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LIGHT  OF  NATURE  PURSUED. 


LIGHTS  OF  NATURE  AND  GOSPEL  BLENDED. 


PARTITION  OF  THE  GENERAL  RULE. 

Natuhb  has  givea  to  each  species  of  Bnimals  some  distinguiehing  power 
er  quality  fbi  their  preseiratioii  and  entertainmeDt.  The  lion  lives  by  his 
Goarage :  the  elephant  by  his  strength :  the  swine  by  bis  aturdineas.     The 

Soiirel  delights  in  his  agility :  the  swallow  in  the  strength  aod  swiftness 
bis  wing.  The  spider  seeks  his  maintenance  from  his  cunning :  the  bee 
from  her  industry.  The  nation  of  flies  and  little  fishes,  artless  and  defence- 
lesB,  exposed  for  a  prey  to  all  other  creatures,  subsist  by  their  prolificness, 
multiplying  them  in  greater  numbers  than  oil  other  creatures  can  destroy. 
To  inao  she  has  given  understanding  to  supply  the  want  of  strength,  robust- 
ness, agility,  and  sagacity  of  instinct,  wherein  he  fells  short  of  his  brother 
animals :  and  to  make  the  qualities  he  finds  in  them  subservient  to  his  own 
uses.  Herefore  our  understanding  is  the  faculty  it  behoves  us  most  sedu- 
lously to  cultivate,  because  from  that  we  may  principally  expect  to  receive 
a  supply  of  our  uses  and  enjoyments. 

Yet  we  need  not  too  much  despise  our  fellow-creatures  for  the  want  of 
it :  for  we  cannot  enter  into  their  ideas,  nor  know  for  certain  whether  their 
lives  do  not  pass  as  pleasnrably  as  our  own.  We  know  our  pains  are 
doubled  hy  reflection,  and  perhaps  it  does  not  add  much  to  our  pleasures, 
which  are  made  thereby  to  satiate  the  sooner :  if  we  have  funds  of  enter- 
tainment unknown  to  them,  we  have  likewise  many  sources  of  disquietude 
and  anxiety  in  our  consciousness  and  foresight,  from  which  they  are  exempt ; 
Dor  have  there  been  those  wanting  among  us  who  have  acknowledged  they 
passed  happier  days  while  children  or  schoolboys,  than  they  ever  tasted 
among  the  fruits  of  reason  when  ripened  to  full  maturity.  One  thing  we 
may  rest  assured  of,  that  nature  being  established  in  perfect  wisdom,  assigns 
to  every  creature  the  faculties  and  powers  suitable  to  its  station  :  so  that  all 
alike  |)erform  their  part  in  the  public  services  of  the  universe. 

Neither  wonld  it  do  us  any  good,  nor  ought  it  to  give  us  any  pleasore,  if 
we  could  prove  the  condition  of  other  animals  ever  so  wretched  and  despi- 
cable :  for  our  happiness  is  to  be  estimated  by  the  quantity  we  possess,  not 
hv  the  proportion  it  bears  to  that  of  other  creatures.  If  their  condition  any 
ways  aflects  us,  it  should  be  hy  the  goodness  of  it ;  which  will  naturally 
indine  us  to  thinfc  the  most  favourable  of  them  possible.  For  as  our  hea- 
venly Father  displays  his  soodness  by  giving  the  yoan^  ravens  their  food 
when  thev  crv,  so  we  shall  beat  display  our  own  by  rejoicing  that  they  have 

■      DiailizedbyGOOgle 


4  PARTITION  OF  THE  GENERAL  RULE, 

tlieir  food  when  they  cry  for  it :  for  the  prospect  of  good  and  eojoyment 
Hnynhere  is  a  feast  to  the  rightly-tanied  mind.  Therefore  instead  of  de- 
lighting to  draw  comparisons  between  ourselves  and  the  iiratioDal  tribes,  or 
studying  to  exaggerate  our  own  nobility  and  pre-eminence  of  privileges 
above  them,  we  should  better  imitate  the  most  perfect  of  all  beings  by  en- 
terteining  a  good  will  and  favourable  inclination  towards  them ;  which 
would  keep  our  ears  open  to  whatever  can  be  su^eslcd  for  their  ad- 
vantage, and  make  us  even  wish  they  might  inherit  a  portion  in  futurity,  if 
any  solid  argument  can  be  brought  in  support  of  it. 

Nevertheless,  as  water  supplies  breath  to  fishes,  and  hay  nourishes  the 
cattle,  yet  are  unfit  for  the  respiration  and  sustenance  of  man  wherefore 
we  choose  the  fresh  air  and  wholesome  food  ;  not  because  a  nobler  kind  of 
support,  but  because  better  suited  to  our  constitution ;  so  let  us  avail  our- 
selves of  our  rational  faculty,  not  for  the  pride  of  its  superior  excellence, 
but  for  its  being  more  particularly  adapted  to  our  nses.  For  sense  and 
appetite  may  prove  infallible  guides  to  the  species  put  under  their  direction, 
yet  would  perpetually  lead  us  astray  :  and  nastiness,  however  givmg  a  real 
enjoyment  to  the  swine,  perhaps  greater  than  we  find  in  our  perfumes, 
or  even  in  the  contemplation  of  our  sciences,  would  fill  us  with  disorder  and 
loathing.  So  that  without  thinking  anything  contemptible  in  itself  where- 
ever  nature  has  placed  it,  we  may  despise  bestial  appetites  as  ignoble  and 
unworthy  of  us,  because  we  have  anodier  faculty  we  may  employ  to  higher 
nses  and  nobler  advantages  than  we  can  receive  from  them.  Thus  it  be< 
comes  our  glory  to  improve  our  understanding ,  to  raise  it  above  the  mire 
of  appetite  and  pasnon,  and  approach  as  near  as  our  capacities  will  permit 
to  that  openness  and  largeness  of  mind  we  believe  belonging  to  superior 
otders  of  Being. 

2.  But  as  man  differs  from  beasts  in  the  faculty  of  understanding,  so  does 
one  man  -differ  from  another  in  the  degrees  of  his  faculty.  Yet  he  that  pos- 
sesses a  large  share  need  not  think  himself  more  highly  favoured  by  Heaven, 
nor  despise  his  weaker  brother  upon  that  account ;  for  his  talents  are  given 
him  forthe  public  service,  so  that  others  have  an  interest  in  lliem  equally  with 
himself :  nor  can  we  doubt  that  Providence  dispenses  to  every  one  the  quali- 
fications proper  for  performing  the  part  he  has  to  act,  and  which  rightly  em- 
ployed maybe  productive  of  happiness,  the  only  thing  that  makes  all  other 
.  possessions  valuable.  Therefore  let  every  one,  ai»»]rding  as  provided  by 
nature  or  education  with  the  means  of  cultivating  his  understanding,  improve 
it  to  the  greatest  height  he  can  attain,  as  the  ta^  peculiarly  assigned  him, 
deeming  it  ignoble  and  unbecoming  to  stand  at  a  lower  pitch  :  yet  without 
thinking  meanly  of  others  who  are  called  to  other  duties.  For  true  honour 
Tesnlts,  not  from  the  talents  we  possess,  nor  the  part  allotted  us,  but  from 
the  manner  of  our  employing  them,  and  the  justness  of  our  action. 

But  the  improvement  of  understanding  goes  on  by  slow  degrees,  and  the 
first  advances  towards  it  are  made  by  laying  in  a  stock  of  materials,  whose 
uses  we  are  to  find  out  after  we  have  secured  the  possession  of  them.  Hence 
comes  the  desire  of  knowledge  which  IJie  inqnisitive  mind  thirsts  after,  even 
in  matters  of  curiosity  and  speculation  ;  as  not  knowing  what  real  benefit 
may  be  afterwards  stricken  out  of  them.  Besides,  the  work  of  science 
being  large,  requires  many  labourers  to  take  in  hand  the  several  parts  of  it : 
BO  that  a  men  has  a  chance  of  being  useful  by  making  discoveries  whereof 
he  can  find  no  use,  because  the  materials  he  furnishes  may  be  turned  to 
good  advantage  by  somebody  else.  Nevertheless,  use  being  the  proper 
end  of  knowledge,  it  behoves  us  to  turn  our  inquiries  into  the  way  that 
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may  lead  to  something  profitable ;  leaving  nothing  to  other  hands  that  we 
are  oapable  of  executing  ouraelves. 

Upon  this  principle  1  have  endeavoured  to  conduct  mytielf  in  the  two 
lunner  volumes :  whereb  how  much  soever  dealing  in  matlera  of  curiosity 
and  novelt}',  I  have  all  along  had  real  benefit  in  view  ;  and  have  passed  over 
several  curious  subjects  oocuiring  upon  the  way,  because  they  seemed  un- 
availing to  the  moin  purpose.  It  having  been  my  intention  to  draw  up 
such  a  scheme  of  nature  and  the  fundamentala  of  nBtural  religion,  foimdcd 
upon  the  basis  of  e^)erience  and  obeervations  resulting  therefrom,  as  might 
appear  compact  and  consistent  throughout  to  the  studious  and  dispassionate  ; 
yet  I  do  not  present  it  as  convenient  for  common  use,  nor  deny  that  it  may 
contain  some  parts  disgustful,  or  even  dangerous  to  common  apprehensions ; 
therefore  since  I  cannot  content  myself  with  doing  a  little  service  while  there 
seems  a  possibility  of  doing  more,  I  shall  now  apply  my  attention  to  general 
convenience,  and  endeavour  to  produce  something  wherein  tlie  plain  man 
may  find  his  account :  yet  striving  if  possible  so  to  connect  my  following 
labours  with  the  forgoing  that  the  stodious  and  clear-ughted  shall  not  take 
•xceptions  against  tlwm. 

3.  We  have  seen  that  sense  and  appetite  are  the  first  springs  of  action, 
impelling  to  objects  that  have  been  found  grateful  and  driving  from  the  con- 
trary. In  process  of  time,  aa  eiperience  grows  to  maturity,  it  produces  the 
passions,  afiections,  and  habitual  dewres ;  which  have  something  pleasing 
or  disagreeable  to  sense  for  their  object,  and  urge  to  the  means  apprehended 
requisite  for  procuring  or  esciqiing  it.  These  incentivea  are  given  to  all 
animals  to  spur  on  their  activity,  and  find  it  continual  employment :  whence 
it  spears  that  present  pleasure  and  gratificatioa  are  the  natural  motives  lo 
action.  But  besides  these,  man  poBsesses  the  faculty  of  understanding, 
which  presents  a  large  scene  of  objects  to  his  view  i  so  that  while  appetite 
and  sense  are  busied  in  their  present  pursuits,  he  can  contemplate  the  renwte 
consequences  of  measures,  and  make  an  estimate  of  their  whole  amount. 

Hence  arises  a  new  object  of  piusuit,  which  is  Good,  commonly  distin- 
guished from  pleasure,  yet  differing  rather  in  quantity  than  kind :  for  good, 
as  Mr.  Locke  observes,  is  that  which  produces  pleasure,  and  this  pleasure 
must  come  to  be  present  some  time  or  other,  or  it  will  not  deserve  the 
name.  Thus  pleasure  and  gratification  still  remain  the  motive  even  or 
rational  undertakings ;  but  the  greater  distant  enjoyment  in  preference  to  the 
less  near  at  hand.  Nevertheless,  man  partakes  so  much  of  the  beast  as  that 
his  active  powers  lie  constantly  under  the  guidance  of  appetite  and  desire : 
wherefore  it  avails  nothing  for  reason  to  discern  what  is  good,  unless  she 
can  raise  such  a  desire  as  shall  find  gratification  in  the  ap{>roach  towards  it, 
or  vexation  in  the  apprehension  of  fniaaing  it. 

Now  reason  has  in  some  measure  a  power  to  raise  such  desires  :  for  by 
otlen  figuring  the  distant  good  as  present  in  imagination,  she  may  at  lengtli 
bring  desire  to  fasten  upon  certain  rules  and  measures  of  conduct  leading 
tiwards  it ;  and  thereby  generate  a  new  set  of  senses,  usually  styled  the 
moral :  which,  when  fully  acquired,  operate  in  the  same  manner  with  the 
natural ;  by  impulse  to  present  gratification  of  them,  without  regard  to 
further  good  effects  that  first  gave  them  their  vigour.  But  men  fall  into 
mistakes  concerning  their  moral  senses,  by  entertaining  too  high  an  opinion 
of  their  understanding :  for  they  suppose  it  able  upon  every  occasion  to  pe- 
Dctrate  the  bottom  of  their  measores,  and  discern  thegrouuds  whereon  they 
were  undertaken  ;  so  finding  no  inducement  beyond  the  recommendation  oi 
the  moral  serve  they  imagine  this  a  notice  given  inimcdiulely  by  nature,  like 
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thoie  of  coloun,  oounda,  and  tBStei,  coiiTejed  by  the  bodily  sense*.  Bat 
our  underBtandiog,  scarce  erer  capable  of  looking  throngfa  the  whole  length 
of  the  line  the  haa  nm,  rests  upon  certain  marka  and  concloBians,  witboat 
diaceming  the  reasona  prevailing  on  her  to  establish  them.  And  if  the  major 
part  of  mankind  never  worked  them  out  by  their  own  obHerration  and 
reaaon,  atill  they  derived  them  by  the  channels  of  instniction,  example,  and 
Goatom :  bnt  whoever  flnt  introdnced  them  into  the  world,  learned  their 
value  by  having  experienced  the  neceaaity  and  expedience  of  them.  Moat 
of  our  moral  senses  relate  to  our  interconrae  among  one  another :  for  as  we 
live  in  society,  we  cannot  attain  our  own  interests  without  gaining  the  as- 
eistance  and  good  will  of  others,  which  can  only  be  doae  by  retnnu  of 
mutual  good  c^ces  to  them. 

Thna  we  aee  the  foundation  of  social  virtues  lies  in  our  own  good  :  and 
while  we  confined  our  contemplation  to  thia  attblonary  scene  of  life,  we  could 
not  find  they  had  thia  foundation  to  support  them  in  some  caaea  that  might 
ht^pen,  which  therefore  remained  as  exceptions  to  their  obligation.  But 
the  sequel  of  our  inquiries  having  discovered  to  ua  our  individuality  and 
unperishable  nature,  it  appeared  that  we  had  an  interest  in  futurity,  and  be- 
came  expedient  to  examine  whether  that  interest  might  not  stand  affected 
by  the  practice  of  the  social  virtues ;  so  that  they  might  still  have  their 
proper  foundation  to  support  them,  even  in  cases  where  they  tend  to  <mr 
damage  in  this  prcaent  life. 

We  then  cast  our  eyes  around  upon  external  natnre,  which  soon  led  us 
to  the  author  of  nature,  whom  we  found  to  be  One,  Omnipotent,  Giood,  and 
Equitable.  From  whence  it  followed  that  the  universe,  being  the  work  of 
one  hand,  most  be  formed  upon  one  all-comprehensive  plan ;  the  several 
parts  being  mutually  adjusted,  so  as  to  compose  altogether  one  entire  Whole  t 
and  the  lawa  provided  lor  each  particular  district,  having  a  reapect  to  the 
genend  utility. 

We  conaidered  likewise  that  all  causes  must  derive  theur  ^wers  and 
manners  of  operation  originally  from  the  first ;  whose  oniniacience  would 
not  permit  him  to  be  ignorant  of  the  particular  eSecta  they  should  produce, 
nor  to  put  them  in  motion  without  a  design  of  producing  the  very  effects  to 
result  therefrom.  Thus  all  events  fall  out  according  to  the  causes  appointed 
by  God ;  and  that  provision  of  causes  he  makes  for  bringing  them  to  pass, 
we  call  Providence,  which  extends  throughout  all  the  regions  of  his  bound- 
less empire.  So  ttiat  no  creature  in  all  nature  receives  a  pleasure  unless  by 
the  divine  dispensation,  nor  lalls  under  a  pain  ouless  by  the  divine  per- 
mission. 

llien  upon  contemplation  of  the  divine  equity,  we  could  find  no  ground 
to  imagine  the  stream  of  bounty  should  flow  unequally  ;  but  that  howevet  it 
might  ^ipear  confined  to  particular  quarterB  at  times,  yet  upon  the  whole 
it  would  be  distribnted  in  like  proportion  among  all  the  creatures.  Thus 
the  good  of  every  creature,  bciag  the  share  belonging  to  it  of  the  whole 
good  in  the  creation,  cannot  be  promoted  otherwise  than  by  increanng 
the  common  stock.  So  that  though  private  interest  be  die  ultimate  end  <^ 
action ;  yet  it  is  so  covered  by  the  general  interest,  that  whoever  takes  hia 
aim  at  the  latter,  cannot  &il  of  hitting  the  former :  and  whoever  aims 
aside  the  one,  thou^  be  may  fancy  himself  gaining  a  little  present  advan- 
tage, will  find  at  the  long  nu  he  has  missed  the  other. 

3.  Thus  we  have  gotten  a  fundamental  rule  of  reason  to  be  the  gronnd- 
work  of  all  our  schemes  and  deliberation*,  namely,  the  increase  of  happi* 
DGM  in  nature ;  bnt  it  it  neither  necessorv  nt>r  feauUe  that  this  rule  should 
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tcbiaU  ns  in  all  oar  motiona :  for  thoogh  the  wise  nan  will  act  almyi  a>a- 
forniaUf  to  rule,  be  need  not  act  alwaye  hj  rule,  becuiae  when  hia  ^pe- 
tites  happen  to  take  the  right  tnra  of  themadvea,  then  ia  oo  oocauon  for 
applymg  any  nile  to  direct  them.  We  have  natnnd  appetitee  given  to  inati- 
gate  OS  in  punuingthe  means  of  our  aecmity,  preeenrattoo,  and  enjoyment: 
we  hare  derivative  deairea,  either  imbibed  frmn  other  pcisons,  w  atxiuired 
by  onr  own  industry  and  management,  which  conduct  ua  to  thiaga  awful, 
convenient,  and  enterlBining.  While  theae  lead  to  nothing  inconaiatent 
with  onr  fundamental  rule,  resaon  has  no  more  to  do  than  stand  leadj  to 
take  alarm  in  caae  they  ahonld  deviate  into  a  dangerDoa  coorae ;  miy,  she 
may  arast  in  contriving  how  to  compass  any  present  deaire,  ao  It  he  inno- 
cent. For  the  preaent  pleasure  and  gratification  ia  onr  good,  when  tending 
to  nothing  hmlful  in  the  ff"niH^Ti''""fT  ;  good  itself  being  no  more  than  the 
way  to  pleasure  which  will  successively  be  present :  so  here  q^tetitQ  and 
desire  may  be  aofiered  to  work  without  interruption  or  cuitral. 

But  whenever  it  is  expedient  for  reason  to  interpose,  either  in  restrain- 
ing  deairta  when  they  go  astray,  or  in  contracting  new  onea  that  may  run 
in  a  proper  contse ;  £e  advancement  of  genend  good  is  the  polar  star 
whert^  all  her  measures  ou^t  ccmstantly  to  point.  Yet  reason,  in  the 
shadowymazee  of  life,  can  seldom  get  a  clear  sight  of  this  polar  star;  there- 
Ibre  wants  >  magnetic  needle  to  mark  the  line  wherein  it  lies,  and  a  copipass 
to  divide  tiie  honzon  into  distinct  compartments :  or,  to  lay  aside  the  figure, 
onr  fandamenlal  rale  is  too  general  for  common  use ;  therefore  we  must 
examine  what  particular  mlea  branch  out  from  thence,  whidi  may  a^rve  to 
dkract  us  in  the  several  parts  of  our  condact. 

5.  It  may  pertu^n  be  thought  at  first  nght,  that  the  advanmmott  of 
generd  good  implies  something  wherairf  the  universe  in  geoeral  way  re^  a 
benefit :  but  we  are  too  ineonsidereUe  oreatnrea  ever  to  have  a  prospect  ot 
dotog  such  ezteauve  service.  Yet  the  irtiole  being  made  np  of  individuals. 
the  general  good  is  promoted  by  whatever  ^ood  can  b«  done  among  them  i 
so  that  oar  rule  directs  ns  to  r^ard  the  mteite  of  oar  fellow  •<»%ature8 
atanding  within  oar  reach,  becanse  by  procuring  an  addition  to  faappiaesa 
anywhere,  we  shall  increase  the  common  stoc^. 

Ilten  it  is  ol>vions  that  each  of  us  is  one  of  the  individuals  compoauig  the 
whole,  so  that  the  good  we  procure  for  oorselvca  la  like  increaae  of  the 
common  stock  with  what  we  can  procure  fur  oootiier.  Whence  it  becomes 
a  part  of  cor  duty  to  be  regardful  of  onr  own  interests,  to  improve  our  fa- 
eulties  ss  well  of  body  as  mind  in  such  manner  as  may  render  them  most 
serviceaUe  to  onrselvea,  to  pexxvide  the  means  oontr9)atii)g  to  onr  own  en- 
joyment, and  in  onr  interooune  amesig  othera  to  take  eare  tbey  do  not  en- 
croadi  iqion  oar  hqipineas. 

For  if  I  please  myself  by  doing  someduag  that  tnads  to  the  greater  de- 
triment of  another,  or  if  I  let  hnn  please  himself  in  sometiiiag  that  tends 
to  my  mi>li  I  detrisaent :  the  common  stock  will  snfiei  diminntion  in  both 
caaea.  Tbns  onr  fundamental  rale  parts  into  two  pnncipal  branches.  Pru- 
dence and  Benevolence  :  the  coe  attentive  to  our  own  interests  the  other 
to  those  of  ear  fellow-creatures :  and  both  togethear  call  npon  us  constantly 
to  prefer  either  interest,  whichever  shall  t^tpear  the  more  valuable  i  wbidi 
two  branches  are  commcnfy  called  oar  duty  to  oaraalves.  end  to  our  neigh- 
bour. 

6.  If  we  reflect  upon  the  grounds  whereon  we  have  eatahUahad  our  Am- 
damental  rule,  and  the  steps  whereby  we  arrived  at  what  knowledge  we 
have  of  the  invisible  worU  and  nuitual  connection  of  interests,  we  may 
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reooOect  thejr  lay  solely  in  the  character  o£  that  Power  who  ia  the  Audior 
of  all  nature,  viuble  and  invisible.  Should  we  cast  aside  the  thoughts  of 
him,  our  prospect  would  lie  dark,  uncertain,  and  comfortless  before  us.  We 
might  know  our  own  immortality,  bot  should  not  know  how  that  immor- 
tality would  pass ;  whether  in  wisdom  or  folly,  in  plenty  or  diatress,  in 
pleamire  or  pain,  among  friends  or  enemies :  nor  could  we  tell  what  «> 
quisitions  to  make  here  that  might  be  depended  upon  to  stand  as  in  stead 
hereafter.  And  we  should  have  no  inducement  from  our  own  intereM, 
that  natural  and  ori^nal  s[»ing  of  action,  to  consult  the  public  benefit ; 
any  further  than  we  might  expect  some  advantage  from  it  in  this  present 
life :  or  were  we  to  harbour  false  thoughts  of  him,  we  might  imagine 
him  reTengefnl,  seyere,  impossible  to  be  pleased,  the  object  of  dread  and 
terror :  or  else  ct^ridous,  partialt  delightmg  to  see  us  wany  and  torment 
one  another. 

Therefore  that  part  of  prudence  which  relates  to  the  solace  of  our  owq 
minds  and  the  pleasing  hope  of  an  interest  that  cannot  be  hurt  by  sinister 
accidents  here  bdow,  and  tlie  interest  of  our  fellow-creatares,  so  ftr  as  it 
may  stand  affected  by  onr  unreserved  good-will  towards  tiiem,  make  it 
incumbent  upon  na  to  cultivate  just  sentiments  of  the  supreme  Being, 
and  practise  tU  methods  in  onr  power  of  strengthening  and  rectifying 
them.  Whence  springs  a  third  Inimch  of  the  fundamental  rule,  which  ia 
JHety,  or  oar  duty  to  God.  For  in  etrictness  of  speaking  we  owe  no  duty 
to  God  directly ;  not  that  he  has  no  claim  to  our  services,  but  because  there 
ia  no  real  service  that  we  can  do  him,  and  he  will  not  reqoira  of  us  im- 
possibilities. For  when  we  have  done  all,  we  are  still  onproGtable  ser- 
vants :  oar  good  works  add  nothing  to  his  strength,  or  riches,  or  hairi- 
ness :  if  we  sing  psalms  with  ever  so  much  devotion  and  melody,  we  af- 
ford him  no  entertainment ;  and  if  we  blaspheme  from  morning  to  night, 
we  cannot  give  him  a  moment's  vexation. 

But  it  is  said,  God  made  all  things  for  his  glory,  and  that  is  the  aim  we 
ought  constantly  to  ponueln  our  several  stations.  This  may  be  the  proper 
aim  to  direct  us  in  our  proceedings,  who  cannot  always  see  the  remotest  of 
his  purposes  ;  bat  can  we  suppose  this  the  ultimate  end  that  set  his  omni- 
potence in  motion  ?  Shall  we  take  our  conceptions  of  him  from  oar  own 
tastes  and  infirmities  ?  or  imagine  that,  aa  on  earthly  poet  labonrs  to  com- 
plete his  work,  that  he  may  review  the  performance  with  conadoos  com- 
placoice,  and  make  his  way  to  univenal  tame,  so  God,  tired  with  an  un- 
comfortid)le  solitude,  spreads  forth  his  worlds  in  admirable  wisdom  and  in- 
finite variety,  that  he  might  amuse  himself  with  beholding  his  handy  work, 
and  created  innumerable  hosts  of  intelligent  Beings,  to  make  his  boun 
cheerful  with  their  hallelajahs  ?  Is  it  not  a  more  probidile  construction  of 
the  expression,  to  understand  thereby  that  he  made  all  things  in  goodness, 
which  is  the  attribute  for  which  we  have  most  reason  to  glorify  him  ?  and 
that  he  expects  we  should  be  continually  attentive  to  his  glory,  because  this 
is  most  eminently  conducive  to  our  happiness  ?  Therefore  the  most  effectual 
way  of  glorify'ing  him  is,  by  improving  the  condition  of  oar  own  minds, 
and  acquiring  a  steady  attachmeut  to  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  for 
to  them  we  may  do  service ;  and  what  is  done  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these 
onr  twethren,  is  done  unto  him.  And  if  he  does  enjoin  us  other  particular 
services  to  exercise  our  obedience,  it  is  because  he  knows  that  obedience 
moet  beneficial  to  ourselves.  Thus  in  all  lights  it  appears,  that  our  duty  to 
God  grows  out  of  oar  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  neighbour. 

7 .  Many  perhaps  may  think  it  a  degradaticn  i^f  our  duty  to  God  to  make 
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it  B  Mcondary  obligBtioa  ;  wbems  tbe  most  judicious  and  diecemJDg  per- 
MHu  hare  alirays  eBteemed  it  the  first  and  principal  duty,  to  take  place  be- 
fore tlur  other  two.  But  ao  it  may  well  be,  notnithstandiDg  all  we  have 
been  saying ;  for  many  things  in  common  life,  having  only  a  derivative 
valne,  yet  are  prized  above  their  originals.  What  is  money  worth,  unless 
for  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  to  be  had  therewith  ?  Vet  if  the  house 
ynrt  on  Sre,  who  would  not  run  to  snatch  up  his  cash,  and  leave  his  beds, 
his  fumitore,  the  victuals  in  his  larder,  to  perish  in  the  flames  ?  for  his 
pockets  will  hold  money  to  purchase  more  goods  than  he  could  possibly 
cany  away  npon  his  back.  What  is  an  estate  good  for,  unless  the  produce 
it  will  yield  i  therefore  land  is  valued  according  to  its  fortility.  Yet  who 
would  not  rather  have  his  growing  crop  destroyed  than  his  estate  taken 
from  biro  ?  and  for  this  obvioas  reason,  because,  by  losing  kis  land,  he  loses 
all  the  EQCceeding  crops  he  might  expect  to  reap  from  it.  So,  when  the 
interests  of  religion  happen  to  interfere  with  pnblic  or  private  interest,  they 
ought  nevertheless  to  be  pursued  :  because  more  mischief  would  ensue  from 
a  breach  made  npon  them  than  any  present  advantage  could  compensate. 

Bnt  then  care  must  be  taken  that  the  religion,  whereto  soch  sacrifice  is 
made,  be  pure  and  genuine ;  which  it  cannot  be,  nnless  it  tend  so  much  to 
tiie  benefit  of  the  creatures  as  to  make  it  worth  their  while  to  offer  the  w^ 
crifice.  For  religion  was  givea  for  our  good,  not  for  that  of  the  giver; 
wherefore  the  frnita  it  yields  aie  the  proper  criterion  to  distinguish  between 
true  religion  and  heresy.  We  cannot  indeed  always  know  those  fruits,  for 
they  are  sometimes  brought  forth  by  secret  ways  we  think  not  of;  therefore 
we  are  not  to  reject  everything  whereof  we  do  not  directly  discern  the  be- 
nefit :  but  whatever  opinion  or  practice  tends  visibly  to  the  disorder  of  onr 
own  mind,  or  to  lessen  our  idea  of  the  divine  goodness,  or  to  make  ua 
roniss  in  our  duties  to  one  another,  we  may  safely  pronounce  heretical. 

If  we  encourage  gloomy  and  suspicious  notions  of  God,  filling  us  with 
doubts  or  despondencies,  and  making  him  our  dread  and  terror  rather  than 
our  protection  and  confidence :  this  is  not  for  his  glory,  which  shines 
brightest  in  the  opinion  of  his  fotherly  car«  and  beneficence,  If  we  con- 
oeive  him  partial,  confining  his  favours  within  some  narrow  pate :  neither 
is  this  for  his  glory,  which  is  the  greater  by  bow  much  the  more  extensive. 
If  we  be  prone  to  censure  or  detest  all  who  differ  from  us,  either  in  opiniffu 
or  way  of  life ;  we  do  not  pay  obedience  to  him  who  expects  from  us,  that 
we  should  even  love  onr  enemies.  If  we  make  our  virtue  austere,  painful, 
and  uninviting;  we  do  not  let  onr  light  so  shine  before  men  as  that  they 
may  see  our  good  works,  and  glorify  onr  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  If  vre 
place  our  dependence  upon  the  externals  of  religion,  thinUng  them  accept- 
able to  him  for  their  own  sake ;  we  degrade  him  in  our  imagination,  as 
■nppoaing  him  to  want  something  from  us  for  his  own  use,  and  forgetting 
that  his  eerrioe  is  what  service  we  can  do  to  one  of  the  least  among  our 
brethren.  If  we  continually  bunt  after  sermons  and  prayers,  in  neglect  of 
the  duties  of  om:  station ;  we  prefer  that  which  is  only  a  nominal  service  to 
iriiat  he  will  esteem  a  real  one.  If  we  bestow  all  our  goods  to  feed  the 
poor,  and  make  them  the  sole  object  of  our  thoughts ;  we  foi^  there  are 
duties  ovring  to  the  rich,  to  onr  fneaia,  and  to  the  community ;  and  that 
obedience  does  not  consist  in  performing  one  single  branch  of  duty  that 
happens  to  touch  us  strongly,  but  in  applying  iuduBtrioasly  to  every  good 
office  wherein  we  may  be  serviceable. 

8.  Since  then  our  own  real  benefit  and  that  of  onr  fellow-creatures  is  to 
be  the  gnai  object  of  our  endeavours,  and  oui  obedience  is  best  manifoeted 
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by  ftj^lying  them  tboreto ;  we  ought  to  IriKmr  to  ncake  tint  beOefit  w  ex> 
tensive  aa  poaaible,  preEoring  alwaya  the  greater  good  before  the  ^em. 
Whence  our  principal  attention  ihoohi  seem  doe  to  the  imfRttvoneirt  of  oar 
conditioa  in  another  life,  aa  being  the  mon  durable  «ad  valnaUe ;  and  to 
the  aervicea  of  pnrelj  ipiritoal  mbetoDcee,  aa  bong  more  nvmenmt  thm 
the  embodied  falling  nnder  our  notice.  For  it  has  been  sbown  in  the  fir« 
volume,  that  neither  of  these  objects  lie  beyond  onr  read) ;  oar  pmcot 
state  being  preparatory  to  the  next,  and  onr  litUe  trangactions  answering' 
Bome  nsea  of  invisible  Beings.  But  thongh  they  do  not  lie  beyond  o^ 
reach,  they  lie  hi  the  dark  where  we  cannot  possibly  grope  them  oat :  for 
we  know  not  how  anything  we  can  do  will  a%ct  other  syatema,  so  miglit 
aa  well  do  them  a  displeasure  as  a  servioe  by  our  officiouaness ;  therefore 
we  have  no  daty  to  them,  not  that  we  owe  them  no  kindneaa,  but  beoanre 
we  know  not  by  what  methods  we  can  do  them  any. 

Aad  with  regard  to  our  foture  state,  we  can  gather  nothing  from  eocpeti- 
ence  and  obaervation  to  direct  us  wliat  provision  to  make  for  it.  Our  pro- 
sent  appetites  and  desires  would  be  troubleaome,  and  our  science  niiiilni.  in 
a  couDtiy  where  all  things  are  totally  itiMimilT  from  that  we  inhabit  now : 
onr  virtues  being  acquired  aflectiona,  our  moral  wisdom  and  aentimenta  of 
piety  being  habitual  trains  of  thinking,  connect  with  the  animal  madiine, 
becanse  we  find  them  stronger  or  wesker  aocording  aa  that  stands  dispoaed, 
nor  can  expect  to  carry  them  with  oa  when  aeparated  from  that :  eo  that 
we  may  probably  be  boni  into  the  new  world  as  much  a  Uank  paper  u 
ever  we  came  into  thie.  We  may  have  already  within  us  our  spiritoal  body 
wherein  we  are  to  rise  again :  and  this  niay  receive  alteration  from  onr 
waya  of  Uving,  and  acting,  and  thinking ;  for  that  it  should  do  so,  agreea 
witii  the  course  of  nature  in  other  caaea  open  to  our  observation.  We 
know  that  our  pre-exi»tent  state  of  the  womb  was  preparatory  to  oar  pn- 
■ent,  by  forming  and  fashioning  those  instruments  of  action  we  have  bow 
to  employ.  A  leuned  German  physician,  one  Stahl,  aa  we  are  told  bj 
Doctor  Hartley,  has  undertaken  to  prove  that  all  our  automatic  or  meohanioal 
motioos,  such  aa  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  and  accretion  of  the  gknda,  are 
conaeqnences  of  certain  voluntary  motions  performed  by  the  feetua :  ao  that 
we  lay  the  foundation  of  our  strength  or  weakneaa,  alertness  or  stupidity, 
by  onr  own  conduct  while  yet  unbtan. 

But,  without  laying  stress  upon  the  opinion  of  a  person  of  nnceitain 
credit,  nobody  can  deny  that  our  condition  in  this  world  stands  very  mndi 
affected  by  what  passed  with  us  in  the  Uttle  material  woiid  whereof  we 
were  the  sole  inhabitant.  For  from  thence  we  derive  onr  health  and  vigour 
of  body,  the  suppleness  of  our  joiuta,  the  perfectnees  of  our  limbs,  the  tablet 
of  our  memory  our  natural  talmts  and  capadtiea,  enabling  m  to  disoeni,  to 
diBtJngiiish,  compare,  allude,  and  pactise  all  other  exerdsea  nondimmg  to 
our  benefit  and  entertainment.  And  though  we  brought  from  thence  nei- 
ther knowledge,  nor  habit,  nor  ezpertness.  nor  accomplishment  of  any 
kind,  but  came  away  a  blank  paper :  yet  our  paper  is  very  differently  made 
and  variously  disposed  to  receive  useful  characters  upon  it,  according  to  the 
workmandiip  it  underwent  in  the  paper-milL  NevertheJeas,  no  aaatomy 
can  lay  open  onr  spiritual  body  to  onr  view,  or  diow  in  what  prop<»tion  and 
lineamenta  its  per&i^ion  consists,  with  what  nerves  and  fibres  of  the  »"imal 
frame  it  connects,  or  in  what  particular  manner  their  action  affects  it :  ao 
that  we  might  know  the  regimen  of  diet,  the  courses  ot  ezerdae,  the  topics 
of  meditation,  the  affections,  desires,  habits,  stores  of  knowledge,  and  caata 
of  imagination,  proper  to  fabhiou  the  little  limbs  and  organs,  and  n>nder 
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them  fit  iiwtnniietitB  for  conveyiag  die  notices  we  ahall  want  to  receive,  «* 
performing  the  works  we  shtll  have  to  execute. 

9.  Thus  have  we  a  preparation  of  the  utmost  importance  to  make,  with- 
out any  knowledge  how  to  proceed  in  the  making  it.  Therefore  nnder  this 
nncertointy  let  na  look  op  to  Heaven  for  direction :  for  thither  we  are  pri- 
vileged to  resort  when  all  rablanBry  raeam  of  information  foil  us.  It  is 
Ciirrently  believed  that  directjona  have  been  delivered  by  special  messengers 
sent  from  thence  and  dnly  authorized,  nor  dialt  I  pretend  to  question  their 
authority  :  but  my  proviace  being  human  reason,  I  sm  not  entitled  to  pass 
the  bounds  I  have  prescribed  myself.  Let  na  then  search  about  in  order 
to  find  a  mark  of  directian  somewhere  within  our  own  territory.  Now  onr 
reason  has  led  at  to  the  knowledge  of  one  Governor,  by  whose  power  and 
wisdom  all  things  are  regulated  aa  well  in  heaven  as  upon  earth,  and  conse- 
quently that  the  universe  was  formed  upon  one  all-comprehensive  plan ;  that 
the  regions  it  contains  are  parts  of  oae  entire  whole,  and  the  laws  provided 
for  them  severally  are  but  branches  of  one  general  poUty  ;  bo  that  whatever 
tends  to  keep  np  good  order  in  any  part,  tends  to  the  preservation  of  order 
throughoDt  the  wWe.  Whence  the  same  reason  mayconvmce  ns  that  by 
fulfilling  our  duty  as  members  of  the  district  wherein  we  are  placed,  we 
shall  eflectnally  perform  our  part  as  ciliiens  of  the  world. 

For  as  in  every  well-polided  kingdom,  the  inhabitant  who  consults  the 
good  of  his  own  parish,  the  professor,  the  trader,  the  shopkeeper,  the 
artificer,  who  perfbrms  the  functions  of  his  several  calling,  contributee  a 
share  towards  the  good  of  the  kingdom ;  and  as  the  schoolboy,  who  con- 
forms to  his  master's  rules,  provides  himself  with  qualities  conducive  to  hia 
better  living  when  he  comes  out  into  the  wodd  :  ao  if  we  steadily  pursue 
the  interests  of  our  fellow-cre&tnres  with  whom  we  have  a  visible  inter- 
course, and  our  own  temporal  interests  so  far  as  are  mnsistent  with  the 
former;  we  shall  infalUbly,  thoogh  unwittingly,  perfbrm  all  the  services 
we  ore  capable  of  to  our  elder  brethren  of  the  purely  spiritual  kind,  and  fall 
into  the  measures  most  beneficial  to  our  spiritual  body  as  rendering  it  most 
capable  of  activity  and  enjoyment. 

10.  Hius  the  temporal  interests  of  mankind  appear  to  be  the  magnetic 
needle  constantly  pointing  to  our  polar  star,  and  by  this  Weionghtito  steer 
our  course  in  the  voyage  of  life  :  for  this  will  not  only  render  oar  voyage 
agreeable,  but  will  prove  our  safest  conductor  to  the  coantry  whereto  we 
are  bound,  lliere  may  be  doctriOes  whose  nse  i*  not  obviously  apparent, 
and  will  lay  ourselves,  and  even  the  community,  under  some  temporary  in- 
conveniences; but  whatever  necessarily  introduces  disorder  and  disquiet 
into  our  own  minds,  or  tends  to  the  detHment  of  mankind  in  graeral,  we 
may  boldly  condemn  as  spurions. 

If  any  very  righteoas  persou  diall  charge  me  with  making  religion  sub- 
servient only  to  teu^Kiral  interest,  the  charge  is  unjust :  for  I  have  endea- 
voured all  ijong  to  sljow  that  it  promotea  other  interests  besides,  for  more 
extenuve  than  perhaps  he  is  aware  of;  but  it  promotes  this  likewise  at  the 
same  time.  If  ha  thinks  it  an  undervaluing  of  rel^km,  to  suppose  it  en- 
joining nothing  that  'has  not  a  reference  to  this  world :  let  turn  conuder 
whether  he  esteems  it  for  the  honour  of  religion,  that  any  precept  should 
be  found  in  it,  which  being  generallypractised,  would  not  makethe  condition 
of  human  life  better ;  or  any  sentiment  of  genuine  piety  which  duly  incul- 
cated would  not  add  to  our  tranquillity  and  solace  of  mind.  For  when  I 
talk  of  temporal  interest,  I  do  not  coafine  my  thou^ts  to  those  external 
advantages  usually  engmssing  the  name.     If  therefore  what  is  genuine. 
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naturally  prodocea  these  efiecta,  what  hue  a  contmry  tendency,  however 

specioDB  it  may  appear,  can  carry  the  form  only  without  the  sujsbince  of 

reUgion. 

rnierefore  we  may  now,  as  has  been  done  before  by  a  better  authority, 
compare  the  kingdinn  of  heaven,  as  erected  in  the  hearts  of  men,  to  a 
gTBin  of  mustard :  whit^,  though  among  the  smaUegt  of  seeds,  grows  up 
into  a  plant  iu  whose  branches  Hie  birds  of  the  air  may  harbour.  For 
though  iu  immediate  operation  extend  no  further  than  to  make  uB  satisfied 
witb  the  universe  we  live  in,  to  raise  us  out  of  ourselves  and  inspire  us  with 
an  honest  zeal  for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  yet  this  little  principle  wherever 
taking  strong  root,  casts  an  influence  upon  all  our  actions  and  sentiments, 
making  life  more  cheerful,  and  alleviating  the  burdens  of  it ;  and  if 
univeisaUy  prevailing,  would  banish  wars,  injuries,  greedinera,  and  in- 
dolence, and  restore  a  Paradise  upon  earth.  But  the  misfortune  is,  that  the 
ordinal;  narrowness  of  our  views  makes  the  object  of  this  principle  difficult 
to  be  comprehended ;  for  yon  can  no  sooner  mention  private  interest  than 
you  are  thought  to  speak  of  some  advancement  in  fortune,  credit,  or  station  ; 
nor  of  public,  than  you  convey  the  idea  of  commerce,  riches,  or  strength  of 
the  nation.  Whereas  true  interest  is  the  some  with  happiness,  which  does 
not  derive  Arom  any  single  source,  but  must  be  supplied  by  a  multitude  of 
little  rills :  which  we  comprise,  with  Mr.  P<^e,  under  three  general  articles, 
health,  peace,  and  competence. 

11.  I  shall  begin  with  Competence,  as  being  that  which  starts  up  first 
in  the  imagination  of  most  people  when  turning  their  thoughts  upon  in- 
terest. But  OS  I  make  so  few  general  articles,  1  must  extend  them  beyond 
their  ordinary  signification,  that  they  may  have  room  to  contain  all  the  par- 
ticulars wanted  to  be  raided  under  them  :  therefore  1  do  not  restrain  com- 
petence to  a  sufficiency  of  fortune,  but  comprehend  under  it  all  the  externals 
contributing  to  the  preservation  and  enjoyment  of  life.  For  what  avails  it 
for  a  man  to  have  his  pockets  full  of  gold,  if  he  be  placed  in  some  de- 
solate spot  where  no  conveniences  are  to  be  had  either  for  love  or  money  ? 
What  comfort  can  he  find  in  perpetual  sohtude,  though  with  all  the  ma- 
terials of  pleasure  stored  plentifully  about  him  ?  or  what  enjoyment  cad 
he  have  of  his  riches  or  his  neighbours,  while  continually  liable  to  the 
control  of  some  imperious  master  ?  So  that  besides  money,  there  are  op- 
portunities of  laying  it  properly  out ;  besides  meats  and  drinks,  house- 
room  and  furniture,  there  are  society  and  liberty  among  the  ingredients  re- 
quisite for  making  up  a  competence. 

And  for  the  community,  though  riches,  strength,  and  law  be  the'raun 
pillars  of  security  and  liberty,  nevertheleas,  the  arts,  sciences,  manners, 
manu&cturea,  commodities,  and  materials  of  innocent  ainusement,  go  U. 
complete  the  competence  of  a  nation.  Therefore  let  every  man  take  that 
part  in  the  public  service  belonging  to  him.  The  great  men  watch  over 
the  main  pillars,  to  preserve  them  from  decay  or  damage :  and  it  is  their 
business  to  take  care  that  in  their  hurry  of  dioving  away  one  another  from 
the  wcH-k,  they  do  not  shove  the  ptUar  itself.  But  this  is  not  the  task  for 
persons  of  private  station,  who  have  no  skill  in  masoTiry,  nor  means  of 
acquiring  any :  for  they  may  thmm  over  Britons,  North-Britons,  and 
Monitors  from  morning  to  night,  vrithout  being  ever  the  wiser.  Therefor* 
if  they  would  study  to  mend  something  in  their  family,  their  acquaintance 
or  their  neighbourhood,  this  would  be  the  most  effectual  method  in  their 
{rawer  towards  mending  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
But  it  ia  a  common  mistake  to  imagine  that,  by  continually  adding  to 
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locae  particular  branch  of  competence,  we  shall  iJwayB  render  it  more  com- 
plete:  for  competence  is  as  much  destroyed  by  redundancy  as  by  deficiency. 
A  multitude  of  goods  greater  than  one  can  use,  is  a  burden  and  an  incum- 
brance rather  than  a  benefit ;  an  acqnaintance  may  be  too  numerooa  as  veil 
KB  too  narrow  :  and  a  total  ezemptioa  from  check  and  controul  often  betrays 
into  irretrievable  miechiefa.  For  as  perfection  in  the  human  body  consiata 
in  the  apt  proportion  of  its  parts ;  bo  our  stock  of  extemab  cannot  increase 
cxorbit^tly  in  one  part  without  falling  defective  in  some  other:  wherefore 
due  regard  must  be  hod  to  all  the  aeceaaariea  and  conveniences  of  life. 
The  absolute  necessaries  of  nature,  without  which  life  and  health  could  not 
be  supported,  are  few  :  but  education,  custom,  habit,  and  faahion,  create 
many  neceaaaries  which  had  no  exiatence  in  nature.  However  a  man  may 
stand  disposed  in  himself,  the  decent  compliance  with  the  world  will  draw 
some  of  ^ese  necessities  upon  him;  but  it  is  prudent  to  multiply  them  as 
little  as  poBsible,  because  we  shall  run  the  hazard  of  multiplying  wants  in  the 
same  proportion.  Therefore,  as  I  have  observed  in  a  former  place,  that 
desire  is  gratiBed  alike,  either  by  procuring  the  objects  it  aff^;ts,  or  by 
turning  it  upon  objects  we  have  ready  at  hand,  so  in  this  case  it  behoves 
OS  to  examine  upon  every  occasion,  whether  is  the  more  feasible  and  eligible 
method,  to  provide  the  necessaries  we  want,  or  to  make  them  none  by 
learning  to  do  without  them. 

Bat  were  the  vrorld  ever  ao  well  supplied  with  neceaaaries,  and  divested 
of  all  other  wauta  than  those  they  could  easily  satisfy,  still  they  would  not 
have  a  sufficient  spur  to  their  activity,  nor  relish  to  make  their  hours  pass 
smoothly,  if  they  had  nothing  else  beaidea  necessaries  to  think  on  ;  there- 
fore something  must  be  done  for  convenience,  engagement,  and  entertain- 
ment. For  it  is  the  arts  and  embellishments  of  hfe  that  make  the  differ- 
ence between  civilized  and  savage ;  that  keep  industry  awake,  prevent  the 
growth  of  evil  habits  nourished  by  idleness ;  that  cement  society  by  making 
men  needful  and  helpful  to  one  another;  that  whet  and  strengthen  the 
fitculties  for  works  of  greatest  necessity  and  importance.  .  If  they  are  often 
pursued  too  strongly,  it  is  the  excess  alone  that  vitiates  the  purstut :  for  - 
what  tends  only  to  promote  cheerfdneas,  ease,  and  amusement,  if  it  draw 
no  bad  consequences  nor  intemipt  any  more  valuable  work,  ia  a  mite  added 
to  the  sum  of  hiq>pine«8. 

Nor  ia  it  impoesible  they  may  add  more  than  the  mite,  for  when  we 
reflect  on  the  constitution  of  our  corporeal  and  mental  organs  requiring 
recreation  and  diversion,  and  the  natural  utter  incapacity  of  some  persons 
for  weighty  undertakings ;  we  may  rationally  prcmime  that  God,  who  carries 
both  worlds  in  view  and  has  more  purposes  than  one  in  his  diapeosationa, 
has  mads  our  innocent  amusements  productive  of  important  usee  unknown 
and  nndiscemible  to  us.  For  it  had  been  easy  for  him  to  have  made  ns  all 
aeriooa  and  solemn  creatures,  capable  of  incessant  labonr  and  intense 
thought,  without  ear  for  music,  without  eye  for  neatness,  elegance,  or 
beauty,  withoat  taste  for  building  or  gardening,  and  without  reliab  for  diver- 
sion ;  if  he  bad  judged  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  creation. 

12.  The  next  article,  Health,  I  muet  likewise  take  in  a  larger  latitude 
than  ordinarily  given  it ;  comprising  not  only  what  relates  to  the  prevention 
of  diaeases,  and  keeping  the  body  clear  of  foulness,  but  also  the  bringing 
the  limha,  organs,  faculties,  end  other  parts  of  our  frame  into  such  state 
wherein  they  may  beat  perform  the  services  we  shall  require  of  them. 
This  cannot  be  denied  a  matter  of  great  importance :  for  what  signifies 
competence  lo  a  distempered  body  that  can  receive  no  enjoyment,  or  an 
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uaexperienced  raiod  that  knowe  not  how  to  rc«p  th«  proper  advantage* 
from  it. 

To  this  article  belong;  the  caret  of  nnrtore  and  edneatioD,  thoce  ezerciM* 
and-inabuotiona  thtd  t^di  the  managconentof  the  limba  or  give  expertneaa 
in  manhalling  the  thonghtc,  and  in  general  whatever  can  he  called  learning 
or  aocompliahment.  Nor  rnnat  we  leave  out  the  virtues  and  moral  sense*, 
the  knowledge  of  men  and  thing*,  the  acquiring  tastes,  desires,  and  hahits, 
whidi  may  contribute  to  our  use  and  entertainment,  sod  the  quickening 
our  activi^  so  as  that  it  may  enpport  us  under  labour  when  necessary,  aad 
carry  n*  thnnigh  our  ordinary  transactions  with  ease,  readiness,  and  ala- 
eri^.  For  he  cannot  be  recktuied  sound  and  bealthfiil  throughout,  who  has 
contracted  vicions  appetites,  turbulent  passions,  or  inconvenient  habits; 
whose  faculties  are  weakened,  inexpert  to  perform  their  functions,  or  ill 
Bupj^ed  with  their  proper  nourishment;  and  whose  active  powers  are 
•tinned  by  the  Kurvy  of  idleness. 

But  as  we  have  not  all  the  same  part  to  act  in  life,  this  health  is  relative ; 
that  being  complete  in  one  man,  which  would  prove  defective  in  another. 
The  weaver  wants  not  the  sturdiness  and  intrepidity  of  the  soldier;  nor  doe* 
the  lattv  want  the  nice  finger  of  a  musician,  nor  varie^ted  imagination  of 
the  poet.  Ddicacy  and  elegance  would  do  hurt  to  the  porter :  and  hi* 
endurance  of  nastinesa  and  coarse  living  might  be  improper  for  the  noble* 
man.  Wherefore  let  us  consider  situations  and  circumstances :  and  let 
each  man  lay  in  the  particular  stock  of  health  and  vigour  most  suitable  to 
his  constitution,  fittest  far  his  own  services  and  those  he  owes  to  others  with 
whom  he  has  intercourse.  Yet  there  is  one  branch  of  health  which,  Uke 
the  lively  smooth  beatings  of  the  pulse,  suite  well  with  all  conditions :  an 
alert  spirit,  ready  to  make  the  proper  nse  of  every  present  occasion,  so  that 
there  may  remain  no  vacant  hours  unsupplied  either  by  business  or  diver- 
sion :  proceeding  without  trepidation  or  anxiety,  yet  without  intermie- 
aion  or  sluggishnew.  Sometimes  an  entire  relasition  is  necessary,  and  so 
i*  sleep;  batwherethw«  is  this  alertness  m  the  constitution,  neither  will  be 
■utfered  to  steal  away  uiy  more  of  our  time  than  we  find  requiwte  for  our 
rentehment. 

But  aa  ill  haUt,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  ia  not  to  be  rectified,  nor  dex- 
terity of  any  kind  in  either  to  be  gotten,  presently ;  for  preparations  are  to 
be  made,  many  externals  provided,  to  help  on  the  acquisition,  and  greda- 
tions  passed  throu^  to  render  it  complete.  So  that  the  article  of  health, 
in  this  comprdiensive  signification,  will  take  np  much  of  our  thoughts  and 
industry  to  establish  it  in  ourselves  and  contribute  towards  perfecting  it  in 
the  community,  so  far  as  our  Uttle  power  and  opportunities  extend.  And 
to  gain  any  success,  we  must  proceed  with  discretioD  as  well  as  resolution, 
driving  the  nul  that  will  go,  regarding  rather  what  is  feasible  than  what  is 
deeirable,  looking  round  on  all  sides  to  observe  remote  consequences,  learn- 
ing how  to  mingle  steadiness  with  compliance,  becoming  idl  things  to  all 
men,  humouring  times  and  companies,  yet  without  being  ever  compelled  or 
seduced  to  act  against  our  judgment, 

13.  The  third  article.  Peace,  relates  to  the  tranqnillity  and  solace  of  the 
mind :  this  is  the  most  important  of  the  three,  and  indeed  the  other  two 
are  valuable  only  as  they  contribute  to  this.  For  eztemals  will  set  the 
mind  at  peace  for  a  while,  when  newly  acquired  or  near  in  expectation :  and 
BO  will  an  advancement  in  any  science  or  dexterity,  a  new  discovery,  a  cu- 
riosity, a  diversion,  or  indulgence  of  appetite,  ait  these  are  only  casual 
and  temporary  expedients,  to  be  bad  just  when  luck  befriends  us,  soothing 
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for  the  present  and  oAan  ^wing  on  a  gratter  diaqnietude.  Tlie  only  m- 
core  aad  darable  pesce  the  mindcanexpeet.mnft  come  from  her  own  ^d; 
when  she  u  stcuvd  with,BentHneat8  oontinaaJlr  prompting  to  a  rigfatcoune 
of  behBTioor,  ntiified  with  her  own  aotioni,  and  apt  to  content  hendf  widi 
mialttwr  befak  her. 

Some  bare  placed  faapptnew  solely  in  Hn  reotitnde  of  tranper,  despising 
extenak  and  endowments  cf  body  or  mind,  U  matterv  of  mere  indilferencQ : 
b«t  we  cannot  go  so  fer,  fiir  rectitode  seems  too  airy  to  stand  without  some 
man  nJid  giomid. '  Nothing  were  ri|^  milese  eomtthiog  else  were  vala- 
■Ue  which  it  is  ngfat  to  pmvoe  i  even  justice  conld  have  no  reetitade,  if 
4bem  wen  no  goodness  in  property  whidt  it  tend*  to  preserre.  And  thougtt 
the  mind  may  fed  aatisAtctioa  in  tite  reetitiida  of  her  deeds  without  view  to 
cmueqaouea,  7<et  this  ■  a  trandated  sati^^on,  which  mutt  wear  away 
nnlees  renewed  from  time  to  tane  by  experience  of  the  consequences. 

Nvrartfaeleas  it  most  be  a^Bowledged  that  mnch  of  the  good  to  be  re- 
ceived from  other  things  depends  upon  the  inward  tnm  and  dispoeition,  and 
that  this  will  eometimes  ioeare  peace  when  all  odxr  snDrces  &il.  For 
what  BvaSs  mn  abmtdance  of  goods  sad  posaeasums,  an  exidwrence  of 
iudth,  ^dneas  ot  parts  and  etora  of  accon^liihments,  if  the  mind  be 
nideM  widun  herself,  ahv^r^  haalcBri^  aft«-  what  she  has  not,  rather 
than  using  and  ei^ying  whst  die  has  ?  on  tfae  contrary,  distress,  disease, 
ndiBcapectty,  become  heavier  or  lighter  bardens  in  prt^ortion  to  the  firm- 
Bess  of  mind  there  is  to  support  them  :  and  perlups  were  this  fimmeas 
Dom}dete,  it  most  render  the  wnghtiest  of  them  easy,  tar  there  is  always 
something  to  be  done  towards  making  our  conditioD  better ;  and  tiU  tiiis 
«an  be  atttieTed,  the  mind  may  find  solace  from  dte  eadeavoinn  she  tnes  in 
advancing  towards  it.  But  as  soch  perfect  sonndnees,  proof  agamst  all  ac- 
cidents that  can  intervene,  is  scarce  attainable  in  practice,  it  bdioves  ni  to 
provide  against  tbe  weakness  of  hnman  nature,  and  if  possible  avoid  potting 
it  to  trials  greater  than  it  can  bear. 

Whence  it  becomes  a  brandi  of  necessary  prudence  to  endeavour  placing 
onrselves  in  tfae  situation,  and  to  take  up  the  employments,  best  snited  tu 
our  taste  and  genius ;  for  therein  we  shall  be  likdy  to  pass  our  time  com- 
fbrtaUy,  end  to  do  oar  work  most  successfolly :  as  likewise  to  avoid  having 
mnch  intercourse  with  persons  of  odd  and  difficult  characters,  enough  to 
raffle  a  philosopher,  or  whose  ways  and  hnmonra  are  greatly  discordant 
from  our  own ;  especially  in  those  connections  which  are  likdy  to  be  of 
long  continuance  and  cannot  be  broken  off  whenever  we  will.  But  since 
we  have  not  always  oar  choice  in  these  partjculare,  there  is  the  more  reason 
to  provide  a  resource  within  ourselves  by  a  robustness  and  serenity  of 
mind  not  easy  to  be  thrown  off  the  hinges  by  unfavourable  accidents. 
Which  temper  is  not  to  be  gained  by  a  single  effort  how  strenuous  soever  ; 
for  it  is  a  habit  and  most  be  nourished  up  gradually  by  vigilance  and  con- 
stant ezerrise  ;  yet  every  single  effort  is  a  hdp  towards  the  growth  of  the 
habit,  and  the  contracting  it  in  little  matters  renders  it  more  easy  to  be 
contracted  in  greater. 

Therefore  no  opportunity  is  to  be  lost  or  overlooked  for  rendering 
peace  habitnd  to  the  mind  by  checking  every  little  motion  to  fretfulness 
or  peevishness,  averseness  to  trouble,  apprehension  of  danger,  regret  at  a 
loss,  vexation  for  a  disappointment,  impatience  for  a  pleasure,  hurry  in  an 
undertaking,  or  anxiety  nnder  a  suspense  that  rises  in  tiie  breast ;  nor  ought 
anything  practicable  to  be  omitted  for  spreading  peace  amongst  other 
people,  whether  by  exhortation,  advice,  example,  exclamation,  humour. 
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ridicule,  or  whatever  method  U  most  suitable  to  the  occasion.  But  though 
something  may  be  done  towards  quieting  the  mind  hy  dint  of  reBolution, 
yet  we  shall  succeed  more  effectually  if  we  can  get  Bome  soothing  prospect 
bo  auist  OS :  for  present  nneasinesB  cannot  always  be  assuaged  unlesi  by 
thoughts  of  absent  good.  Therefore  the  ground  and  never-failing  source 
of  peace  i>,  Hope,  which  arises  from  an  impartial  contemplation  of  nature, 
for  if  we  survey  it  throngh  fal^  glasaes,  so  as  to  persuade  oarselves  that 
men  are  born  enemies  to  one  anotiier,  and  that  the  condition  of  creatures, 
a  very  few  excepted,  is  wretched  and  despicable  i  this  will  be  more  likely 
to  fill  us  ^tb  melancholy  and  horror  than  with  comfort :  but  a  candid 
and  benevolent  temper  will  discover  so  many  advantages  and  enjoymenta 
everywhere  as  to  give  us  a  cheerful  idea  of  the  world  we  live  in. 

Yet  this  idea  cannot  have  its  full  effect  without  religion,  which  alone 
can  ensure  us  a  share  in  the  stream  of  bounty  that  flows  copiously  on 
all  sides,  and  opens  a  mach  larger  ..and  richer  prospect  into  the  invisible 
world  than  this  narrow  earth  can  afford.  Nevertheless,  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  embrace  everything  hastily  that  carries  the  appearance  of  re- 
ligion i  for  many  by  an  injudicious  earnestness  to  become  religions,  have 
filled  themselves  with  doubts  and  despondencies,  destroyed  their  own 
peace,  entertained  an  nnfavonrable  opinion  as  well  of  tlieir  fellow-crea- 
tures as  of  the  creation,  and  thought  narrowly  and  unworthily  of  their 
Creator.  Wherefore  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  deaervea  onr 
principal  attention,  to  cultivate  just  aentimenta  of  him,  and  as  be  wantanot 
our  adoration  nor  our  services,  but  has  vouchsafed  so  nuuHi  knowledge  of 
himself  as  he  judges  needful,  and  given  as  religion  for  our  benefit;  we  may 
be  sure  that  is  the  truest  which  tends  most  to  preserve  our  minds  in  a 
steady  tenor,  to  draw  us  out  of  hurtfiil  courses,  and  to  make  us  profitablft 
to  one  another. 
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RiLiGioN,  although  justly  styled  the  service  of  God.  because  then  only 
having  the  true  and  r^  value  when  performed  in  obedience  to  his  Will, 
yet  was  not  given  to  serve  himself,  but  his  creatures:  therefore  must 
be  adapted  to  their  needs  and  their  natures,  in  order  to  become  serviceable 
to  them.  But  human  nature  being  very  various  among  people  and  indivi- 
duals according  to  their  capacities,  endowments  or  casts  of  imagination ; 
their  diversity  of  characters  requires  a  different  management  to  serve  tbem 
effectually.  And  you  may  as  well  think  of  setting  out  a  measure  of  clothes 
that  shall  fit  everybody,  as  of  drawing  up  a  complete  system  of  Religion 
accommodated  to  Uie  uses  of  all  mankind. 

Much  discourse  has  passed  in  the  world  upon  uniformity,  and  indeed  an 
nniformity  of  profession  were  a  desirable  thing,  aa  preventing  discordance 
among  mankind,  and  a  contempt  of  Rdigion  in  general.  For  religious 
feuds  being  the  most  mischievous  and  rancorous  of  any,  no  care  can  be  too 
great  to  avoid  them.  Nor  is  anything  more  contrary  to  the  grand  purpose 
of  ReUgion,  the  general  good,  than  for  men  to  persuade  themselves  they  do 
God  service  in  veiing  and  ill-treating  one  another :  or  more  injurious  to  hia 
gtory,  than  to  imagine  him  entertaining  a  hatred  and  enmity  against  hia 
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amAareB.  And  the  balk  of  mankind,  nnable  to  strike  out  anything  of 
themoetvcfl.  would  have  no  reatraint  upon  their  passions,  no  awe  or  de- 
pendence, or  perhaps  no  thought  of  an  invisible  Power  governing  both 
wnrida,  if  they  were  not  let  into  it  by  custom  and  authority  :  but  autho- 
rity and  cnstom  have  the  stronger  influence  the  more  generally  they  are 
complied  with. 

liierefore  it  ia  expedient  and  neoeeeary  to  have  some  form  of  doctrine 
generally  agreed  to,  for  preserving  peace  and  a  re^rd  to  futurity  among 
the  people.  And  the  more  concise  and  simple  this  form  can  be  contrived, 
the  better :  because  more  comprehensive,  as  belog  easier  accommodated  to 
the  divenity  of  characters.  But  no  established  form  can  contain  the  whole 
of  every  man's  opinions,  for  unless  he  strikes  out  something  of  bia  own  from 
whathas  been  taught  him,  he  will  make  very  little  proficiency  in  Religion  : 
and  the  same  expressions  convey  very  diflerent  ideas  to  a  number  of 
hearers ;  so  that  it  is  not  to  be  concluded  that  we  have  all  exactly  the  same 
sentiments,  because  we  all  join  in  the  same  form  of  words. 

How  short  is  the  first  article  of  onr  creed  }  I  believe  in  God  the  Father 
almighty.  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth.  Yet  how  various  are  our  concep- 
tions of  the  supreme  Being  ?  some  conceive  him  governed  by  human  affec- 
tions, such  as  anger,  hatred,  desire  of  honour,  ftvour,  complacence  to  those 
who  resemble  him  ;  absolutely  uncertain  of  the  turns  of  freewill,  unable  to 
make  his  work  perfect,  but  perpetually  interposing  to  mend  what  fiiUs  out 
amiss,  hurt  by  offences  which  he  cannot  remit  without  an  amends  made 
lum  in  value..  Others  beheve  him  exempt  from  passiou  of  all  kinds,  acting 
invariably  by  reason,  juat  such  as  ours  only  not  liable  to  error,  and  some- 
what better  informed  as  having  a  larger  scene  to  contemplate,  proceeding 
upon  the  rectitude  resulting  from  a  natore  of  things  whiui  was  not  of  bis 
own  production.  Others  again  hold  him  the  author  of  reason  itself,  of 
qualities,  forms,  and  essences,  as  well  as  of  substances,  leaving  nothing  to 
diance  or  contingency,  able  to  provide  adequate  causes  for  bringing  all  his 
purposes  to  bear,  never  interposing  on  sudden  emergencies  from  an  unfore- 
seen necessity,  but  in  consequence  of  hia  own  predeterminadon  to  interpose. 
Then  for  the  epithet  Almighty,  if  any  one  would  see  what  multitude  of 
reflections  that  alone  gives  scope  to,  let  him  read  over  doctor  Barrow's  long 
•ermon  upon  the  Greek  word  Pantocratoor.  Seneca  supposed  the  elemente 
uncreated,  and  gave  that  for  the  reason  why  the  world  was  not  better  made, 
because  some  of  the  elements  being  sluggish  and  nntractable,  could  not  he 
brought  into  a  completer  form  ;  yet  he  allowed  that  God  has  made  as  good 
ft  world  as  his  materials  were  capable  of.  So  he  wonld  not  have  scrupled 
joining  with  us  in  repeating.  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth.  And  though 
DOW  we  all  believe  the  matemls  created  by  the  same  hand  that  worked  them 
up  into  a  regnlar  system,  yet  we  are  not  so  unanimous  with  respect  to  the 
time.  It  is  the  common  opinion,  I  suppose,  that  they  were  created  just 
when  wanted  for  the  uses  we  see  them  put  to  ;  but  many  learned  and  pious 
men  have  holden  them  existent,  and  perhaps  employed  in  other  uses,  before 
the  Mosaic  creation  ;  much  more  that  the  glorious  Sun  and  immeasurably 
distant  stars  were  above  a  week  older  than  Adam. 

How  shall  we  expoond  heaven  so  as  to  compass  an  uniformity  of  senti- 
■Donts  ?  Tie  common  people  place  it  in  the  atmosphere :  whence  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  birds  of  heaven,  the  dews  of  heaven,  and  the  heavens  opening 
when  it  lightens.  Some  may  begin  it  just  above  the  atmosphere :  others 
perhaps  remove  it  beyond  the  starry  sphere  and  visible  universe.    But  when 
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we  reflect  on  the  earth's  motion  in  her  annual  orbit,  ne  dull  find  that  was 
heaven  yeaterday  whidi  is  earth  to-day,  and  the  apace  contained  in  the  room 
I  DOW  ait  in  will  be  part  of  heaven  to-mMTow.  Some  perhaps  may  imagine 
that  heaven  is  not  ImsJ,  but  it  is  our  immo^ion  into  body  that  exclude*  ua 
from  thence  i  >o  that  if  all  our  material  bars  could  be  bursten  asiinder,  we 
should  instantly  find  ourselves  in  heaven  without  removing  from  our  places. 

Ilins  a  perfect  uniformity  of  sentiments  is  neither  practicahle  nor  needful  i 
it  is  enoogfa  that  we  agree  together  so  far  as  that  we  may  act  in  concot 
upon  the  common  occasions  of  life,  and  not  disturb  one  another  in  our  reli< 
giooB  eierciaea.  Therefore  oar  hiws  have  wisely  provided  for  such  an  uni- 
formity of  profesuons  as  is  requisite  to  maintain  order  and  good  hannony, 
and  keep  alive  a  sesse  of  religion  in  all  parts  of  the  community :  giving  full 
liberty  and  indulgence  to  any  diversity  of  opinions  that  does  not  tend  to  in- 
validate those  provisiotiB,  and  unsettle  the  minds  of  the  people. 

S.  Yet  is  tlua  liberty  to  be  used  cautiously  :  for  speculative  opinions  may 
have  an  influence  upon  practical,  and  one  man's  speculations,  though  inno- 
cent and  salutary  to  himself,  may  catqe  disquietade  and  do  mischief  in  the 
mind  of  another,  who  perhaps  will  draw  ioterences  horn  them  the  author 
never  intended  nor  would  think  consequential,  tending  to  overthrow  some 
established  tenet,  or  even  subversive  of  religion  and  good  manners.  For 
in  every  sdenee,  those  who  make  it  their  business  to  dive  into  the  depths 
of  it,  find  a  very  different  scene  of  things  from  those  who  take  only  so  mach 
as  is  requisite  for  common  use  ;  and  such  as  have  bestowed  much  thou^t 
upon  the  fonndations  of  right  and  wrong,  discover  many  contrarietiea  and 
abenrdities  in  the  popular  notions ;  as  on  the  other  hand  their  refinements 
appear  unintelligible  and  absurd  to  the  generality.  Therefore  it  behoves 
every  man  to  regard  not  only  what  is  rational,  consistent,  and  wholesome 
to  himself  but  what  will  continue  so  when  thrown  into  a  diversdy  moulded 
imagination :  reserving  Qie  former  for  bis  private  use,  or  for  those  of  a 
eimilar  cast,  bat  dealing  out  the  latter  only  to  all  comers. 

Hence  the  so  noted  distinction  among  philosophers  of  their  esoteric  and 
esoteric  doctrines,  the  one  to  be  trusted  only  with  adepts,  the  other  cchr- 
municated  to  the  vulgar :  or  if  they  did  sometimes  venture  the  former  in  a 
mixed  audience,  they  couched  them  under  such  enigmatical  and  mysterious 
terms  that  nobody  could  tell  what  to  make  of  them  without  the  setTet  enig- 
matical key.  But  this  reserve  of  theirs  has  been  commonly  placed  in  a 
wrong  light ;  as  if  proceeding  from  a  vain  and  niggardly  temper,  fond  of 
hoarding  up  their  treBHuresforthemselvesandthinkingany  worthless  scraps 
good  enough  for  the  volgar.  Nor  has  the  word  Vulgar  contributed  a  litde 
towards  encouraging  this  notion,  as  signifying  with  us  a  person  of  mean 
undnstanding,  little  knowledge  or  accompli^ment :  so  that  Adept  is  re- 
garded as  a  title  of  honoor,  and  Vulgar  as  a  word  of  reproach.  Whereas 
in  former  times  the  terms  were  relative  to  some  art,  or  science,  or  profea* 
sion,  respectively  comprising  all  who  were  or  were  not  masters  therein :  so 
that  the  philosojiier  himself  was  among  the  vulgar  with  regard  to  commerce, 
masonry,  navigation,  or  other  business  he  did  not  understand,  and  acknow- 
ledged such  as  were  skilful  in  each  profession  for  adepts. 

3.  Contempt  and  jealousy  are  the  natural  growth  of  little  minds :  and 
pretenders  to  a  knowledge  they  have  not,  must  afiect  profoundness  and 
mystery  in  order  to  keep  the  secret  of  those  artifices  they  employ  for  getting 
a  fidse  reputation,  whidi  would  vanish  as  soon  as  seen  through.  But 
meekness,  caitdour,  openneas  of  temper  and  unreserved  benignity,  are  eba- 
racterislics  of  the  true  philosopher.     He  aims  at  genuine  happiness,  sot  at 
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any  q>acio)u  glare  (tf  it  as  teea  throngh  the  optica  of  passion  or  fancy.  He 
pnrwita  knowledge  for  the  rue,  not  the  credit  of  it,  and  desires  repntation 
no  further  than  u  it  may  gun  him  better  attentiDn,  and  thereby  enable 
him  to  do  better  eervice.  He  chooees  hia  science,  not  as  the  most  noble 
and  most  elevated  above  all  others,  bat  as  most  anited  to  hia  particular 
genhis  and  circnmatances  in  life.  For  be  knowa  the  business  of  the  world 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  manv  heads  Tariooaly  qualified,  and  it  behoves 
each  labourer  to  take  that  part  of  the  work  for  which  nature  and  fortune 
have  pecniiarly  adapted  him :  that  being  the  most  noble  and  becoming  to 
every  one,  wherein  he  may  proceed  with  greatest  profit  to  the  community. 
He  sees  that  active  professions  are  more  necessary  to  the  public  weU-being 
than  specnlative.  and  that  many  of  them  require  as  great  acuteness  of  parts, 
aoundneaa  of  judgment,  and  aa  piernng  sagadty,  as  the  depths  of  phi- 

lliongh  his  tboughta  are  continually  rused  np  to  objects  above  the 
common  observance,  he  does  not  think  himself  higher  in  merit  or  accom- 
plishment upon  that  account.  For  as  a  sailor  ordered  np  the  main-mast 
top  to  descry  ships,  or  clouds,  or  promontories  at  a  distance,  though  higher 
in  situation,  is  not  higher  in  rank  and  eminence  than  the  crew  below,  who 
take  their  measores  according  to  his  signals :  so  he  considers  himself  as 
placed  upon  some  watch  tower,  there  to  sit  a  careful  spectator  of  the  earth 
with  its  inhabitants,  their  ways,  natures,  and  all  that  passes  therein,  and 
the  heavens  vrith  all  their  ^ories ;  only  to  draw  notices  from  thence  for  the 
service  of  hia  fellow-labourers,  busied  in  employments  below  as  osefol  and 
as  laudable. 

But  be  knows  that  in  all  professions  there  are  certain  technical  terma 
and  technical  trains  of  thinking  unintelligible  to  those  who  are  not  conver- 
sant in  the  business,  though  perhaps  of  superior  understandings  and  more 
extensive  knowledge.  Therefore  be  communicates  his  notices  where  he 
judges  they  will  be  understood :  for  he  esteems  nothing  too  good  for  any- 
body, but  if  he  withholds  bis  lights  from  any,  it  is  not  owing  to  a  saper- 
cilioos  opinion  of  their  anworthiness,  but  to  their  inability  to  receive  them ; 
which  inability  be  does  not  attribute  to  a  dulness  of  apprehension,  or  any 
other  defect  that  might  lessen  them  in  his  estimation,  but  to  a  want  of  the 
preparation  necessary  for  that  particular  purpose. 

4.  Nor  is  he  more  prone  to  monopoli^  than  to  despise:  for  what 
Talnables  he  possesses  are  of  a  nature  to  be  imparted  without  diminishing 
the  stock  of  the  owner.  Neither  does  he  grudge  any  person  whatever 
benefit  he  can  do  him;  but  he  knows  that  one  man's  meat  may  prove 
another  man's  poison,  and  it  would  be  no  benefit  to  give  another  what  must 
disagree  with  him.  So  be  changes  or  disguises  his  potions,  not  with  inten- 
tion to  deceive,  but  to  render  them  innocent  and  salubrious.  For  he  studies 
to  make  the  good  he  does  as  extensive  as  possible,  which  he  knows  cannot 
be  effected  without  paying  as  much  regard  to  constitutions  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  remedies.  He  finds  the  current  language  among  mankind  variable 
and  uitcertain.  their  words  changing  colours  when  transported  into  other 
phrases,  and  thor  expressions  variously  understood  according  to  the  occa- 
sion. So  he  b  forced  to  form  a  language  of  his  own,  the  terms  whereof 
may  be  steady,  so  aa  not  to  entangle  bis  thoughts  in  equivocations,  but 
capable  of  being  constructed  into  a  compact  and  regular  sifstem,  from  whence 
his  occasional  reasonings  may  spring  like  branches  growing  from  a  tree. 

As  he  pursues  knowledge  to  its  foundations,  it  appears  there  in  a  diflercnt 
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form  from  what  it  does  upon  the  surface,  and  leads  him  into  reflections 
nn&miliar  to  common  comprehension,  because  generally  Dnheeded  ae  being 
useless  in  common  life.  For  the  rules  of  action  often  take  a  different  cast 
ftom  the  reasons  giving  them  birth ;  and  like  a  winding  road  seem  to  carry 
the  traveller  quite  away  from  the  point  whereto  they  will  conduct  at  last, 
llierefore  he  has  one  set  of  doctrines  for  his  private  use,  and  another  for 
his  neighbours :  not  that  they  vary  in  substance,  for  the  drift  of  both 
is  to  infoee  as  pare,  consistent,  and  sablim^  notions  of  the  Deity  as  possible, 
to  bring  the  mind  satisfied  with  herself,  to  direct  and  animate  the  receiver 
in  fulfilling  the  social  and  prudential  duties  of  his  statian ;  but  tlie  one  is  a 
trandatjan  of  the  other  into  the  vulgar  language. 

For  if  be  were  to  deliver  his  sentiments  in  his  own,  he  would  be  so  far 
from  dealing  honestly  with  his  hearers  that  he  would  prevaricate  and  de- 
ceive them  egregiouely,  by  conveying  ideas  the  most  foreign  to  his  real 
thoughts.  If  be  talked  of  interest,  &ey  would  understand  him  of  getting 
money  or  preferment ;  if  he  recommended  gntti6cation,  they  would  think 
only  of  the  present  fancy  starting  up  in  their  beads  :  if  he  asserted  God  to 
be  totally  exempt  from  passion  or  affection,  they  would  imagine  there  could 
be  neither  fevour  nor  vengeance,  neither  reward  nor  punishment:  if  he 
represented  him  incapable  of  receiving  pleasure  or  vexation  from  anything 
we  do,  they  would  suppose  it  all  one  in  what  manner  we  behave,  all  acdonn 
being  beheld  with  equal  indifierence  by  the  all-seeing  eye.  Therefore  to 
convey  his  real  sentiments  he  must  disguise  and  even  contradict  them,  the 
idioms  of  the  two  languages  being  so  widely  diSerent,  that  to  keep  the 
spirit  of  the  original,  he  must  somelimea  express  himself  directly  opposite 
to  the  articles  of  his  ovm  creed. 

5.  And  the  better  to  satisfy  the  world  with  their  being  dealt  with  after 
this  manner,  we  think  it  probable  he  will  practise  the  honest  same  artifice 
upon  himself.  For  he  cannot  fail  of  koovring  he  is  only  sensitive-rational : 
Bo  whatever  use  he  may  make  of  his  understanding  in  speculation,  he  must 
not  expect  to  live  by  reason ;  but  his  conduct  will  be  guided  by  such  rules 
and  opinions-as  he  has  stored  up  in  hie  imagination.  But  imagination  will 
throw  her  own  clumsy  shapes  and  gross  colourings  upon  whatever  is  de- 
posited with  her :  nor  can  she  contain  any  great  lengths  of  refinement  with- 
out losing  them  among  the  sensible  objects,  wherewith  she  is  continually 
conversant.  Therefore  he  has  one  cast  of  mind  for  the  closet,  and  another 
to  serve  him  for  practice  when  he  enteii  into  the  busy  world,  accommodated 
to  the  scenes  he  expects  to  meet  with  there. 

Your  beginners  in  science,  fond  of  a  new  discovery,  cannot  lay  it  aside 
upon  occasion  ;  so  they  min^e  subtiltiea  among  their  common  afiairs,  and 
gross  ideas  among  their  meditations ;  which  causes  a  confusion  and 
awkwardness  in  both.  But  the  perfection  of  art  hes  in  separating  them 
distinctly :  wherein  whoever  has  attained  a  competent  proficiency,  will  have 
his  particular  ranges,  and  such  command  over  his  thoughts  as  to  turn  them 
at  any  time  into  the  reasonable  train.  For  upon  ordinary  occurrences  be 
will  find  it  necessary  to  employ  the  ministry  of  the  senses,  and  take 
the  judgments  they  have  been  habituated  to  make:  in  bis  iutercourse 
among  other  people,  the  force  of  sympathy  will  insensibly  assimilate  his 
conceptions  to  theirs ;  or  if  he  could  Tesist  this  force,  it  would  only  destroy 
the  ease,  the  freedom,  and  the  mutual  benefit  of  that  intercoui«e, 

lliese  circumstances  make  it  often  necessary  for  us  to  conceive  of  things 
otherwise  thanwe  know  them  to  be:  we  knowthe  sun  stands  still, and  thecarth 
rolls  arotmd  bim  with  inconceivable  rapidity ;  yet  to  think  of  the  stately 
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fabrics,  the  spacious  cities,  the  seated  mountains,  tbe  briinmiiig  ocean,  and 
the  universal  quiescence  of  a  still  evening,  nubing-forward  with  such  inces' 
sant  impetuouty,  is  an  ides  too  imnieldy  for  our  imagination.  We  know 
the  fire  only  diseipetea,  bat  does  not  destroy :  yet  ve  currently  talk  of  its 
.drying  np,  consoming,  and  destroying.  We  hold  matter  inert  and  sense- 
less, but  ascribe  force  to  storms  and  inundations  i  activity  to  spirituous 
liqaori  and  drags ;  inclemency  to  seasons ;  kindliness  to  dews ;  benignity 
to  vernal  gleams ;  and  give  bodies  other  powers  and  affections  belonging 
to  ourselves.  Nor  can  we  avoid  defaaung  even  the  divine  essence  by  figu- 
rative e^qireesions,  makgin  it  tenable,  in  our  imagination :  as  when  we 
speak  of  the  hand,  the  finger,  the  eye,  the  voice  of  God,  apprehend  him 
pleased  or  grieved,  angry,  compassionate,  or  jealous,  and  acting  In  a  manner 
whereinto  we  ouredves  are  led  by  human  passions. 

Such  then  being  the  constitotion  of  hoiaaa  nature,  onr  professor  will 
conform  his  measures  accordingly,  nor  try  to  conduct  his  ordinary  bf^aviour 
by  the  sublimities  of  reason,  whk^  would  be  a  fruitless  attempt.  He  will 
only  employ  these  at  convenient  hours  to  store  his  imagination  with  such 
opinions,  maxims,  h^its.  moral  senses,  deures,  and  conceptions,  as  may 
serve  him  for  daily  nse.  And  he  will  follow  the  golden  n^e  of  doing  to 
others  as  he  does  to  himself  endeavooring  to  infuse  them  with  such  senti- 
ments as  may  prove  useAil  and  practicable,  hiding  from  them  whatever 
might  invali^te  or  mislead  the  influence  of  those  seDtiments,  not  aiming  to 
mdte  philosophers  of  all  the  world,  but  reasonable  creatures,  actuated  by 
such  prinraples  as  philosophy  would  recommend.  Nor  will  he  neglect  to 
watch  over  the  whole  6miUy  of  imag^ination,  as  well  in  his  own  breast  as 
elsewhere;  in  order  to  correct  whatever  has  run  amiss,  and  idter  whatever 
a  variation  of  GirciunHtances  has  rendered  inexpedient. 

6.  In  hnmble  imitation  of  this  model,  I  should  be  glad  to  make  the  pro- 
per separation  between  the  theoretic  and  practical  doctrines :  how  well  I 
fiBve  managed  the  point  with  respect  to  my  private  convenience,  relates  to 
myself  alone,  nor  does  it  concern  anybody  else.  And  with  respect  to  the 
public  convemence,  the  times  are  altered  since  our  forefathers  used  to  select 
their  adepts  and  their  vulgar  for  their  several  lectures ;  for  the.  method  of 
lectures  is  now  grown  obsolete,  nor,  were  it  not,  have  I  either  lungs  or 
fluent^  for  the  task.  For  I  am  not  entitled  to  talk  by  myself  without  con- 
tradiction in  the  regular  way,  and  for  the  irregular  of  field-preaching  I  have 
no  opinion,  nor  yet  the  talents  requisite  to  succeed :  for  it  is  the  marvellous, 
the  surprising,  the  vehement,  and  the  positive,  that  draw  crowded  mobs  about 
the  gifted  preacher ;  whereas  1  pretend  to  no  gifts,  other  than  are  bestowed  in 
common  among  all  who  are  willing  to  improve  them  carefully.  So  I  can  only 
lay  out  my  thoughts  in  writing,  and  leave  it  to  chance  to  dispose  of  tbem 
among  all  sorts  of  people,  who  may  &ncy  they  shall  find  something  to  like 
or  diElik^  in  them,  for  curiosity  will  sometimes  shoot  as  vigoroudy  out  of 
the  latter  expectation  as  the  former. 

Since  then  I  am  confined  to  this  only  method,  I  may  hope  to  find  excuse 
for  the  inconveniences  unavoidably  attending  it,  and  that  my  readers  will 
make  the  separation  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  complete.  For  either  1 
must  have  omitted  what  appeared  to  me  necessary  to  satisly  the  curious,  og 
must  venture  something  unfit  for  the  uses  of  him  who  desires  only  practical 
knowledge.  Therefore,  whoever  shall  find  me  advancing  anything  hurtful 
to  Religion  or  good  manners,  let  him  pass  it  over  as  not  intended  for  him, 
norwhatl  wi^b  might  prevail  apon  him,  and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  I  did 
nut  discern  its  tendency.     For  we  have  not  all  the  same  sagacity  and  pene- 
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tration,  imd  he  may  rest  perenaded  that  if  I  had  had  his  lighta  and  judg- 
ment to  have  pointed  out  the  evil  coDwquenoea,  I  eboidd  not  only  have 
omitted  but  rejected  it.  For  1  loc^  apoa  Religion  and  reason  as  die  gifts 
of  God,  whose  characteristic  being  goodness,  they  mnst  be  beneficial  to  be 
genuine :  therefore  whatever  proves  detrimental  to  mankind,  carries  in  that 
circumstance  an  evidence  of  its  being  false  and  spnrious.  Nor  have  I  care- 
lesdythrownouteverythingatrandom,  buton  the  contrary  have  rappresaed 
some  speculations  that  seemed  to  me  innocent  and  well  gronoded,  being 
apprehensive  they  might  give  oflbnce :  so  that  1  may  claim  some  of  the 
merit  ascribed  by  Roscommon  to  the  versifying  tribe,  when  he  says.  Poets 
lose  half  the  ynisB  they  might  have  got,  were  it  but  known  what  they  dis- 
creetly blot. 

As  to  what  esoterics  I  have  vented,  such  as  the  fbondalion  of  moral  du- 
ties upon  self-intereet ;  the  corporeity  of  mental  organs ;  the  homc^eneity 
of  created  spirits  i  the  rational  faeolty  bdng  a  secondary  property  resulting 
from  the  composition  of  spirit  with  a  fine  organization ;  the  dependence  of 
perception,  judgment,  and  free  action,  upon  positions  or  Motions  in  particles  of 
matter ;  the  universal  plan  of  Providence,  comprising  all  events  and  leaving  no 
room  for  contingency ;  the  Attribute  of  Equity,  void  of  favour,  partiality  or 
predilection ;  the  equality  of  fortunes  among  spiritual  subsbinces  ;  the 
limited  duration  of  punishment ;  its  exact  distribution  brought  about  by 
natural  cauaes,  without  needing  Uie  formality  of  a  judgment ;  the  balandng 
periods  ;  the  plentitude  of  the  Universe  {  the  varions  orders  of  Beings ;  their 
intimate  commixture ;  their  free-agency,  yet  so  directed  as  not  to  disturb 
the  municipal  laws  belonging  to  each  other ;  their  mutual  connection  of  in- 
terests ;  their  endeavours  for  the  benefit  of  their  own  species  contributing  to 
maintain  the  general  good ;  and  such  like.  Tbeae  seemed  neceaeary  to 
complete  a  regular  system,  to  be  worked  up  from  the  foundations  of  expe- 
rience and  reason  into  a  compact  uniform  fabric ;  wherein  there  might  be 
nothing  loose,  incongruous,  or  unsupported,  to  ofiend  the  penetrating  eye 
of  the  speculative.  And  I  have  been  solicitous  all  along  to  do  what  in  me 
lay  to  prevent  any  bad  tincture  they  might  cast  upon  the  exoterics  calculated 
for  popular  use :  which  to  my  thinking  may  with  proper  management  be 
made  to  grow  more  healthy  from  them,  although  difiering  in  taste  and  ap- 
peuance.  For  it  is  no  oncommon  thing  for  fruits  to  have  qualities  oppo- 
site to  those  of  the  tree  that  bore  them :  but  we  must  cultivate  the  tree, 
though  we  need  only  gather  the  fruit  for  our  eating. 

7.  But  the  tree  being  valuable  only  for  the  fruit,  it  becomes  a  prudent 
gardener  to  check  the  Inxuriancy  of  its  branches,  to  engraff,  to  pruiie,  to 
distribute  and  nail  the  twigs ;  and  in  general  to  cultivate  it  in  sudi  a  man- 
ner as  that  it  may  yield  the  most  plenttfut  and  goodliest  produce.  Or,  to 
change  the  metaphor,  we  may  consider  the  philosopher  as  a  wholesale 
trader,  importing  the  principles  of  reason  and  conduct  from  all  quarters  of 
nature  where  he  can  settle  a  correspondence.  If  you  go  to  him  for  the 
supply  of  your  femily,  he  cannot  accommodate  you :  for  he  deals  only  in 
tons  and  hogsheads,  or  quantities  largei-  than  you  will  know  what  to  do 
with.  Besides  that  your  purchase  would  consist  partly  of  cask  and  packing, 
which  must  encumber  your  house ;  and  contains  a  mixture  of  stalk,  and 
hosk,  and  rubbi^,  which  would  require  a  great  deal  of  skill  and  trouble  in 
the  picking.  Or  it  may  be  he  wiD  show  yon  piles  of  plank  or  bars  of 
ingots,  good  for  no  service  upon  earth  until  properly  manu&ctured.  So  it 
is  his  business  to  supply  the  retailer  who  may  work  up  his  materials  into 
tools  and  utensils,  necessary  for  the  artificer  and  the  private  housekeeper  ,* 
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or  pick,  and  smt,  and  parcel  out  his  warn,  and  mingle  tbetu  in  hkji  com- 
poailioiu  as  that  yon  aball  scarce  know  the  mgredientB,  yet  diall  find  tbem 
fit  for  your  immediate  oonsomptimi. 

Bat  it  being  no  onj^ecedented  thing  for  the  gardener  to  carry  hb  own 
fruit  to  market,  nor  for  the  wholesale  dealer  to  hare  a  aepmrate  ahcq) 
wherein  he  carries  on  the  retail  bnnne&s :  why  may  not  J  be  indolged  m 
the  like  iLttempt,  and  permitted  to  try  how  the  esoterics  will  look  when  ma- 
nu&^Dred  in  the  ezoterical  form,  lliis  ia  the  more  commendable  enter' 
prise,  hecanse  great  mistakes  and  absordities  have  been  committed  in  the 
maoubctory :  so  titat  whatever  be  the  inccese,  the  artizans  are  obliged  to 
me  for  my  good  will  and  cndeaTours  to  improve  and  facilitate  the  art. 
l^eTefore  amce  1  have  tiie  benefit  of  the  retailer  as  well  as  the  consmner  in 
view,  I  cannot  wholly  lay  aside  the  ezerciee  of  the  esoteric  branch,  even 
while  at  work  npos  the  exoterics :  betaose  I  wonld  willingly  Aov  how 
both  may  be  recondled  so  as  to  assist  and  DO-operate  with  eadi  other,  as 
springing  originally  from  the  same  root,  end  conducing  altimatdy  to  die 
same  pnrpose- 

For  to  proceed  securely  either  way,  we  most  proceed  iqkhi  our  experience 
in  the  nature  of  things :  but  the  thmg  that  it  concerns  oa  nearest  to  study  is 
man  himself,  whose  nstore  we  are  prinripally  to  r^ard,  and  shape  oar  con- 
duct accordin^y  in  the  ineaBnres  we  take  for  his  benefit.  We  have  al- 
ready had  chapters  npcm  Imagination  and  Understanding.  Conviction  and 
Pertnasion,  Knowledge  and  Conception  :  wherein  we  have  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  distinction  between  Reason  and  Apprehension  to  show,  that  one 
cannot  always  follow  close  upwi  tite  other ;  and  that  most  men  constantly, 
and  an  men  generally,  are  guided  in  their  motions  by  the  latter.  We  have  seeo 
that  the  virtues  themsf^ea  do  not  become  perfect  until  they  grow  into  de  - 
siies.  Tsising  spontaneously  without  needing  &e  help  ol  reason  to  recom- 
mend them.  llierefbTV  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  have  a  well- 
ordered  imaginatioD,  to  lay  in  such  stores  there  as  it  can  receive,  and  as 
may  invigorate  and  direct  our  conduct :  for  without  this  onr  knowledge 
cannot  be  practical,  at  kast  so  as  to  serve  us  upon  occaaons  wherein  we 
shaQ  need  it  the  most. 

To  have  the  fall  use  of  our  understanding,  the  body  must  be  free  from 
pain  and  disorder,  the  spirrts  alert,  the  mind  quiet  and  serene,  and  nothing 
external  to  ruffle  or  distnrb  ns ;  but  in  this  situation  there  is  no  difficulty 
how  to  behave.  The  seasons  most  needfrU  to  provide  against  are  those  of 
harry  and  business,  sodden  emei'gencieB,  allnring  pleasores,  tuihnlent  pas- 
sions, dangers,  distreiBes,  afflictions,  and  vexations :  when  we  cannot  sMke 
oat  new  li^ts,  nor  pursue  lengths  of  meditation,  but  most  avail  ourselves 
of  sneh  ideas  as  shall  start  up  spontaneously  to  the  thought.  Thoefore 
when  leisure  permits  and  opportunity  favours,  it  bfjioves  ns  to  examine  what 
reeflOQ  wonld  recommend  in  all  circnmstances  we  may  be  likely  to  fall  nn- 
do*,  and  Punish  oar  minds  with  such  apprehensions  as  may  be  most  (dectnal 
for  the  porpose ;  no  matter  whether  they  contain  the  whole  grounds  whereon 
we  proceed.  And  even  in  our  systems  of  Theology  and  Religion,  designed 
for  ordinary  use,  regard  mnst  be  had  not  only  to  the  nature  of  things  and 
to  what  we  know,  but  likewise  to  the  nature  of  Man  and  what  he  is  able 
easily  to  concdve. 
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Havihc  found  it  necessary  to  connilt  ell  parts  of  oar  nHtnre,  as  well  u  our 
inferior  feumlties  preaeating  the  familiar  images  and  trains  of  tbooght  rising 
habituall}'  before  our  view,  as  tlie  scientific  and  ntional,  in  order  to  frame 
«  set  of  sentimentR  that  may  serve  us  upon  ordinary  occasions ;  it  will  be 
proper  to  begin  with  completing  our  theology.  And  this  brings  na  to  the 
three  remaining  Attributes  of  Purity,  Majesty,  and  Holiness ;  which  had 
no  place  among  the  esoterics  as  being  not  discoverable  by  contemplation  of 
the  divine  nature  alone,  nor  the  administration  of  Providence,  bnt  rather 
negative  of  what  is  in  man,  than  aiGrmative  of  anything  in  God,  For 
Purity  by  the  derivation  implies  an  ezemption  from  bU  fonl  and  heteroge- 
neous mixture :  so  water  is  pure  when  dear  of  mud  and  soil,  and  on- 
mingled  with  other  liquors ;  gold  Is  pure  when  undebased  by  any  alloy ; 
and  the  mind  is  pure  when  untouched  by  sordid  passions  or  bestial  de- 
sires. But  these  things  are  capable  of  having  dregs  and  foulnesses  intro- 
duced among  them,  therefore  Purity  is  an  excellence,  nor  can  we  complete 
our  idea  of  perfection  in  them  without  it.  Whereas  the  divine  essence, 
being  simple  and  individual,  cannot  mingle  with  anything  foreign  to  itself; 
and  being  impassive,  not  affected  by  objects  of  sensation  and  reflection,  can 
receive  no  change  of  state  from  passions  or  desires  of  any  kind.  One 
should  wonder,  then,  why  a  particular  Attribute  is  assigned  the  supreme 
Being,  to  preserve  him  from  a  debasement  it  is  not  in  his  nature  to  undergo : 
we  might  as  well  make  an  Attribute  of  Abstemionaness  because  he  lives 
without  eating,  or  of  hardiness  because  he  wears  no  clothes  to  ke^  him 

Nevertheless,  it  is  not  bo  material  in  this  case  to  consider  what  is  the 
divine  essence,  as  what  is  the  form  and  condition  of  our  own  imagination. 
For  we  cannot  behold  God  intuitively :  we  can  comprehend  him  no  other- 
wise than  ^  such  representation  as  we  are  able  to  frame  of  him  in  our 
thoughts.  With  the  utmost  stretch  of  our  understanding,  we  cannot  de- 
lineate him  exactly,  but  still  find  him  incomprehensible ;  and  that  minia- 
ture we  carry  about  in  oar  hearts  for  conetant  use  falls  short  even  of 
the  drawing  in  oar  understanding ;  whence  our  representation  no  more 
contains  the  full  cltaracter  or  the  original,  than  the  print  of  a  picture 
or  statue  does  that  of  the  hero  it  was  designed  to  resemble.  So  that 
at  best  we  are  all  but  idolaters,  and  the  materials  employed  in  making 
up  our  golden  image  are  drawn  from  our  own  fund :  for  we  pidi  what 
golden  particles  we  can  find  in  ourselves,  whatever  we  esteem  an  excel- 
lence or  greatness,  or  power,  or  perfection  in  man ;  and  raising  them  to  the 
highest  degree  we  con  conceive,  thereout  form  our  idea  of  God.  But  with- 
out due  care  some  of  the  dross  belonging  to  us  will  cling  to  the  ingredirots. 
and  fix  itself  insensibly  among  the  composition.  This  is  the  Idol  we  wor- 
ship, to  which  we  look  up  for  protection,  and  the  continual  contemplation 
whereof  assimilates  onr  character  gradaally  to  itself;  therefore  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  keep  this  idea  clear  of  all  manner  of  grossuess,  weak- 
ness, or  impurity. 

The  Heathen  worid  supposed  their  Gods  not  excepting  Jove  himself  the 
npreme  Monarch  over  aU.  subject  to  the  vices,  the  follies,  the  bomoure  and 
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the  bnital  i^petites  of  vaan  :  bfcaiue  tliey  fbnnd  the  like  among  their  heroes 
and  excellent  penons,  the  ion*  and  grandsons  of  Gods.  The  Stoics  held 
the  material  oniTa-w  to  be  God,  assoted  that  he  was  the  most  perfect  ani- 
mal, of  a  round  form  and  perpetoal  activity,  whirling  round  every  four  snd 
twenty  hours  :  because  they  could  conceiTe  no  undentanding  without  ma. 
terial  organs  to  serve  for  imtnuoents  of  its  operations.  There  have  been 
Christians  called  Anthropomorphites,  who  sacribed  to  God  a  human  shape, 
because  I  suppose  they  had  so  much  of  the  Epicurean  as  to  hold  that  intel- 
ligence could  not  subust  without  a  brain,  and  senses,  and  members  and)  as 
our  own. 

And  flumgh  we  have  now,  I  believe,  universally  diacarded  all  corporeal 
mixture  from  the  divine  essence,  except  in  speaking  figuratively  of  the 
hand,  the  eye,  the  ear,  the  mouth  i^tji  we  know  to  be  figurative  ezpres- 
sioos  at  the  instant  of  employing  them :  yet  when  I  hear  the  enthoaiaatii 
and  illuminated  people  talk  so  feelingly  of  the  finger  of  God  immediately 
touching  their  hearts,  and  insist  upon  the  evidence  of  sense  for  their  revela- 
tions ;  I  cannot  help  suepectiiig  they  have  an  idea  of  something  corporeal 
and  sensible  operating  upon  them ;  and  if  they  call  this  the  immediate  act 
of  God,  what  is  it  but  making  God  corporeal  ?  I  can  just  remember  when 
the  women  first  taught  me  to  say  my  prayers ;  I  used  to  have  the  idea  of  a 
venerable  old  man,  of  a  composed,  benign  countenance,  with  his  own  hair, 
clad  in  a  morning  gown  of  a  grave  coloured  flowered  damask,  sitting  in  an 
elbow  chair.  I  am  not  disturbed  at  the  grosanees  of  my  in&nt  theology,  it 
being  the  best  1  could  then  entertiun :  for  I  was  then  much  about  as  wise 
as  Epicurus,  having  no  conception  of  sense  or  authority  possible  out  of  a 
human  form.  And  perhaps  the  time  will  come  when,  if  I  can  look  back 
upon  my  present  thoughts,  I  may  find  the  most  elevated  of  them  as  un- 
worthy of  their  object  as  I  now  think  the  old  man  in  the  elbow  dioir. 

2.  We  now  conceive  of  God  as  a  Spirit,  without  mixture  of  anything 
material  to  serve  him  either  for  organ  or  instrument :  but  then  we  take  our 
notion  of  Spirit  from  those  among  whom  we  are  conversant,  that  is,  from 
one  another  ;  whom  we  find  acting  to  accomplish  something  expedient,  or 
to  gratify  some  desire,  directed  by  the  notices  of  their  judgment  or  senses, 
and  characterized  by  their  sentiments  and  afiections ;  so  we  apprehend  him 
attentive  to  the  contingencies  of  chance  and  free-will,  receiving  information 
from  his  all-discerning  eye,  proceeding  upon  the  judgments  of  perfect 
reason,  actuated  by  those  we  style  the  noble  affections,  concerned  for  the 
well-being  of  his  race  of  men,  solicitous  to  compass  his  gracious  purposes, 
and  to  receive  the  tribute  of  their  willing  obedlenoe.  Still  the  lineaments 
of  our  image  are  fetched  from  homan  nature,  and  so  they  must  always  be : 
for  we  have  no  colours  to  employ,  nor  archetypes  to  copy,  but  what  were 
handed  to  us  frtnn  .experience.  And  though  by  the  care^  exercise  of  our 
onderetanding,  we  may  improve  gradually  in  the  fineness  of  our  strokes, 
yet  we  cannot  retain  the  deUcatest  of  them  in  our  imagination ;  which  will 
discern  only  the  grosser  parts  and  see  the  colonrs  changeable. 

Therefore  we  are  forced  to  discourse  and  think  of  God  as  earnest  and 
anxious,  delighted  or  grieved,  angry,  compassionate,  jealous,  or  fiivoorable, 
honoured,  served,  hnit,  or  resisted,  by  our  manner  of  behaviour:  appre- 
hending him  sometimes  an  indulgent  parent  who  will  not  mark  wlwt  is 
amiss,  at  others  on  unrelenting  judge  who  will  call  to  jndgnMnt  every  idle 
word  :  confining  our  eye  to  the  amiable  or  terrible  part  of  his  character, 
according  as  we  happen  to  be  in  the  humour,  or  as  things  fall  out  round 
about  na.    Tliis  neceauty  of  ascribiog  our  own  affection*  and  sentiments  to 
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God,  uid  the  TanaUe  qoality  <^  onr  ideu,  operatiDg  buensiUy  to  osrselves, 
will  introduce  tiwee  of  the  oDwoTtby  sort,  and  make  ua  attribote  the  imper- 
fectioua,  tbe  frultiea,  or  even  the  fonlness  of  cmted  epirita  to  him,  before 
yic  are  aware  :  bo  as  to  worli  Bometiioes  »  lasting  delosioii,  bmt  oftener  ■ 
temporary  disqaietnde  and  misappreheniion  in  our  minds. 

3.  This  mischief  cannot  be  totally  escaped,  for  those  who  pretend  to  the 
highest  perfection  complain  of  their  obscnritiee,  their  aridities,  their  de- 
spondencies, their  desertions,  and  all  mankind  besides  can  see  their  dela- 
sions  and  their  wildnesa  both  <rf  thought  and  conduct :  nor  are  the  most 
soberly  judicions  without  their  lamentations  at  being  unable  to  preserve  con- 
stantly the  same  equal  tenor. of  mind:  nevertheless,  it  may  be  lessened 
and  in  great  measure  remedied  by  diligence  and  good  management.  Tat 
we  have  seen  before,  in  our  examination  of  human  nature,  that  reason  has 
some  power  to  give  a  tuctore  of  her  own  colours  to  the  inferior  facnlties ; 
and  by  her  continual  though  gentle  efiiirts,  to  work  an  alteration  in  the 
habits  and  trtuns  of  thinking.  This  then  is  the  sEarice  we  may  expect  to 
draw  from  onr  esoterics  :  first  to  contemplate  the  divine  essence,  the  dispo- 
sitions of  providence  and  courses  of  nature  ss  well  external  as  internal, 
from  thence  to  gather  the  reasonable  expectation  of  the  events,  and  natntat 
conseqnenceG  of  actions  in  particalsr  sitnations  (rf  circumstances  we  are 
likely  to  come  into :  and  then  secondly  to  oousider  what  affections  appre- 
hended in  the  Disposer  of  all  things  would  produce  the  same  eSect. 

Urns  if  the  philoaopher  sees  that  provision  is  made  for  all  events  within 
the  plan  of  pvividence  by  a  complicated  mnltitode  of  causes,  moat  of  ihtxa 
undwcemible  by  us,  and  taking  a  contrary  turn  to  what  we  should  expect ; 
ho  will  represent  God  as  watcfaful  over  contingmcies,  to  rectify  their  errors, 
and  guide  them  continually  by  his  secret  influence  into  their  proper 
channels.  If  he  discovers  that  the  same  good  or  evil  will  naturally  follow 
upon  certain  actions  as  would  be  distritmted  by  man  according  as  gratified 
or  angry ;  he  will  inculcate  the  opinions  of  tfaoee  affections  in  the  Cteity.  If 
he  knows  that  unbecoming  notions  of  God  roust  inboduce  diequietode, 
diswder,  and  unhappiness  among  mankind ;  be  will  describe  him  as  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  his  glory.  If  he  observes  that  ample  {Hvvision  is  made 
for  the  wants,  conveniences,  tmd  o^ayments  of  the  creatures ;  be  will  psint 
him  as  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent.  If  he  finds  reason  to  bcUeve  that  every 
evil  terminates  in  greater  good ;  he  will  delineate  him  compassionate  and 
tender,  remembering  mercy  in  judgment,  correcting  for  our  benefit.  If  he 
perceives  the  laws  of  nature  etendfast,  not  to  be  broken  through ;  he  figures 
him  a  resolute  governor  and  inflexJUe  jui^.  If  he  experiences  onr  in- 
dustry and  ipirits  rise  in  proportion  as  we  can  fancy  onrwlves  of  import- 
ance to  the  person  opon  whose  account  we  exert  thera ;  he  tries  to  vrork  a 
persuasion  of  God  bang  desirous  of  onr  services,  ddighted  widi  onr  grati- 
tude, solicitous  for  our  well-being,  earnest  to  have  us  conduct  onrselves 
wisely,  disappointed  at  our  deserting  him,  grieved  at  our  disre^Mct,  troubled 
to  see  us  run  into  mischief,  and  anxions  to  prevent  oar  misconduct.  And 
BO  of  the  rest :  «nploying  the  ^ringa  of  imaginatioa  to  effect  diat  very 
tomper<rfmiBdandten<n-ofooiidact,whidt  the  most  refined  reasoD  and  ex- 
tensive understandiag  would  reconnnend,  upon  the  contem^dation  of  nature, 
expedience,  and  rectitnde, 

4.  Tberefofis  he  ndther  prevaricates  with  others  nor  practises  donUe 
dealing  himself,  by  using  one  set  of  doctrines  for  the  closet,  and  another  fnr 
the  world.  For  both  contain  the  same  matter  and  conduce  to  the  same 
point;  the  latter  being  no  more  than  a  version  from  the  long-winded,  uni- 
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form,  oorrect,  re&ted  language  of  pluk»ophy,  into  the  oonciae,  loose,  fin- 
rative,  flnctoatiiig  manner  of  expreeuon.  fit  for  common  diwonne.  It  am 
been  shown  upon  sevend  occuione  before,  that  reason  has  not  the  imme- 
diate command  ol  oar  active  powers,  wbitdi  are  conducted  by  afiections  and 
desires  whose  views,  being  short  and  ccmfined,  torn  firom  time  to  time  upon 
certain  marka  of  parsuit  hanging  jnst  before  them,  and  we,  being  so  con- 
stantly habitoated  to  this  state  of  nind  in  ourselves,  cannot  ordinarily  com- 
prehend otherwise  even  of  God  himself.  Wherefore  we  are  ezcnsable  in 
practisiiig  thn  manner  ot  comprehension,  [M-ovidod  we  render  it  as  refined  and 
celestial  as  our  imagination  will  bear,  striving  to  exclade  all  impnritiee  or 
gross  commixtures  that  can  possibly  be  ^ared  without  leaving  the  idea  too 
thin  to  be  sensible.  And  this  poBsibility  is  relatiTe  to  times  and  persons:  for 
when  bodily  disraders  obscore  oar  facatties,  when  the  hiury  of  bnsiness 
leaves  no  room  for  reflectioB,  if  onr  talents  be  small,  oor  education  low, 
onr  profession  or  converse  confining  ns  to  volgar  objects,  we  shall  not  be 
aUe  to  raise  them  above  gross  and  sensible  ideas.  Therefore  that  conception 
is  pure  and  clean  to  every  man,  whidi  is  the  purest  and  deaneet  he  can  en- 

For  my  part,  when  I  reflect  that  it  is  possible  I  may  ootlive  my  own  un- 
derstanding, as  they  say  Sir  Isaac  Newton  did,  to  whom  his  own  theorems 
became  nnmtelligible  mysteries,  or  be  debilitated  in  my  facilities  by  some 
paralytic  disorder ;  I  cannot  expect  to  have  the  benefit  of  what  little  refine- 
meats  1  have  made  shift  to  spin  out  in  the  foregoing  sheets :  therefore  am 
desirous  of  laying  np  a  stock  of  such  sentiments,  as  I  csa  then  retain  to  be 
my  comfort  in  my  SMond  childhood.  And  when  I  consider  how  many 
people  are  oocnpieid  in  the  lowest  offices  of  life,  who  with  the  care  and  op- 
portunities afforded  me,  might  perhiqw  have  run  greater  lengths  than  I  G«m 
pretend  to ;  I  cannot  content  mysdf  with  framing  specnlaticHis  for  tks 
amusement  of  sndi  only  as  were  bronght  np  at  the  mtiversity.  witliont 
thinking  of  the  peasant,  the  Umoref,  and  the  cookmud. 

Yet  the  imsginatian  may  be  made  susceptible  of  pure  ideas  gradually,  hut 
it  cannot  be  done  hastily  nor  by  violence,  nor  pouring  more  at  once  into  the 
vessel  than  it  will  take  :  ao  the  business  is  to  observe  every  little  step  that 
may  be  made  in  the  approach  towards  the  state  whei«into  we  would  bring 
it.  If  men  of  thought  would  take  care  to  agree  a  little  better  among  them- 
selves, tboj  would  find  much  might  be  done  upon  the  vulgar  by  general 
consent  and  example.  Of  which  we  have  sufficient  experience  in  the  dif- 
ference betweoi  the  present  world  and  the  ancient :  for  they  could  not  do 
without  images,  sacrifices,  numerous  ritea  and  corporeal  ingredients  in  their 
idea  of  the  Deity,  which  are  now  whcdly  banidied  from  the  lowest  of  our 
people. 

5.  Yet  are  we  still  liaUe  unthinkingly  to  ieH  into  Uttle  artifices  fisr 
working  vpoa  the  divine  sfiections,  as  we  work  upon  one  another.  The 
diild  finds  it  can  prevail  upon  its  mother's  fondness  by  fretAilness  and  com- 
plaining :  so  we  murmur  and  grumble  ^;ainst  Providence,  and  fret  when 
things  fall  out  contrary  to  our  liking.  We  can  somettmes  infiuence  our 
fellow-creatores  by  our  estimation  of  their  conduct,  and  shame  them  out  of 
their  inobaervaace  of  us  by  taking  it  in  dudgeon :  so  we  wraign  the  justice 
of  God,  pass  onr  oensure  upon  his  proceedings,  and  tidie  it  amiss  that  less 
righteous  and  less  desaring  people  bit  better  dealt  with  than  ourselves : 
on  the  other  hand,  we  niay  win  upon  one  another  by  expressions  of  our 
good  opinion  and  readiness  to  ob%e  :  so  we  expect  to  raise  a  fondness  in 
God  by  cur  oblations,  our  assiduities,  our  uncommon  zeal  in  his  serrice. 
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ftnd  flattering  him  in  onr  thoughts,  peraoadiiig  oareelvcB  that  ne  eee  ■ 
rectitade  and  wisdom  in  diepeiiMtioii  where  we  really  do  not. 

Hub  timorooBiiess  of  offending  the  divine  delicacy,  ss  I  may  call  it,  has 
prored  a  main  obstacle  against  true  freedom  of  thought,  and  improvement 
as  well  in  science  as  belief.  For  because  our  friends  maybe  disgusted  with 
uB  for  an  aneeasonable  nncerity,  and  soothed  by  politeness  and  complai- 
sance :  therefore  we  dare  not  examine  our  own  tiioughts  impartially,  for 
fear  God  should  see  them  at  the  same  time,  and  take  distaste  at  them. 
But  if  we  have  any  latent  scrapie  or  infidelity  within  us,  it  is  in  vain  to 
dissemble  with  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  and  highly  expedient  for  ourselves 
that  we  should  know  it :  for  unless  the  distemper  be  discovered,  there  is  no 
applying  remedies  for  the  cure  of  it. 

Nevertheless,  a  man  may  sometimes  be  brought  into  an  opinion  by  per* 
Boading  himself  that  he  has  it,  or  got  rid  of  a  misi^iprehenuoti  by  forbear- 
ing to  contemplate  it ;  and  the  state  <A  our  bodily  humours,  or  nn&vourahle 
circumstances,  will  now  and  then  nuse  a  temporary  notion  that  is  not  our 
settled  opinion ;  in  whit^  cases  dkere  is  no  better  way  than  to  banish  what 
dlaturbs  us  from  our  reflection,  or  reserve  it  for  a  more  favourable  season 
of  calmer  and  clearer  judgment :  for  there  are  some  sores  that  may  be 
made  to  heal  themselves  only  by  keeping  them  covered  from  the  air.  So 
that  there  is  a  discretion  to  be  observed  upon  this  article,  as  well  as  all 
others  relating  to  the  purity  of  our  ideas :  something  gross  and  human  we 
must  mingle  in  oar  conceptions  of  God,  because  it  is  unavoidable,  and  more 
we  must  not  mingle  than  is  unavoidable. 

Therefore  it  is  a  very  nice  point  to  distinguish  exactly  what  is  necessary 
to  give  a  solid  body  to  our  Religion,  that  it  may  not  evaporate,  yet  with- 
out retaining  a  single  particle  more  of  caput  mortnam  than  requisite  to  fix 
ibe  spirit :  as  liliewise  to  discern  what  is  necessary  for  other  people,  though 
mischievous  and  improper  for  ourselves.  Herein  lies  the  great  difficulty  in 
modelling  the  popular  or  exoteric  doctrines,  so  that  while  all  agree  in  out- 
ward form  or  profession,  each  may  hold  them  in  the  utmost  degree  of 
purity  whereof  he  is  respectively  capable.  And  this  being  a  matter  of 
equal  importance  and  nicety,  it  becomes  us  daily  to  purify  our  conceptions, 
and  enlarge  them  so  &r  as  they  can  beer :  for  in  so  doing  we  shall  purify 
our  conduct,  and  secure  a  steady,  unruffled  serenity  of  mind. 

6.  But  there  is  still  another  branch  of  purity,  which  consists  in  sepa- 
rating our  idea  of  God  from  all  external  objects  of  nastineas  and  imparity : 
and  here  the  exoteric  doctrine  runs  directly  contmry  to  the  esoteric.  For 
the  latter  describes  him  omnipresent  and  omniscient,  filling  the  whole  im- 
men»ty  of  space,  beholding  all  hia  works  and  their  works  without  excep- 
tion :  alike  present  in  the  kitchen  as  in  the  chapel,  at  the  hog-sty  as  at 
the  sacred  altar;  observing  us  in  our  follies  as  well  as  our  serious  employ- 
ments ;  alike  attentive  to  us  in  our  necessary  uncleanness  as  in  our  fervent 
devotiona.  I  should  here,  according  to  my  ordinary  method,  particularize 
in  some  striking  instances,  where  we  could  not  reasonably  exclude  the 
divine  presence,  nor  observance  :  but  I  refrain,  lest,  while  I  labour  to  con- 
vince the  understanding,  I  might  shock  the  imagination.  But  whoever 
will  cast  a  momentary  glance  upon  what  his  own  reflection  may  suggest, 
will  instantly  feel  how  inexpedient  it  is  to  entertain  conceptions  of  every- 
thing we  know  to  be  true,  and  how  necessary  to  provide  one  system  for  the 
closet,  and  another  for  our  femiliar  use. 

For  we  are  not  to  conceit  ourselves  that  we  carry  the  real  essenceB  even 
of  common  things  in  our  minds,  much  less  of  the  most  excellent  and 
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g^orioiu  of  bU  Beings ;  we  apprehend  them  only  in  types  and  colours 
drawn  out  upon  our  sensory.  It  baa  been  obterred  before  that  the  God  we 
worship  is  no  more  than  an  idol  framed  out  of  human  materials,  picked  up 
from  our  own  composition.  Therefore  though  the  divine  Essence  be  more 
than  Ithnriel'a  spear,  incapable  of  defilement  by  any  ordures,  however  sur- 
rounded or  intimately  penetrated  by  it,  and  being  Dsoseated  or  any  Wat's 
efiected  by  any  objects  however  disguBtfnl  or  loathsome  :  yet  the  idea  in 
our  imagination  may  be  polluted  by  filthineas  clinging  to  it.  Such  then 
being  the  case,  and  it  having  pleased  God  to  anbject  us  to  some  base  em> 
ployments  and  offensive  objects  we  cannot  avoid  i  it  behoves  as  to  lay  aside 
every  idea  of  that  sort  when  we  think  of  him.  Which  shows  the  extra- 
vagance of  those  enthnsiasts,  who  exhort  ns  literally  to  have  Giod  always  in 
our  thoughts,  and  do  every  action  of  our  lives  with  intention  to  please  him: 
because  tiuB  must  contdnufdly  draw  us  into  gross  oflences  against  his  purity. 
For  if  every  time  we  shifted  or  washed  our  hands,  or  cut  our  coma,  or  did 
other  things  I  do  not  care  to  name,  we  vrere  ^  do  them  vrith  direct  inten- 
tion to  please  him ;  it  would  be  more  likely  to  debase  and  contaminate  than 
ennoble  and  sanctify  our  minds,  to  d^rade  him  below  ourselves,  than  raise 
us  to  a  nearer  resemblance  with  him. 

7.  And  as  the  grossness  of  our  imaginations  obliges  us  to  exclude  our 
idea  of  God  from  certain  places  unsaitable  for  bis  reception .'  so  the  nar- 
rowness of  them  compeb  us  to  confine  him  to  some  particnlar  place  of 
residence.  For  omnipresence  is  by  much  too  Isrge  an  idea  for  our  t»m- 
prehensions  to  grasp ;  we  cannot  conceive  an  immensity  of  space,  much 
leas  the  thought  of  one  nncomponnded  individual  Being ;  existent  through- 
out the  whole  capaciousness  of  space.  For  we  take  our  notions  of  magni- 
tude from  body  which  occupies  a  larger  or  smaller  room,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  matter,  or  number  of  parts  contained  in  it,  or  the  distance 
whereto  they  are  stretched  from  one  another  :  and  with  respect  to  the  pre- 
sence of  perceptive  Beings  we  distinguish  between  that  and  the  place  of 
thrar  existence ;  for  while  standing  in  one  spot,  we  apprehend  everything 
done  in  our  presence,  that  passes  within  a  compass  wherein  we  can  discern 
it  distinctly.  Om*  imaginatioD  b^g  habituated  to  this  manner  of  concep- 
tion by  the  objects  wherewith  we  are  txintinually  conversant,  we  cannot 
east  it  into  any  other  fom  when  we  contemplate  the  supreme  Being ;  to 
whom  dterefore  we  assign  a  pecidiar  habitation,  yet  extending  his  presence 
beyond  the  place  of  his  existence. 

Bat  because  we  ourselves  cannot  be  present  in  one  place  without  being 
absent  frtnn  others,  and  become  fomiliarized  to  things  appearing  continnaUy 
in  onr  presence,  it  would  vilify,  and,  I  may  say,  vulgarize  the  Almighty,  to 
imagine  him  resident  among  ourselves,  and  what  must  follow  of  course 
in  our  thoughts  engaged  among  the  trifling  scenes  that  occupy  our  notice. 
Therefore  we  say  God  is  in  heaven  and  we  n]<an  earth,  that  he  dwells  in 
the  heaven  of  heavens,  in  the  centre  of  inaccessible  light  Now  it  is  no 
matter  where  we  suppose  this  heaven  to  be,  whether  above  the  clouds,  or  in 
the  ether,  or  supercelestisl  regions,  it  were  better  not  to  examine  the  point 
too  minutely,  bnt  leave  every  one  at  liberty  to  place  it  where  he  finds  most 
convenient  to  his  own  imagination ;  only  taking  care  to  fix  it  in  some  spot 
from  whence  the  ever-wakefol  eye  of  Providence  may  behold  distinctly  all 
the  concerns  of  the  earth,  the  courses  of  nature,  the  workings  of  fortune, 
the  secret  duunbera  <rf  daiteeas,  and  inmost  recesses  of  the  human  heart. 

6.  Tliis  limited  imagination  of  the  Deity  renders  him  capable  of  locomo- 
tion (an  article  that  can  never  find  admittance  in  the  eeotoric  creed :  so 
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tb(U  be  can  go  forth  to  plan  otrt  the  ipooM  for  a  new  world,  to  hy  the 
foandationB  of  the  steadfast  mountahu,  to  aet  boonds  to  di«  reatleae  ocean, 
to  dothe  groimd  with  all  the  varietj  of  vegetaUes,  to  give  command  to  bie 
elements  and  Maaoni  by  the  word  of  hit  mouth,  and  to  nrvey  hii  works 
with  complacenoe,  beholding  them  veiy  good.  Nor  will  it  be  incongniotiB 
to  repreaent  him  descending  upon  great  occasions  to  interfere  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  afiairs  below :  riding  in  whirlwinds,  upheaTing  redundant 
Mas,  shaking  the  solid  ground  with  eaitbqoaliea,  rending  the  heavens  with 
tremendous  thundere,  taming  the  scale  of  victory,  rescuing  nations  from 
destroctian,  giving  the  tnm  to  critioj  events,  determining  the  fUl  of  king- 
doms. For  tb^^  cannot  be  an  operation  without  an  immediate  presence  of 
the  agent,  nor  can  onr  narrow  minds  conceive  him  present  in  an  unosual 
place  without  a  removal  from  his  ordinary  reeidence :  bnt  our  thoughts  are 
too  busied  in  seasons  of  extraordinary  events  to  reflect  that  a  p-esence  in 
one  place  implies  an  absence  from  elsewhere. 

And  it  will  be  expedient  fgr  the  like  reason  to  apprehend  him  peculiarlv 
present  at  some  certain  tiroes  and  places,  when  we  withdraw  from  oar  usuEil 
scenes  and  oocnpations  ;  for  then  it  will  rather  raise  than  sully  onr  imagi- 
nations :  but  of  this  I  may  have  occasion  to  treat  more  particularly  in  some 
succeeding  chapter.  If  any  one  shall  find  these  images  too  gross  for  hia 
QSe,  be  will  do  right  to  refuse  them  admittance ;  but  as  the  best  of  aa  have 
something  vulgar  in  oOr  composition,  we  may  employ  some  popular  ideas 
withont  hurt  to  the  parity  of  our  refined  theory;  and  we  shall  reap  this  ad- 
vantage from  bringing  ourselves  acqneinted  with  the  management  of  them, 
that  we  shall  be  better  able  to  help  onr  neighboors  by  preventing  them  from 
foiling  into  a  grossness  they  can  avoid.  And  an  open-hearted,  tmly  bene- 
volent man  wilt  strive  to  think  as  well  as  act,  not  for  himself  alone,  bat  for 
the  boiefit  of  as  many  as  he  can  do  service  to  either  way. 


CHAP.  IV. 

MAJESTY. 


Tub  very  nation  of  a  self-existent  Being,  the  Creator  and  Governor  of 
all  things,  carries  in  it  an  idea  of  greatness  and  pre-eminence  beyond  com- 
parison. For  the  existence,  the  powers,  and  privileges  of  all  other  Bub< 
stances  being  derived  originally  from  him,  whatever  they  possess  must  have 
been  contained  in  the  fountain  from  whence  they  derived,  which  could  not 
give  better  things  than  it  had  to  bestow.  So  that  all  we  see  great,  or  noUe, 
ae  admirable,  or  excellent  among  the  creatures,  resides  coUedively  in  the 
Anthor  of  their  natures.  And  as  onr  knowledge  stands  confined  within  a 
very  small  part  of  lus  works,  we  see  nothing  of  those  excellenciee  and  sub- 
ject of  admiration  which  lie  beyond  our  noUce.  Nor,  could  we  survey  the 
whole  stupendous  fabric  completely,  have  we  reason  to  believe  hut  that 
there  are  greater  riches  of  power  and  glory  than  stand  exemplified  in  any 
district  of  tne  universe:  Cor  we  have  found  in  the  former  part  of  our  progress, 
that  the  buuness  of  creation  requires  other  Attribntes  than  those  hitherto 
known  to  the  Sons  of  Adam. 

The  same  notion  too,  beudes  intrinsic  greatness  and  excellence,  implies 
uncontrollable  Authority  and  absolute  Dominion  :  for  the  creatures  subsist- 
ing at  first  by  the  will  of  their  Creator,  how  stable  a  constitution  soevta*  they 
nay  have  received,  can  subsist  no  longer  than  that  Will  shall  permit.      He 
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that  gave  cm  take  away,  and  what  ori^iuiUy  created  can  itation,  com- 
pound, alter  or  di^Kwe  as  seemeth  good :  there  being  nothing  more  power- 
fnl  to  limit,  nor  saperior  to  lay  an  obligation  upon  him.  These  points  are 
too  evident  to  be  moch  enlarged  upon,  for  it  is  the  difficulties  and  obacari ties 
in  a  subject  that  give  scope  to  ai^nment  and  illustration.  Aad  they  are  too 
luminons  and  magnificent  to  be  contemplated  by  ns,  for  a  redundance  of 
light  is  at  unfit  for  onr  optics  as  a  defect  of  it ;  nor  can  we  diacera  any- 
thing distinctly  of  very  Iti^  objects  until  removed  to  a  distance  that  may 
contract  them  within  the  circle  of  onr  vision. 

llierefbre  aa  we  see  the  eaa  better  throngh  a  smoked  glass  or  in  a  pail  of 
water  than  by  looking  at  him  directly,  so  we  can  more  easily  discern  the 
power  and  glory  of  God,  through  the  veil  of  second  canses,  or  by  reflection 
in  Me  works,  or  in  the  ministry  of  inferior  powers  executing  his  commands, 
than  by  contemplating  him  in  his  eaaence  or  immediate  operatiaos :  for 
which  reason  he  is  often  represented  as  acting  by  his  subordiaate  aunietan, 
sending  his  destroying  or  protecdng  Ai^  to  spread  desolation,  pestilence, 
and  femine,  or  to  guard  the  righteous  frtan  danger,  and  guide  his  steps  that 
he  hart  not  his  foot  against  a  stone. 

3.  Bat  all  this  relates  only  to  his  almighty  power  and  the  essential  per- 
fection of  his  nature,  but  will  not  condoct  as  to  hii  Attribute  of  Majesty : 
which  is  one  of  the  moral  Attributes,  whereby  we  suppose  him  withholden 
from  works  and  objects  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  his  cliaracter.  And  here 
again  oar  exoterics  will  ran  directly  opposite  to  onr  esoterics,  for  our  reason, 
when  stretching  her  eye  to  the  ntmoit  verge  of  contemplation,  repres^its  him 
omnipresent.iDtelligent.andpowerfal  in  every  mathematical  point,  thnHighout 
the  whole  immensity  of  space.  That  nothing,  not  the  minntest  object,  escapes 
his  notice,  nor  the  moat  trifling  incident  eludes  his  core.  That  all  diings 
being  the  work  of  hb  hands,  are  good,  and  of  importance  in  the  stations 
wherein  he  has  respectively  placed  them,  therefore  none  are  unbecoming 
bis  ttttentitm.  That  he  Mrders,  diapoaee,  and  provides  for  them  all,  their 
ritnations,  aBStfrtments,  motions,  and  opervtioos  without  exception :  ftH"  no 
moltqilicity  of  business  can  distract  lum,  bnt  he  has  vigoar  and  under- 
standing to  spare  for  the  most  insignificant,  without  deacouling  from  his 
dignity,  or  intermitting  the  most  gforions  of  his  works. 

But  this  is  by  much  too  large  a  field  to  be  drawn  upon  any  scale  in  onr 
imagination ;  if  we  reflect  ever  so  little  upon  the  diversity  of  characters, 
hnmoars,  and  interests  among  mankind,  the  varioiis  instincts,  natures,  and 
properties  of  animals,  the  infinite  multitude  of  divtrsely  qualified  psuticles 
floating  about  in  air,  earth,  and  ocean ;  the  number,  intricacy,  and  imper- 
ceptible influence  of  causes  afiecting  almost  every  event  beMling  us ;  we 
riiall  quickly  bewilder  ourselves,  and  find  it  beyond  all  conception  to  appre* 
hend  all  these  reduced  under  a  regular  directicm  and  comprised  in  one 
uniform  plan.  Therefore  it  were  in  vain  to  attempt  it,  and  we  bad  best 
take  oar  exoteric  idea  from  some  an!het3rpe  we  con  find  in  ourselves  more 
familiar  to  our  experience. 

3.  Now  we  find  oar  copnctries  rarcumscribed  within  a  certain  compass, 
straitened  in  our  knowledge,  and  hmited  in  our  powers ;  we  have  a  sphere 
of  action  extending  but  littie  way  beyond  onrsdves,  changing  as  we  move, 
so  that  if  we  go  to  employ  our  activity  upon  things  at  a  distance,  we  lose 
the  reach  of  those  we  Mt  behind :  and  thoogh  our  sphere  may  contain  many 
Bobject*,  we  cannot  act  upon  them  all,  bnt  only  have  onr  option  to  exert 
ourselves  upon  one,  or  a  few  among  the  rest ;  nor  can  we  do  oot  business 
eflectually  without  qipljring  our  whole  attention  to  the  present  thing  we 
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take  in  hand.  We  likewise  receive  Bsaisttuice  in  onr  operations  from  habit 
and  practice,  which  give  as  eaee  and  indinatioii  to  the  conrses  whereto  we 
bave  been  fiinuIiarizM,  and  render  as  awkward  and  unable  to  make  a  pro* 
grew  in  tboee  from  which  they  have  kept  us  strangers. 

Hence  it  becomes  necessary  to  make  a  selection  among  the  objects  before 
tu,  and  OUT  abilities  being  scanty,  to  lay  them  oot  where  they  may  turn  to 
the  greatest  profit.  And  as  we  t^ve  motives  of  honour  as  well  as  advantage 
to  inflaence  ns,  it  is  unbecombg  to  employ  ourselves  in  mean  and  trivial 
matters,  in  preference  to  the  more  valuable  and  excellent,  Yet  ie  this  ex- 
cellence in  some  cases  relative,  for  though  there  be  many  ways  of  spending 
time  which  are  below  any  reasonable  creature  to  take,  there  are  works  ne- 
cessary and  convenient  in  life,  which  therefore  cannot  be  base,  and  unbe- 
coming in  themselves,  it  being  the  Duty  of  some  to  undergo  them,  yet  are 
nnworthy  the  attention  of  others  who  are  called  to  higher  services.  For 
we  are  placed  in  different  stations  upon  earth,  we  have  different  employ- 
ments to  follow,  different  habits  and  inclinations  to  encourage  for  forward- 
ing US  in  the  performance  of  them.  Therefore  it  would  be  a  demeaning 
himself  for  a  person  in  high  station  to  bestow  bis  thoughts  and  industry 
upon  matters  belonging  to  those  of  lower  degree  :  because  he  could  not  do 
this  without  omitting  the  functions  incumbent  upon  him  to  fulfil,  and  con< 
tracting  tastes  onsuitable  to  his  character. 

And  that  this  is  what  makes  such  condescension  a  debasement  of  dignity^ 
may  appear  from  hence :  because  where  a  man  can  concern  himsdf  with 
trifles  at  intervals,  and  converse  among  the  vulgar  upon  particular  occasions 
without  taking  off  his  thoughts  from  higgler  matters,  without  interfering 
with  the  proper  functions  of  his  station,  or  interrupting  bis  intercourse 
among  bis  equals,  it  is  never  deemed  to  fix  a  speck  of  blemish  upon  his 
character ;  more  especially  where  necessary  for  hie  health  or  recreation  of 
spirits,  or  condunve  to  some  important  use.  IVdly  tells  us  that  Scipio  and 
Leeliiis,  the  two  greatest  men  of  the  greatest  nation  upon  earth,  used  in  their 
country  retirements  to  busy  themselves  in  picking  cockle  shells  and  pebblee 
upon  the  shore,  and  stoop  to  all  kinds  of  innocent  puerilities ;  nor  are  aila- 
Inlity  and  condescension  esteemed  less  than  ornaments  to  a  nobleman. 

llie  Czar  Peter  the  Greet  is  said  to  have  served  as  a  common  sailor  in 
the  Dutch  Navy,  and  worked  with  a  hatchet  among  the  carpenters  in  onr 
dock-yards;  but  then  be  had  in  view  the  improvement  of  his  own  marine 
by  perfecting  himself  in  all  the  branches  of  it :  so  these  vile  occupations  did 
not  take  off  hia  thoughts  from  the  proper  functions  of  his  imperial  office, 
nor  did  they  weaken  but  rather  tend  to  establish  his  title  of  Great.  The 
subaltern,  when  raised  by  degrees  to  a  commander  in  chief,  must  lay  aside 
those  offices  it  waa  his  praise  to  be  punctual  in  executing  before ;  such  as 
visiting  the  qnarters,  inspecting  the  firelocks,  hearing  complaints,  and  pre- 
venting quarrels  among  the  private  men  :  because  he  has  other  business  to 
take  care  of,  not  more  important  in  itself,  for,  nnless  things  be  rightly  or- 
dered among  the  private  men,  the  army  will  be  capable  of  but  Uttle  service, 
but  more  important  for  him  to  regard.  For  this  reason  it  is  beneath  persons 
in  extensive  trusts  to  concern  themselves  with  minute  matters  :  it  is  their 
part  to  confine  their  attention  to  general  r^nlatious,  as  being  enough  to 
take  up  the  whole  of  it :  nor  can  they  execute  otherwise  than  by  the  ministry 
of  inferiors,  without  descending  from  their  point  of  eminence,  from  whence 
tiuy  may  direct  and  oversee  much  greater  works  than  they  could  complete 
by  their  own  industry. 

Bot  a  nder,  to  execute  by  his  inferiors,  must  have  their  due  suhmiieion 
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and  ready  obedience,  which  depend  in  great  mfiatnrt  npon  the  sentiments 
they  entertain  of  hie  person  ;  for  mea  are  bat  Beaaitivo-ratioiial  animals, 
actuated  for  the  moat  part  by  sense  and  iinaginatioD,  which  alone  give  oa 
a  readiness  in  our  performances :  nor  will  duty,  advantage,  or  fear  of 
punishment,  answer  completely  withouta  reverential  esteem  and  admiration. 
But  imagination  is  guided  by  appearances,  which  consequently  deserve  hia 
attention :  therefore  he  will  keep  a  state,  go  BurroLnded  with  attendantg, 
affect  a  ceremony  and  solemnity,  axeume  a  grandeur  of  deportment  and  ex- 
pression suitable  to  bis  rank,  so  far  but  no  fnrther  than  needful  to  iinpreas 
the  requisite  degree  of  respect  upon  the  populace;  and  he  will  disdain 
every  little  action  or  gesture  that  might  degrade  or  make  him  cheap  in 
their  estimation. 

4.  This  then  being  the  constant  course  of  experience  in  human  afiairs, 
wherein  there  is  an  allotment  of  offices  and  occnpalionB  ;  those  destined  to 
the  highest,  looking  npon  it  as  a  degradation  to  meddle  in  the  inferior, 
marked  out  from  among  the  multitude  by  external  distinctions  of  equipagq, 
ceremony,  magnificence,  dress,  and  demeanour ;  and  the  wwks  of  industry 
being  carried  on  by  nnmbers,  using  powers  and  oapacities  of  their  own 
under  the  direction  of  one  who  contributes  nothing  more  than  his  direction ; 
onr  imagination  &lls  so  strongly  into  that  train,  that  we  can  never  get  it  to 
run  in  any  other,  without  an  immediate  force  and  violence  put  npon  it  by 
the  utmost  stretch  of  our  understanding,  which  we  no  sooner  take  off  than 
it  constantJy  recoils  again, 

'nierefore  when  we  let  onr  thoughts  roam  npon  external  nature,  an  idea 
of  the  like  polity  immediately  occurs  :  we  conceive  the  elements,  the  seeds 
of  vegetables,  the  salts,  the  acids,  the  spirit  contained  in  them,  to  have  an 
activity  of  their  own  i  we  imagine  chance  an  operating  power  producing 
events,  and  freewill  taking  a  direction  for  which  there  were  no  causes 
existent  before  their  operation  i  we  presume  general  laws  provided  for  the 
maintenance  (tf  order,  and  regulating  tlie  Sum  of  Afiaira  without  descending 
to  minute  cases,  too  numerous  to  be  comprised  in  any  code;  we  suppose 
God,  the  King  of  nature,  seated  upon  his  imperial  throne,  somewhere  above 
the  fogs  and  vapours  of  this  loathsome  earth,  environed  with  ineffable  glory, 
surronniled  by  hosts  of  Angels,  Archangels,  Seraphs,  Cherubs,  Principalities 
tmd  powers  awaiting  his  command,  by  whose  ministry  he  has  the  disposal 
of  second  canaes  at  a  distance,  or  by  an  inexpressible  energy  communicated 
thereto  in  a  manner  there  is  no  occasion  for  us  to  examine  too  strictly. 

In  this  way  we  apprehend  him  continually  making  fresh  provision  Cor 
cortrcting  the  errors  of  chance  and  disorders  of  freewill,  governing  like  ao 
earthly  monarch  by  new  edicts  and  new  appUcation  of  his  power,  executed 
by  ministers  he  employs.  If  we  allow  him  to  regard  partitnilar  events,  this 
is  only  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  when  they  draw  consequences  of  great 
importance  after  them :  snob  as  the  fate  of  empires,  the  saccess  of  battles, 
the  salvation  of  a  son],  or  preservation  of  a  human  life.  This  being  the 
constant  strain  of  onr  discourses  shows  that  we  cannot  easily  cast  our 
tlmughts  into  any  other  form :  and  aa  men  continoaUy  speak  of  the  divine 
operations  in  figurative  exprestnons,  they  must  of  conrse  apprehend  them 
bearing  a  simihtode  with  t^e  figures  they  employ.  For  as  in  reading  n 
romance  or  a  poem,  we  take  a  temporary  peranaMon  of  their  being  real 
bets,  and  of  our  conversing  among  the  pereons  and  scenes  they  represent : 
so  the  perpetual  use  of  allegory  will  assimilate  the  mind  to  the  train  of  con- 
oeptjona  it  conveys. 

TOL.  11.  a 
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6.  Now  tJDce  our  imagiintion  is  so  habituated  to  concepticnu  of  thi* 
kind,  that  it  becomes  impracticable  to  impress  othere  of  an  opposite  cast,  so 
M  to  cany  them  abont  with  v  fin-  oar  cudiouy  use ;  we  must  inodd  om- 
commoD  system  of  proTidenoe  Bcaordinglr>  comphfing  with  neooasity,  and 
humouring  the  iiiq»erfection  of  oax  nature  whidi  we  cannot  mend.  And  as 
we  can  never  totally  get  rid  of  cbapce  and  trifle  in  our  diongbts,  bat  many 
things  seem  to  pass  around  ni  merely  casual  and  ntterly  insignificant,  such 
will  necessarily  iqipear  tbnnselves,  and  render  the  agents  concerned  in 
them  contemptible  in  oor  eyes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  capacity  and  ma- 
nagement of  great  a&irs  give  us  an  idea  of  dignity,  which  rises  in  propor- 
tion to  the  importance  of  employments  occupying  an  Agent  or  pre-eminence 
above  other  powers  subordinate ;  and  is  hurt  by  the  junction  of  anything 
mean,  or  trivial. 

Knee  then  it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  as  well  to  the  right  condition 
of  onr  minds  as  the  regularity  of  our  conduct,  to  entertain  an  awftd  and 
reverential  notion  erf  the  Almigbt}-,  as  having  power  to  dispose  of  all 
events,  and  supreme  Governor  over  all  creatures :  it  behoves  us  to  ascribe 
to  him  an  Atbribnte  of  Majesty,  to  conceive  him  jesloas  of  his  ^ory, 
expecting  onr  obediaice  and  adOTation  ;  to  remove  every  trifling  event  and 
mean  object  from  onr  thongfats  when  we  have  him  in  them ;  and  to  raise 
onr  idea  of  him,  by  sach  images  as  are  suitable  to  the  highest  d^^ree,  that 
tfae  weakness  and  grossneas  of  our  faculties  will  admit.  For  as  we  observed 
before  nnder  the  article  of  Purity,  though  the  essence  of  God  be  incapable 
<rf  actual  defilement  by  any  filthinns  co-existent  in  the  same  place  with  it, 
yet  the  idea  of  him  in  our  hearts  may  be  polluted  and  rusted  over  by  im- 
pnrities  adhering  thereto :  so  although  his  omnipresent  power  cannot  be 
degraded  nor  his  attention  engrossed  by  any  operation,  hot  that  he  may 
gov«m  events  seemingly  the  most  insignificant  without  descending  from 
his  government  of  worlds  and  hierarchieB,  yet  the  same  idea  may  be  de- 
graded by  joining  it  with  such  rainnte  employments ;  for  tiiat  is  &r  from 
being  omnipresent,  though  the  original  it  was  deagned  to  represent  be  so. 
For  oor  attention  being  confined  to  the  spot  we  think  on,  we  cannot  appre- 
hend him  attentive  to  trifles  withoot  taking  off  his  me  from  what  ^ipear, 
to  ns,  tfae  proper  functions  of  his  divine  Majesty. 

Neverthdess,  we  may  safely  apprehend  hua  interposing  iqion  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  for  so  we  see  onr  princes  and  great  men  do  witbont  lessen- 
ing their  dignity :  or  taking  care  of  our  porticnlar  concerns,  for  we  are 
always  of  vast  importance  to  ourselves ;  and  what  omicems  us  nearly  en- 
gaging the  mind  deeply,  serves  rather  to  elevate  than  depress  onr  i^a  of 
tlie  cause  operating  towards  it. 

6.  Thtu  in  opinions  relative  to  the  Attribute  of  M^esty  it  is  more  t«- 
qaiaite  to  r^ntate  them  by  our  own  nature  than  the  divine,  and  carefuUy 
avoid  whatever  might  appear  injurious  to  it  in  our  own  apprehension,  how- 
ever agreeable  to  our  esoteric  reasonings.  Th^efore  here,  as  before  in 
treatiiig  irf  Parity,  we  sbaQ  <rften  find  it  expedient  to  conceive  all  tiuoge 
otberwise  than  vre  know  them  to  be.  And  we  practise  the  like  reserve 
with  laqMCt  to  those  whom  we  esteem  upon  earth ;  we  know  the  greatest 
men  must  change  their  Uneit,  wash  their  hands,  pare  their  nails,  and  stoop 
to  otlier  base  offices  redconed  shameful  in  nature :  yet  to  dwelt  upon  these 
tbov^ita  vrovld  lessen  our  reverence  trf  their  persons.  So  we  have  seen  in 
oar  Chaptar  q<  Providence  how  the  greatest  events  are  liaUe  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  sraalleBt,  so  that  the  accomplishment  of  them  cannot  be  so-    . 
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cnred,  H  tbe  Ihtk  partklcB  of  earth,  air,  and  vapour,  tLe  instiucts  of  animals, 
or  hadm  of  human  creataree,  be  suffered  to  run  at  random. 

A  gnun  of  dmt  falling  in  a  man's  eye  nbile  fighting,  may  prove  his  de- 
ttructiQii ;  a  few  pniticlra  of  net  upon  a  firelock,  or  of  damp  in  tbe  pan, 
may  tan  &  life :  a  wa^  mtuiti^  his  hold  in  crawling  up  the  ^ides  of  a  pot, 
may  fall  in  to  be  drank  by  one,  'whom  he  shall  sting  to  death;  a  young 
lady  by  a  tnclcy  assortment  of  ber  ribands,  may  procure  entrance  into  a 
hmity  where  she  shall  become  the  mother  of  heroes ;  yet  we  cannot  without 
impiety  imagine  God  following  tbe  single  atoms  of  terrene  or  aqucoua 
matter  as  they  float  about  in  the  air,  watching  bis  opportunity  to  trip  up 
the  feet  of  a  crawling  insect,  or  attending  a  giddy  girl  when  she  adjusts  her 
dress  at  the  toUet.  We  know,  both  from  reason  and  authority,  that  of  two 
sparrows  that  are  sold  for  a  farthing,  not  one  falletb  to  the  ground  without 
imr  heavenly  Father,  and  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered :  yet  what 
pions  man,  if  upon  combing  his  head  he  meeta  with  a  tangle  that  tears  off 
two  or  three  hairs,  or  if  a  cat  should  happen  to  catch  his  favourite  sparrvw, 
would  aacribe  these  catastrophes  to  the  hand  of  Providence  ?  Who  would 
.not  be  shocked  at  the  profaneness  of  one,  who,  upon  finding  only  the  tail 
of  a  mouse  in  hia  trap,  or  upon  losing  a  fiea  tluit  he  had  hunted  after, 
dxrald  say,  it  was  the  Will  of  God  they  should  escape  ? 

7.  It  is  possible  indeed  by  frequently  comparing  our  esoteric  ideas  with 
the  exoteric,  and  observing  how  they  tend  ultimately  to  the  same  point,  so 
to  fiuniliarize  them  to  our  imagination,  as  that  we  may  entertain  them 
without  abating  of  the  reverence  we  ought  always  to  preserve.  This  I  may 
testify  opon  my  own  experience,  having  by  practice  brought  several  specu- 
lations to  lie  easy  and  inoffensive  in  my  thoughts,  which  would  have  ap- 
peared uncouth,  disturbing,  and  perplexing  to  them  formerly,  and  may  still 
do  BO  to  other  people.  But  this  most  be  an  effect  of  time  and  careful  di- 
gestion :  for  imagination  works  by  habitual  associations  and  bmne,  which 
when  mnnhig  in  very  different  courses  must  have  many  channels  of  com- 
munication worked  between  to  make  them  coincide.  In  tbe  prosecution  of 
this  attempt,  great  vigilance  must  be  used  not  to  admit  any  thing  deroga- 
tory to  our  idea  of  the  divine  Majesty,  which  we  mnet  endeavour  to  keep 
steady,  solid,  and  connected  in  all  its  parts  ;  and  I  believe,  when  doubts  and 
perplexities  do  arise,  it  is  owing  to  the  fluctuation  of  our  ideas,  insinuating 
some  speck  of  human  passion  or  imbecility  thereinto,  unawares. 

After  the  imagination  has  been  thus  gradually  cast  into  a  new  arrange- 
ment, it  will  become  as  averse  to  some  of  the  old  ideas,  as  it  wss  at  first  to 
the  present :  finding  the  divine  Majesty  debased  by  that  partiality  and  tti-  , 
Tdur,  that  indignation  and  abhorrence,  that  peremptoriness  of  command, 
earnest  expectation  of  worship,  alteration  of  measures  apon  occurrences 
happening,  judgment  of  characters  upon  observation  of  their  conduct  i  which 
are  so  necessary  for  raising-  it  with  the  generality.  For  they  see  the  best 
and  greatest  of  men  preferring  their  fnends  and  fevourites,  indignant  at 
affronts,  detesting  villanies,  ccMmnanding  merely  to  exercise  their  authority, 
pleased  with  homage,  varying  their  schemes  according  to  circumstances, 
taking  tbeir  estimation  of  persons  tnm  their  outward  bdiaviour :  nor  do 
they  discern  that  all  this  springe  from  the  imperfection  of  human  nature  ; 
•0  that  in  their  appn^etuooh  it  may  well  join  with  the  idea  of  incomparable 
excellence.  Thus  the  imaginatioiu  of  mankind  being  differently  modelled, 
and  that  in  great  variety  of  forms,  regard  must  be  bad  not  only  to  the  ge- 
neral torn,  tNit  to  porttcnlar  chvat^era,  so  as  to  improve  the  idea  of  Majesty 
in  each,  by  such  way  as  may  prove  most  effectual. 
D  3 
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But  ui  excess  of  colouring  may  be  as  hurtful  as  a  defect :  when  the 
atrokes  are  laid  on  too  thick  they  obscure,  rather  tban  illaminiite  the  figure. 
By  conceiving  our  contiDUBl  Services  agreeable  to  God,  as  bis  rigbtfnl  due, 
we  raise  our  idea  of  him :  but  by  representing  them  as  giving  him  a  real 
pleasure,  we  make  ooreelves  of  importance  to  him,  and  consequently  degrade 
him  in  onr  thougfata.  By  requiring  an  unreeerved  obedience  to  his  com- 
mands without  knowing  their  expedience,  we  acknowledge  hie  sovereign 
authority  ;  but  by  Bupposing  they  have  none  other  foundation  than  his  arbi' 
trary  Will,  we  depredate  the  grandeur  of  his  wisdom  and  bounty.  And  in 
many  other  duties  it  is  a  very  nice  point  to  distinguish  how  they  may  be 
stretehed  to  the  utmost  without  being  overstrained :  for  an  extension  be< 
yond  this  point  would  anavoidably  beget  narrowness,  instead  of  an  enlarge- 
ment of  Mind.  Hiis  then  being  an  important  as  well  as  ddicate  point,  it 
beboves  all  who  have  the  guidance  and  instruction  of  others,  to  be  cautious 
of  ur^ng  their  topics  too  strongly;  leat  by  an  indiscreet  Eeal  they  leave 
things  in  worse  condition  than  they  found  tbem,  and  teacb  men  to  place 
the  glory  of  God  in  matters  that  would  cast  a  discredit  upon  the  character 
of  an  earthly  creature. 

8.  Such  indiscretion  abounds  to  profusion  among  enthnriaats,  who  would 
have  VM  keep  up  a  glowing  admiration  of  the  divine  excellencies  at  our 
work,  in  our  play,  during  oar  meals,  and  for  many  hours  of  tedious  devo- 
tion. But  they  do  not  consider  that  admiration  is  an  extraordinary  atrett^ 
of  the  mind  which  it  cannot  exeit  «t  all  times,  nor  keep  up  beyond  a  cer- 
tain period,  when  the  spirits  wiH  be  eibausted,  the  mental  eye  grow  lan- 
guid, end  if  still  persisting  to  hold  -an  object  however  luminons  in  contem- 
plat-on,  will  see  it  obscnre,  unetriking,  and  no  better  than  common  objects. 
Accordingly  we  hear  them  complain  of  frequent  coolness,  aridities,  and  de- 
aertions ;  wherein  they  do  no  great  honoor  to  God  in  ascribing  the  natural 
defects  of  human  weaknesBtoakmdof  tumof  humour  in  faim,  who  one  hour 
iihowatbem  extraordinary  fovoura  above  all  mankind,  and  the  next  deserts 
tbem  without  any  reason. 

Nether  would  it  avail  for  our  purpose,  were  it  practicable  to  retain  God 
in  our  thongbts  through  all  our  little  Occupations,  and  do  ev^thing  for 
his  service ;  were  a  man  to  Aaage  his  coat,  tie  up  his  gartera,  or  gather  a 
nosegay  in'  his  garden,  always  to  [deaae  God,  it  would  diminish  rather  than 
add  to  the  reverence  of  his  name.  For  by  perpetually  mingling  terms  of 
Religion  among  our  common  ideas  and  discourses,  we  shall  empty  them  of 
all  their  solemnity,  and  redoce  them  to  mere  Cant,  a  word  derived  from  the 
Latin  of  singing,  when  people  usually  attend  to  the  muaic  without  heeding 
the  sense.  And  that  your  over -righteous  people  have  served  them  so,  ap- 
peara  from  dieir  introducing  them  by  head  and  shoulders  upon  occasions 
whereto  they  cannot  be  applicable.  This  humour  prevailing  generally 
among  our  forefathers  in  the  timeaof  both  civil  and  religious  anarchy,  begot 
the  contrary  extreme,  as  it  is  called,  of  pro&ne  swearing,  and  burlesquing 
'everything  serious  :  though  it  seems  to  me  a  similar  offspring,  like  the  viper's 
'brood,  destroying  its  parent,  onlyUiat  it  might  have  the  doing  of  the  same 
mischief  itself,  being  the  like  expedient  for  evaporating  all  idea  from  th« 
most  significant  words  is  our  language. 

But  the  divine  Majesty,  when  rightly  apprdiended,  tindebaaed  with  allay- 
ing mixtures,  being  the  idea  which  contributes  most  effectnally  to  ennoble 
onr  thoughts,  to  keep  our  conduct  steady,  and  strengthen  onr  dqiendence 
nnder  unfavourable  circomstances,  deserves  onr  best  care  and  ju<4;ment  to 
improve  it.     Which  is  propcrest  done  at  those  seasona  when  our  thoughts 
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are  fretb,  our  mintU  most  vigorous,  and  our  ondentMidiQgB  clearett,  when 
coQtemplatioa  is  ready  to  flow  Epontaneoiialy :  by  frequeat  eSorta  at  such 
titnee  we  may  fix  a  deep  impreasion,  not  to  Btait  up  incessantly,  but  upon  oc- 
casion. For  as  a  Man  who  has  a  steady  loyalty  to  his  prince,  though  he 
does  not  think  of  him  every  moment,  yet  will  instantly  fire  opon  heanng 
anything  spoken  disrespectfully  agsinst  him  :  so  he  that  poesesses  an  ha- 
lumal  reverence  of  the  divine  Majesty,  though  it  may  not  operate  directly 
upon  every  minute  action  of  bis  life,  yet  whatever  injurioua  thereto  offers 
to  bia  thoughts,  will  immediatdy  give  him  an  alarm. 


HOLINESS. 


HoLiNKSB,  in  its  greatest  latitude,  implies  an  exemption  from  all  tastes 
desires,  dnd  trains  of  thought,  excited  in  us  by  our  corporeal  appetites  or  the 
allnrement  of  sensible  objects.  Now  this  exemptioa  in  ourselves  can  be  no 
more  than  temporary :  for  our  situation  here  upon  earth  renders  it  ne- 
cessary  and  oar  duty  to  have  continual  intercourse  among  the  things  ex- 
ternal roond  about  us,  and  the  constitution  of  our  nature  obliges  us  to  at- 
tend to  the  calls  of  Bodily  appetite.  While  busied  in  these  occupations, 
our  conduct  is  not  holy,  neither  is  it  yet  profane,  but  in  a  middle  state  of 
indifference  between  both  ;  but  we  are  not  so  tied  down  to  external  objects 
or  the  imaginations  springing  from  thence,  but  that  we  may  sometimes  se- 
parate everything  of  that  kind  from  oor  thoughts,  in  order  to  contemplate 
the  constitution  of  universal  nature  and  character  of  its  Author,  to  consider 
ourselves  as  citizens  of  the  world,  inheritors  of  a  country  where  nothing 
(errene  or  carnal  finds  place. 

Now  it  is  thiaseparation  from  ordinary  conjunctions  that  constitutes  the 
idea  of  holiness ;  for  places  are  holy  when  separated  from  all  common  uses, 
■nd  reserved  f(v  our  reception,  when  we  assemble  to  raise  our  minds  above 
tnUanary  scenes.  lUtes,  ceremonies,  and  institutions  are  holy,  when  con- 
trived to  tnm  imagination  out  of  her  fanuliar  courses,  and  introduce  n 
solemnity  suitable  for  religions  purposes.  Holy  vestments  and  utensils  are 
those  employed  only  in  sacred  offices.  Holy  days  are  those  set  apart  for 
the  attendance  upon  our  spiritual  concerns.  And  men  are  called  holy  and 
divine,  who  make  it  their  profession  to  study  an!  practise  the  methods  of 
Jeading  their  fellow-creatures  into  just  notions  of  thieir  Maker,  and  of  their 
duties  as  well  towards  him  as  themselves,  and  their  neighboujv. 

Thus  holiness  bears  a  near  affinity  with  the  subjects  handled  in  the  two 
last  Chapters :  as  not  consisting  with  a  mixture  of  anything  foul  or  un- 
becoming, mean,  or  trivial.  But  some  things  are  relatively  so  according 
to  times  and  circumstances :  for  many  thoughts  and  actions  would  defile 
and  debase  the  mind  in  seasons  of  devotion,  that  may  be  iniuicent  and  com- 
mendable at  other  seasons.  These  things  indulged  too  much,  or  improperly, 
obscure  and  stupefy  the  facultie*,  but  dp  not  pervert  them ;  they  clog  the 
mmd,  but  do  not  clip  its  wings ;  as  some  other  practices  do,  which  therefore 
■re  denominated  wicked,  as  rendering  it  incapable  of  rising  to  a  holy  dis- 
position, at  any  season. 
.    2.  Therefore  holiness  in  a  more  restrained  sense  stands  opposed  to  moral 
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hnpnritj,  vhich  tainU  and  fixes  ft  IwtiDig  bl^nidi  vfoa  the  nund :  whm 
vice  becomea  a  part  of  tike  character,  and  is  adopted  for  a  principle  vi 
action.  For  aa  in  the  Bod;  there  is  a  difference  between  mere  weakoesa 
and  disease ;  the  mm  may  anbject  to  some  incooveniences,  bat  does  not 
filiate  the  blood  and  juices,  nor  corrupt  the  stJida,  nor  contain  what  is 
patrid  and  ofHsome,  like  the  other.  So  in  the  mental  s^tem,  infirmity  is  not 
the  same  with  disorder ;  the  one  can  affect  only  the  outward  actions,  whereas 
the  other  seiies  upon  the  will ;  the  one  misleads  and  surprises,  while  the 
other  depraves.  The  best  men  IWTe  their  weak  and  unguarded  hours,  wherein 
they  act  uawarrantably  through  the  prevalence  of  their  desires,  which  are 
all  of  the  natural  kind,  and  become  faulty  only  by  their  excess :  though 
during  these  intervals,  they  depart  from  their  holiness,  yet  as  soon  as  the 
impulse  is  over,  their  former  tenor  and  disposition  returns  again,  so  they  do 
not  lose  their  character  of  holy,  any  more  than  a  man  loses  his  character  of 
a  musician,  by  having  his  instrument  withholden  from  bim  for  a  while. 

But  there  are  other  desires,  malignant  and  vicious,  not  springing  from 
nature,  but  generated  by  evil  habits  and  perverse  management,  never  inno- 
cent, because  corrupt  in  kind,  rather  than  excessive  in  degree :  such  as 
envy,  nmcour,  malice,  injuatioe,  cruelty,  pride,  rqiaciaittDess,  sordid  selfish- 
ness, and  the  like.  To  idiicfa  we  may  add.  tuch  excess  ot  the  natural 
desires  as  hare  gotten  so  strong  hold  of  the  heart  as  to  be  cherished  there 
with  oonscious  DOti^acence,  even  when  their  proper  objects  do  not  solicit; 
as  sensuality,  debauchery,  unlawful  gallantries,  fbodoess  of  pleasure,  and 
jdlcness. 

AU  these  being  become  habituated  to  the  mind,  strike  so  strong  root 
there,  as  to  change  and  deprave  it  in  character,  rendering  it  ioc^Mble  of 
taking  a  holy  disposition,  because  perpetnally  csisting  up  ideas  incompatible 
therewith.  For  this  reason  it  is  incumbent  iq»on  us  to  stand  always  upon 
the  watch,  to  prevent  our  infirmities  from  becoming  diseases,  our  necessary 
desires  horn  growing  excessive  and  gaining  an  habitual  fondness,  our  pa»- 
sbns,  ill  treatment  from  others,  crass  accidents,  nneqital  distributions  of 
I'rovjdence,  costoni,  example,  or  company,  from  dnwing  us  insensibly  into 
desires  unnatural,  and  essentially  evil. 

3.  Bat  when  we  cast  op  our  eyes  to  the  Supreme  Bdng,  we  shall  see  at 
first  glance  there  is  no  occamon  for  an  Attribute  of  holiness,  to  keep  him 
watchful  against  niischiefs  that  cannot  befall  him.  For  he  has  no  wants 
wbich  might  require  appetites  ur^ng  to  supply  them,  no  natural  deairee 
that  might  rise  to  excess,  and  become  habitnal,  no  posaioDs  to  b«^wle, 
errors  to  mislead,  influence  of  custom  or  company  to  pervert  him :  fae 
cannot  grudge  the  blessings  himself  has  bestowed,  repine  at  the  d' 
tions  he  has  made,  become  soured  by  scddents  which  are  none  t 
grow  proud  at  excelling  the  works  of  his  bands,  nor  harbour  malice  for 
injuries  that  cannot  hurt  him.  Therefore  holiness  in  him  is  no  more  than 
a  negation  of  those  moral  itnpuritieB,  whereto  our  natore  lies  liable :  and  I 
believe  there  is  nobody  who  will  not  readily  acknowledge,  that  everything 
of  this  kind  ought  to  be  excluded  trojn  owe  idea  of  God. 

Nevertheless,  as  I  observed  before,  we  take  onr  lineaments  of  the  sub- 
limest  objects  from  archetypes  found  within  ourselves ;  and  vice  has.  such 
a  bewitching  art  of  disguising,  as  to  make  us  mistake  her  for  virtue  aitd 
holioeBB ;  so  that  without  careful  attenticm,  she  will  palm  her  own  odious 
features  upon  us  for  excellencies,  and  draw  us  ineeosibly  to  give  them  a  place 
in  'hat  which  ought  to  be  all  perfection,  "nius  we  find  the  heathen  world 
in  general  ascribed  sensoslity,  debauchery,  competition,  pride,  envy,  jealousy. 
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inveteracy,  injustice,  animonty,  crnelty,  and  other  moral  imparities,  to  their 
bekvenly  powere,  whotn  yet  they  eui^KMed  elevated  above  the  reach  of 
baman  imperfection :  nor  did  they  perctdve  any  ioconeiMency  herein,  bccatue 
they  regarded  those  diqtoaitions  aa  no  btemiah  nor  mark  of  nnholineaa  in 
the  moral  character. 

Mankind  is  now  happily  altered  for  the  better  in  this  respect ;  the  least 
enlightened  among  lu  acknowledge  the  unity  and  ^Hritoali^  of  the  God- 
head. So  there  is  no  room  for  sensuality,  where  there  are  no  corporeal 
members  to  be  employed  as  instnimentB  therein  :  no  place  for  inordinate  ex- 
ceases  of  desire,  where  there  is  neither  Nectar,  nor  Ambrona,  nor  other  ne- 
ceasary  allarement  to  emits  a  RatnTal  apptiite ;  no  competition,  envy,  nor 
jealousy  in  a  single  sahstance,  who  has  none  other  to  contend  with,  to  rival, 
or  to  suspect :  no  pride  without  an  object  to  be  set  in  comparisoa :  no  ran- 
cour or  animosity  where  there  is  nothing  to  resist  the  Will ;  no  injustice  in 
him  who  could  not  be  ^n^fited  thereby  :  no  hatred  in  one  whom  an  enemy 
cannot  hortnoTobetmct :  no  abhorrence  or  detestation  of  things  whidi  were 
the  work  of  his  own  hand. 

This  is  now  BO  clearly  understood  by  everybody,  that  we  never  knowin^y 
admit  any  mixture  of  moral  fbnlneaa  or  baman  weakness  into  onr  idea  of 
the  Divine  character.  Yet  whoever  will  observe  tht  disconrses  and  appn- 
hensions  of  the  men  and  women  he  commonly  meets  with,  may  observe  some 
c4  those  btemishes'liave  crept  in  imperceptibly,  and  that  by  means  of  notions 
which  were  innocent  and  necessary  at  fiist,  bat  have  corrupted  and  perished 
by  passing  throagh  oar  hands.  Nor  is  the  mischief  anjreqoently  increased 
\y  the'  indincredon  of  some  zaaloos  teachers,  iriio  being  not  sufficiently 
guarded  in  their  thoughts  at  all  points,  pursue  a  &vourite  notioti  to  extni- 
vagant  lengths,  ontil  they  mn  it  down  into  abjectness  and  absnrdity. 

4.  It  ia  proper  that  virtne  should  be  r^ireaented  as  agreeable  in  the  eyes 
ef  God,  and  whatever  is  done  in  support  of  his  honour  and  religion,  in  rdief 
of  hie  servants,  or  for  the  disconrsgement  of  wickedness,  as  done  for  his 
service ;  because  this  tends  to  urge  and  hearten  ns  in  the  prosecution  of  our 
duty :  but  it  is  carrying  the  matter  too  &t  when  we  make  ourselves  of  im- 
portaoce  to  him,  or  faney  we  can  steal  away  his  afieotions  from  our  fellow- 
creatnrss,  to  do  him  a  real  service,  or  strengthen  his  hands  to  overcome  his 


It  is  expedient  we  shoold  lode  upon  things  seemisgly  indifferent  in 
themselTes  as  obligatory  when  enjoined  by  him,  for  we  are  not  to  dispute 
hi*  comnMUids  be«itise  we  do  not  discern  the  reasonsbleiwss  of  them ;  but 
to  imagine  him  giving  arbitrary  eommanda  whidi  have  no  foundation 
whatever  in  leason,  ot  to  be  del^^hted  with  unavailing  expressions  erf  ho- 
mage teodmg  to  no  benefit  either  of  our  own  or  onr  fellow-creatoree,  intro- 
doiies  a  Httlenesa  and  unworthinesa  into  our  idea  of  him. 

While  we  endeavour  to  raise  ttur  minds  to  the  highest  sense  of  his  power, 
faia  goodneas,  and  his  giory  they  can  stttun,  we  do  well ;  but  when  we 
strive  to  disguise  oar  real  tbongfata,  for  fear  of  oflending  him,  or  use 
fsllacioue  arguments  in  support  of  hie  honour,  we  shall  fall  into  an  appre- 
hehsion  of  him  aa  bmng  ceremonions  and  captions,  liable  to  be  tD^toaed 
npon  by  flattery,  and  taken  with  compliment. 

In  appr^ieiiding  the  actions  and  concerns  of  men  to  lie  nnder  the  oon- 
tinuol  inspection  and  conduct  of  his  Providence,  we  do  no  more  than  is 
agreeable  to  sound  reason  and  troth ;  but  if  we  suppose  the  eye  of  Pro- 
vidence engrossed  by  particular  persons  in  disregard  of  tlie  common  herd, 
imd  anxiouily  attentive  to  their  minute  occasions,  so  far  as  to  ptroride  a 
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lodging  for  WUtefidd,  or  prewrve  his  horae  from  ttnmbling.'we  Ricribe  to 
him  the  weak  fondness  aud  narrow  nndersUuiding  of  hnmui  nature. 

Nothing  more  ennobles  and  refines  the  mind  than  an  unabating  lore  of 
God,  the  Btronger  the  better,  so  it  be  manly  and  decent,  operating  by  a 
reverential  dependence  upon  hia  protection,  a  full  confidence  in  his  mercy, 
and  a  perfect  acquiescence  in  the  dispensations  of  his  Providence,  as  be- 
lieving them  to  terminate  ultimately  in  oar  good :  bnt  as  this  afiection  i» 
overstrained  by  enthnsiasta  and  devotees  in  a  langoage  unsuitable  to  it, 
when  they  talk  of  the  sonl  pouring  forth  in  pioos  breathings  and  transports, 
with  their  dear  Lord,  and  sweet  Jesus,  they  leave  nothing  noble  nor  hea- 
venly in  it ;  but  court  the  Almighty  in  the  same  sentiments  they  would 
court  a  mistress,  and  mingle  their  own  passions,  those  too  not  of  the  purest 
kind,  in  their  idea  of  the  most  holy. 

It  is  reqnisite  that  wickedness  should  be  represented  as  odions  to  him, 
and  tbe  persons  immersed  in  it  as  living  at  enmity  against  him,  because 
this  may  luse  s  horror  of  it  in  ourselves,  and  preserve  us  against  catching 
the  contagion  from  those  who  are  deeply  infected  with  it;  but  wbm  this 
notion  carries  men  to  hate  and  detest,  to  vex  and  destroy  one  another  for 
his  sake,  it  is  making  him  vindictive,  rancoroos,  and  crnd,  and  fastening  a 
moral  impurity  upon  h'*"  which  any  good  man  would  be  ashamed  of.  Thus 
there  is  a  caution  to  be  used  in  the  management  of  the  very  topics  em- 
ployed to  bring  men  into  a  holiness  of  temper ;  for,  with  a  very  Uttle  in- 
discretion, tbey  may  be  made  like  other  best  things,. which  when  corrupted 
become  the  worst. 

5.  For  as  we  have  remariied  several  times  before,  our  ideas  of  the 
Divine  character  are  all  taken  from  archetypes  found  in  our  own,  because 
we  have  none  others  wherefrom  to  describe  anything  conceivable  to  our 
imaginatioa.  Hence  it  follovrs  that  onr  materials  being  defective,  we  can 
carry  on  the  resemblance  but  a  little  way,  without  changing  them,  and  em- 
ploying new  (mes,  oftentimes  of  a  directly  opposite  colour,  which  being 
taken  notice  of  by  the  unwary,  who  do  not  observe  the  necesnty  and  occa- 
Mon  of  it,  involves  them  in  perplexities  and  contradictions. 

Perh^M  Uiis  is  nowhere  more  apparent  than  in  the  doctrine  of  Providence, 
which  whoever  holds,  must  acknowledge  to  have  the  disposal  of  tbe  machi- 
nations  and  actions  of  men,  as  well  as  all  other  events ;  and  in  onr  two 
(itaptert  npon  that  article,  and  upon  Freewill,  we  have  laid  down,  that 
every  minute  motion,  both  in  the  human  breast  and  among  the  bodies  around 
us,  was  comprised  and  noticed  in  the  plan  of  Providence.  I  would  not  then 
point  out  the  consequences  that  might  be  drawn  from  this  universal  provision 
of  causes,  being  unwilling  to  scandalize  anybody  before  I  was  ready  to  remove 
his  scruples.  If  the  candid  reader  has  hitherto  overlooked  these  conse- 
quences, it  is  so  much  the  better  ;  yet  as  we  cannot  expect  but  they  will 
occur  to  him  some  time  or  other,  it  is  incumbent  npon  us  to  prepare  the 
antidote ;  and  concming  this  the  proper  place  for  so  doing,  we  shall  not 
Bcruple  to  discover  the  poison,  which  is  that  we  may  seem  to  have  made 
God  the  Authoi  of  sin. 

For  if  all  the  follies  aud  wickedness  of  mankind  were  owing  to  motives 
suggested  by  modificatiuns  of  thrar  oivans,  depending  in  a  chmn  of  certain 
effects  upon  the  operations  of  the  Almighty,  then  he  must  be  esteemed  the 
author  and  ^tprover  of  those  follies  and  wickedness,  for  which  he  made  the 
provision  of  causes  with  knowledge  and  intention  of  the  evil  fruits  they  shontd 
produce :  which  to  imagine,  would  be  the  highest  offence  against  his  holi- 
ueas  ttad  justice,  as  representing  the  worst  of  crimes  appTO\-cd  of  by  him. 
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and  puniahmait  inflicted  for  fenlta  wherennto  he  bad  led  the  trantgreaaor 
by  the  workings  of  hi«  ^roridence.  Besidea,  at  we  have  all  along  indited 
npon  a  difierence  in  acboos,  lome  dnnring  down  the  bleaaingfl  and  oth«ra 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  our  heads,  we  contradict  onTBelvea  egre*' 
giously  in  maintaining  an  opinion  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 
mnit  atrocietis  villanies  are  equally  agreeable  to  God,  and  alike  the  object  of 
his  counsels,  with  the  most  conBommate  virtnes.  Bat  this  crying  injury  to 
hii  holy  name  we  ehall  ok  onr  best  endeaTours  to  prevent,  and  at  the  lama 
time  to  reconcile  the  contradictions  charged  npon  onr  system. 

6.  Now  in  order  to  do  this,  let  ns  eudeavonr  to  lay  down  in  one  view 
the  several  parts  of  oar  system,  as  ibrmed  by  the  decisions  of  our  under- 
standing, when  in  her  atmoet  stretch  of  contemplation ;  or  as  calculated  to 
model  our  imagination  for  directing  ua  in  the  conduct  of  life.  By  which  it 
will  appear  that  the  seeming  contradictions  and  evil  consequences  appre- 
bended  in  it,  are  only  variations  of  langnage,  and  li^ts  of  placing  thmgs 
in,  necessary  for  accommodating  them  to  the  different  c^aciticB  of  sensitive- 
rational  animals.  We  have  found  it  expedient  in  onr  chapter  upon  that 
article,  and  upon  several  occasions  since,  to  rqiresent  God  under  two  dia- 
racters,  as  Creator,  end  as  Governor  of  the  Universe.  In  the  former  of 
those  capacities  he  is  incomprehensible,  nor  can  we  safely  affirm  anything 
concerning  his  proceedings,  the  manner  of  them,  or  counsels  directing 
them.  We  know  he  has  interspened  a  mixture  of  evil  among  his  works, 
and  though  1  have  su^^ested  very  probable  grounds  to  hope  the  quantity 
of  it  ii  inconceivably  mnah  in  proportion  to  the  good,  yet  that  there  is  some, 
we  feel  daily  by  unwelcome  experience :  from  hence  we  may  presume  the 
nature  of  things  originally  so  constituted,  as  that  the  little  sprinking  of  evil 
was  made  necessary  to  support  and  secore  the  greater  good. 

But  God  in  his  capacity  of  Governor  descends  nearer  to  our  compre- 
hension :  we  may  imagine  him  ruling  with  unwearied  infinite  goodness,  a 
little  restrained  by  the  necesuty  he  had  imposed  npon  himsdf  at  the 
creation,  but  watcbfol  to  employ  his  power  and  wisdom  for  preventing  the 
growth  of  evil  beyond  diat  necessity  in  any  single  instance,  and  impartial 
to  distribute  it  in  exact  measure  among  all  his  creatures.  In  this  view  of 
bis  government,  it  appears  bis  eye  never  terminates  npon  evil^  but  regards 
it  only  as  a  means  to  work  out  the  greater  good  he  graciously  purposes  to 
procure;  and  this  is  the  only  view  wherein  we  can  behold  him,  our  optics 
being  not  suited  to  discern  him  in  his  work  of  creation.  IWe  may  be 
creatures  of  more  exalted  intelligence,  endowed  with  Acuities  capacious 
enough  to  comprehend  the  original  constitution  of  nature,  to  discover  and 
contentplate  Attributes  unknown  and  unthought  of  by  us.  But  their  doc- 
trine upon  these  matters  w6uld  be  unintelligible  to  the  acutest  of  us,  who  are 
but  as  vulgar  in  comparison  with  them,  and  therefore  must  content  our- 
selves with  what  they  might  regard  as  exoterics.  Yet  this  inferior  doctrine, 
I  mean  inferior  with  re^Kct  to  other  natures,  is  still  too  high  to  serve  for 
our  common  use ;  so  that  we  must  divide  it  into  that  we  may  entertain  in  the 
doaet.  and  that  we  shall  find  portable  to  carry  about  upon  common  occa- 
sions. And  we  shall  begin  with  the  former,  as  being  the  standard  to  regu- 
late, and  foundation  whereon  to  constmct  the  other. 

7.  Tie  value  of  measures  and  quality,  of  actions  must  be  denominated 
&t>m  the  whole  amount  of  the  fruits  to  be  prodnced  by  them,  llie  fond 
mother  that  indulges  her  child  in  every  foolish  bncyi  doe#  him  hurt,  al- 
though she  procureshiroapresent  pleasure,  because  it  is  attended  withmi^- 
diievous  consequences ;  and  the  prudent  parent  who  sends  his  eon  away 
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from  the  cue  and  coaveuMBoeaof  bonetotlwdisci^iae  uiilhvdBlupaof  a 
scbod,  does  lum  a  IdndiMU,  tlMn^  he  drivn  him  loto  a  diai^;reaabk  and 
painful  road,  because  it  will  lead  to  hia  accomplialunent,  hi*  n«dit,  and  hii 
greater  enjoyment,  when  he  comes  out  into  the  world.  And  in  general,  what- 
ever we  (k)  to  another,  however  immediately  pleasing,  yet  if  we  do  it  with 
intentioD  to  bring  on  miadiief  gt«ater  than  the  pleaanre  we  give,  it  must  be 
counted  an  act  of  malice.  As  on  the  other  band  whatever  we  do  troablesome 
er  painfol,  yet  if  done  with  intention  to  procure  greater  ben^t  to  the  party, 
it  is  an  instance  of  kindoesa  and  goodneaa.  Tlieae  then  being  the  grounds 
whereon  we  make  an  estimation  of  our  own  aetiona,  we  can  employ  none 
other  in  eatonating  the  divine  ;  for  as  has  be«i  oft«i  remarked  before,  we 
can  form  no  conception  of  God  unless  from  arehetypea  found  within  our- 
selves. For  this  reason  he  is  incomprehensihle  in  his  character  of  Creator, 
becaoae  w«  have  nothing  in  oar  proceedings  at  all  similar  to  tbeprodactk« 
of  a  substance,  to  the  asngning  primary  properties,  or  constituting  the  re- 
lationa  between  one  thing  and  another.  Our  employment  Ues  in  observing 
the  things  about  us,  their  qualities,  their  relations  to  oar  well  or  ill  being, 
and  from  thence  contriving  the  methods  requisite  for  attaining  our  purposes. 

Upon  this  narrow  bottom  of  experience  we  may  raise  an  idea  of  our  pro- 
vident and  beneficent  Oovemor,  whom  we  may  conceive  proceeding  upon  a 
oonstitation  of  things  already  estsbliahed,  capaUe  of  admitting  an  inexhaus- 
tiMe  and  boundless  stream  of  faappiness,  hat  not  without  a  small  mixture  (tf 
evil  made  necessary  to  introduce  it.  We  may  appreliend  him  not,  like  our- 
selves, circumscribed  within  a  little  sphere  of  limited  knowledge,  but  omnia, 
cient  to  discern  distinctly  all  the  sobstances  existing,  the  situations  they 
might  be  placed  in,  the  mutual  affections  that  might  ensue  upcm  their  ^pli- 
cation to  one  another :  and  completdy  wiw,  to  underataud  the  effect  of  every 
motion  and  operation  among  them,  of  every  combination  of  motions,  and 
operations  among  them  all,  and  look  throng  every  succession  of  causes  to 
their  remotest  consequences.  We  may  then  figure  to  ourselves  this  infinite 
wisdom  employed  by  infinite  goodness  to  contrivea  plan  of  nature,  wherein 
all  the  good  possible  for  the  creatnree  ^muld  be  oontained,  all  methods  pat 
in  nse  for  enhancing  their  happioeas,  not  excelling  such  evils  from  whence 
a  farther  greater  good  might  be  marked  out,  and  none  admitted  which  will 
not  redound  to  some  signal  benefit  of  the  creatimi. 

In  tluB  idea  of  divine  Providence  we  shall  find  nothing  unbeoominga  wise 
and  graeiona  Governor,  nor  are  those  provisions  made  for  the  evils  inter- 
spersed among  his  works,  an  impeachment  of  his  goodness :  for  being  made 
with  a  vierw  to  the  good  whereof  they  are  necessarily  productive,  they  foil 
properly  under  the  denomination  of  acts  of  kindness  and  beneficence :  it  wiU 
perhaps  be  said  that  all  this  may  account  for  the  introduction  of  natural  evil 
into  &e  system  of  Providence,  but  does  not  reconcile  us  to  the  provision  of 
motives  drawing  into  moral  evil,  upon  which  the  difficulty  [nitkcipally  arose. 
But  let  us  consider  that  the  very  existence  of  moral  evil  depends  upon  na- 
tural I  for  we  could  do  no  wrong  if  we  could  do  nothing  wherefrom  some 
hurt  or  damage  or  displeaenre  mi^t  accrue  either  to  ourselves  or  any  other 
besidea.  llierefine  natural  evil  being  the  ground  which  gives  scope  to  moral, 
it  will  be  worth  while  to  bestow  some  particular  consideration  upon  the 
formar,  whereby  to  gather  light  for  disoovmi^  the  ocotsieteBcy  of  the  latter 
with  wisdom  and  goodneffi. 

6.  Evils  wbereof  we  have  any  experience  (Mr  comprehension  may  be 
ranged  ander  two  classes,  Inevit^  and  AvoidaUe ;  and  esic^  of  these  sub- 
divided again  into  two  ^etiei,  distinguishable  by  (he  channels  throo^ 
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which  they  hU  npon  oa.  Inevitable  evik  are  eitiier  those  we  are  lut^ected 
to  bj'  the  conatitiitkni  of  our  iMtiire,  as  the  iafiimities  of  age,  diseases,  and 
Gonqtlaiata  «cc»N<ned  by  nnwholeaotne  wtb  or  TsmtionB  (rf  iresther,  or  else 
thoK  whereto  oar  ignorance  of  the  meana  ^nciper  for  preventisg  them  ren- 
ders oa  Uable,  nch  its  sodden  deaths,  maimings  or  other  bodily  hurts  by  the 
stroke  of  li^tning,  which  anybody  might  easily  escape,  if  be  coold  bat  al- 
ways know  the  paiticnlar  spot  where  the  lightning  will  fall.  Of  avoidable 
evUs,  which  nerertheless  we  do  not  aToid,  some  are  pmdentia],  imcii  as 
labour,  troubles,  self-denials  undergone  Toluntorily  for  tiie  aalce  of  some  ad- 
Tantage  to  be  gained  thereby :  others  punitory,  which  we  draw  apoa  our- 
selves by  our  iU  conduct  and  wilfiil  mismanagement. 

Aitd  these  seroal  kinds  of  evils  may  spring  from  one  another :  for  a  man 
by  hit  debaochcries  may  contract  diseases  he  cannot  afterwards  get  rid  of; 
or  by  intemperanca  may  so  weaken  his  faculties  that  he  diall  not  disceni  the 
dangoi  he  might  catdiy  have  avoided ;  or  by  extravagance  reduce  hhneetf  to 
such  poverty  at  that  it  shaltbecome  prudent  to  submit  to  dmdgery  and  hard- 
ships for  his  sostenance  and  support.  In  these  cases  the  necessity  rendering 
evil  jmidential,  the  distemper  and  ignorance  subjecting  to  inevitable  evil, 
may  be  ranked  under  the  daas  of  ponitory,  as  on  the  ctiier  hand  the  latter 
may  be  styled  jsvdential,  when  inflicted  to  secure  peace,  and  good  wder, 
and  the  benefits  of  society. 

'  S.'It  ie  an  ancient  and  prevailing  epinioiLthat  physical  evil  was  theeAct 
of  moral,  Masy  orthodox  dtvinea  hold  that  e^  first  entered  into  nature 
upon  the  rebdlion  of  Lucifer,  and  was  introduced  into  these  snblnnary  re- 
gkms  by  the  sin  of  Han :  for  that  the  earth  in  its  paradieiaeal  state  had  no- 
thing c^  pain,  disease,  nneaaineas,  or  trouble  belonging  to  it.  We  have 
found  BO  much  in  confirmatioB  of  this  latter  notion  as  to  make  it  highly  pro- 
bable, that  if  mankind  conld  Once  totally  clear  themselves  of  their  attach- 
ment topresent  pleasure,  their  inqtotence  of  resisting  desire,  their  indolence, 
and  (heir  selfahnfta,  they  might  by  their  united  endeavours  qnickly  relieve 
themselves  from  all  intolerable  evils :  and  againBt  what  remained,  they 
migltt  arm  themsetvea  with  such  a  temper  of  mind,  as  should  change  its  na- 
ture, making  it  cease  to  be  evil  by  drawing  out  its  sting,  and  rendoing  it 
ino^table  of  hurting  them. 

But  though  by  these  means  they  ought  restore  a  paradise  upcn  earth,  yet 
it  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  this  paradise  vrould  extend  to  die  brute 
creation.  One  may  imagine,  atid  bnt  barely  imagme,  that  the  sagadty  of 
man,  improved  and  exerted  to  the  ntmoet,  might  inure  &e  lions  and  wcdvea 
to  live  upon  dead  carcasses,  without  worrying  the^r  t»«ther  animals :  hot  otim 
cannot  even  imagine  how  any  homan  skill  and  iodustry  could  ever  disdpliM 
the  fish,  ortheiosects,  so  that  the  pike  riioald  no  longer  be  the  terror  of  tb 
lake,  nor  the  sbaric  reign  as  tyrant  of  the  deep,  nor  the  dolphin  tire  down 
the  flying-fish,  nor  the  spider  entangle  the  heedless  6y  in  hta  texture,  and 
then  destroy  him  with  a  Ungering  and  painful  death.  But  it  is  said  tite 
animals  were  mild,  gentle,  and  innocent  at  the  b^:i&ning :  sporting  tbe  lion 
ramped,  and  in  bis  paws  dandled  the  kid ;  bears,  ounces,  tigers,  pards  gam- 
bolled before  them :  until  their  natures  were  changed  vpoa  the  dieobedience 
of  man,  for  whose  sake  God  cursed  the  ground  with  all  its  produce  and  in> 
habitants.  Which  brings  the  wants,  pains,  distresses,  as  well  among  brutes 
as  men,  under  the  idea  of  punitwy. 

There  is  likewise  a  heterodox  notion  tending  to  the  aame  condnrion, 
which  supposes  a  pre-existent  state,  wherein  the  sfririts  of  men  and  animah. 
by  the  wrong  use  of  the  powers  and  hberty  they  then  enjoyed,  have  made 
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theiuMlvet  obnozioua  to  the  eufferings  they  now  eDdure.  Hoi  we  find  that 
men  of  different  peraaasioM  in  other  respects  have  agreed  in  aacribing  phy- 
Mcal  evil  to  morel,  u  ita  cauee  and  origin.  And  tluH,  if  it  were  fully  esta- 
blished, would  give  us  a  more  favouraUJe  opinicNi  of  our  existence :  for  it  is 
eome  consolation  to  know,  there  are  no  evils  in  natore  abeolutdy  inevitable, 
and  it  leaves  no  room  to  hope,  that  we  may  some  time  or  other  attain  a  com- 
petent knowledge  and  strength  of  mind  stuffident  to  secure  us  against  every 
mischief. 

Besides  it  u  more  easy  to  comprehend  bow  the  sufferings  for  wrong 
doing  may  be  productive  of  the  good  we  have  supposed  in  a  former  place  re- 
sulting therefrom ,  than  inevitable  mischief :  because  tbej  will  naturidly  spur 
on  those  creatures,  who  have  knowledge  of  the  causes  they  flow  from,  to 
uae  their  activity  in  practising  the  methods  requisite  for  escaping  them : 
whereas  what  is  absolutely  anavoidable  can  have  no  infltKnce  upon  the  con- 
duct. Yet  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  in  case  either  of  harts  consequent 
npon  iiLnlts  committed  in  a  pre-exietent  state,  or  of  miseries  brought  upon 
animals  by  the  wickedness  of  man,  they  do  not  yield  a  profitable  fruit  to  the 
creatures  sofiering ;  therefore,  since  we  have  laid  down  that  every  evil  is 
productive  of  good  somewhere  or  other,  the  benefit  most  redound  to  some 
other  creatures.  Which  may  serve  as  an  argument  to  prove  the  connection 
of  interests  between  the  visible  world  and  the  invieible 

10.  But  were  neither  of  the  before-mentioned  hypotheses  to  be  admitted, 
yet  it  is  notorious  that  one  creature  often  profita  by  the  hmts  and  labcura  of 
another,  and  suffers  by  the  faults  of  another.  We  find  it  necessaiy  to  slaugh- 
ter animals  for  our  sustenance,  and  pat  them  to  severe  drodgeriea  in  cur 
service.  In  return  we  are  forced  to  toil  and  trouble  in  the  care  of  creatures 
useful  to  us  ;  there  are  insects  which  prey  upon  our  flesh,  our  blood,  and  oar 
vitals,  perhaps  in  greater  multitudes  than  we  are  aware  of;  some  diseases, 
and  it  has  been  imagined  all  of  them,  proceeding  from  an  imperceptible  ver- 
min swarming  within  us.  These  instances  may  corroborate  our  opinion  of 
the  general  connection,  and  afford  a  strong  presumption  that  the  mischiefs 
which  do  not  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  any  creatures  we  see,  contribute  to 
that  of  others  we  do  not  see.:  and  what  we  have  observed  before  concern- 
ing the  divine  equity,  insures  to  every  individual  his  proportionable  share  uf 
the  good  and  evil  he  brings  up<»i  others. 

Sudi  considerations  duly  attended  to,  might  ailenoe  the  clamours  of  those 
free-thinkers  who  urge  die  absurdity  of  our  being-  punished  for  crimes 
whereof  we  are  not  consciona,  or  of  the  innocent  suffering  for  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  guilty.  Because,  say  they,  such  severities  can  do  ne  no  good, 
as  neither  directing  us  what  to  do,  or  what  to  avoid,  nor  encouraging  us  to 
pdraue  one  course  of  behaviour,  rather  than  another.  But  though  it  should 
do  us  no  good,  how  can  they  know  it  may  not  prove  an  example  end  direc- 
tion to  other  Beings,  or  to  onraelvea  in  some  other  form  of  Being,  when  we 
may  have  fitculties  to  cast  a  retrospect,  not  only  upon  our  sufiisrings,  but 
likewise  upon  the  prior  conduct,  that  brought  as  obnoxious  to  them  ?  Cor- 
rection  trf  the  offender  and  restraint  of  vice  among  mankind  is  one  end  of 
punishment,  but  not  the  sole  nor  the  principal :  for  we  stand  as  a  spectacle 
to  other  creatures,  whose  numbers  are  greater,  and  interest  more  important 
than  our  own.  For  they  having  a  full  discernment  of  the  general  interest 
and  the  divine  equity,  will  see  that  evil  cannot  befal  anywhere  without  a  di- 
minution of  happineae  in  the  universe,  and  oonseqnently  in  the  share  of  every 
member  compowng  it :  therefore  will  look  upon  our  sofferings  as  a  damage 
to  themselves,  which  will  give  them  the  proper  effect  of  punishment,  cre- 
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&tiug  aa  avernon  ag^nst  the  practicea  occasioning  tbem,  as  being  detri- 
Qientid  to  all  in  geaeral. 

II.  HaviDgfoand  reasons  for  ascribing  the  origin  of  all  pain  and  sofiMng 
to  the  misconduct  either  of  the  party  endaring  them,  or  of  others  to  whom 
he  standa  in  some  respect  related,  it  rcmaina  next  to  inqnire  into  the  rise  of 
moral  evil.  Whene'er  we  do  wrong  we  are  prompted  thereto  by  the  im- 
pulse of  some  desire,  appearing  more  aatiafactory  to  oar  apprehension  than 
the  dictatei  of  judgment  or  conscience.  For  it  hae  been  shown  in  the  conrte 
of  this  work,  that  the  mind  acta  constantly  upon  motives ;  snch  as  they  are, 
such  precisely  her  action  is :  nor  ia  this  inconsistent  with  freewill,  which 
depends  upon  the  absence  of  all  impediment  against  the  operations  of  the 
mind  taking  effect  upon  her  own  roUtiona,  but  not  at  all  upon  the  causes  in- 
fluencing her  to  operate.  But  all  motives  are  perceptiDns  wherein  the  mind 
is  purely  passive,  being  acted  upon  by  the  mechanical  motions  of  our  orga- 
nization striking  the  perceptions  upon  her :  and  this  alike  as  well  in  our  de- 
liberate or  voluntary,  as  in  our  inadvertent  or  spontaneous  thoughts.  For 
whether  I  play  upon  an  organ  myself,  or  have  one  that  will  play  by  clock- 
work, still  it  is  the  mechanical  motions  of  the  keys,  the  air  passing  through 
the  pipes,  and  undulations  coming  from  thence,  that  impress  perceptions  of 
the  sound  upon  the  mind  :  and  if  the  organ  be  out  of  order,  1  cannot  procure 

■  perfect  music  either  way  :  whence  it  appears  that  the  behaviour  of  man  de- 

-  pends  upon  the  condition  of  his  mental  organization. 

Now  to  account  for  the  disorder  of  our  machine  let  ns  take  the  orthodox 
scheme,  and  suppose  diat  as  a  man  by  his  debaucheries  may  entail  diseases 

'  upon  his  cluld ran,' which  shall  continue  from  generation  to  generation,  so 
the  nn  of  onr  first  parents  worked  snch  a  diatemperatnre  into  their  interior 
frame,  as  spoiled  the  constitution  of  their  posterity  ever  since.      We  must 

'  look  then  for  the  origin  of  our  own  depravity  in  die  first  fatal  step  of  oar 
primogenitors ;  and  we  shall  find  that  to  have  proceeded  from  their  igno- 
rant simplicity,  and  the  temptation  thrown  in  their  way ;  cansea  antecedent 
to  the  act  of  transgressing. 

God  had  prohibited  their  eating  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the  midst  of  the 
garden  upon  pain  of  death,  and  it  does  not  appearthey  would  have  ever  en- 
tertained a  thought  of  transgressing  of  themselves,  but  if  the  fruit  at  any 
time  had  chanced  to  catch  their  eyes,  they  would  instantly  have  taken  them 
off  to  some  other  object.  But  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman.  Ye  shall 
not  sorely  die  :  for  God  doth  know  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof  your  eyea 
ahsll  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  suppose  the  woman  immediately  believed  the  serpent,  or  was 
willing  to  take  his  word  rather  than  God's :  but  what  she  he<ux]  perpkxed 
her :  for  being  wholly  unexperienced  in  falsehood,  she  bad  no  notion  of  any 
such  thing.  Suspicion  could  not  enter  her  thoughts,  as  having  never  had  a 
cause  in  anything  happening  before  to  alarm  it,  she  had  always  been  used 
to  look  upon  everything  as  true  that  whs  told  her,  and  now  to  be  told  that 
the  fruit  was  of  excellent  quality,  and  that  God  himself  knew  it  to  be  so, 
when  he  had  before  declared  it  mortal,  must  throw  her  into  an  utter  asto- 
nishment. In  these  circnmstances  itwasnatural  for  her  to  consider  atten- 
tively that  frnit  which  was  the  subject  of  her  astonishment,  if  perchance 
something  might  be  discovered  thernn  to  disentangle  the  perplexity :  We  all 

'  do  so  upon  the  like  occasion,  nor  can  one  find  anything  blameable  in  thb 

Thus  &r  then  here  was  no  guilt  nor  disobedience,  no  wrong  turn  of  the 
will :  hut  being  thus  innocently  drawn  to  fix  an  e«ruest  attention  upon  the 
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tre«,  fihe  mw  that  h  wu  good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant  to  the 
eyes,  and  a  tree  to  be  desired  to  malie  one  wiae.  That  is,  her  looks 
dw^liug  upon  the  tree,  (md  her  thoughts  upon  the  luggestioos  of  the 
wrpeut,  iotfoduced  stronger  ideas  of  the  dcUciousness  of  the  fruit  and 
deairablenesB  of  wisdom,  than  she  had  ever  known  before,  she  had  already 
eaten  other  fruits,  and  bad  foond  their  sweetness  and  their  wholesomeness 
oorrespond  with  the  fairness  of  their  appearance :  from  whence  she  had 
gotten  an  appetite  giving  a  preference  to  whatever  looked  ripe  and  bloom- 
ing. She  tuul  seen  Adam  give  names  to  all  the  animals  expressive  of 
their  natures,  and  no  doubt  t^  known  many  other  instances  of  his  know- 
ledge being  auperior  to  ber's.  The;  had  both  had  perpetual  occasion  to 
contemplate  the  wisdom  and  omniscience  of  God  manifested  in  the  admi- 
rable structure  and  contrivance  of  his  works.  But  this  admiration  of 
wisdom  was  no  more  than  a  cool  judgment  of  its  excellency,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  possessing  higher  degrees  of  knowledge  rather  than  lower,  without 
crcating  a  desire  of  raising  their  feculbes  above  the  present  pitch,  which 
they  hiul  no  prospect  of  effecting :  and  their  appetite  being  abundantly 
■atisfied  with  the  foods  allowed  them,  could  never  grow  to  a  vehement 

Bat  now  the  woman,  beguiled  by  the  artifice  of  the  serpent,  beheld  tbe 
deliciona  fruit  and  the  present  means  san;ested  of  attaining  a  godlike 
wisdom,  with  desire,  yet  being  withholden  from  eating  by  the  prohibition, 
desire,  as  it  will  nat^aUy  do  while  entertained  in  the  thougtita  without 
b«uig  gratified,  grew  more  and  more  importunate.  Still  we  do  not  find 
anything  to  blame  in  her;  she  had  indeed  committed  a  fetal  error,  but  we 
cannot  call  it  a  misbehaviour,  for  she  was  not  apprized  of  her  danger,  nor 
knew  tbe  consequence  of  suffering  the  senutive  part  to  gather  head  above 
the  rational.  Her  close  attention  to  the  fruit,  and  its  pretended  virtues, 
was  not  an  idle  curiosity,  nor  a  criminal  indalgence,.but  an  honest  attempt 
to  get  information  upon  the  doubts  that  perplexed  her. 

12.  fiat  deeire  being  grown  exorbitant,  her  reflection  on  the  command 
to  ^HAain  became  uneasy  to  her ;  which  uneasiness  got  hold  on  tbe  will, 
influencing  her  to  use  endeavours  for  sti&ing  tbe  reflection,  and  turning  her 
notice  npon  the  allurements  in  her  &ncy ;  by  this  means  bringing  herself 
to  believe,  because  she  wished  it  were  true,  tbat  what  the  serpent  bad  said 
was  right,  and  tbat  God  was  not  in  earnest  when  he  made  the  denundation. 
In  this  manner  I  conceive  sin  entered  into  the  world,  beginning  in  a  wilfid 
infidelity,  which  ia  always  accompanied  with  a  like  wilfid  partiality  to  some 
fond  passion  or  appetite;  and  this  was  the  first  wrong  election  the  woman 
made ;  or,  in  the  language  of  some  people,  tbe  first  abuse  of  her  power  o 
indiSerency,  whereby  she  annexed  the  idea  of  best  to  an  act  of  disobedience ; 
and  then  the  judgment  being  perverted,  no  wonder  it  led  her  to  practise 
that,  which  now  appeared  tbe  best;  so  ^e  took  of  tbe  fruit  thereof,  and  did 
eat.  And  when  die  gave  also  unto  her  husband  with  her,  and  be  did  eat, 
we  may  presume  he  was  prevailed  on  by  the  like  proccas  as  ahe  bad  been. 

Ihua  we  see  the  freewill  of  our  ancestors  warped  to  a  wrong  bias  in  tbe 
nme  manner  as  onr's  is,  namely,  by  desire  catdting  away  the  idea  of 
satisfitction  from  judgment  and  conscieiice ;  for  when  the  urgency  of  desire 
beoomea  so  pressing  as  to  create  an  intderable  uneasiness,  it  makes  present 
giatificfltioa  appear  preferable  to  remote  good  or  rectitude,  and  gains  the 
consent  of  tbe  WiD  to  an  action  known  and  diacemed  to  be  wrong.  But 
the  steps  by  which  desire  rose  to  this  uivency  proceeded  from  antecedent 
and  exteroAl  causes :  to  wit,  tbe  origioaT  formation  of  the  woman,  when 
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the  rib  ms  fasUoned  into  a  machinei7  ifherein  the  ■eDBitiT«  ot^biu  were 
nude  capable  of  atriking  colours,  too  rtrong  for  tbe  ntioDal  to  coaater- 
balance ;  her  artless  simplicity,  unapprized  of  the  danger,  and  nnacqaainted 
with  the  qnalit)'  of  external  allumoeiit*  to  raise  a  violence  in  the  organs  by 
their  repeated  action,  and  the  malice  <rfthc  sopent  to  take  a  base  advantage 
of  her  weakoess  and  innocence. 

If  we  go  on  further  to  trace  the  rise  erf  thii  malice  in  the  aerpent,  or  the 
widced  spirit  possessing  it,  we  mutt  aacribe  it  to  the  pervereenCBB  worked 
into  his  nature  by  hie  fall  from  an  angel  (rf  light.  It  woold  be  too  bold  to 
pronounce  anytlung  confidently  coaceming  angels,  or  their  manner  of 
Action,  bat  if  we  will  reason  at  all  abont  them,  we  most  employ  dot  own 
ideas;  and  it  is  scarce  possible  to  conceive  that  an  angel  o^oying  the 
beatific  vision,  exempt  from  passion  or  frailty,  and  having  a  perfect  nnder- 
standing,  ahonld  ever  think  of  rebelling  against  Omnipotence :  therefore 
when  he  entertained  this  thoi^ht,  he  most  have  been  in  a  state  of  ignorance 
tmd  error,  an  overweening  conceit  of  bis  own  excellence  and  power ;  and 
hare  fallen  from  his  sngeUc  intelligence  before  he  fell  from  hia  allegiance. 
Nor  is  it  conceivable  that  he  should  hava  thrown  away  any  part  of  hie 
intelligence  voluntarily,  bat  was  reduced  to  error  and  darkness  by  some 
provision  of  causes  working  an  effect  necessary  with  respect  to  kim ; 
agreeably  to  that  ancient  saying.  Whom  Jove  would  destn^,  he  first 
infatnates. 

Upon  our  hypothesis  of  tite  MnndaiM  sool,  each  component  spirit  in  its 
state  of  absorption  having  commtmicatioD  of  perception*  wilii  tite  rast,  mot 
know  the  qualities  of  matter,  and  effect  of  a  vital  nnioD  therewith  to  intro- 
duce moral  and  physical  evil :  therefcnv  cannot  be  imagined  to  imaiene 
hadf  therein  of  choice  or  through  ignorance.  Bat  when  a  discerption 
happens,  it  moat  be  brought  about  by  the  dust  of  the  gronnd  or  some 
corporeal  particles  being  moulded  into  organixation,  and  the  spirit  being 
breathed  thereinto,  as  the  breath  of  life,  whereby  the  whole  compoaition, 
bodily,  and  spiritnal,  will  become  a  Uving  soul  or  animal.  Now  whether 
we  suppose  this  discerption  effected  by  divine  agency,  or  certain  laws  at 
nature  established  for  tiiat  purpose,  or  that  the  Mundane  Soul,  discenting 
Hie  necessity  of  immersed  spirits  to  support  its  own  happtneae,  wididniws  its 
ccHnmunication  from  those  to  whose  tunt  it  comes  in  rotation  to  undei^ 
the  burden  of  this  public  service ;  at  that  the  apirita  themselves,  sensibla 
of  that  necessity  and  the  eqoitableness  of  sharing  their  proportion  in  the 
evil  a:  well  aa  the  good,  nndertake  tiiie  task  when  Mling  to  their  lot,  with* 
oat  reluctance  :  still  we  shall  find  an  innocent  ignoranoe  and  imbecnli^,  and 
the  mechanical  operations  of  a  maHetial  organization  to  be  the  canae  pre- 
ceding the  firat  taint  of  moral  evil  in  Aem. 

Or  whatever  other  pre-extstent  scbeme  yon  adc^,  yet  you  most  alwayt 
iHow  the  creatures  to  have  been  good  and  apright  before  their  first  wilful 
miabebavionr,  whereby  they  worked  a  debasement  in  th«r  nature :  for  else 
yon  will  BScribe  their  defect  of  goodness  directly  to  the  oathor  of  their 
natnre.  But  during  their  state  of  goodness  and  opvightnesa,  it  would  be 
quite  out  of  character  to  mppose  them  doing  anything  coc^y,  dcUbenitdy, 
and  knowingly,  to  pot  thesnselves  oat  of  this  state :  diereibre  thej  must 
either  have  been  drawn  nnwittiiq^ty  into  so  immermon  ia  m^ter,  by  steps 
the  consequences  of  which  they  were  not  aware  o^  or  there  must  have 
beeli  some  pressing  deare  or  uueasinesa  raiaed  in  them  without  their  own 
agency,  rendering  present  gratiRcaticHi  and  eaae  more  satiiftctory,  than  tka 
practice  of  what  they  know  to  be  right. 
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But  IT  you  rqect  all  the  foregoing  hypotheses,  and  insiat  upon  cUIdrai 
being  bora  in  the  original  innocence  of  the  grandmother  Eve,  we  shall  still 
find  evil  introduced  among  them  by  the  same  process.  We  came  into 
the  world  little  different  from  Brutes,  without  idea  of  right  and  wrong, 
having  seaie  and  appetite  for  the  gnides  of  our  conduct,  and  justified  in 
following  them  becuise  destitute  of  any  other.  Reason  is  not  redconed  to 
open  until  seven  years  old :  bat  without  ascertaining  the  precise  time,  it  ia 
certainly  much  younger  than  desire,  which  having  gotten  the  start  in  growth 
becomes  too  vigorous  for  it  to  control.  So  that  when  reason  begins  to 
operate,  it  can  only  discover  what  is  right  without  raising  an  appetite  suffi' 
oent  to  make  us  pnrsne  it :  unless  by  good  management  of  parents,  or  good 
fbrtnne,  some  passion  or  desire  can  be  brought  to  assist  in  overpoweriiig 
the  rest.  And  if  any  one  denies  that  it  is  some  desire,  whose  rising  in  the 
mind  was  not  our  own  act,  which  prompts  us  in  every  fcilure  of  our  duty, 
let  him  produce  an  instance  whermn  any  man  refuses  to  do  what  in  his 
clear  judgment  he  discerns  to  be  right,  when  he  apprehends  nothing  dis- 
agreeable in  the  performance,  and  no  inclination  or  habit  leads  a  contrary 
way :  or  ever  shuts  his  eyes  against  reason,  without  a  previous  suspicion 
that  it  would  direct  him  to  something  he  does  not  like. 
'  13.  Thus  in  all  the  avenues  through  which  we  can  imagine  sin  to  enter 
junong  the  creatures,  we  find  it  introduced  by  a  provision  of  causes  made 
previously  to  its  entrance :  and  the  whole  progress  tracing  it  backwards, 
seems  to  have  been  as  follows.  Tilings  were  so  constitated  at  the  creation 
as  that  a  certain  quantity  of  suffering  Was  made  necessary  to  the  enjoyments 
of  the  perceptive  Beings  created.  Our  gracious  Governor,  on  forming  his 
universal  plan  of  Providence,  interspersed  the  requisite  mixture  of  suffering 
therein,  for  the  take  of  that  unspeakable  happiness  that  should  be  worked 
out  thereby :  yet  he  would  not  inflict  it  with  his  own  hand,  but  chose  rather 
BO  to  order  his  courses  of  nature  and  fortune,  as  that  it  ^oold  ensue  in  con- 
sequence of  wilful  misbehavionr  among  the  creatores.  Yet  neither  would 
he  impel  them  to  misbehave,  but  placed  them  in  such  circumstances  of  ig- 
norance and  imbecility  as  shonld  influence  them  by  the  urgency  of  motives 
to  choose  &eely  what  they  knew  to  be  wrong.  Nor  perhaps  were  this  ig- 
norance and  imbecility  broo^t  on  by  a  chain  of  necessary  causes,  but  he 
may  have  given  his  perfect  spirits  such  discernment  as  to  see  the  expedience 
of  driving  one  another  thereinto ;  or  undertaking  it  voluntarily  out  of  an 
eqnitable  disposition,  not  covetous  of  engrossing  the  whole  of  happiness  to 
themselves,  in  which  case  we  shaU  find  the  causes  of  moral  evil  derive  their 
origin  fi^>m  prudence  and  duty,  and  the  most  exalted  public  spirit. 

I  have  promised  to  build  nothiog  upon  hypothesis,  th«:d^ore  shall  not 
pursue  this  last  supposition  to  any  consequences  that  might  be  drawn  from 
it  as  from  a  certain  lact :  nevertheless,  I  may  employ  it  as  an  imaginary 
case  to  show  how  the  steps  conducting  to  moral  evU  might  be  taken  without 
imputation  of  nnhoUuees.  For  if  the  ^irits  while  in  the  perfect  state, 
involve  one  another  or  themselves,  in  a  dangerous  ignorance  and  imbecility 
whenever  equity  requires,  in  contemplation  of  the  mischiefs  to  be  incurred 
thereby  being  necessary  to  the  good  of  the  community,  we  cannot  nmk  this 
view  under  the  denomination  of  malice,  or  envy,  or  sensuality,  or  any  other 
kind  of  uuholiness.  In  like  manner,  should  we  suppose  the  imperfection 
brought  on  by  a  chain  of  necessary  causes,  deriving  from  the  first  disposi- 
tion of  Providence,  made  with  the  same  view,  neither  shall  we  thereby 
charge  the  Di^oser  of  events  with  unholioess. 

For  let  OB  take  the  points  in  the  line  of  this  view  severollv  in  order:    the 
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creBtnree  in  their  original  constitution,  were  madQ  capKble  of  an  im 
enjoyment ;  but  thie  enjoyment  was  not  worked  into  their  natures  as  a  pri- 
mary property,  it  was  to  be  the  effect  of  an  application  of  some  means  em- 
ployed to  excite  it  in  them.  This  happiness  then  we  most  regard  as  the 
ultimate  point  whereon  the  view  of  {Evidence  terminateB,  and  proceeds 
next  to  the  means  whereby  it  might  be  effected ;  but  a  certain  proportioa 
of  suffering  being  among  the  requisite  means,  if  the  plan  had  been  so  or- 
dered as  that  the  exact  measure  should  have  been  brought  on  by  necessary 
causes,  or  even  by  immediate  exertioDs  of  Omnipotence,  these  would  have 
been  acts  of  kindness  by  the  rule  laid  down  in  §  7 .  Where  then  a  the  dif- 
ference upon  suffering  being  made  punitory  instead  of  inevitable  ?  The 
weight  of  it  is  the  same  from  whatever  causes  arising,  or  through  whatever 
cfawnela  deriving;  and  it  is  this  weight  that  makes  wrong  doing  to  be 
what  it  is,  for  nothing  is  wrong  that  has  not  a  tendency  to  some  damage. 
Thus  moral  evil,  as  we  have  observed  in  a  former  place,  were  no  evil  if 
there  were  no  natural,  and  is  no  greater  than  the  mischieEs  whereof  it  may  be 
productive.  Where  then  the  mischiefs  produced  are  acte  of  kindness,  and 
constantly  consistent  with  perfect  goodness,  the  introduction  of  moral  evil 
necessary  to  produce  them  will  fall  under  the  same  denomination,  end  con- 
sequently be  consistent  with  perfect  holiness.  But  what  is  apt  to  scan- 
dalize us  upon  this  topic  is,  that  holiness  in  ourselves  being  a  moral  sense 
and  habit,  we  cannot  do  a  wrong  thing  knowingly,  even  for  the  sake  of 
some  signal  profit  to  accrue  therefrom,  without  making  a  breadt  into  the 
authori^  of  our  moral  sense  and  strength  of  our  habit,  thereby  losing  our 
holiness,  and  setting  an  example,  that  may  endanger  the  mischief  to  spread 
further  than  we  intended.  From  hence  we  conceive  the  like  of  God ;  and 
because  it  is  our  duty  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy,  we  suppose  holiness  the 
same  thing  in  him,  as  it  is  in  ua ;  whereas  we  should  consider  that  his  ho- 
liness is  not  an  effect  of  moral  tenses  or  habits,  preventing  the  growth  of  a 
depravity  which  can  never  take  root  in  him ;  but  a  branch  of  his  wisdom 
and  goodness,  discerning  and  inclining  him  to  the  things  most  benefidal  for 
his  creatuTeS'  llierefore  whenever  these  Attributes  point  to  moral  evil,  aa 
ultimately  productive  of  their  benefit,  he  can  make  provision  for  it  without 
departing  from  hia  holiness,  or  endangering  consequences  he  does  not  de- 
sign ;  for  he  sees  all  the  recesses  of  the  heart,  knows  all  the  springs  of  ac- 
tion, and  has  the  forming  and  mar^alling  of  all  causes  at  his  disposal : 
therefore  can  say  to  iniqui^  aa  he  does  to  the  sea.  Hitherto  shall  thy  proud 
waves  come,  but  no  fur^er ;  so  may  break  down  the  bounds  anywhere  to 
let  in  an  inundation,  without  hazard  of  its  spreading  ever  so  litue  further 
than  requisite  to  answer  his  gracious  purposes. 

14.  It  has  been  often  remarked,  upon  observation  of  the  course  of  events 
in  this  world,  that  crosses,  aSictions,  and  misfortunes,  turn  out  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  persons  falling  under  them,  or  of  others ;  and  that  good 
frequently  springs  on  from  evil  of  both  kinds.  Treatises  have  been  written 
to  diow  that  private  vices  are  public  benefits ;  and  though  they  have  justly 
given  offence,  by  the  subject  being  handled  in  auch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  an  encouragement  to  vice,  yet  the  fact  cannot  well  be  denied  by  an 
impartial  observer.  But  when  we  come  to  examine  how  vice  produces  any 
benefit,  we  shall  always  find  it  to  be  by  checking  or  counterbalancing  the 
effect  of  some  other  more  pemicions  vice :  so  it  must  make  work  for  itself, 
and  can  never  do  good  nntil  it  has  done  the  mischief,  which  by  a  contrary 
■pedes  of  depravitv  it  may  afterwards  rectify.     Thus  if  there  were  no  co- 
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vetoiunesB  there  wouU  need  no  extravagtuiM  :  if  there  were  no  careleMnew 
there  would  be  no  want  of  theft,  ^d  cheating,  to  keep  men  vigilant :  if 
they  had  not  pride  and  vanity,  there  would  be  no  aae  of  censoriooRDeu,  and 
calumny,  which  serve  to  mortify  them  ;  if  the  world  was  without  bigotry, 
4t  would  have  no  occftiion  for  free-thinking:  if  there  was  not  canting  and 
terrifying  in  Religion,  no  good  could  come  of  profane  awearing  or  scofling. 
And  the  like  may  be  said  m  loasei  and  miifbrtones,  whoee  benefit  is  only  to 
awaken  our  indolence  and  thoogbtlesaness,  to  cnrb  tome  presumption,  or 
rub  off  the  mst  that  had  gathered  upon  ns  by  long  ease  and  prosperity. 

Tho*  how  much  soever  particular  vices  may  prove  advantageous  as  mankind 
stands  circumstanced,  yet  vice  in  general  is  wholly  pernicious :  and  if  they 
could  once  get  entirely  clear  of  it,  they  would  never  want  its  help,  nor  any 
of  those  troubles,  pains,  diseases,  and  suuster  accidents,  whose  service  lies 
in  correcting  it.  Ilierefore  so  fitr  as  our  judgment  may  decide  in  the  matter, 
we  may  conclude  that  moral  and  physical  evil  upon  the  whole  contribute 
nothing  to  the  benefit  of  mankind,  but  our  condition  woold  be  mnch  better, 
were  both  of  them  totally  banished  from  among  us.  Nor  can  we  douht  the 
power  and  vriadom  of  God  to  have  exclnded  them  :  a  terrestrial  state  ex- 
empt from  them  both,  is  not  repugnant  to  our  ideas,  as  appears  from  the 
many  dcscrqitions  given  <^  a  paradise,  or  golden  age. 

But  the  infinite  goodness  c^  our  Almighty  Governor,  void  of  neither  love 
nor  mercy  to  any  of  his  worlu,  is  now  ouiversally  received  as  an  article  both 
of  orthodoz  and  philosophical  fiuth  :  we  have  endeavoured  to  confirm  it  in 
the  course  of  this  work  by  arguments  drawn  from  experience  and  observa- 
tion, and  to  show  that  it  woold  be  blaspheming  his  holy  name  to  suppose  his 
views  ever  terminsting  upon  evil.  Since  then  evil  is  admitted  into  that  part 
.  of  his  system  of  Providence  respecting  oorselves,  and  yet  does  not  terminate 
in  oar  benefit,  it  seems  necessarilv  to  follow,  that  there  is  a  connexion  of 
interest*  between  the  visible  woiid  and  the  invisible,  between  the  human 
qtedes  and  higher  orders  of  Beings :  so  that  all  the  troubles  of  this  life  and 
miseries  of  the  next,  incurred  by  wickedness  committed  here,  redound  to  the 
&r  greater  benefit  of  other  creatures,  for  else  they  would  have  been  pre- 
vented, or  remedied.  How  this  benefit  accrues  therefrom,  it  may  not  be 
possible  Ear  OS  to  explain,  but  tlmt  some  signal  benefit  does  accrue,  we  may 
be  convinced  by  the  foregoing  considerations. 

And  from  what  has  been  argued  in  former  Chapters  concerning  the  divine 
Equity,  it  follows,  that  whatever  tends  to  the  advantage  of  the  universe, 
tends  some  tiuM  or  other,  to  the  advantage  of  every  individual  contmnett 
iberriiL,  and  coaseqaently  of  the  safierer  bimsdf.  llius  if  all  sufiering  be  an 
evil  of  the  punitory  kind  with  respect  to  the  creatures,  it  is  all  of  ue  pru- 
dential witli  respect  to  their  Governor :  and  a  roeftsure  of  prudence  can 
never  be  deemed  r^ugnant  to  holiness.  So  that  when  we  ^ak  of  the 
formation  of  the  plan  of  Providence,  we  nwy  conclude  in  the  same  style  as 
Uoses  did  of  the  creation.  The  Lord  oomprised  therein  all  those  treasures 
of  bapjuness  whereof  his  perceptivs  creatnres  were  capable  :  and  he  inter- 
qtersed  so  mucfa  pain  uid  sufi^ing,  bat  not  a  jot  more,  as  was  necessary  to 
work  out  th&t  happiness :  and  he  admitted  such  stnams  of  moral  evil  u 
shoald  bring  an  Utat  pain  and  auOering,  confining  them  within  certain 
stated  hounds,  tlut  they  should  not  in  anywise  overflow  farther  than  be 
pHposed ;  ftnd  he  made  provision  of  cmeee  for  ignorance  and  imbecili^, 
JMst  sufficient  to  open  the  alaioea  of  tiiose  streants.  And  die  Lord  looked 
vfoa  the  whole  fbnn  of  the  plan  that  he  had  oontrived.  and  upon  every  line, 
and  spot,  and  point  thereof,  and  behold  it  was  very  good.     And  he  gav« 
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tpotioiv  to  hie  TDateria],  and  ideu  to  his  spiritaal  subctatices,  to  carry  on 
the  exact  snixessioii  of  events  he  bad  ordained.  And  the  Lord  rested  from 
his  worlc,  nntil  the  appointed  times  should  arrive,  according  to  the  vacaat 
spaces  left  porposely  in  bis  plw.  wherein  he  bad  before  determined  to  inter- 
pose with  his  own  hand  for  manifestation  of  his  power  wad  of  his  dominion 
to  his  intelligent  creatures. 

15.  By  phcing  things  in  this  light,  I  think  we  may  rsconcile  the  system 
of  Providence  tp  our  ideas  of  goodness  and  holiness :  the  whde  difficulty 
being  now  thrown  off  upon  the  original  constitution  of  substanceB,  whereby 
good  was  made  necessarily  dependent  upon  a  mixture  of  evil.  And  this  it 
is  BO  wonder  we  do  not  liuderstaiid,  bemg  a  work  of  creation,  whereof  we 
have  not  faculties  to  discern  anything  distinctly.  For  creation,  and  the 
first  estabiishment  of  the  nature  of  things  with  their  mntual  relations,  is  a 
pore  act,  having  nothing  prior  whereon  to  ground  the  measures  of  it.  But 
we  have  no  conception  of  a  pure  act  proceedutg  without  intdligeuce,  I  mean, 
inteJIigenee  such  in  kind  as  our  own,  that  is,  a  discernment  of  objects,  re- 
lations, and  truths,  already  eiiiting;  whereas  unless  we  will  give  into  the 
absurdity  of  two  First  Causes,  we  cannot  admit  any  objeota,  or  relations, 
or  truths  anbaiating  independently  on  the  Creator,  or  ptior  to  his  establish- 
ment of  them.  Therefore  we  must  take  the  primary  properties  of  substances, 
and  nature  of  things  as  we  find  them,  without  ending  onreelves  in  fhiit- 
less  inquiries  a^r  their  origin  :  and  may  rest  abQiidau%  satiBfied  with  the 
disposition  thereof  by  oar  allwise  Govemw,  whom  we  may  acknowledge, 
upon  the  forcgoingrepresentation  made  c^lusproviHons,  ordering^  things 
for  the  best,  to  be  infinitely  gracious,  beneficent,  and  holy. 

If  any  very  righteous  persons  shall  take  offence  atonr  J'i^ing  die  Causes 
Influencing  to  morul  evil  among  the  [Mvvisious  of  henven.  lat  him  remember 
that  the  like  is  done  more  directly  in  tfae  Sacred  Writings,  where  mention 
is  made  of  hardening  Pharaoh's  heart,  and  of  tempting  men  upon  other . 
occaaianB.  Add  to  this,  that. we  are  iustrueted  in  onr  daily  prayers  to 
petition  that  God  would  not  lead  w  into  teii^ttmtion,  which  im^ies  that  he 
sometimes  does :  for  it  wonld  be  an  absnrdityaBd  mockery  to  pray,  tliat  tite 
moon  and  stars  might  not  fall  upon  oar  heads,  that  the  ground  we  stand  oa 
might  not  lose  its  solidky  so  a«  to  let  us  drop  throagh  to  the  centre,  or  for 
averting  any  other  mischi^  whereof  there  is  not  some  haKord  that  it  might, 
befoll.  Bat  ar«  we  not  forbidden  to  say,  when  temptaCionB  assail  ns,  that 
we  are  tempted  of  God,  or  to  think  otherwise  than  that  we  are  drawn  aside' 
by  our  own  lusts  ?  And  is  it  not  repugnant  to  reason  and  natural  Rdigioa' 
to  imagine  biiq  the  author  of  sin,  or  approver  of  all  the  fdllies  and  wicked- 
oeiss  aboondipg  amon^  mankind  ?  Uust  not  such  &  notion  prove  subversive, 
of  all  morality,  and  mtrodnctive  of  a  genenil  licentioaMiese,  miamle,  and 
eonfijMon  ? 

This  I  never  meant  to  deny,  and  therefore  would  not  have  such  tbon^ts 
entertained  in  our  imagioatuui.  But  «e  have  shown  by  several  instances 
in  the  preceding  Chtipten,  that  imagiaMnn  is  too  gross  o*  too  scanty  to 
take  in  the  whole  cipde  of  objects  disccraifejbe  T>y  understanding :  that  it 
would  be  mischievoos  or  highly  inconvenias*,  tf  not  impractiowble,  to  con- 
ceive  of  some  thin^  in  all  particulars  wher^  we  may  know  tken  to  be 
true :  and  that  there  is  one  set  of  ideas  pn^ter  for  oont<S[i|ilaliana  of  the 
closet,  blit  another  very  different,  better  statvd  to  direct  as  in  our  ordinary 
eoodud.  I  abaJl  now  attempt  an  wawisation  nf  tlie  exotnio  dootrines  upon 
this  article,  which  we  may  conveniently  carry  abcnt  for  (rar  own  oommou  use. 


by  Google 


53  HOLINESS. 

and  may  commuDic&te  safely  to  all  coroera,  withoat  «o  much  haziurd  of  mis- 
leading, or  being  misappreheDded,  as  ve  might  have  been  liable  to,  in  the 
eth^TB. 

1 6.  An  muTertal  ProTidenoe,  extending  to  aH  minutest  events  happening 
throDghont  the  world,  la  by  much  too  large  an  idea  for  ns  to  contain :  we 
are  quickly  bewildered  in  that  infinite  variety  of  complicated  causes  con- 
carriog  to  almost  every  production,  and  lost  in  the  length  of  operations  suc- 
ceeding omt  aootlier  firem  the  beginning  of  every  chain,  thOTefore  content 
ourselves  with  contemplating  one,  or  a  few  near  causes  moat  material  for 
M  to  take  notice  of.  The  fell  of  Troy  is  commonly  ascribed  to  the  inveigle- 
ments of  Paris  and  elopement  of  Helen  ;  but  the  constitution  of  the  Grecian 
and  Trojan  states,  their  alliances,  their  military  discipline,  natural  strength 
and  prowess,  the  political  artifices  employed  to  bring  them  together,  and  in- 
nnmerable  other  causes,  were  concurring  to  complete  the  catastrophe.  Nor 
are  we  shorter  in  computing  the  multitude,  than  tracing  the  length  of  oar 
causes. 

Horace  tdames  the  poet  who  should  begin  the  TVojan  war  from  Leda's 
egg,  yet  it  must  be  owned  the  mother's  education  or  example,  the  effects  of 
whatever  amour  was  figured  by  the  celestial  swan,  and  former  precedents 
of  stealine  nw&y  ladies  from  foreign  countries,  might  be  the  prior  causes  of 
Helen's  iTinmiiwt  ^nd  the  condition  and  discipline  of  the  powers  en- 
gaged, deyaifci  ^M  (he  birth  and  breeding  given  to  the  combatants  by 
thetr  puatts  upon  IIk  vets  of  former  heroes  and  legislators,  upon  the  man- 
ner of  their  first  MtBontnta  in  colonies,  and  other  higher  sources,  which  it 
would  be  neither  'seedfbl  nor  practicable  for  ua  to  investigate. 

Nor  are  we  lesa  confined  in  our  prospect  of  eflects  t^n  of  causes  :  we 
ndEon  the  consequences  of  Helen's  infidelity  to  terminate  in  the  destruction 
<ii  Dium,  the  ruin  and  dispersion  of  its  inha^tants ;  but  what  further  efiects 
this  dispersion  h&d  upon  other  countries,  we  do  not  take  into  account  nor  can 
bUy  cellmate.  If  it  be  true  that  £neas  laid  the  first  foundations  of  the 
Roman  empire  from  whose  aahes  our  modem  kingdoms  are  sprung,  it  will 
appear  higUy  probable  that  our  own  condition  at  this  day  would  have  been 
very  difiimnt  from  what  it  is,  whether  better  or  worse  we  cannot  tell,  if 
Heiea  bad  been  more  discreet.  Thus  the  circle  of  our  vision  stands  cir- 
cumscribed on  all  sides ;  our  discernment  into  the  courses  of  events  has 
but  scanty  bounds  both  in  length  and  breadth ;  we  can  neither  count  the 
threads  wfaereof  they  are  eontuted,  nor  trace  them  to  the  b^inning,  or  to 
the  end. 

So  tbit  o«r  views  of  nature  are  like  the  map  of  an  inland  country,  where 
^m  see  riven  without  any  sources,  continually  disdiarging  their  waters 
without  a  sea  to  receive  them  ;  roads  that  yon  know  not  from  whence  they 
come,  nor  whither  they  conduct ;  mountains,  forests,  and  plains  cut  off  in 
the  middle  by  the  margmal  Hues  of  yonr  paper.  In  like  manner  we  are 
forced  to  divide  the  plan  of  Providence  into  manylittle^aM  proportionable 
to  the  scale  of  our  imagination  or  extent  of  our  discernment,  each  whereof 
we  contemplate  singly  at  a  time ;  taking  whatever  lies  at  tiie  top  of  them 
for  original  causes,  and  all  we  find  at  the  bottom  for  ultimate  ends.  For 
we  otmaider  properties  in  compound  bodies,  motions  in  the  elements,  in 
vegetable  and  animal  organizations,  without  thinking  of  the  sources  from 
which  dwy  derived ;  we  find  deeiguB  and  desires  rise  in  our  minds,  without 
knowing  from  whence  they  came :  and  we  r^ard  the  effect  these  things 
may  have  upon  out  well  or  til  being,  or  relative  to  our  uses,  without  diving 
into  further  consecuencet,  wherein  we  have  no  apparent  concent. 
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By  diis  means  oar  eyatem  becaHncs  replete  with  mnltitudes  of  ageata  aod 
powen,  iqipearing  to  na  as  original  Mmrces  of  events,  and  which  mvf  be 
ranged  under  tlu«e  general  claiaee.  Nature,  Chanoe,  and  FreewiU.  We 
acknowledge  indeed  £at  all  these  powen  lie  under  the  continnal  inspection 
and  control  of  our  sapreme  Govemw,  who  tnroB  them  by  the  secret  work- 
ings of  hia  Providence,  operating  in  a  manner  unaccountable  bj  ns,  to 
answer  such  purposes  as  in  his  wisdom  he  judges  proper.  Now  when  we 
come  to  inquire  what  these  purposes  must  be,  we  can  think  them  none  other 
than  such  aa  are  good,  and  graooos,  and  beneficent :  for  it  is  repugnant  to 
our  ideas  to  imagine  any  malice,  or  envy,  or  iniquity,  or  seneuali^,  or  other 
unholinesa  in  the  character  of  God,  or  that  his  views  ever  temunate  upon 
evil :  and  herein  we  coincide  with  the  esoteric  scheme.  But  1^  re^HDn  <if 
the  scantineas  of  onr  plan,  we  commonly  a|>prehend  his  views  to  tenninate 
where  our  own  do,  therefore  ascribe  whatever  we  can  discern  to  be  good, 
either  in  the  poeaesaion  or  the  conaequeacea,  to  his  providence ;  and  for  all 
else  we  do  not  want  aoorces  to  aaugn  it :  for  there  are  the  impiErfections  of 
nature,  the  rovings  of  chance,  the  follies  and  misbehaviour  of  mankind, 
to  accovnt  fcv  physical  evil ;  and  the  perveraeness  trf  freewill,  to  account  for 
moral. 

1 7.  Nevertheless,  all  nature  and  all  the  powers  of  nature  being  subject  to 
the  divine  power,  it  is  manifest  that  the  evils  worked  by  them  could  not  have 
be&Uen  against  the  divine  Will,  because  nothing  has  happened  which  that 
Will  mi^t  not  have  prevented,  therefore  we  say  they  were  permitted. 
And  this  is  enou^  to  give  them  progress,  for  there  being  Agents  and 
causes  everywhere  ready  at  hand  to  produce  evil,  there  needs  no  mOre  than 
permission  to  let  them  take  their  coorae,  without  making  provision  for  set- 
ting them  at  work.  So  the  office  of  ^vvidence  remains  only  to  work  out 
the  good,  and  reatrain  its  omtrary  widiin  due  boondaries.  If  it  be  said  that 
permitting  is  the  same,  thing  aa  causing  or  doing ;  for  he  that  sees  a  villain 
go  to  asaaasinate  a  person  whom  he  could  eaaily  save  but  will  not,  can  never 
eacape  the  imputation  of  murder :  whoever  urgea  this  objection,  must  be 
very  little  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  whose  naea  we 
are  now  soldy  to  consult.  For  though  in  our  speculative  moods  we  can 
scarce  find  a  difference  between  permission  and  action,  yet  they  iqtpear  ia 
very  different  colours  to  the  imagination. 

A  humane  benevident  man  mi^t  scruple  to  cut  off  a  1^,  to  hang  up  ■ 
malefoctor,  to  kiD  an  ox  or  eheep  himself,  yet  may  anfier  and  even  emjdoy 
the  surgeon,  the  executioner,  and  the  butdier  to  do  it :  and  when  we  read 
of  Morocco  emperora  patting  crimiuala  to  death  with  their  own  hand,  we 
alwaya  look  upon  it  as  a  mark  of  a  cruel,  savage,  and  vindictive  temper. 
It  ia  a  common  saying  that  yon  must  set  a  rogae  to  catch  a  rogue  ;  but  an 
honest  man  wonld  disdain  atjoping  to  those  base  and  treacherous  artifices 
employed  by  the  rogae  he  seta  to  betray  his  accomplice.  A  minister  having 
as  much  conscientiousness  aa  ambition,  might  scruple  in  his  own  person  to 
tempt  tbe  honest  but  weak  and  needy  servant  of  a  foreign  prince  to  betray 
his  masters  secrets :  yet  make  no  difficulty  to  send  his  emissaries,  tor  that 
purpose,  when  he  Gnda  it  necessary  for  the  interesta  and  preservation  of  hia 
own  country.  Were  he  to  do  the  former,  we  ahould  have  a  mean  and 
odious  opinion  of  him :  were  he  to  Ix^le  at  the  latter,  not  only  his  ill 
wishers  and  the  gramblera,  bat  the  more  candid  and  conuderate,  wonld 
condemn  him  as  over  scrupnloua,  narrow  minded,  and  insufficient  for  hia 

Since  then  we  find  so  spiking  a  difference  with  respect  to  the  moral  cha- 
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raeter  btfween  doing  and  pemittuig,  u  that  wo  mtj  wnaiwatiy  nfliet  a 
tfiijig  to  be  done  which  wcndd  fix  a  blenuBh  upon  na  to  do,  it  is  oonunetul^ 
able  to  preserve  the  mm*  diatinction  in  our  conoepbona  of  Proridence.  Far 
u  we  bare  observed  before,  die  inmdienta  in  oai  idea,  more  nptciallyoar 
exoteric  idea  of  God,  are  all  taken  mm  archetTpes  found  within  oaradvea : 
for  we  cannot  tee  him  aa  be  is,  nor  penetrate  into  the  cMence  of  tua  nature, 
therefore  ought  to  model  our  apprdienaioaa  acoording  to  our  best  notuna  of 
perfection  and  hoUneaa.  And  I  believe  anj  comiwm  man,  perh^w  anf  man 
whatflTer,  in  hia  ordinary  trains  of  thinking,  when  he  has  not  Idaure  to  ez* 
tend,  to  compare,  and  examine  hie  Ttdectiana  on  all  aides,  would  be  more 
ahocked  at  the  tfaonght  of  praviaion  bdng  porpoaely  made  far  the  aina  of 
men,  than  at  their  beug  permitted. 

18.  Not  that  the  general  ^>prebenaions  of  mankiiid  were  dwaya  of  tltia 
oast,  tor  the  Gentilee  often  beard  of  the  dtceita,  tiie  adulteries,  the  re- 
venges, the  murders,  practised  by  th^  Oods,  widunt  t>iinfciiig  the  worse 
of  ttiem ;  and  the  Jevra  were  bred  up  in  lodi  strong  peraoasiona  of  a 
llieDcracy,  directing  every  good  or  evil  that  befell  tlieir  natira,  stirring 
op  enemies  against  them,  sometunes  tempting  men  and  hardeung  their 
hearts,  that  thev  were  brought  by  education  and  custom  to  look  npon  \lieee 
things  as  not  meOmpotible  with  holiness.  And  whoever  will  careAilly 
examine  the  general  tenw  of  the  Scriptnra,  will  find  them  approe*^  nearer 
upon  thia  aitide  to  our  esoteric  than  to  the  modem  vnlgar  doctrine.  Hiere- 
f<»«  it  was  no  improper  instmctioD  for  them  to  pray.  Lead  ns  not  into 
temptation,  Tltia  our  eipositwe  in  general  now  interpret.  Ward  off  thoae 
temptations  that  would  be  thrown  npon  m  by  other  Agents. 

Nor  are  there  instances  wanting  dsewfaire  of  their  »niiiming  other  ideas 
to  the  text  tl»n  did  originally  rad  natvrdly  belong  to  it :  so  tliat  it  scema 
easier  fi>r  them  to  justify,  tbae  deny  the  &et.  For  they  axf  rert  their 
justification  topon  ^e  flindamental  principle  even  of  their  adveraariea,  to 
nit,  npon  the  nnture  of  tliingQ :  for  wfaat  things  are  of  nearer  concern  to 
us,  than  our  own  apprehensions,  the  make  and  oaat  of  onr  imagination  ?  co' 
what  natoK  more  inenmbent  npon  lu  to  itndy,  tfaan  our  own  1  Bat  custom 
being  a  aecXntA  nature,  the  variations  worked  Uierc^  ainit  be  regarded  is 
forming  a  practical  doctrine.  It  is  the  businesB  of  a  phyncian  to  atndy  nn- 
tnre,  nor  does  he  depart  &om  his  rule  when  he  varies  his  mediodi  acoordiag 
to  the  temperature  and  coMtit*tioH  of  his  patients ;  whan  be  recommend 
exereiaein  a  palsy  era  lethargy,  bat  reat  and  ecnposnra  in  atetv;  when 
he  prepciftea  copioua  pUebobM^  to  tbe  FWnchmnn,  but  nwtc  s}Miingly  to 
the  Spaniard  or  the  En|^i^.  In  like  manntr  a  phyaioiaii  of  scmla  foUowa 
nature  by  instilling;  aentiraents  adapted  to  times  and  circnnuliacea,  nnd  ex- 
plaining  dnae  whidi  were  ealutsffy  oi^y  to  the  «ncient  Jew  or  Gentile,  in 
•ucb  nmnnO'  tts  nay  tiring  tbem  aait^le  to  modem  digestion. 

Par  my  part,  t  mMt  tonfess  I  could  never  prefer  that  petition  in  the 
strict  literal  sense  Iritfa  any  devotion,  tfaerefbre  am  forced  to  take  the  com- 
ment for  imy  private  use.  Nor  is  it  in  saattm  of  Rdigion  alone  that  I 
find  it  impr«cticnble  to  make  apprebensioB  keep  pace  with  knowledge :  fat 
in  my  comtnon  scenes  of  bosinees  or  diversion,  I  cannot  conceive  the  atead- 
hat  ^roWftd  I  staa»l  npon,  to  rash  forward  inceeaantly  nine  hundred  uilea 
m  a  minute;  nor  tbe  minBcot  ifcelvea  eapporting  my  heavy  folioa,  to  «ak< 
tain  above  forty  times  more  of  empty  pore  ttmn  solid  subetanoe  (  nor  the 
yielding  air  to  press  npon  my  flesh  intb  many  tons'  vreight  witinnt  my 
feeliOK  iti  nor  the  compacteet  bodies  I  see  or  handle,  to  be  made  of  litUa 
pMrtides  smaller  Asn  the  &ieit  dest  raised  by  a  chariot  wfacd,  faoUen 
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Hiiu  the  modeni  exposition  standa  founded  upon  reuoa  and  tlie  natare  of 
thing*,  nor  can  it  jnatly  be  charged  as  a  prerarication  and  departure  from 
authority ;  for  we  an  toU  that  our  inetractor  preached  to  the  poor,  that 
is,  the  vulgar  of  hia  own  timea :  tbnefore  It  ia  no  profane  or  improbable 
preaDiaption  to  tappoae,  tiiat  had  he  been  to  cotne  in  our  days  and  preach 
to  the  poor  now  living,  be  would  have  altered  hie  form  from  Lead,  into 
Protect  UB  againit  temptatioiH,  or  perhaps  Permit  them  not  to  fall  npon  ua. 

19.  But  our  ideas  of  goodness  and  hoUneaa  will  not  allow  os  to  think 
anything  pennitted  tfamogh  oversight,  nor  aniese  with  a  view  of  some 
grncions  pnrpoae  beyond :  for  it  is  no  nneommon  tiling  for  Providence  to 
bring  forth  good  ont  of  eri),  and  when  w«  can  diaeem  this,  it  givee  na  4 
fuller  display  of  the  divine  wisdom  mad  fatherly  care  than  we  ahould  other- 
wise have  had.  As  for  troubles  and  nusfortnnee,  we  often  find  reason  to 
be  thankful  for  their  having  fallea  npon  na:  a  painful  disease  or  dangeroos 
accident  has  brought  many  a  bevdles*  crestuFe  to  seriouaneBB  and  consi- 
deration :  and  the  foondations  of  pmdenoa  are  generally  Uid  in  disappoint- 
ment, for  it  is  this  that  pnta  ns  upon  exerting  onr  sagacity  and  industry  in 
taking  better  measures  for  the  futare.  Even  our  pleasures  spring  in  great 
measure  frem  evil,  for  they  consist  diiefly  in  action  and  employment,  and 
moat  of  the  bnsiaeaa  of  life  lies  in  providing  for  the  wants  and  necessities 
of  nature,  or  securing  onraelves  against  inconvenienoea  that  have  proved 
irkaome  to  ne :  bo  that  if  then  were  no  danger  of  mischief  that  might 
hurt  or  incommode  M,  onr  time  wovld  pua  insipid  Am-  want  of  something 
to  do. 

The  pleasorea  of  indolence  and  mdolgence  of  our  hnmonra,  however 
delightfiil  at  fint,  aro  not  of  a  nature  to  last  kng :  dter^ore  thoee  who 
place  their  depmdeoee  npon  them  qui<Uy  find  them  end  in  disgust  and 
loathing,  if  they  have  not  aomething  from  time  to  dme  to  mffle  the  calm, 
and  give  a  qmdcness  to  their  languid  desires ;  a  novdty  to  objects  they 
bad  beei  satiated  with.  And  for  aacji  as  have  long  aohemee  of  distant  ad- 
vantage in  pursnit,  they  could  not  famish  out  the  foU  career,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  rnfae  and  difienhiea  intervening  in  the  way.  Nor  do  labour  aoA 
uneaHnees  wnat  efficacy  to  enate  pleasure,  bf  raakiag  the  very  deliverance 
from  them  an  enjoyment :  sickaeia  renders  faddth  mora  ddi^tfnl ;  crosses 
and  sqoabblee  give  a  double  relish  to  peace  and  qaiet,  and  be  that  should 
never  know  a  trouble  eoaild  scarce  be  said  to  know  the  value  of  ease.  For 
we  judge  al  thing*  by  oomparisoo,  and  never  feel  the  h^jfrinesa  of  onr 
condition  ao  tessibly  aa  when  reflecting  upon  a  worse,  eqiedaBy  ene  that 
we  have  experienced  ourselves. 

The  yinryigfii  we  ran  onrsdves  into  by  ftdly  and  ignwance  give  birth 
to  our  philosophy  -.  for  who  would  take  pains  to  hont  after  de^er  know- 
ledge, if  the  superficial  notices  of  cosMnon  sense  were  sufficient  to  secure 
him  agaiMt  every  danger  he  ^ipidtesided  ?  Our  eonnaon  topics  of  titanks- 
giving  are  either  ttie  deKveruce  from  troubte  we  bsve  laboured  under 
oarsdvBs,  or  nurforlnnes  we  have  seen  fidl  upon  others:  onr  snblimeat 
viituea  c^  benevolence  and  jAttj  spring  from  our  vexations  and  dislikes : 
while  in  yonlh,  health,  and  plenty,  men  cao  find  the  sourcea  of  gratifica- 
tion mthiu  their  own  ftmd,  so  are  apt  to  think  of  themselves  alone  and 
their  own  [deamres  without  r^ard  to  other  people,  or  to  the  giver  of  all 
their  Uescings ;  but  when  distreMes  fdl  upon  them  from  which  they  cannot 
extricate  thcKiselves,  Uiey  can  then  sec  tfae  need  of  anlHtaaee  and  under- 
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rntasri  the  experience  of  mutual  good  will  uid  good  offices,  and  when  all 
hnwan  Ii^  feiU,  they  then  begin  to  think  of  seekiiig  it  elsewhere.  It  ia 
■  oomoMNi  obeerratiou,  that  nnintermpted  proaperitj  makes  men  forgetful 
of  God  and  their  future  state ;  the  tronbles,  the  dangers,  and  shortness  of 
contbaance  ia  this  world  are  what  puts  them  upon  looking  towards 
ftnotber :  for  he  that  is  secnre  and  satiafied  in  his  present  condition  has 
Lttle  inducement  to  endeavour  attaining  a  better ;  nor  perhaps  are  there 
any  who  wish  to  be  in  heaven  until  they  can  stay  no  longer  here,  or  until 
reduced  to  a  situation  wherein  they  can  find  no  pleasure  in  life. 

20.  Neither  is  moral  evil  incapable  of  being  made  to  yield  excellent 
fruits :  the  fbnlnees  and  fatal  cooseqaencea  of  one  man's  wickedness  may 
serve  as  a  warning  to  thousands  to  beware  of  the  steps  leading  into  the 
like,  and  his  indulgence  of  a  vidous  appetite  sometimes  proves  the  means 
of  eradicating  it.  For  while  there  are  restrictions  keeping  vice  within 
bounds,  it  cannot  do  its  worst:  bat  when  permitted  to  take  its  fiill  swmg, 
it  hurries  into  mischiefs  that  make  its  pemicioiu  quality  palpably  manifest, 
and  work  a  reformation.  So  that  it  may  be  sud  of  some,  they  would  not 
be  so  good  as  they  are,  if  they  had  been  restrained  ftom  being  so  had  as 
they  were. 

Beaidee  that  vices  curb  and  correct  one  another ;  for  being  exb«mee, 
their  contrary  attractionB  serve  as  a  balance  to  keep  them  from  deviating 
too  hi  out  of  the  middle  way.  The  covetous  and  extravagant  would  be 
more  so  but  for  each  other's  company ;  pride  and  vanity  rouse  up  laziness, 
and  are  themselves  restrained  by  the  trouble  there  is  in  snpportiiig  them. 
Ambition  supplies  the  place  of  pubhc  spirit ;  emulation  that  of  honour ; 
resentment  or  insenaibility  stand  in  the  room  of  courage ;  and  a  servile 
comjdiance  with  fashions  performa  the  office  of  decency  and  good  nature. 
How  many  industrious  poor  find  employment  in  eadafyin^  the  needleaa 
wants  of  the  rich  7  How  much  of  the  public  revenues  arise  from  the  fol- 
lies and  luxuries  of  mankind }  And  how  mnch  of  tbe  public  aervices  is 
performed  by  an  immoderate  thirst  of  gain  or  applause,  or  by  an  averaeness 
to  labour  and  an  im^itdarity  of  conduct,  driving  men  into  perilous  pro- 
fessions? 

All  which  things  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  that  can  pro- 
dnce  order  out  of  confusion,  the  fruits  of  a  most  consummate  prudence  out 
of  self-interest,  thoughtlessness,  and  inordinate  passions.  For  when  we  re- 
fiect  how  many  thousands  there  are  who  would  cut  any  man's  throat  tot 
half-a-crown,  how  many  of  the  scum  of  our  people  have  been  employed 
in  protecting  na  against  foreign  enemies,  how  much  power  is  sometimes 
vested  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  care  for  nothing  but  themselves ;  it 
seema  a  miracle  that  there  should  be  any  auch  thing  as  law,  or  govern' 
ment,  or  property  in  the  world ;  much  more  that  we  should  live  in  that 
peace,  and  plenty,  and  security,  which  vre  enjoy. 

Nor  are  instances  wanting  both  in  aacred  and  pro&ne  history,  of  signal 
benefits  made  to  grow  out  of  an  evil  root ;  the  hardness  of  Pharaoh  gave 
room  for  the  divine  power  and  glory  to  display  themselves :  the  malice  of 
the  Jews  and  treachery  of  Judas  were  instrumental  to  the  redemption:  the 
granny  and  greediness  of  an  Engibb  monarch,  together  with  the  scandalous 
lives  of  the  priesthood,  brought  about  our  deliverance  from  the  greater 
tjranny  and  corruption  of  Popery:  the  unreasonable  lengths  of  Cromwell's 
party  instructed  our  forefathers  at  the  revolution  how  to  frame  the  consti- 
tution upon  a  solid  and  equitable  footing :  the  extravagances  of  methodism 
and  licentiousneai  of  &ee-tlunking  help  to  purify  Religion  fnmi  the  dnxa 
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of  oppocite  kinde.  by  patting  our  learned  men  upon  itndyii^  tlw  me  of 
humaD  UDderatanding  without  abasing  it,  and  guard  against  the  two  ipe- 
cJooB  but  dangerDOi  errora  o(  being  righteooH  ovemiDch,  and  wise  over* 
modi ;  or  perhaps  preventing  themselves  from  advancmg  hastily  things  that 
woold  not  stand  the  scratiny,  or  laying  greater  stress  upon  orthodoxy  and 
externals  than  apon  a  rational  and  ns^i]  tenor  of  condact. 

Neither  can  we  well  imagine  virtue  itself  to  nibsist  without  some  devia- 
tions from  it ;  for  if  we  were  nevOT  permitted  to  do  wrong,  we  could  not 
choose  but  to  do  right ;  and  where  there  is  no  choice,  there  is  no  merit,  or 
commendation,  or  reward.  Were  temptations  never  to  assault  ob,  we  need 
take  no  thought  of  our  conduct;  and  were  they  not  sometimes  to  overcome 
us,  we  should  have  no  indtement  to  diligence  and  watchfuloess,  nor  to 
fortify  ourselves  with  those  good  porposes  and  habits  that  conduct  to  our 
bappineea:  for  it  is  the  frequent  struggling  with  an  adversary  and  being 
Bometimea  foiled  by  him,  tlut  whets  our  sagacity,  ezerciBee  onr  strength, 
and  adds  sturdiness  to  our  resolution. 

21.  Therefore  since  offences  must  needs  come,  because  they  g^ve  oemg 
and  vigour  to  virtue,  because  they  terminate  in  nuschiefo  that  serve  as  a 
necessary  example  and  warning  to  keep  the  world  in  order,  because  they  are 
made  instrumental  to  gracious  purposes  which  would  have  been  frustrated 
without  them :  we  cannot  find  anything  to  disturb  us  in  the  thought  of  their 
being  permitted.  Nay,  if  we  consider  the  matter  &irly,  we  must  acknow- 
ledge the  permiaeion  of  them  an  act  of  mercy  and  kindness:  for  if  the  evils  they 
produce  be  necessary,  they  must  have  fallen  heavier  by  being  brought  on 
any  other  way.  Had  diseases  conaequ^it  upon  debauchery  uid  lewdness 
been  made  inevitable,  they  would  have  ^ven  us  a  more  unfavourable  idea 
of  Providence,  than  being  placed  in  every  man's  power  by  care  and  sobriety 
to  avoid  them :  or  had  tfaey  been  enjoined  as  a  command,  how  hardly 
ehoold  we  have  thought  of  om:  Governor  as  of  a  moat  severe  and  cruel 


But  permission  being  given  for  vicious  indinalionB  to  captivate  the  will 
and  darken  the  nndertfanding,  the  drunkard  qoaffs  his  liquor  in  jollity  and 
merriment,  witbont  thought  of  the  indigestions,  the  gout,  the  joint-racking 
rheums  that  will  ensue ;  and  when  the  physician  has  set  him  up  in  tolerable 
order  .again,  he  sings  Hang  smtow,  cast  away  care,  and  retoma  to  his 
<dd  way  with  full  enjoyment ;  for  he  bas  no  foreboding  of  the  consequences, 
nor  sees  the  destruction  lurking  at  the  bottom  of  the  bowl.  So  the  bat- 
tered rake,  if  nature  or  medicine  can  restore  him  to  a  little  ability,  squan- 
ders it  all  away  again  without  reluctance,  until  he  has  exhausted  alt  his 
health  and  fixed  incurable  rottenness  in  all  his  bonea.  It  is  true  they  both 
pay  dearly  for  their  pleasures ;  bat  then  they  enjoy  them  while  they  can. 
without  being  emtnttered  vrith  any  dread  or  anxiety  at  what  may  happen 
afterwards;  and  when  their  eicmdating  pains  come  upon  them,  they  feel 
DO  more  than  the  present  smart,  vnthout  doubling  it  by  the  regret  of 
having  done  that  which  brought  it  upon  them.  Whereas  if  the  miseries 
tfaey  endure  be  necessary  for  some  s^vices  to  mankind  in  general,  they 
must  fall  somewhere ;  but  were  they  assigned  to  the  sober  provident  man, 
looking  always  forward  upon  the  present  moment,  who  should  be  oUiged 
to  take  the  measures  knowingly  for  bringing  them  upon  himself,  bow  much 
sorer  wonld  they  press  upon  him  without  any  mixture  even  .of  a  tranuent 
pleasure  ?  With  what  reluctance  would  he  swaUow  the  poisonous  draught  ? 
How  grievously  would  he  nauseate  the  repetition  of  what  he  had  suffered 
by  severely  ?  with  what  horror  would  he  enter  upon  other  debaucheries 
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that  lead  to  colain  wretcfaednem  and  tormentB?  And  when  the  fstal 
coasequences  came  on,  haw  would  hs  be  apt  to  doable  their  prewnre  by 
fretting  and  repining  at  k  hard  a  aervice  being  imposed  npon  him  ?  Have 
we  not  then  reaaon  to  be  thankful  that  those  are  permitted  to  make  them- 
eelves  examples  of  anflehng  whose  Tioiona  inclinations  prompt  them  to 
undertake  it  willingly,  rather  than  haTe  it  forced  upon  ourselves,  to  whom 
it  wonld  prove  a  &mal  scene  in  the  prospect,  an  intolerable  burden  in  the 
endarance. 

22.  Thna  we  may  sometimes  see  faow  good  springs  ont  of  evil,  and 
though  we  cannot  see  it  in  moat  cases,  yet  we  may  safely  eondnde  Irom 
the  diameter  of  our  heavenly  Father,  that  not  a  single  misfbrtone  or  mia- 
behavioar  is  permitted  whidi  does  not  produce  some  greater  good  although 
to  ua  unknown.  Bat  oar  ignorance  of  the  benefit  need  not  invalidate  our 
condusion,  for  we  may  be  eenaible  the  chart  of  oar  imagination  ie  de- 
fective and  scanty ;  and  as  a  man  tracing  a  river  m  hia  map  doee  not, 
suppose  it  to  have  neither  source  nor  disdiarge,  because  he  aees  none  within 
the  tract  exhibited ;  so  we,  when  contemplating  t&e  coorsea  of  events,  may 
conceive  tiiere  are  higher  causes  and  lower  enda  than  those  lying  within 
onr  proepect.  Nevetthdeaa,  we  can  hardly  extend  our  thoa^ts  further 
than  the  interests  of  mankind,  therefore  anppose  the  evils  dmnnding  upon 
earth  tend  by  some  secret  way  or  other  to  tiie  good  order  and  faappineas  of 
this  worid,  or  to  exercise  and  prepare  men  for  a  better. 

As  for  the  enferinge  of  the  next  life,  we  know  the  dread  of  them  ia 
necessary  to  restrain  enormities  that  could  not  be  dlscovcnd  nor  [mniabed 
here  i  yet  npon  the  doctrine  of  the  straight  gate,  the  benefit  redounding  to 
the  few  righteous  passing  tbroogfa  it  can  scsrce  be  imagined  a  good  at  all 
adequate  to  compensate  for  the  extremitiee  of  torment,  whereinto  multitodea 
are  hurried  by  the  brood  way ;  neither  need  we  suppose  them  infiicted  io 
detestation  and  resentment.  For  though  tiie  wicked  have  Bvod  in  enmity 
against  God,  yet  he  who  has  shown  as,  as  well  by  the  Sunshine  of  hjis 
Gospel,  as  by  his  candle  (tf  reaaon,  that  we  ought  to  love  our  enemiea,  and 
forgive  injuries,  unlees  where  it  is  necessary  for  onr  own  security  or  the 
puUic  good  to  animadvert  upon  dtem,  cannot  fail  of  loving  even  his  ene< 
miea,  and  b«ug  willing  to  extend  hismercy  to  the  greatest  of  einners,  were 
not  their  punishment  necessary.  But  ectemal  necessity  of  etnDpulwMi 
there  can  be  none  vpoa  him,  nor  can  we  deny  that  if  there  were  Doneodtcr 
way,  if  he  were  not  (Ude  to  raise  op  children  aato  Abraham  of  the  moat 
obdurate  etoate,  yet  he  migbt  rdieve  dteni  by  annihilation :  therefore  that 
he  does  forbear  this  relief,  must  be  owing  to  their  anfieiing  being  a  necea- 
sary  ground  whereout  to  work  some  i*T  greater  good.  But  the  good  can 
be  none  to  himsdf,  for  he  reaps  no  advant^e  mnn  whatever  befalls  hia 
creatures :  whmoe  follows,  that  it  mart  redound  aomewhere,  thon^  we 
cannot  tell  how  nor  where,  among  them :  and  the  anivetae  npon  the  wbola 
containa  modi  greaiter  hMppineaa  for  this  worst  of  evils,  and  the  wicked 
conrsee  leading  thereinto  bemg  pennitted,  than.if  they  had  been  prevented. 

Yet  thoogh  we  nuy  ttiaa  i^on  oocaaioa  extend  onr  imagination  a  litda 
beyond  its  ordinary  limita  with  respect  to  conseqaencea,  we  cannot  do  tiw 
Kke  with  icqMCt  to  causes :  for  they  lie  ao  compUnted  in  intricate  lengths. 
du>t  we  cannot  wdl  tnoe  them  ftrwr  than  ^  dejnavity  of  fireewill,  wfaidi 
we  most  aea^  fbr  tte  souiceofdl  Ae  wiokedneaa  prevailing  or  tbt  would 
prevd,  if  Pnmdence  did  ikA  coBtiDnally  watdt  over  its  motions,  and  deter- 
mine which  rf  them  it  were  proper  to  permit,  and  which  to  restrain. 

23.  Having  thus  hid  out  the  soeDe<rf  our  iosaginatioB  in  the  manner  moat 
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eohabk  ta  iu  dlmnuioiu,  we  can  find  no  room  to  saspect  God  the  aathor 
of  MB  [  for  bue  peraiMlMi  no  more  tnftkea  bim  snch,  tfaaa  a  magiatrBte  li- 
odumg  a  bode  to  be  printed  makfls  him  antlwr  of  Ihe  oompontjon,  or  chai^ies 
him  wilfa  idl  Oka  MMm  and  kbtnrdities  that  may  b«  (xnitiuaed  in  it.  Nei- 
Ihtr  oU  we  My  we  arc  tanpted  of  God,  bat  diat  we  are  drawn  aside  and 
tempted  by  our  own  lute  i  for  they  bein^  always  ready  to  lead  ne  astray,  he 
faM  no  oMBBion  to  tmpt  ua  into  the  evile  necessary  for  bringing^  forth  his 
gradooi  paipaaea,  beeanee  we  cfaall  pniduoe  enow  of  ooraelvee,  and  his  woifc 
nmiina  only  lb  raatrain  ui  from  tbow  that  Wonld  have  been  euperfiDooa. 
Nor  yat  nan  we  ptatend  that  his  permiBOon  anthorieed  tm  in  the  wickedness 
we  have  ootainittBd :  for  had  we  forborne,  there  would  not  have  wanted 
other  BhAcn  to  have  oompleted  the  reqaiaite  meaenre  of  iniquity ;  so  that 
what  we  have  done  waa  done  needleaely,  and  not  nnder  his  anthority.  No 
mere  can  w«  daeU  htn  tite  approver  o(  oar  evil  deeds,  for  wete  he  so,  he 
would  give  thain  foil  scope,  even  where  there  were  do  good  to  be  ^odnced 
out  oftbeuac  bat  we  aee  he  has  diaooonged  them  by  the  mischiefs  and  pa* 
■iahuente  conaeqaent  anOB  them,  by  the  moral  aenaea  and  faculty  of  reason 
he  has  given  as  ;  tbcrabre  we  mast  look  npon  them  aa  odiona  and  deteet- 
aUe  in  his  algfat,  notwithstanding  faia  pamtttng  them  aomctimes.  As 
a  man  may  EtSer  a  [Mactioe  he  detests,  when  the  preventing  it  woold  be  at- 
tended with  worse  inconvenienoes,  or  swallow  a  medecine  he  nauseates  for 
ttit  re-eatablishment  of  Iw  bealtfa,  or  give  it  to  Ins  oUldren  for  die  like  aa- 
latary  pbrpose. 

Hence  it  appears  that  he  has  established  an  essential  difference  in  actions, 
KMoe  being  madenatmidly  prodactiveof  enjoyment,  others  of  suffering:  and 
if  he  pamitB  aorae  of  tbe  latter  to  take  place,  tt  is  not  that  he  has  altered 
their  natnre,  bnt  because  he  purpoaet  to  work  o*at  a  greater  good  from  the 
misefaieii  tliey  engender.  As  wb«i  a  mm  andert^ea  some  very  laborious 
task,  ilia  wit  that  he  ues  anything  to  like  in  the  tatigue,  bat  for  the  sake  of 
grsMer  advantage  bs  expects  to  work  ont  thereby.  Nor  does  this  contradict 
what  WW  said  beforot  that  when  the  Lord  looked  apon  all  the  lines  in  his 
pbB  of  ftovidence,  behold  Aey  wore  very  good ;  for  aa  dark  and  rugged 
nad  dcfonaed  objects  may  become  beaotifol  in  composition,  by  setting  off 
the  hrf^tar  figures  (tf  a  picture,  eo  what  is  evil  and  mieehievoBs  may  be- 
oome  good  In  a  plan,  whore  tiie  more  peifeot  parts  most  fidl  to  pieces 
withoatk. 

34.  N«t)uag  we  do  can  in  the  kast  either  increase  or  diminish  the  hap- 
pitKasf^God,  either  give  trim  }oy  or  vexation,  no  not  for  a  moment :  tbere- 
fon  in  |diilfiB<^ical  strietneaa  tlMre  is  nothing  either  pleasbg  or  displeasing 
to  liira  ;  but  we  take  our  ideas  from  our  traosacticns  among  one  another. 
Men  an  fndaced  to  io  Icindneea  by  pleanng  them,  and  tike  conttary  npon 
being  diaplsfeted ;  therrfore,  aocvrding  to  the  ictnra  we  receive  at  their 
hands,  we  JuAgatheia  pleased  or  di^bssed  widi  what  we  have  done :  and 
tiris  jadgmeat  we  have  ao  freqacat  occasion  to  pose  that  it  becomes  habitual, 
and  we  oaxoot  dii^c^  the  idea  of  pleamre  in  the  Agent  from  die  acta  ot 
kiadaesa  ortfaMily  eoaaeqaent  lliereapon.  Hence  we  fall  unavoidably  into 
the  aarae  apprehensiona  with  respect  to  God,  of  whom  we  can  neidier  diink 
norapOllt.otherwiBetiuaaa  beiog  leased  or  dtsplcBsedwitii  actions  accord- 
ing to  the  jMnaBr  of  Ids  treating  them.  Binoe  then  we  know  that  some 
kindl  of  hehaviou-ue  tifanalnn  ta  engage  his  boandfol  favoor  towards  ns, 
athersto  draw  dmm  tmvengeaaoe  npon  ns,  we  nmyjostly  style  (itefbmieT 
pIsBsiag  and  agreoable,  tlic  latt«-  diepleanng  and  odious  in  his  sight,  be- 
caaae  uelikefcQow  fhna  cither,  aa  would  lutve  been  brought  upon  us  by  a 


by  Google 


60  HOLINESS. 

man  in  whoee  power  we  were,  upon  being  pleued  or  displeaaed.  To  attempt 
to  stTutinize  how  God  biDuelf  stands  afieMed,  would  be  an  idle  and  useless 
as  well  as  pre«amptiioiu  speculation ;  for  his  treatment  of  us  being  the  only 
thing  that  concerns  us  to  ki]ow,  ought  to  denominate  the  quality  of  our  ac- 
tions :  and  on  this  respect  we  shall  find  an  essential  difference  between  them, 
K>me  having  a  natural  tendency  directly  opposite  to  that  of  others. 

God  has  implanted  the  deure  of  happiness  or  enjoyment  in  onr  natures  to 
be  the  constant  spring  of  our  action :  appetite  first  directs  to  the  means  4^ 
enjoyment,  and  this  is  our  proper  guide  so  long  as  we  have  none  other  to 
foUow.  When  reason  opens,  it  discovers  the  errors  of  appetite,  and  points 
to  a  distant  good  lying  beyond  that  of  present  gratification ;  this  then  we  are 
to  follow  as  most  beneficml  to  our  intereita :  yet  appetite  bUU  deserves  onr 
regard  in  such  of  her  calls  as  reason  declares  innocent,  for  present  gratifica- 
tion is  a  benefit  whenever  not  attended  with  future  inconvenience.  Bnl  our 
reason  proves  dark,  narrow,  and  defective ;  therefore  it  behoves  ns  to  avail 
onrsdves  of  the  onited  reason  and  experience  of  other  persona  among  whom 
we  converse,  or  of  those  that  have  gone  befiire  us :  so  the  rales  they  have 
formed  are  onr  further  direction  in  matters  whereof  we  cannot  fully  judge 
of  the  expedience,  and  onr  habitual  attachment  as  well  to  rules  we  have 
stricken  oat  ourselves,  aa  to  those  received  from  good  aatliority,  generate 
the  moral  senses. 

Of  rules  some  are  calculated  vpon  observation  of  the  things  about  us  re- 
lative to  the  uses,  accoraroodations,  and  enjoyments  of  life ;  these  we  style 
prudantial.  Othen  are  drawn  from  the  idea  of  Providence  or  general  go- 
vernment of  afiairs  throughout  the  world ;  and  these  point  ont  to  us  what 
is  pleasing  and  displeasing  to  God,  that  is,  what  things  he  has  appointed  in 
his  disposition  of  causes  to  bring  good  or  evil  npou  us,  though  we  do  not 
clearly  understand  in  what  manner  or  by  what  media  they  produce  them. 
From  theae  last  arise  our  hi^est  moral  sense  or  spirit  of  Religion,  whose 
notices,  where  it  is  pure  and  genuine,  deserve  onr  strictest  attention  and 
fullest  obedience,  as  being  our  surest  indication  and  evidence  of  a  conduct 
most  beneficial  to  ourselTea :  end  this  natural  tendraicy  of  these  rules,  though 
perhaps  not  particularly  discernible  by  ns,  is  the  real  foundation  whereon 
they  stand.  Nor  is  the  case  different  if  there  be  any  given  extraordinarily, 
by  other  means  than  human  reason  or  observation,  for  God  wants  nothing 
of  u«i,  BO  can  enjoin  us  nottiing  but  for  onr  benefit :  therefore  his  commands 
may  at  the  same  time  be  considered  as  advices  of  one  who  perfectly  knows 
the  natnre  of  all  his  works,  their  mutual  relations  or  dependencies,  and  what 
dispositions  of  mind  or  coanet  of  behaviour  will  lead  to  our  greatest  ad- 
vantage. 

Thus  we  see  the  aim  whereto  all  our  guidances  conduct  ns,  whether  rule, 
or  reason,  or  appetite,  is  none  other  than  our  good,  and  we  have  no  cause 
to  esteem  anything  good  unless  recommended  as  such  by  one  of  those  ways : 
so  that  it  wonld  be  absurd  and  nnnatural  to  do  wliat  we  have  cause  to  be- 
lieve will  end  in  our  damage,  although  God  be  able  to  work  out  some  un- 
known advantage  therefrom ;  nor  have  we  any  warrant  or  excuse  for  doing 
evil  that  good  may  come  of  it. 

25.  But  to  prevent  mistakes,  it  is  neoeeaary  we  should  understand  what 
is  meant  by  doing  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it :  for  in  some  sensea  of  evil, 
it  is  not  only  allowable,  but  obligatory  npon  ns  to  do  it  fdr  the  good  to  re- 
dound therefrom.  For  everything  irksome  or  disgustful  to  the  senses  is  an 
evil  conudered  apart  in  itself,  and  so  any  man  will  judge  it :  for  if  he  were 
forced  upon  Bome  slavish  drudgery,  or  had  a  nauseous  potion  poured  down 
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hit  throat,  he  would  eatetm  it  an  injury  and  damage  done  to  him.  There- 
fore whenever  we  enter  npon  a  toilsome  work,  or  take  a  dose  of  physic,  it  is 
doing  erit  that  good  may  coroeof  it ;  so  is  every  act  of  aelf' denial  we  prac- 
tiae.  Nay,  the  very  enence  of  Pmdeuce  ccnsiBts  in  nothing  else,  for  appe- 
tite prompts  OS  fa*t  enoogh  to  oar  immediate  good,  so  the  office  of  Prudence 
and  duty  is  none  other,  than  to  reatntin  as  from  this  good  in  prospect  of  a 
greater  advantage  lying  beyond. 

Nor  are  there  instances  wanting  even  of  moral  evil  heing  deemed  justifi- 
able, snch  as  procuring  intelligence  of  an  enemy's  counsels  by  bribery,  en- 
couraging desertions,  enticing  away  the  workmen  of  persons  abroad  having 
invented  a  new  mannfacture,  publishing  rewards  for  rogues  to  betray  one 
another.  Some  righteous  people  are  for  conniving  at  brothels,  because,  say 
they,  it  saves  many  an  innocent  creature  from  destruction  :  for  the  viciona 
wiU  take  their  course  somewhere,  and  if  yon  do  not  allow  them  the  com- 
merce of  women  as  vicious  as  themselves,  they  will  use  all  their  art  and  in* 
dnstry  to  seduce  the  virtuous,  or  else  perhiqis  turn  to  a  more  detestable 
■pedes  of  lewdness.  It  has  been  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  you  must  breed 
up  your  diildren  to  have  a  little  pride  of  themselves,  because  this  will  pre- 
serve them  fmta  mean  company,  who  would  corrupt  their  morals.  And  a 
man  may  sometimes  find  it  prudent  to  stir  up  a  less  dangerous  passion  in 
himself,  to  assist  in  overcoming  othen  more  pernicious,  which  he  cannot 
master  by  the  force  of  reason  and  resolution. 

In  all  the«e  cases  men  do,  or  at  least  encourage  thedomg  evil,  that  good 
may  come  of  it,  but  then  the  good  to  result  therefrom  is  supposed  to  be 
known,  and  the  evil  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  it :  npon  which  suppo- 
ntion  die  evil  cannot  be  called  such  in  common  propriety  of  speech,  which 
estimates  actions,  according  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  consequences  taken 
into  contemplation.  Tlterefore  by  evil  is  naturally  understood  whatever 
our  judgment,  or  roles,  or  moral  senses  warn  us  against  as  productive  of 
DK>re  mischief  than  advantage  upon  the  whole  sequel  of  its  effects :  and  this 
«Til  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  and  foolish  to  do  in  expectation  that  Pro- 
vidence will  vrork  out  a  greater  unknown  good  therefrom.  For  what  is 
this  but  giving  a  reason  for  running  contrary  to  reason,  and  laying  it  down 
as  a  rule  to  act  in  opposition  to  all  rules  ?  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
preposterous,  or  inconsistent  with  itself. 

Nor  ean  we  pretend  a  zeal  ior  the  glory  of  God  as  being  manifested  in  our 
wickedness  :  for  it  is  more  manifest  in  our  good  deeds,  which  he  giveth  us 
both  to  will  and  to  do.  We  have  cause  to  glorify  his  wisdom  for  the  good 
usee  to  which  he  tarns  the  follies  and  tine  of  men  ;  but  we  have  the  like 
cause  to  glorify  it,  and  much  greater  to  glorify  his  goodness,  for  the  powers 
and  oppwtunitiea  enabling,  the  dispositione  inclining,  themtodoweU  ;  and 
the  ioccesses,  sometimes  wonderful  successes,  wherewith  he  blesses  their 
endeavours  in  the  great  advancement  of  their  own  happiness  thereby,  or 
that  of  their  fellow ■  creatures .  He  permission  of  evil,  both  natural  and 
moral,  is  so  far  from  being  in  itself  a  topic  of  praise,  that  it  has  constantly 
proved  a  stombling-block.  which  we  could  never  get  over,  if  there  were 
not  such  innumerable  instances  of  provision  made  for  preventing  and 
escaping  it,  as  taUy  evidence  the  infinite  goodness  and  perfect  holiness  of 
our  supreme  Governor  :  and  it  is  from  this  part  of  his  character  we  con- 
clude, there  is  no  evil  permitted  unices  necessary  to  accomplish  some  gra- 
cious and  holy  purpose.  Since  then  Providence,  although  sometimes 
biiDging  good  ont  <rf  evil,  brings  it  forth  more  frequently  from  good ;  we 
have  a  better  chance  of  giving  occasion  for  the  divine  glorj-  to  manifest 
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itself  m  that  unknown  benefit  which  may  be  worked  oqt  front  our  afltiooe, 

by  Aoiaa  good  tluut  evil, 

26.  Bot  it  m  said,  (fences  mnst  needs  come.  What  then  i  do  we  know 
when  tbere  is  need,  or  what  particnlar  neccsHtjr  then  is  for  an;  one  of 
them  to  come  ?  Wbat  though  the  madseM  of  the  timee  in  tfae  gnad  n- 
bdlion  has  laid  the  foundation  of  onr  liberty  :  doea  thia  jutify  the  peetiM 
possessed  with  it,  who  could  not  possibly  foresee  this  happy  ermt,  new 
had  anything  farther  in  view  than  gratifying  th«r  ambition  and  indnlging 
their  angry  humour*  ?  or  is  this  a  reaeon  why  we  ehould  wiah  to  follow 
their  steps,  hom  which  we  can  see  nothing  but  misery  and  confusion 
likely  to  cnene  ?  Ferhape  our  oonatitutlon  may  not  yet  be  completely  per- 
fect, and  Providence  may  have  some  secret  good  purpose  in  view  by  per- 
mitting those  torrents  of  slander  and  calamny  that  pour  weekly  i^mn  onr 
places  of  public  resort.  But  there  ie  no  good  discernible  by  os  likely  to 
come  of  it :  for  this  epidemical  distemper  of  swtUowing  all  kinds  of  slander 
with  greedinese.  most  render  as  all  in  our  toms  contemptible  and  odious  to 
one  another,  which  will  naturally  disable  us  from  acting  Tigoronaly  against 
a  fordgn  enemy.  For  strength  consists  in  unanimity,  hot  what  beai^ 
concnnence  can  there  be  amonir  peojJe  who  detest  and  despise  one  nn- 
otherf 

Therefore  it  becomes  every  good  patriot  to  diseoniage  this  humour  of 
reviling  and  vilifying  :  if  we  differ  in  opinion,  let  ns  treat  one  another  Hke 
reaaoiwble  creatares,  not  like  a  pack  of  siwrUng  dog* ;  and  aapport  our  own 
sentiments  by  calm  argumentation,  not  eudeavoar  to  nm  dmra  aU  oiq>oaen 
by  joining  in  with  the  cry  of  every  yelping  cur  that  open*  ODly  because  he  is 
hungry,  or  because  he  has  none  other  way  to  make  himself  lakes  notiee  of 
so  upon  all  other  occasions  we  are  to  consult  our  rules  and  our  reason  :  for 
they  are  the  proper  criteiia  to  distinguish  what  is  needful  to  be  done,  or 
to  be  omitted.  Rectitude  of  Will  consists  in  a  steady  adherence  to  the 
dictates  of  anderetanding,  nor  can  we  conceive  it  otherwise  in  God  bisor- 
self;  but  his  intelligence  extends  to  all  nature  and  all  futurity,  tberefiare  it 
is  no  wonder  he  sees  a  rectitude  and  holinew  in  measures,  where  we  find 
the  contrary. 

Whence  it  follows  that  we  shall  imitate  him  not  by  dmng  the  same  things 
that  he  has  permitted,  but  by  following  the  same  guidance,  to  wit,  the  line 
of  our  intelligence ;  for  so  does  he  too  follow  his  intelligence,  only  his  is 
boundless,  whereas  ours  stands  confined  within  the  narrow  compass  of  reason 
and  information  that  he  has  voochfofed  us.  Within  this  compass  then  we 
are  to  look  for  his  declared  Will,  which  alone  ne  are  to  obey,  for  all  else 
belongs  to  the  secret  Will,  whidi  ean  be  no  mle  to  us,  btt:anse  founded 
upon  knowledge  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  fathom  ;  and  to  attempt  to 
meddle  in  matters  he  has  reserved  to  his  own  disposal,  would  be  Ute  most 
consummate  Impudence  and  daring  presumption. 

For  God  alone,  who  discerns  the  remotest  issoes  of  things,  can  koow 
what  evils  are  capable  of  being  turned  to  good  purposes,  and  how  to  set 
bounds  to  iniquity  that  it  overflow  not  too  far :  therefore  liie  poraisaion  of 
evil  is  a  brandi  of  the  divine  prerogative,  not  to  be  encroaehed  upon  without 
sacrilege.  Such  encroachment  is  like  touching  the  ark  of  God  with  un- 
hallowed hands,  from  whidi  nothing  could  be  expected  but  certain  destruc- 
tion. For  what  can  be  more  arrogant  and  impious,  thftn  doing  wirckedly  to 
find  employment  for  Providence  ?  It  is  the  same  as  esyiog  to  God,  I  will 
do  all  the  mischief  I  can  ;  now  do  thou  produce  good  (tut  of  it.  This  seem* 
to  exceed  the  rebeUion  of  Lucifer,  for  he  sought  only  to  make  himself  inde- 
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pendent  on  the  Almighty  :  whereas  the  nnnar  traDsgreuing  upon  thw  pre- 
tence would  malte  Ood  his  Servant,  by  setting  him  at  pleaaure  b>  clean 
away  his  dirty  work,  or  tnm  it  into  iweetnesa  and  aalabrity. 

27.  Nor  perhaps  wonld  men  ever  fiod  temptation  to  do  evil  that  good 
may  come  of  it,  if  they  were  apprised  what  kind  of  good  may  be  expected 
therefrom ;  foi  it  is  not  their  own  good  but  that  of  other  creatures.  Hey 
flatter  themBdvea  with  a  notion  that  because  God  has  permitted  their  evil, 
he  mart  be  pleased  with  it,  and  will  reward  them  accordingly :  whereas  we 
have  shown,  he  may  pennit  a  thing  be  is  displeased  with,  and  consequently 
the  perpetrator  can  look  for  nothing  else  than  to  fed  the  e&ct«  of  hu 
displeasure  :  bat  he  permits  the  sin,  becaoM  he  foresees  the  nuachie&  con- 
sequent upon  it  wOl  work  out  some  signal  advantages  to  hie  creatures. 
Would  men  consider  the  matter  in  this  light,  which  is  the  bue  one,  they 
wonld  not  be  so  fond  of  nmning  themselves  into  misery  for  the  sake  of 
some  onknown  profit  to  redound  therefrom  to  others. 

They  do  not  act  so  in  their  temporal  concerns,  though  tiujv  are  the 
same  grounds  for  running  counter  to  common  Prudence  aa  duty ;  for  we 
trust  that  all  the  diseases  and  distresses  of  life  have  their  secret  nses,  or 
else  tiiey  would  not  be  permitted,  for  ow  gntcions  Governor  is  aUe  to  de- 
liver us  from  them  all,  and  wo«^  do  it  but  for  tiiat  reason.  Yet  who  ever 
purpoaely  rains  his  health,  or  throws  away  his  fortune,  because  Providence 
will  not  Bufler  these  misfortunes  to  befall  needleMly,  nor  without  producing 
a  greater  benefit  to  mankind  thereAtim  ?  How  much  more  absurd  then 
wonld  it  be,  to  incur  miseries  to  whose  intensenesi  and  duration  we  can 
set  no  bounds,  because  there  are  reasons  to  be  given  that  they  would  not 
be  inflicted,  onleas  necessary  to  secure  the  happiness  of  other  Beings,  and 
because  the  universe  upon  the  whole  is  better  with  them  than  without 
them  ?  Such  service  is  not  required  at  onr  hands;  Moaes  was  rebuked  for 
desiring  that  the  wrath  of  God  might  be  turned  upon  himself  Iroa  the 
Israelites :  and  certainly  the  offer  was  made  inconsiderately,  for  such 
romantic  ceal  for  the  pubttc  good  is  not  in  human  nature,  nor  was  any  man 
ever  really  actuated  by  it.  whatever  he  nugfat  persuade  hinudf. 

Nothing  is  more  decdtfnl  than  the  heart  of  man,  or  more  difficult  for 
him  to  discover  than  his  own  true  springe  of  action :  there  are  many  latent 
motives  which  prompt  us  without  onr  perceiving  tfaeai,  many  plausiUe 
colourings  that  claim  to  be  the  sources  of  motions  we  hod  before  deter- 
mined upon.  Nor  can  an  observant  by-stande*  foil  d  seeing  that  when 
men  do  wrong,  there  is  always  sonte  private  passion,  or  interest,  or  ill- 
humour,  or  perveneneia  <^  temper  leading  them  thereto  which  they  are 
unwilling  to  acknowledge,  uid  then,  if  they  have  been  plunged  deep  in 
entfausiftBtie  notions,  they  raise  this  idle  pretence  to  an  extravagnnt  sanctity 
in  sinning  tot  the  divine  glory,  to  cast  a  glare  for  blinding  tiwir  own  con- 
science, or  more  communly  to  cover  their  oonttmpt  of  the  divine  aatbority 
from  die  worid.  Thus  while  they  would  seem  to  be  labmirin;  after  an 
unknown  remote  good,  beyond  all  readt  of  buotan  sagacity  or  forotigltt  to 
fttd  rat,  tliey  are  in  reality  poraoii^  present  gratiboation  in  disregard  of  a 
good  that  their  judgment,  their  moral  sense,  or  their  cooscienoe,  might 
make  ntutifest ;  in  wfaidi  indtUfence  of  the  cravings  of  ^petite,  or  inordi- 
nate denre,  die  very  essence  of  depravity  and  imhdiaeti  consists. 

SB.  I  have  been  the  more  prolix  and  parficalar  upon  this  Article,  becauK 
having  qmken  of  an  miivenal  Providence  extending  to  all  events,  whether 
fortunate  or  disastrous,  and  appointing  or  permitting  all  the  actions  <ji  men. 
whether  good  or  evil,  occasion  might  be  tidcen  from  hence  to  im^iue  tfaem 
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all  eqiully  pleasing  to  God,  and  alike  the  proper  objects  of  onr  endeaToim : 
whidk  being  a  most  dangerotu  and  fotal  error,  subvenive  of  Religion,  mo- 
raUty,  and  even  common  prudence,  it  aeemed  more  excusable  to  be  re- 
dnndant,  than  wanting  in  the  cares  taken  to  obviate  it.  But  this  poisonous 
fruit  is  not  aow  very  conunoo,  as  growicig  from  an  injudicioua  inteoseness 
of  thought  upon  tfae  manner  of  the  divine  government :  a  root  but  Iittl« 
abounding  at  this  season.  For  easiness  and  indolence  of  temper  seems  the 
prevailing  bumour;  men's  thoughts  being  commonljtaken  up  with  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  daf,  or  of  the  hour,  onless  perhaps  when  amlntion,  or  covet- 
oueness,  or  some  other  darling  passion  engages  them  a  little  fiutber.  A 
few  transient  ideas  of  a  general  Providence  couteat  them,  witbont  troabling 
themselves  to  examine  particularly  by  what  channels  the  administration  of  it 
is  carried  on ;  whereby  they  luckily  escape  the  danger  of  scratinizing 
further  than  their  Ugfata  would  enable  them  to  do  it  safely. 

As  for  as  appears  among  our  cotemporariea  they  never  sin  upon  prin- 
ciple, nor  with  any  more  cQstant  view  than  indulgence  of  the  paasion  that 
happens  to  come  uppermost,  unlesa  there  be  some  who  seriously  hold  the 
roethodistical  doctrine,  That  a  man  must  be  in  a  state  of  damnation  before  he 
can  enter  a  state  of  salvation  ;  from  which  natorally  fotlowa,  that  he  should 
make  himself  damnably  wicked  as  fiut  he  can,  that  he  may  have  the  quicker 
passage  into  righteousness.  But  these  gentry,  having  an  ntter  detestation 
of  all  human  reasonings,  are  not  likely  to  meddle  with  my  speculations:  so 
that  what  ia  offored  above  will  be  superfluous  to  the  generality,  who  may 
therefore  skim  it  lightly  over,  as  they  do  most  other  things  pvt  into  their 
bands,  except  it  be  a  lampoon  or  a  [uece  of  scandal. 

But  as  there  are  persons  who  bestow  more  thoughts  than  common  upon 
the  couraes  of  events  throughout  the  world,  it  was  my  bnsinesa  to  provide 
for  what  difficulties  1  could  imagine  might  arise  in  their  minds ;  more  es- 
pecially to  guard  on  all  sides  against  whatever  ill  consequences  might  be 
drawn  from  things  1  bad  advanced  myself.  Therefore  if  there  be  any  to 
whom  the  positions  maintained  in  the  Chapters  of  Providence  and  Freewill, 
or  in  several  other  places,  shall  prove  a  stumbling-block,  as  seeming  to  make 
God  the  author  of  sin,  and  to  encounge  immorality  by  representing  it  alike 
productive  of  good  with  the  strictest  virtue,  the  endeavours  here  used  for 
removing  that  imputation  are  intended  for  their  service ;  whereto  it  is 
hoped  they  may  prove  effectually  conducive,  provided  so  much  more  than 
the  fashionable  attention  be  given  them,  as  might  be  expected  from  persona 
who  may  have  any  donbt  arising  upon  a  point  of  the  utmost  importance. 

39.  But  as  the  imaginations  of  men  are  farmed  upon  very  different  scales, 
not  all  equally  capacious,  those  conceptions  which  are  exoteric  and  whole- 
some to  some,  will  stiU  remain  esoteric  and  dangerous  to  others.  But  it  is 
of  DO  avail  to  our  Maker  what  we  think  of  him  or  of  bis  worka,  nor  does  be 
require  anything  of  us  eitber  in  thought  or  deed,  unless  for  our  own  good : 
therefore  we  serve  him  best  when  we  think  of  both  in  the  manner  best 
adapted  to  our  own  respective  uses.  Such  as  have  the  fullest  idea  of  the 
divine  Government  and  fatheriy  tenderness  may  look  upon  an  event  happen- 
ing aa  a  certain  evidence  of  ibi  being  the  WUI  of  God ;  and  best  that  it 
should  happen  :  therefore  not  only  the  misfortunes  and  troubles  befalling  in 
the  World,  the  wicked  deeds  perpetrated  by  others,  but  even  the  follies 
they  have  committed  themselva,  may  be  matter  of  no  discontent  to  them  ; 
being  persoaded  that  all  these  things  will  turn  out  to  some  greater  advan- 
tage, or  else  they  would  not  have  been  suffered.  Yet  though  they  are  not 
sorry  at  what  has  happened,  they  may  be  sorry  that  it  should  have  been 
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necessary  to  happen  ;  which  sentiment  will  urge  them  sufilcieDtlv  to  avoid 
the  like  whenever  they  do  not  see  that  neceSBity,  that  is  in  everything  future 
lying  within  their  power :  for  the  evidence  alleged  of  evils  being  hcst, 
belongs  only  to  tho*e  already  past  and  done,  which  manifestB  the  sacred  Will 
in  those  instances. 

So  that  notwithstanding  their  resignation  under  the  faults  they  have 
been  permitted  to  do,  they  wiU  strive  against  them  for  the  future,  as  cnr- 
nestly  as  they  coald  without  such  acquiescence,  and  he  ready  to  join 
heartily  in  that  petition,  Thy  Will  be  done  on  eartli  as  it  is  in  heaven.  By 
which  must  be  meant  the  apparent  Will :  for  the  secret  is  already  done 
throughout  every  region  of  the  universe  on  earth,  as  completely  as  it  is  in 
heaven.  Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  nature  of  this  contented  temper, 
rightly  considered,  to  abate  onr  vigilance  over  our  future  conduct.  What 
if  a  man  upon  having  a  etone  fall  upon  his  head,  should  believe  it  happened 
for  the  best?  nobody  would  think  thia  a  reason  why  he  should  put  himself 
in  the  way  of  another  stone,  or  forbear  to  take  the  proper  caution  for  pre- 
venting the  like  accident  again.  So  althongh  upon  having  offended  once 
he  should  soppose  it  happened  for  the  best  because  permitted,  yet  if  he 
judges  soundly,  he  can  draw  no  reason  in  the  world  from  thence  why  ho 
should  offend  a  second  time,  or  should  not  take  warning  from  his  first 
&ilure,  to  guard  against  th«  temptations  that  led  him  thereinto. 

30.  But  I  fear  such  soundness  of  judgment  is  not  commnn,  nor  perhaps 
possible  to  be  fully  attained :  therefore  an  eaeiiiese  under  the  reflection  of 
past  misconduct  cannot  be  generally  recommended  with  safety.  For  our 
desires  naturally  flow  from  our  likings;  according  as  tbinge  have  affected  us 
formerly  we  are  apt  to  dc?irc  and  endeavour  the  repetition  of  thera,  and 
uneauness  at  what  we  have  done  is  the  Btrongest  spring  to  drive  ue  luto  a 
contrary  conduct.  So  it  will  be  best  to  cultivate  a  ve^iation  at  the  evil 
committed  by  ourselves  and  an  abhorrence  against  it  elsewhere ;  provided 
we  can  disjoin  the  offender  from  the  offence,  so  as  to  love  the  one  while  no 
detest  the  other.  Thia  we  do  easily  in  our  own  case,  for  we  do  not  hate 
and  detest  ourselves  how  much  soever  convinced  of  having  grqsEly  mis* 
behaved,  from  whence  we  may  learn  to  do  it  in  the  case  of  our  neighbour. 

The  Romish  doctors  reckon  three  stages  in  the  passage  from  vice  to 
virtue :  AttritioB,  Contrition,  and  Repentance.  The  first  is  a  sorrow  for 
the  mischiefs  men  have  bronght  upon  their  own  heads  by  tlieir  ill  doings; 
the  second  a  sorrow  for  the  doings  themselves,  and  the  last  a  thorough 
change  of  mind  or  hearty  disposition  to  practise  them  no  more.  There  may 
be  some,  perhaps,  so  happily  constituted  as  to  find  the  two  former  needless, 
being  able  to  begin  directly  with  the  last.  It  is  not  difficult  in  the  common 
ad^rs  of  hfe,  where  there  is  no  strong  passion  or  habit  in  the  way :  a  man 
upon  finding  some  practice  he  has  fbUowed  a  little  inconvenient  to  his  health 
or  his  fortune,  may  take  warning  from  thence  to  leave  it  off  withont  a 
violent  regret  at  wtiat  he  has  done.  But  to  attain  a  perfect  unconcernednesa 
at  everything  past,  yet  without  being  a  whit  the  less  careful  of  his  measures 
for  the  future,  is  more  plausible  in  theory,  than  feasible  in  practice. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  persons  of  so  httle  sensibility  that,  though 
they  smart  severely  for  their  follies,  the  moment  the  imart  is  over  they 
think  no  more  of  it  than  if  nothing  had  ever  happened  amiss.  With  these 
.  people  it  is  necessary  to  begin  atde  first  stage :  for  till  you  can  bring  them 
to  carry  their  reflections  a  little  beyond  the  present  feeling,  yuu  will  nevei 
work  upon  them  at  all. 

Vol.  n.  » 
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But  for  the  matt  part  contrition  i*  the  proper  entrance  into  the  way  of 
amendment,  and  the  more  hearty  the  sorrow,  the  more  e&ctually  and 
speedily  it  will  forvord  ub  on  the  way.  Nor  is  the  detettation  of  vice  of 
little  avail  to  help  na  in  onr  progreM,  for  what  we  have  been  used  to  look 
upon  with  odium,  will  be  more  apt  to  Krieve  us  when  falling  upon  onraelves : 
therefore  censure  when  properly  applied  is  serviceable,  not  only  as  a  species 
of  punishment  for  the  wicked,  but  as  a  preservative  for  the'  good.  Bnt 
though  the  aversion  ought  to  terminate  in  the  practice  without  extending 
to  the  pcactiBer,  when  tiie  separation  is  powible,  yet  1  fear  it  is  not  every- 
body that  can  make  it.  For  the  vulgar,  little  used  to  diitingnish  fiuther 
than  their  senses  or  their  passions  can  guide  them,  judge  of  things  in  tiie 
lump :  if  they  like  the  person,  everything  he  does  mast  be  right ;  if  once  per- 
suaded of  anything  wrong  in  him,  he  most  be  capable  of  aJI  that  is  bad. 

I  sappoae  it  is  upon  this  principle  that  our  party-leaders  have  encouraged 
the  ridiculing  and  aapeniing  one  another's  characters,  even  upon  topics  no 
ways  relative  to  the  matters  in  contest :  for  the  mob  being  no  judges  of  those 
matters  cannot  estimate  the  man  by  his  measures,  bat  the  measures  by  the 
man ;  therefore  the  fixing  an  ill  impression  of  the  one,  is  thought  the  most 
efiectual  method  of  giving  them  a  distaste  for  the  other.  Whether  this 
method  be  justifiable,  or  not  carried  to  greater  lengths  than  necessary,  I 
leave  to  others  to  determine ;  as  likewise  whether  the  justifiableness  of  it  be 
conaidered  at  all,  or  only  the  gratification  of  resentment,  ill-humour,  or 
selfish  desires.  But  with  regard  to  heinous  enonnitiea,  especially  nich  as 
may  prove  contagious,  one  tonst  not  be  too  rigoroua  with  persons  of  gross 
apprehensions,  in  requiring  them  to  distinguish  between  the  vice  and  the 
vicious :  because  if  you  will  not  allow  them  to  detest  the  oflender,  they  will 
be  apt  to  think  lightly  of  the  offence,  whereby  they  may  fall  into  great 
hazard  of  being  infected  by  it. 

This  may  account  for  those  cruel  severities  the  Israelites  were  taught  to 
exercise  upon  their  corrupt  and  idolatrous  neighbours,  for  they  seem  to  have 
had  little  rational  or  refined  in  their  reli^on,  bat  were  altc^ther  guided 
by  appearances  and  sensitive  ideas :  and  with  such  there  is  no  medium,  tbey 
must  either  love  w  hate  to  extravagance. 

Therefore  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  inturoingle  among  idolaters,  or 
even  to  treat  them  with  common  humanity,  they  would  have  taken  a  liking 
to  their  fellies ;  and  there  was  no  way  of  securing  them  against  the  oon- 
lagion,  unless  by  raising  an  utter  aversion  to  the  perwns  infected,  and  « 
persuasion  that  no  usage  could  be  too  bad  for  them  to  receive.  But  wea 
the  populace  of  our  times  are  not  quite  so  gross  and  stony ;  they  can  deteat 
a  vile  profligate  enough  to  make  them  abhor  his  prectices.  without  wishing 
to  knock  out  his  brains  :  so  they  may  be  restrained  from  giving  such  terrible 
proofs  of  their  righteousness,  without  endangering  the  loss  of  it. 

Yet  the  ideas  to  be  infused  into  them  must  be  accommodated  to  the  size 
and  shape  of  the  vessel ;  for  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  making  men  perfect  at 
once,  or  ins^nring  tiiem  with  better  sentim«its  than  tbey  are  capable  of 
bearing:  &  mistake  your  very  righteous  people  often  &11  upon,  to  the  die- 
appointment  of  their  own  purpose,  and  great  detriment  of  thoee  tbey  take 
in  hand.  But  as  the  husbandman  studies  the  nature  of  his  soils,  as  well  as 
of  his  seeds,  so  whoever  would  sow  the  seeds  of  virtue  must  observe  dili- 
gentlythechancters  and  apprehensions  of  the  recipients,  striving  to  improve 
tbem  in  those  particDlars  where  an  improvement  may  be  made :  for  the 
tame  step  may  be  an  advance  in  one  man  which  would  be  going  backward 
in  another.     Therefore  discrelion  must  be  used,  and  no  easy  matter  it  will 
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prove,  to  discern  what  ia  an  approach  towards  holiness  in  each  peraon,  ac- 
cording  to  his  situation,  keeping  it  always  in  aim  to  bring  him  by  prac- 
ticable gradations  to  anuniveraal  benevolence  even  to  the  worst  of  men,  so 
as  to  show  them  all  the  kindness  that  may  not  prove  an  encouragement  to 
vice,  or  endanger  mischief  to  himself:  in  imitation  of  that  power  who 
canseth  his  son  to  shine  upon  the  good  and  upon  the  evil,  and  sendeth  his 
rain  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust ;  and  we  tnurt  will  turn  every  evil  per- 
mitted, to  answer  some  good  and  holy  purpose. 

31.  Having  now  explained  my  notions  of  the  esoteric  and  exoteric  doc- 
trines in  the  clearest  and  fullest  manner  I  was  able,  1  hope  they  will  appear 
upon  a  careful  and  candid  examination  to  be  the  same  in  suhstanee,  vary- 
ing only  in  language  (FermiBHion  being  need  instead  of  Provision,  or  as  I 
may  say,  the  latter  bemg  translated  by  the  former  ;)  and  in  the  method  of 
laying  out  our  objects  according  to  the  scene  beheld  in  onr  imagination. 
When  withdrawn  from  the  hurry  of  sensible  objects  we  give  the  Ml  stretch 
to  contemplation,  we  may  then  survey  the  divine  economy  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  though  oar  views  will  still  he  very  short  and  imperfect  with 
respect  to  particulars,  yet  we  may  clearly  discern  so  much  as  to  see,  that  all 
events  must  be  detenmned  by  thdr  proper  adequate  causes,  these  again  by 
others  prior  from  whence  they  were  generated,  and  so  on  without  inter- 
ruption until  we  find  their  source  in  the  immediate  acts  of  the  Almighty : 
whose  omnisdeoce  will  not  suffer  ns  to  imagine  he  performs  any  without 
knowing,  or  without  thinking  what  they  will  produce  in  the  remotest  or 
minutest  consequences.  Whence  follows  the  absolute  dominion  of  Pro- 
vidence ;  nothing  ever  happening  that  was  not  noticed  and  marked  down  in 
the  original  plan.  We  may  then  turn  round  to  the  other  side  of  the  pros- 
pects and  perceive  that  events  do  nut  terminate  in  what  we  discern  or  feel 
of  them,  hut  draw  on  further  consequences  depending  upon  one  another  in 
an  endless  succession :  by  which  we  may  understand  how  every  line  in  the 
plan  of  Providence,  however  appearing  otherwise  in  some  particular  links 
of  the  chain,  may  he  drawn  in  wisdom  and  goodness  for  promotiitg  the 
advantage  of  the  creatures.  Upon  this  view  it  will  appear  that  God  ia 
righteous  in  all  his  works,  gracious  and  holy  in  all  his  doings,  the  very 
provisions  made  for  physical  and  moral  evil  being  calculated  for  increasing 
the  sum  of  happiness  and  holiness  throughout  the  universe. 

From  this  idea  of  universal  Providence  we  may  learn  to  conduct  ourselves 
withm  our  own  little  province :  for  such  we  have  in  the  administration  of 
aBairs,  by  means  of  the  power  and  freewill  sUotted  us.  Nor  docs  the 
divine  dominion  destroy  onr  freedom ;  for  freedom  has  no  concern  with 
antecedent  causes,  nor  the  provisions  giving  them  birth,  but  solely  with  the 
force  or  restraint  there  might  be  upon  onr  future  vohtions  and  actiona  and 
eiperience  convinces  us  that  we  have  a  certain  scope  to  range  in,  exempt 
from  such  force  or  restraint.  Within  this  compass  then  it  behoves  ns,  if  I 
may  be  pardoned  the  expression,  to  lay  onr  plan  of  Providence  in  imitation 
of  the  most  perfect  model :  drawing  our  lines,  so  iar  as  our  best  jud^uent 
can  extend  them,  with  a  view  to  produce  the  greatest  good,  upon  their  whole 
length,  to  our  fdlow-creatnres  or  ourodves,  that  can  be  effected  upon  every 
particular  occasion.  And  because  we  are  li^le  to  inordinate  passions  too 
strong  for  judgement  to  overpower,  it  ia  incumbent  upon  ns  to  endeavour 
after  a  holiness  of  tenqter,  exempt  from  maUce  or  envy,  or  sensnaUty,  or 
s^£ahness,  or  indolence,  whidi  might  draw  us  aside  firom  the  prosecution 
„f  oor  pl»n. 
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But  aa  a  traveller,  while  passiag  along  the  road,  must  oDaerve  the  tracks 
before  him  and  keep  his  eye  attentive  to  the  objects  near  at  hand,  nor  can 
atand  to  gaze  at  the  distiuit  horizon  :  so  we.  when  occupied  in  the  common 
busioesa  of  life,  cannot  retain  the  whole  extent  of  onr  contemplative  acenea 
in  mind.  We  then  find  oar  prospect  reduced  to  scantier  limits ;  the  diains 
of  canses  appear  broken  short ;  nature,  chance,  and  freewill,  seem  original 
sources  of  events ;  and  though  there  may  still  remain  a  general  idea  of  Pro- 
vidence, we  cannot  trace  it  np  to  its  first  appointments,  but  it  presents  to 
our  view  a  superintending  power,  continnally  guiding  the  motions  of  second 
causes  by  fresh  and  occasional  operations,  though  when  or  bow  the  touch  is 
given  we  cannot  perceive.  In  this  partial  scene  of  things  we  have  other 
soufces  to  assign  for  all  the  evils  that  happen,  so  it  becomes  us  to  ascribe 
the  good  alone  to  Providence,  together  with  the  purpose  of  producing  fur- 
thw  good  out  of  the  evUs  permitted.  Yet  permission  is  no  sanction  or  en- 
conragement,  but  wiclcedness  still  remains  Uk  object  of  vengeance  and  dis- 
pleasure to  God,  who  has  nothing  unholy  in  his  nature  :  therefore  we  can- 
not make  oorselves  more  agreeable  to  him  than  by  labouring,  so  far  as  our 
imperfections  will  allow,  to  imitate  bis  holiness. 

Si.  Thus  we  see  the  two  systems,  though  proceeding  by  different  rentes, 
conduct  to  one  and  the  same  end,  namely;  to  give  us  the  purest  idea  qf  our 
Governor,  and  moat  heavenly  disposition  of  mind  we  are  capable  of  attain- 
ing. But  if  we  go  to  blend  thero  together,  it  will  utterly  spoil  our  work ; 
which  then  can  answer  no  end  at  all,  unless  to  involve  us  in  doubt  and  per- 
plexity. It  will  be  like  joining  the  halves  of  two  maps  cast  upon  different 
scales,  from  whence  nothing  bnt  incoherence  and  absurdity  can  ensue : 
there  wilt  be  rivers  pointing  their  course  against  mountains,  private  gardens 
bigger  than  the  adjacent  country,  and  streets  of  cities  leading  into  the  sea. 
It  may  be  presumed  that  all  the  difficulties,  started  against  the  ways  of  Pro- 
vidence, arise  from  this  motley  mixture  of  gro^  and  refined  notions :  iot 
there  are  people  too  shrewd  to  rank  among  the  vulgar,  yet  too  dull  ever  to 
become  adepts ;  these  operators  are  perpetually  mingling  the  strokes  of  one 
system  among  the  other,  whereby  they  make  neither  uniform,  but  mangle 
(hem  both,  and  in  this  condition  it  is  no  wonder  they  appear  distorted  and 
disfigured. 

For  if  we  behold  the  vulgar  scheme  with  the  glass  of  contemplation,  we 
shall  find  it  abounding  in  inconsistences;  effects  without  a  cau^e ;  freewill 
acting  upon  no  inducement ;  all  things  guided  by  wisdom,  yet  for  the  most 
part  depending  uppn  contingencies ;  the  power  of  God  irresistible,  yet  many 
things  done  contrary  to  his  Will ;  nothing  hidden  from  his  sight,  yet  innu- 
merable trifiing  and  filthy  objects  unbecoming  his  regard  ;  Providence  ever 
watchful  over  events,  yet  permitting  those  to  take  effect  which  were  not  in- 
tended, nor  approved.  These  the  plain  man  does  not  perceive,  for  he  take* 
his  ideas  singly,  so  discerns  not  the  discordance  thai  would  be  found  upon 
comparing  them  together :  or  if  a  difficulty  occura,  he  can  acquiesce  with- 
out expecting  to  solve  it,  being  sensible  of  his  ignorance,  and  satisfied  that 
many  things  may  be  true,  though  to  him  appearing  unaccountable. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  investigate  the  chain  of  causes  to  the  fountain 
head,  without  turning  the  opposite  way  to  consider  what  consequences  may 
ensue  b^ond  our  immediate  notice,  we  shall  still  retain  our  vulgar  idea  of 
terminating  all  events  in  the  uses  of  man ;  and  then  our  reference  of  them  to 
the  divine  appointment  will  have  a  mischievous  efiiK:t,  representing  many 
provisions  therein  as  trifling,  unkind,  and  unholy. 

Neverthclets,  every  scieucc  must  have  a  beginning,  nor  can  one  ei|>cct 
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to  rise  from  tlie  popular  tjtHem,  at  a  leap :  in  the  intenm  of  out  progresa 
there  will  Etrise  doubts  and  difficulties,  for  these  ere  ordinarily  the  avenues 
to  knowledge.  Yet  they  wiU  not  discompose  us  so  long  as  we  bear  in  mind 
that  we  are  but  learners,  for  this  reflection  will  satisfy,  that  we  are  notfnlly 
masters  of  any  point  that  may  seem  to  east  an  imputation  npon  Providences 
For  when  we  consider,  that  unholiness,  by  the  essence  of  it,  must  proceed 
from  some  passion,  or  selfishness,  or  Intemperance  of  mind,  we  shall  lay  it 
down  as  a  fundamental  principle,  that  nothing  of  this  sort  can  have  place  in 
the  most  perfect ;  and  shall  esteem  it  the  nearest  approach  towards  perfec- 
tion, to  cultivate  the  opposite  character  in  ourselves. 

33.  But  then  let  us  not  suffer  the  desire  of  holiness  to  cany  as  beyond 
the  bounds  of  discretion,  nor  mislead  us  in  judging  wherein  its  essence  con- 
sists ;  an  error  that  men  of  no  small  credit  among  the  multitade  have  fallen 
into.  For  they  observing  justly  that  study,  rneditation,  prayer,  thanksgiving, 
and  the  externals  of  Religion,  are  the  main  supports  of  holiness,  place  the 
whole  of  it  in  them ;  so  would  have  men  think  of  nothing  else,  but  employ 
every  day  and  every  hour  of  the  day  in  a  continual  round  of  these  exercisea. 
Whereas  hoUness  does  not  consist  in  them,  but  in  the  disposition  of  mind 
to  be  contracted  by  them,  which  disposition  is  better  forwarded  by  the  life 
and  spirit  of  our  devotions,  than  by  the  length  or  frequency  of  them. 

For  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  keep  up  a  glow  of  fervency  further  than 
to  a  certain  period,  according  to  the  strength  and  present  condition  of  our 
organs :  all  beyond  is  perfunctory  and  unavailing  form,  no  more  a  nourish' 
ment  to  the  mind  than  eating  beyond  one's  appetite  is  a  nourishment  to  the 
body.  Besides  that  the  practice  of  a  rational  and  useful  life  ia  equally,  if  not 
more  necessary  to  strengthen  oar  sentiments :  for  obedience  is  better  than 
fHcrifice,  and  infixes  the  principle,  whereon  it  was  performed,  deeper  than 
any  mental  efforts  can  do.  Nor  would  it  be  more  absord  for  a  soldier  to 
desert  his  post  that  he  may  lie  Inrking  aboat  his  General's  tent,  lest  be 
t^hould  love  his  reverence  by  losing  sight  of  him,  than  for  ns  to  neglect 
our  active  datics,  that  we  may  attend  more  closely  to  those  of  devotion. 

It  is  not  by  such  exercises  alone  that  we  can  imitate  the  most  perfect 
models :  God  himself  not  only  receives  the  adorations  of  Angels  and  Men, 
but  likewise  feeds  the  young  ravens  and  clothes  the  lilies  of  the  field.  We 
have  oflered  reasons  to  make  it  probable,  that  the  blessed  spirits  above  do 
not  spend  their  whole  time  in  empty  Hallelujahs,  but  are  continually  em- 
ploy»l  on  high  behests  to  assist  in  administering  the  courses  of  nature,  and 
fortune.  And  God  has  placed  tis  under  a  necessity  of  attending  to  sensible 
objects  for  the  support  and  convenience  of  ourselves  and  our  fellow-creatures. 
Let  us  then  in  alt  our  measures  have  a  respect  to  their  ose,  and  practise 
religious  exercises  so  far  as  they  tend  to  give  ns  a  happy  torn  of  mind,  de- 
pendent on  Providence,  contented  with  its  dispensations,  and  pleased  with 
being  under  its  protection :  and  make  us  industrious  within  our  narrow 
sphere  of  action  to  maintain  the  order  and  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
worid  wherewith  we  stand  connected. 

Perfection  is  not  to  be  attained  without  attending  carefully  to  all  branches 
of  the  du^  allotted  us :  bnt  he  that  aims  only  at  one  point  commonly  over- 
shoots his  mark ;  nor  is  it  unusual  for  men  to  become  unholy,  through  aa 
intemperate  zeal  of  being  holy.  It  gives  them  narrow  notions  of  the 
supreme  Being,  as  receiving  actual  delight  from  their  services,  and  uneasily 
anxious  to  have  them  paid  ;  it  keeps  them  inexpert  in  their  business,  and 
lifeless  in  their  stations,  makes  them  morose  and  rancorous  against  tliose 
whom  they  suppose  the  enemies  of  lieavcn,  fills  them  vrith  s^iiritual  pride 
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and  contempt  of  mankind  ;  puts  tbem  out  of  humour  with  the  world  about 
them,  with  the  coudilion  of  their  own  nature ;  and  overwhelms  them  with 
despondencies  at  their  not  attaining  impracticable  lengths.  So  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  being  too  pious,  where  the  piety  is  not  rational  and 
genuine,  and  th«  greater  lengths  it  mns,  so  much  the  worse :  as  a  man. 
whose  money  is  in  counterfeit  coin,  the  more  he  has  of  it,  will  only  find  it 
t^  greater  toil  and  burden. 


THINGS  PROVIDENTIAL. 

To  what  purpose,  it  may  be  asked,  do  we  make  these  the  subject  of  a  par- 
ticular inquiry  ?  or  what  can  be  expected  from  the  title  of  this  chapter  more 
than  we  Iwve  already  descanted  upon  in  our  Chapter  on  iVovidence  ?  We 
have  there  shown  that  all  things  derive  their  essence,  end  all  events  their 
accomplishment,  from  that  source;  that  small  as  well  as  great,  the  veriest 
trifles  equally  with  the  most  momentous  concerns,  were  comprised  within 
the  origDial  plan.  The  grovelling  earth-worm,  the  worthless  sea-weed,  the 
dirt  we  trample  upon,  were  works  of  the  same  hand  that  made  the  human 
soul  with  all  her  powers  of  intelligence,  with  all  her  stores  of  science  and 
accomplishment.  The  crawling  of  emmets  and  falling  of  leaves  were  con- 
tained in  the  same  scheme  wherein  were  projected  the  rise  of  empires,  and 
the  exact  period  of  their  continuance.  A  sparrow  no  more  fells  to  the 
ground  than  a  kingdom  is  overthrown ;  a  bubble  no  more  bursts  than  a 
world  is  dissolved :  not  an  atom  stirs  throughout  the  material  universe,  nor 
a  fancy  starts  up  in  the  imagination  of  my  animal,  without  the  knowledge 
and  attention,  without  the  permission  or  appointment,  of  our  almighty  and 
all-provident  Governor.  Even  the  wild  rovings  of  chance  took  their  rise 
from  certain  causes,  and  dieametances  occasioning  them  to  proceed  in  that 
manner,  which  flowed  sncoeesively  from  prior  causes  through  channels 
whose  sources  were  first  opened  by  Omnipotence,  with  full  intelligence  of 
whatever  was  done,  and  clear  foresight  of  all  the  minutest  consequences 
that  should  result  therefrom. 

From  whence  it  may  be  inferred  the  epithet  Providential  was  stq)erflnDus, 
all  things  beii^  such  without  excqition ;  nor  is  there  any  room  for  a  dis- 
tinction between  events  that  are  providential,  sjid.others  that  are  not.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  universal  dependence  of  events  upon  certain  causes 
provided  in  wisdom  ft*  bringing  them  respectivdy  forth,  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  epithet  providential,  applied  to  distinguish  some  of  them  from  the 
rest,  must  be  an  insignificant  term.  For  we  have  seen  beftve  that  deriva- 
tives do  not  always  carry  the  whole  extent  of  their  primitives :  everytlung 
done  for  one's  self  ie  not  a  selfish  oct,  nor  is  a  man  a  whit  the  more  selfi^ 
for  taking  an  honett  and  prudent  care  of  his  ovm  concemB.  In  like  manner, 
neither  is  everything  denominated  Frovidtiitial  that  proceeds  from  the  hand 
of  Providence,  but  tmth  works  only  wherein  there  are  marks  of  that  hand 
discernible  by  human  understanding.  Thus  it  appears  the  epithet  we  have 
now  taken  under  ooosideration  is  a  tern  bdoi^ing  to  the  exoteric  langoage, 
having  DO  force  in  describing  the  real  natore  of  Slings,  but  the  appearance 
of  them  in  our  narrow  comprehensions. 

To  discern  the  system  of  Providence  completely,  wc  oi^flit  to  know  the 
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precue  qoantity  of  good  the  creatures  are  eap»ble  of  receiving,  and  quantity 
of  evil  ueccBsary  to  support  that  good :  what  eke  besides  good,  but  consis- 
tent with  it,  may  be  contained  in  the  general  design  ;  the  varioas  states  of 
perceptive  Beingt,  according  to  their  situation  with  respect  to  one  another, 
or  to  matter  ;  the  several  coropositions  and  organizationB  of  material  sub- 
stance, together  -with  the  secondary  qualities  and  easences  resulting  there- 
hom  ;  their  positions,  and  that  of  their  component  paita ;  the  motions  both 
external  and  internal  among  them;  their  mntoal  operations,  and  extent  of 
their  influence  upon  one  another ;  the  efiects  as  well  immediate  as  remote 
of  their  action,  and  tendeni^  of  it  through  successive  channels  to  accom- 
phsh  the  purpose  intended.  But  this  we  may  sec  at  fint  glance  is  an  im- 
mense ocean  of  scienoe  unnavigable  by  human  sagacity :  should  ve  attempt 
to  compMs  it,  vre  should  find  ourselves  bewilder^  in  the  mnltitnde  of  ob- 
jects, and  intricacy  oi  cttoses  depending  upon  one  another,  in  a  line  fuirther 
than  our  eye  coiil4  stretch  to ;  and,  by  endeavouring  to  grasp  the  whole 
scheme  of  Providence,  should  quite  lose  our  idea  of  it,  and  see  nothing  but 
inextricable  confiuioB. 

2.  Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  select  »icfa  parts  of  the  scene  before  us, 
as  we  can  draw  upon  the  scanty  scale  of  our  imagination,  so  as  to  disc«m 
the  ot^ects  clearly,  and  trace  out  their  mutual  dependencies.  Nor  need 
we  feax  doing  an  injury  to  the  glory  of  God  by  this  partial  consideration 
of  his  works :  for  that  advances  it  best  which  manifests  it  moat  fully  to 
us.  He  wants  not  glory  from  us  for  his  own  benefit  or  amnsement,  but 
because  a  strong  and  well-groouded  ^^rehension  of  his  Providence  would 
Gil  us  with  satisfaction  of  mind,  at  being  constantly  under  a  gracious  pro> 
tection,  that  will  guard  os  from  every  evil  unproductive  of  greater  advan- 
tage :  and  is  the  main  basis  both  of  pradeaoe  and  benevolence,  by  insuring 
to  OB,  thai  whatever  we  do  well,  shall  be  attended  with  snccess  either  in 
preMnt  or  in  fiiturity,  and  making  the  good  of  our  fellow -preatures  to  be 
V  own  interest. 

But  it  has  been  Mm  in  the  foragoing  Chapters  that,  as  our  organs  ot 
rfiagitiatioD  are  constituted,  it  would  be  mischievous  to  refer  every&ing  to 
the  dirine  a{^ij)tin<vit-  An  intelligence  extending  to  all  minutest  erents 
together  with  their  remotest  oonsequences,  is  an  idea  much  too  large  for 
>ur  comprehension :  no  inoa  can  conceive  the  possibility  of  it,  how  veil 
oever  hts  reason  may  convince  him  ot  the  fact.  And  there  are  same 
trivial  and  unsightly  objects,  wfaich  to  join  in  the  same  thought  with  our 
BuprcMe  Governor,  woold  give  us  unworthy  notions  of  him,  and  lessen  our 
sense  of  )us  parity,  bis  Majesty,  and  his  Holiness.  This  bein^  the  case, 
it  is  allowahle  and  coBsmeadsoIe,  because  necessary  and  expedifst,  for  us 
to  ooofine  our  ideas  to  second  causes,  where  we  cannot  trace  them  satis- 
factonly  b>  the  &Bt, 

Some  facets  we  see  by  experience  proceed  regularly  from  ^  primary 
propeitie*  of  bodies,  or  ^leir  eecoodary  qualities  resulting  from  texture 
amd  ovguintioa :  others  follow  upon  their  application  to  one  another, 
withoBt  ow  knowing  what  brought  thsm  together :  others  again  are  the 
pro^Kt  pf  rahiBtan  aetkn.  These  three  then.  Nature,  Chance,  and  Pree- 
wiU,  pe  are  jwtificd  a  regarding  upon  common  occasions  as  origiqsl 
spnvgs  of  cvcnto.  bewuse  for  the  most  part  we  want  largeness  of  view  to 
diacem  tbeir  4e|iendeiKe  upon  higher  sources.  They  a^e  all  the  causes 
giving  birth  to  the  phaumena  falUog  under  our  observatioa :  but  among 
them  we  find  viatbje  footsteps  of  a  dioice,  and  contrivance,  that  requires 
another  cause  to  aocoi^^  for  it.    For  nature  operates  necessarily ;  chance 
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works  At  nmilom  without  preference  of  one  thing  above  another,  and 

thongh  voluntary  Agents  proceed  upon  an  idea  of  somethiiig  they  are 

about  to  do,  vet  we  see  them  BometimeB  acting  with  a  wisdom  not  their 

own,  towards  the  accomplishmeat  of  a  design  they  had  not  in  their 

thoughts. 

Whatever  therefore  bears  the  marks  of  a  wisdom  not  belonging  to  the 
known  causes  producing  it,  we  may  properly  style  Providential;  which 
term  bang  applied  to  things,  not  in  reapect  of  tiieir  real  essence,  but  of 
their  appearance  in  onr  eyes,  must  of  course  be  relative  to  ptuticular 
persons ;  that  being  providential  to  one  man  which  is  not  so  to  another, 
according  to  their  respective  underManding  and  lights.  Nevertheless,  there 
are  some  tlungs  appearing  obviously  so  to  every  eye  that  will  cast  an 
attentive  look  upon  them,  and  are  rather  unheeded  than  unseen  by  the 
generality  of  mankind.  These  lucid  spots  of  our  prospect,  wherein  the 
Image  of  Wisdom  and  EVovidence  stands  reflected,  we  shall  take  for  the 
sabject  of  our  present  inquiry. 

3.  And  it  is  by  this  reflected  Image  that  the  vwy  being  of  a  God  ia 
most  commonly  manifested.  We  have  attempted  other  proofs  of  his  ev- 
istence  in  the  last  volume  drawn  from  the  locahty,  the  numbers,  the  dif- 
ferent properties,  of  all  substances  falling  under  our  notice,  which  could 
not  exist  in  that  manner  necessarily  or  of  themselves,  and  therefore  require 
a  First  cause  to  assign  their  several  stations,  essences,  and  qualities.  But 
this  kind  of  argumentation  is  of  too  abstracted  a  nature  to  serve  for  com- 
mon use,  as  requiring  a  particular  preparation,  and  stretch  of  the  Unities 
to  pursue  it  without  ]o»ng  the  track.  Most  men,  and  perhaps  all  men 
upon  most  occasions,  content  themselves  with  the  three  causes  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  section,  without  looking  forward  for  any  further  sources 
from  whence  their  powers  of  operation  were  derived.  But  when  they 
behold  them  working  with  an  art  and  contrivance  that  is  not  in  their 
nature,  wben  they  see  necessity,  casualty,  and  ignorance,  bringing  excel- 
lent schemes  to  perfection :  this  at  once  convinces  them  o(  a  superior  intel- 
ligence, which  requires  no  nice  investigation  of  causes  to  discover.  For 
when  Agents  void  of  Wisdom  act  wisely,  it  is  plmn  there  must  be  some 
band  to  conduct  them ;  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  perceive  by  what 
springs  or  channels  of  communication  it  operates. 

So  that  here  wants  no  long  train  of  reasoning  to  lead  ns  into  the  know- 
ledge of  a  Providence.  Penetration  and  closeness  of  thought  have  no 
furdier  use  in  this  case  than  to  discover  the  fallacy  of  those  sophismB 
wherewith  persons  of  a  perverse  subtilty  of  refinement  have  overclouded 
the  most  apparent  truths.  The  plain  man  needs  no  assistance  here  from 
the  speculatist,  hut  may  say  to  him  as  Diogenes  did  to  Alexander,  Only 
please  to  stand  out  of  my  Sun-shine  Let  him  but  observe  the  phenomena 
before  hlin,  and  be  may  leave  them  to  work  their  own  effect  upon  hia 
imagination  :  it  is  bis  part  to  take  care  they  do  not  pass  without  his  No- 
tice, for  while  remaining  unheeded,  they  can  work  no  effect  at  all;  and 
if  not  fixed  in  the  remembrance,  their  effect  will  be  but  transitory  and  un- 
profitable. If  he  has  not  been  used  to  took  upon  these  objects,  he  will  do 
well  to  be^  with  those  he  finds  most  striking,  and  apt  to  raise  an  admi- 
ration in  hii  mind :  for  admiration  is  an  affection  or  gentler  kind  of  pas- 
sion, and  the  force  of  passion  is  necessary  to  rouse  up  an  habitual  insenm- 
bility ;  as  physicians  core  a  palsy  by  railing  a  fever. 

Extraordinary  phenomena,  and  effects  requiring  the  concurrence  of  manv 
causes  to  produce  them,  affect  ue  most  strongly ;  no'  can  admiration  keep 
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np  her  ^v  withont  fresh  fbel  to  be  rappUed  by  new  objects  occurring,  or 
at  least  such  as  ore  new  to  oor  tdwerrance ;  for  when  once  grown  familiHr 
they  loBC  their  efficacy  npon  ns.  When  the  Moos  interposes  between  ns 
and  the  Sun  so  as  to  cover  his  whole  Body,  it  sets  every  eye  agmpe, 
because  happening  bnt  once  or  twice  in  an  age  :  but  that  total  eclipse  ot 
the  Sun  of  numj  honrs'  continuance,  varying  the  employments  of  life,  made 
every  night  by  the  interposition  of  our  own  earth,  raises  emotion  in 
nobody ;  for  this  very  reason,  because  it  happens  every  night.  The  common 
air  we  breathe  gives  us  no  thought  of  Providence  because  it  is  so  common, 
lying  ready  at  the  lips  of  every  snimal  in  plenty  enough,  and  to  spare,  for 
the  nses  of  them  all ;  bnt  onr  food  and  clothing,  being  not  so  copiously 
dispersed  nor  obtruded  upon  ns  everywhere,  make  us  more  attentive  to  that 
admirable  provision  of  materials,  enabling  ns  to  procure  them  by  our  care 
and  industry. 

Yet  though  it  be  expedient  to  vary  our  objects  of  contemplation,  it  is 
not  so  to  crowd  them  too  thick :  for  then  they  will  have  no  better  eflect, 
than  if  they  had  not  been  varied  at  all.  When  one  reads  Derbam's  phy- 
sico-theolc^,  the  mind  Ls  tired  with  the  moltiplicity  of  proofe,  which 
rather  overwhelm  and  benumb  tbe  focnlty  of  admiration,  than  ezdte  it : 
a  short  general  description  of  the  bonun  mechanism,  with  a.  few  of  the 
moat  curious  parts,  would  perhaps  have  answered  the  purpose  more  effec- 
tually, than  that  etaborote  treatise.  For  it  is  not  enough  to  consider  the 
justness  and  weight  of  our  evidence,  without  consulting  likewise  the  ca- 
parity  and  present  disposition  of  the  mind,  that  is  to  receive  it :  for  the 
most  wbolesome  aliments  crammed  immediately  will  bring  on  a  heaviness 
instead  of  enlivening,  and  the  most  palatable  will  nauseate  when  the  appe- 
tite is  not  set  towards  them.  It  is  a  vulgar  saying,  that  one  man  may 
lead  a  Horse  to  water,  but  twenty  men  cannot  nuke  him  drink :  therefore 
we  shall  succeed  best  by  watching  favoorable  seasons,  such  as  after  an 
escape  from  some  imminent  danger,  when  the  mind  is  most  susceptible  of 
impression,  and  appljitng  the  objects  we  find  most  suitable  to  our  temper, 
as  striking  most  forcibly  npon  ns. 

It  is  a  too  common  mistake,  among  persons  of  a  pious  tnn,  to  take  their 
opinion  of  things  providential  Irom  ueir  teachers :  the  reality  of  a  Provi- 
dence they  may  reasonably  take  upon  the  credit  cd  othere  of  larger  nn- 
derstandir^  and  ondonbtwl  integrity,  though  it  is  better  if  they  con  be 
brought  to  see  it  themselves,  and  for  that  porpose  they  are  exhorted  to 
observe  things  passing  providentially  around  them.  Bnt  Providential,  as 
has  been  observed  already,  does  not  imply  what  derives  from  the  hand  of 
Providence,  bnt  what  carries  an  evidence  of  that  original,  in  viuble  marks 
npon  it :  now  nothing  can  be  evidence  to  him  who  does  not  discern  tbe 
force  of  it  with  his  own  eyes,  llierefore  when  things  are  propounded  as 
providential,  let  a  man  examine  impartially  and  conrngeously  whether  he 
feds  them  operate  as  such  npon  his  imagination :  if  he  does  not,  they  are 
not  providential  to  him. 

To  pretend  ourselves  convinced  of  the  divine  govenunent  npon  reasons 
that  do  not  appear  valid  in  onr  judgment,  is  a  mockery  uf  God  and  a 
deception  of  ounelves :  for  they  will  never  strengthen  our  sense  of  his 
dominion,  the  only  good  frnit  expected  from  them.  Our  duty  is  not  to 
make  reasons  bnt  to  search  for  them,  and  inculcate  such  as  we  find  most 
cogent  upon  onr  memory.  Nevertheless,  though  every  man  must  weigh 
his  evidence  himself  another  may  point  out  the  sources  from  whence  it  is  to 
be  fetched,  and  prepare  it  for  the  scale :  to  which  service  we  shall  now 
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endeavow  to  lend  our  helping;  hand  by  tome  few  olmervatioM  that  ina|r 
tend  to  proioote  it.  For  we  do  not  rataa  to  enonier^e  the  evidencea  of  k 
Miperiateodiog  ^id&nce  i  this  would  take  up  more  of  our  time  end  labour, 
than  we  can  ipare  from  other  matters,  aod  ha»  already  been  done  suffi. 
cieutly,  as  well  by  divines  as  philosopbers :  we  cmly  purpose  to  make  some 
more  general  observations  without  regarding  whether  they  be  new,  or  have 
been  made  by  others  before. 

4,  All  efiects  lying  within  the  reach  of  our  notice  were  the  produce  of 
nature,  chonoe,  or  freewill :  which  three  therefore  are  the  fidds  we  have  to 
survey.  But  works  performed  by  the  contrivaoce  and  industry  of  man 
aSorda  ns  no  marks  c^  a  superior  intelligence,  his  own  power  and  sagacity 
being  sufficient  for  their  production  i  yet  if  we  conuder  hu  powers  of  actiou, 
the  talents  of  hit  understanding',  the  materials  he  has  to  woi^  with,  none 
of  which  he  made  for  himself,  we  must  refer  them  to  the  gift  of  nature :  ii 
the  drcnmstance*  concurring  to  furnish  him  with  opportunities  and  motives 
for  acting,  the  purposes  whereto  he  co-operates,  different  or  even  contrary 
to  those  be  had  in  view,  we  must  acknowledge  chance  to  have  a  great 
share  in  his  proceedmgs.  Wherefore  voluntary  agency,  ao  far  as  we  have 
concern  with  it  at  present,  becomes  absorbed  into  the  other  two,  leaving 
nature  and  chance  alone  for  the  subject  of  our  nraini  nation. 

InttJligence  is  manifested  two  ways,  either  by  means  supplied  to  answer 
the  end  we  may  conceive  to  have  been  had  in  view,  thoi^  we  do  not 
discern  the  methods  by  which  they  were  pr^iared ;  or  else  by  the  ctm- 
trivance  apparent  in  productions,  though  we  do  not  see  what  end  they 
answer :  the  former  more  particularly  gives  na  the  display  of  Providence, 
the  latter  of  the  wiedom  wherewith  it  is  administered.  But  where  we  can 
dtscera  both  the  art  and  the  usee  it  serves,  the  evidenoe  is  double,  and  if 
well  attended  to  must  strike  with  double  force  upon  the  mind.  Our  own 
pleasure  and  profit  being  ever  uppennoet  in  our  thooghts,  whatever  contri- 
butes to  the  general  convenience  and  accommodation  of  human  life,  wherein 
we  may  have  a  share,  is  moat  apt  to  draw  our  attention :  therefore  the 
good  and  well  being  of  mankind  is  the  end  we  can  most  readily  conceive  to 
have  beai  had  in  view,  and  the  means  ccmducing  thereto  will  be  easiest 
received  as  evidence  of  a  provideM  care  and  coneem  in  supplying  them. 

As  to  the  brute  creation,  it  is  customary  bo  des^se  them  as  bdow  the 
divine  r^ard,  yet  if  there  be  a  man  so  singularly  open-hearted  as  to  deem 
them,  too,  and  such  enjoyments  as  they  are  capable  of.  worth  a  thought  of 
that  power  who  can  tVwk  of  everything  without  neglecting  anything,  he 
will  bSTB  a  larger  field  of  Providence  before  him,  and  find  eridencee  wanting 
to  other  people.  Nevertheless  if  we  will  not  allow  them  to  deaerre  eonoem 
for  their  own  sokes,  still  since  meny  of  them  are  subservient  and  necessary 
to  our  usee,  we  may  k>^  iqion  the  [wwisions  nisde  for  their  preservalioa 
as  a  resBOter  means  promoting  our  favourite  end.  Asd  with  respect  to 
insects,  a^  other  anhnel*  Menung  wholly  nsdew,  we  oaf  diiceni  a  ecw- 
trivance  in  the  methods  provide^  tor  their  breeding  ind  witcaaacc,  thongk 
we  should  not  be  sensible  of  any  good  nnrpose  aBSwered  thenJjy. 

5.  If  we  saw  a  house  stored  with  turnUure,  ntensik,  and  victuals,  the 
gardens  j^ted  with  herbs  and  froit-treea.  Hie  gronnds  stoiAed  with  cows, 
horses,  posltry,  sod  deer,  oU  in  a  nMimar  filled  for  tke  cstertainmeot  aad 
omvenienoe  of  a  family;  we  should  oertaioly  eoodude  there  was  soooc 
Blaster,  who  had  taken  care  to  provide  these  supplies  for  (Jm  aasa  yrbtreta 
they  were  respectively  proper.  Or  if  an  igiioraBt  penon  went  into  a  rooas 
where  anoug  tcales,  weights,  compasses,  veuures,  nod  otkcr  tbiogs  at 
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commoD  noe.  he  abovld  find  qtndrantB,  parallel  rulera,  theodolites,  and 
aimillsrjr  B|riieree,  of  vhich  he  had  do  notion  what  they  were  good  for,  nor 
could  nnderstaod  the  figures  upon  tbem :  yet  he  might  know  without  telling, 
that  theae  were  the  works  of  some  artificer  proceeding  with  skill  and  con- 
trivance, who  made  them  for  porpoeea  well  worth  the  care  he  had  bestowed 
upon  them. 

la  this  manner  we  constandy  reason  upon  common  oocasions,  and  there 
wants  only  the  proper  atteation  to  lead  lu  into  the  like  train  of  thinking 
upon  the  phenomena  of  visible  nature.  For  there  we  may  perceive  amfde 
provision  made  in  -net  variety  for  the  nnmetons  family  of  Adam.  Corn, 
fruits,  poise,  herbs,  cattle,  and  fowl  for  our  sustenance ;  wool  and  flax  for 
our  clothing;  drugs  and  umples  for  our  relief;  air  for  our  breathing; 
timber,  stone,  lime,  and  brick-earth  for  oar  habitation;  wood  and  coal  for 
our  firing ;  beasts  of  burden  for  our  assistance ;  winds  to  purify  our  atmos- 
phere, to  refresh  our  heats,  and  waft  os  from  shore  to  tdiore ;  variety  of 
soils  and  cUnutes  to  bear  ns  a  produce  of  every  kind ;  dews  and  rains  to 
make  them  yield  ns  their  iDoettse.  Hie  sea,  that  original  source  of  water 
■o  necessary  to  ns  for  ma^y  uses,  serves  likewise  to  Basociate  diataiit  nations 
by  opening  the  communication  of  commerce.  The  Sun  dififiises  his  warmUi 
and  light  to  cherish  us :  the  Moon  helps  to  lessen  oar  darkness,  and  the 
tides  she  raises  assist  our  nav%ation.  The  distant  stars  guide  n*  over  the 
boundless  ocean  and  iohoqntable  desert,  extend  the  fields  of  sdence  to  an 
immensity  of  space,  and  turn  the  ru^ed  biuw  ot  night  into  a  cheerfbl 
scene  of  contemidatton. 

Even  within  the  narrow  oompMs  of  our  own  bodies,  we  carry  about  no 
inconsiderable  stores,  wiHiont  wbidt  we  coald  not  receive  benefit  from  those 
without  us.  We  have  engines  of  digestion  and  secretion,  firings  and 
channels  of  circulation,  limbs  for  instrumentB  of  action,  bones  for  our  sup* 
port  and  p-otection,  otgons  of  speed)  for  our  mutual  intercourse.  We  have 
■ppetites  to  stimulate,  senses  to  inform,  the  faculties  of  remembering,  com- 
paring, distinguishing,  judging,  to  enlighten,  andreasmi  to  direct  na.  Nei- 
ther no  we  want  sources  of  enjoyment  and  pleasure,  either  in  the  capacity 
of  our  senses  and  affections  (rf  joy,  h<^,  admiration,  and  innocent  mirth  to 
receive  them,  or  the  plentiful  enp^y  of  external  objects  fitted  tn  give  them. 

Attdamoog  those  of  nature's  productions  wherein  we  do  not  find  onr  im- 
mediate account,  we  may  yet  see  a  variety  and  regularity  of  disposition  that 
most  be  tbe  eflect  of  deeign  and  eonaommate  skill  to  conduct  it.  He  four 
elements  though  formed  out  of  the  same  matter,  yet  have  severally  so  stable 
a  constitution,  that  they  can  mingb  perpetually  without  changing  into  one 
another ;  and  by  their  difierent  commixtures  produce  other  secondary  ele- 
ments, as  salts  fixed  and  volatile,  adds,  alkalies,  spirits  of  different  kinds ; 
whichbeing  mingled  together  in  suitable  proportions  generate  all  the  grosser 
bodies  we  see  and  handle.  By  this  wond^^  joiu-wi»k  the  stores  of  nature 
are  anpplied  in  an  endless  multiplicity  of  species,  having  their  seventl  essences 
distinguishing  tktta  apart,  hard  or  soft,  compact  or  loose,  dry  or  humid, 
elastic,  flexible,  unyielding,  glutinons,  fluid,  or  cdtereat. 

The  earth  contutu  within  her  bowels  abwadoDce  of  soils,  stones,  fossils, 
minerals^  metalB,  ductile,  malleaUe,  fusible,  brittle,  or  Uquid,  and  disposes 
the  parts  of  her  diamonds  and  her  crystals  with  such  an  amazing  artifice,  as 
that  though  some  of  the  compactest  substances,  yet  they  afford  an  easy  pas- 
si^  (or  tiw  light  to  traverse  through  them  in  aU  directions.  The  air  sus- 
tains vapours  of  opposite  qualities,  aqueous,  nitrous,  and  inflammable ;  some 
to  M  in  dews  and  rains,  some  to  bind  vp  the  hail,  the  snow,  and  hmr  frwt. 
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Mtd  lome  to  dart  in  lightninge  and  meteors.  Water  aerrM  for  the  basis  of 
many  liquors,  varying  according  to  tlie  chaunds  throngfa  which  it  pawee, 
whether  the  strata  of  earth,  or  little  vessels  of  fruits  and  plants,  or  secretory 
ducts  of  animals.  Fire  performs  the  twofold  office  of  giving  heat  and  light : 
by  the  former  it  operates  diversely  in  baking,  melting,  consolidating,  dtsai' 
pating,  or  evaporatiiig  ;  in  the  latter  it  appears  under  Beven  principal  forma 
besides  the  multitodes  of  colours  mode  of  them  by  composition,  and  it  seems 
to  be  the  principal  giving  actrritr  to  hot  seeds,  and  drugs,  and  spirituoos 
liquors. 

Then  if  we  turn  our  eyes  upon  the  vegetable  tribes,  we  may  see  them,  in 
countless  moltitndeB  of  trees,  shruhs,  weeds,  moases,  funguses,  cover  the 
ground  or  produced  in  the  water :  each  growing,  spreading,  and  flourishing 
by  peculiar  laws  adapted  to  its  own  kind,  and  all  worked  in  such  exacbieaa 
and  nicety  of  art,  as  the  greateat  human  ingenuity  could  not  imitate :  their 
sap  vessels  curiously  bound  up  together  within  the  stem,  or  dispersed  among 
the  roots  and  branches,  their  leaves  wrought  much  finer  than  needlework, 
their  flowers  of  many  different  makes,  hues,  and  odours,  their  teed  dlversdy 
produced,  lodged,  and  constituted,  and  their  several  parts  having  different 
tastes  or  qualities  dependent  upon  their  intemal  texture. 

Yet  are  these  wonders  of  the  vegetative  world  surpassed  by  those  of  the 
animal,  whose  frame  contains  a  more  complicated  machinery  aqwble  of  more 
admirable  play :  for  beudes  the  engines  of  growth  and  nutriment  analogous 
in  both,  the  latter  are  furnished  with  organs  of  sensation,  and  instrumentH  of 
activity,  enabling  them  to  remove  from  place  to  place,  and  make  their  uses  of 
things  lying  within  their  reach.  Nor  do  they  less  display  a  richness  of 
invention  in  the  variety  of  thdr  forms  among  birds,  beasts,  fishes,  and 
insects,  fitted  for  flying,  or  walking,  or  creeping,  or  cUnging,  or  mining, 
or  swimming,  covered  with  feathers,  or  wool,  or  hair,  or  ahells,  or 
scales,  armed  with  horns,  or  toska,  or  daws,  or  stinga :  some  living  in 
communities  sociable  aa  man,  othera  working  with  a  sagacity  unknown 
to  him,  othera  again  without  either  sbeugth,  or  canning,  Eubeisting  merely 
by  their  multitudes. 

Nor  can  we  help  remarking  those  surprising  instincts  that  severally 
guide  them  to  their  harbours,  their  foods,  their  ways  of  breeding  and  pre- 
servation, instruct  them  to  build  their  nests,  to  make  their  combs,  to  spin 
their  webs,  and  provide  for  the  future,  without  knowledge  of  their  wants. 
And  when  we  reflect  that  many  animals  can  find  their  commodious  habitation 
only  in  one  particular  kind  of  plant,  which  they  do  not  fail  to  find  ready  for 
them  at  their  proper  season,  as  if  the  vegetable  kingdom  were  in  league  to 
support  the  animal,  we  shall  be  penuaded  that  both  were  comprehended 
within  the  same  design,  suiting  the  qualities  of  the  one  to  the  occasions  of 
the  other. 

6.  ThoB  far  we  have  conmdered  things  in  separate  lights,  as  useful  to  hu- 
man life,  or  as  artificial  in  their  production  or  structure :  if  we  [voceed  to 
contemplate  such  as  may  stand  in  both  lights,  wherein  the  use  and  the  con- 
trivance are  equally  obvious,  we  shall  stiU  find  an  ample  field  to  range  in. 
For  we  may  observe  by  what  an  admirable  train  of  preparations  the  vege- 
table kind  perfects  plenty  of  materials  for  our  occasions :  cm^  and  pulse  and 
fruits  for  our  sustenance,  flax  and  cotton  for  our  clothing,  roots,  and  leaves, 
and  woods,  for  our  manufactures  and  entertainment,  oils,  liquors,  gunu, 
and  drags  for  our  uses  and  amusements,  even  reede  and  rushes  for  some 
little  purposes  we  can  turn  them  to. 

How  many  animals  are  wonderfUly  formed  and  furnished  in  varicus 
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-wayt.  fbrsnpplytng  our  wants  and  gratifying  our  desires  1  Cattle,  fowl,  and 
fish  for  our  iiDuiiHhment,  the  viper,  die  enail,  the  cantharidee  for  our 
health,  the  horse  and  the  ox  endued  with  strength  and  docihty  for  dot  ser- 
vices :  their  parts  and  even  excrescences  adapted  to  our  uses,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  creatures  that  bore  them  ;  oil,  tallow,  glne,  cochineal,  ivory,  born, 
hair,  wool,  the  nice  texture  of  quills  and  feathers,  the  curious  net-work  of 
hides,  capable  of  being  rendered  durable  to  preserve  oar  records  agaiast  the 
injuries  of  time,  or  soAeued  into  a  covering  for  our  tender  flesh,  or  worked 
almost  as  dose  and  compact  as  wood :  their  instincts  severally  disposing 
them  to  contribute  towards  oar  benefit  end  pleaaore.  The  fearless  mastW 
guards  our  houses ;  the  faithful  sheep-dc^  easiEte  in  tending  our  flocks ;  the 
sagacious  hound  and  busy  spaniel  supply  what  we  want  by  the  dulness  of 
our  senses;  the  watchful  cat,  the  digging  rook,  and  the  insidious  spider, 
help  to  clear  us  from  vermin ;  the  solitary  silk-worm  imprisons  herself  in 
her  cell  to  lay  the  groand-work  of  our  manufactures  ;  the  little  fly  sits  boring 
the  oak-leaf  to  btw  ink  for  our  (»rrespondence ;  the  indefatigable  bee  la- 
bours with  inimitable  art  to  furnish  wax  and  honey  for  our  entertainment ; 
the  winged  choristers  gladden  our  hearts  with  their  music,  delight  our  eyes 
with  their  variegated  plumage,  please  our  curiosity  with  the  nice  architec- 
tore  of  their  nests,  and  skilful  vigilance  in  tending  their  young,  and  mnltiply 
the  joys  of  spring. 

llien  what  a  world  of  wonders  necessary  for  our  uses  does  this  microcosm, 
the  human  body,  contain !  what  moltitade  of  vessels,  glands,  and  ducts,  to 
concoct  and  distribute  our  aliment !  what  artificial  structure  and  excellent 
disposition  of  muscles  and  joints  to  serve  far  instruments  of  action !  what 
amazing  nicety  in  the  organs  d  sense  ?  the  eye  with  her  humours  and 
tnnides  math^natically  placed  and  proportioned  among  one  another;  the 
ear  in  winding  mazes  modulating  the  vibrations  of  air  into  sounds ;  the 
nerves  in  imperceptiUe  threads  running  everywhere  through  the  fleshy 
parts,  yet  returning  their  notices  without  impeiliment  from  the  farthest  ex- 
tremities of  our  Umbs.  And  all  this  complicated  machinery  containing  an 
infinitude  of  multiform  works,  bound  up  in  one  little  compass,  yet  with 
such  stupendous  skill  as  that  they  do  not  interfere  with  one  another's  ope- 
rations, nor  &U  into  disorder  upon  our  motions. 

I  do  not  know  whether  1  may  go  on  to  instance  in  that  part  of  our  con- 
stitution enabling  us  to  make  improvement  in  knowledge,  acquisitions  of 
habit,  dexterity,  and  accomplishment;  because  these  are  currently  supposed 
to  reside  in  the  mind  itself,  distinguished  from  everything  material.  If 
any  man  can  aatisfy  himself  tliat  a  perceptive  Being  may  contain  knowledge 
it  does  not  perceive,  as  we  certainly  do  not,  and  cannot  with  all  our  in- 
dustry, call  to  mind  the  thousandth  part  of  all  the  knowledge  we  possess, 
or  have  habitual  sentiments  wherewith  it  is  not  continually  aflected,  I  shall 
not  argue  the  point  with  him.  For  my  part  I  cannot  conceive,  how  an  im- 
provement of  knowledge  or  alteration  <A  character  can  be  effected  without 
a  change  of  modiJication,  or  new  arrangement  of  parts,  which  cannot  take 
place  in  a  simple  spirit  uncompounded  of  parts :  therefore  I  must  attribute 
them  to  a  mental  organization,  composed  of  fine  material  substance,  striking 
perceptions  momentarily  upon  the  mind,  in  the  manner  of  external  objects. 
And  how  exquisitdy  must  this  composition  be  framed  to  give  us  that 
infinite  and  yet  regular  variety  of  play  we  experience  I  Let  any  man  take 
an  English  dictionary,  and  reflect  that  he  knows  the  meaning  of  almotit 
every  word  in  that  thidc  volume,  that  they  present  him  with  new  ideas 
according  as  they  are  compounded  in  different  styles,  solemn,  familiv. 
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It^cal,  rfaetorical,  poetical,  and  hmnoroua :  let  him  consider  how  many 
transactions,  6icea,  and  pUces  be  can  remember,  bow  many  affections  and 
sentiments  he  possesses,  how  many  points  of  common  knowledge  he  is 
expert  in,  how  many  ways  of  acting  he  has  expenenoe  of,  each  whereof 
rise  readily  to  his  view  as  the  oocaaion  happens  to  iotrodnce  them,  or  as  he 
pleases  to  call  them  Dp  for  hie  use  or  amnsement,  following  the  regular 
trains  without  coofuHioa,  or  interfering-  with  one  anotha* :  let  him  consider 
what  a  multitude  of  woi4u  mnst  be  requisite  for  these  purposes,  and  what 
consommate  dull  to  rwige  them  all  in  proper  order,  within  a  place  smaller 
perluqw  than  can  be  imagined,  and  he  will  be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  our 
mental  orgaikization  ia  still  more  admir&ble  than  the  system  of  our  grosser 
maclunery. 

7.  Between  the  provinces  of  nature  and  chance,  there  lies  a  tract  claimed 
by  both,  or  shared  in  common  between  them  :  I  mean  the  proportions  and 
situations  of  bodies  with  respect  to  one  another,  and  the  motions  among 
them  usually  called  the  order  of  nature  ;  which  she  preserves  by  her  neces- 
sary agency,  but  was  first  put  into  it  by  causes  unknown,  and  accidental  to 
vs.  For  diough  the  Moon  be  holden  in  her  course  by  the  two  known  laws 
of  perseverance  in  a  rectilinear  motion,  and  external  attraction,  yet  we 
know  no  laws  of  nature  that  shonld  place  her  predeely  in  the  orbit  where 
she  roUs,  nor  give  her  just  the  tangential  impulse  requisite  to  retain  her 
in  it. 

Within  this  intercommoned  tract  we  may  reckon  the  distances  of  the 
planets  primary  and  secondary,  from  their  respective  centres,  their  solidi- 
ties, magnitudes,  and  phases,  their  centripetal  and  centrifiigBl  forces,  to 
nearly  balancing  as  to  keep  them  in  almost  circular  paths :  the  eccentric 
orbits  of  comets,  whose  plains  cross  those  of  the  others  at  very  large  angles, 
so  as  never  to  disturb  their  r^ularity  by  a  too  near  attraction.  The  diumal 
rotation  (rf our  globe  givingns  the  vicissitudes  of  night  and  day ;  the  oblique 
position  of  its  axis  ever  parallel  to  itself,  that  winter  and  summer,  seed- 
time and  harvest,  may  never  fail ;  the  di^tosition  of  its  surface  into  moun- 
taias,  plains,  and  valleys,  islands,  seas,  bays,  and  harbours :  the  distribu- 
tion of  rivers,  the  diversity  of  soils  for  the  accommodation  of  human  life, 
the  burning  sands,  the  frozen  zones,  the  subterraneous  exhalations  whereon 
depend  the  variations  of  wind  and  weather,  many  times  so  necessary  to  be 
attended  to,  yet  proceeding  upon  rules  which  no  human  ingenuity  can  re- 
duce into  a  sdence.  The  just  admeasurement  of  the  elements,  that  water 
may  not  abonnd  to  overwhelm  us,  nor  air  fall  deficient,  nor  earth  sweU  to  a 
grtaUx  mass  than  could  be  duly  moistened,  nor  fire  pass  its  proper  boun- 
daries :  that  universal  element  which  carries  on  an  intercourse  between  all 
parts  of  the  world,  beaming  in  kindly  warmth  from  the  distant  Sun,  and 
travelling  immeasuraUe  joomeye  from  the  remotest  coDstellatioDS.  The 
generation  of  metals  in  such  suitable  quantities  as  that  gold  and  silver  are 
not  too  plentiful  to  serve  ns  for  money,  nor  iron  and  copper  too  scarce  to 
fomish  the  artificer  with  instruments  and  the  housekeeper  with  utenwls. 
ThfC  appropriation  of  plants,  and  fruits,  and  animals,  and  other  commodities 
to  particular  countries ;  whereby  commerce  is  rendered  necessary,  and  an 
acquaintance  introduced  among  the  several  nations  upon  earth. 

Nor  must  we  omit  the  uses  and  qualities  assigned  to  animals,  wherein  we 
can  turn  them  most  commodiously  to  our  advantage :  we  have  not  our  wool 
to  seek  from  the  dangerous  lion,  nor  want  the  untameable  tiger  to  plough 
our  grounds  ;  but  the  ox.  the  horse,  and  the  sheep  have  docility  and  ma- 
ijageableness  given  them  for  their  characteristic-     Creatures  saleable  in  the 
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bit  or  maricet  are  made  much  more  prolific  than  those  of  the  savage  kind. 
Ponhry  and  mbbits  keep  within  their  accustomed  puriieus;  bat  nobody 
knowB  There  to  find  the  coane-grained  heron,  or  tihe  worthlew  axkao. 
Hie  farnity  of  bees  abide  patiently  in  the  habitation  we  please  to  assign 
them,  bat  the  libertine  ant  will  choose  her  own  settlement  from  ivhich  she 
is  hardly  to  be  expelled ;  obeeqaiousnees  and  different  kinds  of  sagacity  are 
joined  in  the  several  tribes  of  dogs  ;  credulity  brings  the  wild  dock  into  our 
decoys,  and  the  greediness  of  swine  makes  the  very  oflal  of  onr  houses 
valuable,  if  we  consider  lastly  the  reigning  animal  Man,  who  sabsists  by 
sodety,  and  receives  his  protection,  his  necessaries,  and  aocommodationB, 
from  the  united  iaboars  of  many  persons  diversely  qualified,  we  shall  see 
how  thmr  constitationa  and  talents  are  prudently  distributed  among  tKem  : 
M  that  hands  are  not  wanted  for  every  office  of  life,  whether  active  or  se- 
dentary, rentoresome  or  caatious,  robust,  or  delicate ;  how  the  sexes  are 
equally  proportioned,  how  the  natural  temper  of  some  persons  sets  examples 
ot  virtue  to  others,  and  even  their  vices  are  so  counterpoised  as  to  check 
and  correct  one  another. 

8.  Having  traversed  the  confines  Iving  under  on  intermingled  jurisdic- 
tion, we  may  enter  the  province  peculiar  to  chance  or  fortune,  containing 
Ae  multitude  of  events  extraordinsry,  unaccoimtnble,  or  produced  by  the 
,  concurrence  of  undiscoverable  caases :  which  we  may  distribute  into  three 
dasees,  as  they  affect  the  human  nice,  or  particnkr  kingdonts,  or  single 
persons.  Under  the  first  we  may  rank  those  lucky  hits  which  have  given 
rise  to  arts,  mannfmctures,  and  sciences  :  printing  and  gunpowder  were 
effects  of  mere  cnrioaity  and  accident :  the  Pergomcnians  irere  put  upon 
making  parchment  by  bemg  denied  the  unportation  of  pap«-  from  Eg^it : 
Pythagoras  is  recorded  to  have  learned  the  rudiments  of  music  fi^  a 
smith's  anvil :  and  It  is  said  the  first  sugar-baker  was  a  pigeon,  who,  fiying 
from  a  house-top  with  some  dost  of  Ute  mortar  sticking  to  his  feet  perched 
npon  melted  molasses,  the  heat  drove  him  off  again  in  an  instant,  tnit  the 
liquor  in  thot  part  where  he  had  lit,  was  found  clarified  jnst  in  the  shape  of 
his  claw.  But  without  building  upon  legendary  tales,  a  little  observation 
may  show  ns  how  a  particoltcr  turn  of  genius  and  situation  in  life  leads  men 
into  useful  inventiDns,  and  favourable  circumstances  concur  to  give  them 
encoiiragement. 

How  many  profitable  discoveries  in  chymistry  have  taken  birth  from 
that  whiiii8i<»l  notion  of  finding  the  philosopher's  stone  ?  For  how  many 
ages  did  men  know  the  magnetic  virtues  of  the  load-stone,  without  observ- 
ing  it  gave  a  polarity  to  the  needle  ?  With  whst  obstinacy  did  Columbus 
pursue  a  project  appearing  chimerical,  till  he  opened  a  passage  to  the  new 
world  ?  from  what  small  beginnings  have  religions  and  sects  in  philosophy 
been  spread  wide  by  persona  of  singular  characters  appearing  in  critical 
seasons  ?  What  a  series  of  uncommon  circumstances,  both  vrith  respect  to 
internal  polity,  and  the  condition  of  foreign  nations,  contributed  to  lay  the 
fbnndation  of  the  Macedonian  and  Roman  greatness,  and  extend  it  over 
half  the  globe?  And  in  remote  consequence  of  these  inventions  and  inci- 
dents,  mankind  is  become  better  cemented  and  civilized ;  though  the  earth 
b*  ftiller  pe<^Ied,  the  nations  of  it  are  fewer,  every  country  has  some  inter* 
course  with  others,  and  the  more  barbarous  gradually  take  a  tinctui*  irotn 
the  more  humane  ;  so  that  the  Tuiia  can  now  depose  without  murdering, 
and  discharge  their  minitters  by  other  methods  than  the  bow-string ;  the 
wild  Tartars  are  brought  into  some  degree  of  subjection,  uid  the  roving 
Arabs  kept  a  little  in  subordinatitm  under  their  better  policied  neighboun. 
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9.  To  the  second  cIom  we  may  refer  the  springs  working  in  the  rise,  the 
growth,  or  the  decay  of  kingdoms.  Imbecility  of  counsels,  corruption  of 
DMUiners,  or  jealousies  among  the  great,  have  broken  ranpires  to  pieces ; 
and  extraordinary  persons  or  remarkable  incidents  have  generated  new  mo* 
DATchiee  or  commonwealthH  out  of  their  ruins.  Intrepidity,  policy,  wisdom, 
and  Bometitues  enthusiasm,  popularity,  or  desperation  of  one  man,  has  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  state,  or  caused  a  total  revolution,  enslaved  or  restored 
it  to  liberty,  advanced  it  to  riches  and  strength,  i»'  thrown  all  things  into 
confusion ;  nor  are  precedents  wanting  of  this  confusion  instructing  those 
who  suffer  by  it,  how  to  settle  things  again  upon  a  more  sohd  establishment. 

Little  colonies  from  Egypt  and  Asia  have  grown  into  the  flourishing  re- 
publics of  Greece :  the  ov^owinga  of  northern  adventurerv  erected  and 
cantoned  their  military  governments,  which  fay  various  successes  and 
changes  of  constitution  have  been  modelled  into  their  present  form.  Com- 
merce has  migrated  from  the  Phcenicians  to  the  Venetians,  from  them  to 
the  Dutch,  and  now  extends  its  influence  over  all  the  people  of  Europe,  but 
shedding  the  largest  portion  upon  our  own  country.  Learning  and  aocom- 
plishment  have  had  their  vidssitudes  of  darkness  and  splendour,  reason 
and  superstition  have  pursued  each  other  over  most  quarters  of  the  globe. 
Wealth,  strengtii,  and  prosperity  have  travelled  three  successive  ages 
through  Spain,  France,  and  Britain,  making  the  two  former,  in  their  turns, 
the  terror,  and  the  last  the  protection  of  their  weaker  neighbours,  with  the 
better  prospect  of  continuing  so,  by  how  much  the  balance  of  power  and 
preservation  of  liberty  are  a  more  durable  basis  of  greatneos,  than  pursuit 
of  niurersal  monardiy. 

Nor  do  we  want  striking  objects  of  reflection  in  the  annals  of  our  own 
history ;  where  we  may  see  how  the  crown,  the  church,  and  the  barons 
struggling  which  should  have  the  tyrannizing  over  the  people,  frustrated 
each  other's  aims ;  until  one  king  by  a  stretch  of  law  broke  the  nobles' 
power,  and  another  by  overawing  the  legislature  compelled  them  to  disarm 
the  hierarchy.  How  opportunely  the  shortness  of  Mary's,  and  length  of 
Elizabeth's  reigo,  delivered  us  from  the  greatest  domestic  and  foreign 
dangers.  How  the  total  neglect  of  true  policy,  the  wroag-grounded  piety 
and  obstinacy,  the  selfishness  and  greedy  extravagance,  the  furious  bigotry 
of  succeeding  counsels,  opened  the  way  to  our  present  happy  situation  by 
the  must  unpromising  paths. 

But  upon  this  article  we  must  repeat  what  has  been  noted  before,  that 
the  same  events  are  providential,  or  not,  to  different  persons,  according  to 
the  opinion  they  entertain  of  their  being  desirable  or  mischievous :  for  what 
does  not  appear  conducing  to  some  end,  apprehended  good,  will  not  easily 
be  admitted  as  evidence  of  a  superintending  care.  Therefore  the  Papist 
sees  nothing  further  than  chance  io  the  many  circumstances  concurring  to 
the  reformation,  nor  the  believer  in  divine  hereditary  right,  in  all  that  cou- 
tributed  to  turn  aside  the  bnear  succession ;  or  at  most  they  refer  these 
things  to  the  secret  counsels  of  Heaven,  which  must  ever  remain  unfathom- 
able by  human  understaading.  But  there  is  no  occasion  to  urge  exception- 
able evidences,  since  there  is  such  plenty  that  every  man  may  find  enough 
in  incidents  that  have  brought  on  an  issue  he  will  acknowledge  fortunate 
and  profitable, 

10.  We  proceed  lasdy  to  the  third  class  of  events,  those  affecting  ungle 
persons.  And  as  the  dispensations  of  fortune  are  more  commonly  taken 
for  providential,  than  the  establishments  of  nature,  because  more  remark- 
able, extraordiuarv,  and  less  involving  us  in  a  long  chain  of  orior  causes  i 
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•o  wlMterer  aSea»  a  man's  private  intereitB,  toncbe*  hiro  stronger  than 
thoBc  of  the  comm  unity,  or  mankind  in  gvneral.  For  we  are  ul  of  the 
utmoat  importance  to  onnelTn,  and  think  everything  condudng  to  our 
bene6t  wdl  worthy  regard ;  oonceming  onraelveri  tittle  with  other  thinga, 
Boy  farther  than  as  we  expect  to  be  Bharera  in  their  conseqnencea.  There- 
fore let  every  maabeftow  a  httle  paina  in  reflecting  on  the  cirenmetancea  of 
hia  own  ntoation,  and  the  various  accidents  that  placed  him  in  it. 

If  be  does  not  know  what  brought  his  parents  together,  or  their  parents 
and  ancestors,  or  fixed  them  in  one  particular  qnarter,  or  profession,  or 
conne  of  life ;  yet'he  may  be  assured  all  these  things  depended  upon  k 
thcnsand  chancea,  eadi  of  whi<;ji  happening  otherwise  be  would  not  have 
been  what  he  ia  at  present,  but  might  have  been  bom  at  another  time,  in 
another  conntry,  or  of  another  ftimily,  or  wanted  those  conveniences  and 
advantages  of  life  he  now  possesses.  If  he  cannot  tell  what  causes  operate 
in  forming  and  ftuliioning  the  child  before  birth,  yet  there  ronat  have  been 
a  particular  disposition  of  them  to  determine  his  constitution,  his  talents, 
and  his  natural  temperament,  in  the  manner  he  finds  them  :  for  he  may 
have  learned  that  half  the  children  die  before  seven  years  old ;  that  many 
oome  into  the  world  maimed,  weakly,  and  unhealthful,  and  I  suppose  will 
allow  readily  enough,  there  are  multitudes  whose  mental  endownieata  fall 
diort  of  bis  own.  Let  him  then  contemplate  the  hazards  of  in&ncy  he  has 
ran  through,  the  advantages  of  ctniverse  and  experience  afibrded,  and 
favourable  occurrences  befalling  him  in  life :  how  many  dai^rs  he  has 
escaped,  how  many  disappointments  he  has  avoided,  and  how  many  follies 
he  has  committed  without  drawing  on  the  consequences  naturally  expectant 
upon  them. 

These  considerations  would  be  more  frequently  attended  to  and  have 
greater  efficacy  upon  the  minds  of  men,  if  it  were  not  for  the  common 
humour  of  picking  out  cross  accidents  to  ruminate  upon :  though  a  hundred 
things  happen  right,  yet  one  that  falls  ont  amise  shall  dwell  upon  their 
thoughts  to  the  utter  otditeration  of  aU  the  rest,  which  makes  them  dis- 
contented and  mnrmuring.  Whereas  if  they  wonld  proceed  impartially, 
and  collect  all  that  has  befoUen  in  their  fxvcmi,  and  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding them  which  it  would  hurt  them  to'be  deprived  of,  they  would  find 
ttiem  infinitely  outnumbering  their  contraries.  "What  though  the  aeasmi 
be  gloomy,  we  have  seen  many  fur  seasons  before,  and  there  are  hopes  of 
the  hke  rettiming  again ;  nor  are  we  deatitnte  of  allieviatione  towards  sop- 
porting  Ds  under  the  present.  In  short,  no  man's  condition  is  so  misenU>le, 
but  he  owes  something  to  fortune,  for  anpptyii\g  comforts  to  mitigate,  or 
be^  to  prevent  it  from  grovring  worse.  What  though  we  see  things  foil 
out  better  with  other  pe^de,  shall  we  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  turn  their 
succeeaes  into  our  wants,  and  not  rather  keep  our  eye  epon  that  variety  <rf 
chances  that  have  contributed  something  to  our  benefit  ? 

Wonld  men  bnt  use  tbemselvea  for  a  while  to  consider  from  what  con- 
currence of  cansea  they  derive  their  health,  their  strength,  thar  abilities  of 
body  and  mind,  their  conveniences,  and  enjoyments  of  life,  and  observe 
fiurly  and  carefully  the  coarse  of  events,  so  for  as  affecting  themselves ; 
they  would  find  so  many  remarkable  things  among  them,  and  discern  such 
marics  of  disposition  and  dedgB  in  the  ordering  of  them,  as  to  be  persuaded, 
there  ia  ■  care  had  of  their  own  interests,  to  rejoice  in  the  discovery,  and 
coBtentedly  place  their  dependence  upon  that  for  their  future  provision. 

But  there  are  two  cautions  necessary  to  be  taken  by  such  as  let  their 
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thoughts  ran  frequently  in  thia  trun.  One  that  they  <to  not  tmaay  them* 
selves  the  peculiar  object*  of  Attention,  engrossing  it  b11  in  preference  to  the 
common  herd :  which  would  engender  spiritaal  [vide,  and  tlie  moat  ftr- 
niciouB  kind  of  Belf-oonceit,  becauie  hardest  to  be  aired.  For  there  i*  no 
man  but  might  ezperioioe  the  like  particnlu'  care,  if  he  would  make  the  like 
reflection :  and  if  he  eeee  it  plainer  in  Im  own  case  than  hie  ndghbour'B,  it  i* 
not  because  there  is  more  bestowed  i^Kin  him,  but  because  he  ia  better  ac- 
qnainted  with  his  own  history,  and  all  the  turns  and  iooidenta  belonging  to 
it,  the  eflects  w^iereof  he  feel*  upon  himeelf.  but  only  *eee  in  the  grose,  and 
at  «  distanoe,  npon  others.  Nor  is  it  owiu^  to  hie  own  greater  importaace, 
that  a  constant  attention  is  paid  to  his  interests,  but  to  that  folnesa  ot  power 
and  riohneiB  of  deugn  which  could  at^ust  the  conceme  of  all  creatures,  so 
that  each  should  receive  the  entire  riiare  of  good  fortune  intended  Urn, 
without  prqudice  of  the  rest. 

tbe  other  caution  we  reoonunend  is,  to  be  very  backward  in  ascribing 
estraordinary  events  to  an  immediate  opemtion  of  the  agent  producing 
them  :  for  this  would  lead  in  the  high  road  to  superstition  and  enthueiaam, 
which,  by  an  injudicious  zeal  to  magnify  his  power,  do  an  injury  to  hia 
wisdom,  and  destroy  the  very  eesence  of  Providence ;  whidi  consists  not  in 
doing  things  by  dint  of  force  and  authority,  but  by  so  contxiving  the  order 
of  second  cauKs,  as  that  they  shall  Iwing  forth  the  projected  purposes  of 
themselves,  and  the  longer  or  more  compUcated  length  they  run,  so  modi 
the  more  admirable  is  the  di^Msition. 

Thus  I  have  attempted  to  point  out  the  topios,  from  whence  any  one  may 
draw  evidences  oi  a  superintending  providenoa  throughout  the  regions  of 
nature,  or  mazes  of  fortune  :  had  I  been  able  to  have  displayed  the  whole 
scene  at  large  in  all  its  colours,  it  might  aot  have  produced  a  better  effect ; 
for  what  a  man  gathers  for  himself,  is  worth  a  million  su^eeted  by  another : 
they  may  pediape  make  him  put  on  a  solemn  countenance,  or  vent  a  mo- 
mentary ejaculation,  but  will  hardly  sink  deep  into  hismind  andmemory.  Iliere* 
f(n«  let  each  man  select  such  of  the  before-mentioned  heads  for  his  contem* 
plation,  as  he  finds  he  can  expatiate  upon  most  readily,  for  they  will  strike 
the  strongest  impression.  By  compt^t  practice  in  this  method  he  will 
become  gradually  more  expert  in  pursuing  it,  extend  his  observation  to  new 
spots  in  the  prospect,  and  daily  discover  fresh  lights  in  objects  that  had 
B&rded  him  none  before :  until  he  attain  a  full  conviction  and  intimate  per- 
BDBsion  ttt  a  providence,  as  well  particular  as  general,  by  a  kind  of  sensible 
evidence  needing  oolong  argumentation  nor  curious  disquisition  to  enforce 
or  e^dain  it. 

1 1 .  But  lest  the  rovinga  of  bis  own  imagination  or  sophisms  (tf  others 
should  interrupt  his  progress,  1  shall  endeavour  to  prepare  for  removing 
sacli  obstacles  as  they  may  poMibly  throw  in  tua  way.  It  may  be  said,  we 
»ee  the  courses  both  of  nature  and  fortune,  so  br  as  the  sagacity  (rf  nkan 
can  investigate  them,  proceed  from  adequate  causes,  whence  we  have 
reason  to  conclude  that  all  the  rest  proceed  from  the  like  ;  that  in  all  the 
discoveries  of  causes  vre  are  able  to  make,  many  whereof  nm  in  a  cbtda  to 
very  great  lengths,  we  never  find  anything  of  intelligence  or  design  among 
them,  but  they  always  act  necessarily,  according  to  their  quaUties  and  the 
concurrence  of  them,  without  choice,  or  purpoee  of  what  they  tend  to  com- 
plete. Why  thie  we  very  readily  aUow,  but  this  heightens  our  idea  of  the 
contrivance  that  could  adapt  causes  acting  blindly  in  a  long  series  of  ope- 
rations, so  as  to  bring  thing*  into  the  same  admirable  order,  as  if  they  had 
been  plnccd  by  an  intelligent  hand, 
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Wbo  does  not  see  there  it  a  greM  ded  of  art  and  contriTwice  in  a  com- 
mon  wHtch  ?  not  that  he  thinkH  of  any  skill  or  ondentandiDg  in  the  works 
themselTee,  combining  to  point  oat  the  hotD*  and  the  minnte,  as  well  know* 
tag  ibaX  nil  their  morementB  Mlow  itecescarily  opon  their  ahapes.  and  their 
contexture  among  one  anotiier ;  but  be  believe*  they  muet  have  been  so 
formed  and  pot  together  by  K»ne  fitful  artist.  Wdl,  bat  Bnppose  him 
carried  down  into  a  mine,  where  be  finds  an  engine  that  collects  the  me- 
tidKc  particles  from  their  ores,  works  them  up  into  springs  and  wheels,  and 
dial  plates,  and  hands,  and  disposes  them  artfolly  tt^ether  bo  aa  to  forni  s 
perfect  watch,  all  by  mechanic^  operation :  he  would  now  alter  his  opinion 
and  stand  convinced  that  watches  might  be  made  without  hands,  by  a  blind 
mechanism  proceeding  vithoat  thought,  or  contrivance  of  the  workx  it 
performed.  Yet  thcnigfa  he  lost  his  idea  of  ingenuity  being  reqninte  for 
making  watches,  upon  seeing  them  generated  by  mechanical  causes,  and 
motioDB  concurring  to  ]nt)dace  them  :  be  wonld  be  satisfied  a  mndi  greater 
mast  have  been  emi^oyed  in  constructing  the  engine,  than  he  had  judged 
needfiil  iriule  he  beliered  them  worked  hy  himd,  with  hammers,  files, 
pincers,  and  other  instruments  of  the  trade. 

No  doabt  it  will  be  objected  here  tlut  this  is  a  romantic  supposition,  for 
nobody  ever  skw  an  eagitte  that  will  make  watches :  when  we  do,  it  will  be 
time  enongfa  to  seek  for  the  artist  capable  of  contriving  so  wonderful  a 
machine.  It  ia  true,  nobody  ever  yet  saw  such  an  engine,  nor  I  believe 
ever  will ;  for  it  would  require  mudi  greater  skill  to  contrive,  than  the  aona 
of  men  are  masters  of:  nevertheless,  we  have  all  seen  engines  that  have 
broogfat  works  to  perfection  more  curious  and  admirable.  Examine  a  fruit 
or  a  seed,  and  yon  will  find  it  nicely  vrrapped  np  in  several  integuments,  fur- 
nished with  fibres  and  jmces^  raided  in  their  exact  order,  provided  with 
springs  capable  of  expanding  into  stem,  branches,  and  leaves,  of  oise  par- 
ticnlar  form  and  contexture.  The  plant  that  bears  it  may  be  considered  aa 
an  engine  fitted  with  roots  to  gattter  nutritiouB  particles  from  the  earth, 
sap-vessels  to  concoct  and  circulate  the  juices,  twigs  that  wori:  them  first 
into  a  bad,  the^  a  flower,  thm  a  knot  for  perfecting  this  snrpHsing 
madiine. 

Consider  the  body  of  a  fowl,  what  an  abundance  of  works  it  contains, 
ad^ted  for  carrying  on  the  hasineBs  of  digestion,  drcnlation,  sensation,  and 
aninial  motion,  in  greater  art  and  variety  dian  any  clock-work  that  ever  yet 
was  made  by  human  contrivance.  What  then  is  an  egg,  but  an  engine 
cooetrncted  to  fesbion  alt  these  complicated  works,  and  marshal  them  in 
their  proper  order  ?  or  what  else  is  the  matrix  of  the  parent  bird,  besides 
another  engine  contrived  for  making  eggs  ? 

lliea  if  we  reflect  that  neither  plant  nor  animal  can  subsist  or  grow 
without  nonrishment,  ntoistnre,  air,  and  warmth,  adapted  varioosly  both  in 
^dty  and  d^^-ee  to  the  partimlar  uses  of  the  several  species ;  that  all 
matter  being  homogeneous,  the  qualities  of  bodies,  small  as  well  as  great, 
imut  depend  upon  the  structure  and  arrangnnent  of  their  constituent  parts : 
we  must  adcnowledge  that  &e  elements,  together  with  whatever  nutritive 
ornsefol  arises  in  endless  varietyfrom  their  connnixturee,  are  so  many  little 
machines  carionsly  contrived  to  perform  their  respective  cAces.  So  that 
the  whole  system  irf  nature  wHhin  tfaeee  sublunary  regions,  commonly  caHed 
the  world,  will  appear  as  one  stnpsidonB  engine,  containing,  besides  the 
worica  appropriated  to  the  generation  of  organized  compositions,  an  infinite 
multitude  of  others,  properly  fitted,  and  dispersed  in  convmient  places. 
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wberetbey  tie  ready  to  aniit  in  canying  on  the  play  of  vegelatiTe  uhI  vital 
clock- works. 

12.  Now  to  change  the  scene  from  mechsnical  to  moral  agents  ■  whoever 
can  contrive  salutary  rnle*  for  the  good  government  of  a  coinmunity  and 
enoonRgement  of  arts,  aciencM,  and  manofcctures,  is  jnatty  esteemed  an 
excellent  politician,  nor  conld  he  do  without  an  uncommon  conqiaas  of 
knowledge  and  depth  of  penetration.  But  to  distribute  talents,  abilities, 
and  diaractere,  among  an  unsociable  and  savage  multitiule,  in  such  manner 
as  shall  lead  them  gradually  to  strike  out  order  and  agreement,  commerce 
and  science,  for  themselves,  requires  a  greater  skill  than  human  s^acity 
can  arrive  at. 

If  it  be  said,  the  steps  a  people  take  in  growing  civilized,  are  determined 
by  their  bodily  temperament,  their  diet,  their  ways  of  living,  the  fiKin  and 
[ffodace  of  their  country,  the  condnot  of  their  neighbours,  and  occurrences 
beftdling  among  themselves,  occasioned  by  natural  causes  ;  and  thus  the 
courses  of  the  moral  world  follow  those  of  the  natural ;  this  will  bring  us 
back  to  onr  great  en^ne  again,  which  we  find  so  wonderfully  cc»utiucted 
as  not  only  to  produce  powera  of  action,  but  to  determine  the  harmony  of 
their  operations ;  not  only  to  fbim  pipes  to  their  perfect  tone,  but  as  I  may 
tay,  to  ascertain  the  particnlar  tunes  and  concerts  and  variations  that  shall 
be  p'.ayed  anvong  them.  And  this  immense  machme,  stored  with  such  an 
inconceivable  multiplicity  of  cccaplicated  works,  must  appear  to  every  un- 
prcgndtced  e)-e  to  tove  been  the  perfbrmance  of  some  wise  and  excellent 
artist :  for  we  have  shovm  in  a  former  [riace  that  it  had  a  beginning,  as 
bearing  evident  marks  that  it  conld  not  have  stood  forever  in  the  same  f<Hiii 
and  condition  we  see  it  at  present. 

Now  if  any  one  shall  insist  it  arose  spontaneousfy  out  of  a  Chaos, 
whose  particles  lay  in  snch  poutions,  and  had  vatii  motions  among  them, 
as  most  necessarily  prodace  a  regular  world,  without  any  intelligent  hand 
to  ftahion  it ;  I  do  not  know  how  he  will  make  out  his  assotion  by  probable, 
or  even  plausible,  conjecture,  to  onr  apprehension.  However,  it  is  not 
mrth  the  while  to  contest  the  point,  for  suj^tosing  it  proved,  there  will 
need  a  more  consumniate  wisdom  and  extensive  intelligence,  to  give  tlie 
motions  and  positions  to  matter  from  whence  so  admirable  a  system  must 
necessarily  resalt,  than  if  it  had  be«Q  ranged  therein  by  an  immediate  ope- 
ration. For  every  fresh  discovery  of  natural  causes  only  suspends  our 
opinion  of  an  operator  for  the  present,  or  rather  removes  it  from  the  effect 
to  the  cause :  and  the  farther  steps  we  can  take  in  tracing  them,  still  in- 
crease the  necessity  of  a  discernment  capable  of  pursuing  its  purpose* 
surely,  throngh  so  many  successive  stages  and  intricate  channels. 

Therefore  for  my  part.  I  should  not  care  if  the  snccession  of  natural  canaes 
could  be  proved  eternal,  and  that  as  com  grows  from  the  ground,  and  the 
grain  of  it  passing  through  the  bodies  of  animals,  and  the  straw  being 
trodden  under  foot  ia  the  &rm-yard,  becomes  manure,  which  grows  into 
fresh  com  again  some  following  year ;  so  the  worlds  were  generated  by  the 
action  of  pre-ezistent  principles,  and  opon  dissolution  become  resolved  into 
their  principles  again,  which  would  produce  new  worlds  out  of  their  mate- 
rials in  encoeeding  ages.  For  this  would  make  the  whole  material  luiiverso 
but  one  still  more  stupendous  -engine,  of  a  contrivance  beyond  all  bounds 
of  imagination,  constructed  by  a  power,  whose  existence  sjid  wisdom  had 
no  beginning,  and  therefore  might  well  have  operated  from  everlasting ; 
nor  can  a  time  be  limited  when  it  roust  have  firat  begun  to  work. 

But  this  is  a  length  of  speculation  I  believe  very  rarely  attempted  lo  be 
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Tun  1  Biid  pertiapa  were  u  wdl  let  alone,  baving  no  solid  grosnd  to  run 
Dpcm.  Hie  more  jodiriona  will  be  contented  to  find  a  atop  in  their  investi- 
gations, nor  ii  tfaere  hurt  in  panning'  them,  lo  fir  aa  th^  can  do  it  with 
c)eamees  upon  the  fondof  experience  and  olMerTation,  and  the  sober  reatOD' 
ings  to  be  deduced  therefrom  :  but  in  so  doing,  as  was  observed  before, 
they  will  find  the  neceuity  of  a  contriving  wisdom  grow  upon  them  the 
fiirther  thejr  go.  Men's  insight  into  natnrd  causes  wilt  be  different  in 
proportion  to  the  strength  of  their  vision,  and  opportunities  of  discernment ; 
bnt  they  can  never  find  an;  that  was  not  itsdf  an  efiect  of  some  prios 
cause,  or  does  not  carry  marks  of  a  design  and  contrivaoce,  suiting  it  ta 
the  prodnctious  it  brings  forth.  Therefore  wherever  each  person's  line  of 
discovery  ends,  there  of  conrse  he  will  place  the  dispoMng  hand  ;  nor  need 
he  think  amiss  of  the  length  or  shortness  of  other  people's  lines,  since  they 
all  terminate  upon  the  same  object :  txdy  the  vulgar  thinks  it  standing 
nearer  to  him  than  it  really  does,  wberaas  die  mora  penetrating,  who  plainly 
diecema  it  is  not  there,  does  but  remove  it  a  few  paces  further ;  for  to  this 
cffiginal,  sooner  or  later,  they  both  must  have  recourse. 

13.  It  may  he  alleged  in  the  second  place,  that  the  case  is  different  be- 
tween the  works  of  nature  and  art ;  we  know  the  latter  must  have  been 
conducted  with  design  and  conbivance,  because  we  have  seen  them  fre- 
qnently  competed  by  men,  who,  we  know,  could  not  proceed  without,  and 
the  experience  of  what  ha*  been  done  within  oar  knowledge  teaches  us  to 
discern  the  marks  of  art,  as  we  know  the  faces  of  onr  acquaintance  by 
havii^  been  hmiliar  among  then.  For  a  savage,  who  had  no  artificers  of 
any  kind  in  his  country,  might  periiapc  be  persoaded  that  watches  grew 
from  trees,  as  wen  as  orangea  and  cocoa-nnts.  Thus  we  get  our  idea  of  art 
from  onr  experience  of  the  performances  we  have  seen  achieved  by  it.  But 
we  have  not  the  Uke  experience  in  the  productions  of  nature,  for  we  never 
saw  an  operatM*  at  work  upon  them,  in  whom  we  might  perceive  whether 
he  proceeded  with  thought,  and  judgment  in  the  metlukle  taken  for  bring- 
ing them  ford). 

Why  then  shoidd  we  preenme  contrivance  necessary,  vrithont  warrant 
from  experience  of  anything  similar  prodaced  the  like  way  ?  especially  since 
we  infer  that  industry  has  been  employed,  only  npon  finding  things  out  of 
their  natural  order.  When  we  see  trees  grow  in  equidistant  ^ots  and  rows, 
or  water  ran  along  in  trenches  through  higher  grounds,  we  conclude  it 
must  have  been  the  woric  of  men ;  because  the  trees  conld  not  have  spronted 
np,  nor  the  water  worn  a  channel  for  itaelf,  la  that  manner.  Therefore  art 
bring  constantly  rftstingntBhed  by  the  alteration  made  in  works  of  nHtarol 
caosee,  should  seem  an  evidence  that  there  is  none  of  it  in  them  ;  because 
we  conld  net  discover  what  is  artificial,  so  readily  as  we  do  npon  inspec- 
tion, if  it  had  not  a  peculiar  characteristic  wanting  in  everything  natural. 

To  thia  I  thaU  reply,  that  there  are  different  arts  proceeding  severally 
npon  prindples  and  rules  of  their  own,  and  therefore  harre  a  anfficieat  cha- 
racteriaticto  distinguish  them  from  others.  When  we  find  seams  in  a  cloth, 
we  kaaw  there  has  been  art  used  npon  it  after  it  came  fma  the  loom,  which 
doea  not  pore  there  was  none  employed  in  the  weaving,  bnt  only  that  the 
arb  al  the  aempatwas  and  flw  tulor  were  difierent  frcm  that  of  the  weaver : 
for  there  wonld'  be  more  skill  reqniaite  to  make  a  shirt  or  a  coat  in  one 
piece,  so  as  exactly  to  fit  the  wearer,  dian  to  make  the  cloth,  first,  and  work 
it  iq>  to  his  measare  afterwards.  Oar  manufactures  for  the  most  part  pass 
through  many  bands,  each  artist  preparing  materials  for  tlie  next  to  exer- 
cise his  ipdostry  upon :  bnt  the  marks  nf  «rt  appearing  in  the  performances 
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of  the  latter  derogate  nothing  from  the  bIoQ  exUbited  in  tbow  vt  tibe  Conner; 
ao  aeither  doe*  ue  contrivaooe  diatinguiihable  in  them  sU  destroy  the  evi- 
dence of  it  in  thoee  Miginnl  materiala  the  fint  opeiator  fetckee  directly  from 
the  shop  of  natore :  which  contain  a  greater  Tiiiety  of  parte,  a  nicer  •tmc- 
tnre  and  accoiKoy  of  <Uspoaition,  than  any  wwnpoaition  that  can  afterwards 
be  framed  out  of  them. 

New  do  there  want  diaraeterirtics  eofficient  to  dietingnieh  the  work*  of 
InBHB  industry  from  the  prodncttons  of  natnre,  without  suppoaing  the 
maritB  of  contrivance  appropriated  to  <me  of  them  alone :  for  the  fonner  are 
more  clamaily  put  tnge^Kr,  compoeed  of  grotser  materiak,  with  awkward 
joinings  by  seams,  temms,  nails,  and  glues,  betraying  the  imperfections  of 
their  workman  to  the  eye  i  aitd  not  like  the  Utter,  iuterwoTen  with  fine 
tiirends  ruiming  imperceptibly  among  the  parts,  so  that  you  oaanot  see 
what  holds  thrai  together,  nor  where  one  begins  and  another  ends.  If  we 
admire  tbe  contrivances  of  art,  it  is  eitbw  comparatively  with  the  ordinary 
performances  of  art,  whic^  afford  us  the  pleasure  of  novelty,  or  becaose 
they  add  some  improvement  ta  what  has  been  done  by  nature,  though  the 
additions  be  not  worked  with  eo  masterly  a  band  h  the  fbnndatioa  they 
advanced  upon. 

A  tree  so  well  inntnted  in  wax-work,  with  branches,  learea,  bloNOms, 
and  fruit,  as  thst  tbe  bAolder  shall  be  ready  to  take  it  for  a  real  one,  strikeo 
the  eye  with  admiration,  beoMse  surpassing  whatever  we  have  seen  befrnv 
of  the  kind,  and  bespeaks  a  nicety  and  dexterity  of  execution  in  the  maker : 
bnt  ■x"'"'""  tbe  parts  and  internal  structure,  and  you  will  find  it  nothing 
oomparable  to  tbe  original,  which  yet  we  take  Uttfe  notice  of,  becnose  it  is 
BO  common,  growing  out  of  the  ground,  without  any  trouble  of  ours  to  tarm 
it.  We  think  the  degaitcies  of  a  garden  far  beyond  the  rude  ooninsioa  of  a 
wilderness,  overrun  with  briers  snd  weeds  ;  but  the  gardener,  wet«  he  cn< 
pable  of  making  the  trees,  the  flowers,  and  the  turf  he  enploTB,  ytadii  find 
much  more  tbou^t  and  contrivance  reqointe  for  the  task,  tWk  he  did  in 
the  proper  disposition  of  them  among  his  walks  and  plantations.  Urns,  in 
the  finest  performance*  of  human  industry,  man  only  ^vea  the  fioishing 
stroke,  contributing  little  from  his  own  fimd  to  the  frgtuMleneas  of  tlM 
work,  in  oomparison  of  what  he  draws  from  elsemhere. 

Another  difierence  between  tbe  two  kinds  of  prodactione  is  this,  Out  man 
performs  his  woiks  by  an  immediate  toleration,  and  though  ha  may  nm 
some  of  them  consldendile  lengths,  yet  he  moat  use  his  vigilimce,  snd  set  to 
his  helping  hand  iron  time  to  time,  in  the  several  steps  til  their  [rogress. 
After  he  fans  pidied  the  flax,  be  must  take  fnnher  pains  to  iqiin  tbe  thready 
to  weave  tbe  cloth,  to  cut  out  and  make  up  the  garment,  and,  lastly,  to  ajqily 
it  to  his  uses  i  he  may.  indeed,  oontrive  machines  that  shall  go  a  little  wajr 
in  performing  his  works,  iot  he  can  make  corn-mills  snd  throwiug-milLs, 
that  grind  the  com  he  must  else  have  pounded  in  a  mortar,  or  throw  the 
silk  be  used  to  wind  off  with  his  fingers ;  but  then  they  require  correcting, 
repairing,  and  continual  tendency,  to  set,  to  soppily  them,  to  take  away 
what  is  finished,  and  to  assist  than  in  those  parte  of  the  work  Ibcy  are  not 
capable  of  performing  alone.  Nor  can  he,  like  nature,  constroct  engines 
that  shall  construct  one  another  in  nnmbertev  snccessions,  each  conflating 
its  task  without  manual  operation  to  assist  it ;  nor  form  soch  took  as  tbe 
dements,  that  sliall  work  sptwtaneously  without  a  hand  to  emj^oy  them. 

1 4.  We  commonly  distinguish  the  works  of  human  production  from  those 
of  nature,  as  we  do  the  hand-writing  of  one  person  from  another's,  not  by 
e  but  peculiar  tun  of  the  strokes ;  for  thoe^  the  writing  be  Gne^ 
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It  w  rather  from  the  cut,  than  budy  Um  elegance  of  the  letter,  that  we  know 
from  whoM  pra  it  came.  By  long  and  daily  acquaintance  among  oatDral 
cnues,  we  learn  the  manner  in  which  they  act,  and  upon  aecing  thmgs 
fnmed  after  a  di^rent  manner,  we  conclude  the  hand  of  man  most  have  in- 
terfered. If  we  employ  the  terms  aitificiBl  and  designed,  in  contradiatino- 
tion  to  natural  and  mechanical,  it  is  becanae  custom  has  appropriated  them 
to  the  perftmnancea  of  man,  who  wc  know  by  experience  cannot  act  with- 
ont  toBte  purpose  and  understanding,  therefore  they  mean  no  more  than 
something  done  by  hia  skill  or  labour :  yet  this  does  not  hinder  but  there 
may  be  dengn  aad  contrivance  in  other  prodnetioni,  nor  is  it  any  better 
than  a  n^iative  pnxtf,  that  is,  none  at  all,  that  we  have  no  experience  of  an 
operator  ever  seen  working  upon  them. 

llioagh  experience  be  the  groond-work  of  om:  knowledge,  it  bears  an  in- 
considerabLe  proportion  to  the  building  erected  thereupon :  aa  a  foundation 
makes  but  a  small  part  of  the  home,  and  indeed  is  of  noneother  nse  to  the 
family  than  for  supporting  the  offices  and  chambers  aboTe.  Had  we  no 
farther  supplies  beyond  what  were  received  directly  from  experience,  be 
that  had  the  best  memory  would  be  the  cleverest  and  most  accomplished 
man,  because  he  would  retain  more  than  another  that  had  a  worse :  bat 
everbody  knowB,  that  judgment  and  nnderetanding  are  different  ^naUties 
Axmi  Toaaarj,  thou^  they  can  make  no  pn^ress  without  it.  We  see  things 
continually  ^ange  their  terms,  new  productions  appearing,  and  old  ones 
falling  to  decay,  and  we  know  those  fluctuations  mujt  be  made  by  certain 
powers,  or  canses,  operating  them  ;  and  these  causes,  however  numerous, 
we  commonly  range  for  convenience  sake,  under  three  dassee,  nature, 
chance,  and  voluntary  operation,  end)  having  its  peculiar  characteristic  dis- 
tinguishing it  from  the  others. 

Nature  proceeds  by  neceasity  in  a  constant  and  steady  r^nlarity ;  volition  . 
with  qiprdiension  and  design  of  some  purpose,  to  b«  completed :  bat  the 
very  eseenoe  <rf  chance  consists  in  undengnednesa,  and  deviation  from  rale. 
As  foi''the  oatnial  properties  of  bodies,  they  depend  npon  their  structure,  in- 
visiUe  organizations,  or  iqion  the  modifications  of  their  imperceptible  par- 
tides  :  nor  wiD  these  alone  soffice  to  give  than  their  activity,  but  serve  tmly 
to  turn  or  disperse  the  force  of  some  other  firing  npon  the  snt^ects  they 
affect.  For  nothing  is  more  unanimonslj  aoreed  among  theae  who  have 
looked  moat  narrowly  into  the  nature  of  bodwa,  than  ttuA  tbey  do  not  act 
originally  from  thenMdves,  but  only  tfanmnit  an  action  raceived  by  impolse 
from  one  another.  So  that  i^mts  vegetate,  animal  ciranlatknu  go  on,  lead 
presaee  downwards,  steel  recoils,  fire  dissipates,  li^tning  rends,  salts,  acdda, 
drugs,  menstranms  exert  their  vigour,  by  virtue  of  a  force  thrown  into 
them  from  elsewhere.  Nobody  can  tdl  from  what  channel  to  derive  thia 
mighty  force :  one  may  oonjectore  an  ether  repeUing,  cnr  iannmerable  atnama 
of  still  more  sabtjla  matter  continasUy  pervading  them,  and  mshing  with 
violence  in  all  directions,  hot  whether  we  can  find  it  or  no,  there  must  be  en 
inesbonsttUe  AuhI  of  activity  somewhere,  to  work  ail  those  surprising  ef- 
fects we  see  produced  around  ns.  And  if  we  conld  clearly  discover  the  ether, 
or  the  raahing  torrent,  still  we  rikoold  want  another  source  to  snpply  titem 
with  the  fisrce  we  know  is  not  their  own,  vnoe  they  are  but  fluid  bodies, 
conveying  an  impulse  firM  imparted  to  titem,  and  having  nottc  other  motiona 
than  those  they  had  taken  from  sometUng  else  before. 

If  we  turn  omr  thoughts  nest  to  volnntary  agency,  we  shall  find  It  by  ex- 
ami^  of  what  we  do  ourselves,  procee^ng  in  another  manner ;  not  widi  a 
force  transmitted  from  anything  external,  but  exerted  originally  by  a  fower 
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of  our  own :  motives  may  recommend,  but  the  action  begiin  in  &e  agent 

himself.  For  if  you  reqaeat  a  friend  to  do  eomething,  how  much  aoever  you 

may  be  esteemed  the  cauie  of  what  ia  done,  you  convey  no  efficacy  to  him 

for  the  doing  it :  for  he  could  have  done  it  without  your  uking,  but  bodies 

could  not  perfoTm  their  ofGcea  without  the  secret  springs. that  set  them  at 

work. 

Let  DS  now  conrider  the  third  daaa  of  causes,  those  ascribed  to  chance, 
and  we  shdl  6nd  they  can  have  had  no  b^inning  in  themselves,  but  follow 
upon  the  operation  of  the  other  two :  for  eiAer  natarnl  or  volnntary  causes 
most  be  at  work,  before  there  can  be  any  chance  what  event  they  shall  pro- 
dace.  Thoogh  we  act  always  with  ^preheosion  of  some  purpose  to  be  at- 
tained, yet  o^er  consequences  centimes  ensue  than  thooe  we  Bppreheade(l,_ 
and  this  opens  the  door  to  i^iance.  A  man  shoots  at  a  rat  in  his  yard,  and 
kills  B  chicken  which  be  did  not  intend,  therefore  we  call  this  accidental : 
hot  he  most  have  shot,  or  no  aoddent  at  all  could  have  ensued.  Or  he 
throws  with  a  pair  i^  dice,  and  we  say  it  is  chance  what  cast  will  come  up : 
perhaps  that  comes  up  he  wishes,  but  he  cannot  be  said  to  have  designed  it, 
for  design  implies  a  knowledge,  real  or  imaginary,  of  the  measures  proper 
to  compass  it,  which  be  has  not:  yet  be  must  throw,  or  there  can  be  no  cast 
at  all,  for  chance  has  no  power  to  do  anything  without  him. 

Bat  chance  takes  place  likewise  in  events  wherewith  human  agency  haa 
nothing  to  do  :  yet  there  must  be  natural  causes  in  motion,  before  anytiiing 
can  faU  out  accidentally  among  them ;  it  is  only  our  uncertainty  of  their  con- 
ciurence  and  powers,  that  gives  chance  a  title  to  the  production.  When  a 
man  plants  a  tuoel  he  does  not  think  it  accidental  that  he  should  gathernnts 
ther^om,  and  not  strawberries  i  but  if  he  receives  a  foreign  plant  he  has 
never  seen  before,  nor  had  any  account  of,  he  may  reckon  it  a  chance  whe- 
ther it  shall  bear  nuts,  or  pulpy  fruit,  whetho'  white,  or  red,  or  yellow  blos- 
soms. We  do  not  ^tprehend  it  in  the  power  of  chance  to  make  the  son 
shine  at  midnight,  because  the  times  of  his  rising  depend  iqion  the  known 
courses  of  nature  :  but  nothing  is  esteemed  more  casual  than  the  weather, 
yM  rain,  and  storms,  and  thunders,  and  serene  airs  proceed  from  natnnd 
oaosea,  which  mnst  have  their  certain  effect  according  to  thnr  respective 
qualities  and  proportions,  and  if  we  knew  them  exactly,  we  might  calculate 
the  variations  of  weather,  as  well  as  changes  of  the  moon. 

1 5.  Thus  among  all  the  operations  falling  under  our  notice,  there  is  bat 
one  source  we  know  of,  from  whence  they  could  originally  derive  :  voUtion 
being  the  only  power  capable  of  beginning  action  or  giving  an  impnlec  it  did 
not  first  receive.  For  nature  is  nothing  more  than  a  conveyance,  whose 
channels  in  some  measure  we  can  trace,  condocting  activity  from  one  sub- 
stance to  another :  and  chance  grows  like  an  excrescence  from  the  situatioit, 
the  drcumstances  attendmg,  or  mutual  aMkcarrence  of  other  causes.  There- 
fore when  we  ascribe  the  be^ning  of  action  to  a  voluntary  agent,  we  are 
so  far  from  contradicting  or  departing  from  experience,  that  we  build  en- 
tirely upon  that  bottom,  because  we  have  no  experience  of  anything  besides, 
that  can  act  otherwise  than  by  transmitting  an  operation  already  began. 
And  whoever  supposes  a  substance  involuntarily  self-moving,  or  cansing  a 
new  impulse  not  in  being  before,  bnilds  upon  mere  hypothesis,  without  any 
foot  within  the  compass  of  his  observation  to  support  it.  Whereas  be  that 
holds  the  oontrary,  does  it  because  experience  of  his  own  actions  teaches  hioi 
that  he  begins  them  himself,  but  that  everything  acting  involuntarily  pro- 
ceeds in  another  manner,  only  carrying  on  an  operation  begns  by  some  Other 
tigeat. 
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But  of  dte  worlu  we  effect  ouivelves,  gome  we  intentional,  uthera  nnde- 
wgned ;  anxmg  those  we  produce  with  design,  some  are  done  euily  and 
carelenly,  others  with  art,  contrivance,  labour,  and  stady ,  in  different  de- 
grees of  greater  or  kae :  and  we  judge  of  those  degrees  upon  examination 
of  the  perfonnance,  where  the  hand  is  unknown,  by  the  fineness  of  the 
parte,  manner  of  the  disposititm,  stages  of  the  operatian,  and  length  of  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  thought  on  for  com^ting  it.  Why  then  may 
not  we  iq>ply  this  rule  founded  on  experience  to  the  productions  of  nature? 
which  being  found  exquisite  in  their  workmanehip,  admirable  in  &ar  dis- 
position, and  perfected  through  a  long  series  of  opeiBtione  preparing  for  one 
another,  may  warrant  us  to  judge  from  these  marlu,  how  eonsummate  and 
bonndlMS  must  be  the  wisdom  (^  their  author. 

Nor  yet  can  we  infer  that  his  worlu  must  be  operose,  because  we  are 
oonscions  of  our  own  bebg  so,  for  we  know  by  experience  that  in  propor- 
tion to  the  progress  a  mau  has  made  in  his  art  or  science,  be  acquires  > 
greater  expertneaB,  and  talces  in  more  comprehensive  views  at  a  glance, 
which  ftcUitate  his  work,  and  enaUe  him  to  lay  his  Khemee  the  more 
readily.  Here  is  no  l^wnr.  in  volition  not  iuteUigence  of  objects  clearly 
apprehended ;  labour  and  weariness  reside  in  the  limbs,  or  corporeal  in- 
Btramenta  we  employ  as  well  in  meditation  as  in  action ;  difficulty  and 
trouble  spring  from  the  investigation  of  knowledge  we  have  not.  or  the  ob- 
structiona  met  with  in  tracing  out  a  plan  not  yet  lying  complete  before  as. 
But  that  power  which  was  the  beginning  of  all  action,  could  have  no  acqui* 
sition  of  knowledge  to  make,  because  there  was  nothing  external  to  furnish 
him  with  the  limits ;  nor  ever  rectify  his  plan,  because  there  is  nothing 
besides  his  own  works  to  suggest  an  amendment  Nevertheleaa,  the 
conscionsnesB  of  our  own  doing  many  things  undesignedly  and  accidentally, 
may  still  leave  a  suspicion  that  chance  has  some  share  in  what  we  see 
around  na ;  but  supposing  this  sns|»cion  wamntaUe,  we  may  know  that 
nature  wm  sot  of  her  prodootion,  by  the  regularity,  and  tendency  to  profit- 
able purposes,  apparent  in  it. 

For  chance  works  alwaya  at  random,  without  rule  or  aim,  and  though 
riie  may  now  and  then  hit  upon  something  regular  or  advantageous,  it  is 
very  rar^,  and  then  inteimmgjed  among  a  thousand  wild  and  fruitless 
vagaries.  TUly  tells  os,  a  bog  has  been  Imown  to  make  a  perfect  letter  A 
with  itis  snoiU  upon  the  ground,  but  nobody  ever  saw,  <»-  thought  it  possible 
to  see,  the  whole  poem  of  Enoins  scratched  out  in  that  manner ;  and  1 
believe  he  might  have  added  safely,  that  no  man  ever  saw  a  single  A 
written  by  a  hog,  without  a  roultitnde  of  other  irr^ular  scratches  round 
about  it.  If  we  had  left  a  number  of  letters  upon  a  table  written  on  bits  of 
card,  and  returning  after  some  time  into  the  room,  should  find  them  lyiug 
upon  the  floor  in  such  manner  as  to  compose  a  grammatical  sentence ;  we 
should  certainly  believe  they  had  been  placed  byaomebody,  and  not  brushed 
off  the  table  accidentally ;  what  thai  idiould  htnder,  but  ibaX.  upon  finding 
the  dements  disposed  into  organized  bodies,  whether  animal  or  vegetable, 
we  may  condode  the  casses  that  brought  tbem  into  that  ofder  were  provided 
with  intention  they  should  prodnoe  this  effect  ?  But  it  is  said  the  Ints  of 
card,  however  they  came  upon  dw  ground,  mnst  have  taken  some  position 
or  other,  and  there  was  as  mttdi  possitrility  they  should  take  that  of  a  sen- 
tence, as  any  other  yon  can  im^ihe  :  for  suppose  you  tiave  only  four  of  - 
them  which  you  place  in  a  line  blindfold,  and  dien  find  they  spell  the  word 
BAND,  it  was  but  twenty-three  to  one  against  th^  so  doing:  and  if  they 
had  etood  in  any  other  poution,  as  dmia,  which  makes  no  word  at  all. 
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Aere  was  die  like  chance  of  twenty<three  to  one  aganM  tts  so  happeniag. 
Therefore  we  have  ao  reason  to  aitoire  any  particnlar  order  we  see  thinge 
Btand  in,  aince  at  all  eventi  they  most  have  taken  aome  poeition,  with  n- 
apetA  to  one  another  equally  nnUkely  ;  for  it  ia  not  the  aingularity  of  their 
pocition,  which  belonge  alike  to  erery  one  they  could  be  catt  into,  but  its 
reaemblance  with  those  positions  man  nrca  to  range  them  in  fbr  aerring  hia 
pnrpoaes,  that  makes  ns  believe  it  hia  doing.  For  order  is  rdatire  to  o«r 
a^ppo^hensiona ;  ereiy  number  trf  things  must  lie  in  aome  certain  situation 
with  respect  to  cue  another,  which  will  appear  orderly  to  a  pereoo  familiatiy 
acquainted  with  it ;  but  we  term  thM  order,  which  correaponds  with  thow 
manners  of  airangement  it  suits  our  convenience  most  frequently  to  observb 

Very  well ;  admit  all  this  to  be  aa  alleged;  nevertheless  that  reaembUaae 
of  the  letters  with  the  manner  in  which  man  ordinarily  {dacea  them  for 
hia  purposes,  will  be  thought  an  invinciUe  presumption  by  every  one,  of 
their  being  so  placed  by  design ;  therefore  vhf  should  not  the  eame  reson- 
tdance  with  the  worka  of  design,  which  we  bctold  in  the  prodnctionB  of 
nature,  be  deemed  aa  invincible  a  presnmptioB  of  tbeir  being  formed  with 
intentim  of  yielding  those  benefits  recdved  from  them  by  mankind,  or 
answering  tfaoae  enda  we  see  them  attain  ?  And  even  auppoeing,  whit 
cannot  eiwily  be  suf^Kwed,  that  the  component  parts  of  them  might  have 
follen  into  that  order  by  chance,  yet  considering  by  what  a  long  wriea  of 
<q)eretiona,  and  throng  haw  many  GOtot^icated  channels  they  were  brought 
thither,  it  waa  milliona  of  millions  to  one  they  had  not;  so  that  in  every 
case  Ifae  bdiever  has  all  this  advantage  over  the  infidd,  there  being  these 
inunense  odda,  that  he  is  in  the  right  rather  than  ^e  other. 

VTliich  odds,  were  there  nothing  surer  to  go  upon,  might  nttsfy  any  raa- 
eonaUe  peracm ;  especially  when  be  refleeta,  that  we  have  not  abacAote  oer- 
tainty  for  oar  ptnmd  of  proceeding  in  the  common  tnnaactions  of  life.  For 
how  know  we  the  propoties  of  bodies  unless  by  conatant  experienee  oi 
their  efecn  ?  we  cannot  penetrata  into  the  imperceptible  canaes  vrtiereon 
they  depend ;  bat  if  these  causea  vrere  brought  together  by  chance,  .there  ie 
a  poaaibility  that  the  same  chance  may  suddenly  remove  tbem,  and  substi- 
tttte  others  of  a  contrary  efiect :  ao  that  in  aacribing  the  order  of  nature  t« 
de«gn,  if  we  have  not  mathematical  demonstration,  we  have  at  least  aa 
good  assurance  that  the  house  will  not  fell  upon  oar  heads,  that  the  wood 
we  throw  upon  the  fire  will  not  burat  like  gunpowder,  that  the  victuals  wv 
eat  will  not  poison  ne ;  fbr  we  cannot  mathematically  demonstiate  tbeat 
things,  yet  are  none  of  na  uneasy,  or  disturbed  at  the  want  of  tt,  bat  rest 
contented  upon  the  baaia  of  experience,  and  euch  knowledge  of  Ae  powen 
and  qualities  of  bodice,  aa  we  can  gather  therdrom. 

16.  Bnt  the  third  and  most  plausible  objection  against  the  wiadoaa  ol 
nature  ia  drawn  from  the  faults,  imperfections,  and  trifling  prodnctions, 
allegealo  be  found  abounding  therein.  How  many  diseaaes  and  misshapen 
forma  do  we  see  among  plants  and  animals  ?  how  ctften  does  nature  fail  in 
midway,  banning  but  not  perfecting  her  seeds  and  emlxyoa  }  how  many 
unavailing  meteors,  tossinga  of  sand  upon  the  shore  and  dust  abont  in  tht 
air,  that  aerve  to  no  purpoae  ?  how  mmy  Uigfats  and  darope,  acorching 
heats  and  oorroaive  aira,  waste  and  wear  away  bcr  works  ?  how  many  Bcd< 
dents  happen  to  man,  brought  on  by  a  concurrence  of  vncommon  cansea, 
bat  attended  with  no  coBseqaeacea  either  good,  or  bad  ?  and  how  many 
othera  tending  to  his  disappointment,  troable,  and  damage  t 

All  these  may  seem  not  hardy  a  n^ative  evidence  oarrymg  no  marica  of 
design,  but  a  positive,  showing  there  waa  none  in  their  jvoduction  ;  for  it 
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wmj  be  m^ed  tbat  if  tite  ifipannt  teoAeacy  of  meHiim  to  an  end  be  the 
procf  i^xm  whiA  we  judge  td  there  being  »a  inteUigenee  oB^oyeA  in  con- 
triving them,  tboM  wfakfa  are  whi^T  nngataey,  tending  to  do  cod  at  all, 
at  which  frnitnte  the  poipoees  panned  by  otiter  meuarei  already  taken. 
onnot  havebeea  eoodacted  widi  deaign,  aa  bearing  an  oppoaite  cbancter. 
When  nature  forms  her  ptanta  in  earimis  mganizatwDa  pnq»er  ka  yielding 
dteir  inercnao,  we  think  onradvce  aaMtred.  tfae  end  pmsned  thereby  most 
be  to  prodnce  seeda  and  fruits,  either  for  propagating  their  apeciee,  or 
aHTingthesaeaof  man:  bt  when  bligfata,  or  chiPa,  or  other  c—ea  render 
this  porpaee  abortive,  it  will  be  sud  these  cannot  hare  proceeded  from  the 
anw  hand,  or  at  least  most  hare  been  accidental,  mithoti^t  of,  and  extra- 
neous to  the  plan.  Fur  it  is  inconMstent  to  imsgine  &e  same  design  can 
oontain  a  long  train  of  measures  for  perfecting  a  work,  and  others  at  the 
same  time  for  defeating  it. 

Bat  to  make  this  objection  valid,  we  most  have  anotbcor  support  to  tmder- 
pvc^  it,  to  wit,  that  we  know  precisely  the  whole  of  the  dengn,  or  at  least 
that  it  mnst  be  similar  to  those  of  oar  own  framing;  irtiidi  is  a  fbundstiMi 
we  do  not  care  to  trast  to  in  judging  of  ttae  another's  perfwmanoes :  for  we 
are  very  freqiwntly  convinced  a  thing  was  done  with  dcsigB,  where  we  can< 
not  poesibly  gneas  what  the  deaign  shoald  be,  nor  find  it  answecing  any  end 
that  we  shoald  ende&vour  to  eompass  oarsdves.  Nor  is  it  a  proof  that 
measures  have  been  taken  in  vain,  became  they  foil  of  completing  the  pur- 
pose we  expected  to  have  seen  Answered  by  them  unless  we  know  all  their 
tendencies,  and  can  be  wdl  assured  there  was  none  other  end  whereto  they 
were  necessarily  condndve  to  far  as  they  have  gone.  Barely  it  is  too  hasty  a 
judgment  to  pronounce  all  imptrfeot  fbrmatioDs,  and  all  interruptions  or 
irregularities  in  dke  works  of  natore  nacQeas,  when  we  many  tiroes  find  our 

Our  aeparaguB,  oor  canlifioweTS,  and  our  garden  stuff,  are  but  haJf-formed 
productions,  whidi  when  come  to  their  natoral  perfectioti,  are  no  longer  fit 
for  our  tables :  we  find  a  ^ce  there  for  green  gooeeberjies,  and  hatf-^rown 
qHicots,  and  do  not  relish  our  peas  sod  beans  when  ripened  to  their  fidl 
maturity.  Bezoar,  civet,  and  castor,  are  the  diaeaecs  of  ■'"""'''■ :  gums, 
oak-gaUs,  and  variegated  leaves,  the  distempers  of  pimts.  Knee-timber, 
the  distortion  of  nature,  is  move  valuable  than  the  straight :  and  double 
bkMsoms,  which  seem  ber  errors  u  seldom  yielding  seed,  are  coveted  by  us 
in  contempt  of  the  single.  We  prune,  and  poll,  and  cut  oor  trees  into  un- 
oaftural  shapes :  and  make  capons,  wethers,  and  oxen  by  mstilation.  As 
much  as  we  deqnse  the  vile  tribes  of  ineeets,  there  are  soose  of  them  of 
ocmseqnence  enough  to  claim  our  regard,  as  the  co^insal,  the  bee,  and  the 
sOkworm.  Tfae  most  trifling  ol^e^  soKettsaeB  deserve  our  attentian,  or 
asnst  us  in  the  discoveries  of  scivtoe :  little  acoidenla  have  an  influenoe  upon 
our  affiurs  t  even  disai^KHntments  and  troubles  famish  a  great  part  of  our 
employment,  and  bear  no  inocmaidentble  share  in  forming  the  tenqKrs,  tba 
virtues,  and  the  diaracters. 

Some  commodities  ol  natural  growth,  sad  many  of  oor  manufacture^ 
seemed  formed  on  purpose  to  be  destroyed  sgain,  aa  eoals.  peat,  oandles. 
pastry,  gunpowder,  becKnae  their  use  Hea  sol^  in  the  consumption.  Noc 
m  H  derated  an  inconsiatQney  in  homau  understanding,  to  oontrtn  evince 
far  breaking  to  places  ibs  com  it  has  been  indnstrioaB  to  cultivate,  or  to 
render  it  unfit  either  for  seed  or  food  in  making  etareb,  pastes,  or  powders, 
er  to  extract  a  smdl  part  of  its  virtue,  ^Kiilii^  all  the  rest  in  the  brewery 
«r  distillery.    Why  tbea  should  we  amugn  nature  trf  tneonaiateoey  for  mak* 
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rag  imperfect  productionB,  or  destroying  tiuee  die  hu  completed  until  vr 
know  whit  further  compoHitiona.Htie  may  or  amy  not  fona  of  their  cniditiei 
and  what  distilloieB  she  may  ndse  from  their  corruption  ? 

But  we  very  confidently  decide,  that  everthing  mnst  be  oagmtory  which 
has  not  a  viiible  tendency  to  the  servioM  of  man ;  as  if  we  knew  all  the 
channda  by  which  oar  uses  are  cc»iTeyed  to  os,  or  that  what  does  not  ad- 
vance them  immediately  could  not  do  it  remotely.  Why  must  we  needs 
pronounce  the  eaithwonn  an  unprofitable  reptile,  because  we  cannot  eat  his 
6eah,  nor  make  gloves  of  hie  ilcin  ?  perhi^  be  aeaists  the  plou^man  to 
fructify  the  earth  by  tmrtiing  it  continually,  or  opens  the  mould  among  the 
fibrona  roots  of  grass,  where  the  spade  could  not  reach  without  bruiaing 
them  to  pieces :  so  that  we  may  be  beholden  to  him  in  part  for  onr  daily 
bread,  and  owe  bim  more  thanks  than  anger  for  dealing  the  turf  incur  gar- 
dens. Why  mutt  it  necessarily  be  a  waste  in  natore  that  such  multitudes  - 
t>f  seeds  and  vegetables  perish  by  weather  or  other  accidents  ?  how  know 
we  that  their  putrefaction  is  not  a  distillery  from  whence  the  air  we  breathe 
is  supplied  with  that  vivifying  spirit  whereby  it  sustains  us?  we  may  know 
by  the  fermentation  and  warmth  arising  from  them  when  laid  in  heaps,  that 
they  contain  an  active  spirit :  and  though  upon  bol^g  our  &cea  over  them, 
we  find  it  rather  of  a  Bufibcating  than  enlivening  quality,  because  taken  in 
too  great  quantities,  yet  so  we  should  brandy  if  paiu«d  down  by  pinta. 
which  nevertheless  proves  an  excellent  cordial  properly  administered. 

The  more  narrowly  men  pry  into  the  ooursea  of  nature,  their  mutual  de- 
pendencies and  efieeta  upon  one  another,  they  doily  discover  new  uses  un- 
known or  untbought  of  before,  and  that  even  in  things  vulgarly  esteemed 
pernicious ;  from  whence  it  is  a  reasonable  premunption  that  there  remain 
innumerable  naea  still  behind,  which  never  will  and  never  can  be  ducovered 
while  we  have  no  better  fecnltiea  than  those  allotted  u«  at  present.  But 
even  admitting  the  total  usdessnets  of  some  pheDomena ;  this  would  not  in- 
validate cor  argnment  with  respect  to  thope  whose  uses  are  manifest.  We 
do  not  reason  thus  in  regard  to  one  another ;  if  we  see  a  man  act  unde«iga> 
edly  in  some  instances,  we  do  not  conclude  he  does  so  in  others,  where  we 
can  discern  and  approve  his  design.  And  it  will  be  enough  for  all  neces- 
aary  purposes,  if  we  satisfy  ourselves  there  is  a  wisdom  in  the  productions 
formed  around  us,  though  it  shoidd  not  extend  to  them  all  without  excep- 
tion. Nay,  the  vulgar,  who  seem  to  apprehend  chance  as  having  a  joint 
share  in  the  government  of  the  world,  find  therein  another  subject  for  wis- 
dom to  wnk  upon,  in  preventing  or  remedying  the  errors  of  chance,  and 
making  such  ample  provtrion  for  those  formations  which  are  liable  to  ac- 
«dent,  that  there  may  be  enough  both  for  use  and  for  waste :  an  instance 
whereof  we  have  in  the  rain,  which  is  raised  in  such  quantities,  as  though 
(me  half  be  lost  in  the  sea,  the  other  half  suffices  to  water  the  land. 

But,  for  my  part,  I  see  no  reason  to  determine  upon  the  absolute  uselesa- 
DeiB  f^  any  provision :  if  there  be  some  which  afford  room  to  believe  they  do 
no  benefit  to  man,  and  others  from  whence  he  reaps  a  trilling  advantage 
not  at  .all  proportionable  to  the  vastness  of  preparation,  (of  which  there 
might  be  instances  produced,)  it  seems  a  more  probable  conclusion,  that 
tliey  were  made  for  other  Beii^,  and  that  whatever  is  waste  to  us  wa* 
expedient  to  them,  fbr  why  should  we  peranade  ourselves  the  boundleaa 
universe  must  contain  no  more  inhabitants  than  those  crawling  about  thia 
little  globe  ?  or  what  else  besides  vulgar  prejudice  makes  ns  think  it  impoe- 
Mble,  that  Ufe,  sense,  and  activity,  can  subsist  without  such  gross  organi- 
zations as  render  us  viuble  to  one  another  ?     And  as  we  know  there  are 
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little  anintBla  whicJi  live  by  tbe  destruction  and  pntreAution  of  larger 
bodiei.  so  it  is  not  improbaUe  there  nuij  be  other  ereaturee  who  find  their 
Dies  in  the  Mune  matcviala  that  suj^ly  tu  with  oura:  bat  being  of  very  dif- 
ferent nataree,  reGeive  thdr  benefit  from  difiarent  compoaitiiHv  and  modifi- 
GBdons  ot  them,  whiA  are  vrikoUy  oaeteM  or  pcmkaoai  to  animaht. 

17.  Having  gotten  over  these  objectiona,  we  mnat  leave  it  to  each  man 
to  api  ly  the  remedies  to  eodt  particQlBr  onea  aa  are  apt  to  start  op  occa- 
rionaliy  from  events  relating  to  himself.  Bat  a  little  cahn  reflection  may 
qaickly  satiirfy  him  that  these  temptationa  to  mnrmnr  ariae  from  a  false  idea 
of  the  design  pursued  by  Prondence,  which  he  meaaures  by  his  own  selfiEh, 
narrow  viewa.  We  run  eagerly  after  pleasure,  profit,  or  the  proaecution.trf 
some  present  prevailing  desire,  and  if  things  happen  craaa  to  onr  wishea, 
think  onrfclves  neglected,  or  nnfavourably  dealt  with ;  becanae  we  eannot 
conceive  anythnig  contrived  wisely  that  does  not  help  us  forward  in  our 
career.  Whereas  Providence  constantly  aims  at  the  general  good,  or  the 
-whole  good  of  particulars,  in  preference  to  their  temporary  advantage  or  in- 
dulgence :  we  have  inDumerable  source*  of  gratifiostioii  aflbrded  us,  but 
the  withholding  snch  of  them  ss  would  be  attended  with  miscbieTous  con- 
sequences is  no  leas  a  kindness,  thoo^  we  do  not  see  it.  For  we  take  in 
oor  prospect  by  halves ;  and  not  onfrequently  complain  of  those  very  cir- 
cumstances for  obstmcting  oar  schemes,  which  promote  them  moat  efiec- 
tually,  or  fiimieh  us  with  the  opportunities  of  laying  them. 

How  grievous  does  it  appear  to  the  farmer  when  the  rains  or  firogts  pre- 
vent his  sowmg,  or  freqaent  showers  donble  his  diargcs,  his  labour,  his 
care,  his  attendance,  in  a  catching  harvest !  I  shall  not  urge  upon  him  the 
trite  fable  of  Jupiter  letting  a  hna  with  command  of  the  weather,  and  the 
tenant  mining  himself  by  that  very  privilege ;  because  perhaps  he  will  not 
believe  bat  he  coidd  have  managed  it  more  wisely.  I  shall  rather  luggeet 
to  him  a  coosiden^on  more  obvions  to  his  own  discernment,  which  is,  that 
if  the  seasons  were  constantly  favoarable,  and  the  crops  certain,  the  busi- 
nees  of  agricaltore  would  be  so  easy  that  gentlemen  might  manage  their 
own  lanib  by  help  of  a  bailifl':  so  there  would  be  no  farm  to  let  for  him  t£ 
get  his  living  by,  nor  could  he  expect  to  earn  anything  more  than  the  wages 
of  a  common  labourer. 

And  in  all  condidtHis  of  life,  it  is  common  for  disappointment  and  diffi- 
culty to  quicken  the  industry,  whet  the  wits,  and  ripen  the  experience,  by 
which  we  work  out  onr  advantages  and  [deasnrea ;  and  for  troubles  paasea 
through  to  give  relish  to  subsequent  enjoyments.  But  these  good  conse- 
queooea  will  not  appear  at  the  time  when  we  want  their  comfort  most, 
without  a  proper  dispoeition  of  mind  inclining  us  to  expect  them ;  which 
being  not  attainable  with  a  wish,  requires  our  repeated  endeavours  to  inure 
ourselves  to  it.  By  oontemplation  of  things  apparently  providential,  and 
diligent  observation  of  events  thai  .terminate  better  than  they  promised,  we 
may^un  an  habitual  persnasioa  of  a  wisdom  and  goodness  employed  in 
conducting  them :  which  will  beget  a  reasonable  presumption  ot  the  like 
having  been  exerted  where  we  do  not  b«o  the  marks  of  Aem.  As  practice 
reudtn  the  facolties  more  aoote,  we  shaH  find  our  jn-o^ject  gradually  en- 
large, discovering  footsteps  of  Providence  in  places  where  we  saw  nothing 
but  chance  nod  trifle  before :  until  we  form  something  of  a  system,  and 
make  an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  ways  in  which  wisdom  uses  lo 
proceed - 

But  (here  is  a  caution  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  objects  whereto  we 
dirfct  our  nbeervation :  for  if  wc  fvSet  our  zeal  lo  ran  bevond  our  rtsvon, 
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we  TOKf  dMWce  to  aee  tbe  hand  td  Froridaice  where  it  w  Kit,  and  wliib 
we  ttaey  onradves  Mlowing  its  traces,  may  wander  into  the  wilds  of 
snpentitiaB  aad  enduuiBBni,  full  stocked  with  dresms,  omeas,  signs,  pro^ 
nosHes,  jndguenls,  and  otlier  delnsiTe  j^iantoma.  If  any  estnordinory 
signific&tiona  be  voacbBofed  at  any  time,  tbey  come  nndKii^t,  and  mani- 
fart  theroselvee  instantaneoaaly,  Uke  li^tnin^,  by  thor  own  ttrengtb  mad 
brigfatneBS :  therefore  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  redaeing  them  into  a  science 
whidk  can  be  bvih  only  upon  the  bottom  of  ^miliar  experience.  Bat  it  is 
in  DBtore  and  the  ordinary  connes  of  events,  that  we  are  to  seek  for  soch 
of  the  divine  ooanaels  as  are  fit  f«  tu  to  know ;  for  all  the  motions  ol 
natnre  lying  in  the  hand  of  God,  there  ia  no  doubt  of  his  being  Me  to 
manifest  to  na  ao  much  aa  h«  jndgea  proper  therein  i  this  then  ie  Ae  book 
from  vhetice  we  are  to  dmw  our  science,  and  it  behoves  ns  to  study  the 
style  and  method  of  it  carefaUy.  The  conadonsneaa  of  onr  ahort-sig^ted* 
iMSB  may  teach  as  to  expect  many  tfainga  unaocoantable :  but  what^er  ia 
so,  belongs  not  to  as  to  deacant  upon,  nor  can  we  justly  take  anything  for 
a  ngn  or  a  judgment,  without  trying  a  visible  connection  between  canaea 
imdeflBcta. 

Not  will  it  anffice  to  consider  bardy  tbe  i4)pearances  t^  natore  or  train 
nf  events,  without  observing  farther  what  effect  they  have  upon  the  mMvi 
worid,  and  in  what  manner  they  aeveiBlly  eontribote  towards  forming  the 
tempers,  the  apprehensions,  the  deairee,  and  senttments,  whereon  onr  nsee 
and  oijoyments  depend  ss  nracii  ns  upon  things  external.  But  if  what  haa 
been  offered  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work  should  happen  to  gain  credit, 
BO  as  to  make  it  appear  probable  that  this  life  is  ■  preparation  for  the  next ; 
not  only  as  onr  good  or  evil  conduct  draws  on  its  respective  reward  or  pu- 
nishment, but  as  oar  habits  of  thought  and  action  operate  upon  the  spi- 
ritual body  we  carry  within  us,  and  gradnally  work  out  the  powers,  the 
taljn;«,  the  genins,  anited  to  the  fanotiona  we  are  destined  to  perfona 
hereafter :  das  will  open  a  new  field  of  observation,  wherein  though  we 
cannot  tell  predsely  what  are  the  particular  uses  of  everything  we  see,  yet 
we  may  garter  from  the  variety  of  professions,  conditiona  and  ways  of  life, 
vherainio  men  are  cast  by  nature,  or  led  by  acddent,  that  there  are  further 
naes  designed  beyond  those  we  discern,  and  that  whatever  appears  nnac- 
oonntable  in  oar  present  dispenaationB  has  its  reference  to  future  ooose- 
quences,  in  tite  regions  lying  out  of  onr  ken. 

After  competent  practice  in  these  exercises,  we  shall  begin  to  look  upon 
emything  aa  providential,  not  indeed  originally  so  as  exhibiting  marics  ot 
B  dMJgn,  bnt  capable  of  being  employed  in  it,  and  deriving  their  evidence 
of  being  BO  enqiloyed  from  \he  opinion  we  have  already  established  upon 
the  foondation  of  other  evidences.  And  if  we  try  to  frame  a  theory  ot 
the  particnlar  steps  whereby  they  promote  their  design,  it  may  help  to 
•trei^itheB  our  opinion  and  can  do  no  hart,  provided  nothing  be  admitted 
inconatstent  with  the  facta  we  experience.  This  idea  of  ererfhing  provi. 
dential,  aocording  to  the  strength  of  its  impression,  will  infollibly  beget 
a  proportionable  sense  (tf  our  being  continually  under  the  care  and  direc- 
ti(»  of  IVovidence,  so  that  nothing  happens  to  us  in  vain,  but  even  trifling 
occnrrenoes  and  ainister  accidents  terminate  in  some  solid  advantage, 
greater  or  leas,  near  or  remote.  Nevertheless,  in  <mler  to  re^i  the  fall 
benefit  <^  sudi  a  sense,  which  we  shall  miss  erf  if  we  look  for  it  in  th« 
wrong  quarter,  I  must  repeat  what  1  have  remarked  before,  tiiat  the  ad- 
vanti^  to  be  expected  is  not  always  the  removal  of  onr  present  distress, 
nor  the  procurement  of  anything  we  have  now  in  our  desires.     Yet  the 
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pemniioD  of  distant  good,  to  ariw  from  what  paeaea  with  us,  i«  an  allevi- 
ation of  prcaent  uneacinew :  <«  at  leait  takes  oS  that  regret  which  doubles 
the  presmre,  and  peHiaps  makes  the  whote  weight.  For  it  has  been  said 
of  old  that  pain  of  itself  is  do  evil,  but  takes  its  sting  from  reflection : 
trouble  and  reflection  oertainly  fix  their  seat  there.  When  men  look  upon 
what  bcAls  theta  as  an  injury  or  cruelty,  then  it  is  they  are  hurt  by  what 
tJiey  feel ;  but  if  there  be  any  plearoreable  object  ready  whereon  reflection 
can  be  tnmed,  the  evil  will  sit  light ;  or  at  worst  there  wilt  be  gleams 
of  comfort  at  every  Uttle  interval  between  the  attacks  of  pain :  and  we  have 
BO  reason  to  despise  the  remedy  that  gires  a  partial  relief,  because  it  does 
not  work  a  perfect  irare. 

18.  But  the  cares  of  Providence,  how  univenally  soever  extended,  do 
not  snpersede  the  necessity  of  our  own  cares  to  av^l  ourselves  of  the 
oftportunities  pat  into  our  hands.  What  though  the  earth  be  stored  with 
food  of  bU  kinds  by  the  bounty  of  heaven,  we  mnat  gather  and  prepare  it 
for  onrselvee,  or  Bhall  starve  in  the  midst  of  plenty.  What  though  a  thou- 
sand cnrious  engines  be  continaatly  at  work  in  the  body  to  concoct,  to  secrete, 
anddtstribute  thejaices  neceaearyfbr  preserving  the  vigour  of  health:  yet  we 
must  asBiBt  their  play  by  temperance,  and  exercise,  or  sometimes  by  medi- 
cine, or  the  machine  will  quickly  run  into  disorder.  For  our  powers  of 
action,  and  the  eeaae  given  us  to  direct  them,  being  among  the  provisioos 
made  for  our  benefit,  by  abusing  them  we  may  easily  fniatnite  die  effects 
of  all  the  rest,  therefore  it  behoves  ns  to  apply  them  so  as  may  conduce 
most  to  our  happiness,  the  proper  goal  whereto  we  are  to  steer. 

Now  there  needs  not  much  argument  to  persuade  men  they  will  be 
happy  in  the  gratification  of  their  desires  so  long  as  it  may  last  vrith  relish ; 
nor  can  they  foil  of  knowing  by  ezperienoe,  that  desire  is  not  of  so  inflex- 
ible a  nature  but  that  it  may  be  made  to  take  a  new  ply,  and  brongbt  to 
foaten  upon  different  objects  by  care  and  industry.  But  Providence  having 
the  disposal  of  all  events  universally,  its  purposes  can-never  be  defeated; 
therefore  so  far  as  our  desves  coincide  with  them,  they  can  never  be 
crossed  or  dis^>pointed :  so  the  road  to  h^tpiness  is  plain  where  we  can 
discern  what  those  purposes  are,  and  mrmount  die  difficulty  of  bending 
desire  until  it  foils  into  the  same  line. 

Oar  idea  of  Providence  vriU  lead  us  to  cooclade,  it  aims  at  the  general 
good  of  the  creation,  or  the  whole  good  of  individuals,  and  even  their  tem- 
porary accommodations  and  enjoyments  whenever  compatible  with  the 
other  two :  therefijre  this  is  the  coutk  it  will  be  moat  expedient  for  us  to 
pot  ourselves  into.  Our  amoscmeuta  and  conveniences,  and  the  ordinary 
porsnitB  of  life,  do  not  lead  us  out  of  our  way,  while  we  have  nothing  of 
greater  moment  to  pursue :  but  these  are  to  be  regarded  only  as  occasional 
employmente  to  keep  us  in  action,  or  underparts  chF  our  design  to  be  taken 
up  or  laid  aside  with  indifference ;  for  our  prindpal  attention  is  due  to 
securing  the  main  chance,  and  making  our  service  as  extensive  to  our 
fellotr-creaturea  as  opportunity  will  permit. 

This  is  properly  our  businees  and  the  perfection  of  onr  nature,  for 
children  are  Belfish  and  short-nghted,  their  views  confined  always  to  their 
own  pleasures,  or  wants  of  tlie  present  moment :  but  as  they  grow  up, 
their  prospect  opens,  and  their  sensibility  spreads,  theycanfed  a  plea»ure  in 
making  advances  towardn  distant  good,  and  find  a  conscibus  comfdacence 
in  the  good  offices  they  do  to  others.  The  difierence  between  manly  and 
childish  lies  in  the  importance  of  the  design,  with  a  disregard  of  humour, 
appetite,  and  indulgence,  never  saflering  (hem  to  occupy  our  thoughts  a. 
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moment  longer  than  we  judge  expedient.  Nor  can  wo  be  said  to  have 
Arrived  at  the  perfection  of  manhood,  nntil  whatever  appears  moEt  profitable 
upon  the  whole  becomea  an  object  of  real  desire,  bo  as  to  a£brd  a  present 
gratification  in  the  steps  taken  to  proaecute  it:  and  makes  us  feel  a 
■ensible  complacence  in  an^  dispensation  of  Providence  we  can  conceive 
conducing  to  om-  own  or  the  ^eral  benefit,  though  in  the  remotest 
futurity.  Tlese  then  sre  the  pomts :  it  behoves  us  to  labour  roost  indua- 
trionsly,  as  being  oar  greatest  improvement,  which  if  once  completely 
attained,  so  aa  that  distant  good  could  be  made  the  subject  of  joy  and  desire 
eqnally  with  preaent,  would  both  conduct  na  surest  to  oar  goal,  and  render 
our  intermediate  journey  pleasant. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  take  up  a  general  resohition  of  pursuing  always 
the  greater  good,  far  we  do  not  always  know  in  what  quarter  it  lies,  and- 
vrtien  we  clearly  discern  our  way,  cannot  always  bring  ourselvea  to  travel  in 
it.  For  the  consequences  of  actions  often  terminate  so  contrary  to  first 
appearance,  the  measares  reqniute  for  attaining  an  advantage  ere  so 
intricate,  and  so  many  things  to  be  taken  into  consideration  which  do  not 
easily  present  themselves,  that  we  need  particular  rules  and  maxima  to 
Fujiply  the  deficiency  of  our  judgment,  and  serve  us  respectively  for  gnides 
in  each  particular  sitnation  of  circamsluices. 

Then  desire,  thongh  capable  (rf  yielding  to  control,  yet  wUl  not  come 
and  go,  stop  short,  or  change  its  course,  npon  the  word  of  command ;  but 
requires  art  and  management  to  model  it  into  the  shape  we  want.  The 
necessities  and  occasions  of  life  oblige  us  often  to  confine  our  whole  atten* 
tion  to  the  present  instant,  and  to  objects  lying  close  before  ua :  some  inno* 
cent  desires  must  be  noarisbed  to  rouse  us  to  activity,  and  others  not  quite 
so  may  be  nsefolly  employed  to  assist  in  mastering  the  more  daogeroua  : 
alt  this  discipline  we  should  scarce  have  skill  or  strength  enough  to  practise 
without  some  methods  and  incitements  suggested  to  help  us.  Add  to  this, 
that  imagination  bearing  a  very  conmderftble  sway  in  our  motions,  it  will  be 
of  the  utmoet  consequence  to  have  this  feculty  well  stored  with  opiaiouf, 
sentiments,  inclinations,  and  habits,  that  it  may  assist  readily  in  executing 
the  dictates  of  reason,  or  act  as  her  deputy  in  the  hurry  of  business,  or 
npon  sudden  emergencies,  when  there  is  no  room  for  sober  deliberation. 
Tltese  ralee,  and  methods,  and  sentiments.neceasary  to  direct  the  judgment, 
to  rectify  the  will,  and  purify  the  imagination,  make  up  what  I  conceive  ia 
IHoperly  called  Religion :  which  ia  to  be  calculated  rather  for  the  uses  of 
the  heart  than  of  the  head,  by  how  much  of  greater  importance  it  is  to 
practise  what  we  know,  than  to  increase  our  knowledge. 

llierefore  I  take  Religion  to  be  distinguished  from  Philosophy  by  baling 
its  principal  residence  in  the  imagination :  not  that  J  mean  to  insiniato 
thereby  that  it  is  a  thing  imaginary,  or  the  tenets  of  it  arbitrary ;  bat  a  mu 
may  lay  np  in  mind  the  discoveries  of  his  understanding,  and  continue  to 
use  them,  after  he  has  utterly  forgotten  the  foundations  whereon  they  tverv 
grounded.  So  likewise  the  produce  of  sound  and  solid  reasoning  may  be 
inculcated  into  another  who  has  not  capacity  to  judge  of  them  himself,  and 
to  him  they  will  be  mere  persuasions  of  the  mind ;  nevertheless  they  may 
prove  of  excellent  service  and  necessary  use  for  his  conduct.  And  when 
we  consider  that  these  persuasions  are  to  be  calculated  for  general  benefit, 
as  likewise  how  few  there  are  who  could  eater  into  the  grounds  of  then, 
if  laid  open  ever  so  carefully  to  their  view,  a  man  tlwt  has  the  good  of 
others  at  heart  will  be  content  to  find  less  of  rational  inference  and  connec- 
tion, than  he  would  desire  upon  hi*  own  private  account.     Tliesc  considera- 
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tioDs  open  into  u  new  field,  which  we  shall  endea 
distinctly  in  the  remaining  put  of  our  progress. 


REUGION. 


If  anybody  shall  expect,  from  the  conchuion  of  the  last  chapter  nnd 
title  of  this,  to  see  me  enter  upon  formbg*  a  complete  BcKeme  of  rules  both 
for  doctrine  and  practice,  he  must  have  a  much  higher  or  a  meaner  opinion 
of  my  understanding,  than  1  think  any  man  can  deserve  ;  the  former,  if  he 
mipposes  me  equal  to  the  task;  the  latter,  if  he  helieves  me  capable  of  so 
wild  >n  attempt  without  probability  of  enccess.  For  to  perfect  each  a 
dcaign,  one  had  need  not  only  to  know  the  things  above,  things  round 
aboflt  na,  and  understanding  hntnan  nature  in  general,  but  likewise  the 
paniona,  affections,  apprehensions,  capacities,  frailties,  and  advantages  be- 
longing  to  it :  tc^edier  with  what  I  may  call  the  materia  medica  of  morality, 
that  is,  the  conceptions,  persuasions,  maxims,  customs,  institutions,  em> 
I^oyriile  therm,  their  several  efficacies  or  tendencies,  their  mischievous  as 
well  as  salutary  qualities,  and  to  what  particular  disorders  or  purposes  of 
invigorating  the  health  they  are  respectively  applioable. 

Yet  consdous  as  I  am  of  insofficiency  upon  these  points,  I  should  neither 
grudge  nor  scruple  to  produce  what  little  I  could  of  my  own  framing,  were 
such  endeAvoura  at  all  needful ;  but  there  is  no  occasion  to  undergo  the 
laborious  drudgery  of  making  brick  without  straw,  at  least  until  we  shall 
have  tried  what  can  be  done  with  the  materials  already  supplied  to  oar 
hands.  When  we  find  them  iaH  of  expectation,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
think  o<^  dcnag  the  heat  we  can  npon  our  own  1>ottom :  if  they  do  not  fail, 
they  will  answer  our  porpose  more  effectually  than  anything  we  could  have 
prepared  ooraehee  :  for  were  it  possible  to  strike  out  a  new  system  equally 
good,  this  might  not  he  so  advantageous  as  building  npon  an  old  one. 
Men  are  not  easily  put  out  of  their  accustomed  trains  of  thinking,  nor  will 
be  found  willing  to  take  e  new  road  where  every  thing  must  appear  strange 
and  uncduth  :  and  if  Ihey  were,  could  not  make  so  good  advances  as  upoa 
grounds  that  were  familiar  to  them  before. 

For  this  reason,  if  there  were  no  better,  I  am  warranted  in  having  re- 
course to  the  doctrines  prevaihn^  in  these  countries,  borrowing  from  thence 
what  I  may  want  for  my  future  occasions,  and  supporting  what  I  take  upon 
the  foundations  already  laid  down  in  the  foregoing  sheets.  Not  that  I 
mean  to  call  in  authority  to  my  ud,  for  this  would  be  departing  from  mv 
plan  :  my  first  proposal  being  to  build  entirely  upon  human  reason,  I  cannot 
conaatently  therewith  take  anything  for  authority  besides  nature  and  expe- 
rience ;  nor  did  I  set  out  in  confidence  of  any  mighty  feats  I  should  perform, 
but  only  to  try  for  experiment's  sake  what  might  be  done  by  ray  own  in- 
dusby.  1  am  not  conscious  of  having  advanced  anything  in  contradiction 
of  the  opinions  generally  received  as  fundamental,  nor  yet  anything  which 
bad  not  its  support  independent  on  them.  My  not  using  authority  ought 
no  more  to  be  taken  as  a  proof  of  r^ecting  than  receiving  it :  for  it  was  my 
business  to  ^  on  quietly  my  own  way,  without  taking  ude  among  con- 
tending parties ;  deurous  of  being  thought  a  nentnd,  as  the  character  most 
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euitaUe  to  that  apirit  of  reconcilement  I  have  profeesed  all  along.  Agree- 
ably vrith  this  view,  I  may  now  proceed  to  examine  what  there  u  ocwfonn- 
able  between  the  diBcoveries  of  Reason  and  Revelation,  and  how  br  tbcy 
sapport,  illnatrate,  and  itrengtheB  each  other ;  if  perchance  I  may  produce 
something  thereby  that  may  be  styled  either  a  Cfariatian  Philosophy  or  a 
rational  Oiristtanity. 

Not  that  I  can  expect  to  please  everybody  by  making  this  attempt ;  for 
tliere  are  people  who  seem  to  have  placed  the  comer-stone  of  their  faith  in 
that  text.  He  that  is  not  with  us  is  againat  us,  and  he  that  gathereth  not 
with  us,  scatteretb.  With  snch  there  ia  no  medium  to  he  preserved :  a 
favourable  word  spoken  of  any  they  do  not  hke  ia  ta]cen  for  a  declaration  of 
hostility  against  theiaselTei ;  aa  if  it  were  high  treason  in  religion  and  phi- 
losophy to  drink  a  pretender's  health.  They  are  more  eager  to  nut  down 
an  adversary  than  to  labom-  at  their  own  improvement,  ai  being  the  leea 
troublesome  task ;  and  more  afraid  lest  anottier  should  attain  any  good 
thing  than  that  themselves  should  miss  of  it.  For,  seeking  their  crolit  ra- 
ther by  difiering  from  others  than  by  their  intrinsic  merit,  they  cannot  hear 
with  patience  whatever  tends  to  lessen  that  difference,  whicii  they  strive 
to  widen  aa  for  as  possible :  so  that  be  who  presomeB  to  dotU^t  of  a  single 
tmth  must  be  a  heretic,  an  in£del,  a  man  of  ho  principles ;  and  he  that  be- 
lieves a  aingle  point  without  a  sufficient  warrant  to  their  liking,  roast  be  a 
bigot,  an  enthusiast,  a  era%  designer  upon  the  liberties  of  mankind.— 
Persons  of  this  cast  are  not  to  be  .worked  upon  by  calm  reasoning ;  paseion 
and  positiveness  are  the  engines  to  be  employed  in  dealing  widi  ^em  ;  so  I 
look  upon  them  as  quite  oat  of  my  province.  The  best  I  can  hope  for  is  to 
be  taken  no  notice  of;  or  if  they  must  place  me  in  the  light  of  an  enemy, 
I  would  choose  to  stand  equally  so  in  the  eyes  of  both  parties,  esteeming  it 
less  diipiutigement  to  be  thought  a  scatterer,  than  to  gather  firebrands  with 
«itherBide. 

But  there  are  many  of  a  different  turn,  who  judging  of  opinions  by  their 
kiherent  Itwtre,  do  not  want  a  foil  to  set  them  off,  nor  lie  under  temptation 
to  depreciate  what  they  reject,  in  order  to  magnify  what  they  adopt ;  there- 
fore they  ere  candid  and  favourable  to  those  who  seem  at  widest  variance 
from  them,  glad  to  find  them  less  unreasonable  than  they  had  ima^ned,  and 
ready  to  interpret  everything  for  the  best ;  firm  in  their  own  sentiments, 
yet  still  better  satisfied  to  find  tiiem  coincide  with  those  of  others ;  wishing 
wcB  to  their  opposers,  and  therefore  rejoiced  to  see  the  opposition  redact 
to  a  narrower  compass,  esteeming  their  own  tenets  beneficiid,  and  therefore 
better  pleased  the  more  of  them  can  be  made  appear  embraced  in  substance 
by  Mdi  as  seemed  to  reject  them  in  words.  Persons  of  this  character  will 
be  likely  to  lend  me  an  attentive  ear,  and  wish  me  success,  how  little  soever 
they  may  e^iect,  or  I  can  promise  it :  but  as  they  stand  at  pesent  divided 
in  two  difleient  camps,  it  will  be  expedient  to  have  a  little  discourse  with 
eadi  of  thera  separately,  before  I  enter  upon  my  attempt  to  accommodate 
matters  between  both  :  but  ia  so  doing,  I  must  proceed  upon  the  principles 
peculiar  to  each,  h<^ing  the  others  will  not  be  scandalized  at  me  for  sup- 
posing the  possibili^  of  trvth  in  what  they  have  pronoonced  false,  but  con- 
sider me  not  as  laying  down  any  opinion  of  my  own,  bnt  using  what  the 
schoolmaster  calls  arguments  to  the  man. 

2.  And  first  I  shall  address  myself  to  those  who  hold  the  reality  of  reve- 
lations, and  geDuineness  of  those  records  by  wUch  they  have  hem  handed 
down  to  nor  timea.  lltese  they  will  acknoiriedge  prociEeded  from  the  God 
of  love  and  truth,  who  had  no  end  of  his  own  to  serve  therein,  but  gave 
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them  in  pure  Lisduees  to  mankind ;  or  if  they  suppose  the  ndvucement  of 
his  ovn  glory  to  have  been  a  motive,  yet  tbey  will  hardly  imagine  he  does 
anything  for  his  glory  detrimental  to  his  creatures ;  but  rather  that  his 
power  and  his  wisd(»a  were  bo  great,  aa  to  make  the  eame  means  work  out 
the  parposes  both  of  Love  and  Glory.  So  that  the  benefit  of  mankind,  if 
not  the  sole  thing  designed,  yet  was  designed  in  every  dispeiuati(m  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  well  extraordinary  a»  ordinary  ;  and  we  may  say  the  same  of  all 
divine  institationB,  as  we  are  taught  to  believe  of  one  in  particular.  That 
man  was  not  made  for  the  sabbath,  but  the  sabbath  for  man. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is,  in  what  manner  we  will  conceive 
that  bene6t  to  be  operated,  whether  by  a  new  virtue  and  eflicacy  annexed 
to  certain  institntions  by  oojnipotence,  or  by  the  effect  they  must  naturally 
have  upon  the  minds  and  conduct  of  such  a>  practise  them.  1  hope  I  shall 
not  give  offence,  if  I  am  nawiUing  to  admit  anything  that  looks  like  charm 
and  magic  in  religion;  for  lie  that  made  us  and  knows  minutely  all  the 
springa  of  our  composition,  has  no  need  to  give  a  supernatural  energy  to 
things  insignificant,  but  can  find  methods  of  management  suited  to  the  na- 
ture and  condition  of  his  creatures :  therefore  shall  presume  that  whatever 
commands  come  from  God  are  such,  as,  if  we  were  able  to  discern  their  ex- 
pedience, we  should  see  it  prudent  to  follow  the  courses  they  direct  to,  al' 
though  they  hod  not  been  enjoined  i  so  that  we  might  regard  his  precepts 
BS  issuing  ^om  wisdom  rather  than  authority,  as  advices  of  one  who  knows 
what  is  best  for  us,  rather  than  edicts  of  one  whom  we  durst  not  disobey, 
were  we  of  so  happy  a  temper  as  always  to  take  advice  without  the  dread  of 
authority  to  enforce  it.  Prom  hence  it  follows  that  reason  and  nature  are 
the  some  tiling  as  divinity,  that  whoever  should  perfectly  understand  one 
should  understand  both,  and  every  step  of  real  proficiency  in  either  is  an 
advance  towards  the  other. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  prelate  of  no  small  reputation  in  the  Church,  the 
late  Bishop  of  London,  that  Christianity  was  a  republication  of  natural  Re- 
ligion  ;  now  if  I  were  to  draw  the  some  inference  therefrom  that  has  been 
drawn  before,  to  wit,  that  it  is  as  old  as  the  creation,  and  consequently 
contsina  nothing  material  more  than  might  have  been  discovered  by 
human  sagacity,  I  know  it  will  be  objected  that  in  this  republication  are 
inserted  additions  of  new  matters  not  to  be  found  in  the  first  edition  :  but 
I  know  not  how  to  remove  the  objection,  for  I  can  muster  up  no  argu^ 
ments  even  to  persoade  myself  that  the  mysteries  of  the  Trinity,  the  In- 
carnation, the  Redemption,  and  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  could  ever 
have  been  reached  by  the  strongest  efforts  of  human  reason.  Nevertheless, 
let  us  examine  whether  this  overthrows  our  former  supposition,  that  all  dis- 
pensations of  heaven  are  grounded  upon  the  condition  of  human  nature, 
and  their  efficacy  dependent  thereon  :  for  nature  is  not  what  it  was  when 
t)ie  law  of  reason  was  first  written  i^n  the  nnderstaiiding,  therefore  may 
require  fresh  additions  which  were  needless  before. 

I  suppose  it  will  be  allowed  that  if  man  bad  not  rendered  himself  ob- 
noxious to  punishment  by  his  fall,  he  would  have  needed  no  redemption, 
and  omse^uently  no  knowledge  erf  the  mysteries  whereby  it  might  be  ef- 
fected :  bad  his  nnderstanding  not  been  darkened,  he  would  have  wanted 
no  enlightening  from  above :  had  his  will  retained  its  native  vigoor,  a  di- 
vine assistance  to  second  bis  endeavours  had  been  superfluous.  So  that 
these  additions,  though  never  discoverable  by  the  best  exerted  industry,  yet 
the  expedience  of  them  was  founded  upcm  the  native  of  imui ;  not  indeed 
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that  wherclD  fie  waa  created,  hot  his  preaeat  conupted  nature.  Where- 
fore the  Btudy  of  This  conduces  to  the  more  perfect  underetaiidiiig'  of  llieiD, 
or  at  leSMt  enables  ub  to  make  the  better  application  of  them  to  our  uses :  u 
a  physiciaii  ooght  to  know  the  nature  of  the  disorder  and  present  habit  of 
his  patient,  before  he  con  administer  the  remedies  he  hae  in  etore. 

TTten  ftw  that  part  which  is  barely  a  republication,  why  should  we  expect 
mischief  from  the  exercise  of  reason  ?  so  far  as  this  part  extends,  we  may 
say  without  offence,  that  Christianity  is  as  old  as  the  creation ;  the  perfec- 
tion of  morality  is  still  the  same  it  ever  was,  the  book  of  nature  wherein 
were  written  ^e  essences  of  right  and  wrong,  lies  open  before  ns  without 
erasement,  or  variation  in  the  pages,  since  their  first  impreasion  :  but  our 
faculties  are  altered,  our  vision  contracted,  andour  language  divided  into  a 
Babel  of  tongues,  so  that  we  cannot  take  in  the  whole  winding  periods  con- 
taining a  long  series  of  causes  and  effects,  nor  pursue  remote  and  interme- 
diate relations  to  one  conclusion  ;  and  when  we  do  read  the  substance  we 
sometimes  express  it  in  terms  contradictory  to  those  employed  by  one  an- 
other. 

Wherefore  a  republication  might  be  expedient  to  new  model  the  andent 
text  into  a  conciser  form,  suitable  to  our  comprehension,  which  wanted 
particular  rules  and  precepts  that  might  put  us  upon  measures  we  did  not 
discern  the  prudence  of :  and  to  fix  a  ceitaiii  standard  of  language,  which 
might  render  our  intercourse  among  one  another  more  commodious  and 
profitable.  Nevertheless,  it  wiU  scarce  be  doubted  that  these  rules  and 
precepts  have  a  real  foundation  in  right  reason  and  nature,  therefore  all  fair 
examination  of  them  npon  these  bottoms  ought  with  more  justice  to  excite 
our  hopes  than  our  fdarms  :  and  since  we  know  how  variously  men  turn 
their  thongts,  bow  diversely  they  connect  their  ideas,  and  express  them- 
selves upon  the  same  sentiment,  it  can  as  littie  be  doubted  that  there  may 
be  a  mixture  of  confonnity  in  (^nnicns  seemin^y  the  most  opposite ;  and 
that  every  discovery  of  this  is  a  step  towards  union,  and  towards  promoting 
the  canee  of  truth. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  the  same  good  Bishop  declare  from  die  pulpit, 
that  we  must  not  judge  from  the  strength  of  human  reason  by  the  works 
we  tee  performed  by  it,  because  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  have  insensibly  in- 
ftued  a  degree  of  their  own  lustre  and  soundness  into  the  present  moral  phi- 
losophy :  and  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  add  anything  from  my  own  experience 
to  BO  great  an  authority,  I  think  I  have  found,  on  conversing  with  unbelievers, 
that  they  have  more  of  the  Christian  in  them  than  they  know  of  themselves. 
Hierefore  we  have  less  reason  to  be  afraid  of  ^em  than  onr  forefathers  had : 
for  by  endeavouring  to  enter  for  a  while  into  thrir  conceptions,  and  ftiUow- 
ing  Uieir  trains  of  tbinking.  if  we  find  nothing  to  learn  by  them,  we  have 
a  chance  of  attracting  them,  without  their  perceiving  it,  a  little  nearer  to 
ourselves  than  they  arc  willing  to  come. 

3.  Nor  do  the  divine  oracles  show  themselves  averse  to  the  exercise  o 
reason  :  we  are  e:diorted  to  try  all  things,  and  told  that  we  may  know  of 
the  doctrines  whether  they  be  from  God  ;  but  how  con  we  make  trial' of 
anything  without  the  use  of  our  jadgment  ?  or  how  can  we  know  the  in- 
ternal matics  of  divinity  in  a  doctrine,  unless  by  compering  it  with  those 
ideas  of  God  we  have  learned  before  from  natural  Rdigion  i  And  if  the 
truth  were  known,  I  am  apt  to  believe  the  internal  evidence  is  what  deter- 
mines most  men  who  do  not  t^e  up  their  opinions  upon  trust :  for  the  ex- 
ternal of  aU  kinds  has  been  so  perplexed  by  subtile  disputations  pro  and  con, 
that  it  requiree  a  coropan  of  reading  few  have  opportunity  to  go  throjgh 


by  Google 


RELIGION.  101 

to  be  masters  of  the  argument ;  but  according  aa  they  think  well  or  ill  o( 
the  doctrine,  they  admit  the  eligbteat,  or  reject  the  sbrtDgeet  evidence  that 
can  be  prodoced  to  anpport  it. 

We  may  gather  farther  from  the  style  and  manner  of  the  Scriptures  that 
they  were  not  intended  to  enperaede  the  uk  of  hnman  reason,  but  rather  as 
helps  eooonraging  ua  to  employ  it  with  more  alacrity.  They  are  delivered 
in  detached  precepts  which  require  judgment  to  methodize  them,  and  form 
them,  together  with  onr  natural  notices,  to  strike  out  a  regular  Byatem  of 
conduct.  They  give  contradictory  rules,  enjoining  us  to  brotherly  love,  to 
diligence  and  indnetry ;  yet  commanding  us  to  hate  father  and  mother,  wife 
and  children,  and  to  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow  ;  for  sufEcient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof :  things  not  to  be  reconciled,  nor  indeed  under- 
stood, without  sober  thought  and  rational  conatruction.  Others  unnatural 
and  impracticable.  If  a  man  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek,  turn  to  him 
the  left;  if  he  would  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also  :  until 
opened  by  the  key  of  reflection  upon  hnman  frailty,  they  appear  to  contain 
within,  not  directions  for  our  ordinary  conduct,  but  admonitions  to  beware 
that  our  natural  appetites  do  not  get  the  mastery  over  us,  teaching  us  not 
BO  much  what  we  are  to  do,  as  what  we  ought  to  render  ourselves  ca- 
pable of  doing.  Others  delivered  in  Riddles  and  Parables,  so  that  seeing 
we  shall  not  see,  and  hearing  we  shall  not  nnderstand,  unless  by  using  (Air 
best  wits  to  dig  out  their  latent  meaning. 

In  short,  the  figurative  style  running  throughout  the  sacred  words  evi- 
dently supposes  a  Amd  of  knowledge  previously  laid  in  from  other  sonrces : 
for  figures  touch  neither  the  imagination  nor  the  understanding,  otherwise 
than  by  their  allusion  to  things  we  have  been  fomiliarly  acquainted  witli 
before.  Therefore  we  are  told  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  maketh  alive  i 
now  what  spirit  more  likely  to  be  meant  here  as  having  this  vivifying 
quality  than  that  of  sobriety  and  discretion,  nourished  up  to  maturity  by 
due  esercise  of  Am  several  means  allotted  us  for  strengdiening  our  facul- 
ties ?  For  the  Spirit  of  God  will  not  do  all  our  work  for  ua  upon  any  occa- 
sion ;  it  only  co-operates  with  onr  endeavours,  nor  will  afford  ua  any  lights 
we  might  have  stricken  out  for  ourselves :  therefore  it  behoves  us  to  avail 
ourselves  of  onr  natural  lights  and  powers  so  far  as  we  cnn,  having  no 
warrant  to  expect  assistance  from  above,  until  we  have  tried  our  strength 
upon  the  materials  found  below. 

But  it  is  said  hnman  reason  is  a  dangeroni  thing,  having  bewildered  many 
in  mazes  and  fatal  errors  who  have  tmsted  to  it :  this  we  do  not  deny,  but 
is  not  Scripture  too  a  dangerous  thing,  having  driven  multitudes  into  wild 
extravagances  and  pernicious  notions  who  have  trusted  to  their  o«n  hasty 
interpretations  of  it?  Therefore,  if  the  abuse  of  a  good  thing  were  en  ar- 
gument for  the  total  disuse  of  it,  we  had  beet  do  as  the  Papists  would  have 
us,  that  is,  wrap  np  our  Bibles  as  well  as  our  talent  of  reason  in  a  napkin, 
and  content  ourselves  with  such  scraps  of  either  as  they  shall  please  to  deal 
out  among  us,  cooked  up  after  their  own  ^hion.  Let  ns  reflect  that  nature 
is  the  work  of  God  as  well  as  Revelation  ;  why  then  should  we  despise  bis 
gift,  and  not  rather  consider  it  as  another  Bible  dictated  from  the  same 
month? 

So  &r  as  we  perceive  them  to  agree,  we  may  rest  assnred  of  having  the 
true  sense  of  the  author :  wherever  thc^  seem  at  variance,  it  is  certain  we 
roust  have  misunderstood  one,  and  a  ^rewd  suspicion  we  may  have  mis- 
taken both.  What  then  can  we  do  better  than  carefully  to  study  both,  and 
pursue  the  comparison  between  them,  in  order  to  apprize  ue  of  our  mistake. 
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or  remove  the  caoK  of  it,  by  employiug  then  to  eiplain  one  sBodMr  i  It  it 
too  Dotorious  from  fret^uent  and  &tid  experience  to  be  denied  that  the 
moment  a  man  throws  aside  hia  reason,  be  has  littJe  farther  benefit  to  expect 
from  revelation :  for  though  the  neoeuarj  duties  be  written  there  in  tncb 
legible  characters  as  that  he  who  runs  may  read,  yet  he  must  have  learned 
to  read  before,  or  he  may  stand  poring  over  them  by  the  hour  without 
being  a  whit  the  wiser  for  all  he  sees. 

Without  disparagement  to  the  holy  writings  I  may  question  whether, 
Btrictly  apealcing,  Uicy  contain  a  perfect  rule  of  doctrine  and  conduct ;  yet 
they  may  do  it  in  a  looser  sense,  as  containing  all  that  was  wanting  to 
supply  the  defects  of  that  other  rule  God  had  given  ns  before  for  many  of 
( ur  uses :  to  the  perfect  rule  is  made  up  by  the  aggregate  of  both,  bat  we 
may  be  said  to  find  perfection  in  the  former  with  the  same  propriety  as  we 
are  said  to  find  bealtli  in  the  prescriptions  of  a  consomroate  physician  ;  not 
that  we  are  to  live  altogether  upon  physic,  nor  expect  to  support  our  health 
without  our  common  food,  but  because  the  medicines  restore  oar  blood  to 
its  purity,  and  our  solids  to  their  original  lone,  thereby  bringing  our  victuals 
to  agree  with  us  and  nourish  us. 

4.  We  are  told  the  Gospel  was  preached  to  the  poor,  thst  is  the  vnlgar 
and  illiterate,  whose  opinions,  sentiments,  and  apprehensions  fluctuate  ft^m 
time  to  time  ;  so  that  what  was  a  proper  regimen  for  the  Jews  and  Gentiles 
just  hiUen  under  the  Roman  yoke,  may  not  suit  the  occasions  of  the  poor  in 
those  European  countries.  And  it  is  admitted  by  divines,  that  some  pre- 
cepts are  not  universally  binding,  but  only  upon  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  delivered :  yet  they  are  not  distinguished  in  the  text  from  the  genenJ 
by  an  introduction  of.  This  is  for  the  disciples,  and  This  for  all  mankind. 
How  then  shall  we  distinguish  them  apart,  unless  by  an  attention  to  human 
nature,  discovering  to  us  what  is  suitable  to  it,  and  what  is  expedient  only 
for  particular  occasions  ? 

Nor  do  ne  scruple  to  alter  the  primitive  institutions  and  practices  with- 
out other  warrant  than  the  necessity  and  reasonableness  of  the  alteration  : 
Christ  sent  forth  his  preachers  with  nothing  more  than  a  staff  in  their  hands, 
and  commanded  them,  into  whatsoever  house  they  should  enter,  to  be  con- 
tent with  what  was  set  before  them,  and  after  tua  departure,  his  Apostles 
maintained  themselves  by  the  work  of  their  hands,  or  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions of  the  faithful :  whereas  our  Clergy  have  revenues,  honours,  and 
power,  established  for  them  by  law,  which  tb^  would  find  much  harder  to 
defend  by  the  written  test,  without  vrresting  it  violently,  than  by  the  ex- 
pediency of  those  provisions  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  and  preser- 
vation of  order  and  Religion  amongus.  So  tliatif  they  have  a  divine  right 
to  their  possessions,  they  must  d^ve  it  through  the  channels  of  human 
nature  and  good  policy,  flowing  from  springs  of  divine  original :  end  this 
regulation  ought  rather  to  be  esteemed  a  foreign  scion  eognifted  from  the 
law  of  reason,  than  a  natural  shoot  from  the  given  law. 

Nor  do  the  laity  stand  in  a  diflerent  case  frcun  the  clergy,  the  landholder 
having  no  better  gospel-right  to  his  nine  parts  than  the  parson  has  to  hia 
tithe :  for  what  is  more  frequently  end  strongly  inculcated  by  Christ  himself 
than  a  community  of  goods  ?  how  often  are  we  exhorted,  as  the  first  pre- 
liminary to  entering  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  to  sell  all  we  have  and  give  to 
the  poor  ?  by  whom  must  be  meant  the  community,  because  if  this  precept 
were  universally  practised,  we  must  all  beoome  poor,  and  all  be  benefitted 
hy  the  produce  arising  from  every  sale.  Nevertheless,  this  reiterated  com- 
muud  obeyed  for  a  Uttle  while,  was  quickly  broken  through,  and  has  long 
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unce  been  toUlly  diiregirded  :  ChnBtiana  now-m-dayi  poHCes  uid  defend, 
aoii  if  they  caa,  increase  their  leveral  properties  without  lorDple,  jet  nitfa- 
out  pretending  the  authority  of  any  text  to  exempt  themselvca,  or  to  deckre 
the  precept  temponiry  or  local ;  without  other  warrant  than  firmn  common 
sense  and  experience  of  human  natare,  which  manifcat*  to  every  apprehen- 
sion the  impracticability  of  such  »  scheme,  and  show*  its  cotain  tendency 
to  introduce  disorder,  confusion,  and  scarcity;  to  discourage  industry,  pra- 
dcnce,  and  commerce,  and  destroy  that  subordination  necessary  to  good 
government.  One  may  presume  this  impracticahle  injunction  was  laid  on 
purpose  to  make  us  see  the  aUowableness  and  necessity  of  consulting  our 
own  judgment,  and  even  suffering  it  sometimes  to  carry  us  directly  counter 
to  the  written  word :  yet  without  infringing  its  authority,  or  proving  the 
command  unnatural,  wherever  nature  can  be  found  in  that  perfection  whereto 
the  Gospel  was  designed  to  restore  it. 

For  a  community  of  goods  is  no  such  extravagant  notion,  but  that  we  can 
find  the  convenience  and  pleasure  of  it  in  little  friendly  societies  for  a  few 
hours  or  a  few  days  continuance.  When  the  company  sit  down  to  an  enter- 
tainment, they  have  not  their  several  messes  in  private  property,  but  all  lies 
in  common  before  them ;  each  man  calls  for  wtut  he  likes,  he  carves  the 
meat  and  helps  the  rest  in  the  manner  he  thinks  will  be  most  agreeable. 
If  a  number  of  well-behaved  and  mutually  well-disposed  persons  set  out 
upon  a  toor  of  diversion,  perhaps  they  put  their  money  into  one  common 
bag :  every  one  orders  what  is  proper  for  the  company,  or  what  he  wants 
for  his  own  occasions,  but  not  more  than  he  has  occasion  fi>r ;  one' takes 


B  of  the  carriages,  another  looks  after  the  proTisions,  another  manages 
the  remittances,  all  in  their  several  ways  bestir  themselves  to  make  things 
agreeable  to  the  whole,  without  grudging  their  trouble. 

Now  did  that  glowing  brotherly  love,  that  unaspiring  humility,  that  soon- 
contented  moderation,  that  contempt  of  pain  and  labour,  that  unwearied 
diligence,  that  unabating  activity,  that  serenity  and  cheerfulness  of  temper, 
which  axe  charwiteristicB  uf  a  p»fect  disciple,  prevail  among  a  people,  it  is 
easy  to  imagine  they  might  sit  down  to  the  table  of  nature,  or  tmvel  the 
journey  of  life,  which  would  then  become  indeed  a  tour  of  diversion  or 
rather  happiness,  more  easily  and  pleaaurably  with  a  community  of  goods, 
than  with  any  division  of  property  whatever.  But  we  Christians  of  the 
present  times  are  not  so  hi^pUy  circumstanced  :  we  have  a  rapacionsuess, 
an  engrossing  greediness,  a  d^ire  of  superiority,  an  insensibility  to  the 
wants  of  others,  an  invmrible  selfiehoeas,  a  discontented  firetfnl  temper,  an 
aversenesB  to  trouble,  a  dread  of  labour,  a  torpid  indolence  never  to  be 
ronsed  unless  by  the  necessity  (rf  our  station,  or  allurement  of  avarice  and 
ambitioD,  or  at  best  an  industry  misplaced  upon  trifles,  or  the  difficult  gra- 
tification of  some  fond  humour.  Who  then  cannot  see  with  half  an  eye  that 
his  knowledge  of  the  world,  as  at  present  cJiaractetized,  may  lawfully  super- 
sede the  oU^ation  of  a  mle  that  would  be  excellent  for  a  nation  of  thorough 
Christians? 

But  lest  we  should  think  unworthily  of  our  Lawgiver's  wisdom,  because 
we  find  by  the  event  that  his  Code  has  not  yet  produced  its  full  effect  upon 
mankind,  let  us  recollect  that  he  has  given  the  promise  of  a  Comforter  to 
come,  who  should  bring  all  things  to  our  remembranee,  and  instruct  us  in 
the  understimding  of  all  things  necessary  for  our  good :  which  promise  had 
Iwen  needless,  had  he  given  his  first  instraotions  in  sooh  fulness  and  dear- 
ness  as  to  suffice  for  their  purpose  without  Airther  esplanatian.  But  how 
is  this  Comforter  to  come  i*     Do  we  expect  him  to  nake  a  solemn  entr/ 
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among  ua,  or  deacend  in  a  vuible  *bape  like  a  dove  ?  We  have  do  groond 
to  look  for  any  other  eipreaa  meesenger  from  heaven  aince  the  Meeaiafa,  who 
wa»  to  close  up  the  great  treiiBBction  between  God  and  man. 

The  very  nature  of  the  errand  teems  to  require  the  Comforter  should  have 
begun  his  progress  already  panning  it  by  slow  and  impercxptible  advances : 
his  influence  wae  felt  by  the  Apostles  and  othera  in  the  primitive  times,  and 
since  no  good  thing  can  be  done  without  him,  we  may  condnde  from  that 
degree  of  piety  and  sound  knowledge  which  has  never  been  wholly  lost  out 
of  the  world,  that  the  like  influence  has  continued  all  along  to  our  days :  yet 
we  cannot  reckon  him  fully  come  until  we  shall  see  the  promised  effects  cf 
bis  arrival  among  mankind,  in  their  perfect  underatanding  of  moral  and  na- 
tural, as  well  SB  revealed  Religion.  In  the  mean  while,  he  works  npon  us 
invisibly. and  secretly,  like  the  wind  whidi  hloweth  where  it  listeth  ;  we  hear 
the  sound  thereof,  but  know  not  whence  it  cometh  nor  whither  it  goelh : 
for  he  presents  no  new  objects,  but  clears  our  optics  to  discern  those  we  have 
already:  nor,  as  1  observed  before,  does  anything  himBelf,  hut  co-operatea 
with  our  endeavours  first  begun.  Therefiw*  it  behoves  ns  to  use  all  our 
faculties,  and  all  means  of  information  from  whence  soever  we  can  draw 
them,  OS  well  fro:^^  the  works  as  the  word  of  God ;  comparing  them  toge- 
ther with  the  best  exercise  of  our  judgment,  as  the  most  likdy  method  to 
put  ourselves  in  a  way  of  obteining  his -assistance. 

5.  I  ahall  neit  pass  over  to  the  other  camp,  where  I  most  take  up  prin< 
ciples  directly  opposite  to  those  I  proceeded  npon  before :  for  when  one 
goes  upon  the  errand  of  peace-making,  one  must  not  contradict  nor  thwart, 
but  say  the  things  that  will  please.  Therefore  I  must  now  look  upon 
Revelation  as  incredible,  and  that  what  has  been  palmed  upon  the  world  for 
such,  was  either  the  invention  of  crafty  politicians,  or  the  delumons  of 
enthusiasts.  For  it  is  necessary  to  assign  the  latter  a  joint  share  in  the 
performance,  because  the  propagators  of  ^e  new  system  were  a  set  of  such 
simple  illiterate  ignorant  creatures,  appearing  to  have  followed  the  present 
impulse  in  ail  they  did,  that  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  them  guilty  of  any 
deep-laid  scheme  or  finespun  artifice,  nor  can  we  carry  our  suspicion  of  craft 
any  further  than  during  the  Jewish  dispensation. 

In  this  apprehension  of  things  we  may  observe  by  how  many  gradual  ad- 
vances, by  what  a  long  and  complicated  tissue  of  various  causes  the  Rehgion 
of  mankind  was  brought  into  its  present  form :'  the  rise  of  a  people  from 
one  stock,  their  singular  averseness  to  intermingle  among  other  nations,  the 
original  foundation,  and  snbeequent  changes  of  their  government,  their 
&mily  attachment,  the  occurrences  befalling  them,  their  prosperities  and  dis- 
tresses, the  craft  of  politicians,  the  exigencies  of  state,  the  circumstances  of 
utoation,  the  delusion  of  enthusiasts,  the  credulity  of  a  mob,  the  hasty 
zeal  and  passions  of  ignomnt  persone,  all  concurred  In  the  great  work. 
Now  unless  we  allow  chance  an  equal  share  in  the  administration  of 
affairs  throughout  the  world,  we  must  needs  ascribe  this  eztraordinaiv  con- 
catenatioa  of  causes  to  the  hand  of  God,  in  the  same  sense  as  we  would  any 
other  producing  an  important  event.  For  how  much  soever  we  may  esteem 
it  beneath  his  Majesty  to  concern  himself  nith  little  matters,  this  is  of  too 
extensive  an  influence  to  imagine  it  passing  without  bis  regard.  The  nations 
of  Europe  are  now  mostly  Christian,  and  when  we  consider  that  Maho- 
metism  is  an  excrescence,  or  coiruption  of  Christianity,  perhaps  as  well  de- 
serving the  name  SB  some  systems  that  still  retain  it,  we  must  allow  that  either 
in  its  purity  or  its  corruptions,  it  has  spread  over  the  whole  civilized  world : 
besides  that  we  know  not  wlut  opiniotia  may  have  been  adopted  from  thence 
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by  the  few  natione  still  remainiDg  heatheu.  Shall  we  then  admit  that  God 
cares  for  what  a%ct«  the  cosdition  of  empires  and  citiea,  bat  refiue  him 
cognizAnce  of  that  which  has  operated  upon  ell  mankind  ? 

Bat  it  may  be  alleged  there  ie  a  diBtinction  to  be  taken  between  things 
appointed  and  permitted,  that  delusion  and  (upentition  being  evils  ought  to 
be  ranked  among  the  latter,  which  we  cannot,  withont  profineneae,  imagine 
to  be  God'a  doing,  though  we  know  they  could  not  have  happened  without 
his  knowledge  and  ecquiesceoce.  Soppooe  them  then  evils,  yet  we  know 
that  God  permitteth  none  unless  in  order  to  bring  forth  greater  good  there- 
from :  and  though  the  permission  of  evil  be  a  divine  prerogative  which  we 
must  not  presume  to  imitate,  jet  where  we  cannot  remedy  the  evil,  it  be- 
comes ns  to  examine  its  nature  and  tendency,  to  study  wlwt  good  was  de- 
signed to  be  produced  thereby,  what  profit  it  may  be  turned  to,  and  lend  our 
hdping  hand  to  promote  the  work  of  God. 

But  why  must  we  need  suppose  Religion  to  be  an  evil,  or  to  have  thrown 
mankind  into  a  wone  condition  than  tl^  had  stood  in  without  it  ?  Are  the 
Chickasawe,  the  Twigtwees,  and  the  Hottentots,  which  are  reported  to  have 
none,  more  humane,  more  enlightened,  better  policied,  or  provided  with  the 
Gonveniencies  of  life  than  those  nations  who  have  some  kind  of  worship 
among  them  ?  The  beat  lawgivers  have  found  it  necessary  to  inculcate  tha 
awe  of  an  invisible  Power,  as  serviceable  to  put  a  check  upon  men's  conduct 
in  matters  that  cannot  fall  nnder  cognizance  of  the  magistrate  ;  wherefbic, 
as  the  worst  govenmient  is  better  tiian  none,  the  reign  of  Nero  or  Domi- 
tian  preferable  to  anarcliy,  so  the  w(»ship  of  a  stock  or  stone  is  better  than 
no  worship  at  all.  But  it  will  scarce  be  denied  that  Mahometism  surpasses 
the  worship  of  idols,  or  that  the  doctrines  prevailing  in  our  own  country 
are  more  rational  than  Mahometism :  why  then  should  we  scruple  to  rank 
among  the  providential  events  described  in  the  last  Chapter,  or  esteem  the 
methods  whereby  they  were  introduced  to  have  been  of  divine  appointment, 
as  marked  out  among  the  courses  of  nature  and  fortune,  in  the  original  plan? 
If  we  persuade  ourselves  that  natural  reason  might  serve  us  better,  in 
God's  name  let  us  try  the  strength  of  it  i  for  I  am  no  more  for  discarding 
reason  than  any  other  means  of  information  in  my  power :  hut  am  not 
ashamed  to  learn  of  anybody,  even  though  I  were  sore  he  knew  less  than 
mysdf ;  for  still  he  may  know  something  1  do  not  know,  or  did  not  think  of, 
or  may  suggest  a  hint  I  may  improve  to  advantage.  But  reason  has  been 
tried,  and  though  carrying  some  few  men  of  cool  judgment,  and  great  lei- 
sure, considerable  lengths,  has  been  found  insufficient  to  conduit  the  busy 
world,  nor  completely  sufficient  even  for  the  studious :  for  there  have  been 
as  many  schisms  and  heresies  in  plulosophy  as  reUgion,  the  one  leAding  into 
as  dangerous  errors  as  the  other. 

Neither  could  philosophy  grow  to  maturity  withont  the  seed  sown  by  the 
nurse  and  the  priest,  for  how  much  soever  we  may  become  afterwards  wiser 
than  our  teachers,  the  most  profound  specDlatiet  can  scarce  imagine  he 
should  have  run  the  same  lengths  of  refinement,  had  he  been  bred  up  among 
the  Hottentots  ;  but  it  is  the  solicitude  for  futurity,  the  persnasion  of  an  in- 
visible nature,  the  importance  of  distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong, 
inculcated  into  us  from  our  childhood,  that  pats  ns  upon  our  inquiries  and 
the  exertion  of  our  foculties.  Therefore,  without  shutting  our  eyes  either 
against  reason  or  popular  opinion,  we  may  employ  them  nsefiilly  to  assist 
and  correct  one  another :  if  not  because  needM  in  private  prudence,  at  least 
to  render  us  better  capable  of  doing  benefit  to  others. 

6.  The  interests  of  the  learned  and  vulgar  are  blended  together,  for  we 
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live  by  Mxncty,  and  our  science,  hb  well  as  our  conveniences  of  life,  however 
worked  up  by  ounelves.  are  made  ont  of  materials  prepared  for  ns  by  otiter 
hands.  What  though  the  sophists  of  Greece  claimed  an  aU-siifficiency  of 
knowledge,  because  they  made  the  cloak  upon  their  back  and  ring  upon  their 
fingers?  yet  1  sappose  the  cloth  was  span,  and  the  gold  refined  from  the  ore 
by  the  ignorant  and  illiter&te,  and  according  as  they  performed  their  work, 
the  cloak  and  the  ring  would  be  more  or  lees  fine  and  durable.  In  like 
manner,  whatever  systems  we  may  strike  out  for  oorselvea,  still  the  rudiments 
we  set  out  upon,  the  applicatioD  and  turn  of  mind  we  proceeded  with,  were 
derived  to  us  by  education,  example,  and  symp^y.  And  if  we  be  so  lucky  aa 
to  reach  the  limits  of  sound  philosuphy,  we  shall  see  plainly  by  the  light  of 
that  country,  that  the  treasures  fotind  there  ore  not  to  be  locked  up  for  pri- 
vate use.  but  rendered  as  universally  beneficial  as  poesible  by  such  wuysM 
are  feasible. 

Hierefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  oa  to  regard  popular  opinions  and  cus- 
toms, for  by  them  we  may  best  serve  the  general  nsea :  were  we  assuredly 
wiser  Uian  convocations  and  synodsi  we  could  not  open  the  sources  of  our 
wisdom  to  the  woild,  we  could  only  deal  out  the  streams  in  salutary  pre- 
cepts, exhorting  them  to  a  reverence  of  the  divine  Majesty,  dependence  on 
his  Providence,  honesty  in  their  dealings,  and  industry  in  their  callings, 
which  they  must  take  upon  the  credit  of  our  authority  ;  but  what  authority 
can  we  expect  with  those  who  are  no  judges  of  our  extraordinary  merit? 
Therefore,  how  fortunate  or  rather  providential  is  it,  that  the  same  things 
are  recommended  by  the  doctors  of  the  Church  ?  and  bow  imprudent  would 
it  be  to  weaken  their  authority,  which  is  the  sole  engine  ne  have  wherewith 
to  worit  our  honest  purposes  ?  For  the  end  crowns  the  work,  and  in  many 
cases  the  intention  will  sanctify  the  deed :  it  is  a  great  matter  if  we  can 
compass  what  is  right,  though  we  should  not  be  able  to  explain  the  why, 
but  employ  any  why  that  will  beet  go  down  with  the  people. 

As  much  as  we  may  laugh  at  grandmother  Eve  and  her  apple,  or  the  ro- 
mantic perfection  of  Paradise,  certain  it  is  that  hnman  nature  and  bunisn 
understanding  are  now  far  from  being  perfect ;  and  thou^  it  should  not  be 
owing  to  that  cursed  pippin  having  spoiled  our  constitution,  we  are  mani- 
festly a  weakly,  distempa«d  race  of  mortals,  who  must  be  managed  with  art 
and  medicine  to  make  our  natural  aliment  digest.  We  have  no  experience 
of  doing  anything  unless  by  immediate  application  of  our  bodily  powers 
thereto,  ur  by  setting  other  persons  at  work  whom  we  can  command,  nor  of 
giving  information  otherwise  than  by  the  words  of  our  mouth  :  so  the  ge- 
nerality conceive  of  God  as  performing  his  works  by  direct  exertions  of  om- 
nipotence, or  the  ministry  of  bis  angels,  tv  declaring  his  mind  by  secret 
influences  or  revelatiotu.  Nor  is  it  necessary  they  must  be  superstitious 
herein,  for  superstition  is  relative,  that  which  would  be  such  in  one  man 
being  none  in  another,  ikccording  to  the  extent  of  their  comprehension. 

Philosophy  shows  the  reason  of  ascribing  some  events,  somes  rules  of  ac- 
tion, and  some  truths,  to  divine  original ;  but  philosophy  cannot  explain  to 
common  capacity  the  long  chain  of  second  causes  lying  between  the  fint 
operation  and  visible  phenomena;  therefore  it  is  no  encouragement  of  sa- 
perstition  to  shorten  the  line  for  each  man  to  a  length  that  will  just  lie  upon 
the  scale  of  hu  imagination,  nor  does  superstitioa  b^n,  lutil  you  cut  oSa 
pert  of  the  line  that  his  scale  might  have  borne.  The  neceiwities  of  life  de- 
mand our  attention  among  sensible  objects  to  jurovide  for  them ;  reason  di- 
rects to  apply  a  part  of  our  thoughts  to  our  qiiritual  concerns :  tome  few 
may  be  led  br  inclination  or  habit  to  cmpiloy  the  due  propoition  this  <vuy 
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occauonally,  bat  it  is  amy  to  gwem  this  dictate  of  reaeon  would  be  geoe- 
rally  neglected  without  certain  stated  times  appropriated  to  the  performance 
of  it.  Perh^»  the  {^osopher  might  think  one  day  in  ten  enough,  or  one 
in  five  but  just  enough,  or  he  would  certainly  see  that  Wednesday  might  do 
as  well  as  Sunday,  but  if  it  wonld  not  do  better,  wby  should  he  with  to  put 
men  out  of  their  way  ?  or  who  would  mind  the  philosopher  bo  far,  as  to 
throw  aside  hia  common  bnsinees  every  Wednesday  to  please  him  ?  Nor 
need  he  distorb  himself  at  the  reasons  given  for  observance  of  one  day  in 
seven,  because  God  rested  from  his  works,  or  the  ResarrectioQ  happened  on 
aoch  a  particular  day ;  for  these  are  good  reasons  if  they  be  such  as  will 
weigh.  And  if  there  be  some  so  gross  and  narrow-minded  as  to  imagine  an 
intrinsic  sacredness  in  the  day,  yet  if  they  are  likewise  of  such  an  indolent 
dilatory  disposition  as  never  to  do  what  may  be  done  as  well  another  time 
as  now,  it  would  do  hurt  to  undeceive  them. 

The  like  may  be  said  of  other  customs  esteemed  sacred  ;  if  not  valuable 
in  themselves,  they  may  lead  into  practices  and  sentiments  which  it  might 
be  impossible  to  make  manifest  to  every  eye ;  eo  that  men,  while  following 
a  shadow  cast  by  skilful  honest  bands,  may  be  enabled  to  catch  a  solid  sub- 
stance they  know  nothing  of,  nor  would  be  persuaded  to  lay  hold  on.  There 
is  this  advantage  in  all  discipline,  even  thou^  practised  in  trifles,  that  it 
inures  men  to  order  and  rule,  and  to  resist  a  present  fancy,  and  renders 
them  more  susceptible  of  benefit  from  the  knowledge  of  what  is  right,  when- 
ever they  can  attain  it.  IliBrefore,  if  we  consider  Religion  only  as  the  scaf- 
folding of  reason,  it  is  well  worth  our  attention ;  for  whether  human  nature 
in  its  present  condition  be  an  unfinished  buildmg,  or  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
■tnictore,  it  requires  the  same  treatment  in  eidier  case ;  let  as  then  exa- 
mine carefully  whatever  remains  of  the  foundation,  and  use  what  helps  we 
can  to  erect  anything  solid  thereupon ;  when  the  edifice  shall  be  comiJeted, 
it  may  serve  for  all  our  uses,  but  any  one  that  contemplates  the  present 
state  of  it,  may  see  that  it  is  modi  too  early  to  strike  the  scaffolding  yet. 

7.  But  it  is  suggested,  \hat  many  doctrines  are  propagated  among  the 
vulgar  contrary  to  reason  and  subversive  of  morality,  contrived  by  design- 
ing persons  solely  k^  their  own  profit  and  aggrandizement.  What  then  1 
may  not  we  pick  out  the  com  fram  the  chaff?  and  is  it  not  worth  while 
to  sift  them  care^y  that  we  may  know  how  to  distinguish  them ;  rather 
than  cast  away  both  out  of  wantonness  or  laiiness  ?  U  we  find  anything 
manifestly  superstitious,  we  shall  do  well  to  oppose  or  qualify  it  by  a 
rational  construction,  always  taking  with  as  the  caution  given  in  the  last 
section,  to  remember  that  superstition  is  relative,  for  else  we  may  chance 
to  do  mischief  by  our  indiscretion.  And  if  some  crafty  persons  have  im- 
posed upon  mankind,  why  should  we  not  endeavour  to  turn  their  cannon 
against  them  by  drawing  a  better  conclusion  from  the  premises  wtiereon 
they  build  those  doctrines  ?  for  they  will  not  avow  their  selfishness ;  what- 
ever their  real  intention  be,  they  profess  to  labour  in  the  redemption  from 
tin  and  wickedness ;  let  ns  then  take  them  at  their  word,  and  study  to  do 
tincerely  what  they  profess  ;  whatever  we  can  clearly  show  to  have  a,  con- 
trary tendency  wo  may  safely  rgect,  tiiey  dare  not  contradict  us  if  they 
would. 

The  fund  from  whence  they  pretend  to  draw  all  their  anj^ilies,  runs  in 
such  figurative  ezpresdons  as  are  ensceptihle  of  different  colours ;  exp^ience 
shows  how  many  pemicioos  and  contrary  interpretationa  have  bera  given 
to  the  same  texts,  and  the  like  experience  shows  what  rational  doctrines 
and  rules  of  conduct  have  been  ei^ported  upon  them  ;  therefore,  withouT 
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troubling  cwr  headB  about  the  design  wherewith  anj-thing  wm  wriuen  or 
Uoght,  let  uB  strive  to  turn  everythiog  in  a  manner  that  may  prove  advan- 
tageous to  the  interest*  of  sound  reaaon  and  morality.  Tlioa^  Religioa 
were  no  more  than  an  artifice  to  enslave  reaton  and  serve  private  ends, 
under  pretence  of  public  benefit,  yet  had  we  the  like  zeal  to  set  our  wita 
and  industry  at  work  in  a  good  cause  as  we  suppose  others  to  have  in  a 
bad  one,  it  might  not  be  impoBuble  to  find  honest  artificers  for  restoring 
reason  to  herliberty  and  doing  a  real  benefit  to  mankind,  under  an  ap- 
pearance  of  supporting  the  doctrines  esteemed  sacred. 

But  why  need  we  judge  so  unlavourably  of  men,  as  to  pronounce  them 
actuated  solely  by  seifish  views  in  everjtlung  they  do  redounding  to  some 
private  advantage  of  their  own  ?  Is  honesty  of  so  repellaiit  a  nature  as  to 
render  it  incapable  <rf  ever  joining  with  policy  f  Can  we  never  serve  our 
neighbour  wiUiout  sacrificing  our  own  interests  ?  We  find  moat  characters 
contain  a  mixture  of  good  and  bad :  cunning  seldom  so  engrosses  the  whole 
man  as  to  leave  no  room  for  the  moral  senses,  nor  does  his  partiality  for 
hiuuelf  exclude  all  love  of  troth  or  regard  for  others.  Wluit  if  Moses 
set  out  apon  his  enterprise  with  a  prospect  of  raiang  himself  to  royal 
power,  are  all  politinans  such  vile  creatores  as  to  care  nothing  for  anybody 
else  ?  if  the  public  good  comes  in  competition  with  their  private  interests, 
we  may  gueaa  which  they  will  pursue  :  but  where  not  inconsistent  there- 
with, what  should  hinder  but  they  may  bestow  a  thought  upon  it  ?  It 
is  most  natural  to  imagine  they  will  take  it  np  for  a  secondary  aim,  be- 
canae  serving  to  raise  them  in  esteem  and  reputation  with  the  people.  Why 
then  might  not  he  proceed  partly  upon  a  r^  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of 
his  nation,  giving  them  snch  i^nlations  u  might  produce  order,  polity, 
and  good  manners  among  them ;  and  even  framing  his  inventions  upon 
observation  of  their  character,  in  such  manner  as  to  lead  them  impercep- 
tibly into  eentimenta  and  practices  condurive  to  their  happiness  ? 

And  for  the  spiritual  directors  of  our  own  times,  though  we  may  allow 
tiiem  subject  to  human  infirmity,  whidi  will  unavoidably  give  a  bias  to  self- 
interest,  yet  we  can  hardly  believe  them  all  joining  in  support  of  a  mere 
politic  imposture,  discerned  in  their  consciences  to  be  such.  We  may  know 
some  among  them  of  serious  and  even  scrupulous  characters,  having  an 
abhorrence  of  injury  to  truth  or  tbeir  fellow-creatnres ;  and  if  we  must  lay 
it  down  as  inconteslible,  that  they  weigh  their  external  evidences  in  the 
scale  of  prejudice  which  gives  a  weight  to  what  had  none  before :  this  pre- 
judice must  arise  in  the  best  of  them  from  their  opinion  of  the  internal, 
which  it  may  be  presumed  tliey  judge  of  in  the  same  manner  as  other  peo- 
ple judge  of  other  things,  by  observation  on  the  natural  tendency  of  rules, 
and  experience  of  tbeir  efiects ;  wherein  they  certainly  are  liable  to  error, 
yet  surely  not  incapable  of  ever  discerrung  the  truth. 

Why  then  ^ould  we  so  wrap  ourselves  up  in  the  conceit  of  our  own  con- 
summate accomplishment,  as  to  think  there  is  nothing  can  be  learned  from 
another,  or  to  despise  in  the  lump  a  whole  set  of  regulations,  established  by 
the  wisdom  of  politicians,  and  approved  by  well-intentioned  persons  of  good 
natural  and  improved  understandings  ?  and  not  rather  give  them  a  thorough 
examination,  for  the  chance  of  finding  an  expedience  in  some  of  them  we 
were  not  aware  of  ?  For  expedience  is  the  thing  to  be  principHlly  r^arded ; 
.  the  want  of  looking  for  this  in  measures  leads  both  sides  into  mistakes ;  the 
weakly  righteous  finding  certain  forms  recommended  by  the  judicions,  and 
perceiving  their  good  effects  were  practised,  conclude  them  to  have  an 
intrinsic  value,  and  if  men  of  profound  learning,  they  hunt  for  echolastic 
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Rubtiltiei  to  eopport  their  notion ;  the  weakly  ralional,  disceming  the  fal- 
lacy of  this  intrinsic  valae,  conclude  as  hastily  there  is  no  value  in  them  at 
ell.  Whereas  both  may  be  in  the  wrong,  for  things  insignificant  in  them- 
selves may  be  [m>dBctiTe  of  a  solid  and  substantial  benefit ;  even  error  is 
sometimes  expedient  for  people  who  will  take  a  bad  reason  for  doing  a  good 
thing,  when  they  cannot  see  the  force  of  a  good  reason,  provided  the  error 
do  not  draw  on  niischiefH  greater  than  the  service  it  does. 

8.  Nobody  can  deny  that  schemes  of  avarice,  ambition,  and  tyranny  over 
the  very  thoughts,  as  well  as  persons  and  properties  of  men,  have  been 
erected  upon  the  basis  of  Religion,  which  is  apt  to  give  men  a  prejudice 
against  the  root  that  can  bear  sacb  pernicious  fruits.  But  we  should  con- 
sider that  onr  antagonists  may  retort  the  argument  upon  us,  for  reason  too  ' 
has  been  found  to  make  wild  work  in  some  hands,  and  if  it  has  never  done 
such  extensive  mischief,  it  was  for  want  of  strength  to  take  hold  of  the 
populace  :  therefore,  if  religion,  wbich  has  by  far  the  greater  innate  vigour, 
can  be  brought  to  assist  in  the  purposes  of  reason,  much  more  may  be 
done  with  than  without  such  help. 

But  it  is  unfair  to  take  the  character  of  either  from  their  appearance 
under  the  disguiaes  wherewith  they  have  been  covered ;  when  made  st^- 
servient  to  the  purpose  of  private  passions,  which  it  is  their  proper  office  to 
regulate  and  control,  they  become  corrupted ;  in  this  state  they  lose  their 
essence,  being  no  longer  their  real  eelvea.  The  Cynics,  the  Epicureans,  and 
Pyrrhoaians  were  much  such  philosophers,  as  the  Gnostics,  the  Mu^le- 
tonians,  and  the  Moravians  were  Christians ;  and  he  that  should  think  to 
farm  his  judgment  of  Reason  or  Religion  from  these  patterns,  would  do  as 
wisely  OS  if  be  expected  to  discover  the  alimentary  qualities  of  fruits  by  ana- 
lyzing such  as  were  rotten.  To  have  a  true  idea  of  things,  one  ought  to 
know  the  best  they  are  capable  of,  which  can  never  be  learned  irom  them 
in  their  depravities,  nor  without  examioing  them  in  the  furest  lights,  and 
observing  to  what  uses  they  are  applicable. 

Philosophy  may  be  styled  the  art  of  marshalling  the  ideas  in  the  imder- 
•tanding,  and  Heligion  that  of  disciplining  the  imagination.  Now  it  is  the 
pofection,  not  perverwon,  of  a  method  that  constitutes  the  art,  which  title 
no  more  belongs  to  delusion  in  the  one,  than  to  sophistry  in  the  other ;  or 
if  these  must  be  called  arts,  they  are  distinct  arts  iroln  that  which  they 
profess ;  so  that  we  shall  pass  our  judgment  never  the  surer  upon  That,  for 
being  acquainted  with  the  miBchie&  of  Them.  It  his  been  made  appear 
upon  aevextl  occasions  in  the  course  of  this  woi^,  that  imagination  bears  as 
great  a  sway  in  our  motions  as  understandings  ;  That  must  execute  what 
Hub  prefects,  or  nothing  will  be  done  further  than  in  speculation. 

It  is  well  known  there  are  persons  who  can  give  ezceUent  counsel  but 
can  never  follow  it  themselves  i  these  people  do  not  want  understanding, 
but  they  want  an  incitement  to  practise  what  they  know ;  whidi  is  to  be 
gotten  by  habit  and  discipline,  rather  than  calm  argumentation  ;  so  their 
knowledge  is  of  less  benefit  to  themselves  than  to  otbrav.  the  bent  of  whose 
imagination  and  desire  is  strongly  turned  :q>on  doing  what  is  right.  On 
the  other  band,  many  who  cannot  discover  the  rectitude  of  measures,  may 
jret  be  brought  to  pursne  such  of  whose  rectitude  they  are  persuaded ;  but 
then  this  persuasion  must  be  worked  by  authority,  example,  or  custom,  upon 
those  who  are  not  capable  of  rational  conviction  :  and  the  wisest  of  us 
scarce  being  able  to  investigate  everything  to  the  fountain  head,  it  will  be 
■ofest  to  follow  custom  and  authority,  in  matters  wherein  we  have  not  a  full 
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and  clear  diecemment.  uid  coiueqnentty  to  be  wiahed  for  oar  own  salies 

that  authority  and  custom  loajr  direct  the  right  wny. 

Wherefnre  it  wdl  descrreg  oar  pains  to  etady  attentively  that  art  whereby 
deeire,  opinion,  appr«^eiiMon,  and  all  the  family  of  imagination  may  be 
managed,  in  order  to  learn  from  thence  how  that  vigorous  tactilty  may  be 
tarned  to  execute  the  purpoaea  of  reason,  for  by  bringing  them  to  joia 
forces  in  the  same  work,  we  may  do  good  serrice  aa  well  to  oorselvea  ae  to 
our  fellow-creatures.  And  if  we  do  not  like  the  method  of  pnctiaing  this 
art  now  taken  among  us,  yet  con^dering  how  bard  it  la  to  break  through 
establigbed  cnatoma  and  rivetted  opinions,  we  may  find  it  more  feasible  to 
work  good  pnrpoaes  out  ui  them,  than  to  do  good  by  overthrowing  them. 
What  though  they  had  been  first  introduced  and  since  maintained  by  de- 
aigning  persona  for  aiiuBter  end*,  this  would  not  hinder  otir  trying  to  make 
them  answer  better  ends  than  were  designed. 

Yet  I  do  not  know  why  we  should  confine  oar  thonghta  to  the  ma- 
diinatioiie  of  men  who  are  but  instruments  in  the  hand  of  Heaven  in  all 
they  do,  turned  this  way  or  that  by  the  provision  of  cansea  pre-ordained 
from  above.  But  the  syatem  they  have  propagated  spreads  too  extensive 
an  infloence,  ea  we  obsfrved  before,  to  doubt  of  its  being  among  the  ap- 
pointments of  Providence,  which  we  know  fi^oently  employs  the  follies, 
the  paasions,  the  errors,  the  wickedness  of  men  to  accomplish  pnrpwes  they 
know  not  of.  The  waya  of  Providence  are  often  unaccountable,  condncting 
aorely  to  an  aim  by  means  seeming  the  rooat  unlikely  to  attain  it,  and  thongk 
■och  means  having  been  used  will  not  jnstify  as  in  joining  against  our 
jadgmentwith  whatever  we  have  in  our  power  to  alter,  yet  where  we  cannot 
pot  things  oat  of  their  course,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  kick  against  the 
pricks;  our  busineM  here  is  to  snbmit,  not  to  resist;  to  learn,  not  to 
judge.  For  we  may  preeame  that  Providence  knows  the  propriety  of  mea- 
sores  somewhat  better  than  ourselves ;  therefore,  if  we  set  ourselves  to 
study  diligently  the  measures  it  takes,  their  effects  and  tendencies,  it  is  not 
impossible  we  tnay  find  uses  in  things  appearing  insignificant  and  nugatory, 
expedience  in  what  we  thought  at  first  pernicious,  good  fruits  growing 
frtnn  roots  of  an  evil  quality,  and  salutary  provisions  in  what  we  had  appre< 
bended  to  be  evils. 

9.  Having  now  apologised  with  both  parties  for  my  attempt,  I  mav  hope 
for  their  candid  reception  of  what  I  shall  offer  in  the  prosecution  of  it,  and 
that  they  will  believe  me  a  well-wisher  to  both  in  all  matters  that  do  not 
tend  to  injure  the  other.  As  I  have  professed  a  strict  neutrality,  I  shall  not 
wittingly  take  part  on  either  side,  Init  make  it  my  busineaa  to  search  for 
sadi  points  as  may  be  agreed  to  consistently  with  both  their  princi[des ; 
wishing  I  could  Iving  them  both  to  join  under  one  banner,  bn»use  con- 
ceiving more  good  might  be  done  to  mankind  by  their  unite]  efforts,  than 
by  their  divisions  :  bat  if  this  he  too  romantic  a  scheme,  at  least  deurom 
to  render  them  less  odious  and  contemptible  to  cme  anotho-,  and  less 
negligent  of  what  hurt  they  may  do  among  by-standera  by  their  scufles. 

I  have  worked  hitherto  solely  upon  the  fund  of  natural  reason,  labouring 
the  best  I  could  to  make  my  building  solid  and  coherent  in  its  parts.  I 
have  qooted  authority  as  occasion  offered,  not  so  much  in  support  of  my 
edifice,  as  with  a  view  to  my  present  design  of  diowing  a  similitude  of 
structure  therewith.  I  proceed  now  to  ex^nine  tbe  opiniosa  commraily 
taught  among  us  by  tbe  lights  1  have  already  gathered,  in  order  to  discover 
what  they  contain  CMifonnable  with  the  productions  of  human  reason,  and 
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bring  forth  to  coincide  «o  far  ae  they  will  bear;  etteeming  that  the  truest 
iDtcrpretatioD  of  a  doctrine,  which  appears  most  contonaDt  to  rcHson,  and 
that  the  surest  decinoit  of  reason  which  standa  confirmed  by  the  doctrinee 
received.  In  diMng  this,  one  must  numage  with  calmness  and  caation,  not 
wresting  either  of  them  Tiolently  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  other,  as 
your  zealots  of  all  kinds  too  comiouilj  do,  but  bendiiig  them  gcottj  as  one 
would  a  tender  twig,  so  as  not  to  bruise,  nor  injnre,  nor  rend  it  ^om  the 
parent  plant. 

"Rie  incorporation  eeems  likeliest  to  succeed  by  following  that  method 
the  gardeners  call  grafting  by  iqiproiimation,  wherein  the  branches  of  two 
stems  [Wanted  neai  each  otjier,  are  brooght  gradually  to  approach  until 
they  touch ;  they  then  are  bound  dose  under  one  ligature,  in  order  to  make 
them  grow  together;  but  this  they  will  not  do,  unless  some  of  the  bark  and 
riad  cJ  both  he  pared  off,  and  their  sidee  flatted  and  nuoothed,  so  that  the 
sap  vessels  may  open  ioto  ooe  another,  the  vital  juices  mingle,  and  the  cir- 
culation mutually  commnnicate  between  tiwm.  When  found  to  have 
thoroughly  coalesced,  one  is  cut  off  bdow,  and  the  other  above  the  jnno- 
tnre,  whereby  the  remaining  shoot  will  become  a  branch  of  the  other  tree : 
and  this  may  be  duie  upon  either  of  them  at  pleasure,  aocwding  to  the 
gardener's  own  wants,  or  the  demands  of  his  customers. 

If  something  of  the  like  process  were  tried  upon  Philosophy  and  Religion, 
1  ^prebend  diey  might  both  receive  considerable  improvement :  for  by 
piercing  through  the  outward  fcH'ms  and  idioms  into  the  sap  and  spirit, 
which  mi^t  mutually  assinulate  by  degrees,  the  coolness  of  the  one  would 
temper  the  warmth  of  the  other,  and  in  returri  derive  a  fructifying  vigour 
therefrom,  to  the  great  advantage  of  both.  For  Reason  is  a  very  indifie- 
rent  bearer,'  its  juices  viscid,  and  its  circulation  slow,  producing  leaves  and 
blossoms,  and  knotty  excrescences  copiously  enou^,  but  seldom  bringing 
any  serviceable  fruit  to  maturity  without  any  great  advantages  of  soil,  pain- 
ful cultivation,  and  continual  tendency.  Whereas  Religion  is  a  prodigious 
bearer,  oftener  redundant  than  barren  in  the  poorest  grounds  -.  hot  the 
strong  tone  of  its  vessels  and  its  precipitant  circulation  drive  on  the  juices 
before  well  digested,  and  are  apt  to  throw  cniditieB  into  the  fruit,  which 
will,  like  some  pears,  frequently  contain  more  of  woody  concreticn  than 
wholesome  pulp. 

As  to  the  choice  cS  either  to  be  saved  for  the  stem  or  the  stock,  this 
may  be  left  to  discretion :  the  studious  man  will  jntibably  graft  Religion 
upon  Philosophy  ftu-  bis  own  use,  but  the  contrary  for  the  generality.  In 
both  cases,  provided  he  employ  healthy  stocks  of  the  genuine  kind,  nn< 
cankered  with  prejudice  or  peculiarity,  and  the  inoculation  be  skilfoUy  per- 
formed, die  fruits  will  be  the  same  in  substance,  cnly  differing  a  liuls  in 
colour  and  flavour,  and  perhaps  the  leaves  and  twigs  differently  shaped  and 
set  on :  so  that  however  appearing  two  distinct  species  to  the  common 
beholder,  they  will  have  the  same  nutritive  eficct  upon  the  constitution  of 
the  user.  And  for  our  better  enconragement  to  endeavour  the  associa- 
tion, we  may  remark  that  the  ends  proposed  by  both  to  our  attainment  are 
simUar. 

Philosophy  leads  us  by  the  contemplation  of  nnture  to  discover  the 
power  and  the  goodness  ot  God,  whose  views  never  terminate  upon  evil, 
whose  universal  Providence  connects  all  his  percepttve  creatures  in  one 
common  interest :  whence  we  are  to  regard  ourselves  as  citizens  of  the 
world,  promoting  its  benefit  in  that  little  part  of  it  wherewith  we  have 
intercourse,  and  increaeinc  ihe  quantily  of  happiness  in  any  sdbjfct  wber- 
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ever  we  can.  ChristiBnity  instracte  tie  to  do  all  tVmge  for  tne  glory  of 
God,  to  rest  our  dependence  upon  him,  to  behold  htm  in  tbe  amiable 
light  of  BO  indulgent  father  ordering  all  thinge  for  our  good,  to  consider 
oureelvea  as  membera  of  Christ,  which  ia  bat  another  phraae  to  expresa 
citizens  of  the  world,  he  being  the  first-born  and  head  of  every  creature, 
who  are  his  membera,  and  fdlow- members  of  one  another ;  to  love  oar 
neighbour  as  ourselves,  nor  to  stop  there,  but  pray  for  them  that  despite- 
fuUy  use  ns  and  persecute  us,  to  feed  our  enemy  if  he  hunger,  and  uf  he 
thirst  to  give  him  drink.  One  recommends  prudence  and  benevolenoe  as 
tbe  two  pillars  whereon  to  erect  our  rules  of  conduct ;  the  other  adviaea 
to  be  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves.  One  warns  us  to  beware  o( 
appetite  and  passion,  nor  ever  suffer  them  to  usurp  upon  the  authority  of 
reason  ;  the  other  eihorta  to  subdue  our  fleshly  lusts,  and  bring  the 
carnal  man  under  subjection  to  the  spiritual.  One  deacribes  the  passage 
through  matter  as  a  short  escnruon  leading  to  our  natural  residence  in  de 
society  of  pure-spirits  :  the  other  calls  life  a  journey  through  the  vale  of 
mortality,  and  heaven  our  proper  home-  In  short,  the  true  drift  of  both 
ia  none  other  than  the  advancement  of  happiness  among  men  as  well  in 
body  as  mind  :  and  whatever  in  either  leads  aside  fi^im  that  aim,  or  con- 
duces nothing  towards  it,  may  be  pronounced  spurious  or  erroneous. 

10.  Nevertheless,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  Religion  contains  many 
things  having  no  immediate  relation  thereto;  it  lays  great  stress  upon 
forms,  ceremonies,  and  strength  of  peisuaeion  :  it  seems  to  enjoin  arbitrary 
precepts,  to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  doctrines  merely  tpecnlative,  to  de- 
mand assent  without  conviction  or  even  comprehension  of  the  truths  assented 
to ;  it  takes  a  compass  to  attiun  its  end,  turning  our  backs  against  reason 
in  some  parts  of  the  way  ;  it  leads  the  votary  along  darksome  passages, 
where  he  must  follow  impliratly  because  bidden,  without  knowing  why,  ot 
whither  going ;  it  speake  in  figurative  expressions,  and  gives  enigmatical 
commands,  which  must  be  understood  with  full  confidence  of  having  at- 
tained the  right  interpretation,  at  the  hazard  of  all  our  hopes  and  all  onr 
happiness. 

We  are  told  the  letter  killeth,  but  Ae  spirit  maketh  alive :  but  bow  have 
doctors  differed,  and  damned  one  another  for  their  adherence  to  the  express 
worda,  or  the  latent  meaning !  And  even  in  the  Parts  remaining  undis- 
puted, it  is  often  difficult  to  discern  which  is  form,  and  which  is  substance 
directly  operating  to  salvation,  or  remotely  necessary  to  lead  into  the  way 
of  it.  So  that  it  may  be  compared  to  a  Walnut,  divided  into  such  muM- 
form  quarters  as  require  great  nicety  to  peel  without  hurting  tbe  nut ;  if 
you  go  to  pare  it  with  a  knife  as  you  would  an  apple,  yon  will  take  oflTpart 
of  the  kernel,  and  leave  part  of  the  skin.  Nay,  cansidering  the  great  diffe- 
rence of  constitutions,  and  how  many  there  are  that  carmot  digest  tbe  ker- 
nel without  the  skin,  nor  will  swallow  the  latter  unless  you  persuade  them  it 
is  kernel,  it  maybe  almost  impossible  to  manage  so  dexterously  as  neither 
to  do  real  hurt  to  the  weak,  nor  disgnst  the  strong. 

Theae  oonsidenitions  may  want  us  sufficiently  what  slippery  ground  we 
ere  going  to  enter  upon,  where  we  muet  not  tread  with  feu"  and  trembling, 
nor  yet  with  rashness ;  but  endeavour  to  maintain  an  immffled  courage  well 
compatible  with  vi^lant  caution,  thoi^h  not  with  terror  and  trepidation. 
He  that  is  oUiged  to  walk  upon  the  edge  of  a  precipice  must  overcome  his 
fears,  or  they  will  certainly  throw  him  down  ;  or  if  he  suffer  his  thoughts 
to  bll  off  their  guard  for  a  moment,  the  danger  will  be  as  great,  llme- 
fbre  we  shall  resolve  to  proceed  with  a  circumspect,  untriassed  freedom,  8oIi> 
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uitous  not  to  g:iTe  ofience,  more  solidtoas  to  do  no  real  damage  anywhere, 
but  unat^citoiu  of  that  favoar  which  ariaes  from  partiality  to  the  prejudices 
of  others.  Bat  since  freedom  has  been  eo  grossly  misunderstood  as  to  be 
taken  by  some  for  perverseness  and  obstinacy,  and  placed  by  others  of  con- 
fined views  and  narrow  prejudices  in  a  bold  opposition  against  whatever 
tbej  do  not  like,  it  will  be  expedient  to  know  something  of  ita  genuine  na- 
ture, before  we  venture  npon  the  exercise  of  it :  and  bccanse  it  is  of  no 
BmaQ  avail  towards  keeping  us  in  the  right  way,  to  observe  the  turnings  on 
other  hand  that  lead  astray  from  it,  we  shall  bestow  some  time  upon 
examination  of  the  principal  hindrancea,  that  ordinarily  obatmcl  the  coarse 
of  a  true  freedom  of  inquiry  and  judgment. 


CHAP.  VIII. 
FREEDOM  OF  THOUGHT. 


Education,  example,  and  custom,  are  the  first  channels  of  knowledge 
and  accomplishment ;  it  is  these  make  the  difference  between  the  civilized 
and  the  savage :  for  neither  reason  nor  history  leave  room  to  iiiiagine  a 
particular  virtue  in  climates,  inspiring  judgment  and  science  into  the  inha- 
bitants bom  therein  with  the  air  they  breathe,  nor  that  there  are  not  those 
in  the  moat  barbarous  countries,  who  strike  out  as  large  improvements  aa 
can  be  made  by  a  single  person  unaided  by  his  neighboura.  Bat  sii^e 
persons  can  make  very  little  advances  trf  themselves,  nor  does  the  difference 
between  one  people  and  another  arise  from  any  other  cause,  than  the  matnal 
commooication  of  lights  among  them.  The  experience  of  those  who  have 
gone  before  us,  conveyed  by  instmction,  shortens  onr  road  to  knowledge, 
and  by  lifting  us  over  a  considerable  part  of  the  way,  leaves  us  in  frnh 
vigour  and  sfiirits  to  pursue  the  rest,  or  ran  further  lengths  beyond-  For  at 
our  entrance  into  life  everything  is  new,  everything  unknown,  so  there  is 
no  ground  whereon  to  build  a  rational  conviction,  nor  other  reason  to  be 
had  for  assenting  to  any  thing,  than  because  we  were  taught  it.  And  the 
like  may  be  said  of  any  particular  art  or  science,  wherein  docility  is  the 
first  requisite  enabling  as  to  make  a  proficiency :  for  judgment  comes  from 
experience,  and  experience  is  only  gotten  by  {mctice  :  but  the  ways  of  prac- 
tice necessary  for  gaining  experience  must  be  suggested  to  us,  and  entered 
upon  witboot  any  knowledge  of  their  expedience,  unless  what  we  learn 
from  instmction. 

Bnt  the  pleasures,  the  passions,  and  the  levity  of  youth,  perpetnally 
drawing  off  their  attention,  render  it  necessary  to  raise  up  contrary  pas- 
sions for  keeping  them  observant,  as  likewise  for  preventing  their  being 
bewildered  by  the  many  opposite  documents  abroad  in  the  world :  so  they 
are  plied  wi^  topics  of  fear  and  shame,  to  make  them  persevere  in  the 
truth  they  have  been  pat  into,  the  peculiar  excellence  of  it  is  continually 
chimed  in  their  ears,  and  great  cautions  urged  to  beware  of  sedocers  that 
would  lead  them  astray.  And  after  having  followed  their  guides  some  time, 
the  ease  of  acting  and  thinking  in  a  particular  tr«ck  gives  them  an  habitual 
liking  thereto,  and  casts  a  strangeness  and  uncoathness  upon  everything  not 
exactly  conformable  therewith.  Hence  we  very  commonly  find,  that  profi- 
cients in  all  sciences,  professions,  and  ways  of  Ufe,  conceive  a  pro^gious 
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opinioa  of  the  trains  of  thought  and  courses  of  practice  ivhereto  they  hkve 
been  accustomed,  with  a  sovereign  coDtenipt  of  all  others  in  Gomp«ri«on 
with  their  own. 

This  prejudice  ariung  from  education,  or  where  that  has  been  neglected, 
from  some  teacher  or  company  happening  to  gain  an  ascendant  over  the 
mind,  is  excusable  in  the  vulgar  of  all  ranks,  who  have  no  rales  nor  senti- 
ments, but  what  were  inculcated  into  them,  and  are  no  hindrance  to  their 
freedom  of  thought  which  they  ore  not  capable  of  exercising ;  for  where  there 
is  no  power,  there  is  no  room  either  for  liberty  or  restraint.  But  wftnting 
dther  leisure  or  capacity  to  penetrate  below  the  sur&ce,  they  dwell  upon 
extemab,  or  catch  at  some  favourite  word,  such  as  church,  or  faith,  or 
grece,  or  liberty,  or  reason,  or  nature,  or  rectitude,  the  proper  import  of 
which  they  do  not  understand :  and  if  they  push  their  zeal  to  extrava- 
gances, it  is  more  the  fault  of  their  leaders  than  their  own,  for  they  would 
each  follow  his  own  way  without  disturbing  one  another,  where  their  own 
pasuons  and  interests  are  not  immediately  concerned,  if  not  instigated  by 
persons  who  have  private  ends  to  serve,  or  whimsical  humours  to  gratiiy 
upon  them.  Therefore  the  sources  of  narrow-mindedness,  considered  as  a 
Jeult  of  the  Will,  and  not  a  natural  imbecility,  must  be  sought  from  among 
such,  as  were  enabled  by  nature  and  their  situation  to  have  enlarged  their 
understanding  beyond  the  knowledge  infused  into  them  by  example  and 
precept. 

Eor  instroction  will  not  do  everything  alone ;  it  can  neither  be  given  so 
folly  as  to  reach  every  particular  case  of  conduct  that  may  happen,  nor  so 
dearly  as  to  leave  no  hazard  of  being  ever  misunderstood :  b«sides  that, 
change  lA  circumstances  and  new  scenes  of  life  occurring  will  require  other 
roles  than  those  we  have  been  provided  with,  and  the  best  of  teachers  being 
fallible,  will  unavoidably  mingle  something  of  error  and  human  imperfec- 
tion in  their  system.  Therefore  he  that  has  eyes  to  see,  as  well  as  ears  to 
hear,  must  see  for  himself,  as  well  as  listen  to  what  is  told  him,  and  em- 
ploy his  private  judgment  to  nnderstand,  to  apply,  to  enlarge,- or  to  correct 
the  learning  he  has  received  from  education,  example,  or  custom. 

But  this  exercise  of  private  judgment  is  a  very  difficult  task  to  manage, 
and  its  decisions  liable  to  the  same  inconveniences,  as  those  made  for  us 
by  other  people :  for  it  being  impossible  in  any  science,  even  in  the  mathe-  . 
matics,  to  carry  the  whole  process  in  our  heads  whereby  we  arrived  at  any 
truth,  we  must  rest  upon  the  character  of  assurance  we  find  it  bear  in  our 
imagination ;  by  which  means  our  own  predeterminations  come  to  operate 
upon  OS  in  the  same  manner  with  the  notions  we  were  bred  up  in,  that  is, 
by  their  authority.  But  this  authority  wants  the  further  use  of  judgment 
to  rescue  us  from  oppression  under  it,  full  as  often  as  the  other:  for  judg- 
ment ripens  by  experience,  which  we  acquire  gradually,  nor  is  it  uncommon 
for  subsequent  experience  to  give  us  a  very  different  notion  of  things  from 
that  left  upon  us  by  a  former.  Nor  is  it  always  easy  to  distinguish  be- 
tween what  we  had  discovered  ourselves,  and  what  we  have  imbibed  from 
our  teachers,  or  catched  by  sympathy  from  the  company  we  have  consorted 
with ;  for  often  forgetting  the  channels  through  which  our  persuasions  were 
derived  to  us,  we  regard  them  as  self-evident  principles,  manifested  by  a 
kind  of  intuitive  evidence :  whence  come  the  notions  of  innate  ideas,  of 
essential  and  eternal  truths,  of  inherent  rectitude,  beauty  and  laudablcnees 
of  actions  good  in  themselves,  and  the  like ;  which  are  supposed  immediate 
objects  of  an  internal  sense,  discovering  them  by  a  sagacity  of  discernment. 
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not  by  iovestigations  of  rcaran,  whose  buEinces  it  is  rather  to  defend  and 
enforce,  than  to  weigh  or  examine  them. 

Tile  high  veneration  coounonly  inculcated  for  the  ways  and  principles 
men  have  been  brought  up  in,  becomes  transferred  to  the  internal  sense  as 
soon  as  they  conceive  it  opening,  that  is,  as  soon  as  it  sccma  to  distinguish 
the  character  of  truth,  or  expedience,  independent  on  the  teacher's  autho- 
nty;  especially  if  it  discovers  errors  and  imperfections  in  the  things  they 
have  been  tanght,  for  then  it  appears  more  venerable  than  that  they  were 
habitnated  to  venerate.  This  veneration  for  their  sagacity  of  discernment, 
and  the  predeterminations  fixed  thereby,  not  unfrequently  grows  into  a 
strong  passion  which  casts  shackles  upon  the  thought :  for  innocent  mistake 
or  ignorance  may  proceed  from  other  causes,  but  it  is  always  some  secret 
passion  that  infringes  upon  our  liberty,  forcing  us  into  a  train  of  thought 
conformable  to  its  interests,  and  restraining  us  from  looking  upon  whatever 
seems  to  endanger  them.  It  would  be  endless  to  hunt  after  all  the  extra- 
vagancies  this  passion  leads  into,  but  when  it  happens  to  take  tlie  road  of 
Rel'gion,  it  divides  into  two  principal  branches  :  one  upon  confidence  of 
knowing  the  road  better  and  running  greater  lengths  in  it  than  anybody 
else,  nnd  this  ends  in  Bigotry ;  the  other  of  having  found  the  beaten  road 
hollow,  aa  running  along  foiry  ground,  with  a  resolution  of  steering  as 
wide  from  it  as  possible,  and  this  draws  olT  into  what  is  usually  called  Free- 
thinking. 

S.  But  how  far  asnnder  soever  these  two  branches  may  point,  one  may 
observe  a  resemblance  in  the  manner  of  laying  them  out,  and  a  mixture  of 
each  other's  character  in  the  projectors.  For  the  bigot  is  a  free-thinker 
with  repect  to  the  doctors  of  his  Church,  delighting  to  censure  their  expo- 
sitions and  practices,  as  deviations  from  the  primitive  purity  :  and  the  free- 
thinker is  a  bigot  to  certain  favourite  priaciples,  the  inbUibility  of  his 
reason,  the  self- evidences  of  abstracted  truths,  the  absurdity  of  divine 
interpositions,  and  the  touchstone  of  ridicule,  nor  will  hear  a  word  that 
should  be  spoken  of  them  disrespectfully. 

Both  are  alike  presnmptuous,  arrogant,  self-sufficient,  indissolubly  wedded 
to  their  own  pecnliar  notions,  confiding  in  their  sagacity  of  discerning  truths 
intuitively;  judging  of  their  merit  by  comparison,  and  therefore  looking 
upon  tlie  rest  of  mortals  with  a  contemptuous  pity,  thereby  to  heighten 
their  own  superiority  over  them;  impatient  of  contradiction,  scorning  to 
learn  as  implying  imperfection,  but  aiming  to  draw  all  others  after  them ; 
ambitioas  of  shining  every  where,  and  appearing  persons  of  consequence, 
disdainful  of  common  achievements,  but  pushing  always  at  extraordinary 
lengths. 

Tke  views  of  both  lie  confined  within  a  scanty  compass,  for  they  care 
little  to  observe  human  nature,  to  study  the  passions  and  affections,  their 
proper  balance,  their  uses  and  abuses,  to  consult  the  general  convenience, 
to  suit  their  doctrines  to  the  capadties,  and  the  various  stations  of  life 
wherein  men  are  engaged :  but  frame  th^  system  both  of  opinion  and 
conduct,  agreeably  to  thdr  own  situation  and  usages,  and  then  expect  that 
everybody  should  conform  strictly  to  their  plan.  They  make  mighty  pre- 
tence of  zeal  tar  the  public  good,  but  then  it  extends  only  to  sncb  of 
the  public  as  clume  in  with  their  schemes  i  for  all  the  rest  they  detest  or 
despise. 

Both  entertain  narrow  conceptions  of  the  supreme  Being,  taking  their 
idea  of  liim  from  hnraan  affections,  and  human  understanding,  and  confi. 
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dently  persuading  themselvea  that  their  pktare  is  an  exact  copy  of  the 
ori^Dol :  thos  depressing  him  to  their  own  level  as  a  shorter  way  than 
striving  to  imitate  hie  perfections,  and  depreciating  their  fellow-creatureG 
until  they  conceit  themselves  raised  far  id>ove  tiie  midway  between  tbem 
and  their  Creator.  Both  agree  to  place  the  whole  sum  and  subetance  of 
Religion  in  forms  and  creeds;  which  the  one  therefore  regards  as  the  sole 
thing  essential,  in  contempt  of  practical  sentiments  and  the  common  duties 
of  their  station;  while  the  other,  6nding  no  essential  value  in  them, 
concludes  unfavonnibly  of  Religion  itself,  as  containing  nothing  solid  or 

3.  The  bigot  has  been  carefully  trained  up,  or  terrified  by  the  rantioga 
of  some  gifted  preachet  into  a  serious  am)  industrioos  temper;  he  pliea 
close  to  his  leesoDS,  and  gains  applause  for  his  diligence  and  proficiency: 
he  hears  grievous  lamentations  at  the  universal  depravity  and  blindness  of 
mankind,  is  perpetuaUy  taught  the  doctrine  of  the  straight  gate,  and  put  in 
mind  how  happy  it  is  that  he  has  the  means  and  disposition  of  mind 
afforded  for  entering  it.  He  looks  upon  it  as  bis  indispena^le  duty  to 
attain  a  Mgher  degree  of  perfection  than  ever  yet  was  attained,  at  least 
since  the  primitive  times;  he  affects  to  talk  meanly  of  hims^,  as  unable  to 
do  or  think  anything  that  is  good,  but  that  God  will  give  his  abundant 
grace  to  such  as  call  upon  him  earnestly.  He  sighs  and  groans  at  the 
infatuation  of  mankind,  as  giving  a  real  grief  and  vezadon  to  the  Holy 
Spirit,  whose  fondness  thereby  becomes  more  stron^y  attached  to  those 
very  few  that  seek  him,  and  he  is  sure  none  seek  more  earnestly  than  him- 
self: so  of  course  he  must  be  the  prime  favourite  of  Heaven,  to  whom  he 
is  become  neceaaaiy,  because  without  him  there  would  be  no  true  worship 
in  the  worid. 

He  shows  a  strong  propensity  to  work  miracles,  but  the  inquiiutivenesa 
of  tlie  times  not  permitting,  be  deals  largely  :a  secret  wbispeni,  private 
illuminations,  and  inward  feelings,  wherein  nobody  can  contradict  him. 
Providence  seems  to  have  nothing  else  to  do  than  to  tend  to  his  minute 
motions,  and  every  little  turn  of  diance  respecting  him  is  an  interposition 
of  Heaven.  He  diinke  himself  bumble,  but  sees  none  comparable  to  bim< 
■elf  in  that  only  valuable  quality,  a  zeal  for  the  divine  glory;  if  he  has  any 
sincere  wishes  for  the  good  of  others,  they  are  overwhelmed  by  the  joy  of 
gathering  a  multitude  of  followers,  whom  he  strives  to  chide  and  affright 
into  his  train,  rather  than  to  invite  and  persuade ;  for  he  does  all  in  eager- 
ness and  anger,  and  whoever  proves  refractory  he  censures  and  damns  most 
unmercifully.  He  penetrates  into  the  secret  counsels  of  Heaven,  seen 
minutely  its  ways  of  proceeding,  what  is  a  mercy  and  what  a  judgment  z 
for  having  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  he  must  know  the  mind  of  the  ixird,  and 
be  the  sure  interpreter  of  his  word,  which  to  the  camal-minded,  that  a,  to 
bU  other  persons,  appears  in  such  manner  as  that  seeing  they  do  not  see, 
and  hearing  they  do  not  nnderstend- 

He  searches  the  Scriptures  daily,  for  he  talks  scarce  any  other  language, 
hunts  perpetually  for  texts  to  support  his  particular  persuaaioas,  turns  the 
most  foreign  so  as  to  make  them  aerve  his  purpose,  introduces  them  by 
head  and  shoulders  upon  the  most  trifling  occasions,  and  this  he  calls 
searching.  He  finds  them  inculcate  strongly  the  duties  of  prayer,  of  absti- 
nence, of  almsgiving,  of  devout  exercises  together  with  a  good  life :  so  he 
pronounces  a  good  life  to  conust  wholly  in  them,  and  that  crying  inces- 
santly. Lord,  Lord,  is  doing  the  Will  of  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
He  would  have  everybody  hunt  lectures  from  morning  to  night,  or  sing 
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pBilms  every  Ifaird  hour,  or  continually  ejactdate  at  their  work,  or 
miogle  prayers  among  their  diTeruona,  sture  themaelTes  both  in  food  and 
clothing,  bat  give  hun  all  their  money  to  diqwae  of  in  pioue  oaet  and 
purchaae  himadf  more  fudlowers  and  more  adoration.  He  scomi  to  study 
human  nature,  for  nature  is  utterly  corrupted  by  the  fall,  and  we  are  to  act 
as  contrary  to  it  as  poasiUe,  Uving  in  the  world  as  though  we  were  not  in 
the  world. 

He  wants  calmneae  enough  to  obecrre  that  a  crooked  stidc  mast  be  bent 
the  contrary  way  joat  eo  much  beyond  the  line,  as  you  expect  it  will  recoil 
after  taking  off  your  hand:  eo  a  prudent  teacher  will  enjoin  a  greater 
strictnest  than  he  wishes  should  be  adhered  to,  allowing  for  the  recoil  of 
i,atural  ^ipetites,  old  desirea  and  habita ;  bat  he  ke«^  bendiug  on  with  all 
hia  might,  until  by  continual  preesnre  he  brings  the  stick  to  remain  in  the 
opposite  curvature.  He  moves  solely  by  zeal,  and  is  an  utter  stranger  to 
discretion ;  nor  ever  regards  what  is  feasible,  but  what  is  right  in  his  own 
theory.  He  coniiders  not  that  there  are  many  neceaaary  professions  which 
require  the  whole  application  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  them,  and  that  men  may 
be  pious  and  oaefid  members  of  society,  without  being  divines :  but  having 
nothing  else  to  do  himself,  with  neither  knowledge,  genius,  nor  ability  m 
any  otiier  employment,  he  would  persuade  all  mankind  to  foUow  their 
respective  callings  only  by  the  by,  making  divinity  their  principal  study, 
bei^use  then  they  mast  all  resort  to  his  oiacle,  from  whence  ^ne  they 
can  receive  it  genuine. 

'  4.  The  free-thinker  perhqie  too  has  imbibed  his  principles  from  the 
pereouB  among  whom  he  waa  bred  up:  or  perhaps  has  been  bred  up  in  no 
principles  at  all,  but  catches  at  any  spedous  pretences  suggested  to  cover 
hini  from  the  ahame  of  following  nncontrolled  appetite  and  humour,  which 
he  calls  nature :  or  it  may  be,  has  been  educated  a  little  too  strictly  by 
persona  better  versed  in  the  forms  and  tenets  of  Religion  than  the  ends  they 
were  calcnlated  to  answer ;  but  being  of  a  lively,  volatile  temper,  he  digests 
nothing  of  what  is  taught  him,  his  lessons  become  dry,  all  appean  task  and 
burden,  and  he  despairs  of  ever  making  the  proficiency  required  of  him  as 
an  indispensable  duty.  Under  this  uneasiness  he  meets  with  somebody  who 
in  a  coi^dent  air  talks  slightingly  of  the  discipline  that  has  disturbed  him, 
reflects  on  his  teachers  as  proceeding  more  by  lote  than  judgment,  finds 
&ult  with  their  documents,  and  perl^w  justly  in  the  manner  Ihey  have 
been  delivered,  convinces  him  that  forms  and  articles  have  nothing  essential 
in  tbem,  that  if  men  would  do  what  they  know  to  be  right,  performing  their 
duties  as  members  of  society,  they  would  want  nothing  else,  and  makes 
wondrous  merry  with  the  dogmadcalness  of  pedants,  and  the  soperstitionH 
currently  esteemed  sacred  among  the  vulgar. 

Tleae  comfortable  discourses,  addressed  both  in  the  argumentative  and 
ludicrous  parts  to  the  good  sense  of  oar  pupil,  well  suiting  his  convenience 
and  sprightly  temper,  quickly  wear  off  what  little  reverence  he  may  have 
remajning  for  hia  instructors :  he  is  consciouB  of  having  received  no  bene&t 
from  their  teaching,  nor  found  anything  deeper  than  form  and  words ;  sees 
himself  wiser  than  them,  and  r^oices  in  the  freedom  of  thought,  now  at 
length  emandpated  from  their  fetters.  But  whatever  source  he  derives  his 
notions  from,  whether  education,  example  of  his  parents,  or  accidental  in- 
sinuations that  have  gained  credit  with  him  by  hitting  his  fancy,  he  esteems 
them  all  his  own  discoveries :  for  he  will  take  nothing  upon  trust,  nor 
otherwise  than  as  hints,  until  made  bis  own  by  having  the  sanction  of  his 
judgment.     He  hates  trouble,  thinks  all  painful  invesligalion  needless,  as 
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tending  only  to  perplex,  and  makes  his  deciHioiu  easily  without  Mniple  or 

diffidence. 

Tliis  gives  him  a  inperlatiTe  conceit  of  hia  own  aoderstuidiiig,  which  can 
discern  right  and  wrong  at  a  glance,  for  whatever  strongly  strikes  his  fancy 
carries  an  intrinsic  beauty,  and  whatever  does  not  cmncide  with  his  ideas, 
he  will  venture  to  say  most  be  absurd  in  itself:  by  these  marics  he  distin- 
guishes the  essence  of  things,  as  the  eye  distinguishes  colours  upon  inspec- 
tion. In  this  faculty  he  participates  of  the  divine  nature,  for  God  is  perfect 
reason,  whose  intel%euce  may  indeed  be  somewhat  larger  in  compass,  but 
in  kind  he  will  ventore  to  say,  mnst  be  just  the  same  with  his  own,  for 
there  are  no  degrees  in  certainty  and  intuition,  the  merest  idiot  who  can 
just  know  two  and  two  make  fonr,  knows  that  as  certain  as  Newton.  He 
talks  much  of  a  nature  of  things,  binding  upon  the  Almighty,  and  marking 
out  the  field  for  omnipotence  to  range  in,  therefore,  by  knowing  that,  be 
knows  precisely  what  God  can,  or  cannot  do:  but  he  never  vouchsafes  to 
explain  what  he  means  by  Nature,  or  what  by  Things,  and  if  yon  ask  him, 
he  laughs  at  your  stupidity,  or  when  most  gradoos,  tells  you  that  yon  will 
not  know,  for  fear  it  might  undeceive  you  in  some  prejudice  of  edncatiou. 

He  knows  nothing  of  human  nature,  as  if  Man  was  not  among  the 
things  whose  nature  is  continaally  in  his  mooth,  but  expects  that  every 
porter  and  disirman  should  discern  what  is  right  without  instruction  or 
guidance.  He  never  bies  to  improve  the  knowledge  of  mankind  or  strike 
out  any  practical  system  preferable  to  those  in  vogue  :  whose  uses  he  takes 
no  pains  to  examine,  nor  what  inconvenience  might  ensue  if  they  were 
abolished  without  substituting  something  better  in  their  room.  His  delight 
lies  wholly  in  opposition  :  if  men  believe  nothing  that  is  taught  them,  it  is 
enough  i  iko  m^ter  what  else  they  believe.  To  build  up  would  be  laboriooa 
and  peikntic,  much  more  to  defend  such  an  edifice  as  he  could  raise  if  it 
shonld  chance  to  be  attacked :  so  be  takes  the  easier,  pleasanter,  safer  task 
of  pulling  down.  He  loves  to  pick  holes  or  make  them  wherever  he  can,  to 
tripapanadversaryat  nnavrmres,  orfind  an  infirmly  in  persons  of  esteemed 
cbaractera. 

He  is  not  so  prone  to  anger  as  the  bigot,  except  now  and  then  when 
gravelled  in  argument,  but  as  ntter  a  stranger  to  discretion :  for  he  will  have 
his  joke  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  is  never  better  pleased  than  in  puz- 
zling an  illiterate  person  upon  some  common  article  of  belief.  Ridicule  is  his 
trusty  weapon,  as  doing  its  work  much  quicker  or  cleverer  than  argument, 
for  what  cannot  stand  that  toudutone,  mnst  needs  be  absurd  ;  but  any  queer 
fellow  that  tries  to  joke  upon  him  only  makes  himself  ridicidous,  for  he 
never  sees  an  absurdity  in  his  own  character  though  pointed  out  ever  ao 
clearly,  so  sees  no  joke  in  anydiing  said  to  expose  it,  and  will  venture  to 
say  he  knows  what  is  a  good  jest,  as  well  as  a  good  reason.  He  a&ecta  to 
appear  mighty  fiiU  of  doubts,  but  in  reality  never  doubted  of  anything ;  for 
what  he  pretends  to  doubt  of,  he  is  absolutely  sure  must  be  false,  because 
he  discerns  the  character  of  absurdity  in  it  by  his  moral  sense. 

He  takes  his  idea  of  Christianity  sometimes  from  the  extravagances  of 
the  Methodists,  sometimes  from  the  t3rrannical  poUcy  of  the  Papists,  and 
perceives  no  inconsistency  in  making  it  either  the  ddusion  of  silly  enthu- 
siasts, or  the  deep-laid  st^emes  of  crafty  deceivers  to  raise  immense  riches 
and  power,  according  as  serves  his  present  pnrpose.  He  runs  down  charity, 
and  cries  up  benevolence,  but  grossly  mistakes  both  the  one  and  the  other : 
for  he  places  charity  solely  in  building  churches  or  giving  money  to  beggars 
and  bencvolciice  in  eaaincss  of  carriage  and  a  cheerfid  conrersation,  or  in 
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doing  any  obliging  t^ce  for  a  friend,  or  acquaintance,  tJiat  may  be  done 
without  much  trouble  to  yourself.  He  abhors  persecution  as  an  invasion 
of  the  rights  of  mankind,  but  he  criticiaea  and  teases,  derides  and  runs  down 
with  his  contemptaooB  sneer  whatever  he  does  not  like,  the  only  metras  o^ 
peraecntton  in  hie  power :  as  if  mankind  had  not  a  right  to  candid  and 
equhaUe  jndgmeat  wiUi  respect  to  their  good  name,  as  well  as  to  their 
liberties  and  praperties.  He  tangfaa  at  Satan  andtbebnming  fiery  Aimace; 
and  remarks  very  profoundly  that  anger  is  a  passion,  and  God  being  dis- 
passionate reason,  cannot  be  angry  nor  displeased  with  anybody  :  bat  could 
do  no  more  than  give  men  the  faeidty  of  reason  with  a  freedom  of  indiffer- 
ence, which  if  they  abuse  by  superstition  and  bigotry,  they  must  inevitably 
ran  themselves  into  perpetual  mischief,  nor  can  the  divine  power  help  them, 
fi>r  it  is  not  in  the  natore  of  things  that  they  should  be  bappy- 

S.  Thus  have  I  attempted  to  sketch  oat  Uie  lengths  both  of  bigotry  and 
free-thinking-,  if  there  be  no  real  characters  in  life  that  take  in  Uie  whole 
compass,  1  am  heartily  glad  of  it,  and  should  be  better  pleased  to  stand 
convicted  of  having  exaggerated  mattera,  than  found  to  have  given  a  true 
picture  of  living  originals.  Bat  1  fear  there  are  too  many  in  the  world  who 
have  made  larger  advances  either  way  than  they  know  of  themselves ;  for 
neither  bigot  nor  Iree-thinker  will  ever  own  or  is  ever  conKJous  of  his  being 
tuch,  nor  ever  fiails  of  distinguishing  the  other  plainly.  For  we  can  easily 
see  the  budget  apon  oar  neighbour's  back,  but  nothing  is  harder  tlian  to 
penetrate  onr  own  secret  motives  of  conduct  and  grounds  of  persuasion, 
desire  having  a  more  intimate  connection  with  assent  than  is  commonly 
imagined.  There  is  a  satisfaction  attending  the  discernment  (rf  truth,  which 
serves  ns  for  the  mark  to  distinguish  single  truths,  not  immediately  sup- 
ported by  others,  and  makes  us,  as  it  were,  feel  them,  whence  comes  (he 
ejuthet  Palpable  applied  to  truth  or  falsehood :  now  there  are  other  satis- 
factions springing  from  latent  denres,  that  frequently  beguile  us  by  (pving 
that  pleasing  countenance  to  whatever  they  &sten  upon,  which  is  the  proper 
characteristic  trf  truth  dearly  discerned.  And  perhaps  there  is  a  spice  of 
either  character,  if  not  a  mixture  of  both,  greater  or  less  in  the  composition 
of  every  man :  for  we  are  all  too  cloaely  wedded  to  our  own  notions,  and 
too  hasty  to  undervalue  and  cavil  at  those  of  others.  Therefore  we  ought 
to  have  a  fellow-feeling  for  persons  under  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
aptxies  of  infirmity,  and  regard  tiiem  only  as  a  little  fiirther  gone  than  our- 
selves in  the  common  distemper  incident  to  the  human  intellects. 

Nor  are  they  useless  in  the  hand  of  Providence,  but,  like  other  evils,  made 
to  produce  good  fruits  by  balancing  one  another,  and  serving  to  keep  the 
world  in  the  middle  road  of  sobriety  and  discretion  by  their  opposite  at- 
tractions. Perhaps  our  clergy  would  grow  remiss  in  their  duties,  and  quite 
careless  of  their  flacks,  if  it  were  not  for  the  danger  of  having  them  all  en- 
ticed away  by  the  inde&tigable  inveiglements  of  enthusiasts.  Perhtqts  they 
would  be  rigid  and  authoritative,  pladng  Religion  wholly  in  speculative 
points,  and  giving  out  their  ovm  ingenious  imaginations  for  the  certain  sense 
of  the  sacred  rccoids,  if  there  were  not  the  free-thinker  ready  at  hand  tu 
demand  a  reason  for  all  they  assert,  and  catch  them  tripping  whenever  a 
moment  off  their  guard.  Nor  is  it  unlikely  that  many  of  the  laity  have 
taken  a  distaste  from  the  palpable  absurdities  of  enthuuasts  against  that  in- 
judicions  sanctity  that  leads  into  them ;  or  have  been  put  ujwn  fiudii^ 
reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in  them,  and  taught  to  stand  a  joke,  by  being 
pestered  with  the  scoffers ;  or  drawn  by  the  disputes  bandied  about  tu  di»- 
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conree  of  Religion,  which  eUe  would  hare  remuned  an  unfoibionable  topic, 

never  to  be  mentioned  in  good  company. 

Bat  it  becomes  not  ns  to  eDcoorage  or  countenance  evil  that  good  majr 
come  of  it :  the  penninion  of  evfl  b  the  prerogative  of  Heaven,  who  alone 
knoWB  how  to  produce  good  there&om :  it  i%  oar  part  to  acqaieace  con- 
tentedly  under  what  we  cannot  help,  to  oae  onr  endeavonn  towards  reme- 
dying or  leacening  the  evil  so  &r  as  we  can,  provided  we  do  not  apply  per- 
eecntion,  animoaity,  contempt,  or  other  remedies  worse  than  the  disease,  bat 
especially  to  be  careful  the  infection  does  not  take  hold  on  ourselves.  For 
prejudice  Burronnds  us  on  all  qoarters,  and,  in  one  shape  or  other,  creeps 
upon  us  imperceptibly,  nor  perhaps  is  it  puaeible  totally  to  escape  its  infln- 
ence.  'niere  are  prqudices  of  edncatioD,  prejudices  of  company  and  cos- 
torn,  prejudices  of  private  opinion,  prior  detraraination,  inclination,  habit, 
novel^,  interest,  convenience,  and  dislike.  Nothing  so  easy  as  to  avoid 
Scylla  by  mnning  upon  Charybdis  :  this  deceives  both  the  Ingot  and  free- 
thinker; for,  while  they  stand  aghast  with  horror  at  the  rocks  upon  which 
-thers  have  been  beaten,  are  themselves  swallowed  np  in  the  whirlpocd; 
and,  in  general,  men  are  apt  to  place  the  whole  of  prudence  in  guardingf 
against  some  striking  folly  observed  in  their  neighhonrs.  Being  therefore 
apprized  of  onr  danger,  we  may  see  there  is  need  enough  of  vigilance  and 
circumspection ;  and  what  makes  our  steerage  the  more  difficult  is,  that  we 
are  forced  to  employ  the  same  galea  for  carrying  us  on  our  way  that  threa- 
ten us  with  destmctlon. 

6.  For  without  education,  without  deference  to  the  authority  and  credit 
in  the  inatructions  of  our  tutors,  we  shall  stick  at  the  first  entrance  into 
knowledge :  without  regarding  the  opinions  of  others,  we  shall  make  no 
improvement  beyond  the  pedantry  of  a  college ,  without  compliance  with 
general  customs,  we  shall  attain  no  knowledge  of  the  world,  nor  be  of  use 
to  any  other  than  onrselTCS,  but  must  move  each  in  a  Uttle  sphere  of  his 
own,  not  as  one  of  the  society ;  without  some  steadiness  in  onr  own  deter- 
minations, and  adherence  to  the  convictions  of  our  reason,  we  shaU  be  per- 
petaally  wavering,  whiffle  about  vrith  every  wind,  never  know  what  discre* 
tion  is,  nor  ever  persevere  in  a  regular  course  of  conduct,  llierefbre  we 
ought  to  give  all  these  thmr  jnoportionable  weight  upon  us,  not  snfiering 
any  one  to  preponderate  above  the  rest,  nor  exceed  its  due  shore  in  our  es- 
timation :  wherein  Ues  the  main  difficulty ;  for  whoever  doea  not  wilMly 
ehnt  bis  eyes  may  see  they  all  deserve  a  proportion  of  our  regard. 

For  we  must  suppose  men  to  use  their  understanding  in  what  they  teach 
and  what  they  do,  or  at  least  to  have  followed  others  before  them  who  did 
use  it ;  therefore  whatever  is  received  that  way  has  the  sanction  of  their 
judgment  on  its  side  :  on  the  other  liand,  it  vriU  hardly  be  denied,  that  who- 
ever follows  his  leaders  implidtly,  or  drives  down  with  the  torrent  of  custom, 
whether  in  matters  of  doctrine  or  practice,  will  inevitably  run  nptm  many 
pernicious  errors  and  absurditiea ;  whence  comes  the  necesuty  of  private 
judgmoit,  and  using  our  own  eyes.  Nevertheless,  the  general  reception 
carries  a  just  and  strong  presumption  in  its  fiivonr,  not  to  be  overcome  un- 
less upon  positive  and  cogent  evidence,  nor  without  mature  deliberation  : 
for  there  may  be  an  eq>edience  fbood  by  long  experience  in  things  whav 
the  contrary  appears  upon  a  slight  inspection,  and  in  all  courts  of  judgment 
the  burden  of  the  proof  lies  upon  him  who  tendera  the  issue.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  decisions  fixed  in  our  mind,  whether  by  instruction,  example,  or 
former  exercises  of  our  own  reason,  carry  the  like  presumption,  subject,  ne< 
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verthelesB,  to  b«  ovtweigbed  by  farther  examination  or  ezi<erience ;  and  the 
adherence  to  them,  notwiUutending  this  counterweight,  is  termed  either 
constancy  or  obttinacy,  for  both  are  the  tame  qnality  of  perseverance  ac- 
cording aa  well  or  ill  directed. 

But  in  what  particiilar  cases  this  perseverance  ia  a  fault  or  a  virtne,  or 
when  private  jadgment  is  to  takeplace  of  authority  or  preconceived  opinions, 
it  may  be  impouibie  to  lay  down  a  rule  for  ascertaining  precisely  :  nor  were 
it  expedient  for  the  world  that  such  rule  conld  be  found,  for  this  would  take 
away  more  than  half  the  ba«ineM  of  life.  We  should  then  proceed  mecha- 
nically in  the  beaten  track,  having  do  ose  for  our  underBtan<Ung,  unless  now 
and  then  at  stated  seasonH,  when  oar  role  called  upon  ue  to  exert  it :  but 
now  we  must  keep  our  minds  alert,  having  employment  for  all  our  fkcultiea, 
as  well  to  observe  and  consider  as  to  execute,  and  while  we  pursue  our  track, 
inust  look  before  and  aronnd  oa  npon  objects  as  they  occur,  using  our  best 
discretion  to  prevent  us  from  either  deviating  wantonly,  or  scrupling  to  shift 
our  quarter  when  occasion  shaU  require.  We  must  expect  to  make  some 
mistakes,  but  may  avoid  such  as  are  peraidaas  and  destructive ;  and  I  know 
of  DO  better  rule  for  lessening  them  than  to  apply  all  oar  means  of  informa- 
tion, whether  those  received  from  others,  or  gotten  by  our  own  sagacity  and 
industry,  for  balancing  and  correcting  one  another,  and  to  beware  constantly 
of  the  bias  of  passion ;  for  this  it  is  that  always  crampa  the  thought,  and 
renders  us  narrow-minded. 

7.  We  have  already  shown  the  dangers  of  vanity  and  self-conceit,  whe- 
ther of  being  able  to  refine  npon  our  teadiers,  or  to  lay  open  their  utter  ig- 
norance :  but  these  are  not  the  only  passions  that  destroy  our  freedom,  they 
drive  us  forcibly  into  a  licentiousness  of  thought,  whereas  othersoperate  by 
restraint ;  but  perfect  freedom  cannot  be  enjoyed  without  total  exemption 
both  ftom  force  and  restraint.  Ilie  sluu^les  cast  upon  the  mind  may  come 
from  zeal  for  imbibed  principles,  ecrupulons  fear  of  doing  wrong,  shame  of 
appearing  singular,  softness  to  receive  impreation  ^m  importunity  and  po- 
ntive  assertions,  pliancy  to  custom,  inveteracy  of  habit,  indolence  of  temper 
averse  to  the  trouble  of  examination,  hasty  determination  a  natural  con- 
•equence  of  the  former,  veneration  or  dislike  of  particular  penons,  interest, 
party,  and  private  indination.  All  which  frequently  prove  grievous  hin- 
drances to  the  pnwreaa  of  our  reasonings,  and  yet  some  of  ttMse  restraints 
are  necessary  to  balance  one  another,  to  ke^  us  steady  in  a  good  course,  or 
drive  us  out  of  a  bad  one,  so  that  we  may  find  it  needful  to  call  in  their  aid 
sometimes  for  our  self-defence:  like  the  garrison  of  a  fortreas,  who,  while 
the  enemy  scours  the  field,  are  forced  to  imprison  themselves  within  their 
walls  in  order  to  secure  their  Uberty.  Well  vrere  it  if  we  could  always  dis- 
ttnguieh  the  friend  from  the  enemy,  that  we  might  take  to  oar  festaesses, 
whenever  paasion  is  abroad,  but  open  our  barriers  to  calm  and  sober  reason. 

But  this  is  a  sciencB  very  hard  to  be  learned ;  for  passion  so  commonly 
marches  under  the  colours  and  in  the  uniform  of  reason,  or  makes  her  ap- 
proaches BO  covertly  by  the  sap  and  the  mine,  or  by  her  magic  glass  of  false- 
hood casts  such  shades  upon  her  adversary,  that  we  frequently  mistake  the 
one  for  the  other.  Therefore  it  is  incumbent  npon  us  diligently  to  study 
her  manner  and  motions,  to  listen  for  the  subterrajieons  thumps  of  the 
miner's  spade  and  pickaxe,  and  carefully  remark  in  what  particular  quarters 
she  is  most  apt  to  assail  us :  for  by  use  and  practice  we  may  become  more  and 
more  aware  of  all  her  wiles,  which  must  enlarge  our  range  of  freedom ;  be- 
canae  having  learned  (o  know  when  the  coast  is  clear,  we  may  sally  out 
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boldly  to  forage  for  oew  discoveries  in  the  field  of  contemplation,  irithout 

danger  of  an  ambnacade. 

fiat  there  iB  a  particnkr  fear  that  fetten  the  mind  grievously  when  en- 
tering upon  topics  of  Religion  :  some  are  so  afraid  of  departing  from  the 
foitb,  that  thej  will  not  di^rt  from  errar  or  prqudice,  whenever  impooed 
upon  them  aa  an  article  of  fiuth.  llus  shuts  out  all  means  of  information  or 
amendment :  with  ench  a  bar  against  them  neither  the  Jew  nor  the  Gentile 
could  ever  have  been  converted,  the  Papists  reformed,  nor  the  Enthusiast 
restored  to  his  senses.  We  do  not  deny  that  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  he- 
ginning  of  wisdom,  but  will  never  bring  it  to  perfection :  oar  reverence  and 
awe  we  ought  never  to  lay  aside,  no  not  for  a  moment,  for  in  him  we  live, 
'  move,  and  have  oor  being ;  on  his  power  we  depend  both  in  body  and  soul, 
and  in  oar  obedience  to  bis  declared  Will  consists  our  happiness.  Bnt  he 
requires  not  of  ns  a  slavish  fear,  for  his  service  is  perfect  freedom  in  all 
senses,  as  well  when  we  serve  him  with  histalentof  understanding,  as  with 
the  active  powers  he  has  given  us:  nor  shall  we  run  lees  hazard  of  offending 
him  by  wraf^ing  it  up  in  a  napkin,  than  by  (my  involuntary  mistakes  it  may 
lead  us  into, 

8.  This  servile  fear  often  dashes  men  upon  the  very  rocks  of  offence  they 
were  ^prehensive  of :  for  it  makes  them  ^ink  hardly  of  God  as  of  a  rigor- 
ous taskmaster;  it  represents  him  as  giving  arbitrary  commands  on  suppo- 
sition that  such  may  magnify  his  authority :  it  pins  them  down  to  the  letter 
without  regarding  the  intention ;  attaches  them  to  forms  and  ceremonies, 
not  daring  to  penetrate  into  the  substance :  it  draws  them  to  imagine  their  help 
necessary  to  defend  his  glory  and  resist  his  enemies ;  it  drives  them  into  cen- 
sorioosnesB,  derision,  animosity,  and  other  kinds  of  persecution,  under  pain 
of  forfeiting  their  allegiance,  until  the  ze«l  of  the  Lord's  house  hath  eaten 
them  up :  it  overwhelms  them  with  scruples,  misgivings,  terrors,  and  des- 
perBtions ;  lays  them  open  to  credulity  in  dreams,  omens,  judgments,  and 
snpematnral  events ;  debars  them  the  use  of  their  nnderstanding  as  a  pre- 
sumption and  profsneness,  and  leads  them  to  flatter  God  with  perfections 
not  b^onging  to  him. 

This  ts«t  may  seem  an  inadmissible  paradox ;  for  what  flattery  can  there 
he  of  a  Being  who  is  the  sum  and  fountain  of  all  perfection?  But  when  we 
reflect  how  prone  men  of  narrow  views  are  to  take  theu'  own  errors  and  weak- 
nesses for  excellencies,  it  will  appear  not  so  strange  that  an  over-timorous 
seal  for  the  divine  glory  should  ascribe  such  excellencies  to  him,  whieh  be 
has  not :  and  this  is  a  gross  flattery,  for  which  he  will  not  think  the  betta  of 
them.  It  is  this  indnces  them  to  imagine  him  having  his  peculiar  favonr- 
ites,  because  friendship  is  a  virtue  la  themselves,  to  distribute  or  withhold 
his  mercies  without  other  reason  than  his  own  good  pleasure,  because  they 
esteem  it  a  right  to  bestow  their  lavoors  where  they  please  withoat  being 
asked  a  reason;  this  sets  men  against  an  univers^  Providence,  lest  they 
should  contaminate  his  Purity  and  bis  Majesty,  by  allowing  him  any  fore* 
thought  of  foul  and  trivial  things  ;  gives  course  to  the  doctrine  of  a  IVeewill 
of  indifference  and  absolute  contingency  of  human  action,  lest  he  should  be 
thought  the  author  of  sin  ;  prevents  all  impartial  examination  into  the  proper 
idea  of  infinite  goodness,  that  Attribute  which  of  all  others  is  perhaps  the 
hardest  and  yet  the  most  interesting  for  ns  to  understand,  for  fear  the  little 
perplexitiet)  occasioned  by  the  scantiness  of  our  faculties  shoold  be  taken  lor 
a  mistrust  of  it,  and  has  carried  some  divines  eo  for  as  to  prove,  that  God 
is  good  to  those  whom  he  damns  eternally,  because  he  preserves  them  in 
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cctiitence ;  never  ntaotag  that  B^ni;  without  weU-being  is  no  Idndnew,  and 
with  perpetaal  tonnent  is  an  intoler^le  fantden,  wUdi  «ocordiDg  to  oor 
cleareet  ideas  it  would  be  a  mercy  to  take  off.  But  this  sophism  is  need- 
less, because  we  may  eatisfy  ourselves  without  it :  that  God  is  good  I  both 
see  and  believe :  that  he  is  infinitely  good  I  believe  though  I  do  not  see  it ; 
for  I  dm  too  conscions  of  the  darkness  of  my  nnderatanding,  to  think  myself 
warranted  to  reject  everything  that  I  fail  of  seeing ;  therefore  to  perauade 
myself  that  I  see  it  whea  I'do  not,  because  1  &ncy  it  will  please,  is  no  better 
than  arrant  flattery.  For  my  part,  the  most  pleasing  thing  to  the  Searcher 
of  hearts  seems  to  me  to  be  a  strict  examination  of  my  errors  and  ignorvuce, 
with  a  reliance  on  his  Providence  for  dispelling  such  of  them  as  he  jodgea 
proper ;  and  if  I  have  any  other  heresy  I  should  wish  to  know  it,  as  the 
most  likely  step  to  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  cure. 

9.  But  fear  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  therefore  to  be  kqit  as  a  neces- 
sary guard  npon  the  learner,  until  he  has  gotten  a  competent  command  of 
his  imagination ;  for  that  roving  faculty  is  apt  to  throw  np  wanton,  &nta8' 
tical,  irrevB'ent,  mistrustful,  de^nding,  gloomy,  perplexing  ideas,  which 
have  been  catdied  by  sympathy  from  the  company  of  ^ddy,  sanguine,  or 
melancholy  peraons.  These  imaginatiODS  ought  all  to  be  banished  in- 
stantly as  soon  as  they  offer  to  intrude,  nor  should  be  be  less  afraid  of  his 
own  feara  that  start  up  at  seasons  from  indigestion,  disappointment,  ill- 
hnmour,  or  bodily  distemperatnre ;  a  little  observatiou  will  discover  them  by 
their  changeable  quality,  ebbing  and  flowing  by  fits,  and  t«nch  him  to  pay 
them  no  regard  until  he  has  had  leisure  to  revise  them  in  lucid  iatervalE. 
The  like  caution  will  serve  against  very  striking  fancies  that  dart  suddenly 
with  the  force  of  self-evident  truths,  bat  are  often  found  hollow  npon  a  se- 
cond view,  or  a  close  and  calm  examination.  The  nrgency  of  appetite  too, 
the  impetuosity  of  desire,  the  avocations  of  pleasure,  are  no  otherwise  to  be 
restrained,  nor  the  lethargy  of  indolence  rovied,  than  by  alarming  him  with 
terrors.  But  after  these  troublesome  enemies  are  tolerably  brought  imder, 
still  to  retain  the  some  degree  of  terror  would  be  bad  policy:  for  then 
it  becomes  vicious,  tending  only  to  obstruct  the  operaticma  of  the  under* 
Standing. 

So  that  fear,  like  other  medicines,  is  either  salutary  or  peminous  aaxad- 
ing  to  the  snbjects  wbereto  it  is  applied,  and  ought  not  to  be  given  in 
extremes  nor  administered  withoot  good  knowledge  of  the  patient,  and  due 
consideration  of  the  case.  Ihe  bigot  vrould  ^  everybody  with  fears, 
though  he  has  none  himself,  nor  even  caution,  or  proper  reverence  where 
most  jostly  due.  The  freethinker  would  banish  all  fear  end  caution,  and 
reverence  along  with  it,  and  would  emancipate  thenorid  in  the  snme  man- 
ner as  an  apprentice  is  emancipated  by  running  away  from  his  master :  bnt 
the  only  desirable  emancipation  is  that  attained  by  having  served  his  time 
and  learned  his  trade.  Freedom  of  thought  must  be  acknowledged  an 
edged  tool,  necessary  to  the  artificer  as  he  cannot  do  his  work  cleverly 
without  it,  but  extremely  dangerous  to  be  played  vrith  by  the  novice :  it 
must  be  handled  gingerly  at  tint,  or  we  shall  mn  a  hazard  of  cutting  our- 
selves, or  other  folks  who  have  the  misfortune  to  stand  within  our  reach ; 
nor  must  it  ever  be  brandished  about  wantonly  or  heedlessly,  for  the  oldest 
workmen  have  been  known  sometimes  to  do  themselves  a  mischief.  As 
there  is  a  similtitude  in  liberty  of  all  kinds,  we  may  gather  some  profitable 
instruction  by  observing  wherein  fireedom  of  conversation  and  carriage  con- 
sists :  not  in  utter  contempt  erf  all  rules  and  decency,  but  a  thorongh  under- 
standing and  habitual  expertncu  in  them. 
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The  well>bred  gentleinan  bebKvee  easily  in  all  companies,  is  never  at  ■ 
low  bow  to  deport  hinuelf,  can  speak  his  mind  freely,  and  maintain  his  just 
rights  upon  ocx»moii,  yet  without  hiling  a  whit  of  the  respect  or  reverence 
due  to  any  present ;  and  can  utter  bold  tmths  even  to  ladies  withont  breach 
of  good  mannerH,  on  giving  the  least  ofience.  Bring  an  mdicked  cuh  into 
company,  and  yon  will  6nd  bim  shy  and  sheepish,  never  knowing  when  to 
■it  or  stand,  mieaay  in  all  sitnations ;  he  dares  not  say  his  sonl  is  his  own, 
assents  if  yon  tell  him  black  is  white,  and  if  a  lord  asks  him  what 's  o'clock, 
thinks  it  high  treason  to  answer.  Set  him  loose  at  once  from  his  fears,  and 
you  may  make  him  directly  a  fireetlunker  in  behaviour,  he  talks  loudly  and 
pertly  upon  all-  subjects,  contradicts  and  criticises,  and  jostles  anybody,  pats 
the  women  to  the  ^lush  with  his  emntty  jokes  and  rude  jeers,  is  poeitive  and 
tenacioQB  in  trifles,  and  thinks  himself  as  good  as  the  best  man  in  the  king- 
dom. If  he  chance  to  have  a  volubility  of  pen,  he  entertains  the  public 
weekly  with  calumniating  the  great ;  if  a  slender  ray  of  Famassns,  he  cnta 
and  dashes  in  sathe,  not  against  vices  and  follies,  but  against  paiticniar 
persons  marked  out  by  the  populace  for  hunted  deer ;  no  matter  for  plan 
or  moral ;  one  or  two  of  Horace's  purple  rags  botched  together  with  coarse 
seams  of  abuse  will  gain  prodigious  applause  among  the  many :  if  a  topping 
influence  in  a  borough,  he  moves  for  presents  of  gold  boxes,  not  so  mnch  to 
give  pleasure  to  the  persons  receiving,  as  because  he  thinks  it  will  vex  some 
others :  if  a  smattering  in  Philosophy,  he  runs  ofl'a  treatise  against  miracles 
or  prophecies,  or  manfully  defends  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  against 
attempts  made  upon  them  by  the  hierarchy  some  two  or  three  centoriesago; 
if  of  divinity,  he  shows  the  clergy  know  nothing  of  their  busineas,  nor  are 
half  strict  enough,  but  lays  out  certain  methods  of  practice  and  articles  ot 
foith  never  hear^  of  before,  as  indispensably  necessary  to  salvation. 

Thns  we  see  in  all  cases  bow  freedom  proves  a  dangerous  instrument  in 
undisdplined  bands,  that  the  management  of  it  is  a  peculiar  art  not  to  be 
learned  without  careful  appUcalion  and  experience,  nor  practised  without 
cool  circnmspection  and  reserve ;  that  apprehensions  are  not  to  be  cast  off 
at  once,  but  suffered  to  subwde'by  degrees  in  proportion  as  the  scholar  ad- 
vances in  proficiency,  nor  can  ever  be  totally  discarded  wi&out  imminent 
danger  of  ouscbief. 

10.  Bince  then  it  appears  so  very  difficult  to  ran  currently  along  the 
strugfat  line  of  liberty  without  stepping  aside  into  servility  or  licentiousness, 
it  behoves  us  to  seek  for  what  dispositions  of  mind  may  guide  the  feet 
aright  by  keeping  the  eye  steady  upon  its  proper  point.  As  precipitancy 
and  passion,  especially  vanity,  are  the  greatest  misleaders,  it  is  obvious  that 
a  reservation  for  second  thoughts,  a  quiet  coolness,  a  modesty  and  humility  of 
temper,  are  the  safest  preservatives,  nor  can  there  be  thorough  freedom  withont 
them :  for  whenever  a  man  undertakes  to  demonstrate  bis  opponent  in  the 
wrong,  or  run  him  down  with  reproaches,  you  may  pronounce  him  under 
an  intemperance  of  mind  that  does  not  leave  him  perfect  master  of  hia 
thoughts. 

Prom  this  rule  of  sobriety  and  humility  spring  several  branches :  £rst,  a 
decent  deference  to  authority  withont  an  implicit  Mth,  and  a  candid  con- 
struction of  opinions  however  singular  i  for  one  can  not  suppose  men  em- 
brace errors  knowingly,  hat  take  them  in  a  lump  as  appearing  connected 
with  something  just  and  solid,  or  are  led  into  particular  errora  by  some 
specious  resemblance  of  truth.  Therefore  candour  will  incline  ns  to  examine 
the  several  parts  of  a  Eystcoi,  with  a  persuasion  of  finding  something  tenable 
in  the  handle  ;  and  is  never  so  well  satisfied  witb  its  judgment  of  a  mistake. 
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aa  when  it  can  ducorei-  the  fallacy  that  might  easily  mideai]  it  well-inten- 
tioned person  thereinto. 

Nest,  an  unbiassed  equity,  nntolicitoni  to  give  triumph  or  Texation  to 
any  man,  or  set  of  men,  having  no  favonrites,  or  rather  bearing  an  equal 
favour  to  all.  agree^le  to  that  saying  of  Tnlly  we  have  often  seen  qnoted, 
I  am  a  friend  to  I^to,  a  friend  to  Socrates,  but  more  a  ^end  to  truth : 
and  ready  to  give  everything  ita  due.  Tliis  equitable  temper  will  render 
the  poBMSBor  avene  to  opposition  and  contradiction  bo  ^  as  can  possibly 
be  avoided,  pleased  with  none  other  contention  than  that  of  brotherly  love 
and  good  offices,  labunring  at  reconcilement  in  part,  if  it  cannot  be  effected 
entirely,  atndions  to  save  the  credit  of  an  antagonist,  careful  to  give  no 
ofience  to  the  unwary,  and  aiming  always  at  the  general  good.  It  prompts 
to  regard  the  use  and  end  of  things,  their  tendencies  as  well  as  their 
intrinsic  value ;  to  distinguish  between  the  form  and  the  substance ;  to  dis- 
cern what  is  essential,  and  what  only  a  barrier  to  protect  the  former,  or 
an  expedient  to  lead  into  it ;  endeavouring  so  to  accommodate  the  road  for 
the  passage  of  different  travellers,  that  they  may  proceed  without  interfering 
or  jostling,  as  perceiving  that  the  several  tracts  of  it  may  terminate  in  the 
same  jonme/s  end. 

Thirdly,  a  temperance  of  imagination  not  to  be  sednced  by  the  charms 
•  of  novelty,  nor  thrown  off  the  hinges  by  any  striking  discovery  or  shining 
observation,  regarding  real  nse  preferably  to  every  other  object,  capable 
when  necessity  wiU  permit  of  suppressing  whatever  might  ofiend  the  weak, 
or  scandalize  the  acrnpnlons,  or  be  misunderstood  so  as  to  appear  subversive 
of  more  important  tmtha ;  herein  practising  that  which  the  great  master  of 
eloquence,  in  his  three  dialc^ues  npon  that  art,  lays  down  for  one  of  the 
first  mlea  to  be  observed  by  an  orator.  That  he  be  careful  to  let  nothing 
drop  which  might  do  hurt  to  his  cause. 

Lastly,  what  in  a  former  chapter  we  have  called  the  science  of  ignorance 
or  knowledge  of  what  we  cannot  do,  which  will  withhold  the  professor  from 
driving  at  all  lengths,  whether  with  a  probability  of  attuning  them  or  no, 
or  entering  upon  topics  where  he  can  hope  to  add  nothing  to  what  was 
known  to  everybody  before ;  in  example  of  the  true  poet,  who,  as  described 
by  Horace,  examines  the  strength  of  his  shoulders,  what  they  are  able  to 
bear,  and  what  they  would  sink  under,  and  when  meeting  with  a  subject 
he  despairs  of  ever  bringing  to  a  good  polish,  he  prudently  passes  it  over. 
Widi  these  defences,  which  may  be  termed  the  Panoply  of  Liberty,  I 
riiall  endeavour  to  arm  myself  against  dangers,  and  though  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  escape  them  all,  but  no  doubt  shall  be  found  sometuues  to  main* 
tain  an  error,  or  pnnue  an  argument  that  had  better  have  been  omitted ; 
yet  when  it  is  considered  what  precautions  I  have  taken,  I  shall  hope  to 
stand  acquitted  of  ill  design  or  heedlessness :  as  for  involuntary  slips,  it  is 
not  in  mortal  man  to  avoid  them,  especially  in  such  rugged  and  slippery 
paths  as  I  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  along.  But  since  we  have  found  vaui^ 
the  most  formidable  enemy,  which  yet  is  but  an  excrescence  from  the  desire 
of  commendation,  that  Ufe  and  vigour  of  virtoe  and  all  manly  perform- 
ances ;  it  seems  expedient,  before  1  proceed  onward,  to  bestow  a  Chapter 
apon  it,  in  order  to  give  it  a  thorough  examination,  that  we  may  always 
know  the  excrescence  from  the  genuine  branches. 
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But  how  shall  we  manage  to  pnrsQe  onr  ezaminatioD  eSectnally  ?  where 
find  the  scales  nice  enough  to  weigh  a  hubble,  or  get  a  needle  fine  enough 
to  pick  up  a  vapour,  that  we  may  turn  it  aboat  for  our  iaepeetion  on  aU 
flidea,  so  as  to  discern  exactly  its  nmke  and  colours  ?  We  can  all  see  vanity 
at  a  distance  with  a  striking  plainnesi;  it  is  like  the  clouds  gathered 
in  a  body,  whose  tbselled  edges  glitter  in  the  western  Son ;  but  who 
cam  see  the  vapours  drawn  up  by  his  meridian  beams  to  form  those 
clouds,  though  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  that  flows  copiously 
around  him  ?  So  that  other  vapour,  which  surrounds  us  aIwa3'B  Uke  an 
atmosphere  wherever  we  go,  eludes  oar  sight  by  its  nearness.  It  lies  too 
close  to  the  eye  to  be  discerned,  too  flat  upon  the  sluu  to  be  taken  hold 
of ;  it  insinuates  among  our  pores,  mingles  among  our  vital  juices,  tripe 
along  the  tongue,  dances  upon  the  eyes,  trepidates  through  the  nerves, 
wantons  in  the  gestures,  lurks  among  the  sentiments,  taints  the  imagina- 
tion, and  runs  throughont  the  whole  constitution ;  insomuch  that  it  has 
been  generally  thou^t  innate,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  human  com- 
position. 

But  though  nature  will  not  own  the  monstrous  birth,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged one  of  the  earliest  of  our  acquisitions,  which  being  Ih^  in  the  bone 
will  never  go  out  of  the  flesh  :  for  we  suck  it  in  with  our  milk,  imbibe  it 
from  our  parents,  catch  it  from  our  playfellows,  are  enticed  into  it  by  our 
■elf-love,  enconraged  to  it  by  the  world,  and  confirmed  in  it  by  the  general 
practice :  to  that  education,  sympathy,  and  example  all  combining  to  rivet 
it  in  us,  it  is  no  wonder  it  grows  into  an  inveterate  habit,  giving  birth  to 
most  of  our  latent  motives,  operating  upon  us  imperceptibly,  and  so  per- 
petually entering  the  scale  of  judgment,  as  scarce  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  other  weig-hts.  For  by  its  pervading  quality  infusing  itself  into  them 
all,  it  can  sknlk  under  a  tiiousand  disguises,  aod  Proteus  like  assume  a 
thousand  various  forms,  taking  away  the  similitude  of  whatever  covering  it 
lies  nnder.  One  never  knows  where  to  have  it  sure :  if  you  mortify  it  in 
one  shape,  it  gathers  new  life  in  another;  if  you  weed  it  effectually  out  of 
one  spot,  it  instantly  sprouts  up  in  the  opposite  quarter  behind  you :  so 
that  with  all  the  pains  yon  can  take,  your  work  is  never  ended,  nor  your 
vigilance  allowed  a  moment's  respite. 

Vanity  is  given  to  diildren  with  their  playthings,  and  taught  them  with 
thnr  instmotions :  they  are  made  to  show  about  their  little  toys,  to  angle 
for  everybody's  admiration  at  tlieir  prettiness,  and  bid  to  be  mannerly  by 
way  of  setting  themselves  above  the  dirty  beggar  boys  in  the  street.  In 
youth  the  fimcy  runs  upon  peculiar  advantages  possessed  above  others, 
whether  bodily  strength,  sagacity  in  outwitting,  handsomeness  of  person,  or 
finery  of  .dress,  luxuriates  in  afiisctstion  of  all  trifling  kinds,  and  renders  the 
school  they  were  bred  up  in,  the  way  of  life  they  have  been  accustomed  to, 
or  little  accomplishment  they  chartce  to  have  succeeded  in,  infinitely  pre- 
ferable to  every  tiling  else  in  the  world  besides.  In  manhood  there  are 
riches,  or  family,  or  &vour  of  the  great,  or  magnificence  in  buildings,  or 
equipage  and  all  the  pride  of  life,  adminii-tering  fuel  to  vanity  :  the  desire 
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of  excellin;  actuates  all,  and  ia  the  congcionsness  of  it  tliey  place  their 
prime  delight ;  every  one  has  something  belonging  to  him  better  than  his 
neighbours,  and  does  something  in  a  cleverer  manner  than  anybody  else; 
and  to  make  his  superiority  the  snrer,  despises  every  other  accompUshment 
wherein  he  cannot  shine  eminently  himself.  If  the  gifts  of  fortune  are 
shown  an  insufficient  ground  for  a  man  to  vnlue  himself  upon,  he  will 
assume  a  title  from  those  of  nature,  from  the  endowments  of  Aie  mind, 
from  learning,  good  breeding,  or  other  proficiency  :  if  driven  out  of  this 
claim  too,  he  may  be  vain  of  bis  virtaeg,  or  mistake  his  eagerness  to  out- 
strip for  a  zeal  to  make  the  greatest  proficiency  he  can  io  them. 

This  passion  operates  where  one  would  least  expect  it,  sets  np  the 
roechamc  for  a  judge  over  judges,  qualities  the  common  councilman  to  dic- 
tate measures  of  state,  serves  for  inspiration  to  the  enthusiast,  supports  the 
methodist  under  bia  incessant  labours,  and  reigns  in  triumph  over  the 
free-thinker.  The  wily  sorceress  contrives  means  to  nestle  in  the  bosom 
of  Religion,  works  hollow  passages  nnder  the  solid  ground  of  Philosophy, 
and  finds  a  crevice  to  slip  through  into  treatises  oa  humility.  Perhaps  a 
tincture  mny  have  infused  itself  nnperceived  into  this  very  page,  under  the 
spedons  appearance  of  relieving  the  Reader  that  he  may  return  with  fresh 
spirits  to  drier  disquisitions ;  or  the  glittering  sand  of  ornament  been 
strewed,  not  so  much  to  set  off  the  subject,  as  by  a  secret  impulse  prompt- 
ing to  set  off  the  operator. 

2,  But  thongh  I  will  not  undertake  to  pronounce  assuredly  in  all  cases 
what  is  vanity  and  what  is  not,  yet  where  one  can  perceive  the  water 
muddied  by  something  wriggling  under  it,  I  shall  try  my  best  to  catch  hold 
on  the  slippery  eel ;  that  I  may  apply  her  to  the  microscope  to  examine 
her  carefully,  and  discover  the  dender  threads  that  ore  the  spawn  by  which 
she  multiplies.  I  am  not  miapprized  that  ambition  of  all  kinds,  from  that 
of  the  statesman  down  to  the  fiddler,  and  Pride  are  distinguishable  from 
vanity :  the  first  being  a  greediness  of  acquiring  superiority,  the  second 
a  fond  contemplation  of  that  we  have,  and  the  last  a  like  fbnd  hnmour  of 
showing  it.  But  since  nunecessary  distinctions  tend  only  to  burden  the 
mind,  and  I  see  no  occasion  for  them  here,  I  shall  comprehend  all  three 
under  the  one  term  by  which  I  have  entitled  this  chapter  i  as  they  all 
spring  from  one  common  principle,  the  love  of  excelling  others. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  satisfaction  is  the  magnet  directing  every 
turn  of  our  volition,  the  solid  substance  giving  weight  to  all  oar  motives ; 
nature  at  oor  birth  has  annexed  satis&ction  to  certain  sensations,  as  of 
taste,  or  warmth,  or  rest,  or  little  motions  of  the  limbs,  and  at  first  we 
receive  none  otiier  than  what  come  by  their  conveyance.  But  very  soon 
ideas  of  reflection  make  a  lodgement  in  the  infant  mind,  beginning  the 
stores  of  experience  there,  and  form  the  fiicnlty  of  imagination,  by  means 
of  which  the  apprehension  of  absent  pleasures  becomes  immediately  pleas- 
ing :  whence  grow  the  appetites  cnrrently  counted  natural,  and  supposed 
to  be  bom  wiA  us.  But  then  those  ideas  only  are  pleasing  in  the  appre- 
hension whose  archetypes  were  so  in  the  sensation,  for  appetite  prompts  to 
nothing  bat  what  has  afibrded  satisfaction  when  applied  to  the  senses ; 
which  proves  those  ideas  to  have  no  intrinsic  goodness  in  themselves, 
because  deriving  their  attractive  quality  from  the  action  of  external  objects. 

As  the  little  stock  of  experience  increases  and  imagioatioa  gets  a  larger 
field  ta  play  in,  striking  oat  new  assemblages  and  trains  not  worked  by 
the  senses,  there  sprout  up  other  appetites  from  that  of  pleasure  ;  these  are 
styled  natural  too,  and  with  no  great  impropriety,  because  flourishing  more 
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or  less  iu  every  soil  universally,  and  appeanDg  very  early  without  any  cul- 
tivation, they  are  the  product  of  custom,  oar  second  nature.  For  1  have 
endeavoured  to  show  in  the  chaptera  of  my  first  volume  upon  the  four 
classes  of  motives,  how  use  grows  from  pleasure,  and  honour  from  use  by 
translation ;  for  being  first  found  eatistactory  as  a  means  conducive  to  their 
respective  end,  in  process  of  time  the  end  drops  out  of  thought,  and  then 
eatisfoction  becomes  comi^etely  translated  to  the  mCBDi,  resting  upon  it  as 
an  end  without  intervention  of  any  other.  Hence  it  appears  that  honour, 
however  propagated  among  individuals  by  sympathy,  derives  its  origin  and 
receives  its  value  immediately  from  use,  but  remotely  from  pleasure :  that 
nothing  is  laudable  in  itself,  nor  otherwiBe,  than  as  conducive  to  happiness, 
which  constitutes  the  teal  essence  of  rectitude,  how  much  soever  honour 
may  be  our  proper  mark  whereby  to  discern  it ;  and  that  commendation  is 
there  more  justly  due  where  it  may  be  most  usefully  applied. 

3.  This  appetite  towards  approbation,  whether  from  other  persons  or 
from  our  own  mind,  does,  like  other  appetites,  give  an  immediate  pleasure 
in  the  gratification  or  the  means  tending  thereto ;  and  sometimes  to  the 
bare  prospect  of  objects  proper  to  gratify  it,  though  lying  out  of  our  reach  : 
as  a  basket  of  delicious  fruits,  thou^  not  beautiful  to  the  eye,  may  please 
the  sight  without  our  wanting  to  eat  of  them.  Such  pleasures  are  of  the 
mental  kind,  not  the  sensitive,  having  no  dependence  upon  the  senses,  but 
seated  wholly  in  the  reflection  :  unless  you  will  call  them  internal  senta- 
tkins  excited  by  the  play  of  ideas  in  the  refiexive  &culty,  whose  operations 
in  some  cases  are  styled  notices  of  the  moral  sense,  distinguishing  between 
objects  agreeable  or  lUsagreeable  iostautaneonsly,  as  the  eye  distinguishes 
cdoura. 

This  property  of  the  moral  sense  misled  Uie  Stoics  to  place  the  essence 
of  rectitude  in  the  agreeableness  discerned  thereby :  for  they  insisted  that 
virtue  was  its  own  reward  and  good  in  itself,  because  the  exercise  of  it  is 
attended  with  a  soothing  complacence  of  mind,  and  because  actions  were 
acknowledged  to  be  right,  although  manifestiy  tending  to  our  own  damage, 
or  that  of  others :  therefore  the  -n  Ka^sr  or  honestum  or  beauty  of  things 
discerned  by  the  moral  sense,  constituted  their  whole  goodness ;  and  tiiat 
nothing  was  good  nor  contributed  a  whit  to  happiness  besides  rectitude  of 
sentiment  and  conduct.  Whereas  a  little  reflexion  may  convince  us,  that 
rectitude  is  so  far  from  being  good  In  itself  or  the  sole  good,  that  it  would 
have  no  goodness  at  all,  nor  even  a  being,  if  there  were  nothing  else  good, 
whereto  it  might  conduce.  Were  it  in  my  power  to  rescue  a  worthy 
family  from  some  imminent  danger  or  ntter  rum,  why  should  I  think  it 
right  to  do  so,  unless  some  benefit  would  accrue  to  them  therefroqi  ?  then* 
intnirring  thp  mischief  would  be  no  fault  in  them,  nor  their  escaping  a  vir- 
tue, but  a  piece  of  good  fortune ;  therefore  if  this  escape  were  no  good, 
nor  contributed  an3ithing  to  their  happiness,  it  would  be  just  as  right  for 
me  to  withhold,  as  to  give  my  assistance.  And  the  like  may  be  said  of 
every  other  act  we  perform,  if  it  does  not  tend  nearly  or  remotely  to  some 
enjoyment  the  reception  whereof  is  no  virtue,  we  might  full  as  well,  as 
rightly,  and  as  commendably  let  it  alone. 

WeU,  but  suppose  I  had  bestirred  myself  to  the  utmost  in  warding  off 
the  mischief,  though  without  the  least  success;  still  everybody  would  ac- 
knowledge I  had  don«  right  and  applauded  me  for  my  good  intention, 
thon^  of  no  avail  to  the  parties  ;  why  so  I  hope  they  would,  because  I 
should  do  the  same  by  them  upon  the  like  occasion ;  but  let  us  consider  upon 
what  grounds  I  shoidd  judge  this  approbation  due,  namely,  because  a  stre- 
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nuoua  act  of  kiodness  iDdicatea  and  itrengtheiiB  a  benevolent  disposition  of 
mind  whicU  may  have  better  nicceas  anoUier  time,  and  helps  to  encourage 
it  by  example  or  sympathy  in  others  who  wiU  have  opportunities  of  be- 
coming more  serviceable  thereby  to  their  fellow-creatures.  Thus  commen- 
dation becomes  due  to  right  action,  because  usefiil  in  stimnl^Dg  to  future 
right  actions  of  like  beneficial  tendency;  and  for  thJB  reason  ^one,  does 
not  at  all  depend  upon  the  present  success,  nor  for  any  intrinsic  goodness 
in  the  deed  abstracted  from  its  good  effects. 

Then  for  placing  the  valoe  of  virtue  solely  in  the  complacence  accompa- 
nying the  ptoctice,  this  would  make  it  a  narrow,  selfish  principle ;  for  then 
1  am  to  do  a  good  act,  not  for  the  good  that  may  redound  to  anybody 
therefrom,  nor  even  for  my  own  future  profit,  but  tor  my  present  amuse- 
ment to  please  myself  with  the  performance,  Besides  that  complacence 
is  to  be  found  in  other  practices ;  the  child  can  find  it  in  his  plays,  the 
achool-boy  in  his  exercises,  the  miser  in  his  gainful  schemes,  and  the  vil- 
lain in  his  cunning  tricks :  so  that  if  presmt  complacence  mode  the  good- 
ness of  things,  there  would  be  none  other  difference  between  virtue  and 
trifle  or  roguery,  than  that  it  happens  to  hit  the  fancy.  Thns  it  appears 
in  all  lights,  that  the  true  value  of  rectitude  does  not  lie  in  an  inherent 
beauty  strikiag  the  moral  sense,  but  derives  from  a  reference  to  something 
else  tiiat  is  not  virtoe.  Nevertheless,  our  moral  sense,  generated  by  our 
own  experience  of  things  we  have  forgotten,  or  conveyed  by  instruction 
and  sympathy  from  others  upon  our  experience  we  never  hod,  may  prove  an 
excellent  guide,  not  safely  to  be  n^tected,  for  directing  us  into  measures  hav- 
ing a  tendency  to  happiness,  too  remote  or  too  intricate  for  us  to  discern. 

4.  The  pleasure  arising  from  the  three  scenes  of  reflection  before  spoken 
of  seems  to  be  the  same  in  kind,  differing  no  otherwise  than  in  the  objects 
,  affording  it :  for  the  state  of  mind  and  inward  feel  of  the  proud  man,  when 
reflecting  on  his  excellencies,  varies  nothing  from  that  of  the  voluptuary 
contemplating  the  exquisite  dainties  he  is  going  to  sit  down  to,  or  the  co- 
vetous man  when  ruminating  on  the  treasures  he  has  gotten  :  each  being 
none  other  than  joy  taken  in  Uie  poueaaion  of  something  esteemed  desirable. 
If  I  were  to  hazard  a  physical  account  of  this  matter,  I  should  conjecture 
there  was  some  little  fibre  of  the  mental  organization,  whose  play  had  a 
quality  of  striking  the  joyous  perception,  or,  as  we  vulgarly  say,  tickling 
tiie  ^cy.  Joy,  when  occasioned  by  the  contrast  of  very  dissimilar  objects, 
along  which  it  proceeds  by  continual  leaps  and  bounds  from  one  to  the  other, 
becomes  mirth :  whence  some  have  profoundly  maintained,  that  laughter 
proceeds  always  from  contempt,  or  a  comparison  of  ourselves  with  some- 
thing greatly  our  inferior :  firoin  which  doctrine  it  would  follow,  as  Addison 
observes,  that,  instead  of  saying  such  a  one  is  a  very  merry  man,  we  ought 
to  say  he  is  a  very  proud  man. 

But  there  is  antrther  inference  many  times  drawn  in  sober  seriousness 
therefrom,  namely,  that  ridicule  is  the  touchstone  of  blsehood,  because 
whatever  excites  our  laughter  must  needs  be  contemptible  and  absurd :  and 
if  we  object  that  the  best  of  things  have  often  been  turned  into  jest,  we  are 
answered  that  whoever  does  this  makes  himself  ridiculous,  and  not  the 
things  he  jokee  upon.  I  shall  not  repeat  what  I  have  urged  in  the  chapter 
on  the  passions  to  show,  both  that  contempt  does  not  always  produce 
laughter,  and  that  laughter  flows  from  several  other  sources :  I  need  only 
observe  heit,  that  the  provocation  to  mirth,  even  where  it  does  arise  from 
contempt,  is  a  very  unsafe  evidence  to  trust  to ;  for  it  is  well  kfiown  the 
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prqiidice  or  vanity  will  Bometimes  weigh  down  persons,  and  actions,  and 
qualities  in  our  estimatjon,  that  were  reallj  fiu-  above  our  own,  bo  as  to 
malie  tie  triumph  where  he  had  more  rcuon  to  be  mortified :  and  witty 
bnrksqnes  of  the  noblest  perfonnaucea  have,  in  the  eyes  of  many  people, 
carried  off  all  the  admiration  belonging  to  them ;  or  if  this  does  not  happen, 
one  may  laugh  heartily  at  Virgil  treveetie,  without  either  despising  Cotton, 
or  abatino'  one's  admiration  of  Virgil.  The  toucbatone  of  ridicule  was 
probably  mtroduced  into  the  present  century  by  miH-nting  my  Lord  Shaftea- 
bury,  whom  I  should  understand  to  recommend  ridicule,  not  so  much  as  a 
means  of  making  diicoveriee  yourself,  as  of  prevailing  upon  oQier  people, 
and  a  surer  method  of  eradicating  popular  delusions  than  persecution: 
agreeably  with  what  Honce  had  laid  down  long  before,  Tliat  humour  for 
the  most  part  cuts  short  great  disputes  more  efiectually  and  better  than 
acrimony;  yet  both  are  an  address  to  the  passions,  not  to  the  under- 
standing. 

If  there  be  a  particular  fibre  exciting  joy  in  the  mind,  it  never  begins  to 
play  until  pot  in  motion  by  some  of  those  exhibiting  our  other  ideas  of  re* 
flection ;  and  may  be  brought  gradually  to  connect  with  any  of  them  upon 
successive  alterations  in  our  texture,  made  by  their  working  in  among  one 
another  until  they  come  into  contact  with  it :  by  which  process  I  conceive 
translation  effected,  the  pleasurable  object  drawing  in  the  means  of  attain- 
ing it,  until  in  time  they  touch  the  joy-exciting  spring,  and  then,  slipping 
from  between  the  means,  become  immediately  pleaanr^le  in  themselves. — 
However  this  be,  nobody  can  doubt  that  different  objects  give  joy  in  the 
reflection  to  diflerent  persons,  and  are  made  to  do  so  by  education,  exam- 
ple, custom,  and  other  external  causes :  nor  that  they  may  successively 
change  their  quality  in  the  same  person,  for  he  that  waa  fond  of  pleasures 
may  now  become  fond  of  gain,  and  afterwards  prefer  honour  iocomparaUy 
before  both. 

5.  Hie  sense  of  honour,  and  calm  but  soothing  joy,  springing  from  self- 
approbation,  or  the  conBciousness  of  rectitude  in  our  proceedings,  is  perhaps 
the  most  useful  and  valuable  acquisition  of  mind  we  can  make :  without  a 
competent  share  of  this  appetite,  our  life  would  pass  insipid,  our  conduct 
resemble  that  of  brutes  ;  we  should  not  act  as  members  of  society,  though 
living  in  it,  but  could  be  kept  in  order  only  by  dread  of  puniEhment.  nor 
ever  become  qualified  for  liberty.  It  is  this  makes  the  greatest  part  of  our 
enjoyment,  for  pleasures  foil  rarely  in  our  way;  and  if  we  follow  them 
closely,  quickly  satiate  and  become  insipid,  and  use  will  not  supply  ua  with 
constant  employment,  for  we  cannot  always  find  opportunities  of  pursuing 
our  advantages;  and  when  we  do,  though  the  view  of  benefit  may  put  ua 
upon  the  task,  yet  the  reflection  of  acting  right  carries  us  through  Uie  se- 
veral steps  for  completing  it.  The  tradesmaa  and  mechanic,  driven  into 
their  professions  for  a  livelihood,  nevertheless  are  actuated  therein  as  much 
by  a  regard  to  tbeir  credit  and  the  commendableneas  of  industry,  as  by  a 
thought  of  the  profit  they  are  making ;  or,  if  they  want  these  motives,  pre- 
sently grow  idle,  and  neglect  their  bnaineaa. 

The  enjoyment  distilling  from  this  source  ia  sure  and  sincere,  unmingled 
with  dregs  and  unproductive  of  fiiture  inconvenience :  for  disappointment 
works  no  diange  in  the  colour  of  our  actions,  and  involuntary  mistake  leaves 
no  regret  behind,  but  brings  a  healing  salve,  in  the  circumstance  of  it*  being 
involontary,  for  the  hurts  it  may  lead  into.  Neither  is  it  liable  to  be  stoppM 
by  accidents,  because  depending  wholly  upon  ouraelve*,  not  upon  externals  as 
pleasure  and  profit  do  ;  nor  to  be  dried  up  by  sickness  or  age,  for  tht  di 
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eased  and  inEnn  itill  have  sMoething  to  do  in  bewring  and  euing  tbeir 
burdens,  and  even  seasons  of  ntter  inabilitT  leave  room  for  the  comfortaUe 
retroq>ect  of  a  former  conduct.  Therefore  it  is  well  worth  our  while  to 
cultivate  an  habitual  taste  for  this  pleasure,  whidi  will  never  fail  nor  deceive 
OB.  The  stoical  doctrine  was  so  hr  right,  as  that  if  a  man  could  always 
have  his  judgment  clear  and  his  ioclioation  strongly  set  apon  fotlowmg  it 
invariably,  he  would  always  be  happy. 

Tliis  habit  supplies  the  deficiency  of  our  views,  and  conducts  to  manv 
benefits  we  know  nothing  of :  for  had  we  always  a  dear  ineight  into  the 
whole  result  of  our  measures,  and  a  lively  present  appreheueion  of  the 
pleasures  to  be  compassed  by  them,  we  shoidd  want  noUiing  more  either  to 
direct  us  in  the  choice,  or  qiucken  our  alacrity  in  pursuit  of  them.  There- 
fore I  have  hinted  in  a  former  place,  that  it  is  possible  the  perfect  spirits  of 
the  invisible  world  may  have  no  virtues  belonging  to  tbem  because  needing 
none :  for  if  their  intelligence  be  so  extensive  as  to  reach  all  the  minutest 
consequences  of  every  action  offering  to  their  choice,  and  their  judgment 
eo  just  as  that  distant  enjoyment  weighs  equally  with  the  present,  they 
will  cmistantly  pursue  the  roud  of  happiness  without  any  otlur  motive  to 
Inflnence  them.  To  call  off  tbeir  attoktion  to  any  rule  of  rectitude  would 
be,  if  not  doing  a  disservice,  at  least  superfluous  :  for  they  will  always  do 
what  is  right  for  the  apparent  benefit  of  it,  without  other  liark  to  direct 
their  dioice,  or  spur  of  self-^probation  to  ui^  on  their  activity. 

But  tluB  manner  of  procedure  I  conceive  is  not  virtue,  for  I  can  agree 
ratce  more  with  the  Stoics  in  laying  down,  that  virtue  loses  her  essence  un- 
kas  embraced  purely  for  her  own  sake  upon  account  of  her  beauty,  in  i^pre- 
hennon  of  her  being  a  good  in  herself  without  reference  to  pleasure  or 
profit,  or  any  other  object  beyond  the  very  act  of  perfonnance.  Many 
things  may  be  right  wherein  die  has  no  furthei'  concm  than  to  see  they  are 
innocent,  and  not  contrary  to  her  interests :  if  a  man  leaves  a  shop,  be- 
cause he  has  found  another  where  he  can  be  supplied  with  better  wares ;  if 
he  relieves  the  honest  necessitous  poor  in  a  borough,  to  serve  bis  interests 
by  the  owlit  of  it  at  an  ensuing  dection,  he  certainly  does  right,  but  it  is 
no  virtue,  because  Dot  done  upon  a  motive  of  rectitude. 

But  how  spacious  a  range  of  understanding  soever  there  may  be  in  the 
other  world,  we  are  certain  it  lies  confined  within  a  very  narrow  compass 
in  this  ;  we  do  not  always  know  what  will  be  wanted  for  our  pleasures,  so 
are  forced  to  be  taught  a  desire  of  profit,  which  urges  to  lay  in  a  stock 
of  nsrfnl  things,  without  discerning  what  particular  pleasntea  they  will 
yidd.  And  our  uses  often  lie  so  remote,  and  require  such  a  long  train  of 
varions  preparations  to  provide  for  them,  that  we  very  rarely  know  which 
way  to  torn  oursdves,  so  as  shaU  prove  most  advantageous  to  our  interest*. 
All  that  can  be  done  is  to  form  ntles  upononrown  experience,  or  take  them 
from  the  experience  of  others  ;  and  having  gotten  a  fall  confidence  in  our 
rules,  to  follow  them  npou  a  general  persuasion  of  their  rectitude,  without 
knowing  or  without  seeing  why  they  were  right :  or  if  they  clash,  to  deter- 
mine the  preference  between  tiiem  by  an  intuitive  view  of  their  respective 
beauty  and  rectitude  ;  intuitive  not  of  their  easence  and  natnre,  but  of  the 
records  inqtressed  in  onr  mind,  which  may  possibly  have  been  folaified, 
yet  are  the  only  guide  we  have ;  whom  if  we  neglect,  we  shall  never  work 
ont  other  advantages  than  those  lying  from  time  to  time  just  before  our  feet. 

And  where  we  do  discon  our  distant  pleasures  and  uses  most  plainly, 

vet  (he  rust  of  indolence  is  ^t  to  hinder  the  balance  from  taming  with 
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them,  or  come  present  desire  magnified  b]'  the  nearness  of  its  object,  to 
Mitweigfa  them  ;  so  that  if  there  be  any  tronble  or  self-denial  lying  acron 
the  way,  we  cannot  porsue  them.  For  it  has  been  found  upon  exaoiina- 
tioD  of  human  nature  in  the  first  volome,  that  present  satisfaction  is  the 
motive  which  constantly  influences  as  in  all  our  actions ;  and  that  distant 
good  never  moves  ns  unless  there  be  an  appetite  urging  towards  it,  whose 
present  gretificatioD,  or  uneasiness  upon  being  thwarted,  is  strong  enouga 
to  counterpoise  every  other  desire.  So  we  must  be  bribed  to  work  out 
future  advantages  by  satisfaction  continually  given  in  hand  during  the  pur- 
suit of  them. 

Now  the  charms  of  rectitude  and  sweets  of  s^-approbation,  in  proportion 
to  the  sensibility  we  have  of  them,  will  best  supply  this  continual  satisfaction ; 
profit  and  other  inclinations  may  aflbrd  it  copiously  enough  sometimes,  but 
then  they  flow  unequally  by  uncertain  tides,  otiiy  when  opportunity  serves, 
or  die  humour  sets  in  stnnigly ;  and  often  stir  up  an  activity  worse  than 
indolence,  as  leading  into  cruel  disappointmeata,  and  grievous  mischief. 
Whereas  the  satisfoction  springing  from  a  conscientiousuess  of  well-doing 
flows  with  an  even,  unintemipted  motion,  checks  the  exorbitances  and 
wanderings  of  other  dearea,  and  when  rising  in  any  competent  degree, 
renders  the  conduct  uniform,  regnlar,  prudent,  profit^ile  to  the  practiser, 
and  beneficial  wherever  else  there  is  room  to  be  so. 

Not  but  this  stream  has  its  tides  too,  nerertheleas  they  do  not  depend 
upon  the  wind  and  weather  of  humour  and  accidental  allurements,  but 
upon  the  occasion  requiring  more  vigorous  effiirts,  upon  the  load  of  ob- 
struction to  be  removed  by  them,  and  when  rising  high  are  capable  of 
removing  mountains.  For  experience  testifies,  that  a  sense  tif  honour  and 
the  con&rts  of  a  good  conscience  have  carried  men  through  toils  and 
labours,  self-denials  and  dangers  j  supported  them  under  misfortunes, 
afflictions,  and  distresses ;  enabled  them  to  bear  hunger  and  thirst,  pain 
and  poverty,  dis^ipointment  and  injury,  oppression  and  slavery :  to  sacri- 
fice liffe  itself  with  its  most  favourite  advantages ;  and  to  perform  wondoa 
cme  coold  acanie  >have  thought  possible  to  human  nature.  This  principle, 
thoogfa  valuable  in  all,  yet  more  especially  deserves  cultrvation  in  persona 
mt  Iwge  abilities  and  bi^  stations,  to  set  them  above  private  interest 
and  vulgar  passions,  to  maks  their  talents  estaisively  usefid,  nor  can  any 
great  work,  affecting  the  interest  of  multitudes,  be  achieved  without  it. 

e.  Bat  there  is  a  false  honour,  the  object  of  a  depraved  appetite,  almost 
as  peniicions  as  the  other  is  beneficial ;  1  say  almost,  because  like  other 
evils  it  many  times  by  chance  brings  furtb  excellent  fruits,  whereas  the 
genuine  ne:ver  did  hurt  to  the  owner,  and  very  rarely  to  anybody  else,  nor 
mdess  misguided  by  unavoidable  mistake.  Now,  in  order  to  know  them 
apart,  Vt  us  observe  that  natural  appetite  in  its  perfect  state  pronqits  only 
to  wholesome  foods :  bat  when  depraved,  hankers  after  such  as  are  un- 
wholesome and  frothy,  which  hurt  the  constitution,  or  at  least  afford  no 
nourishment.  In  like  manner  it  has  been  found  among  our  former  inqui- 
ries, that  honour  grows  from  use,  as  that  doea  from  pleasure,  and  is  there 
most  deservedly  belonging  where  it  may  be  most  nseftilly  ^plied.  Bat  it 
cannot  be  usefully  applied  unless  the  object  whereon  it  fixes  be  useful,  that 
is,  productive  of  happiness  :  with  this  only  difierence  between  the  natural 
and  moral  appetites,  that  the  former  excite  to  onr  own  sustenance  alone, 
whereas  the  latter  extend  to  things  that  promota  hi^ineas  anywbcie.  And 
tha  reason  of  the  difference  is  obvious,  bnanse  the  victuals  eaten  by  another 
can  contribute  nothing  towards  nourishing  me,  but  the  Attribute  of  Equity 
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iiuum  me  ft  pn^rtionable  shore  in  all  the  eDJmrment  I  can  procure  for 
another. 

Yet  though  the  object  be  nsefal,  the  appetite  may  not  always  be  so  ;  if 
Immoderate,  or  needle«a,  or  ill-timed.  «o  as  to  ipend  itaelf  in  idle  refiec- 
tions  when  it  ought  to  be  ^nuring  on  to  action  :  in  all  thete  cases,  whether 
of  being  tamed  upon  wrong  objects,  or  wrongfidly  applied,  it  d^;eneratea 
into  vanity.  For  if  honour  prompt  to  thinga  mJKhievoaa  or  trifling,  to 
revenge,  to  contention,  to  potling  down  a  rival,  to  contempt  of  application 
dud  industry,  or  to  finery,  to  fentastic  airs,  to  skill  in  divertiDg  tricks  or 
hanoless  pUjs,  it  is  misplaced ;  if  it  so  engross  the  man  as  that  he  cannot 
stoop  to  common  bosineas,  nor  do  anything  unices  for  the  sake  of  shining, 
it  is  immoderate;  if  upon  having  luefully  spurred  on  the  leaiaier  to  acquire 
valuable  v^complishments,  it  still  continues  to  stimulate  after  tiiey  are  be- 
come habitual  and  easy,  and  he  can  go  on  currently  without  a  spur,  it  is 
needless ;  and  if  it  amuse  him  with  the  retrospect  of  what  ha*  been  bravely 
done,  while  there  is  woric  lying  at  hand  that  wants  further  dispatch,  it  is 
in-timed  and  DnBeasonable :  in  all  which  instances  it  is  the  working  of  a 
vitiated  and  depraved  habit. 

7.  There  is  scarce  anything  harder  in  the  whole  science  of  hnman  nature 
and  morality  than  to  settle  the  proper  point  of  honour,  or  to  draw  the  exact 
line  separating  the  true  from  the  false.  I  find  the  diJHculty  rise  upon  me 
the  further  J  enter  into  my  subject ;  for  while  ne  kei,i  in  generals  it  was 
easy  to  see  that  honour  is  there  most  deservedly  placed,  where  it  will  be 
most  useful ;  and  that  a  just  sen^ment  of  it  will  incline  the  possessor  always 
to  pursue  what  is  right  in  preference  to  present  pleasure,  or  ease,  or  profit, 
or  allurement  of  any  passion  whatever ;  but  when  we  come  to  particularize 
the  points  whereto  this  sentiment  ought  to  direct,  it  seems  as  irapossible  a 
task,  as  that  mentioned  in  the  fable  of  making  a  suit  of  clothes  to  fit  the 
moon,  who  changes  her  shape  every  night.  For  honour  bearing  a  reference 
to  use  most  necessarily  correspond  with  the  variations  found  in  that;  but 
the  professions  and  stations  of  men  are  so  various,  that  whatever  course  of 
conduct  yon  fix  upon  as  most  laudable  for  one,  will  be  found  of  little  avail 
for  the  next. 

The  soldier  places  his  point  of  honour  in  fidelity  and  contempt  of  danger, 
and  he  does  right,  because  these  qualities  render  him  serviceable  in  his  pro- 
fessiou ;  the  merchant  has  no  personal  dangers  to  encounter,  nor  command 
of  his  prince  to  execute,  so  he  may  be  cowardly  and  grumble  at  public 
measures  without  much  inconvenience,  but  he  values  himoelf  upon  punctu- 
ality in  his  payments,  and  acquitting  himself  skilfully  of  his  commissions  : 
the  common  labourer  has  no  payments  to  moke  nor  correspondents  to  satisfy, 
•o  it  ii  best  that  he  should  'ralue  himself  upon  doing  the  work  well  he 
is  hired  to,  without  loitering  or  purloining  anything.  Perhaps  there  are  none 
utterly  destitute  of  a  sentiment  of  honour,  which  u  so  misplaced  as  to  prove 
detrimental  to  them,  may  yet  have  been  highly  beneficial  to  persons  in  a 
dificrent  situation  from  whom  they  copied  it.  So  I  shall  not  undertake  to 
canvass  this  ddicate  subject  completely,  as  being  past  my  skill,  but  only  to 
gather  soch  obaervationB  and  explanations  occurring  to  me,  as  jn^  help  to 
give  us  a  little  insight  into  the  nature  of  it,  yet  without  confidence  of  their 
being  always  exactly  just :  and  to  form  some  roles  of  detnmining  our  judg- 
ment, which  nevertheless  admit  of  large  exceptions,  according  to  the  parti- 
cular cases  whereto  they  may  be  applied.' 

8.  Honour  first  rises  out  of  use  in  our  early  childhood,  by  means  of  that 
advantage  found  in  the  help  and  encouragement  given  by  pen>ous  abotit 
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ns  Recording  to  oar  bebBvioar,  until  baving  ran  frequently  in  that  track  it 
becomes  translated  to  the  behaviour  itaelf ;  so  that  children  can  wpluid  or 
take  diame  to  themaelves  in  Kcret  for  things  they  do  not  apprtliend  will 
ever  be  known  :  and  thns  I  conceive  the  appetite  giving  self-complacence 
or  cotDpQDction  generated.  As  they  grow  ap,  they  cannot  long  foil  at 
observing  that  ridies,  title,  nmk,  tnagmficence,  bodily  advantages,  natural 
talents  m  the  mind,  and  improvements  made  from  ather,  are  esteemed 
■ubjects  of  admiration  and  ai^nse ;  whence  by  the  like  progress  as  before, 
they  learn  a  self-approbation  in  whatever  of  these  they  possess,  and  in  any 
advances  made  towards  them.  In  process  of  time  they  find,  or  are  told, 
if  they  have  luck  to  fall  under  good  guidance,  that  the  possesion  of  these 
things  is  for  the  most  part  wholly  and  always  partly  owing  to  fortune,  upnk 
whom  their  self-approbation  has  no  effect  to  make  it  better  or  worse: 
which  therefore  deservedly  belong*  only  to  their  own  actions,  and  the  aen- 
timents  oi  mind  that  may  influence  them  aright  in  the  application  of  sudi 
powers  and  opportunities  as  foil  to  their  lot. 

By  further  observation  or  instruction  they  leara  that  applanse  is  some* 
times  diversely  and  contnkrily  bestowed,  that  the  objects  cif  common  admi- 
ration have  not  always  that  efficacy  to  insure  happiness  as  imagined,  and  that 
the  pursuit  of  them  often  leads  into  inconveniences  greater  than  their  value 
when  attained.  This  puts  them  upon  judging  for  themadves  upon  the 
value  of  things  independently  on  the  general  estimation :  but  finding  that 
passion  or  secret  propensities  are  apt  to  warp  the  judgment,  or  prevent  its 
influence  upon  the  conduct  when  dearest,  they  most  perceive  that  an  nn- 
biassed  judgment,  and  a  ready  disposition  to  act  in  pursuance  of  it,  are  the 
beet  acqubitions  they  can  make :  because  in  proportion  as  they  can  attain 
these,  all  other  good  things  attainable  will  follow  of  course.  Thus  the  Beat 
of  true  honour  hes  wholly  in  our  own  sentiments  and  actions,  and  the  fruits 
of  it  are  that  self-approlnition  and  complacence  of  mind  arising  from  the 
consciousness  of  having  judged  impartially  upon  the  beet  lights  the  occasion 
would  afford,  and  conducted  ourselves  a«x)rdingly  without  foilure  or  devia* 
tion.  Tlie  judgment  may  err,  but  this  makes  no  alteration  in  the  state  of 
mind :  passion  and  prejudice  will  often  slip  in  unawares  to  mislead  ns,  but 
can  never  do  it  so  privatdy,  as  to  escape  the  coasciouanees  of  something 
passing  amiss,  which  then  changes  the  complacence  into  compunction. 

But  when  1  place  the  essence  of  the  Honestum,  or  laudable,  soldy  in  the 
rectitude  of  our  sentiments  or  measures,  as  the  proper  ground  of  self-ap- 
probation, without  regard  to  the  success,  or  to  externals,  or  other  people's 
estimation,  I  must  subjoin  a  caution  or  two,  to  prevent  my  being  misap- 
prehended as  ^ving  in  to  the  stoical  extravagancies,  fust,  let  ns  call  to 
mind  that  there  are  other  complacencies  besides, that  of  self-approbation : 
if  a  man  be  hungry  on  a  journey,  and  find  a  commodious  inn,  he  feels  a 
complacence  in  the  sight  of  it :  so  he  does  in  the  preparations  making  by 
the  people  of  the  house  for  his  dinner,  in  possession  of  the  victuals  when 
brought  upon  the  table,  in  carving  and  eating  them  :  hut  here  is  no  self- 
applause  in  all  this.  Or  if  he  were  in  pursuit  of  some  particular  prefer- 
ment, and  is  told  the  minister  in  whose  disposal  it  lies  has  received  a  very 
advantageous  character  of  him,  I  suppose  he  vrill  find  the  news  very  com- 
placent to  his  hearing :  and  so  it  may  well  be,  without  making  him  think 
the  higher  of  his  merits  for  what  his  friend  has  said,  or  his  patron  believed 
of  them.  In  like  manner  there  is  a  complacence  in  the  poeeession  of  es- 
tate, rank,  credit,  reputation,  sagacity,  learning,  and  the  advances  making 
towards  them :  and  this  complacence  is  no  blemi^  in  the  character,  for 


by  Google 


VANITY.  135 

happinesi  'a  the  proper  business  of  life,  and  every  innocent  pleasure  or  gra- 
tifieatiiin  of  desire  is  so  much  accession  to  happiness  i  yet  are  they  no  sub- 
jects of  self-applause,  nor  need  a  man  value  himgelf  upon  being  happy  or 
having  the  means  of  enjoyment  in  his  power ;  fcH-  the  complacence  of  self- 
approbation  is  a  distinct  specie*  from  that  arising  firom  pleasure  or  profit, 
and  if  engrafted  upon  them,  will  d^enerate  into  arrant  vanity.  So  a  man 
may  justifiably  rejoice  in  externals,  or  whatever  is  the  subject  of  genera] 
estimation,  and  pursue  them,  so  he  does  it  consistently  with  the  roles  of 
prudence  and  moderation,  as  things  pleasurable  or  nseful,  not  as  laudable. 

The  next  caution  I  would  throw  in  is,  that,  by  drawing  our  complacence 
solely  from  our  own  judgment  and  adherence  thereto,  I  be  not  understood 
to  require  an  utter  contempt  of  the  practices  and  opinions  of  the  world,  for 
this  would  rather  encourage  vanity  than  avoid  it ;  the  observation  of  what 
others  tbink  and  do,  is  one  necessary  means  of  informing  our  own.  Judg- 
ment, and,  in  mattere  of  form  and  ceremony,  that  ia  commonly  right  which 
is  most  generally  received :  the  judgment  of  others  may  justly  give  a  sanc- 
tion to  oar  own,  or  even  direct  it  where  we  have  no  better  lights,  yet  still 
it  OQ^t  to  operate  by  way  of  convit^on  or  information,  not  of  impnlse,  like 
a  torrent  driving  ue  before  it.  He  that  has  not  constancy  to  withstand  the 
Mrcam  of  custom  when  his  clear  judgment  directs  the  contrary  way,  or  has 
not  compliance  enough  to  give  ap  any  fond  humour  of  his  own  for  the 
genera]  convenience,  will  never  persevere  steadily  in  a  laudable  course, 
bending  with  the  solid  banks,  but  forcing  the  crowded  reeds  to  bend  under 
it.  What  are  the  exact  measures  both  of  constancy  and  compliance  lies 
beyond  my  skill  to  ascertain,  and  perhaps  anybody's  else:  it  is  enough  to 
give  warning  that  there  are  extremes  on  both  sides ;  let  every  man  use  his 
best  care  and  discretion  to  avoid  them. 

Nor  yel  would  I  prefer  what  its  Bpedans  in  theory  to  what  is  feasible  in 
practice,  or  insist  upon  a  greater  refinement  of  rectitude  than  the  parties 
to  whom  it  is  recommended  can  hear.  Mankind  roust  be  treated  in  a 
manner  initable  to  their  respective  conetitntions  of  mind :  if  you  coold 
entirely  take  off  their  admiration  from  the  objects  which  ordinarily  excite  it, 
you  would  hardly  succeed  in  plarang  it  upon  better ;  so  you  would  only 
deprive  them  of  tiiose  incitements  which  stimulate  them  to  industry  in  their 
professions,  and  that  veneration  for  high  station  which  helps  not  a  little 
to  keep  them  in  order :  therefore  no  more  can  be  discreetly  attempted,  than 
to  bring  the  mind,  gently  by  practicable  degrees  to  look  inwards,  and  seek 
for  complacence  in  her  own  motions,  turning  it  off  from  externals  in  pro- 
portion as  it  can  be  found  in  these.  Neither  would  I  be  so  rigid  aa  abso- 
lutely to  condemn  all  self-valuation  upon  the  gifts  of  nature,  or  fortune,  or 
the  improvements  made  upon  either ;  for  custom,  sympathy,  and  the  daily 
language  of  all  we  meet  with,  draws  so  continually  this  way,  that  it  may 
be  impossible  wholly  to  avoid  t :  but  then  this  spice  of  vanity,  though  ex- 
cusable from,  ikatuial  infinnity,  is  not  commendable,  but  ought  to  be  care- 
fully watched  over,  to  receive  no  willing  encouragement  at  any  time,  and  . 
be  diminished  aa  &et  as  possible  by  taking  all  occasions  of  inuring  ourselves 
to  examine  the  rectitude  of  our  proceedings.  For  rectitude  is  not  so  des- 
titute of  charms,  but  that  she  would  captivate  many  more  hearts  if  she 
were  attentively  more  looked  upon:  and  men  would  mudi  oftener  act  rightly, 
if  they  would  l*ke  the  trouble  of  reflecting  oftener  whether  they  do  right 
or  wrong. 

9.  Vanity  in'  all  species  of  it  consists  in  a  comparison  of  ourselves  either 
with  particular  persons  or  the  common  rim  of  mankind,  or  sometimes  with 
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other  creatnrei  and  even  inanimate  Beings :  for  when  the  hnmonr  takea  we 
can  valne  ournelves  upon  the  privileges  of  human  nature,  Rssiuningthe  title 
of  imperiEil  man.  Lord  of  the  creation ;  end  is  etirred  np  by  the  sight  of  any- 
thing luperior  or  inferior  to  what  we  have  onrselTes,  prompting  to  emulate 
the  one  or  despise  the  other.  Bat  the  tme  sense  of  honom  respects  only 
the  laudablenesa  of  the  deed,  without  reference  to  what  i«  done  better  or 
worse  by  another :  for  bis  acting  rightly  takes  nothing  from  our  rectitude, 
nor  can  his  biling  excuse  our  own.  ^erefbre  the  virtnoos  man  is  never 
better  pleased  tima  when  he  sees  examples  of  virtue  around  him ;  for  his 
benevolence  makes  him  rgoice  to  find  so  many  participate  in  that  which  he 
esteems  the  most  plentifiil  source  of  happiness:  on  the  other  hand,  the  vwn 
man  rests  supremely  satis&ed  while  shining  among  his  inferiors,  hut  if  a 
competitor  arises  to  edipee  him,  he  is  instantly  mortified.  The  terms  Ex- 
cellent.  Noble,  Exalted,  IVaoscendent,  Incomparable,  and  the  like,  usually 
employed  in  discoursiug  on  things  laudable,  may  make  it  imagined,  that  aU 
honour  subsiits  by  comparison,  if  we  do  not  reflect  that  complacence  of 
every  kind  may  spring  from  contemplation  of  a  siagle  object,  without  pros- 
pect of  any  otber  to  compare  with  It. 

A  man  with  a  good  appetite  may  rq(»ce  in  his  vietuale  without  thinking 
how  much  better  they  are  than  bread  and  dieeae,  or  take  pleasure  in  receiv- 
ing the  present  of  a  bank  note  without  staying  to  compute  how  many  times 
it  iB  more  valuable  than  a  shilling,  or  delight  in  the  conveniences  of  a  house 
that  he  has  taken,  though  he  does  not  reflect  how  much  he  should  miss  them 
if  obliged  to  remove  into  the  next  cobbler's  stall :  so  the  consciousness  of 
having  acted  right  in  any  instance,  may  yield  its  full  complacence  to  him 
that  has  a  taste  tor  pleasure  of  this  kind,  though  he  never  thinks  of  what 
would  have  happened  if  he  had  acted  wrong.  1  know  very  well  that  com- 
parison often  enhances  our  pleasures,  and  as  there  is  more  joy  in  Heaven 
over  one  sinner  that  repenteth  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  persans  who 
need  no  repentance,  so  the  sinner  himself  may  feel  an  additional  joy  in  con- 
teroplation  of  the  wretchedness  from  which  he  has  obtained  deliverance  : 
and  I  acknowledge  that  the  complacence  in  well-doing  will  be  greater  in 

Eroportion  to  the  pains,  the  dangers,  the  difficulties,  the  temptations  a  mm 
as  surmounted  in  performing  it.  But  the  latter  case  is  not  a  comparison, 
any  more  than  the  music  of  a  concert,  because  exceeding  that  of  a  single 
flageolet ;  and  in  the  former  it  does  not  constitute'the  essence  of  the  pleasure 
found  in  self-approbation ;  it  only  makes  an  accession  from  another  fund, 
for  what  I  did  right  to-day  is  equally  so,  whether  I  did  right  or  wrong 
yesterday. 

But  wherever  the  complacence  of  an  action  arises  wholly  from  the  con- 
trast, and  would  be  lost  if  a  different  object  were  set  together  in  prospect, 
it  is  certainly  a  spce  of  vani^ :  nor  can  justly  be  called  a  self- approbation, 
became  resting  upon  two  bases,  the  performance  of  another  person  equally 
with  our  own.  Yet  it  may  be  said  that  rectitude  directs  to  the  more 
excellent  performances  in  preference  to  the  less,  which  nevertheless  might 
have  been  commendable  if  tjte  others  had  not  come  into  competition ;  a 
man  may  refct  satisfied  in  the  prudent  management  of  his  own  affaire  while 
he  has  nothing  better  to  do,  but  if  some  public  service  interferes  which 
cannot  go  on  without  his  helping  hand,  it  would  become  wrong  and  blame- 
able  to  keep  still  immersed  among  his  private  concerns :  so  Jhat  comparison 
seems  here  to  determine  the  essence  of  laudablenese. 

But  when  we  consider  the  matter  attentively,  we  shall  find  the  less  ex- 
cellent loses  nothing  of  its  value  upon  opportunity  offered  of  the  greater. 
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but  because  we  cannot  do  both,  the  amiasioa  (rf  the  former  oatweiglis  in 
tb«  scale  of  rectitude,  and  the  latter  ia  not  a  wbit  the  more  laudable  for  the 
other  being  in  oar  power.  The  caae  ia  the  nme  in  matters  of  profit  j 
irhere  a  man  may  pick  up  a  gninea  or  a  thilling  bnt  cannot  got  botlu  I 
Bnppoae  he  will  take  the  gold:  aot  that  the  shilling  is  worth  a  farthing  the 
less,  or  the  guinea  the  more  for  lying  by  one  another,  bat  because  by  taking 
op  one  he  must  mies  the  other.  Whereas  the  noblest  Bction  weighs  nothing 
in  the  scale  of  vanity,  unless  the  multitude  or  some  particular  person  Iw 
supposed  incapable  of  equalling  it.  Beaides  that  rectitude  has  nothing  to 
do  with  comparison,  unless  where  there  is  a  choice  of  different  actions,  and 
then  it  compares  between  things  and  not  persons ;  judging  of  the  excellence 
upon  what  the  perfbnaer  bimself  miglit  bave  done,  not  upon  what  anybody 
ebe  can  do  better  or  worse  than  him :  which  makea  another  remarkable 
difference  between  it  and  vanity. 

But  ii  not  the  sense  of  honour,  when  in  its  moat  perfect  state,  roused  by 
the  sight  of  excellence  in  others?  does  it  not  powcrfoUy  stimulate  to  the 
imitation  of  noble  examples  7  will  it  not  raise  an  ardent  desire  and  eager 
wish  to  copy  the  brightest  patterns  of  virtue,  even  when  it  has  no  hopes  of 
ever  being  able  to  equal  them?  All  this  I  can  very  reaxiily  allow,  and  the 
more  readily  because  I  look  upon  it  aa  tbe  surest  sign  of  the  ^petite  being 
genuine  and  vigorous:  bnt  this  does  not  amount  to  a  comparison  of  peraons, 
as  we  may  perceive  by  examining  the  similar  motions  of  other  desires. 
An  empty  stomach  may  lie  quiet  withont  giving  disturbance  while  there  is 
nothing  in  prospect  to  set  it  a  craving,  but  the  sight  of  company  sitting 
down  before  a  plentifnl  meal  will  presently  make  the  mouth  water  to  be 
doing  the  like ;  the  more  heartily  they  feed,  the  better  they  seem  to  enjoy 
their  repast,  the  greater  will  be  ^e  longing :  yet  the  deaire  here  fixes  solely 
upon  their  victuals,  nor  has  anything  to  do  with  the  persons ;  for  if  the 
hungry  spectator  be  admitted  to  sit  down  among  them,  and  find  enon^ 
for  all,  he  will  not  care  how  many  others  partake  with  him,  nor  how  fidly 
they  share  in  the  enjoyment.  If  a  traveller  on  foot  almost  wearied  down 
be  overtaken  by  a  carriage,  I  suppose  he  may  wish  to  have  a  lift,  and  if  he 
can  obtain  one,  will  rgoice  in  his  eaay  situation :  how  many  people  soever 
there  be  in  the  vehide,  it  makea  his  seat  never  the  worse,  provided  there  be 
good  room  for  him;  nor  tbe  better  that  he  paasea  by  hundreds  of  travelletB 
still  on  foot :  and  d  be  have  any  thought  of  superioritgr  over  them,  this  is 
no  gratification  of  the  natural  appetite  for  ease,  which  makes  riding  plea- 
sant, but  an  impulse  of  vanity. 

So  when  a  laudable  example  stirs  up  an  impatience  to  do  the  like,  or 
makes  a  man  ashamed  of  himself  for  foiling  short  of  it,  if  his  appetite  be 
set  right,  it  is  the  thing  done,  not  the  party  doing,  with  which  be  draws 
the  comparison :  for  if  he  can  once  upon  trial  succeed  in  the  performance, 
he  has  his  desire,  no  matter  how  many  others  make  the  trial  too,  nor  how 
they  acquit  themselves ;  their  succee^g  throws  no  obstacle  against  his 
success,  nor  does  their  disappointment  promote  it. 

10.  Therefore  the  desire  of  excelling  is  not  the  same  with  the  denre  of 
excellence ;  the  distinction  between  them  is  pretty  nice  and  commonly 
overlooked,  but  there  is  a  just  and  real  one,  and  very  material  to  be  well 
studied,  becauseby  this  touchstone  we  may  try  the  gennineneas  of  OUT  moral 
sense.  Men  are  forward  enough  to  aspire  at  things  great  and  noble  ;  bnt 
then  it  is  generally,  whether  they  know  it  or  no,  only  to  give  them  an 
eminence  and  superiority  above  others,  which  is  as  well  answered  by  the 
depresBure  of  everything  else  above  them,  as  by  tbeir  own  advancement . 
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and  have  bo  litde  value  for  the  heists  thej  aspire  to,  that  they  could  be 
faUj  contented  to  stand  where  they  are,  provided  they  conld  be  assured 
that  nobody  else  would  ever  come  np  to  them. 

Bnt  he  that  detdres  excellence  can  taJie  nothing  in  compensation  for 
want  of  it :  to  see  others  deprived  of  it  affords  him  no  gratificatioiiB,  nor 
will  his  complacence  in  the  attainment  be  abated  by  their  partaldng  with 
him ;  for  he  regards  the  intrinBic  value  of  the  pt^ssession,  witbont  looking 
onward  to  other  objects  from  whence  it  may  draw  a  valae  by  comparison, 
like  soldier  may  find  a  complete  satia&ction  in  the  consdonsness  of  having 
done  bis  dnty  in  the  times  of  danger,  the  magistrate  in  the  upiiehtneas  of 
his  jndgmente,  the  physician  in  bis  cares  for  the  diseased,  the  tradesman  in 
his  honest  industry,  every  private  man  in  the  sincerity  of  his  dealings, 
although  be  should  believe  there  are  thousands  beside  who  have  the  same 
fond  of  complacence.  But  when  once  he  begina  to  say  with  himself. 
Nobody  is  so  csreftil  of  his  conduct  as  I,  or  to  make  an  amusement  of 
pitying  the  thonghtless  multitude  around,  be  is  drawing  within  the  magic 
circle  of  vanity :  for  genuine  pity  always  carries  a  degree  of  uneasiness, 
therefore  whenever  we  feel  a  joy  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  may  be  sore  it  is 
spurious  and  hypocritical. 

Not  that  J  mean  to  condemn  ell  observation  of  other  people's  conduct, 
nor  compare  them  together  or  with  ourselves,  in  order  to  excite  our  ahbor- 
retice  of  what  is  bad  and  whet  our  appetite  for  what  is  good,  for  we  may 
profit  more  this  way  than  by  confining  our  thoughts  solely  to  our  own 
specolatians,  upon  the  same  grounds  that  make  example  more  prevalent 
,  than  precept,  becuise  what  we  see  before  our  eyes  strikes  a  stronger  idea 
upon  the  imagination,  than  any  we  can  raise  by  ourselves :  but  when  we 
have  once  gotten  our  full  idea  we  have  done  with  the  archetype,  the  benefit 
accruing  therefrom  being  by  information  for  our  future  conduct,  not  b/ 
increase  of  complacence  in  our  present,  all  further  contemplation  might 
prove  dangerous,  as  drawing  ns  from  following  the  impression  so  received. 

Ncverthe]e»e,  it  must  be  owned  that,  in  many  cases,  to  excel  is  the  neces- 
sary point  to  be  driven  at ;  where  there  are  several  competitors  for  the  same 
thing,  some  one  must  prevail  by  bis  comparative  not  his  absolute  merit ; 
no  matter  bow  little  be  have,  provided  all  the  rest  have  none,  nor  how 
much,  while  there  is  another  stiU  more  deserving :  and  this  happens  so 
frequently,  for  scarce  a  day  passes  but  we  are  struggling  for  some  prize, 
important  or  trifling,  which  cannot  be  had  by  all,  that  it  leads  us  iueensibly 
into  a  habit  of  placing  our  honour  upon  superiority,  and  perhaps  is  Uk 
priuripal  cause  of  that  universal  depravity  of  taste.  Therefore  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  guard  agoinst  this  evil  custom  with  all  our  vigilance  ?  if  we 
can  succeed  in  bringing  our  appetite  to  fiuten  upon  what  we  do  ourselves 
without  reference  to  what  is  done  elsewhere,  we  shall  lose  nothing  by  the 
change  not  excepting  that  superiority  the  world  is  so  fond  of,  for  whoever 
of  it  can  bo  attained,  we  shall  attain  by  constantly  doing  our  best.  Even 
in  common  conversation  I  would  have  a  man  endMvour  to  shine ;  but  why 
need  he  strive  to  outshine  ?  let  him  shine  rs  bright  as  he  can,  and  if  out- 
shining be  in  his  power  It  will  follow  of  course  without  his  seeluog,  if  not 
in  his  power  he  will  but  fret  and  vex  himself  by  striving  for  it. 

When  competition  becomes  unavoidable  by  our  being  one  among  many 
striving  for  the  same  thing  which  all  cannot  attain,  the  desire  of  surpassing 
the  rest  ranks  in  class  among  the  motives  of  use,  not  those  of  honour :  the 
indulgence  of  it  is  justifiable  not  laudable,  nor  need  we  value  ourselves 
thereupon  any  more  than  upon  etriking  an  advantageous  bargain.     But 
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occasions  of  ihu  sort  happen  bo  often,  that  the  (reqnenoy  of  diem  tnunfier* 
satisbction  from  the  advantage  gained  by  euipuaing  to  the  anrpaBHiiig 
itself,  and  thcncefbnrard  we  paraoe  it  ae  an  altimate  object  of  desire.  To 
avoid  wbicli  translation  it  will  be  prudent,  aa  much  as  we  can,  to  keep  the 
particular  advantage  in  view,  so  aa  to  remain  indifferent  to  the  thong^ts  of 
atirpassing,  onlesa  when  necenary  to  attain  some  other  allowable  purpose; 
for  so  long  aa  the  end  continues  in  prospect,  translation  to  the  means  can 
never  take  effect. 

1 1 .  I  have  said  before  that  the  sense  of  honour  has  its  tides,  whidi  ought 
to  be  regulated  hj  the  occasion  according  to  the  force  requisite  fn'  sur- 
mounting  obstacles  that  chance  to  lie  in  onr  course.  When  some  new, 
praiseworthy  habit  is  to  be  acquired,  it  behoves  us  to  use  all  onr  skill  and 
industry  for  raising  a  strong  desire,  that  may  carry  us  through  the  difficulties 
oi  the  first  entrance :  but  after  being  grown  &miliar  end  easy,  whatever 
goes  beyond  that  gently-soothing  content,  distilling  from  the  oonsdoasness 
of  rectitDde  in  the  most  common  actions,  is  needless,  unseasonable,  and 
therefore  a  waste :  for  onr  spirits  cannot  keep  ap  en  ardent  glow  nnless  now 
and  then  for  a  little  while,  and  if  we  sp^id  them  unnec^earily,  we  shall 
want  than  for  more  important  occasions.  People  for  the  moet  part  value 
themselves  apon  what  they  have  acquired  until  they  sink  into  indolence  by 
losing  all  desire  of  making  further  attainments  i  here  their  estimation  is  mis- 
placed and  consequently  vinous. 

Y/hen  this  passion  rises  to  an  immoderate  degree,  so  as  to  hang  con- 
tinually npon  the  thoughts,  it  becomes  pride,  and  proves  an  effectual 
bar  against  all  subsequent  improvement,  not  so  much  from  laziness  as  self- 
snffidency :  for  jhe  proud  man  so  wraps  himself  iqi  in  his  excellencies  as  to 
think  he  is  all  parfection  already,  or  st  least  incomparably  superior  to  the 
rest  of  mankind,  which  renders  it  superduous  for  him  to  do  anything  even 
for  the  sake  of  surpassing.  But  if  we  recollect  what  has  been  shown  in  the 
proper  place,  that  honour  is  there  more  deservedly  placed  where  it  may 
prove  most  useful,  we  shall  see  that  it  belongs  primarily  to  nothing  else  than 
the  right  management  of  our  powers  and  present  opportunities,  becaoso 
there  alone  it  can  take  effect:  and  secondarily  to  acquisitions,  whether  in 
possession  or  prospect,  as  it  may  spur  on  our  industry  to  improve,  or  attain 
them.  For  a  man  cannot  increase  his  wealth,  his  dignities,  his  health,  nor 
the  merit  of  his  past  performances,  merely  by  the  admiration  of  them :  but 
if  he  have  a  strong  appetite  for  self- approbation  in  the  emplpyment  of  every 
present  moment,  this  will  urge  him  vigorously  to  employ  them  so  as  may 
afford  such  gratification. 

It  will  be  asked,  perhaps,  whether  the  value  of  rectitude  does  not  lie 
partly  in  the  pleasure  of  a  retrospect  upon  good  condnct  past ;  and  whether 
such  pleasure  may  not  be  laudably  indulged.  I  readily  admit  this  as  one 
very  valuable  reward  of  virtue,  and  may  be  innocently  received  when  ofier- 
ing  of  its  own  accord :  bnt  I  see  nothing  laudable  in  the  indulgence,  as  that 
term  implies  a  studious  hunting  for  it,  and  striving  to  make  it  dwell  upon 
the  reflection.  Where  this  is  done  1  apprehend  it  hiq)pens  from  the  too 
common  mistaken  fondness  for  intense  pleasures,  which  we  have  made  appear 
in  the  Chapter  upon  that  article,  make  nothing  near  so  large  an  addition  to 
the  sum  of  our  happiness,  as  those  of  the  gentier  kind :  for  our  mental  organs 
as  well  as  our  ho4^y  musdes  con  bear  only  a  certain  degree  of  play;  if  pat 
upon  violent  or  continual  exercise,  they  lose  their  tone,  nor  can  give  their 
first  relish,  but  their  motion  becomes  insipid  and  cloying,  llierefare  the 
[woud  and  the  vain  man  lie  under  the  same  error,  thongh  less  innocent. 
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irith  the  boy  who  wisbed  to  ride  all  the  day  long  upon  a  gate ;  they  find  • 
vast  enterUumnent  in  contemplation  of  their  excellenciea  vhen  newly  dii- 
covered,  bo  conclude  they  ahalt  be  supremely  happy  by  keeping  them  in  view 
without  intenniaaioii :  but  the  gust  of  novelty  quickly  fliea  off,  and  though 
they  continue  the  ezerdse  from  inveteracy  id  habit,  because  they  cannot 
hdp  it,  they  Snd  no  more  joy  in  it  hut  contiiuial  mortificatioii  by  the  apite- 
fill  world  r«faung  them  joatice. 

"Dierefore  true  honour  and  true  policy,  whicli  constontiy  unite,  point 
always  inwards  upon  the  action  now  in  onr  power :  or  if  at  any  time  they 
draw  the  eye  to  distant  and,  eztenul  objects,  it  is  only  in  order  to  direct  or 
invigorate  onr  endeavours  in  this.  Sodi  refined  sentiment  with  a  total  in- 
difference to  all  other  aUnrements  b  indeed  a  height  of  perfection  too  far 
above  the  reach  of  mortal  man,  to  be  enjoined  as  a  duty:  it  is  the  white  spot 
in  the  middle  of  the  target  which  nobody  most  ever  expect  to  hit,  yet  by 
repeated  efforts  we  may  come  a  little  and  a  tittle  nearer.  And  there  ia 
abundant  encoursgement  for  ns  to  use  them,  for  in  proportion  as  we  grow 
more  habitually  e^qtert  at  hitting  the  mark  of  rectitude  in  all  cases,  not  only 
of  virtue  and  duty  bot  likewise  a(  common  prudence  and  propriety,  we  shall 
compass  all  other  attainable  ends  without  aiming  at  them ;  but  for  the  un- 
attainable, they  were  better  let  alone,  because  nothing  besides  labour  lost 
and  vexation  of  spirit  conld  ensue  upon  our  trying  for  them :  a  spontaneous 
complacence  would  accompany  everything  we  do,  with  so  much  transport 
occasionally  as  our  organs  can  bear,  so  much  pleasing  retrospect  as  our  eyes 
can  behold  without  straining,  and  BO  much  general  approbation  too  as  is 
needful  or  fit  for  ns  to  receive. 

1 2.  Having  now  endeavoured  to  settle  the  essence  of  true  honour,  which 
regards  solely  our  own  conduct,  t(u;ether  with  anch  other  objects  as  may 
serve  to  rectify  it,  I  might  pronounce  every  self-approbation  springing  from 
a  comparison  of  ourselves  with  other  persons,  or  of  things  with  respect  to 
the  persons  possessing  them,  as  foiling  under  the  denomination  of  vanity. 
But  this  I  fear  would  be  thought  too  severe  and  rigorous,  unless  I  may  be 
allowed  to  distinguish  an  excusable  species  of  vanity,  which  is  so  much  as 
■rises  unavoidably  from  the  infirmity  cf  human  nature.  For  we  are  bo 
perpetually  drawn  into  the  train  of  making  comparisona  by  the  example  of 
all  around  us,  by  the  general  language  and  manner  of  expressing  estimation, 
something  of  this  turn  appearing  in  the  motions,  the  gestures,  the  tone  of 
voice,  the  looks,  and  frequently  the  dress  of  every  company  we  fall  into,  as 
Tenders  it  impossible  to  escape  tlie  infection.  V/hatever  dien  we  cateh  in- 
voluntarily this  way  may  be  ranked  noder  the  dasa  of  indifference  lying  be- 
tween laudable  and  blameable. 

But  this  Bpedea  is  ascertained  by  the  degree,  whatever  passes  the  line  of 
innocent  moderation  may  be  declared  vicious ;  the  difficulty  lies  in  drawing 
the  exact  line,  and  determining  what  shall  be  deemed  an  extreme :  we  stand 
open  here  to  the  like  attack  as  was  made  of  old  by  the  Academics  and 
Sceptics  against  tlie  judgment  of  the  senses,  with  their  sophism  of  the 
Sorites,  or  argument  of  the  Heap ;  because,  say  they,  if  yon  drop  a  number 
of  things  npou  one  another  jron  can  never  tell  precisely  when  they  begin  to 
make  a  heap.  But  if  I  cannot  tell  the  precise  number  of  bees  requisite  to 
make  a  heap  or  a  swarm,  so  that  if  a  single  bee  flies  off,  the  remainder  will 
not  be  one,  yet  if  I  see  a  cluster  of  them  as  big  as  a  pumpkin,  surely  I  may 
pronounce  that  a  swarm,  without  danger  of  mistake.  Therefore  I  shall  not 
sndertake  to  set  out  the  exact  limits  of  vicious  vanity,  bnt  leave  it  to  every 
one's  OWQ  judgm«it  to  discern  what  lies  manifestly  within  them ;  if  he  be 
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tolerably  obiervant,  he  will  find  more  of  whose  denomination  lie  cannot 
donbt  than  perhaps  he  can  eradicate;  to  attempt  to  direct  bim  might  be 
only  misleading  him,  Nnce  the  aame  thing  may  be  vanity  in  one  person  or 
one  situation  whidi  is  not  so  in  another ;  as  the  same  meal  may  be  too 
much  for  a  prisoner,  which  iroold  scarce  mfiice  him  when  enjoying  the  air 
and  exercise  of  a  jonrney.  Therefore  I  need  only  try  to  point  out  the  mis- 
chiefs natorally  attendant  npon  vanity,  in  order  the  better  to  engagejiis  ob- 
servance in  discovering,  and  diligence  in  goarding  against  it. 

13.  I  have  already  remarlced  that  it  engrosses  the  attention  from  other 
ol^ects  whereon  it  might  have  been  mnch  better  employed :  for  the  prond 
man  is  so  taken  up  in  contemplating,  the  vain  man  in  displaying,  and'the 
ambitions  man  in  increasing  his  superiority,  as  leaves  him  no  room  to  think 
of  anything  else  not  relative  thereto :  so  he  has  not  half  the  use  of  his 
jndgnient  or  powers,  bat  slips  his  opportunities  where  the  improving  them 
womd  have  redounded  greatly  to  his  advantage.  But  besides  this,  it  proves 
a  perpetoal  fond  of  contention,  producing  it  even  out  of  trifles ;  for  it  being 
imposaihle  that  more  than  one  should  gain  the  superiority,  wherever  this  is 
the  aim  there  must  necessarily  be  an  opposition ;  so  the  proud  looks  npon 
everybody  as  an  adversary ;  if  they  show  a  disposition  to  excel  in  anything, 
it  is  an  attempt  to  eclipse  his  lustre ;  if  they  mind  their  own  busineas  quietly,^ 
there  is  a  hazard  that  by  the  prudent  management  of  it,  they  may  come  up 
nearer  to  his  pitch  than  he  wishes.  And  the  mischief  sometimes  spreads  to 
mnltitades  not  originally  concerned  in  the  quarrel :  for  the  world  roust  be 
thrown  into  confusion,  because  Pompey  could  not  bear  an  equal,  nor  Ccesar 
a  taperior. 

I^m  the  spirit  of  contention  natorally  proceed  censoriousness,  calumny, 
jealousy,  and  envy ;  these  evil  weeds  may  spring  from  other  causes,  as  a 
competition  of  interest ;  but  then  ior  the  most  part  they  are  only  particular 
and  occasional,  whereas  vanity  renders  them  more  general  and  habitual, 
having  a  anspicion  of  everything  that  may  hurt  it.  The  vain  man,  as  such, 
must  necessarilj  be  selfish,  as  having  a  separate  interest  inconsistent  with 
that  of  all  other  people,  who  it  may  be  presumed  would  willingly  do  some- 
thing for  their  own  advancement;  so  he  looks  upon  them  as  his  rivals 
throwing  obstructions  in  the  way  of  his  desire  to  excel :  he  cannot  afford 
them  the  least  spark  of  hearty  esteem,  because  that  would  raise  them 
a  little  nearer  to  his  own  level :  he  dares  not  do  them  real  services  nor 
sincerely  wish  them  well,  becanae  he  would  conceit  himself  the  only  happy 
and  deserving  person  alive :  or  if  at  any  time  he  does  a  kindness,  it  is  only 
for  the  vanity  (rf  showing  his  power,  or  raising  a  dependence. 

N'or  is  his  temper  of  mind  more  injurious  to  others  than  troublesome  and 
dangerous  to  himself,  laying  him  open  to  flattery  and  imposition :  if  you 
can  find  means  to  tickle  his  vanity  you  may  do  anything  with  him,  serve 
any  end  npon  him ;  be  loves  yon  prodigionsly,  but  as  he  loves  his  horse, 
withoot  any  degree  of  esteem  or  benevolence,  merely  for  being  instrumental 
to  his  pleasures :  he  is  discontented  and  fretfiil  at  not  receiving  his  due  from 
the  world ;  if  foiling  into  any  trouble  or  affliction,  gloomy,  desponding,  and 
querulous,  as  not  deserving  such  treatment  from  Providence.  He  would 
meet  with  continual  mortification,  for  considering  how  many  various  quali- 
fications there  are  among  mankind,  he  could  very  rarely  be  the  topmost  of - 
the  company  in  all  points,  but  that  he  has  a  trick  to  elude  these  accidents^ 
for  he  persuades  himself  that  whatever  he  hi4>pens  to  be  expert  in,  is  the 
only  valnaUe  accomplishment,  all  others  being  not  worth  having :  by  this 
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artifice,  iT  there  be  twenty  people  together,  efkch  may  be  the  only  h^ipy  soul 

in  the  cirde  bearing  away  the  bell  from  aU  the  rest. 

14.  But  thia  little  temporary  pleaeore  of  au  imagiDed  Mperiority,  the 
flattering  bait  of  pride  to  g«t  her  swallowed  down  into  the  entrails  tmtil 
she  talies  habitual  bold  on  the  heart,  is  greatly  overbalanced  by  many  soUd 
mischiefe :  for  nothing  operates  more  powerfully  in  perverting  the  iodg- 
ment,  that  guiding  facul^  by  whose  ministry  alone  we  may  render  aU  the 
others  serviceable.  The  vain  roan  can  never  think  justly  of  things  nor 
equitably  of  persons,  where  his  vanity  has  any  the  least  concern,  whii^  it 
seldom  fails  to  have  in  most  cases  occurring  for  his  decision.  It  throws  a 
bar  against  improvement  by  the  pennasitH)  of  a  sufficiency  already  attained : 
it  shnts  his  ear  against  information  and  his  heart  against  conviction,  lest  be 
efaould  appear  ever  to  have  been  wanting  m-  knowledge,  or  liable  to  mis- 
take. It  prevents  all  self-examination,  for  fear  he  should  find  scniething 
that  might  wound  his  vanity :  it  rendera  him  indocible  of  that  moet  useftd 
science  of  ignorance ;  for  he  knows  of  none  within  him  to  be  the  object  of 
such  sdence.  It  felsifies  the  weights  and  measures  of  right  and  wrong, 
truth  and  Usehood,  laudable  and  blameable,  making  him  judge  of  tbem 
according  to  what  he  has  or  does,  or  bdieves  himself  exaggerating  his  own 
and  depreciating  whatever  belongs  to  another.  It  damps  his  industry  by 
the  disdain  of  little  acquisitions  as  unworthy  his  notice,  whereas  it  has  been 
often  observed,  that  a  shopkeeper  will  never  thrive  who  despises  small 
profits :  in  like  manner  we  feeble,  sbort-ughted  mortals,  who  at  best  are 
bat  pedlars  in  the  trade  of  virtue,  shall  make  no  great  progress  at  all  if  we 
neglect  opportunities  of  gaining  a  little  ground  at  a  time.  But  the  con- 
ceited will  stoop  to  nothing  ^t  is  not  grand,  noble,  eztraordinaiy :  he 
canst  preside  at  the  helm,  or  convert  heathen  nations,  or  draw  maltitndes 
at  his  heels,  or  knock  down  all  opposers  with  demonstration ;  imd  if  by 
«coming  to  do  anything  common  he  undertakes  nothing  feasible,  he  solaces 
himself  with  reflecting  what  mighty  wonders  he  should  have  performed  if 
«uch  or  such  perverse  incidents  had  not  fallen  in  the  way. 

Vanity  taints  religion  itself,  and  contracts  the  pale  of  salvation,  usurpe 
the  power  of  the  keys  to  shut,  thou^  very  rarely  to  open  :  for  it  will  not 
saffer  the  patient  to  bear  the  thought  of  sharing  the  &vours  of  heaven  in 
common  with  othera,  nor  to  admit  a  total  dependence  even  upon  the  Al- 
mighty; bnt  he  must  claim  tomething  as  entirely  his  own  which  God  did 
not  give  him.  and  this  something  he  can  find  nowhere  else,  at  least  in  so 
emment  a  degree  as  in  himself.  He  sees  nothing  of  that  cheerful  proqiect 
of  nature  which  I  have  shown,  in  the  Chapters  on  Benevolence  and 
Equality,  stands  congpicnonB  to  a  benevolent  eye ;  for  one  can  be  just  to 
the  advantages  and  enjoyments  of  all  where  one  wishes  well  to  all ;  but  he 
wishes  well  to  nobody,  for  fear  it  might  endanger  his  snpereminence.  His 
delight,  sach  as  it  is,  lies  in  finding  hult,  in  undervaluing,  in  blackening, 
in  hypocritical  commiserations ;  so  being  conversant  tmly  with  objecta 
taming  the  worst  sides,  he  sees  everything  wretched  and  despicable  around 
him :  and  melandicdy  moods,  which  will  come  upon  us  all  sometimes 
throng^  indispoaitions  of  bodily  humours,  or  cross  accidents,  or  want  of  en- 
gaging empk^rment,  has  nothing  to  comfort  himself,  bat  laments  a  defect 
of  goodncM  in  the  Disposer  of  all  things,  for  he  has  no  notion  of  goodness 
that  doe*  not  single  him  ant  for  his  otgect. 

If  examples  are  not  to  be  found  of  all  these  mischiefs  produced  in  their 
fall  extent  by  vanity,  it  may  be  atcribed  to  that  little  mintu'e  of  good  prin- 
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eiple  which  ba«  place  in  the  most  foulty  charactere,  or  to  other  passioas 
eounteracting  it,  or  to  the  awe  of  the  worid  keeping  it  a  little  within  bounds: 
for  \amty,  how  mnch  soever  cherished  by  the  owner,  appears  always  odious 
to  others,  who  look  upon  it  as  bji  attempt  to  encroach  upon  their  right  to 
reputation ;  so  defeats  its  own  purpose,  and  by  exacting  more  than  due, 
discourages  the  payment  of  whet  ie  doe :  for  you  cannot  praise  a  proud  man 
witboot  giving  him  an  occasion  of  .triumphing  in  his  superiority  over  you, 
and  thereby  becoming  accessory  to  your  own  disgrace,  'nierefbre  he  strives 
to  conceal  his  pride,  nor  dares  even  think  within  himself  that  he  has  it,  by 
which  coneealment  he  checks  the  growth  of  it  a  little,  as  the  growth  of 
weeds  ia  checked  by  being  covered  with  sou  and  air :  eo  that  pert^ps  there 
ta  not  a  thorongli  proud  man  upon  esrth,  so  completely  such  as  may  be  con- 
ceived in  theory ;  and  if  there  be  such  a  Being  existent,  it  can  be  none 
other  than  the  Devil.  Yet  whoever  will  reflect  serionsly  upon  what  has  been 
BDggested,  can  Bcarce  foil  of  sedng  the  natural  tendency  of  pride  to  pro- 
doce  all  those  pemidous  consequences  above  specified,  and  that  they  must 
necessarily  abound  more  or  less  in  proportion  to  the  degree  and  inveteracy 
of  the  habit :  which  by  reason  of  the  continual  forced  concealment,  just  now 
spoken  of,  works  more  slily  than  any  other  into  the  sentiments  and  actions, 
and  operatea  nnperceived  by  the  party  himself.  Wherefore  we  cannot  be 
too  vigilant  over  the  wily  serpent,  nor  too  industrious  to  bruise  its  head 
whenever  popping  out,  that  it  may  have  the  lets  vigour  to  wnggle  among 
our  Titals,  and  spread  its  venom  about  in  our  constitution. 

15.  Nevertheless,  it  will  probably  be  asked,  would  I  then  extinguish  every 
spark  of  vanity  in  the  world  ?  every  thirat  of  fiime,  of  splendonr,  of  meg- 
nificence,  of  show  ?  every  desire  of  exceUing  or  distinguishing  one's  self 
above  the  common  herd  ?  What  must  become  of  the  public  services,  of 
sciences,  arts,  commerce,  manufacturea  ?  the  business  of  life  must  stag- 
nate. Nobody  would  spend  his  ^onth  in  digues  and  dangers  to  qualify 
himself  for  a  General  or  an  Admiral.  Nobody  wonld  study,  and  toU,  and 
stru^le,  and  roar  out  liberty,  to  be  a  Minister.  Perhaps  in  the  next  cen- 
tury, when  the  present  set  of  generous  patriots  shall  be  extinct,  the  boroughs 
most  pay  their  members  wages  again  to  serve  for  them.  The  merchant 
wonld  not  drudge  on  through  the  infirmities  of  age  in  filling  his  country  with 
foreign  commodities.  The  artificer,  having  gotten  a  competence  sufficient 
to  serve  his  pleasures,  wonld  leave  the  art  to  be  practised  by  novices  and 
bunglers,  liie  man  of  learning  would  not  ^lend  his  spirits  early  and  late 
to  enrich  die  public  with  knowledge,  to  combat  error,  or  defend  his  favou- 
rite truths  against  all  opposers.  Perhaps  this  great  cnty  might  become  de- 
populate, we  should  sannter  about  among  the  cattle,  or  gallop  madly  after 
foxes,  our  language  wonld  grow  rustic  or  childish,  our  dress  slovenly,  our 
persons  nasty,  our  manners  rude  and  coarse :  poetry,  music,  painting,  ele- 
gance, wit,  and  humour,  would  be  lost  from  among  us,  the  ease  of  affability, 
politeness,  obligingness,  and  the  pleasures  of  sprightly  conversation,  be 
things  noknown.  How  will  yon  keep  your  children  from  rolling  in  the  dirt 
any  longer  than  while  you  stand  over  them  with  the  rod }  how  bring  the 
school-boy  to  um  at  anything  more  than  just  performing  his  task  ?  how 
prevent  your  sons  from  consorting  with  the  blatjiguard,  or  your  daughters 
from  romping  among  the  grooms  ? 

Now  to  ctmfeae  the  honest  truth,  I  am  afrud  if  this  evil  weed  were  totally 
eradicated,  so  as  to  leave  no  fibre  of  it  remaining  anywhere,  we  should  find 
business  of  all  kinds  go  on  very  slowly  in  the  world :  for  we  have  for  the 
moat  part  such  a  lumpish  indolence  in  the  clay  of  our  composition,  such  an 
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insenBtlrility  to  all  beyond  the  present  impulse  of  appetite,  as"  cannot  onli- 
nnrily  be  roused  to  action  without  this  fiery  drug  ;  or  where  other  puaioos 
do  ioBtigate,  they  would  malce  mad  work  nnleas  this  wer^  employed  to  cbedt 
them  by  its  counter-action.  Yet  these  benefits  do  not  hinder  it  from  being 
a  weed  of  poiBonous  quality,  for  it  ie  well  known  that  poisons  are  often  an- 
tidotes against  one  another,  and  many  of  them  are  naed  as  medicines:  yet 
there  is  no  prudence  in  applying  them  where  the  case  does  not  abeolntety 
require  it,  nor  other  remedies  may  be  thought  of  that  will  pucceed  as  well. 
For  my  part  I  cannot  help  being  persuaded  that  education  may  be  carried 
on  as  effectually  without  any  tincture  of  vanity :  I  found  no  occorion  for 
it  with  my  Serena  and  Sparkle :  on  the  contrary,  I  endeavoured  *edn- 
loualy  to  pick  ont  every  seed  as  fiut  aa  sprinkled  by  any  (dd  woman 
of  their  acquaintance :  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  find  they  have  mada 
aa  good  pn^ciency  in  every  little  accom[diahment  I  could  give  them,  have 
.  as  much  reputation  in  the  world,  and  are  as  well  received  even  among  per- 
sons of  qutdity  as  I  could  wish.  As  to  boys,  I  cannot  speak  upon  experi- 
ence :  I  had  vanity  enough  while  a  school-boy :  as  soon  as  I  could  read  car- 
rently,  having  gotten  some  books  of  chivalry,  I  determined  upon  making 
the  conquest  of  the  world ;  bat  being  of  a  weakly  constitution  and  conti- 
nually bumped  about  by  other  boys,  I  found  this  scheme  impracticable,  so 
at  thirteen  resolved  to  write  a  poem  finer  than  Homer  or  Virgil.  Before  I 
went  to  the  University,  being  taught  that  the  soUd  sciences  were  not  more 
noble  than  poetry,  I  purposed,  as  soon  as  I  sbonld  have  made  myself  perfect 
master  of  l(^c,  to  eluridate  all  useful  truths,  and  banish  error  from  among 
mankind.  Wluit  benefit  these  ambitioos  projects  may  have  done  me  I  know 
not :  perhaps  my  present  labours  might  be  owing  to  some  remains  of  them, 
for  I  well  remember  that  while  the  design  of  these  dissertations  lay  in  em- 
bryo in  my  head,  they  promised  a  much  more  shining  appearance,  than  I 
find  them  make  now  1  can  review  them  upon  paper. 

If  masters  can  fiad  none  other  way  of  bringing  the  lads  to  take  their 
learning  willingly  unless  by  raiung  an  emulation  among  diem,  I  would  not 
debar  them  frtm  this  benefit :  no  more,  if  a  none  has  none  other  way  of 
keeping  her  child  in  order  than  by  frighting  him  with  an  old  man  in  the 
cupboard  who  wiU  take  him  away  when  he  is  naughty,  would  I  be  so  in- 
discreet a  free-thinker  as  to  dispute  the  reality  of  the  old  man  :  for  it  is 
better  the  child  should  be  kept  good  by  superstition,  vanity,  or  any  other 
means,  than  not  good  at  all.  But  there  may  be  a  commendation  whidi 
has  no  personal  comparison  in  it,  and  the  pleasures,  the  advantages,  the 
credit  of  a  proficiency  in  learning,  may  be  displayed  in  alluring  colours 
without  suggesting  a  thought  of  superiority  over  others,  or  of  equalling 
the  topmost.  I  have  acknowledged  before,  that  it  is  a  very  delicate  point 
to  distinguisb  between  the  desire  of  excellence  and  the  desire  of  excelling, 
and  the  one  is  very  apt  to  degenerate  insensibly  into  the  other:  yet  1 
think  it  may  be  effected  by  a  skilful  and  attentive  tutor,  and  the  former 
preserved  in  its  purity  wUl  answer  all  good  purposes  more  effectually 
without  endangering  the  inconveniences  expectant  upon  the  latter. 

As  for  persons  in  public  character,  I  believe  they  must  be  allowed  a 
larger  doae  than  ordinary,  because  I  know  of  none  other  ineentive  vi- 
gorous enough  to  carry  them  through  the  continual  application,  the  toils, 
(he  self-denials,  necessary  for  performing  great  services :  unless  it  be  a 
hearty  public  spirit  founded  upon  the  strong  habitual  persuasion  of  an  in- 
dissoluble connection  between  the  general  interest  and  private.  Whether 
what  I  have  before  offered  concerning  the  divine  Equitv  and  universal  do- 
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mmion  of  Ptrovidence  may  contribute-  &  jot  tawards  introducing  such  per- 
■nuioD,  or  nwy  pat  others  of  greater  abilities  upon  enforcing  it  more  eSec- 
taaltjr,  I  cannot  pretend  to  augurate :  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  mode  to  pre- 
Tail  among  mankind  preaently,  unleaa  the  Millennium  flhould  arrive  in  the 
cnirrmt  century,  as  some  commentators  on  the  Apocalypse  have  foretold. 
With  respect  bi  greet  merdiants  and  traders,  wfao  have  jmt  extraded  their 
conunoce  and  experience  to  a  pitch  that  renders  them  capable  of  being 
more  serviceable  to  their  country  than  before,  since  they  may  be  presumed 
to  have  entered  upon  their  professions  solely  with  a  view  of  gain,  if  thejr 
ahoold  ever  outlive  this  passion,  J  would  prescribe  them  a  large  potion  too 
for  the  public  emolument.  Then  the  poets,  players,  fiddlers,  and  the  like, 
as  they  rarely  make  a  fortune,  and  their  occupationt  drudged  in  day  after 
day  can  be  no  emolument  to  themselves,  fbey  can  do  nothing'fbr  onr  enter- 
tainment farther  than  driven  by  mere  necessity,  unless  you  ke^  up  their 
nirits  continually  with  a  dram  of  the  same. 

But  though  1  am  so  indulgent  to  the  use  of  this  noxious  drag,  wherein 
it  cannot  be  done  without,  yA  aa  apothecaries  when  dispensing  a  recipe 
whcreio  antimony,  solanum,  hmdannm,  or  mercury  is  an  ingredient,  are 
extremely  carefnl  to  wdgb  the  exact  quantity,  becanse  a  grain  too  much 
might  prove  fatal  to  the  patient ;  ao  wonid  I  not  have  a  speck  of  vanity 
admitted  more  than  abeolutely  necessary  for  the  case,  but  every  redundance 
of  it  mortified,  or  nther  the  whole  so  far  as  feasible  made  to  dumge  its 
quality  by  drawing  ofif  the  thought  from  a  comparison  of  persons  to  that 
of  things,  which  we  have  aeen  before  will  woric  aa  vigorously  where  it  can 
be  obtained  in  equal  d^ree. 

16.  And  the  better  to  satisfy  ourselves  of  Uiere  being  a  real  difference 
between  the  desires  of  excellence  and  of  excelling,  we  may  remark  how 
very  frequently  the  one  leads  astray  from  the  other,  fixing  the  attention 
upon  show  and  qipearaiMe,  rather  than  upon  solid  substance  and  intrinsic 
value.  It  chooses  to  move  alone  in  a  narrow  sphere,  where  nothing  noble 
or  important  can  be  achieved,  rather  than  share  jointly  with  others  in  the 
Btovement  of  migfaty  engines  by  which  mudi  good  might  be  effected.  Where 
did  the  desire  of  excelling  ever  glow  more  intensely  than  in  Caaar,  whose 
favourite  saying  we  are  told  was  this,  Hat  he  had  rather  be  the  first  man 
in  a  paltry  village,  than  the  second  in  Rome.  Did  not  Alexander,  another 
madman,  in  the  same  spedes  of  frenzy,  chide  bis  tutor  Aristotle  for  pub- 
lishing to  the  world  those  discoveries  in  philosophy  he  would  have  had 
reserved  for  himself  alone  ?  But  if  he  esteemed  learning  an  excellence,  it 
would  have  beera  a  mttn  excellent  deed  to  have  spread  it  with  his  con* 
qneats.  It  must  be  allowed  that  none  ever  surpassed  the  supaseers  of  maa< 
kind  in  the  passion  for  comparative  glory,  unless  il  were  the  Devil,  into 
wboee  month  Milton  has  witii  grc&t  propriety  put  the  like  thought  with 
Cteaar's,  Better  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven :  and  we  are  told  the 
aaaae  vatn-gloriona  bang  traverses  the  world  with  indefotigable  zeal  to  de- 
stroy excellntce  wherever  he  can  find  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  most  excellent  works  have  been  achieved  with- 
out a  mixture  of  vanity :  Christ  has  none :  his  Apostles  had  none  ;  but 
be  taught  tfaem  meekness  end  humility  aa  a  principal  rule  of  conduct, 
and  ranked  the  sons  of  Zebedee  on  their  betraying  a  slight  indination  to 
excel-  If  we  can  suspect  any  of  them  of  having  a  tincture,  it  must  be 
I^ul  [  and  perhaps  this  might  be  the  messenger  of  Satan  sent  to  buffet 
him,  ts  whom  were  owing  his  angry  overbearing  style,  and  obscure,  hastr 
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metbcMl  of  argmnenUtion  producing  thrmt  dark  speedie*  which  the  mwary 
wreat  to  their  own  destnwtion.  With  reapect  to  the  mention  of  white 
robe*  with  palms  in  the  hands,  and  sitting  upcm  thrones  to  judge  (he  twdvt 
tribea  of  Israd,  we  may  nndentand  of  those  as  we  are  taught  to  vnder^ 
stand  of  some  Jewish  inatitntiane,  that  they  were  g^vea  for  the  hardDesa  of 
our  heartB,  but  it  was  not  so  from  Uie  be^nning,  that  is,  not  ctmtained  in 
the  original  design  of  rectifying  the  senthoents,  bat  necessary  indu^encies 
to  humsa  iDfimuty,  which  caniiot  always  rise  even  to  a  religions  zeaJ  with* 
ont  ft  gentle  lift  from  vanity.  Bot  the  whole  I^pal  system,  most  of  the 
heresieB  and  ecbiims,  the  cormptions  and  pervernons  of  Ciuistianity  bun 
spmng  from  the  desire  of  domineering,  OTOtopping,  and  excelling, 

llien  if  we  torn  to  the  heathen  sages,  Lycurgna  and  Solon,  those  two 
excellent  lawgivers,  had  none :  Socrates,  the  prime  apoatle  of  reason, 
Euclid  and  Hippocrates,  had  none :  whems  Protagoras  with  his  brother 
sophists,  Diogenes,  Epicurus.  Lncretins,  the  Stoics  who  were  the  bigots, 
and  the  latter  Academics  who  were  the  frce-thtnkws  of  antiqaity,  were 
overnm  with  iL  And  am<Kig  modems,  Boyle,  Newton,  Locke,  have  made 
large  improvements  in  the  sciences  withoot  aid  oi  vanity :  while  some 
others  I  coold  name,  having  drawn  in  copioasty  of  that  intoxicating  vaponr, 
have  laboured  only  to  obscure  and  perplex  them.  lYide  is  supposed  to 
have  been  the  Devil's  fall :  aspiring  to  be  Gods  worited  the  fall  of  Man  i 
the  first  mnrderer  wes  made  sodi  by  seeing  his  brother's  offering  better 
accepted  than  his  own :  we  see  instances  daily  of  strifes,  contentioos,  di>- 
tnrbanoes,  disappointments,  vexations,  longing  from  the  desire  of  excel* 
ling ;  and  where  most  benefidal,  it  often  proves  like  the  cow  that  kidis 
down  the  milk  she  has  given.  Hence  we  may  fairly  condnde  the  world 
would  go  on  infinitely  better  if  men  would  learn  to  do  without  it  i  and  we 
may  rank  it  amtUg  those  evils  permitted  by  Providence  in  order  to  bring 
forth  aome  unknown  good  therefrom,  and  which  tniglit  never  to  be  aub* 
mttted  to  voluntarily,  unless  for  the  same  reason  as  we  sabnit  to  some 
great  displeasure,  for  the  sake  of  removing  or  escaping  a  greater. 

17.  lUs  being  the  case,  it  seems  the  greatest  of  all  abrardities  that  men 
shonld  be  proud  of  their  pride  and  vain  ^  their  vanity ;  yet  we  often  see  it 
made  the  topic  of  panegyric  that  such  a  hero  disdained  ta  do  anything  like 
other  folks,  that  he  could  not  bear  to  rank  among  the  rest  of  hb  qteciea, 
could  not  be  satisfied  without  nrpaseing  all  that  wont  before  him,  aad 
eclipsing  all  his  contemporaries,  but  aimed  alwaya  at  emitMntoe,  and  being 
moretbinman.  Bat  these  are  proper  topics  of  satire  as  indicating  a  sdfiih, 
narrow  mind,  fond  of  insulting  and  triumphing  over  tats  fdknr-creatores,  « 
ehidkm  jndginent  taken  with  a  shadow  nor  ever  reaching  to  the  solid  sol>< 
stance.  For  administnttion  is  a  bauble  necessary  to  tmbe  children  into 
their  good,  because  little  master  will  not  learn  his  Bpd]iug-bo<A,  nor  miss 
fatdd  up  her  head  nnless  you  tell  them  one  wiU  be  admired  above  other 
childroi  for  his  learning,  and  the  other  for  her  genteel  caniage ;  so  yon 
most  give  them  the  rattle  to  entice  them  into  dte  way  that  yon  would  lead, 
lie  l^e  artifice  is  cmhnarily  carried  on  tiironghout  all  the  stages  of  educa- 
tion,  and  young  people  oHiie  out  into  the  world  with  a  resohttioa  if  not  a 
confident  (pinion  of  exodling  everything  they  find  in  it. 

Aocordi^  as  any  part  of  learning  is  attained,  applauses  an  less  lavishly 
bestowed  thereupon,  and  the  lure  tamed  npon  the  gaining  some  new  ac- 
complishment :  for  nobody  applauds  the  overgrown  school-boy  for  being 
able  to  read,  nor  the  badielor  of  arts  that  he  can  cMiatnie  Virgil,  because  it 
would  be  needless  after  habit  has  rendered  the  [»w;tice  ea»y,  and  the  uses 
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of  it  ara  diivemed.  SottuttapftlsuMisiioDiDre  than  ui  expedient  to  sopplf 
the  want  of  dwcerament  in  yoath,  and  nJM  an-  artificial  desire  of  those  a^ 
tainmeata  whose  advantages  are  yet  unieen :  and  whoever  cannot  act  all 
bia  life  withoat  auch  iastigatian,  nor  discern  the  intrinnc  value  and  excel- 
lence of  what  he  ought  to  do,  continues  a  child  all  his  life,  withoat  ever 
having  his  judgment  ripened  to  the  full  raUurity  of  manhood. 

But  if  there  be  abiUty  tn  perform  extenwve  eervices,  it  ia  sot  in  mortal 
man  to  go  through'  all  the  taboore  and  diffieultiee  reqaisite  bir  accompliahing 
them  by  the  imn  strength  of  public  spirit,  for  we  bare  not  eoough  of  this 
vivi^iitg  IHJiK»ple  in  our  nature :  bo  we  must  sai^y  the  plaee  with  an  ardooi 
for  excelling,  or  shell  never  efiect  the  good  ia  onr  power.  Very  true,  this 
J  admit  witbont  heailAtioD ;  but  then  the  filthy  load  of  indolenoe  and  eetfish- 
ness  that  burdeoa  as,  is  bb  infirmity  of  our  cooatitatioD,  and  the  diadmrging 
it  by  such  way  as  we  can,  must  be  r^;Brded  ae  a  neceatity  of  nature,  wbi^ 
is  certainly  right  to  be  complied  with,  but  Barely  no  matter  of  boasting. 
One  might  like  better  to  have  no  oecestities  of  nature,  bnt  this  ia  not  in  onr 
power,  therefore  I  am  not  aahamed  of  having  them,  becaoie  I  cannot  keep 
my  body  in  health  without  them  :  yet  I  ahoulid  never  think  of  bragging  that 
I  went  across  the  yard  r^ularly,  nor  making  that  a  topic  of  panegyric  npon 
anybody.  It  may  be  proper  for  jockeys  and  nmning  footmen  to  keep  them- 
selves spare  and  light  by  cathartics,  and  if  their  j^xrfegaion  demands  such 
regimen,  I  cannot  blame  them  for  practising  it.  So  if  Alexander  and  Cxsar 
could  never  be  easy  off  the  stool,  I  wot^  not  deny  then  that  needful 
ntensil,  so  long  as  their  way  of  life  and  inoOawtt  hurry  of  enterprise  re- 
quired a  mind  perpetually  alert,  and  they  laboured  under  a  paralytic  insen- 
sibility to  public  good  and  intnnsio  exc^«aoe.  not  to  be  removed  without 
continual  evacuation :  neverthdeas,  it  might  have  become  them  better  to 
have  concealed  both  their  infirmity,  and  method  of  discharging  it  from  all, 
than  expect  upon  these  accounts  to  be  made  the  subjects  of  adomtion. 

18.  But  this  lax  habit,  howmDofa  soever  allowable  wh»^  there  is  a  long 
career  of  public  service  which  cwnot  be  nm  through  withoat  it,  little  de- 
aervea  our  recommendation  for  the  benefit  of  the  patient  himself;  it  may 
soothe  his  fency  for  the  present,  as  1  have  met  with  some  peO[^  who  pro- 
feaa  to  find  vast'amoseiBeHt  in  the  meditations  of  a  water-doset,  bnt  when 
once  grown  inveterate,  there  ia  no  stopping  it  until  it  has  worried  him  off  hia 
I^s  and  proved  fatal  at  last.  Yoar  perpetual  rhnbarb-ohewers  of  nmity 
get  a  canine  appetite  which  the  moat  luxurtoos  sacceaa  cannot  satisfy :  they 
never  leave  running  from  one  spleaidid  folly  to  another,  till  they  destroy 
themselvea.  If  Persia  be  subdued,  onr  hero-emnt  must  seek  adventurea  at 
the  Ganges :  if  the  army  mutiny  againBt  being  carried  out  of  the  known, 
world,  he  must  lead  them  over  the  Egyptian  deaerts  to  force  an  adoption 
from  Ammonia  Jove  ;  if  Do  further  conqoeets  remain,  he  must  outbrave  the 
elements,  and  defy  the  chilling  power  of  Cydnns  to  do  its  worst  npon  his 
constitution :  if  strength  of  nature,  or  fortone,  kinder  than  he  deserved, 
carry  him  safe  throogh  this  imminent  danger  too,  the  young  Ammon  hav- 
ing nothing  left  to  surpass  on  eaxth  will  needs  aurpasa  his  brother  Bacchus, 
in  the  godlike  attribute  of  drinking,  so  he  gwallowe  the  grand  Harcnlean 
cup  again  aod  again,  until  at  last  he  succeeds  in  washing  life  away. 

Nor  let  the  potent  flatter  tlramselvee  that  this  thirst  of  glory  ia  pecnltar  to 
them,  for  it  is  to  be  foond  among  fiddlers  and  sonnet-maken  ;  nnd  multi- 
tudea,  who  have  no  proapect  of  ever  rising  to  fame  or  power,  yet  indulge 
ihemselves  in  vain  imaginations  directing,  chastising,  goTerning,  and  ex- 
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ercuiog  powen  they  hnve  not :  to  which  perhaps  the  study  of  romsnces  and 
novels  may  have  not  a  little  contributed,  by  leading  the  peraona  converuot 
in  them  to  fancy  themselves  actora  in  scenes  similar  to  what  they  have  seen 
described.  I'his  htunour  endangen  the  like  consequences  as  ambition^ 
thODgfa  in  n  lower  degree ;  for  onr  ideas  being  apt  to  nm  spontaneouily  in 
the  trains  whereto  th^  have  been  aociutomed,  there  is  «  great  hazard  that 
some  parts  of  the  character  asBumed  in  reverie  will  slip'  unawares  intt)  the 
conduct  in  real  life,  which  may  occasion  great  imprnprietiea  of  action  and 
grievons  inconveniences.  For  the  like  reason,  it  is  a  very  pemidona, 
tiiongh  too  common  effect  of  parental  fondness,  to  breed  np  children  with  a 
notion  of  their  extraordinary  parts  and  accomplishment,  or  any  other  un- 
paralleled external  or  bodily  advantage :  for  being  taught  to  look  upon 
themselves  as  superior  to  everything  else,  they  will  naturally  despiM  what 
is  suitable  to  their  talents  and  situation,  drive  at  things  improper  or  impoe- 
sifale,  gain  a  general  ill-will,  and  perhaps  nm  themselves  into  broils  I^ 
claiming  a  respect  and  deference  not  belonging  to  them. 

19.  If  we  examine  how  we  come  by  this  passion  for  excelling,  it  will  give 
ns  no  very  Envoarable  opinion  of  it ;  some  may  suppose  it  innate  in  great 
souls,  and  so  many  otiwr  sentiments  have  been  supposed  innate,  bemuse 
ndther  the  tune  nor  the  methods  are  remembered  in  which  they  were  intro- 
duced. Bat  natore  gives  ub  none  other  propensity  than  for  pleasure ;  so 
the  child  can  be  easy  and  pleased  itself,  it  carea  not  and  observes  not  what 
happens  to  other  people ;  and  some  little  femiliarity  with  objects  gained  by 
a  course  of  time,  muet  be  aUowed  to  give  the  knack  of  comparing,  and  dis- 
cerning its  superiority  above  other  children.  How  then  is  this  most  usually 
acquired  ?  not  by  rational  discovery,  not  by  maturity  of  experience,  nor  the 
documents  of  prudent  instructers,  but  by  the  nurse,  the  servants,  or  the 
mother,  improved  by  daily  examples  of  othen  possessed  with  the  Uke  pas- 
sion,  and  perfected  by  the  acclamationa  of  the  mob,  or  interested  encomiums 
of  flatterers.  Everybody  says  it  is  a  fine  thing  to  shine  in  comparison  ;  it 
pleases  because  it  pleases,  for  other  reason  they  will  give  none :  If  yoa  pre- 
tend to  doubt  of  it,  they  wonder  you  can  doubt,  and  answer  vrith  exclama- 
tions at  your  pecotiarity. 

Nor  can  other  good  reason  for  self- valuation  be  found,  unless  that  it  urges 
b>  strive  in  the  attainment  or  performance  of  things  useful  or  excellent : 
therefore  so  far  as  it  answers  this  purpose  it  is  justifiable,  but  no  further; 
and  this  nde  may  ascertsin  both  the  measure  and  the  objects  whereon  it 
ought  to  be  placed.  But  it  carries  nothing  intrinsic  independent  on  that 
service  to  recommend  it,  not  even  the  privilege  of  being  uncommon,  as  Ibose 
who  are  most  vain  of  it  fondly  persuade  themselves ;  for  nothing  is  more 
common  or  vulgar  than  the  d^tre  of  excelling:  the  Roman  mob  had  it  at 
well  as  Cttear ;  and  that  was  the  reason  they  admired  his  grandeur,  becauss 
they  thought  it  a  charming  thing  to  possess.  Every  one  of  them  would 
have  been  overjoyed  to  have  been  Emperor,  but  he  alone  had  the  means 
afforded  him  of  gratifying  his  desire  :  so  the  difference,  so  much  vaunted 
of,  was  none  other  than  between  a  man  whose  appetite  lies  quiet  because  be 
has  no  victuals,  and  another  in  whom  the  cravings  are  doubled  by  the  sight 
of  dainties  lying  within  his  reach.  But  the  means  of  gratification  he  had 
no  title  to  value  himself  upon,  they  being  extraneous  to  himself,  the  gifts 
or  rather  the  loans  of  nature  and  fortune,  not  the  property  of  the  possessor. 

For  we  have  found  no  reason  in  the  course  of  our  inquiries  to  imagine  a 
difierence  in  the  spiritual  substances  of  men,  which  are  themsrives,  every- 
thing corporeal  being  adventitious  and  inseparable  from  them :  but  they  are 


by  Google 


VANITY.  f+ff 

all  eqnany  capable  of  receiving  whatever  perceptions  are  impressed  upon 
tbem,  and  moving  whatever  material  particle  comes  within  the  sphere  of 
their  activity :  so  their  powers  of  perception  and  action  depend  npon  the  con- 
figuration or  present  state  of  their  bodily  machine  and  mental  organization. 

Bat  if  this  be  too  dry  and  abetruse  argumentation  for  the  master  of  the 
world,  let  us  ask  whether  it  was  his  own  exploit  that  he  was  bora  in  impe- 
rial Rome,  of  a  patrician  family,  and  name  which  the  heralds  could  derive 
from  the  Trojan  IdIub,  instead  of  being  the  son  of  Alphenus,  the  shrewd- 
working  cobbler.  Mr.  Waller  thinks.  Great  Julius  in  the  mountains  bred, 
perhaps  some  flock  or  herd  had  led  :  Uie  world's  sole  ruler  might  have  been 
but  the  best  wrestler  on  the  green.  But  then  nature  must  have  furnished 
him  with  a  stoat  nimble  pair  of  l^s,  or  he  would  have  hardly  aspired  to 
throw  all  his  brother  bnmpkins.  Nor  was  birth  and  bodily  activity  enough 
without  an  exquisite  texture  of  brain  enabling  him  to  call  all  the  Roman 
citizens  by  namef  and  dictate  to  three  amanuenses  together.  And  yet  with 
all  these  bounties  of  nature  to  befriend  tum,  he  might  have  lost  all  tiie  fruits 
of  them  by  want  of  proper  tendance  in  his  (Itildhood ;  a  little  negligence  of 
his  nurse  might  have  mode  him  ricketty,  an  unlucky  bump  upon  the  head 
rendered  him  stapid,  or  idle  tales  of  Fauns,  Satyrs,  Leinures,  or  Divina- 
tions, filled  him  with  superstition  so  as  to  become  weakly,  hippisb,  and 
pusillanimons  ever  after.  Neither,  without  the  violent  strugKles  between 
the  nobles  and  populace,  would  he  have  any  encouragement  to  think  of  over- 
topping his  compatriots.  Had  any  of  these  circnmstances  follen  out  amiss, 
we  may  presume  he  would  have  had  little  chare  of  that  noble  spirit  of 
ambition,  wbidi  made  him  prefer  bdng  the  first  man  in  a  village  before  the 
second  at  Rome. 

20.  It  is  a  trite  observation  that  the  silliest  people  are  the  vainest,  and 
if  snch  chance  to  be  placed  in  high  fortunes,  which  make  them  the  admira- 
tion of  he  generality,  they  are  excusable  from  their  imbecility  to  resist  the 
force  of  sympathy:  but  that  persona  of  large  understandings  and  strong 
natural  parts  should  be  driven  along  by  the  torrent,  seems  out  of  character ; 
that  those  who  pretend  always  to  lead,  never  to  follow,  should  not  follow 
implicitiy  the  superficial  notions  of  a  popslace,  should  take  their  ruling 
principle  from  the  babblinga  of  a  nursery,  be  deluded  by  the  current  forms 
of  vulgar  language  to  judge  of  things  by  comparison,  may  be  thought  matter 
of  astonidunent.  Such,  of  all  men,  ought  best  to  know  the  grounds  of 
their  own  sentiments,  to  choose  their  persuaeione,  and  form  their  estimation 
for  themselves  independently  on  popular  bias.  If  they  perceive  themselves 
unable  to  run  briskly  enough  in  the  career  they  have  found  intrinsically 
laudable  as  being  intrinsically  beneficial,  without  the  aid  of  vanity,  they 
hiive  reason  to  be  mortified  at  their  inabihty  rendering  the  assistance  of 
»uch  a  dangerous  auxiliary  needful,  but  none  to  kt  it  gain  upon  them  a  hair's 
breadth  further  than  that  necessity  requires.  For  vanity  is  a  passion,  and 
the  passions,  though  sometimes  excellent  servants,  always  prove  bed  masters. 

It  has  been  shown  in  the  Chapter  on  FreewiU,  that  we  are  guided  in  all 
our  motions  with  as  unerring  certainty  us  the  best-managed  horse  :  we  dc 
not  always  know  which  way  our  rider  will  make  us  take  at  the  very  next 
turning  just  before  ns,  much  less  at  miles'  distance.  Our  appetites  and 
passions  are  the  spurs  and  bridles  that  govern  us,  by  which  we  are  made  to 
walk  or  gallop,  to  amble  or  curvet,  to  toil  against  the  steepy  hill,  or  rnsh 
down  the  dangerous  predpioe,  to  take  the  adventurous  leaps  of  folly,  or 
plunge  into  the  sloughs  of  vice,  lliese  are  the  impediments  abridging  our 
freedom,  and  stirring  iq)  that  contrariety  of  Wills  within  us,  which,  when* 
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ererira  foel  a  wint  of  Uberty,  <ms  the  oixaabn  of  onr  thnldom.  Norcao 
we  be  cerUin  whoee  dominioa  we  lie  imiaediHtdy  under ;  it  ia  not  impoe- 
sible  there  may  be  sabordinale  ganraan,  anittuu  of  a  higher  ipeaee,  who 
Bove  tbeiT  uset  upon  na  u  we  do  with  beasta  of  dnnght  and  burden  ;  this 
impeachee  not  the  govemment  of  ProrideDee,  whose  tniivmml  plan  eotn- 
priMt  all  degrees  of  Mibordination,  adjoitiDg  them  leverally  to  the  general 
deeign. 

What  though  a  iparrow  lies  at  the  mercy  of  soma  nnlacky  boy  that  h» 
gotten  a  string  ebont  its  leg  still  we  know  both  from  reason  and  Scripture, 
that  it  fidleth  not  to  the  ground  without  our  heavenly  Father.  Yet  nobody 
would  wish  to  be  in  the  condition  of  the  spwrow  with  his  Ic^  in  a  string, 
nor  fiiU  under  the  thraldom  of  any  creatore.  The  evils  permitted  by 
Heaven,  though  designed  to  work  out  some  greater  good,  nevertheless  are 
always  grievous  in  some  port  of  thdr  operation :  how  mn^  soever  they 
may  tickle  the  fancy  at  first,  the  wise  man  will  see  this  is  only  a  bait  to 
tempttheheedlessgndgeon,  and  will  strive  to  avoid  them  whenever  he  can. 

Among  those  evils,  vanity  oaght  to  be  counted  one,  as  containing  no 
solid  sniMtanoe  to  create  an  intrinsic  vnlue,  or  give  it  title  to  be  deno- 
minated a  good  :  it  has  none  other  ground  than  the  delunon  of  en  imaginary 
propriety  in  what  are  really  the  goods  of  nature  or  fortune  deposited  in  our 
keeping.  So  that  the  best  famished  stand  in  no  betto'  case  thm  the  ass 
in  Uie  fMe  carrying  the  image  of  Cybele ;  the  o^>ening  crowd  fyi  prostrate 
on  eidicT  side  as  he  passes,  but  their  adoration  is  paid  to  the  Goddess  not 
to  the  beast,  who  would  sell  for  no  more  at  a  fair  than  his  brother  Long- 
ear,  carrying  two  bnndles  of  rags  with  a  gipsy  brat  in  eat^  of  them.  Bnt 
alas !  we  poor  strutting  mortals  are  not  such  persons  of  consequence  as 
Cyfode's  asa  ;  we  none  of  us  carry  the  whole  Goddess  fully  dreraed  in  all 
her  got^eoos  robes  end  precious  symbols ;  we  creep  in  long  procession  one 
behind  another,  each  bearing  something  frum  tiie  sacristy. 

The  great  and  potent  carry  her  crown  embattled  with  turrets ;  the  rich 
and  (qmlent  carry  the  gold  and  silver  vessels  for  the  sacrifices ;  the  msgni- 
ficent  abd  elegant  her  nice-wrought  robes  and  needle-pointed  vestments; 
the  beautiful  and  witty  her  fiowm,  embetlishments,  and  perfumes ;  even 
the  dancing-master,  the  milliner,  the  FVench  friseur,  and  Italian  singer, 
have  gotten  a  rag  of  Cybele  powerful  enough  to  draw  transports  of  admira- 
tion from  connoisseurs.  Those  laden  with  useful  knowledge  or  accotn* 
plishment  cury  some  of  the  moat  valuaUe  trf  her  jewels ;  yet  still  they  are 
her's,  not  the  beast's  that  bears  them ;  nor  do  they  draw  mneh  admiration  by 
their  own  lustre,  nnlese  set  off  with  a  multitude  of  folse  sparks  and  a  deal 
of  eilver  flourishing  after  the  modem  taste.  Virtue  itaelf  ia  but  an  inner 
garment,  the  Sue  Unen  kerchief  worn  nearest  the  bosom  of  the  Goddess : 
for  though  we  mast  acquire  it  for  awselves,  yet  the  abilities,  the  opportu- 
nities, the  indnceraents  previous  to  the  aoqaisition,  were  of  foreign  growth 
imported  hi^er  from  celestial  regfone. 

U.  TThib  we  see  how  little  reason  thae  is  to  Valne  oursdves  upon  any- 
thing we  possess,  whether  ertemal,  bodily,  or  mental  advantage,  whether 
aoddental,  or  the  jiroAme  of  our  own  industry ;  for  we  da  not  possess  in 
[Hvperty  bnt  Only  as  asufructuaries,  and  we  know  the  lading  will  be  taken 
off  our  backs,  if  not  aooiter.  yet  at  the  end  of  oar  Jonmey  through  Kfie ;  but 
for  what  new  diwge  tiuU  be  entrusMd  with  us  for  our  next  journey,  we 
depend  npon  the  bounty  and  merciful  kindness  of  Heaven.  And  this  may 
account  for  the  distribution  of  apj^anae  being  made  among  persons  so  dis- 
proportionately to  the  real  valite  oT  their  endowments  and  actions ;  because 


by  Google 


VANITY.  151 

upon  thb  score  they  merit  none,  but  solely  for  the  soke  of  the  good  effects 
expected  to  ensue  opon  bestowing  it.  Ilerefbre  praise  and  reward  are 
moBt  discreetly  applied  to  the  novice,  the  giddy,  the  shallow,  and  the  selfish, 
who  have  none  other  motive  to  bestir  thcmselveti  in  a  good  course ;  for 
where  a  man  has  no  sense  of  his  doty,  you  mnst  bribe  him  to  it  if  yon  will 
have  it  done :  but  whoever  pretends  to  bbonr  in  pursuit  of  virtue  or  moral 
science,  has  least  reason  of  any  to  repiiw  at  missing  his  diare,  because  to 
him  least  of  any  it  is  either  needihl  or  safe,  bnt  mndi  of  it  would  vitiate  his 
virtue,  and  turn  his  ardour  for  knowledge  into  mere  pretence,  deceiving  even 
himself. 

For  virtue  loses  her  essence,  becoming  self-interest,  when  the  eye  fixes 
constantly  upon  the  gntificatian  or  profit  beyond ;  and  when  the  credit  of 
malung  discoveries  comes  to  be  the  object  in  view  during  the  investigation, 
it  hangs  like  a'  dead  weight  upon  the  judgment,  warping  away  the  thought 
insensibly  from  what  is  just  and  solid,  to  what  is  specious'  and  glittering, 
llierefore  there  is  no  prudence  in  sobering  a  humour  of  vanity  to  hold  up 
this  object  before  us ;  for  if  it  cany  ns  hster  than  we  could  go  without,  it 
carries  us  like  a  runaway  horee,  so  much  wider  out  of  our  way.  Nor  need 
we  solicit  ourselves  either  for  self-complacence  or  commendation  from 
others ;  for  provided  we  take  care  to  shape  our  conduct  aright,  so  much  of 
either  as  can  turn  into  wholesome  noDrishmmt  will  drop  into  our  months 
without  our  seeking. 

S3.  I  have  now  done  my  best  to  know  this  airen  Vanity,  as  the  most 
likely  means  to  escape  it,  for  forewarned  fbreanned.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  turn  it  inude  ont,  to  discover  its  emptiness,  to  lay  open  its  ugliness,  and 
ruse  a  disgust  at  the  foulness  it  is  found  to  contain  when  divested  c^  its 
coverings ;  for  it  is  the  reproach  of  human  natnre,  ft  breeds  like  vermin 
in  the  cormptions  and  infinnities  of  our  eonstitntions,  it  is  an  epidemical 
disease  spreading  tike  the  pestilence ;  for  tlu  trifling  worid  aroimd  us  so 
fills  the  air  witii  infection,  as  the  London  smoke  does  with  blache,  that  we 
can  neither  keep  ourselves  nor  onr  fomiture  tolerably  dean  without  con- 
tinual washings  and  scrubbings.  It  is  such  a  dissembler  there  is  no  getting 
rid  of  it  entirely ;  when  you  go  to  hunt  it  down  most  eagerly  it  will  follow 
close  at  your  elbow,  mingling  among  your  train,  like  an  accomplice  of  a 
pickpocket,  who  joins  in  with  the  crowd  as  one  of  the  pursuers.  For  a  man 
may  be  vain  of  bis  exemption  from  the  vanitieB  he  sees  in  another,  or  more 
vain  of  his  having  no  vanity  at  all  himself ;  when  once  he  begins  to  say  in 
his  own  mind,  nobody'has  leas  vanity  than  I,  he  has  more  than  he  knows 
pf,  for  aU  advantageous  comparison  foments  it.  One  would  think  the  con- 
templation of  our  own  follies  and  fond  imaginations  dronld  be  the  surest 
redpe  to  mculify  it :  but  sometimes  the  contrary  blls  oat  by  our  growing 
vain  in  the  comparison  of  onr  former  with  our  present  sdves.  We  may 
take  i^eaenre  in  abusing  our  natu  re  to  exaggerate  onr  cwrecti^s  of  it,  in 
example  of  the  greatest  sages  of  antiquity,  wbo  have  performed  wonders 
that  way  :  puffed  up  wi^  the  conceit  of  how  maeh  we  should  cheat 
Zopyrus  the  physiognomist,  and  how  onr  friends  who  know  us  would  laugh 
as  heartily  at  him  as  Alcibiades  did,  if  he  were  here  to  try  his  dciU  upon  our 
features. 

Therefore  it  is  the  emptiest  of  all  .vanities  to  fancy  ourselves  utteriy  void 
of  it ;  this  lulls  us  into  a  security  that  leaves  open  the  door  for  many  others 
to  intrude ;  it  were  better  to  possess  our  roinde  with  the  imposeibility  of 
escaping  perfectly,  and  then  we  shall  stand  more  upon  our  guard  against 
treachery  within,  wliieh  would  let  in  new  enemies  upon  us.     I  think  I  may 
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ansvei  for  the  benefit  of  this  preposBCuion  and  consequent  attention  apon 
experience,  having  every  now  and  then  perceived  some  Inrlijng  vanity 
stealing  slily  in  thrungh  cranniea  where  one  would  least  expect  it,  which 
convinces  me  there  are  trutors  within,  though  I  cannot  jet  &id  them  out. 
All  one  can  do  with  reapect  to  the  poison  unexpelled,  is  to  disperse  it  npon 
the  skin,  aa  phjeicians  draw  a  gout  they  cannot  cure,  away  ftvm  the  nobler 
parts.  So  taking  for  granted  I  must  have  some  fund  of  vanity  in  my  compo- 
sition as  well  as  other  folks,  it  is  better  to  let  it  evaporate  in  odd  thoughts,  quaint 
exprescioos,  sparkling  similies,  and  long-spun  tdlegories,  than  work  into  the 
sinews  and  marrow  of  argumentation.  Perhaps  there  may  be  no  hurt  in 
aprinkling  sometbing  that  will  startle  and  rouse  (be  Reader  when  beginning 
to  nod  over  a  dry  subject ;  and  if  he  have  a  spice  of  the  common  malady 
himself,  he  will  feel  a  soothing  pleasure  in  reflecting  how  moch  more 
gravdy  and  decently  he  could  have  managed  the  same  topics. 

But  in  all  serious  inquiries  it  will  prove  a  most  dangerous  enemy,  crest- 
ing  en  interest  in  some  particular  issue,  before  it  is  seen  which  way  our 
premises  will  natanilly  lead,  and  so  employing  renson  in  the  servile  task 
of  maintaining  a  point,  rather  than  its  proper  office  of  discovmng  ■  troth. 

Therefore  I  must  endeavour  to  guard  against  this  invader  of  Vber^  as 
well  aa  all  others,  proceeding  with  a  becoming  courage  and  vigilant  circum- 
spection, not  overawed  by  great  authorities,  nor  frighted  by  tetrors  of 
criticism,  yet  keeping  a  reverence  fisr  received  opinions  and  just  deference 
for  the  judgment  of  others,  bold,  not  am^ant,  in  delivering  my  thoughts, 
not  pretending  to  dictate,  but  offering  for  consideration,  cautious  of  giving 
offence,  tomine  things  to  examine  them  on  all  sides  before  they  go  from 
me,  and  regar^iil  of  consequences,  sedulous  to  do  my  best,  but  content  if 
that  best  shall  prove  but  little,  not  having  the  vanity  to  disdain  small  ser- 
vices or  eVen  imperfect  hints  where  I  can  do  no  better.  Under  the  conduct 
of  these  guides  I  purpose  to  issue  forth  on  my  progress  with  «  rtaolntion, 
for  I  can  but  resolve,  not  undertake,  to  preserve  a  sober  decent  freedom 
throughout,  with  a  perfect  indifference  to  everything  be«de  trdth,  use,  and 
reconcilement. 
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As  bard  as  I  have  been  upon  vanity  in  all  its  branches  tbrou^iout  the 
preceding  pages,  I  am  fer  from  condemning  a  just  regard  to  reputation : 
for  this  wiU  prove  a  sanction  to  a  man's  own  judgment  of  that  rectitude 
which  he  makes  the  rale  of  Ins  CMidnct,  and  gain  him  that  willingness  to 
receive  his  assistance  witiiont  which  his  labours  can  be  of  very  little  benefit 
to  anybody  bendes  himself.  Therefore,  before  I  proceed  further,  I  must 
guard  agamst  what  is  most  apt  to  do  injury  to  die  credit  of  a  work,  the 
expectation  of  greater  matters  to  be  contained  in  it  than  were  intended. 
If  the  Reader  be  kindly  disposed,  he  will  reduce  his  expectations  so  low,  as 
but  just  enough  to  leave  him  a  cmiouty  of  listening  to  me :  should  be  after- 
wards  by  great  chance  find  more  than  he  expected,  the  disappointment  will 
hurt  ndtber  <rf  us  i  whereas  a  disappointment  the  contrary  way  might  do 
him  a  displeasure,  and  me  a  discredit,  we  do  not  either  of  us  deserve. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  imagined  frtHU  some  former  passages  and  from  the 


by  Google 


THINGS  ABOVE  REASON.  153 

great  pnpantiom  made  to  fit  myidf  for  sodi  an  enterpriae,  that  I  am  going 
to  make  a  perfect  recoacOement  between  revealed  BeligioQ  and  natoral,  in  all 
their  Inranchee.  I  iboald  be  glad  to  do  so  nracfa,  and  I  believe  it  poanble 
to  be  doae,  provided  both  be  taken  in  their  genuine  purity,  stripped  of  all 
the  disgoieements,  and  fordgn  mixtures  cast  npon  them  by  unwary  or  ill* 
deiigmng  persons :  but  the  UA.  exoeeds  my  skill  and  abilities.  However,  I 
mean  to  do  the  best  I  can  towards  it,  which  yet  I  did  not  think  myself 
likely  to  do  without  cautious  preparation.  So  my  own  abilities  most  be  the 
acauty  limits  to  determine  the  choice  of  my  subjects :  I  shall  take  such  only 
in  hand  npon  which  I  seem  Ukely  to  offer  something  pertinent  to  the  main 
purpose,  leaving  all  the  rest  to  more  masterly  performers :  well  satisfied  if 
I  can  effect  the  reconcilement  in  some  few  points  where  it  has  been  com- 
monly thought  desperate,  and  not  without  hopes  of  doing  something  that 
way  which  may  encourage  abler  workmen  to  make  larger  advances  upon 
the  same  design,  lliis  attempt  1  hare  all  along  had  in  view  from  the  very 
first,  and  have  dropped  b  hhit  of  it  in  ^  57  of  the  Vision  under  figure 
of  GellioB*  interline^aooB,  the  traces  whereof  I  am  now  beginning  to 
recover. 

I  mnst  denre  likewise  it  may  be  remembered  that  my  course  haa  lain  aD 
along  witlun  the  precincts  of  human  reason,  nor  do  I  mean  to  pasa  the  bar- 
riers now,  for  fear  of  wandering  out  trf  my  knowledge :  therefore  shall  not 
meddle  with  the  external  evidences,  as  belmtging  to  another  science  I  am 
not  vened  in.  lliere  are  able  champions  enough  among  the  divines  to  handle 
ttiese  weapons,  to  examine  their  just  weight,  to  poise  and  point  them  rightly 
■gtunst  this  gainsayer :  too  many  to  ned  my  feeble  assistance,  who  might 
(Aly  stand  in  their  way  by  my  nnskilfol  management.  So  I  shall  confine 
mysdf  to  such  of  the  doctrines  and  duties  on  both  sides  whereof  I  can  find 
a  natural,  unforced  explanation,  which  may  render  them  compatible,  or 
•cnnetimes  corroborative  of  one  another,  so  that  instead  of  being  detached 
seemingly  discordant  tenets,  they  may  grow  into  one  compact  body,  having 
a  connection  and  vital  circulation  running  throughout  the  whole. 

3.  Hie  first  object  most  expedient  to  begin  oar  trial  upon  seems  to 
be  the  ascertaining  the  proper  province  and  jurisdiction  of  Reason;  for 
here  the  parties  usually  become  litigants  on  setting  ont :  and  till  they  can 
be  brought  to  some  agreement  npon  this  point  there  is  little  hopes  of 
ttnTelliur  amicably  in  any  other  part  of  their  joomey.  Tlie  Believer  is 
perpettttuly  warning  men  to  beware  ot  reason  as  a  blind  feUacious  guide, 
exhorting  them  to  submit  their  reason  to  futh,  to  believe  things  their 
onderstanding  cannot  fathom :  nay,  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  insist  that 
we  see  all  things  in  God  by  the  eye  of  foitb,  and  that  our  natural  Acuities 
discover  nothing  to  ns  with  a  cotainty  to  be  depended  upon.  The  Ra- 
tionalist will  admit  nothing  of  all  this,  for  he  maintains  that  reason  is  the 
only  hcdty  wa  have  to  help  ourselves  with,  therefore  if  we  discard  this 
guide,  we  must  grope  in  the  daili  vrithont  any  guide  at  all :  nay,  insists 
that  no  man  can  help  following  it  whatever  he  may  foncy  to  the  contrary, 
for  whoever  takes  things  iqion  the  credit  of  another  does  h  upon  conviction 
of  the  other's  knowlec^  and  veracity,  vrithont  which  he  would  not  heed 
faim.  Thus  for  we  most  acknowledge  him  in  the  right,  and  so  he  possibly 
may  be  without  his  antagonist  being  altogether  in  the  wrong,  if  the  latter 
have  a  different  idea  of  reason :  for  while  there  remiuns  a  variance  m  this 
particular  not  taken  notice  of,  they  will  only  [day  at  cross  purposes,  and 
may  dispute  f(^  ever  without  any  efiect ;  tlKrd<»e  it  seems  advisable  to 
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endeavour  settHng  clearly  what  are  our  ideas  of  reason,  before  we  go  oa 
to  ooDsider  what  it  wiU  do. 

Reason  in  its  fdUeet  extent  ccanprelieads  every  inlet  whereby  light  can 
break  in  npoa  nt,  the  jodgment  of  the  senses,  the  learning  received  by 
instniction,  inveatigaiioas  of  our  undentanding,  and  the  conclueioos  left  in 
onr  mind  tiiereby:  md  is  synonymons  with  atsmo  or  ditcenuuent,  by  which 
we  estimate  the  reality  of  any  appearance  or  truth  of  any  proposition,  n^- 
gested.  In  thin  comprehensive  latitude  it  most  be  taken  when  we  pro< 
nonnoe  it  the  sole  fecuhy  we  have  to  help  oorsetves  with,  which  were  not 
tme  if  e^H^en  of  any  particular  means  of  knowledge  exclusive  of  the  rest. 
But  we  often  distinguish  between  reason  and  appearajoce,  reason  and  in- 
formation, reason  and  experience,  reason  and  authority,  which  are  considered 
aa  so  many  distinct  sources  from  whence  knowledge  may  be  derived ;  for 
what  we  are  told  and  what  we  have  seen  we  do  not  disooTer  by  reason, 
which  need  only  be  employed  when  other  means  are  wanting  or  unsatis- 
factory: and  in  some  anch  restrained  seme  the  term  most  be  luiderstood  by 
whoever  talks  of  submitting  reason  to  another  gnide. 

But  I  cannot  help  obeerviog,  there  seems  a  little  inconsistency  in  the  pro- 
oednre  of  bodi  parties :  for  the  man  who-would  p^nade  Mwther  to  give  up 
faia  reasoD  pKes  him  with  argumoits  to  enforce  bis  mira«le8,  prophecies, 
and  otlier  eridences,  wherein  he  appeals  to  that  very  reason  he  so  totally 
decries.  On  the  Uher  hand,  he  that  insists  upon  reason  being  tbe  sole 
faculty,  which  no  man  can  help  fi^owing  if  he  woukL  has  no  ground  to 
charge  another  with  oasting  aside  his  reason,  which  ia  not  poeaihle  for  bin 
to  do :  for  the  ^mnish  vilkger  sees  no  reason  to  distrust  his  oonfeMor  in 
anything  told  him,  co  foUowe  the  &cnlty  he  has  as  steadily  as  the  moat 
enlightened  1^-thinker, 

3.  l^erefore  reason,  to  be  made  tbe  subject  v£  a  disrate,  moM  import 
•osaething  that  is  not  the  sole  principle  of  assent,  but  ci^aUe  of  being  de- 
berted  for  some  other  guidance,  and  we  must  seek  for  some  more  deter- 
minate idea  of  it  tluu  is  ordinarily  to  be  found  among  disputants.  And  if 
"we  attend  to  the  language  of  mai^ind,  1  think  it  will  be  found,  that  reason 
denotes  that  set  of  principles  or  judgments  stored  in  tbe  mind  from  experi- 
ence or  other  touroes :  for  irticn  we  say  a  thing  stands  to  reason,  or  is 
discordant  from  it,  we  mean  thereby  that  it  coim^iee  or  disagrees  with  the 
notions  we  have  already  entolained.  Now  wwe  w»  masters  of  matbM>a< 
tical  certainty,  oar  present  judgment*  would  be  an  in&Uible  teat  to  try  all 
other  evidences  by,  according  as  we  pcfveive  them  repugnant  or  reconcilable 
thereto :  but  this  not  bemg  the  case,  it  would  be  Ae  moat  onrsasonaUe 
&ing  in  the  world  to  resolve  againsfever  departing  from  our  present  judg- 
ment upon  any  evidence  whatever,  or  to  do  it  nnlcas  the  new  evidence 
oveiWance  the  old. 

Thus  ht  we  may  go  without  offence  to  dther  side :  bat  snbmitting  im- 
plies eometbing  more  than  barely  balancing  the  evidences;  it  carries  the 
idea  of  a  volmitary  act  to  take  off  wei^t  from  the  scale  of  present  opinion  i 
and  when  we  reflect  how  often  prejodioe  and  passion  slip  into  the  balance, 
we  AaH  Bce  the  eirpedience  of  snbmitting  our  reason  by  sednfeualy  lifting  out 
tiie  wdghts  th^  have 'cast  in.  On  the  other  hand,  tf  another  would  throw 
bis  pr^dices  and  passions  into  tbe  opposite  scale,  there  is  as  much  expe- 
dience in  resisting,  as  there  was  in  submitting  in  the  former  case.  1  shall 
not  enter  into  &e  contests  concerning  d>e  side  whoeon  the  prgudice  lies ; 
each  oj^ionent  constantly  diarging  it  upon  the  other :  it  is  enonglito  waiv 
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botlL  agiuBat  tba  danger  and  iil)rea«oiiid>leiie8S  of  raoWing  tititet  to  exact 
orWuee  siibmiuion  at  aQ  huarda;  let  tkem  bw  their  bc^  industry  ta  find 
oot  tha  proper  timea  for  either. 

Bat  it  ia  aaid  there  are-eome  prionides  ao  atroogly  confirmed  by  constant 
esperianoe,  that  though  they  iuive  not  raathematial  certainty,  they  carry 
ao  full  a  degree  of  aasurance,  as  no  weight  of  tcatimony  or  other  subseqoent 
evidence  can  overlwlaiice  withoat  aid  of  violent  iHt;iadiee  or  passion,  which 
is  the  circtunatance  making  reMCtnoee  expedient.  Now  I  cannot  ea«Iy 
adniit  that  we  may  be  bo  well  assured  of  any  princi[de  as  to  render  it  ab- 
aolutely  impossible  there  should  be  any  new  evidence  strong  oioogh  to 
overthrow  it  upon  a  dispaanonate  examination.  We  know  for  once  this 
role  fiuled,  when  the  Indian  king  discredited  all  the  Datchman  had  said 
before,  upon  bearing  him  assert,  that  in  Hcdland  (he  cold  vnu  so  intense 
as  to  make  the  Wats'  hard  enough  to  walk  upon :  for  if  we  can  scarce  be 
better  assured  of  anything  than,  he  waa  that  if  a  greater  degree  of  cold 
could  make  water  hard,  a  less  degree  must  propor^mably  stifien  and  »p- 
proacb  it  towards  bBrdneaa,  which  was  contrary  to  constant  experience. 

But  than  as  in  the  present  disputes  thore  is  no  room  to  e^ecc  such  ex- 
traordinary evidence  as  may  deserve  the  preference  to  aD  oar  <^  stores, 
but  they  are  carried  <hi  by  reaaonings  of  man  with  man,  upon  the  founda* 
tions  lying  open  in  common  to  all;  I  Me  no  canac  to  admit  exceptimis 
ag&inst  tlus  rule,  nor  expedience  even  of  listouag  to  the  proc&  odmd  t^ 
a  fellow-creature  in  support  of  a  point  directly  counter  to  1^  clearest  best- 
established  principles  of  reason,  unless  by  an  experimental  application -he 
can  produce  the  testimony  of  our  own  senses.  If  a  man  told  me  he  drank 
oat  a  bottle  yesterday  after  dinner,  I  might  take  kim  at  his  word,  because 
I  see  nothing  in  my  ideas  to  hinder  that  he  might  do  it :  but  if  he  added, 
that  as  soon  as  he  had  draiik  out  the  wine,  he  crqit  into  the  bottle  him- 
self, this  E^pears  so  discordant  to  my  cleareet  ooaoeptions,  that  I  should 
deem  it  superflaoas  to  let  him  call  for  witneaaes  to  attest  the  bet,  or  enter 
into  a  long  a^ameutation  to  prove  the  possibility  of  it.  I  should  cat  the 
matter  short  by  desiring  him  to  send  for  the  bottle,  and  if  he  would  le« 
UK  tee  him  creep  in  again,  I  would  engage  to  believe  he  bad  done  it 
yesterday. 

But  the  roirfortnne  is,  we  are  apt  to  nuatake  tiie  extant  vt  our  nile  by 
mistaking  that  of  our  reason :  the  stroi^  glare  of  oar  dearest  evidences 
makes  them  seem  to  cover  more  ground  than  they  really  do.  by  which 
means  we  are  led  sometunes  to  imagine  them  oontradictBd  in  matters 
whereof  they  are  wholly  silent.  Hence  comes  the  distinction  between 
things  contrary  to  reason,  and  things  above  reason,  that  is,  beyond  the 
limits  of  its  reach.  For  tare  none  will  be  bo  hardy  as  to  reqaire  assent 
against  reason  in  points  whereof  the  party  stands  in  a  sitnotion  to  jadge  for 
Iwnself :  nor  will  any  avow  his  resolution  to  refuse  all  other  Evidences, 
whcsi  he  has  no  rational  grounds  from  Ms  own  fund  to  dctsnnine  either 
way.  But  the  great  difficulty  lies  ui  asoeitaining  what  is  above,  and  what 
oontnuy  to,  reason :  there  are  peipetval  disputes  i^n  this  ffticie,  come 
looking  i^Hui  their  Bon-compi«hension  as  a  certain  v^A  of  tite  contmriety. 
while  others  woald  impose  the  moat  polpaUe  abewditia  HMtor  the  notion 
of  their  being  above  raasm.  Titt  vulgar  are  generally  too  creduloaa,  be- 
cause their  reason  being  narrow,  Uiere  is  little  room  to  contradict  it :  and 
the  learned  too  iadociUe,  because  having  extended  theirs  to  a  lai^r  field, 
titey  think  everything  a  contradictioQ  that  will  not  come  within  the 
sphere. 
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I  have  heard  it  remarked  that  pareons  and  lawyen  are  the  most  trouhle- 
eome  people  in  the  world  for  one  another  to  deal  with,  for  being  naed  to 
argamentation  and  rejoining,  they  will  take  nothing  upon  traat  withoat 
having  it  explained  to  their  estiBfaction ;  one  will  receive  none  of  your 
creeds  upon  Uie  authority  of  the  Church,  nnleai  you  trace  out  to  hitn  evwy 
link  of  the  connection  between  speculative  points,  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind ;  the  other  expects'  yon  to  show  what  foundation  there  is  in  jus- 
tice, that  if  a  man  has  ever  so  good  a  cause  and  sets  out  ever  so  clearly  in 
his  plea,  yet  if  he  happens  to  demur  by  averment,  when  he  should  have 
concluded  to  the  contrary,  judgment  shall  go  against  him.  And  if  they 
acquiesce  in  these  things  for  peace  sake,  yet  they  look  upon  them  as  empty 
forms  of  no  real  use,  imposed  only  to  amuse  the  vulgar,  and  give  an  im- 
portance to  the  persons  skilled  in  them.  But  in  all  trades,  professions, 
arts,  and  sciences  whatsoever,  there  is  something  of  mystery  understood  by 
the  respective  professor,  and  clearly  discerned  necessary  for  his  practice, 
but  extremely  hard  to  be  made  out  plain  enough  to  satisfy  the  reason  of  a 
stnuger. 

1  ^tiall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  certain  mark  by  which  things  above 
reason  may  be  distinguished  from  things  contrary  to  reason,  as  being  more 
than  I  can  undertake :  this  is  best  learned  by  that  most  useful  knowledge 
I  have  recommended  more  than  once  before  under  the  appellation  of  the 
science  of  ignorance.  That  there  moat  be  a  difierence,  stands  to  reason 
itself,  which  can  pass  no  judgment  concerning  things  above  it,  therefore 
they  can  have  no  contrariety  to  it,  for  a  witness  cannot  easily  be  contra- 
dicted in  points  whereon  he  deposes  nothing :  it  belongs  to  reason  to  judge 
of  the  external  evidence  ofiered  in  support  of  them,  hut  would  be  a  contra- 
diction in  terms  to  suppose  reason  capable  of  pronouncing  upon  a  previous 
contemplation  of  their  nature.  But  how  much  soever  men  adcnowledge  in 
general  the  limited  condition  of  their  understanding,  this  is  but  a  prof^ion 
in  form  to  gain  the  credit  of  modesty,  or  rather  they  think  themselves  sen- 
sible of  the  limitation  when  they  really  are  not :  for  you  seldom  find  them 
sensiUe  of  it  in  particular  instances.  Hiey  will  readily  enough  admit  an 
ignorance  of  external  objects,  because  this  may  proceed  ^m  want  of  ne- 
cessary information,  and  casta  no  slur  upon  their  capacity ;  but  ate  won- 
derfolly  backward  to  acknowledge  it  in  their  ideas  of  reflection ;  for  fear 
this  might  lessen  them  in  their  own  opinion  by  showing  a  want  of  strength 
in  their  Jaculties. 

5.  Nevertheless,  whoever  wiD  take  the  pains  to  reflect,  may  find  in- 
stances of  events  whoee  reality  he  cannot  doubt  of,  though  the  manner  of 
their  production  be  beyond  all  poscibihty  of  conception.  We  know  that  if 
two  Iwdies  lie  close  togetiier,  by  pushing  one  you  may  move  both,  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  conceived  how  the  hindmost  can  move  before  the  other  is  gone 
away  to  leave  a  space  for  it  to  move  into,  nor  how  the  foremost  can  move 
before  there  is  any  motion  in  the  other  to  impel  it.  Therefore  some  who 
were  unwilling  to  allow  anything  above  their  reason  denied  the  reality  of 
all  motion  whatever :  so  tluit  one  may  successively  tee  Paris,  London,  and 
Edinburgh,  without  stirring  an  inch  &om  one's  place.  We  move  our 
limbs  with  perfect  command  and  eslpertness,  without  knowing  any  circum- 
stance concerning  the  Uttle  fibres  whereby  we  move  them,  how  many  they 
be,  where  they  lie,  or  which  of  them  belongs  to  each  particular  member. 
This  is  so  inconceivable,  that  Hartly  denied  we  ever  move  them  at  all,  bat 
that  they  are  worked  for  us  by  the  vibratiuncles  of  ether.  We  continually 
experience  percq)tiona  eicitt^  in  our  minds  by  the  action  of  bodies  upon 
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our  MnaeH,  yet  there  a  no  conceiving  aoy  relation  between  impulse  and 
thought,  nor  what  connection  the  modifications  of  body  can  hare  with 
the  perceptions  of  spirit.  Therefore  Berkley  denied  the  existence  of  bo- 
dies, and  that  perception  could  be  excited  by  anything  leu  than  an  im- 
mediate act  of  Omnipotence,  ^e  polsation  of  the  heart,  the  woricing  of 
the  lungs,  the  tone  of  circolating  vessels  in  plants  and  animals,  the  powers 
of  elasticity  and  electricity,  the  action  of  fire,  the  prodigious  explosion 
of  gnnpowder,  are  things  inconceivable  in  their  causes  and  manner  of  ope- 

These  then  are  all  above  reason,  and  if  we  become  infidelfl  to  everything 
that  is  so,  we  shall  lose  the  use  of  our  senses,  end  strip  oumelves  of  all 
kiMwledge  and  grounds  of  sssiirance  of  any  kind  whatever.  We  should 
attain  a  ft«edom  of  thought  indeed  with  a  witness,  but  such  a  freedom  as 
a  man  would  enjoy  whc/shonld  be  carried  up  into  the  intermundane  spaces 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  attraction :  he  would  have  no  force  nor  restraint 
upon  him,  it  is  tme,  bat  at  the  same  time  he  would  have  no  power  of 
motion,  for  he  could  neither  walk,  nor  swim,  nor  fly.  The  divisibility  of 
matter  is  above  our  reason,  whether  you  suppose  it  endless  or  limit  it  by 
the  doctrine  of  atoms :  yet  how  confidently  have  many  maintained  the 
oppoute  sides  of  the  question.  Mr.  Locke  has  shown  us  what  one  might 
wonder  we  shonld  need  showing,  for  one  would  think  everybody  ehoutd 
know  hie  own  ideas  without  being  told,  but  he  has  shown  us  that  we  have 
no  idea  of  anything  infinite ;  therefore  all  infinities  are  incoroprehensible ; 
bat  who  would  make  this  a  reason  for  disbelieving  their  r^ty  ?  The 
most  extravagant  zealots-  for  reason  hold  the  existence  of  infinite  space. 
Epicnma  and  Lucretine,  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  vulgar  credulity,  main- 
ttuned  the  infinitude  of  atoms,  and  that  ii^nite  combinations  were  formed 
of  them :  nay  further,  that  there  are  innnmerable  Earths  wherein  the  very 
same  transnctione  are  passing  as  in  this,  champions  of  liberty  railing  in 
North-Bntons,  versifiers  squirting  out  careless  rhapsodies  of  harmonibue 
Billingsgate,  and  Searches  puzzling  their  brains  upon  old  exploded  ques- 
tions which  nobody  cares  a  pin  bow  decided,  as  being  of  no  consequence 
ather  for  raising  a  fortune,  or  making  a  figure  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
or  shining  in  polite  company. 

Tlitts  we  see  how  all  are  driven  by  the  testimony  of  their  senses  and 
exercises  of  their  reason,  in  whatever  various  manner  performed,  to  admit 
the  reality  of  some  things  inexplicable,  and  consequently  above  reason  as 
lying  beyond  the  reach  of  our  conception.  .  And  if  visible  nature  be  so  re- 
plete with  myateries,  we  must  expect  to  find  them  in  contemplations  on 
the  snprenie  Being,  in  whom  everything  is  infinite,  everything  incompre- 
hensible: of  whose  acts  we  have  no  experience  nor  testimtmy  of  our 
senses,  bat  con  only  catch  an  imperfect  glimpse  by  their  remote  conse- 
qnences  in  his  works.  We  have  no  clear  idea  of  creation,  nor  the  passage 
from  nonentity  into  existence  and  personality,  because  all  productions  we 
know  of  were  made  of  pre-exiatent  materiab ;  yet  most  of  us  are  convinced 
the  Beings  we  see  must  have  been  created.  We  have  no  adequate  notion 
of  necessary  existence,  yet  are  all  persuaded  to  a  roan  it  must  belong  some- 
where, the  sole  question  remaining,  whether  to  one  object,  or  multitudes. 
We  cannot  conceive  a  pure  act  determined  originally  by  the  agent  without 
some  foreign  influence :  for  the  acts  of  bodies  proceed  necessarily  from  ex- 
ternal impulse,  and  our  own  determinately  from  previous  lights  and  mo- 
tives :  yet  we  cannot  fiiil  of  seeing,  the  Pirat  Cause  must  have  acted  before 
there  was  anything  prior  to  give  an  influence,  or  stand  as  the  object  of 
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inteK^nce ;  nor  coaM  he  hmt  h«d  intdlignKe  toA  in  Und  m  00a  wiAa 
hinudlf,  for  that  would  be  nttkiiig  him  coiwiat  of  perta,  one  to  be  di» 
ceroed,  the  other  to  (iiteen),  and  diia  paanvely,  becwiae  in  all  diacemmenC 
we  know  of,  the  nuod  receives  mrolaatarily  tlie  aetkm  of  atHnething  dtae 
upon  it.  We  can  oonoeive  Time  and  Space  neither  dqiendent  nor  inde- 
pendent on  the  Alniightj  Will  and  pleaaure ;  for  if  we  take  the  fi»iner. 
then,  if  it  thonld  ao  pleaae  God,  there  miglit  be  a  time  wherein  there  mold 
be  no  time,  and  he  hinuelf  might  exiat  nowhere  yet  withoitf  ceasing  to  he, 
which  geem  to  carry  a  contradiction  in  the  terms :  if  the  latter,  then  were 
time  and  spaee  aelf-exiatenciea,  co'^enial  with  God  tumedf,  oeoeiinry 
weistanta  in  hia  w^k  of  creation,  by  fomiahing  room,  witlioat  which  h« 
could  not  have  spread  forth  his  worlds,  and  acope,  without  which  hia  ordtt 
of  anoeeaNon  and  couraea  of  Providence  could  not  have  takeo  effect.  Yet 
who  of  OB  donbta  the  reality  of  time  and  apace,  or  that  God  bad  the  foun* 
tain  of  all  created  Being  a^y  in  himself,  without  being  bdtolden  to  any- 
thing external  for  mnking  his  gracitxie  intentiona  prsctiGablB  ? 

The  averaion  against  admttttDg  anydiing  above  reaeon,  which  neier- 
thelesa  we  have  seen  it  ia  impoauUe  to  avoid,  haa  been  the  fatal  eddy  draw- 
ing m^  into  atheism :  for  bccaoae  they  oonld  not  conceive  a  anbataitce 
which  could  neither  be  felt  nor  seen,  nor  apprehmded  by  any  other  avenue 
of  sensation,  tbey  denied  the  existence  of  apirit ;  because  tbey  conid  not 
apprehend  the  manner  of  ereation.  they  maintained  the  external  aelf-ex- 
istency  of  matter,  never  conaidering  that  their  dread  of  credulity  drove  them 
upon  points  more  inadmissible  than  any  they  rejected.  For  if  we  have  any 
ephere  of  reason,  it  mnat  include  the  properties  of  bodies  wherewith  we  are 
daily  conversant :  but  oar  experience  of  what  may  be  dooe  by  various  as- 
sortments of  them,  will  not  suffer  us  to  imagine  that  any  combination  of 
them  can  form  a  perceptive  Being.  We  know  that  vast  qoantitieB  of  motiOB 
are  continually  lost  by  colliaion  and  presaore,  which  matter  can  never  re- 
cruit, having  none  other  activity  than  what  it  derivee  ftom  impulse  at 
things  external :  we-know  the  action  of  all  substances  within  our  notice  de- 
pends upon  ceHain  adequate  causes,  that  their  difference  of  primary  proper- 
ties,  their  number  or  proportion  to  the  space  they  float  in,  must  have  had  a 
cause  to  determine  them,  therefore  there'must  have  been  something  prior  to 
their  operation  and  existence.  All  these  things  are  not  above  reason,  our 
notions  of  them  being  grounded  on  experience,  therefore  whatever  reaaoa 
disapproves  concerning  than  we  must  pronounce  contrary  to  U. 

But  when  we  go  to  dive  into  the  original  cuiaes,  we  may  expect  before- 
hand to  find  them  above  our  reason ;  for  of  these  we  have  no  experience 
nor  oUier  knowledge  of  their  powers,  than  may  be  gathered  from  consider- 
atioB  of  what  their  effects  mustnecesearily  require.  So  that  when  anything 
appears  hard  of  conception,  if  we  examine  what  there  is  similar  within  our 
experience  to  form  a  conception  by,  this  will  be  the  most  likely  method  to 
discover  whether  it>  be  above  or  contrary  to  reason ;  for  it  is  one  thing  to 
find  nothing  like  what  is  proposed  in  all  our  stores  of  ezperienoe,  another 
to  find  them  discordant  to  it ;  the  one  is  only  a  negative  evidence,  the  other 
a  positive,  which  prevaila  over  the  former  in  all  courts  of  judicature. 

f  have  suggested  these  considerations  in  order  to  recommend  the  ex- 
aminatioA  of  our  facultiee  together  with  the  grounds  they  have  to  proceed 
upcm,  before  we  go  on  to  examine  other  t^jecta  by  them ;  and  [mvail  on 
men  to  make  a  diflerence  between  not  underatanding  how  a  thing  can  be, 
and  understanding  clearly  that  it  cannot  be,  which  1  conceive  would  help 
greatly  towards  preventing  has^  detenninationa  and  gTonndlew  confidence* 
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JD  man^  CMnnun  alaira,  but  more  especudly  in  the  coiiteinplBtu>n  of  things 
invisible.  Not  th&t  I  have  any  particular  end  to  serve  by  getting  each 
penuuion  to  prevail,  for  I  have  neither  pretence  nor  design  to  impose 
thing*  bard  of  digestion  ;  I  have  addressed  all  along  to  reascHi,  eudeavoiuing 
to  make  every  tbiog  as  clear  as  the  subject  would  permit.  I^  examples,  illus- 
trations, and  explanations,  and  desiring  nobody  to  adopt  any  of  my  Dotiona 
further  than  he  caa  eater  into  the  reasons  on  which  ]  present  them.  And  I 
am  so  far  from  intending  to  depart  from  this  method,  that  it  will  be  the 
principal  aim  of  my  future  prc^ees  to  ^ply  what  1  have  hitherto  collected 
for  explaining  difficulties,  and  bringing  down  if  possible  aome  matters  ordi- 
narily esteemed  above  reaa<»i  to  lie  within  its  compass. 


MIRACLES. 


Awna  the  dedaration  made  in  the  beginning  of  Ae  taat  Chapter  against 
Bteddling  with  external  proofs,  nobody  can  eqtect  me  to  enter  ap<m  the 
«uthentioity  of  any  particular  miracle :  no  more  falls  witUn  my  province  than 
to  "THwiin*  the  credibiii^  of  mirades  in  geaeral,  and  whether  all  pFoo& 
oSered  in  stqiport  of  them  ou^it  to  be  rejeoted  without  hearing,  as  an  ah- 
mrdity  so  abborreiit  to  reason,  that  no  weight  of  evidence  whatever  caa 
overbalance.  I  diall  have  no  occasion  here  to  distinguish,  as  is  frequently 
done  and  frequently  disr^;arded,  betweoi  immediate  acts  of  tiie  Almighty 
and  eiq>ematnr«l  efiects  prodsced  by  tubordinate  powers,  supposed  to  iur 
terfere  in  the  operations  of  natural  cause* ;  because  I  do  not  recollect  any 
ot^ections  lying  against  the  credibility  of  c»k,  that  do  not  lie  eqoally  against 
the  other.  For  thtH  of  the  divine  dconiiutA  not  soflering  the  creatarea  to 
intei&re,  is  rather  an  ai^oiaeat  of  the  external  kind,  than  of  the  intrinsic 
impoasibility  of  tlieir  so  doing. 

It  baa  been  taid  that  experience  being  the  gronnd-work  of  all  our  know- 
ledge, nothing  ought  to  be  admitted  which  is  not  supported  by  that  i  but 
let  it  be  remembered  that  e^qverieDce  itself  had  a  beginning,  all  things  we 
can  reckon  among  its  stores  were  once  new ;  therefore  if  nothing  unsup- 
ported by  it  were  to  gain  our  assent,  we  shoold  nerer  have  any  expenence 
at  alL  Or  if  it  be  allowed,  from  the  necessky  of  the  case,  to  receive  new 
acquisitions  until  we  have  gotten  a  competent  stock  and  no  longer,  when 
are  we  to  fix  the  time  of  having  gained  this  competent  stock  i  for  children 
•t  aeven  years  aid  have  some  experience,  and  a  man  at  sixty  may  have 
discoveries  offered  him  oat  of  all  the  course  of  his  fmmer  experience.  Well, 
but  we  must  not  take  experience  too  strictly,  perhaps  by  suj^rting  may 
be  meant  not  of^osing ;  so  that  I  may  receive  mformstion  of  new  matters 
wberecrf  my  former  experience  is  totally  silent,  but  nothing  that  contradicts 
&s  testimony  1  have  received  from  that.  I  shall  not  take  pains  to  provt> 
that,  properly  speaking,  no  new  event  contradicts  experience,  which  de- 
poses only  coDceming  things  past:  that  having  been  already  done  in  abetter 
manner  than  1  can  mend  hj  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  little  treatise  upon  tbi# 
article,  though  possiUy  somrthing  of  what  I  shall  offer  may  have  arisen 
froan  hbts  suggested  there.  But  whether  with  strict  propriety  or  no,  certain 
it  is  we  do  talk  of  things  contradicting  experience ;  when  we  conceive  it  to 
have  been  so  full  as  to  give  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  ques- 
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tioD,  wbatever  h  offered  concerning  it  that  will  not  CMitcide  with  that,  we 
tenn  contrary  to  experience. 

Nereithdew,  experience  itself  will  testify  that  mch  contrtuiety  is  not  so 
invincible  a  bar,  but  that  conviction  can  wmetimeB  force  a  way  in  »pite  of 
it.  Equivocal  genenitioD  was  fonnerly  the  orthodox  opintun  founded  on 
oon«taut  experience,  by  which  men  knew  it  was  the  nature  of  dust  and 
pntr^iction  to  breed  vermin  :  but  now  universally  exploded.  It  wbh  holden 
to  be  against  experience,  that  there  fhonld  be  sexes  among:  vegetables,  until 
observations  upon  the  farina  of  lilies,  upon  the  dust  flying  among  the 
bloesonus  of  mulberries,  and  the  female  date-tree  becoming  barren  after 
catting  down  the  male,  brought  the  other  doctrine  into  vogne.  A  few  yean 
ago  the  propagation  of  animals  without  sexes  would  have  been  thought 
contradictory  to  experience  :  notwithstanding  whiidi  many  have  been  since 
persuaded  of  the  htX  by  their  own  experiments,  or  other  persona'  accounts 
concerning  the  fresh-water  polypus. 

2.  Such  instances  happening  more  than  once  or  twice,  might  convince 
na  tint  experience  is  not  so  inUlible  a  guide,  as  to  justify  our  revising 
it^ormation  from  any  other  hand :  for  in  tnith  it  never  makes  us  tborougfa 
maatera  of  the  subject ;  we  may  know  enough  for  onr  present  uses,  but  can 
never  know  there  is  not  more  to  be  leanit,  beside  what  we  have  discovered. 
Our  overweening  conceit  stands  upon  a  hollow  foundation,  being  nothing 
else  than  the  persuasion  that  our  idea  of  things  comprehends  their  whole 
essence,  whereas  our  discernment  reaches  not  to  their  essence ;  we  can  only 
observe  what  effects  they  work  upon  our  satses  or  upon  one  another,  and 
from  thence  deduce  imperfectly  the  powers  bdonging  to  them  and  causes 
tolerating  upon  them  ;  but  can  make  no  just  deduction,  that  there  are  not 
other  powen  and  causes  whose  effects  we  have  never  yet  experienced. 
Therefore,  as  has  been  argued  in  the  Chapter  on  Judgment,  we  have  no 
such  thing  belonging  to  us  as  absolute  certainty :  the  notioD  of  it  springs 
from  vanity,  as  if  it  were  beneath  us  to  act  or  think  upon  lower  grannt^. 
But  it  has  heea  shown  in  the  same  place,  that  although  certainty  was  not 
made  for  man,  yet  man  may  do  well  enough  without  it :  the  strongest 
assurance  we  con  get  upon  dte  best  grounds  of  experience  is  our  proper 
guide,  which  we  s^ll  do  right  to  follow,  yet  need  not  pay  such  implidt 
BubmisNOn  as  to  pronounce  it  impossible  we  can  ever  have  just  cause  to  lotdc 
aside  upon  some  other  object. 

It  wUl  be  said  all  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  mirade,  for  should  we 
discover  some  new  kind  of  operation  unknown  to  the  sons  of  men,  we  should 
still  believe  it  natural,  owing  to  a  latent  property  always  belonging  to  the 
bodies  exerting  it,  though  never  before  observed.  Those  who  have  changed 
their  opinion  upon  equivocal  or  unequivocal  generation,  upon  the  sexes  of 
blossoms,  or  upon  the  hatching  of  Polypuses,  thought,  we  suppose,  they 
bad  found  out  a  secret  in  nature,  not  a  force  put  upon  her  by  superior 
power,  producing  an  operation  she  was  not  able  to  perform.  Very  weU  ; 
but  let  us  first  examine  what  we  are  to  understand  by  nature,  for  in  some 
senses,  perhaps  we  may  find  that  to  be  a  secret  of  nature  which  we  vul- 
garly call  aupematoral.  I  do  not  know  anybody  of  whose  person  and  fea- 
tures we  have  a  more  unsettled  idea  than  that  same  dame  Nature ;  we  all 
think  onrselves  extremely  well  acquainted  with  her :  do  but  mention  her 
name,  and  everybody  knows  whom  you  speak  ot  without  asking  questions, 
and  yet  we  are  perpetually  varying  our  idea  of  her  shape  and  size :  but  it 
becomes  profound  speculatists,  who  set  up  for  refbrroiog  the  reason  of  man- 
kind, to  know  what  they  talk  about  before  they  descant  upon  it. 
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Let  as  otteerve  to  them,  then,  that  nature  is  sometimes  oppoBtn]  to  eda- 
cation,  and  natural  endowmenta  dietinguiahed  from  acquired  :  we  are  Bup< 
posed  to  run  about  in  our  childhood  and  speak  our  mother  tongue  naturally; 
but  nobody  learns  Latin  or  dancing  from  nature,  aud  custom  is  said  to 
change  our  nature.  PhysiciMis  are  called  in  to  relieve  us  from  obstructions 
that  nature  cannot  remove  :  farmers  by  cultivation  make  the  ground  yield 
them  crops  that  it  would  never  have  produced  naturally :  gardeners  by 
inoculation  cause  the  trees  to  bear  other  than  the  natural  fruits :  and  in 
general  the  term  ariiScial  stands  in  contradistinction  to  natural.  Ingrati- 
tude, drunkenness,  beastiality,  trearon,  animosity  between  near  relations, 
are  termed  nnnatural.  Vet  1  auppoee  in  all  these  caaea,  what  is  done  more 
than  nature  can  do,  will  hardly  be  counted  snpematural ;  which  showa  that 
wu  use  the  term  Nature  in  a  more  or  less  extensive  sense  according  to  the 
occasion  whereon  we  apply  it. 

3.  The  word  Nature  when  atanding  elone  commonly  denotes  the  pro- 
perties of  bodies  and  course  of  operations  among  them  falling  under  our 
notice ;  the  several  species  of  animals,  plants,  fossils,  and  so  forth,  their 
production,  preservation,  their  powers  and  quaUtiea  affecting  one  another  ; 
all  which  I  tiJce  to  be  the  objecta  of  physiology,  or  natural  philosophy,  and 
whoever  could  understand  them  all  completely  wonld  be  deemed  to  have  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  nature.  Yet  this  idea  of  it  will  not  fully  suffice  to 
carry  us  through  our  present  question,  which  extends  to  a  larger  compass ; 
the  knowledge,  the  sentiments,  the  powers  and  actions, of  man,  together 
with  ethics,  politics,  mechanics,  nianu&ctures,  commerce,  and  other  arts 
and  sciences  dependent  tliereon,  all  which  the  naturalist  has  nothing  to  dii 
with,  yet  must  all  be  added  to  his  stock  to  make  up  that  nature  whereof  we 
may  have  experience,  and  beyond  whose  experienced  powers  we  would  pro- 
nounce every  thing  supernatural  and  incredible. 

But  with  this  addition  are  we  sure  of  having  the  whole  of  nature  still  ? 
before  we  can  proceed  secure  in  confidence  of  having  gotten  all  our  mete- 
rials  together,  we  shall  have  this  preliminary  to  contest.  For  there  are 
those  who  think  that  from  the  view  of  this  nature,  thev  can  discover  ano- 
ther beyond,  whereof  this  is  only  a  part,  and  the  rules  whereby  it  is  go- 
verned only  municipal  laws  of  a  single  province  within  a  boundless  empire: 
and  that  there  is  a  universal  nature  having  general  laws  superior  to  the 
municipal .  connecting  all  particular  systems  in  one  welNregulated  polity  under 
one  supreme  Governor.  Now  let  our  experience  of  ^is  sublunary  globe 
and  the  transactions  upon  it  be  ever  so  complete,  what  can  we  know  hf 
it  concerning  the  general  polity,  or  how  far  that  may,  or  may  not  over- 
rule the  particular  one  provided  here  P 

But  you  suppose  the  municipal  laws  are  so  provided  as  to  make  a  part  of 
the  general,  and  therefore  they  will  not  be  broken  in  upon,  nor  must  we 
e;q>ect  to  see  things  conducted  otherwise  than  by  them,  until  transported 
into  some  other  province,  where  there  is  another  system  prevailing.  Why, 
so  I  suppose  too,  because  I  never  yet  saw  an  alteration  made  in  them,  and 
shall  continue  to  suppose  until  I  see  cogent  reason  to  suppose  other- 
wise ;  and  I  think  I  have  shown  myself  throu^iout  the  course  of  thu  work, 
as  hearty  a  friend  to  nature  and  experience  aa  need  be  desired  ;  neverthe- 
less, this  supposition,  though  a  rational  one,  is  but  supposition,  amounting 
to  a  moral,  not  a  mathematical  certainty,  nor  strong  enough  to  render  all  evi- 
dence whatever  to  the  contrary  invalid,  or  make  it  absolutely  incredible  that 
such  should  be  produced. 
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For  let  us  consider  how  far  oar  experience  depoeea  :  that  there  are  such 
powers  of  natnre  and  such  an  order  aa  we  find  operating^  and  prevailing 
here,  bat  with  regard  to  all  beyond  it  ia  totally  silent :  it  informs  ua  nothing 
concerning  creetures  invisible,  what  powers  or  viewa  they  may  or  cannot 
have,  what  indocemaita  or  restraints  with  respect  to  their  interfering  ii 
BnUnnary  affiiin.  "nierefbre,  to  argue  in  Mr.  Adams'  way,  evidence  offered 
to  ptroTe  aa  interpoaitioii  either  of  the  divine  power  or  invisible  creatures, 
does  not  contradict  experience,  becanae  it  depoaea  to  a  point  whereon  that 
depoBca  nothing.  All  that  experience  informs  ua  of,  relative  to  the  case 
is,  the  capacity  of  anbetancee  within  oar  notice  to  receive  poaitioDs  and 
stationa  by  foreign  operation  upon  them :  thoa  far,  then,  both  evidences  agree  in 
their  testimony,  for  what  nuracle  does  not  work  a  change  of  station  in  sub- 
Btances,  en-  pot  them  into  a  poaition  we  know  them  capable  of  receiving  ? 

It  is  now  an  incontested  principle  that  all  matter  is  homogeneoos,  the 
difference  in  bodiea  ariaii^  from  composition,  or  the  different  poaition  of 
tlieir  component  partidea  with  respect  to  one  aaothw :  so  that  wine  co&aiatB 
of  the  sane  natter  with  water,  every  particle  of  one  being  capable  of  tak- 
ing ita  place  in  the  other,  and  of  recciviDg  the  motion  requisite  to  convey 
it  into  anch  place.  But  we  never  knew  an  inatance  of  water  changed  into 
wine,  otherwise  than  by  a  passage  through  circulating  vessels  of  the  vine 
and  the  grape,  and  perhapa  in  ita  way  receiving  an  accession  of  oHker  par- 
tides  which  never  were  in  the  compoaiticHi  of  water.  What  then  }  we  may 
still  know  that  the  matter  compoaing  those  particles  waa  capable  of  atand- 
ing  in  such  arrangemeiit  as  wonid  have  made  it  water ;  and  experience 
d^oees  nothing  concerning  other  powers  than  those  &IUng  under  our 
notice ;  whether  tfaey  have  or  have  not  skill,  discernment,  and  activity,  suf- 
fident  to  change  the  arrangement  of  matter  b  water,  so  that  it  shall  in* 
•tantaneously  become  wine. 

In  Hke  manner  we  know  by  experience  that  matter  is  capable  of  standing 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  hnman  body  performing  circulation  and  other 
vital  fonctions ;  and  spiritual  substance  is  capable  of  taking  a  station  in 
socb  part  of  the  composition  whoe  it  may  receive  the  notices  brought  by 
tha  organs  of  sensation ;  both  which  together  make  a  Uving  man.  We 
know  not  what  corporeal  particle,  nor  what  manner  of  adherence,  holds  the 
perceptive  substance  in  vital  onion :  however,  we  know  it  is  there,  and 
when  once  dislodged,  have  no  reason  ever  to  expect  its  return,  because 
we  aee  the  machine  continaally  tend  more  and  more  to  corruption.  But 
we  have  no  experience  to  assure  ub  there  are  not  other  agents  who  have 
command  enough  over  the  motion  both  of  corporeal  and  spiritual  particles 
to  reinstate  them  exactly  in  the  Gtationa  we  have  already  seen  them  capable 
of  occopying,  in  which  caae  the  dead  man  would  be  restored  to  life :  and 
nntil  nich  aasurance  can  be  had,  the  fact  must  remain  credible. 

Sines  then  we  find  by  experience  of  natural  motions  that  substancea  are 
capable  of  receiving  miractjons  changes,  upon  what  grounds  can  we  deny 
Atmi^ty  power  capable  of  working  them  ?  or  even  pronounce  peremptorily 
upon  the  iuc^iacity  of  other  powers  ?  If  there  be  a  mundane  Soul,  such 
ae  I  have  describol  in  treating  upon  that  article,  extending  everywhere, 
pemeatuig  everything,  perceptive  and  active  throughout,  intelligent  in 
every  part  by  communication  of  li^ts  from  the  rest :  I  see  nothing  in- 
conceivable in  the  thought  of  his  turning  vrater  into  wine,  or  restoring  a 
dead  man  to  life,  or  even  making  a  new  man  by  ammging  the  elements 
into  a  vital  machine,  aud  stationing  therein  one  of  his  own  component 
particles:  this  fccms  lo  me  »0  far  from  bcinp  cantrarv  to  ruaioii,  (W  it 
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does  not  ru«  above  rea«on ;  nor  do  I  find  a  difficolty  in  coraprcfaendliig  it 
M  great,  u  in  comprehending  how  I  move  my  own  limba.  If  I  believe 
DO  superior  power  doM  interfere  to  distnrb  the  eoureee  of  vitible  nature, 
becaure  I  tee  no  rcMon  for  it,  it  does  not  follow  frojn  tbence,  that  I  never 
can  see  reason  :  for  there  is  a  materisd  difference  between  finding  no  reason 
for  a  thing,  and  finding  a  aoUd  reason  against  it ;  the  one  sui£ces  for  m£ 
to  withhold  my  assent,  the  other  alone  can  warrant  me  to  condemn  it  as 
mcicdiUB. 

4.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  needful  to  add  anything  in  particular  npoa 
Sevdstion,  as  a  distinct  species  of  miraculous  operations .-  becanae  I  appre- 
hend that  it  might  be  effected  by  an  arrangement  of  particlei  or  change  of 
modification  in  onr  mental  organization,  similar  to  those  made  in  bodies  by 
tiie  o&en.  Men  comnumly  conceive  their  dormant  storea  of  knowledge  to 
be  eootrthing,  they  do  not  know  what,  whether  substance  or  modification. 
or  component  part,  lying  in  the  mind  itself,  and  therefore  not  capable  of 
locomotion,  or  diversity  of  arrangement.  I  have  examined  this  mattra- 
carefully  in  the  Chapter  on  Judgment  and  oth^  places,  and  found  reason 
to  oonclnde,  that  the  mind  or  purely  spiritual  part  receives  nothing  be^idee 
perception,  nor  can  contain  anything  it  does  not  actually  perceive  :  that  in 
all  perception  there  must  be  two  things  employed,  one  to  discern,  the  other 
to  be  the  object  discerned ;  which  object  cannot  be  soinethiDg  within  the  sub- 
stance of  the  mind  itself,  unless  you  will  auppoee  her  to  couBist  of  parts  some 
blind  and  imperceptive,  producing  no  effect  until  touching  the  others' 
notice. 

Therefore  the  objects  most  be  exhibited  by  something  external  to  the 
pereeptive  mind,  which  Mmethirtg  I  have  termed  the  mental  organicationr 
■the  vsrioDS  amuigement  or  motion  (for  J  do  not  pretend  to  determine 
which)  of  whose  particles  form  the  judgments  that  we  discern  :  in  a  manner 
analogous  to  that  of  writing,  where  the  shape  and  arrangement  of  the 
letters  present  the  sense  of  them  to  yoar  thought ;  or  of  speech,  where  the 
modnlabone  of  sound  produce  the  same  effect.  Our  judgments  in  the  na- 
taral  way  proceed  ordinarily  from  instruction,  conviction,  or  experience, 
bat  sometime*  we  find  them  arise  from  other  cansei :  in  dreams  and  dcln- 
sions  they  are  produced  by  mechanical  operatimi ;  strong  liquors,  indjges- 
tioD,  external  acddei>t  and  passion,  often  make  us  judge  very  differently  of 
things ;  eagemeM  of  desire  'will  assure  ns  of  success  beyond  all  grounds  of 
expectation,  and  terror  magnifies  dangers.  Archbishop  Tillotson  says,  that 
many  people  have  told  a  lie  so  oflen  until  they  believed  it  to  be  true :  and 
we  may  have  known  persons  who  remembered  having  given  a  key  or  a 
paper  to  somebody  else,  and  immediately  after  found  it  in  their  cwn  pockets. 
All  which  shows  that  judgment  is  not  passed  upon  knowledge  in  the  mind 
itself,  irtiich  we  may  presume  would  be  immutable  while  deposited  there, 
bat  opoa  representatioiiB  exhibited  in  sometiiing  else,  which  is  capable  of 
receiving  dunges  from  ezlemal  and  mechanical  causes. 

And  though  we  have  no  ground  from  exp^ence  to  think  but  theisc 
causes  act  naturally,  yet  since  we  have  not  experience  of  universal  nature, 
tiiat  does  not  hinder  the  operation  of  other  cause*  from  producing  diffenint 
modifications,  which  wilt  exhibit  correspondent  scenes  of  jadgment  for  the 
nind  toinq>ect,  and  whatever  the  mind  sees  there  from  time  to  time,  that  is 
her  present  detenninatioo.  Therefore,  though  1  believe  it  never  actually 
done,  yet  I  conceive  it  very  feasible  in  theory,  that  such  a  Being  as  we  have 
imagined  the  mundane  Soul  might  hold  discourse  wilh  a  man  by  suggesting 
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ideiiE  tu  his  thought,  like  thoee  another  would  excite  in  coiiversalibn :  and 
by  tliis  means  instruct  him  ia  knowledge  he  could  not  have  attained  any 
other  way,  describe  pervooa  and  transactione  he  never  eaw,  declare  to  him 
future  events  that  homaa  sagacity  could  not  discover,  iospire  him  vrith 
sentimeats,  move  hie  pasaions,  and  rouse  up  a  spirit  to  any  particnUr  under- 
taking, more  efiectually  than  the  most  accomplished  orator  with  all  his 
powers  of  persuasion. 

5.  It  may  be  said  that  all  we  havfi  hitherto  urged  amonnts  to  no  more,  than 
that  there  may  be  a  power  of  making  supernatural  effects,  but  shows  no  pro- 
bability that  such  a  power  ever  is  excited.  I  do  not  desire  it  should ;  I  woold 
have  them  still  remain  improbable ;  all  1  contend  for  is  only  a  possibility : 
but  things  improbable  have  sometimes  been  known  to  come  to  pass,  there- 
fore improbability  alone  will  not  stop  our  ears  against  all  evidence  offered 
to  prove  their  r«dity.  Nevertheless,  it  may  be  denied  that  we  have  yet 
made  out  even  a  possibility  ;  because  the  acts  of  voluntary  agents,  and  such 
we  must  suppose  all  workers  of  eupematural  effects  to  he,  for  necessary 
agents  can  never  stir  a  step  beyond  the  laws  of  nature  imposing  the  neces- 
sity upon  them,  may  be  rendered  impossible  by  their  repugnance  to  the  cho- 
racter  of  the  agent,  how  much  soever  they  lie  within  his  power  to  perform. 
A  miser  has  it  in  his  power  to  make  ducks  and  drakes  of  his  guineas ;  a 
nobleman  to  hire  himself  out  at  harvest  as  a  common  labourer ;  a  fond 
mother  to  strangle  the  child  she  doats  upon :  yet  we  think  these  things  im- 
possible to  be  done  by  the  persona  to  whom  we  know  it  is  easily  possible 
to  do  them ;  and  this  impossibility  suffices  to  make  the  fact  incredible. 
Now  the  character  of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness  belonging  to  God,  and 
the  Uke  character  of  universal  benevolence  and  as  boundless  intelligence  u 
created  Being  can  possess,  ascribed  to  the  mundane  Soul,  will  not  leave  it 
credible,  that  the  original  plan  of  creation  ihoold  have  been  laid  imperfect 
so  as  to  need  occasional  corrections,  or  without  such  need  that  either  would 
interpose  to  disturb  the  order  of  nature  in  any  single  instance,  much  leoa 
would  employ  their  superior  power  in  hurtful,  idle,  or  trifling  operations. 

All  this  I  very  readily  admit,  as  well  the  assumption  as  the  inference 
deduced  from  it :  hut  do  we  know  the  original  plan  so  perfectly  as  to  be 
assured  the  lines  of  connection  between  the  several  systems  comprised  in  it 
may  never  work  an  alteration  in  the  laws  of  visible  nature  ;  or  that  some 
interpositions  were  not  contained  within  the  plan,  and  made  essential  puts 
of  it  ?  For  why  is  it  necessary  that  every  supernatural  operation  must  be  a 
sudden  expedient  to  supply  an  unforeseen  defect,  and  not  a  preconcerted 
design  interwoven  among  the  order  established  for  second  causes.'  Nobody 
can  well  doubt  but  God  might  have  caused  the  com  to  sprout  up  sponta- 
neously, or  houses  fit  for  our  commodious  habitation  to  grow  out  of  the 
ground  like  trees ;  yet  he  has  so  contrived  bis  laws  of  nature  here  below, 
as  to  make  the  interposition  of  human  industry  necessary  to  preserve  this 
sublunar?  system  from  fidling  defective.  What  then  should  hinder  but  that 
he  may  have  purposely  framed  his  laws  of  visible  nature  incomplete  with- 
out some  supernatural  interpoiittons  to  fill  up  the  remaining  spaces  in  his 
plan  of  universal  polity  ?  And  whether  these  interpositions  be  made  by 
immediate  exertion  of  Omnipotence,  or  by  ministry  of  the  mundane  Spirits, 
vulgarly  called  Angels,  either  upon  express  command  or  upon  discernment 
ol  the  expedience,  ia  not  material  to  our  present  purpose. 

6.  Then  for  things  pernicious,  wanton,  and  trifiing,  I  must  own  it  ap- 
pears to  me  incredible  that  any  such  should  be  the  work  of  God  or  his  supe- 
rior order  of  creatures ;  but  arc  we  puch  perfect  maEt'ers  of  wisdom  and 
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gooducse.  as  almya  to  know  Bwuredly  what  is,  or  is  not  incoosisleDt  there- 
with ?  The  conceit  of  this  knowledge  maJces  people  thinb  hardly  of  Provi- 
dence far  the  few  evils  scattered  about  in  nature,  and  has  driven  some  to 
deny  a  IVovidence  upon  account  of  the  many  errors  and  wastes,  worthless 
productions,  and  unavailing  accidents,  observahte  everywhere,  in  which 
they  can  see  no  use  nor  design.  But  we  see  not  the  half  of  nature,  nor  of 
the  consequences  resulting  from  events  passing  within  our  view,  so  there 
may  be  i^ood  frnita  produced  by  things  that  yield  nothing  but  evil  so  for 
aa  we  can  discern,  and  important  uses  in  what  appears  to  us  unprofiEable 
and  frivolous  :  nor  is  it  nnliliely  that  the  wisdom  of  God  should  seem  foolish- 
ness to  men,  or  the  follies  of  men  he  turned  by  him  to  serve  wise  and  cx- 
cetlenl  purposes.  Persona  following  different  professions  and  sciences  are 
no  competent  judges  of  the  pertinence  of  one  another's  proceedings  :  that 
may  appear  idle  and  nugatory  to  the  unskilled,  which  the  professor  knows 
to  he  very  material  and  necessary ;  much  less  can  we  undertake  to  pronounce 
iqmn  the  actions  of  creatures  of  different  natures,  or  say  with  confidence 
what  is  becoming  or  important  for  them  to  do,  and  what  unworthy  their 
attention. 

Some  have  amused  themselves  in  a  vacant  hour  with  imagining  what 
ideas  the  hrute  creatures  must  entertain  of  our  transactions,  supposing  them 
endued  with  understanding  and  reflection  lilie  ours.  It  is  certain  that  no 
understanding  can  proceed  further  than  what  it  may  strike  out  from  the 
materials  ithas  to  work  upon,  all  beyond  must  appear  wildemesa  and  amaze- 
ment; therefore  the  animals  having  little  intercourse  among  us  in  our 
affiiirs,  nor  means  of  information  by  speech,  would  have  no  conception  of  our 
poUtica,  commerce,  mechanics,  mathunatics,  rhetoric,  fashion,  and  other  me- 
thods of  employing  our  time,  hut  our  proceedings  must  appear  for  the  roost 
part  strange  and  unaccountable.  I  have  heard  a  atory  of  some  very  valuable 
jewel  or  piece  of  plate  in  a  house  havmg  been  lost  in  such  manner  as  to 
make  it  certain  some  of  the  family  had  token  it,  hnt  no  suspicion  could  be 
fostened  npon  any  particular  person,  for  they  all  denied  having  any  know- 
ledge of  the  tnatter.  The  vicar  was  called  in  to  examine  them,  hut  being 
able  to  get  nothing  out  by  his  intern^tories,  he  engaged  to  discover  the 
thief  by  art  magic :  for  he  had  a  cockamong  his  poultry  of  wonderful  saga- 
city, that  being  rightly  prepared  and  situated,  would  know  the  touch  of  a 
light-fingered  person  in  the  dark  ;  so  he  fetched  the  cock  tied  down  upon  a 
neat  of  hay  in  a  basket,  which  was  placed  at  tbe  further  end  of  a  darkened 
room ;  the  servants  were  ordered  to  go  in  one  by  one  and  stroke  the  back 
rf  the  cock,  who  upon  feeling  the  delinquent  would  instantly  crow.  They 
went  in  each  of  them  alone  and  returned,  but  still  the  cock  did  not  crow. 
Our  conjuror  seem  surprised,  for  be  said  he  never  knew  the  cock  fail  before, 
and  Bumy  they  had  not  all  touched  him.  Yes,  indeed,  and  indeed  they 
had.  Prey,  says  he,  let's  see  your  hands.  Upon  turning  them  up,  tbe 
palms  of  all  except  one  were  found  as  black  as  the  chimney  stock,  for  he 
had  besmeared  the  cock's  back  with  grease  and  lampblack,  of  which  those 
who  were  oonscioua  of  their  innocence,  had  taken  a  strong  impression  by 
giving  a  hearty  rab,  but  the  guilty  person,  though  having  no  great  failh  in 
tbe  cock's  virtue,  yet  not  knowing  what  tricks  your  learned  men  may  play, 
thought  it  safest  not  to  venture,  especially  as  bia  word  must  he  taken,  there 
being  no  witnesses  in  the  room  with  him  to  see  how  be  behaved. 

Now  imagine  the  parson's  poultry  possessing  as  large  a  share  of  the 
rational  bcidty  as  you  please,  they  will  never  be  able  lu  octount  fur  these 
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cfiremoDies  undergone  by  the  cock ;  tnit  wben  he  got  home  to  reUte  his 
adventures,  if  there  were  say  fiAe-thiniciug  cockerill*  in  the  henrooBt,  tbey 
would  treat  it  ae  on  idle,  incredible  tale  i  for  there  could  be  no  lue  nor 
purpose  in  daabing  his  back,  tying  him  in  a  buket,  ahattiiig  bin  vp  in  a 
dark  room,  and  sending  ao  many  difierent  poople  to  rnb  him  over.  Cer> 
tainly,  say  tiiey,  our  daddy  begins  to  doat,  and  vents  big  dreanu  for  real 
facta :  or  else  has  been  perching  carelessly  upon  the  edge  of  a  tub  until  he 
fell  backwards  into  some  filthy  stuff  within  it,  and  now  would  impose  this 
invention  upon  the  credulous  vulgar  among  the  chicken  kind,  to  aet  ns  a 
pecking  away  the  grease  from  his  feathers,  in  hopes  we  shall  foul  our  hiUa 
or  spoil  our  stomachs  so  that  we  cannot  eat,  and  then  he  will  b«ve  all  ow 
barley  to  himeelf. 

To  return  now  to  the  human  Bpeciet :  it  is  far  from  incredible,  that  our 
sentiments  and  tranBactions  are  of  some  uses  to  invisible  orders  of  Beings, 
but  what  those  uses  are,  or  how  resulting,  we  have  no  sort  of  meana  to 
investigate;  therefore  it  is  impoSMble  for  «s  to  know  what  thoughts  <v 
actions  of  oars  might  not  be  eerviceaUe  to  them,  wbid)  yet  would  not  fol- 
low in  the  ordinary  course  of  natural  causes.  We  know  that  delusiona 
have  abounded  in  tiie  world ;  and  upon  the  pnndple  of  All  things  ordered 
for  the  best,  we  may  presume  there  is  some  good  use  of  their  so  abound- 
ing: why  then  may  not  the  same  apprehension*  and  state  of  mind  be 
excited  by  real  appearances,  as  are  now  efiectsd  by  delositm  ?  Tliua  much 
we  may  allow,  that  many  ■  mui  haa  been  pennaded  of  a  tuperior  power 
by  means  of  Us  imagii^ion,  wboee  undnManduig  was  too  didl,  too  super- 
ficial, or  too  little  exercised  evO-  to  have  been  convinoed  by  lalioaal  proof, 
and  such  peraiasion,  though  leaving  gross  and  errcaieona  impression*  be- 
hind, yet  is  better  than  none  at  all.  For  my  part,  I  see  nothing  absolutely 
incredible  even  in  the  common  tales  of  witches,  fairies,  and  apparitions : 
though  they  carry  so  strong  nn  improbability  as  not  to  be  overcome  by 
any  evidence  1  have  yet  met  wth  in  support  of  them.  But  I  do  not  think 
so  highly  of  my  judgment  as  to  take  its  deoisioos  for  mathematical  demon- 
stration, or  imagine  any  imiMX)babiIities  diacenied  by  it  absolutely  invinci- 
ble :  a  moral  aesnraoce  to  the  excloaion  of  all  donbt  is  the  highest  pitch 
I  can  expect  to  reach,  but  I  have  somelimM  found  reason  for  doabUng 
upon  points  whereof  I  bad  not  any  tiie  least  supidoD  before. 

7.  With  regard  to  the  spect^tiva  credihiUty  of  interposition,  I  have 
observed  in  the  Chapter  on  Providence  that  the  constitution  of  all  created 
intelligences,  so  far  as  w«  can  oompretend  of  them,  serau  to  require  it: 
for  if  Ood  had  rested  frcxn  his  works  ham  everlasting,  having  once  for  all 
given  such  a  vigour  and  regularity  to  nature  as  that  it  might  have  pro- 
ceeded on  its  coarse  for  ever  without  needing  the  further  touch  of  his 
hand,  all  dependence  and  thought  of  him  moat  have  been  utterly  lost  from 
among  them.  For  he  would  have  been  deemed  to  have  delivered  them 
over  to  the  establi^ment  of  second  causes,  vrith  which  alone  they  had  cou' 
cem  :  to  the  question  whether  all  ttungs  had  a  beginnmg,  or  from  what 
power  derived,  would  have  i-Mneiued  a  matter  of  mere  curiosity.  And 
within  the  s^re  of  our  experietice  we  see  what  efficacy  the  oinnion  of 
'Jivine  interpositions  has  to  [Kvserve  a  sense  of  God  npon  the  mind.  It 
can  hardly  be  denied,  that  much  more  than  half  the  Religion  of  mankind 
grows  from  this  root,  which  if  you  could  totally  eradicate,  yon  would  leave 
very  little  notion  of  him  remaining  in  the  world.  Men  at  best  would  pro- 
'ceed  upon  the  principles  laid  down  [in  the  course  of  the]  firbt  Voltunc,  of 
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consulting  the  good  of  otben  bo  &r  as  tbcir  own  temporal  interests  were 
concerned :  and  it  must  be  gnat  lock  to  prevnil  on  tbcm  to  practise  so 
much  goodness  as  titaX. 

Then  if  we  proceed  from  the  abstractiona  of  theory  to  reason  upon  &cts, 
we  shall  find,  as  has  been  already  uiged  in  the  same  (^pter,  that  neither 
the  present  form  of  this  Earth  we  inhabit,  nor  courses  of  the  planets  com- 
posing the  solar  system,  could  have  been  eternal,  nor  probably  coeval  with 
the  existence  of  matter  and  gemeral  laws  of  solidity,  impulse,  attnkction, 
repuluoa,  uid  motion  :  tlieiefore,  there  must  have  been  an  interposition  to 
produce  the  present  order  of  visible  nature  out  of  the  confusion  of  a  Qiaos, 
or  out  of  some  former  order  obtaining  before.  TIhb  here  teems  to  be  a 
positive  proof  deduced  from  experience  that  the  divine  Power,  either  by 
itaelf  or  by  some  sufficient  minister,  does  interfera  with  tiie  laws  of  uni- 
versal natore  in  the  production  of  a  new  system,  which  was  not  provided 
for  by  thoec  laws :  what  then  should  binder  but  that  the  like  might  inter- 
fere upon  great  and  important  occasions,  daring  the  continuance  of  a  sys- 
tem ?  Nor  is  experience  wanting  in  the  apprehension  of  most  people  of 
events  biqipening  among  us  daily,  which  upon  reflection  must  be  acknow- 
ledged miracotoos  in  tlie  stncteat  sense,  that  is,  immediate  effects  irf  Al- 
mighty power  without  any  second  cause  mtervening. 

One  cannot  always  tell  what  grounds  to  go  upon  in  arguing  with  parti- 
cular persons,  tiieir  notions  being  so  various,  and  so  ottat  kept  in  reserve, 
as  makes  it  difficult  to  know  what  they  will  admit  and  whM  they  will  deny. 
But  it  is  the  orthodox  and  current  opinion,  tbat  the  Souls  <rf  men  wete 
created  at  some  time  while  the  fottus  lay  growing  in  the  womb.  But  it 
most  be  acknowledged  that  no  created  fieii^,  of  how  ejolted  a  nature 
soever,  can  produce  a  new  substance  out  of  nonentity,  or  be  employed  as  a 
Fiinister  in  the  operation.  The  laws  and  h^heet  powers  of  nature  can  do 
no  more  than  form  compounds  of  the  materials  under  their  command ; 
wfaicb  materials,  if  corporeal,  can  at  best  make  but  an  exquisite  machinery. 
destitute  of  all  perc^tion  and  vc^ntary  motion,  unless  some  particle  of 
apiritool  substance  be  stationed  therein  drawn  from  another  fund  where  it 
had  resided  before.  But  to  breathe  into  the  organized  chiy  a  Ixeadi  of 
life  nowhere  existing  before,  so  as  that  the  cranpositiou  shall  become  a 
living  soul,  most  be  the  work  of  no  less  than  God  hims^.  So  that  mi- 
rages are  so  far  frvm  being  incredible  or  even  uncommon,  diat  we  have 
them  continnally  worked,  as  often  as  a  child  is  born,  if  not  m  often  as  a 
snHDan  becomes  pregnant. 

8.  Perils^  thoe  deAy  cmdons  will  not  be  counted  miraculous,  because 
hi^tpening  daily,  and  nothing  be  admitted  to  bear  that  title,  unless  what  is 
rare  and  extPSM'idintry:  but  whether  we  give  them  the  epithet  or  no,  their 
esaeace  remaina  the  same,  and  there  may  be  wisdom  and  expedience  in  a 
measure  taken  upon  particular  occasions,  though  it  be  not  repeated  perpe- 
tually. To  reject  everything  aa  inorediUe  merely  for  its  being  strange  and 
annul,  would  be  doing  like  the  lowest  of  the  vulgar,  who  can  scarce  be 
brou^t  to  CT«dit  anyHung  of  the  manners  or  ingenuity  of  fordgners,  very 
diferent  from  what  they  have  been  aocustomed  to  see :  or  like  those  who 
will  not  bdieve  an  historian  relating  that  the  benox  of  king  Edward  Ute 
Fourtk's  reign  wore  their  shoe*  ot  such  enormous  length,  they  were  forced 
to  tie  up  the  toes  by  a  string  coming  from  the  knee,  to  prevent  their 
dottblingunder  them.  So  that  this  argument  proceeds  at  beat  upon  the  prin- 
cqrfes  of  the  nursery,  for  it  i^  much  the  same  with  that  ived  by  my  children's 
nurso,  when  upon  seeing  a  picture  of  my  Euridicc  brought  home,  she  cried 
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Ijsuk !  tbat  cannot  be  like  mistress,  for  she  has  nerer  a  blue  gown.  But  if 
this  anile  objection  must  prevail  with  us,  yet  it  will  not  hold  good  agaiuHt 
the  miracles  most  strongly  contended  for,  which  for  some  years  daring  the 
Christian,  and  eome  ages  daring  the  Jewish  dispeosatiDas,  were  so  frequent 
that  they  con  scarcely  be  called  strange  and  unusual  events,  bo  much  as  aa 
established  method  of  Govemmeat. 

Nevertheless,  bow  much  soever  this  objection  may  be  the  real  obstacle 
with  men  against  the  credibility  of  miracles,  they  may  not  know  it  them- 
Mlves ;  for  it  is  neither  miraculous  nor  uncommon  with  us  to  mistake  the 
true  grounds  of  our  persuasions  ;  and  we  find  it  now  bocked  with  another, 
namdy,  that  the  caae  of  tlie  miracles  they  reject,  is  not  the  same  with  that 
of  the  acts  of  Omnipotence  exerted  in  the  formatton  of  a  world,  or  the  crea- 
tion of  soul»  for  children.  For  the  first  of  these  gave  be^nning  to  a  aystem 
of  nature  not  before  existent,  and  the  latter  co-operate  with  the  naturu  laws 
of  generation  to  finish  the  work  they  must  have  left  imperfect :  but  that  a 
wise  Governor  should  innovate  upon  the  laws  himself  had  provided,  or 
break  through  them  while  subsisting  unrepealed,  still  remains  incredible. 

To  this  1  shall  answer  that  all  interposition  does  not  make  innovation  in 
the  laws  established.  What  if  water  was  once  changed  into  wine,  the  lawa 
of  natnre  producing  wine  by  the  vine  and  the  grape  continue  still  the  same. 
What  if  injunction  was  once  given  to  cut  off  every  bouI  of  the  Amalekites. 
the  laws  of  humanity  and  mercy,  of  love  even  to  enemies,  atiU  remain> 
inviolate,  and  have  been  strongly  inculcated  by  the  same  authority  which 
issued  the  injunction.  If  we  roust  be  obliged  to  justify  the  ways  of  God  by 
the  proceedings  of  man,  let  us  recollect  there  have  been  many  suspensions 
of  human  Uws  npon  particular  occasions :  we  have  known  it  done  in  our 
own  times  upon  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  that  great  barrier  of  our  liberties, 
yet  without  derogating  from  the  wisdom  either  of  the  law  or  the  legis' 
lature. 

And  the  interpositions  now  in  question  must  appear  less  incredible  when 
we  consider  the  purpose  for  which  tbey  are  supposed  to  have  been  made,  not 
to  supply  defects  in  laws  provided,  but  to  numifest  the  dominion  of  tbo 
Governor :  which  it  is  notorious  was  so  for  overlooked,  that  many  laboured 
arguments  have  been  carried  on  in  prose  and  verse,  in  seriousness  and 
ridicule,  to  prove  the  laws  self-ordamed,  without  a  legidature  to  eqact 
them,  or  governor  able  to  control  them.  Were  there  a  kingdom  so  wdl 
policied  as  that  all  things  might  be  kept  in  order  everywhere  by  subordinate 
magistrates  fully  instructed  in  their  duty ;  yet  if  the  people  in  some  distant 
corner,  Meing  nothing  higher  than  constables  and  justices  among  them, 
should  grow  refractory,  as  thinking  those  ofiicers  acted  upon  their  own 
authority,  would  it  not  he  more  than  credible,  that  the  prince  should  mani- 
test  himself  by  some  signal  interposition  of  power,  to  convince  the  mutineers 
of  his  dominion. 

Then  if  we  take  the  whole  series  of  interpositions  jointly,  they  may  not 
unfitly  be  hkened  to  those  used  in  the  formation  of  a  worid :  for  we  may 
reflect  how  great  an  influence  they  have  had  upon  the  moral  world  which  is 
a  part  of  the  natural,  introducing  a  new  aystem  of  thinking  and  acting, 
scarce  lees  important  than  that  formed  at  what  is  vulgarly  calted  the  crea- 
tion, out  of  a  chaos  of  ignorance,  darkness,  and  uncertainty;  or  as  the 
orthodox  say.  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old  system  originally  perfect. 

From  all  these  conuderattons  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that 
mintctes  are  not  essentially  incredible,  nor  the  evidences  c^  thero  deserving 
to  be  rejected  without  hearing ;  and  though  not  discoverable  by  leason 
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(bunded  on  expericDce,  yet  neither  are  they  cMilrary  to  reaeon,  or  expe- 
rieDce,  nor  like  the  idle  tide  of  a  maa  who  should  pretoid  by  his  natiual 
sagacity  to  have  found  out  a  method  of  &ying  about  in  the  air ;  because  we 
know  the  extent  of  human  powers,  and  know  that  this  ezfdoit  does  not  he 
within  them. 

9.  I^evertheleu,  credible  as  I  have  endeavoored  to  show  them,  I  still 
hold  them  highly  improbable ;  bat  that  I  may  not  give  offence  by  being 
misapprehended,  I  most  beg  leave  to  explain  my  ntcaaing  in  this  position. 
It  was  not  in  my  thought  to  pronounce  apon  the  validity  of  the  evidence 
offered  in  snpport  of  them,  for  it  does  not  suit  with  the  chaiaoter  I  have 
assumed  of  a  neutral,  to  determine  anything  concerning  their  probability  in 
the  manner  wherein  they  are  introduced  for  everybody's  examination :  all  I 
intended  was  to  assert  that  in  themselves,  divested  of  their  external  proofg, 
they  are  not  easy  to  be  credited.  80  that  supposing  I  had  never  heard  of 
any  such  thing  tiH  tbm  day,  and  just  now  some  teamed  man  were  to  tell  me 
he  had  met  with  a  book  wherein  were  reported  the  stories  of  the  burning 
bosh,  the  rod  tamed  into  a  serpeDt,  the  recalling  l«xaras  to  life,  and  soch 
like,  I  should  think  them  extremely  improbable :  and  though  upon  mature 
reflection,  not  absolutely  incredible  (for  perhaps  on  first  hearing  I  might 
deem  them  so,)  yet  requiring  very  weighty  and  cogent  evidence  before 
I  could  believe  them. 

For  experience  is  our  proper  guide,  the  foundation  of  aU  our  knowledge; 
if  we  are  to  place  no  confidence  in  that,  we  have  noUiing  to  trust  to :  there- 
fore all  deviations  therefrom  deserve  justly  to  be  suspected  as  false  appear- 
ances until  confirmed  by  reasonings  drawn  from  experience,  for  those  may 
sometimes  convince  us,  that  things  must  have  hi^pened  otherwise  than  we 
have  experimented,  as  in  the  ease  of  creation,  which  we  never  saw  an 
instance  of,  yet  we  may  gather  from  what  we  have  seen,  that  there  must 
have  been  such  an  operation,  either  in  time  or  from  everlasting.  Had  we 
miracles  worked  among  us  the  case  would  be  different,  for  then  afrer  being 
satisfied  upon  careful  examination  that  our  senses  had  not  deceived  us,  we 
should  have  their  experience  to  attest  the  truth  of  the  fiict ;  which  is  the 
same  evidence  we  have  for  common  phenomena :  but  our  evidence  of  super- 
natural events  comes  only  by  relation  and  traditionary  pro<^,  and  this  we 
must  weigh  in  the  like  manner  as  we  do  other  things  whereof  we  have  not 
the  direct  testimony  of  our  senses. 

We  cannot  penetrate  into  the  constitution  of  nature  nor  essence  of  ihingsi 
we  can  only  observe  how  they  constantly  operate  in  those  instances  where- 
with we  have  familiar  acquaintance,  and  what  are  the  ordinary  courses  of 
Providence :  which  afibrds  a  just  preeomption,  that  nothing  will  fall  out 
otherwise  than  we  have  experienced,  and  whatever  rdation  varies  therefrom 
must  consequently  be  improbable,  the  improbabihty  rising  in  proportion  to 
the  width  of  the  variance.  What  has  been  may  be,  is  a  common  saying, 
and  a  very  just  one :  to  which  we  may  odd,  what  has  constantly  happened 
in  one  manner  may  be  presumed  will  always  h^ipen  in  the  same,  as  being 
occasioned  by  certun  causes  which  cannot  operate  othervrise.  Therefore 
the  operations  of  nature,  so  for  as  we  have  intimate  aoqcaintance  among 
them,  raise  a  just  expectation  that  they  will  always  continue  the  same  course, 
together  with  a  persuasion,  that  they  ever  have  done  so  from  their  ban- 
ning to  work  !  and  every  relation  of  a  supernatural  event,  being  contrary  to 
this  persuasion,  or,  as  commonly  expressed,  contradicting  experience,  is 
highly  improbable  in  itself,  not  to  be  credited  without  the  strongest  e  '  " 
to  justify  our  assent. 
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10.  T«  ascertain  vbal  endence  xifiioes  to  overcome  thit  improlnbilitr 
Bii^t  be  impossible,  for  certainty  wss  not  made  foi  man,  nor  have  we 
any  one  dtannd  of  knowlod^  to  be  depended  upoa  as  infallible :  we  con 
onlyeoUect  oar  proofo  on  all  sides,  weighing  and  oomparing  them  together 
carefully,  and  then  every  man  must  use  liis  best  judgment  to  determine  npon 
the  iHttJe  view  of  partacnlara.  Undonbtedly  the  degree  of  improbability 
deserves  its  share  in  the  estimation ;  for  nobody  in  his  sober  senses  would 
not  credit  one  fact  upon  mnch  slighter  evidence  than  he  should  think  neces- 
sary to  establidi  the  tmth  of  another.  Sboold  a  person  unknown  tell  me 
tiiere  were  two  men  boxing  together  in  the  next  street,  1  might  believe  him, 
for  ench  thii^  happen  every  now  and  then  among  porters  and  tarmen : 
^mdd  he  add,  tluA  the  combRtants  had  the  dress  and  appearance  of  gen- 
tlemen, I  should  think,  to  use  the  newepiq>er  phrase,  the  thing  merited 
oonfirmation ;  bat  if  the  like  were  told  of  two  persons  whom  I  knew  to  be 
men  of  grave  depoitnait,  good  rank  and  character,  there  wouU  need  a 
host  of  witneeees  to  convince  me  of  the  faot. 

Iliucfore,  when  we  reflect  on  the  just  and  oataral  weight  of  improba- 
bility, it  seems  rather  too  daring  an  ent«pfise  of  divines,  when  they 
undertake  to  prove  their  all^ations,  if  we  will  only  allow  the  Sacred  Wiit- 
a^  so  mscb  credit  as  we  ^ve  to  a  common  historian :  for  I  cannot  help 
joining  with  Middleton,  that  if  some  of  the  accounts  recorded  there  were 
found  only  in  Sanoooiathon's  Fh^cian  History,  no  man  of  thought  or 
leaniingwovdd  heed  them,  or  at  moet  regard  them,  otherwise  than  as  fohu< 
toos  and  aU^tmoal,  conceding  a  moral  which  nobody  now  could  develope. 
Bnt  tiua  does  Dot  linrt  their  canse,  for  I  suppose  none  of  them  will  deny  the 
authority  of  Mows  and  Uattbaw  to  be  son^thli^  better  than  that  of  San- 
coniatbon  or  Livy. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  against  n^oFS  that  men  should  knowingly  em- 
brace or  needlessly  propagate  error :  they  may  frequently  be  led  into  it  by 
ddnrion,  or  mislead  oUters  for  designs  of  thdr  own,  but  without  some  good 
ground  of  suspicion  that  these  causes  interfered,  or  mle  remains  valid. 
Thereii»e  whatever  is  generally  received,  or  sedulously  inculcated  by  teachers 
of  whom  we  have  a  good  opinion,  or  strongly  believed  by  the  party  himself 
upon  former  conviction  of  his  nnderatandiiug,  though  the  motives  be  now 
fbigatten,  csmes  a  just  pinsui^ition  (rf  its  b^ng  true,  and  anything  offered 
in  contradiction  has  its  improbability  too,  for  which  he  may  reasonably 
dennmd  of  lite  free-thinker  a  good  evidence  sufficient  to  overcome  the  im- 
probability, as  the  latter  may  demaitd  of  him  good  evidences  sufficient  to 
overcome  the  improbability  of  sa|)emataral  operation ;  and  the  evidences 
ought  to  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  degrees  of  improbahillty. 

1 1 .  llua  improbabiJity  of  things  h^^tening  ont  of  the  natural  way ,  deserves 
the  Butbori^  of  a  genenl  rule,  which  if  admitting  of  ezceptione,  yet  is  not 
invalidated  thereby :  bnt  atiU  ongfat  to  take  place  in  every  instance  where 
there  is  not  particolar  cogent  evidence  of  an  excepted  case.  Some  people 
are  so  fond  of  Miracle,  they  would  give  everything  that  construction  :  if 
once  perauaded  that  a  penoo  has  wwked  them,  they  will  scarce  allow  him 
to  do  anything  like  other  men.  When  the  Jews  took  up  stones  to  cast  at 
Jesus,  we  are  told  he  withdrew  himself  out  of  their  sight :  this  the  com- 
mentaton  will  have  to  have  been  done  miraculously ;  bat  surely  any  common 
■man,  having  a  troop  of  his  friends  betund  him,  might  slip  away  among 
them  without  supenutoral  power.  For  my  part,  I  think  a  backwardness  to 
miracle  more  oommendable,  nor  would  I  choose  to  construe  anything  suc^ 
until  I  had  tried  all  possible  ways  to  account  for  it  by  natural  causes. 
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A  propensity  to  the  mincnloos  drawa  on  ouuij  pernicious  and  fetal  con- 
■eqnenoes :  it  leads  in  the  high  road  to  enthnriMm,  spiritual  pride,  censo* 
nonsDeea.  and  detpondencjr  npon  finding  the  dbuI  flood  of  illamination  fall 
riwrt  i  for  indigestion,  failing  of  spirits,  and  bodily  infirmity,  must  not  be 
natnnd  :  it  gives  narrow,  nnwovthy  notions  of  the  Deity,  debaung  his  Ma- 
jesty, cormpting  his  Purity,  and  vitiating  his  Holiness,  making  him  subject 
to  unaccountable  snddeD  tarns  of  humour  like  men  soothed  with  adoration 
and  prone  to  take  oSnce  at  trifles :  it  entii«ly  takes  avray  the  ose  of  reason, 
for  there  is  no  reason  but  only  fancying  upon  the  divine  councils :  and  pre- 
vents that  investigatiao  of  natural  causes  which  might  conduct  to  the  soui^eet 
and  mauUest  conception  of  his  providence,  and  best  grounded  admiration 
of  his  wisdom  in  bringing  his  purposes  to  bear  by  a  long-oom[riicated  suc- 
cesnon  of  varioosly-woriung  second  causes,  llien  if  spread  smtH^  the 
vulgsr,  it  drives  them  headlong  into  superstition  of  all  idle  terri^ring  kinds, 
dreams,  pmgnostias,  judgments,  fstaUties,  oonjurations,  signs,  visions,  appa- 
ritions, and  such  liln :  so  that  they  may  be  said  scarce  to  be  conversant 
among  mankind,  but  to  live  in  a  feiry  world  inhabited  by  phantoms,  apec- 
b'es,  and  hobgoblins. 

Upon  cootmaplation  of  tiiese  evils  we  may  find  escnse  for  the  fiw- 
thinker :  for  if,  as  may  be  condnded  from  the  near  resemblance  of  features 
between  him  and  the  bigot  observed  in  Chap.  ViU.  be  be  of  so  unhappy  a 
temperament  as  that  he  must  run  into  extfemes,  having  none  other  option 
than  either  to  bdieve  nothing  or  believe  anjrthing,  it  were  difficult  to  say 
which  of  the  two  were  the  [Knidenter  choice.  And  he  seems  seosUile  of 
his  infiimity,  as  one  may  guess  by  his  drairing  the  ridicule  wh^-ewitfa  he 
otxitinuaUy  pelts  rsUgion  from  the  topics  of  vulgar  superstition :  as  if  fas 
were  contdotts,  that  with  his  dnmsy  fingen  he  could  not  take  Religion 
without  taking,  too,  all  the  cobwebs  and  tnunpery  that  have  clang  about  it 
in  some  dirty  comer  of  the  nursery.  i 

1 2.  I  have  remai^d  just  «ow  two  opposite  improbabilities  to  be  weighed 
against  one  another,  that  of  aaything  being  put  out  of  its  natural  coarse, 
and  that  of  aober  w»e  men  giving  in^it  to  snch  events  without  ssffictent 
fbondatioB ;  besides  which  there  are  many  circumstances  attendant  upon 
tiieae  two,  desarving  a  place  in  the  scale,  among  which  we  may  reckon  the 
nature  and  tendencies  <rf  the  event.  If  a  man  of  honest,  judicioas  character, 
but  a  tittle  straightened  in  present  cash,  riiould  recave  a  strong  impressioa  ' 
in  a  dream,  that  his  deceased  friend  had  bid  him  look  under  a  particular 
bash  standing  near  the  path  he  intended  to  go  along  the  next  day,  where 
he  should  find  a  purse  of  money :  though  he  had  oo  faith  in  dreams,  it  is 
Ter7  likely  be  might  have  the  cariosity  bo  poke  about  a  little  under  the 
bosh.  If  the  direotioo  had  been  to  lay  five  gnineaB  there,  which  on  his 
returning  again  the  day  after  fae  shonhl  find  grown  to  a  hundred,  be  would 
hardly  care  to  ran  the  risk :  yet  apon  the  advice  being  repeated  four  or  five 
snoceasive  ni^ria  with  pressing  entreaties  and  expostaUttons,  he  might  be 
tempted  to  try  die  experiment.  But  if  be  were  commanded  to  break  open 
a  neigfabow's  hoase  for  the  moDey  with  an  assmance  of  the  deed  being 
lawliil  and  safe,  I  imagine  that  he  would  require  a  better  warrant  than 
twenty  dreams,  before  he  would  proceed  to  execution.  In  like  manner  if 
other  persons  had  UM  hin  of  havt^  hod  sach  dreams,  and  found  them 
accomplished  in  all  points  upon  foHowing  their  directions,  fae  would  want 
diflerent  degrees  of  evidence  to  ouBvinoe  him  erf  their  relations  respectively 
being  true. 

Therefore  where  the  faels-repwled  arc  frivolous,  nnbcooraing,  or  repng- 
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naiit  to  mir  ideas  of  justice  and  mercy,  they  cury  a  higher  degree  of  \m- 
probability  upon  that  account :  for  liiough  we  have  not  ao  perfect  a  know- 
ledge of  what  ia  agreeable  to  wiadom  and  goodnesa  as  to  render  evoTthiog 
appearing  foolishness  and  evil  incredible,  yet  we  must  and  ooght  to  give 
their  due  weight  to  the  jndgments  of  "oor  understanding,  that  salntary  guide 
given  us  from  God  for  our  general  directtou.  Where  the  facts  are  indif- 
ferent and  innocent,  less  urgent  proofo  will  do.  Where  they  tqipear  im- 
portant, conducive  to  some  gracious  purpose,  well  suiting  with  the  dignity 
and  character  of  the  performer,  a  single  witness  of  good  repute,  depoatng 
upon  his  own  knowledge,  might  suffice  to  gather  our  credit. 

For  this  reason  f  apprehend  it  very  material  to  take  tiie  internal  evidence 
of  a  Religion  into  account  in  judging  of  the  external :  for  where  a  system 
of  doctrine  esteemed  highly  beneficial  to  mankind,  as  tending  to  work  an 
advantageous  change  in  tiieir  sentiments  and  manners,  is  Bug^eeted  to  have 
been  introduced  by  a  series  of  sapemataral  interpositions,  their  improba- 
bility almost  vanishes  before  hearing  the  particular  testimonies  alleged  in 
support  of  them.  And  one  msy  obsCTve,  that  the  external  evidences,  by  the 
accounts  transmitted  to  them,  seem  to  have  been  purposely  given  in  such 
measure  as  to  weigh  down  the  balance,  or  not,  according  to  the  degree  of 
improbability  remaining  in  the  opposite  scale.  Therefore  they  do  not  suffice 
for  Religion  in  her  depravations,  which  cannot  stand  their  gronnd  with 
their  pretences  to  fresh  supernatural  testimonies. 

So  the  Papists  still  have  miracles  among  them :  and  whoever  will  drudge 
through  the  journals  of  our  Melhodists  cannot  help  seeing  they  endeavour 
lo  persuade  the  world  of  Miraculous  Providences,  and  a  divine  interposition 
perpetually  accompanying  them,  as  well  in  their  spiritual  w  common  trans- 
actions :  BO  you  must  needs  venerate  them  as  Apostles,  not  for  the  sacred- 
nCBB  of  their  doctrine,  but  because  the  hand  of  God  manifests  itself  so  sigt 
nally  in  their  favour.  But  in  proportion  to  the  purity  and  genniueness  of 
a  Religion  taught,  it  stands  in  1^  need  of  additional  testimonies  to  cost 
the  balance  on  its  side.  ThereftH'e  it  is  a  orcnmstance  in  favour  of  our 
divines,  that  they  make  no  pretencce  to  snpematural  illuminations  nor 
wonder-working  powers,  but  undertake  to  miiiiitmiii  their  cause  by  the 
old  ones  remaining  upon  record.  Nobody  am  well  doubt  the  power  of 
God  to  have  given  more  striking  evidences  than  he  has  done :  and  we  may 
regard  it  as  an  instance  of  his  wisdom,  that  he  has  given  them  in  such  just 
proportion  as  to  take  eBitct  where  they  ought,  and  to  foil  where  it  ia  beat 
they  should  fail,  that  is,  according  as  the  Rdigion  undentood  to  be  attested 
by  them  is,  or  is  not,  beneficial. 

But  we  must  take  with  us,  that  the  essence  of  Religion  liea  in  the  senU- 
ments  of  the  mind  and  dispositions  of  the  heart,  not  in  any  form  of  words 
or  articles  of  belief  which  may  raise  very  various  and  opposite  apprehenuons 
in  different  persons.  Now  if  we  examine  what  idea  the  free-thmker  enter- 
tains of  our  establbhed  Religion,  we  shall  find  it  a  bundle  of  superstitions, 
absurdities,  tynany,  and  priestcraft,  carrying  such  an  improbability  of  being 
the  work  of  God,  as  perhaps  no  reasonable  man  would  think  overcome  by 
the  evidences  alleged :  therefore  it  is  a  mercy  to  the  unbeliever,  that  these 
evidences  are  not  more  glaring,  because  they  might  mialead  him  into  a 
Religion  he  is  much  better  without,  than  if  he  received  it  in  that  disfigured 
state  whereunto  it  has  been  cast  by  his  misapprehension. 

13.  Then  the  other  improbability,  of  relatious  being  made  or  defended 
and  gaining  ground  without  eul&cient  evidence,  may  likewise  rcc^ve  abate- 
jnent  by  the  circunuloaces  found  to  attend  it.     Interest  may  engage  men 
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to  impose  npon  othera,  and  the  desire  of  ingratiating  with  the  powerful  or 
the  populace,  raise  ddenders  to  an  opioion  they  do  not  believe.  Good 
[jolicy  will  Eoinetiines  suggest  inventions  to  keep  an  ignorant  people  in  order, 
who  conld  not  be  brought  to  see  the  benefit  of  regularity  and  concord :  and 
the  reputation  of  an  able  dbputant  nrges  some  to  maintain  a  point  without 
ever  considenDg  it  calmly.  Notions  early,  imbibed,  and  never  called  in 
question  among  the  company  usually  conversed  with,  or  having  a  connec- 
tion with  the  profession  engaged  in,  will  often  give  a  secret  bias  to  the 
honestest  minds  to  support  what  they  esteemed  the  common  cauae.  A 
fondness  for  the  miraculous,  interwoven  in  many  constitutions,  has  a  sur- 
prising efficacy  upon  the  imagination,  changing  the  nature  of  things,  and 
making  their  very  improbability  a  motive  for  believing  them.  I  have  myself 
heard  stories  of  apparitions,  deaths  foreboded  by  the  party  being  seen  in 
two  places  at  once,  and  the  like,  upon  testimony  that  would  have  convinced 
hie  of  any  common  fact  without  leaving  the  least  shadow  of  doubt,  and  this 
by  persons  who  I  was  satisfied  bad  no  artifice  nor  intention  to  deceive  me. 
And  when  this  hapi<ens  to  be  the  national  humour,  one  may  expect  it  should 
run  far  greater  lengths  than  we  can  have  experienced  in  this  country  of 
reason  and  ridicule,  which  for  once  may  very  properly  join  in  alUance 
against  such  an  enemy. 

But  where  such  propensity  is  seconded  by  rdigions  zeal,  it  is  easy  to 
imagine  what  wonders  they  may  work  by  their  nnitcd  force,  perverting  the 
tenses  to  give  folse  evidence,  felsifying  the  records  of  the  merowy,  maJung 
men  undesignedly  add  circumstances  that  never  happened  to  a  real  trtuta- 
Bction,  pick  up  stories  from  anybody  npon  the  slightest  fbnndation,  and 
report  them  again  confidently  as  of  their  own  knowledge.  For  every 
miracle  full  evidenced  would  be  an  incontestible  proof  of  the  being  and 
dominion  of  a  God,  therefore  all  remissneas  in  believing  or  defending  it  is 
looked  upon  as  the  ain  of  Atheism :  which  produces  a  positiveness  and 
eagerness  of  assertion  that  nothing  can  compare  with,  except  party  zeal. 
Now  whoever  would  go  through  a  full  and  Mr  examination  of  snpematnral 
history,  ought  to  take  all  these  things  into  consideration,  and  give  them 
each  their  just  and  proper  weight  in  determining  his  judgment. 

14.  It  is  not  my  hnnnees  tu  apply  any  of  these  circumstances,  nor  to 
poise  their  respective  weights  in  particular  cases,  for  this  belongs  nither  to 
ecdesiastical  history  and  knowledge  of  the  world  than  to  philosophy ;  it 
wonld  be  carrying  the  shoe-maker  beyond  his  last,  and  encroaching  upon 
the  province  ot  divines.  They  may  juease  to  consider,  it  is  service  enough 
for  one  private  man  to  have  acted  as  pioneer,  endeavouring  to  level  t^t 
intrenchment  of  absolute  incredibility  wherewith  the  enemy  used  to  keep 
them  at  a  distance,  so  that  they  may  come  directly  to  a  general  action : 
and  to  have  reminded  them  of  the  several  quarters  in  the  adverse  camp, 
that  they  may  take  care  to  make  the  action  general,  and  not  in  the  hurry 
of  pursuit  leave  vacant  spaces  unoccupied,  where  the  enemy  rallying  from 
time  to  time  may  renew  the  fight  unexpectedly. 

For  I  wonld  wish  to  have  the  faith  of  mankind  compact  and  solid  through- 
out :  sound  not  only  in  the  articles  believed,  hut  in  the  foundations  for  be- 
lieving. It  is  not  unprecedented  for  men  to  build  a  real  truth  on  hollow 
ground,  in  which  case  their  faith  is  rather  good  fortune  than  good  conduct, 
and  will  be  apt  to  shake  and  totter  grievously  in  the  storms  of  opposition, 
or  batteries  of  ridicule.  If  I  have  any  title  to  meddle  with  the  merits  of 
the  cause,  it  must  be  in  that  part  respecting  the  internal  evidence,  which 
we  observed  before  has  h  ju£t  and  strong  weight  in  the  determination,  and 
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nratmbly  does  actiully  cut  the  balance  nhh  most  perwiu  :  but  ReUgion,  ea 
has  been  alreody  remarked,  does  not  consiit  eo  mocfa  in  a  set  of  articles,  a* 
in  tbe  aenM  imprcMed  by  them  npon  the  mind  :  to  Uiat  the  same  outvrard 
tana  of  pnrfeflaim  may  <»ntBm  very  difierent  Religions,  aome  frivolous, 
abmird,  and  wicked,  othcn  noUe,  rational,  and  holy,  accordingly  ae  diversely 
nndentood  or  apprehended  in  the  mind  of  the  hearer.  Therefore  what  I 
am  next  going  npon  may  be  of  sofne  moment  toward*  determining  the  jndg- 
inent,  which  ia  to  attempt  explaining  some  of  tbe  cnthadoi  tenets  by  Van 
theory  I  hare  eadeavonied  to  sketch  ont  in  this  work  upon  the  principlea  of 
haman  naeon,  aiming  to  find  out  snch  a  *enieof  them,  without  violenoe  at 
wRstHng,  as  may  coincide  or  prove  reconcilable  therewith.  By  which 
whoever  bappena  to  come  into  my  explanations  will  aee  what  degree  of  im- 
probtfUUty  still  remains  for  the  divine  to  overcome  by  skilful  management 
of  his  we«|>onB  of  external  evidence. 

IS.  Befot«  I  quit  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  bestow  a  little 
coonderation  npon  the  dengn  of  miracles,  so  &r  as  discoverable  to  onr  ^- 
prehensioD.  Ihe  interposition  of  Omnipotence  in  the  formation  of  a  world 
and  tbe  doily  creation  of  Souls  for  children,  were  made  essential  parts  in 
tbe  orignial  constitution  of  univeiBal  nature,  without  which  tbe  rest  of  the 
divine  plan  would  have  remained  imperfect,  nor  could  have  taken  effect. 
For  without  the  former,  neither  this  Earth  we  inhabit,  nor  the  productiona 
formed  therein,  could  have  bad  a  being,  and  without  the  latter  the  race  ot 
mHi  could  not  be  preserved  upon  earth:  so  that  those  may  be  ranked 
•maog  the  principal  Hnea  of  the  plan  neceeeary  to  sapport  and  sustain  one 
mother.  Bat  tbeae,  bow  much  aoerer  esteemed  the  immediate  work  of 
God,  are  not  vulgarly  styled  mirades :  for  if  a  hundred  young  fellows  and  a 
hnodred  girts  of  vigorous  constitotions  intennarry,  it  would  be  thought 
more  a  ndracle  if  they  did  not  produce  a  Uving  chUd  among  them  at  the 
twdvoDoatb'a  end,  than  that  they  should  produce  many  :  what  are  com- 
nonty  anderetood  as  miracles  can  scarcely  be  thought  necessary  to  carry  on 
dteooorsea  <rfnatnie,  or  supply  any  defects  in  the  provisiona  made  for  them. 
We  cannot  well  imagine  a  rod  changed  into  a  serpent,  because  there  were 
not  serpents  enow  generated  in  the  natnral  way,  nor  water  tamed  into  wine 
to  prevent  interruption  in  the  innocent  jollities  of  a  wedding ;  such  motives 
must  appear  of  too  little  importance  and  dignity  to  give  motion  to  the  arm 
of  Omnipotence. 

Therefore  we  suppose  none  other  intention  of  miracles  than  to  work  upon 
tbe  minds  of  men ;  they  were  aadently  called  signs  and  wonders,  their 
very  name  by  its  Latin  derivation  implies  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at.  as  the 
Greek  term  Thauma  does  a  thing  to  be  stared  at,  and  they  are  frequently 
declared  to  have  been  performed  for  manifesting  the  power  of  God.  We 
may  know  likewise  npon  tbe  anthority  of  Saint  Paul,  if  not  by  our  own 
understanding,  that  the  coittemidaticm  of  visible  nature  would  lead  to  the 
kno^edge  of  God,  if  duly  attended  to,  but  men  in  general  were  so  im- 
mersed among  sensible  objects,  and  the  puianit  of  their  pleasures  and 
prnate  interests,  diat  they  could  never  rise  to  a  competent  degree  of  that 
knowkdge,  so  we  may  conclude  the  principal  design  of  miracles  was  to 
supply  the  defect  of  deamess  in  their  undentandinga.  There  may  be 
■■(Aher  ase  of  them  for  giving  credence  to  express  messengers  sent  upon 
aome  particolar  errand,  bat  this  rdates  only  occaaionally  to  die  peraons  who 
•wm  to  receive  the  message ;  so  tbe  geawal  purpose  of  them  remains  none 
other  than  to  tmpreas  a  smse  of  the  being,  tbe  power,  and  dominion  of  God 
upon  the  hearts  of  mankind. 


by  Google 


GRACE.  175 

Tbere&ire  miracles  were  most  ptentifoHy  aajioyti  in  the  fln-liest  and 
ignorant  ages,  and  have  gradually  decreased  as  men  improved  in  observaticw 
and  knowiedge.  The  Angels  convened  iimnltarly.  upon  earth  no  kwger 
than  the  patriardial  times,  but  nftervsrds  ^tpeared  rery  rarely,  upon- 
solemn  and  eztnordioary  occasioas:  Urin  and  lliammim  scarce  held 
thrangbont  the  Jeinah  monarcby:  piaphecy  ceu«d  npon  the  coming  of 
Christ,  and  some  docton  hold  all  other  sapemataral  powers  died  with  the 
Apoedes ;  at  letst,  I  may  say,  withont  i^ence  in  this  land  of  freedom,  there 
has  been  nothing  of  miracle,  fsofihecy,  or  revelation  for  the  last  thoasand 
yean,  but  we  are  left  to  the  records  of  ancient  days,  and  those  subject  to 
msny  dtspntations  upon  their  autbenticity.  From  this  method  of  proceed- 
1^  in  the  goremment  of  the  moral  world,  we  may  gather  that  manUml  ia 
aaocessiTe  generations  stands  less  and  less  in  need  of  ^ns  and  wonders ; 
M>d  what  supeiulursl  operation  may  still  be  jodged  requisite  for  as  is  dis- 
pensed by  the  teeret  imperceptible  inflaencea  of  the  Coo^rter,  proosised  to 
be  o«r  light  aad  ctirector. 

But  we  are  not  to  expect  he  will  operate  in  a  visible,  sensible  manner, 
nor  to  look  for  him  in  transports  and  ecstades,  and  sudden  Sashes  of  ilhi- 
minatioQ.  We  are  told  his  office  Hes  in  teaching  as  sll  things,  but  ecstacy. 
and  transport  are  not  methods  of  teaching :  he  conveys  iostructioa  to  os 
Aroogh  the  channel  of  oar  own  understanding,  and  what  lights  he  Toudi- 
safss  to  afibrd  seem  to  us  the  discoveries  of  our  own  understanding. 
Wherefore  it  behoves  us  to  mske  an  honest,  hnmble,  industrious  use  of  tbU 
fae«tty,  npon  which  we  may  depend  with  more  assurance  than  mir  fture- 
fktbcn,  unce  we  have  the  promise  of  so  powerful  an  asustant  to  tnake  op 
for  its  natural  infirmities :  and  perhaps  when  he  shall  have  finished  his 
woiic,  even  the  remembrance  of  former  miradea  may  be  innocently  ami 
harmlessly  dnqiped.  Upon  these  considerations  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
that  our  ootcinporary  divines  act  prudently  in  being  less  copious  npon  those 
topics  than  their  predecessors,  bat  applying  themselvea  principally  to  clear 
and  open  that  channel  by  which  alone  we  now  receive  our  ipiritnal  food, 
reserving  their  estennls  for  such  who  could  not  otherwise  be  brought  to 
that  jost  and  livdy  sense  of  the  divine  dominion  and  attribntes,  and  babi- 
Inal  depradence  upon  Providence,  whicfi  are  the  grand  soorces  of  busan 
happiness,  both  in  this  worid  and  that  which  is  to  coue. 


CHAP.  XII. 

GRACE. 


AsTHOuoH  our  Church  acknowledges  miracles  to  be  ceased,  nevertheless 
I  tske  it  to  be  one  of  her  principal  doctrines,  that  the  S|Mrit  (rf  God,  or 
more  properly  God  the  iuAy  Ghost,  does  still  operate  upon  men,  enabling 
thesn  to  discern  truths  and  exert  a  vigour  of  mind  in  Uie  performance  <^ 
good  works  they  could  not  have  done  by  their  natural  powers.  Nor  is  this 
a  contradiction  to  the  cessation  of  mirades  any  more  than  the  doctrine  of 
creating  souls  for  children,  becanse  such  assistance  is  necessary  to  work  out 
our  salvation  :  but  we  have  seen  before,  that  mirade  is  understood  (rf  signs 
and  wondera  whose  principal  use  ia  none  other  than  to  strike  upon  the 
senses;  whereas  this  supernatural  operation  is  of  indispensable  use,  per- 
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fnnmeil  upon  thai  mcconnt  and  not  as  an  evidence  of  anything  ulse,  but  iUelf 

requires  other  evidence  to  prove  its  realitj'. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  proofs  of  there  heing  such  a  divine  inter- 
position ;  those  I  suppose  mnst  be  di«wn  from  the  oacred  Scriptures,  and 
left  to  the  management  ti  divines ;  no  more  belongs  to  me  than  to  examine 
vrhat  we  are  to  understand  when  we  hear  them  tidk  of  the  grace  of  God, 
and  tell  ub  that  no  good  thing  can  be  done  eflectually  without  it :  for  it 
wonid  be  too  hasty  to  reject,  and  of  little  service  to  adopt,  what  they  say, 
until  we  have  gotten  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  matter  alleged.  Now 
to  gain  a  clearer  txmception,  and  avoid  the  perplexities  conseqaent  upon 
taking  a  snbject  too  much  in  the  gross,  let  us  consider  separately  the  effect 
prodaced  in  the  mind  at  seaRona  of  grace,  and  what  causes  may  be  eapposed 
to  produce  that  effect.  But  these,  too,  merit  a  distinct  inquiry,  yet  are 
commonly  blended  together  under  the  same  term :  for  we  speak  of  a  man 
having  grace,  which  most  denote  the  state  of  his  understanding  and  tempw 
of  his  mind,  or  the  degree  of  activity- exerted,  and  of  this  being  owing  to 
the  grace  of  God,  which  must  refer  to  the  act  of  the  donor. 

S.  Nobody  can  misa  obeerving  what  varieties  there  are  in  the  cleamesa 
of  his  faculties  and  vigour  of  his  spirits  fitting  him  for  any  common  busi- 
nass,  profession,  science,  or  enterprise  he  can  nndertake,  more  at  one  time 
than  another.  Sometimes  be  finds  himself  tanteless,  inactive,  and  dull :  he 
strives  and  toils  without  making  any  progress,  all  is  task,  and  burden,  and 
blunder,  nor  can  he  do  his  work  to  satis^  himself:  another,  while  he  sees 
everything  at  a  glance,  his  scenes  appear  foil,  hie  objects  distinct  and  lively, 
he  proceeds  with  ease  and  dexterity,  his  labonr  becomes  an  entertainment, 
he  feeb  himself  carried  tJong  by  an  impulse  almost  whether  he  will  or  no. 
All  this  in  times  of  ignorance  and  darkness  was  deacribed  to  the  heavenly 
powers;  Apollo,  or  Hercules,  or  Mercury  were  invoked  upon  every  im- 
portant occasion  to  lend  their  present  aid  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
enterprise  to  be  gone  upon. 

And  we  still  figuratively,  though  not  snperstiCoosly,  speak  of  ine^ira- 
tions  almost  as  currently  as  the  Ancients :  the  hero  is  inspired  with  ardour 
in  battle,  the  politician  with  schemes  of  public  utility,  the  orator  with  elo- 
quence, and  the  poet  with  enthnuasm;  nor  do  we  want  to  be  taoght  the 
expedience  of  Hontce's  precept ;  Thou  shalt  do  and  say  nothing  against  the 
good  will  of  Minerva. 

This  particular  aptitude  for  the  work  in  hand  we  may  reckon  the  genus, 
whereof  grace,  considered  as  an  efiect,  is  the  species.  We  may  sometimes 
find  our  nnderstandings  clear  to  discern  the  subjects  of  divinity,  to  look 
forward  into  futurity,  perceiving  things  there  with  the  lively  colours  of 
present  objects,  having  an  unconfused  though  incomplete  conception  of 
Goodness,  of  Equity  of  universal  Providence,  rejoicing  in  its  protection, 
satisfied  with  its  proceedings,  earnest  to  perform  laudable  actions,  going 
through  our  duties  with  taste  and  pleasure :  these  I  take  to  be  the  seasons 
of  grace.  Thai  again  we  become  cold  and  heavy,  or  dragged  along  forci- 
bly by  appetite  and  worldly  pursuits,  immersed  in  temporal  engagements, 
scarce  able  to  raise  a  thought  of  anything  superior  to  natural  causes,  ba<^- 
ward  to  practise  what  we  know,  tempted  to  murmur,  to  despond,  to  doum 
of  the  divine  goodneae,  or  think  it  of  Uttle  avail  to  ounelves :  whenever  thb 
happens,  we  may  look  npon  grace  as  withdrawn. 

lliuB  the  reality  of  the  fact  is  certain  beyond  all  denial :  continual  expe- 
rience testifies  that  there  are  such  variations  as  above  mentioned  in  the 
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state  of  onr  understanding  and  alertness  of  our  activitj-.  which  if  anybody 
■hall  choose  to  express  hy  some  other  term  than  grace,  this  makes  no 
alteration  in  the  case;  for  names  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things,  but 
they  will  be  still  the  same,  whatever  denomination  yon  rank  them  under. 
Therefore  the  effects  meant  by  those  who  employ  the  word  grace,  and  its 
eflScacy,  cannot  be  controverted;  nor  that  we  shall  proceed  to  very  little 
purpose  in  any  exercises  of  Religion  or  morality,  when  we  have  it  not  in 
•ome  measure  upon  us  i  so  it  remains  to  inquire  what  are  the  cause*  to 
which  this  effect  may  be  owing. 

We  shall  find  nothing  in  experience  or  hnman  reason  to  hinder,  bnt  that 
it  may  spring  from  the  same  sources  with  the  other  effects  of  similar  kind 
taken  notice  of  above;  for  we  have  the  same  Incid  seasons  of  comprehen- 
non  and'energy  of  action  come  upon  us  to  carry  us  through  the  fimctions 
of  our  profession,  onr  investigations  of  science,  end  even  oor  amusements : 
tiie  enthusiasm  of  the  poet  differs  nothing  from  the  pious  ardour  of  the 
aaint  in  casence  and  quality,  though  it  does  greatly  in  value  and  importance. 
Yet  those  are  never  now  ascribed  to  divine  interposition,  but  deemed  to 
proceed  from  the  present  state  of  the  brtun,  condition  of  ibe  bodily  hu- 
mours, external  encouragements,  converse  with  peraons  of  similar  turn, 
sight  of  inviting  examples,  or  other  natural  causes.  Nevertheless,  the 
greater  importance  of  religious  inspiration  above  all  others  makes  a  very 
considerable  diflerence,  and  justifies  us  in  ascribing  it,  though  remotely, 
through  a  long  chain  of  second  causes,  to  the  act  and  purpose  of  God  as  a 
providential  event.  For  we  have  seen  in  Chap.  VI.  that  although  all 
thinga  Ml  out  by  the  divine  provision,  yet  those  only  wherein  we  can  find 
some  apparent  benefit  and  visible  mark  of  goodness  are  to  be  esteemed  pro- 
videntia],  and  more  so  according  to  the  greatness  of  the  benefit  discerned. 
Therefore  we  may  deservedly  give  this  inspiration  the  name  of  Grace,  as  « 
signal  and  inestimable  favour  to  the  receiver,  the  word  being  derived  from 
a  Tiatiii  term  signifying  Favour. 

3.  But  though  our  almighty  Governor  wants  neither  power  nor  skill  to 
complete  all  his  purposes,  and  effectually  confer  aU  his  favours,  by  tbe  wise 
disposition  of  second  causes  on  their  first  establishment,  so  as  that  both  the 
natural  and  moral  world  may  run  on  its  destined  couree  in  every  minute 
particular,  without  needing  the  Anther  touch  of  his  hand,  yet  on  the  other 
hand  we  have  seen  in  the  Chapter  on  Providence,  there  is  nothing  incon' 
■istent  with  our  ideas  of  the  Attributes  in  supposing  him  purposely  to  have 
left  room  in  the  plan  for  his  own  interpositions  at  such  times  as  he  judged 
proper :  whence  the  efifhsioo  of  grace  by  supernatural  operation  carries  no 
greater  weight  of  improbability  to  be  drawn  up  by  positive  evidence  in  the 
oppoute  scale,  than  what  hanga  to  every  fact  whereof  experience  and  reason 
can  give  us  no  assurance.  So  the  field  lies  open  to  divines  to  produce  what 
procn  they  have  in  btore  in  support  of  their  allegation  as  of  a  credible  point 
to  which  reason  harf  no  repug^iance. 

We  may  remember  further  as  vras  remarked  in  the  same  Chapter,  it  is 
reasonable  to  think  that  God  has  adapted  his  courses  of  Providence  to  the 
condition  and  occasions  of  his  intelligent  creatures,  making  the  natural,  the 
moral,  and  the  supernatural  systems,  harmonize  and  mutually  correspond 
with  one  another:  therefore  the  generality  of  mankind  being  so  circum- 
stanced as  that  the  thought  of  his  dominion  and  Euperintending  Providence 
might  be  lost  without  an  opinion  of  his  being  present  and  direcdy  operating 
among  them,  affords  a  degree  of  probability  that  he  does  so  operate. 
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If  the  divines  think  tbia  argument  of  807  weight,  tbejr  afe  hewtiljr  wd- 
come  to  it :  the  point  it  tends  to  oonfirm  being  of  m  gmt  coasequence, 
that  a  pnident  man  would  be  ^ad  to  give  ao)r  helps,  wuch  may  be  ot  ser- 
vice. What  thon^becantiiniMlfq^^irad  the  moral  world  administered 
by  a  long  oomi^icated  tissoe  of  natural  oaoses,  reacUog  from  the  first  eet«- 
Uiahment  of  nabire,  he  most  be  sensible  that  many  cannot  follow  bim  in  tbia 
thought ;  but  it  is  of  tite  utmoat  momedt  that  tbey  should  have  a  lively  aense 
of  a  Providence  jvesidiog  over  tbeir  tfaongfata  and  actions,  especially  those 
relating  to  their  spiritual  concerns.  Therefore  tbegnmd  important  pt^nt  to 
inculcate  is  this,  that  grace  comes  firom  God,  the  manner  how  it  c«mee  b 
rather  matter  of  apecolatioD,  unless  so  far  aaneceaauy  to  satisfy  of  the  other: 
then  let  every  man  believe  it  to  oome  in  anch  maimer  as  be  can  comprehend, 
leat  if  you  disturb  him  in  this  cirramstaoce,  he  should  not  bebeve  it  to  come 
from  God  at  all. 

4.  Yet  as  the  beet  things  corrupted  become  the  worst,  and  the  moat  sa- 
tntary  opinion  may,  by  a  little  perversion  or  extravagance,  turn  into  a  poi- 
sonous tkotion,  therefore  it  is  c^  most  dangerous  tendency  far  a  man  to  per- 
suade himself  be  perceives  the  divine  interposition  actually  operating  upcm 
bim.  There  are  those  who  fimcy  tbemaelvea  too  cunning  for  tbe  Spirit  of 
God;  he  means  to  give  hie  influences  secretly,  but  they  can  find  him  out ; 
they  can  see  the  fla^KS  of  illumination  and  feel  the  floods  of  inspiration  poured 
upon  them  immediately  from  the  divine  hand ;  they  can  give  an  exact  histm^ 
of  all  bis  motions  from  the  very  day  and  hour  when  he  first  toudied  their 
hearts,  eonretting  them  from  obdurate  unners  into  tbe  children  of  heaven. 
It  were  scarce  credible,  bad  we  not  eiainples  among  our  cotemporariea,  to 
what  wild  lengths  of  superstition  and  enthusiasm  these  fancies  will  carry 
men :  debasing  the  Majesty  of  God,  creatiag  spiritual  pride,  and  &  supetla- 
tive  ccmtempt  ot  their  fellow-creaturea. 

For  though  we  know  God  is  omnipresent,  alike  povrerfiil  everywhere,  and 
wants  not  largeness  of  intelligence  to  act  in  any  one  particular  place  without 
disr^arding  ^1  others,  yet  tlus  is  by  much  too  vast  an  idea  for  our  compre- 
hensioD  :  if  we  conceiTe  him  familiarly  present  and  immediately  operating 
upon  ourselves,  we  shall  unavoidably  fall  into  an  ^prehension  of  his  being  A- 
sent  or  regardless  dsewhere,  and  iusensibly  nourish  a  conceit  of  being  pecaliar 
favourites,  but  all  others  m  a  manner  outlawed  from  his  providence,  to  be  re- 
garded aa  aliens  rather  than  compatriots.  But  thera  are  degrees  of  extravm- 
gaoce,  and  I  am  apt  to  suspect  that  many  pious  Christiana,  especially  of  the 
female  sex,  though  not  running  those  lengths,  yet  do  a  little  sorpasa  the 
bounds  of  moderation:  therefore  tbey  can  never  be  too  much  upon  thw 
guard  against  the  notion  of  perceiving  the  immediate  operations  ij  the  holy 
Ghost  whereinto  they  are  unwarily  di«wn  by  a  common  figure  of  speech,  the 
Metonyme,  of  taking  a  cause  for  the  efiect. 

In  extraordinary  events  afiectiog  the  state  of  kingdoms,  or  Rdigion,  or 
private  families,  or  particular  persons,  we  may  be  said'with  propriety  to  sec 
the  Fmger  of  Heavm,  because  the  natural  causes  which  brought  them  about 
receive  their  disposition  from  tbe  touch  of  that  finger.  We  are  very  pR> 
perly  said  to  receive  our  daily  bread  from  tbe  Hand  of  Heaven,  because, 
the  fertility  (tf  soils  and  industry  of  man,  supplying  plenty  of  bread  to  be 
found  in  every  baker's  shop,  derived  origioatly  bota  that  band.  So  with 
the  same  propriety  we  may  speak  of  feeling  the  grace  of  God  in  o«r  under- 
standings and  hearts,  because  our  C^nrch  instracts  us  tu  ascribe  it  to  his 
interposing  among  second  oauKs,  yet  without  idea  ot  an  immediate  opera- 
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tio&  at  the  iiutant  time  of  Feeling ;  for  I  apprebeod  the  orthodox  doctrine  of 
grace  carries  no  inch  unae. 

We  are  taught  opcm  a  higher  antbority  that  the  wind  bloweth  where  it 
liAeth,  thou  haareat  the  aonnd  thereof,  but  kooweat  not  whence  it  cometh 

nor  whither  it  goeth:  bo  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  the  Spirit: that  is, 

if  I  majr  be  admitted  to  ofler  an  interpretation,  in  the  puigs  of  a  spiritual 
birth  die  patient  aenaiblj  feeb  the  effects,  but  knows  nothing  of  when,  or  in 
what  part  the  touch  was  given.  Or  if  I  may  presume  to  illustrate  further, 
I  woold  compare  the  eflttsion  of  grace  to  a  plentiful  ebower  io  a  dry  aummer : 
if  yon  go  oat  immediately  you  will  see  the  tnrfo  atiU  russet,  the  loives  hang- 
ing lank,  and  the  fruits  wrinkled ;  but  look  again  a  day  or  two  after,  and 
sverything  qipeara  Uvdy,  vigorona,  end  flouriBhing.  Therefore,  if  a  man. 
aftv  kog  confinement  to  his  bed  by  uckneas,  should,  upon  looking  out  at 
window,  discover  an  nnnanal  verdure,  he  may  conclode  that  it  has  runed, 
not  that  it  actually  does  ram :  so  if,  after  a  seaaon  of  thoughtlesBnees,  yon 
perceive  your  nnderetanding  on  a  andden  lively  to  disoera,  and  your  will 
▼igoroQs  to  ponroe  heavenly  things,  you  may  ortbodozly  oondude  there  has 
been  an  eSiisioti,  not  that  ^ere  ia  one  now. 

One  way  of  grace  coming  is,  we  are  told,  by  hearing ;  but  when  you  are 
touched  with  a  sermon,  the  infiuence  is  transmitted  to  you  through  the  aa< 
tural  channel  of  human  eloquence :  so  tbe  effusion  was  never  poured  upon 
yon  at  til,  but  upon  the  preacher  some  time  before  he  compoeed  the  dia- 
conrae,  which  it  may  be  was  done  a  year  ago.  Well,  bat  you  have  heard  the 
same  sermon  before  without  being  affected  by  it  in  like  manner,  so  the  dif- 
ference must  be  owing  to  some  iteration  in  yourself :  this  I  can  easily  be- 
lieve, for  I  have  myadf  read  treatises  of  divinity,  of  metsphyaica,  of  mathe- 
matica,  orations,  histories,  tales.  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Milton,  with  very  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  emdoment,  taste,  and  emotion.  Bat  if  we  are  instructed 
to  beUeve  the  particular  cfiectingnees  of  a  rdigicus  discourse  proceeds  from 
the  workings  of  the  spirit,  why  must  the  operation  exciting  those  workings 
be  instantaneous  and  immediate  ?  The  spirit  is  the  same  God  with  him  who 
cataUished  the  courses  of  nature,  and  accomplishes  distant  purposes  surely  by 
their  mechanical  motions ;  has  he  then  in  his  person  of  the  spirit  so  little 
command  over  second  causes  that  be  cannot  prepare  them  in  a  roanuer  to 
•xcite  grace  in  the  heart  long  after  his  operation  ceases,  but  to  have  the 
work  well  done,  most  do  it  himself  ?  Since  then  we  cannot  pretend  to  limit 
the  power  nor  wisdom  of  tbe  Spirit,  and  have  found  such  mischief  spring 
from  an  opinion  of  his  immediate  operations  being  discernible  by  the  senses, 
it  were  much  safer  to  entertain  no  ancb  opinion. 

6.  The  thought  of  a  present  Ddty  working  apon  us  is  an  intoxicating 
thooght;  how  much  soever  it  may  soothe  the  young  beginner  at  first,  the 
indulgence  of  it  is  extremely  dangerous :  it  ia  like  a  fatigued,  thirsty  man 
putting  his  mouth  to  tbe  brandy  bottle ;  he  may  design  only  a  moderate 
cordial,  but  can  never  be  sure  bow  much  more  than  is  good  for  him  will  not 
alip  down  his  throat.  Therefore  as  I  did  before  in  the  Chapter  on  Provi- 
dence, I  shall  now  again  recommend  to  every  man  to  remove  the  flogo'  of 
God  from  him,  as  br  as  be  can  without  letting  it  go  beyond  tbe  reach  of 
his  comprehension ;  if  he  believes  the  grace  in  his  heart  owing  to  a  super- 
natural interpoMtion  of  the  Spirit,  still  he  may  place  a  line  of  second  causes 
between  the  act  of  God  and  tbe  effect  ha  feels.  By  practice  in  any  science 
or  way  of  perfwDMnoe  we  strengthen  our  faculties,  eo  as  clearer  to  discern 
and  readier  to  execute  new  matters  of  similar  kind  after  '  "onstderaUe  in- 
N  3 
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tennmsion ;  and  expertness,  though  gradually  acqaired,  commonly  shows 
itself  complete  at  some  particular  time;  nor  is  it  ioconceivable  that  ttie 
divine  interpoMtion  may  work  a  like  alteration  in  the  faculties,  giving  them 
a  clearness  and  vigour  not  to  be  attained  by  oBtural  means,  but  to  Ue  dor- 
mant until  the  occasion  offers  for  using  them.  Therefore  if  any  man  most 
frame  some  particular  imagination  concerning  the  manner  of  the  Spint'a 
working,  which  yet  he  might  more  prudently  forbear,  let  him  suppose  it 
done  by  acting  upon  his  organs  in  bis  sleep,  or  at  some  former  time  when 
he  did  not  perceive  it. 

Those  who  have  gone  through  a  grammar  school  must  remember  that 
sometimes,  on  the  evening  before  a  repetition  day,  they  have  striven  and 
toiled  for  several  hours  to  get  their  task  by  heart,  but  to  no  purpose,  being 
unable  at  bed-time  to  repeat  a  single  sentence  right ;  nevertheless,  awaking 
in  the  morning,  they  have  often  found  it  ready  at  their  tongue's  end,  so  that 
they  could  go  through  the  whole  currently  without  mistake  or  hesitation. 
Now  I  do  not  offer  this  as  an  instance  of  snpernatuial  grace,  for  it  would 
be  almost  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  to  believe  him  employed  in  so 
trifling  a  service  as  to  help  a  school-boy  in  saying  his  lesson  :  I  only  men- 
tion it  in  order  to  introduce  another  case  which  may  be  thought  worthy  hia 
assistance.  Suj^fose  then  I  had  an  intimate  friend  whom  I  greatly  loved  and 
esteemed,  but  who  had  fallen  into  some  gross  and  fatal  error  on  the  funda- 
mentals of  Religion.  After  many  unsuccessful  attempts  to  reclaim  him,  I 
wish  to  introdnce  an  able  divine,  whom  I  know  to  be  a  man  of  sound 
knowledge  and  judgment,  better  skilled  in  managing  those  points  than 
myself:  but  my  friend  has  taken  an  utter  distaste  to  all  partons,  and  will 
not  hear  one  of  them  being  brought  to  talk  with  him.  What  then  have  I 
else  to  do  but  wait  npon  Uie  doctor,  in  order  to  gather  such  information  from 
him  aa  I  may  employ  afterwarda  myself  in  the  best  manner  I  am  able  ?  Ac- 
cordingly, I  obtain  a  conference,  and  receive  aucb  a  scheme  of  argumentatioa 
as  I  think  cannot  fail  of  takmg  effect,  if  I  could  but  convey  it  unbroken  : 
but  it  is  long,  consisting  of  many  particalars,  and  intricate ;  so  as  to  make 
it  difficult  to  be  retained  in  mind  without  losing  any  of  that  clearness  of  ex- 
planation and  closeness  of  deduction  wherein  its  efficacy  must  consist.  Cht 
coming  home  I  endeavour  to  recollect  what  I  had  heard,  and  fix  everything 
upon  my  memory  in  the  proper  order  and  colours  wherewith  it  had  been 
delivered,  bnt  after  many  houra'  toil  and  labour,  find  1  can  ntake  out  no- 
thing regular  or  satisfBctory  ;  ao  am  forced,  like  the  school-boy,  to  go  to 
bed  in  desperation  of  doing  any  good :  nevertheless,  in  the  morning  I  have 
tlie  whole  occurring  to  my  thoi^ta  spontaneously,  in  the  fuU  vigour  and 
precision  I  could  wish,  and  ap[dying  it  immediately  to  my  unhappy  friend, 
thereby  cure  him  effectoally  of  his  error. 

Now  if  I  am  persuaded  upon  the  anthorityof  the  Church,  that  the  divine 
assistance  must  have  been  afforded  to  make  me  inatrumenial  in  the  saving 
of  a  soul,  when  am  1  to  believe  the  hdp  -noi  given  i  Sorely  not  when! 
felt  its  effects  in  the  morning,  for  there  is  no  difficulty  in  reading  the  tracea 
of  one's  memory  when  clear  and  vivid :  this  I  can  do  by  my  own  strength 
without  supernatural  aid :  it  is  no  more  than  repealing  the  Lord's  pray^ 
or  anything  else  one  is  familiarly  acquainted  with.  Is  it  not  more  rational 
to  suppose  the  Spirit  aiding  the  preceding  day,  while  1  took  so  much  pains 
in  a  good  work,  without  perceiving  any  progre«e  made  therein  ?  l)ut  he 
knew,  though  I  did  not,  that  the  pains  then  taking  woiJit,  by  his  co- 
operating influence,  cast  my  mental  organs  into  such  a  slate,  as  that  by 
their   mechanical    workings   in    my   skep    they   should   range  themselves 
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exactly  in  the  order  wanted,  which  they  have  a  quality  of  doing,  as  has 
been  remarked  before  in  Cbaf.  X.  §  4,  of  the  Fint  Volume. 

6.  For  i  take  it  likewise  to  be  orthodox  that  the  Spirit  does  nothing  for 
at  by  himself,  but  only  co-operates  with  our  endeavours ;  we  must  try,  or 
no  eflect  will  ensue:  so  the  effect  must  appear  to  be  produced  by  our  own 
powers,  and  so  indeed  it  always  is,  but  with  the  secret  influence  supplying 
their  insufficiency  of  strength.  This  exclodes  all  spontaneous  illumiuatioiia 
which  we  have  done  notliing  ourselves  to  procure,  and  all  irreaietible  grace 
forcing  upon  ns  against  our  Will.  We  may  consider  further,  that  the  Spirit 
does  not  act  upon  our  bodily  jiowera,  he  never  invigorates  our  muscles  to 
give  us  more  than  human  Etrength,  nor  purges  our  optics  to  make  us  see 
objects  in  the  dark  ;  but  confines  his  aid  to  helping  na  in  our  spiritual  oon- 
ceros  by  supplying  us  with  grace. 

Now  though  1  have  hitherto  applied  the  term  Grace,  considered  as  an 
eflect,  to  clearness  of  appreheasioa  and  atroigth  to  perform  good  works,  in 
compliance  with  the  current  language,  and  to  avoid  the  obscurity  arising 
from  needless  abstractions,  yet  in  strictness  these  things  are  not  grace 
itself,  but  the  fruits  of  it.  For  piety  and  goodness,  though  best  evidenced 
by  good  works,  do  not  consist  in  them  ;  it  is  the  diapowtion  and  habit  of 
the  mind,  properly  termed  grace,  which  makes  a  man  good :  and  this  be 
must  have  before  he  can  perform  good  works,  though  he  cannot  know  it 
himself  without  that  proof.  The  grace  is  a  permanent  quality  abiding  with 
him  in  his  sleep,  at  his  meala,  his  diversions,  at  other  times  when  be  has  no 
opportunity  of  exercising  it,  and  prior  to  the  pious  thoughts  and  actions 
which  first  wBjraDt  us  to  pronounce  it  subsisting.  But  this  grace  was  the 
effect  of  his  former  endeavours  to  att^n  it,  assisted  by  the  Spirit  co-ope- 
rating with  hif  at-  the  time  of  exerting  them ;  which  endeavours  must  be 
repealed  to  acquire  a  habit,  and  so  frequently  prove  ineffectual  that  he  can 
never  know  they  have  succeeded,  and  consequently  can  never  know  the 
Spirit  has  co-operated,  until,  upon  subsequent  trial,  he  discovers  tbeir  effects 
after  the  operatiDn  has  ceased. 

Hence  it  appears  from  the  nature  ofthe  thing,  that  the  notion  of  discerning 
an  immediate  effusion  of  the  Spirit,  or  feeling  the  finger  of  God  move  upon 
our  hearts,  has  no  manner  of  foundation ;  for  the  impulses  of  grace  are 
nothing  else  than  the  spontaneous  workings  of  a  habit,  or  vigorous  state  of 
our  focnlties,  acquired  by  our  own  well-applied  industry;  nor  have  we  evi- 
dence of  anything  co-operating  with  that  industry,  either  from  experience 
or  elsewhere,  unless  what  can  be  drawn  from  the  written  oracles  and  argu- 
ments urged  upon  them.  After  fidl  conviction  worked  upon  a  man  this 
way,  that  no  good  thing,  efficacious  to  secure  his  spiritual  interests,  can  be 
thought  or  done  without  sapematnral  assistance,  then  indeed  he  may  have 
experimental  knowledge  of  the  Spirit's  co-operating,  and  feel  the  power  of 
God  upon  his  heart ;  becaaee  he  may  experience  effects  which  he  is  already 
persuaded  could  ikot  have  been  produced  by  his  natural  powers,  without  an 
additional  strength  thrown  into  them  by  divine  interposition. 

7.  Those  among  us  who  pretend  to  extraordinary  illuminations  and  super- 
natural powers,  may  be  perceived  extremely  willing  to  have  them  taken  for 
divine  testimonies  to  their  doctrines  and  practices  :  but  they  do  not  reflect, 
tu,  indeed  they  seldom  do  anything  with  reflection,  that  herein  they  change 

.  their  very  nature,  bringing  them  to  rank  under  the  class  of  signs  and 
wonders,  that  is,  direct  miracles,  worked  itot  so  much  for  their  immediate 
uses  as  for  manifestation  of  the  divine  power  to  such  as  could  not  be  mada 
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sensible  of  it  any  other  way ;  whereas  the  Bssistance  of  Hit  ComJbrter  wu 
promised  for  the  neoeesary  oses  of  the  receiver,  nor  con  serre  as  a  maoifeft- 
tatioD,  because  not  credited  by  the  bystander  unleoa  conTioced  before,  of  the 
power  of  God  working  this  way,  upon  Scripture  aathority.  Hie  rame  aa- 
thority  indeed  teatifies  that  the  Spirit  did  operate  miracnlously  upon  the 
Aposdes  at  the  feast  of  Pentecost  and  upon  tevenil  other  occasions  :  bnt 
this  was  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  Religion,  since  when,  say  our  docton, 
such  operatians  have  totally  ceased. 

When  were  miracles  ever  employed  for  removing  the  oorrupttona  ol 
Religion  unoe  it  hae  been  an  old  one  i  Are  our  modem  iDnovations  of 
greater  importance  than  the  Rdbrmation  ?  Yet  that  work  of  God  went  on 
without  signs  and  wooden,  and  still  continues  going  on,  if  we  may  gather 
from  the  very  recent  disbandment  of  that  body-guard  of  Popery  the  Jesuits. 
Our  first  reformers  claimed  no  miraculous  illuminationB  nor  extraordinary 
powen,  but  could  execnte  what  work  Grod  in  his  wisdom  judged  needful  for 
them  to  do,  with  the  ordinary  asaistance  of  the  Comforter  afforded  to  every 
pious  Christian  sediing  it  honestly,  diligently,  and  humbly,  not  saying  ar- 
rogMitly  within  himself,  God,  I  tbuik  thee  that  I  am  not  as  this  pnUican. 

However,  since  it  is  in  vain  to  reason  with  people  who  make  a  merit  of 
despising  reason,  but  they  will  continue  obstinate  in  holding  the  revival  of 
miracles,  I  would  wish  them  to  be  very  careful  in  distinguishing  the  genmne 
from  the  spurious ;  for  they  may  remember  that,  when  God  works  his 
miracles,  he  permits  other  powers,  at  the  same  time,  not  cmnmisaioned 
from  him,  to  work  t^ieirs.  When  Mosea  turned  his  rod  into  a  serpent.  Hie 
Egyptian  magidans  turned  theirs  into  serpents  likewise :  while  orvcles 
were  delivered  forth  from  before  the  ark,  the  witch  of  Endor  called  up 
Samuel  from  the  grave  by  necromancy :  while  Micaiah  declared  the  Word 
of  tbe  Lord,  Satan  knew  whom  to  in^ire  for  Ahab  to  go  up  to  battle  against 
the  Syrians :  while  Jesus  healed  all  manner  of  diseases  the  devils  could  troop 
by  l^ions  into  the  body  of  a  demoniac,  and  being  driven  from  thence  impd 
the  swine  by  thousands  to  run  violently  down  a  precipice  into  the  sea. 
Therefiire,  those  who  believe  miraculous  illuminations  renewed  among  th«D, 
have  reason  to  expect  that  delusions  will  be  intruded  in  their  company  : 
they  know  very  well  who  con  upon  occasion  transform  himself  into  an  angel 
of  light,  so  that  the  apparent  operations  of  the  holy  Spirit  may  be  cotmter- 
feit :  for  it  is  not  unlikely  that  some  Devil  of  perversoiess  or  vanity  may 
work  such  wonders,  aa  will  if  possible  deceive  even  the  elect.  Iltey  ought 
not  then  to  be  over  hasty  and  confident  in  their  inward  feelings,  but  take 
Saint  Paul's  advice  to  by  every  spirit  before  they  trust  him  ;  and  study 
calmly  the  doctrine  of  touches,  that  they  may  not  be  imposed  upon  to  mis- 
take Uie  cloven  foot,  for  the  finger  of  God. 

8.  We  may  observe  likewise,  that  tiiere  are  means  of  grace,  and  ways 
of  qaenching  the  Spirit,  and  men  ere  said  to  grieve  the  holy  Sjnrit :  by 
these  expresuens  some  people  are  led  iooonsiderately  to  fancy  themselves  oif 
importance  with  God,  as  if  they  could  merit  his  fitvour,  or  disa^qioint  him 
as  they  pleased.  Bat  they  must  entertain  a  very  unwordiy  opinion  of  him, 
as  But^ect  to  human  passions,  to  imagine  they  can  stir  up  either  fondness  or 
vexation  in  him  by  anything  they  do  i  each  imaginations  may  be  indulged 
to  persons  of  gross  apprehension,  who  can  rise  no  higher  than  tbe  ideas 
exhibited  by  one  anoUwr,  and  can  think  of  God  no  otherwise,  than  as  a  wj 
good  and  powerful  man,  living  somewhere  above  the  doadsi  bnt  those 
who  pretend  to  more  light  than  all  the  rest  of  mankind,  onght  to  know  that 
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grievii^  i*  Ml  eiotcnc  tenn  deB%ned  only  for  the  vulgar,  to  touch  their 
affectiooa  with  the  Mi^ettion  of  ingratitude  to  their  protector  and  beat 
benefactor. 

Hie  other  phrsMs  oC  quenching  the  spirit,  and  using  the  means  of  grace, 
miut  relate  to  the  q>irit  of  grace  in  lu,  considered  as  an  effect  of  some  prior 
cause  :  for  it  cannot  be  conceived  that  the  act  of  God  may  be  frustrated,  or 
rendered  effectual  by  anyihing  of  our  doing.  But  we  are  to  understand 
thereby,  that  any  good  disiKwition  of  suod  or  vigour  of  resolution  we  pos- 
seat.  here  called  grace  and  spirit,  may  be  wealLened  or  destroyed  by  our 
ill  conduct  or  neglect :  and  were  acquired  by  means  of  our  own  using,  with 
the  divine  assistance  co-operating,  not  acting  as  a  distinct  agent,  but  adding 
energy  to  the  powers  we  exert.  Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  study  carefully 
what  are  the  means  of  grace,  and  practise  them  sedulously,  and  we  shHll 
find  they  are  sui^  as  have  a  natora)  tendent^  to  procure  the  temper  of  mind 
we  desire ;  for  the  S^it  of  God  does  tio  more  than  assist  nature  where  she 
falls  de6cieut,  it  never  counteracts  or  controls  her. 

So  then  our  business  is  to  examine  our  nature,  our  wants,  and  our  powers, 
using  our  best  reason  for  applying  the  one  to  the  other  :  the  same  measures 
of  conduct  will  be  expedient  as  if  there  were  no  supernatural  interpoeition ; 
the  only,  though  very  material  difference  this  makes  i^  in  the  success,  not 
the  choice,  nor  the  prudence  of  our  proceedings.  Only  we  must  take  care 
to  inform  our  reason  by  what  lights  we  can  gather  from  any  quarter,  still 
em|>loying  our  judgment  in  choosing  our  guides,  interpreting  their  direc- 
tions, and  applying  them  to  particular  occasions  ;  and  if  we  manage  well 
and  honestly  in  all  these  points,  we  may  rest  assured  both  from  reason  and 
promise,  that  should  any  Airther  assistance  be  neceseary,  God  will  graciously 
afford  it  DS  in  as  ample  a  mamier  as  he  sees  requisite. 


TRiNiry. 

Wb  ooma  now  to  the  most  mysterious  aiticle  of  the  Christian  faith,  the 
hardest  of  digestion  to  the  reasouer,  esteemed  moat  sacred  by  the  orthodox, 
and  adutowledged  incomprehensible  by  both;  which  we  are  taught  to 
regard  as  the  gnmd  fundamental  of  our  Religion,  to  be  received  upon  tlie 
Word  of  God  with  a  reverential  awe  and  submission,  not  to  be  curiously 
pried  into. 

I  have  sometimes,  in  entering  upon  knotty  inquiries,  introduced  them 
with  an  invocating  prelude,  to  render  the  spirits  more  alert  by  entertain- 
nwDt,  and  draw  attoition  to  drier  matters  behind.  But  this  is  not  a  subject 
to  be  trifled  with,  nor  disfigured  by  rhetorical  flourishes.  The  spirit  of 
scdid  reason,  and  the  qnrit  of  grace,  will  not  be  coi^nred  down  from  above 
by  inTocations :  Ibey  are  to  be  obtained  none  otherwise  than  by  applicatioa 
of  the  natural  means  for  procuring  them  j  trusting  for  the  success  to  the 
JDiepoaer  of  all  event*,  who  best  knows  what  human  undertakings  require 
assistance,  or  are  of  importance  enong^  to  receive  it. 

Thoee  natural  mean*  I  take  to  be  on  honest  industry,  a  sincere  desire  of 
doing  service,  an  unaffected  homility.  a  becoming  courage  tempered  with 
more  than  filial  reverence,  but  clear  of  slavish  fears,  which  would  render 
all  our  powers  useless.     He  that  wrapped  up  his  talent  in  a  napkin,  did  it 
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becauee  he  nas  afraid :  but  the  delivery  of  the  taleat  is  onr  proper  caU 
to  the  work  that  may  be  performed  with  it,  for  we  haye  no  ground  to 
expect  an  eztraordinary  call  manifested  to  our  seDoeB  upon  any  occasioD. 
Then  let  eveiy  man  carefoUy  Buirey  the  talents  entrusted  with  him,  as  like- 
wise in  what  service  there  appears  a  probability  of  succeeding,  be  it  to  ever 
so  small  a  d^ree  :  and  this  is  the  task  be  is  called  upon  to  finish. 

Men  in  general  have  strongly  taken  part  on  the  side  of  orthodoxy  or 
Bguinst  it,  they  never  enter  upon  a  controverted  point  without  a  pre-con- 
tracted  zeal  either  to  maintain  or  overthrow  it :  this  I  have  always  indus- 
trionaly  avoided,  having  never  engaged  in  dispntee,  and  I  hope  given  evi- 
dence of  a  neutrality  or  rather  friendliness  to  both  parties  in  the  former 
course  of  these  inquiries.  I  have  no  temporal  interests  to  serve,  no  hooonn 
to  expect,  no  vanity  to  gratify  by  fighting  on  either  side  :  it  is  nothing  to 
me  whether  the  world  be  Christtan  or  philosophic,  farther  than  as  either 
may  be  really  more  condunve  to  present  or  future  happiness :  I  have  already 
shown  some  practice  in  abstmee  and  knotty  disquisitions,  and  some  exer- 
cise in  the  methods  of  explanation  and  illostration;  both  which  we  seldom 
see  the  same  person  endeavouring  to  unite,  those  who  think  the  deepest 
taking  little  care  to  express  themselves  clearest.  Upon  this  survey  of  my 
small  stock,  I  seem  to  myself  not  totally  unqualified  for  my  [Hvaent  enter- 
prise, wherein  if  I  can  proceed  with  the  natural  means  above  mentioned,  I 
need  not  stand  in  terror  of  that  power  whose  displeasure  is  most  (o  be 
dreaded,  notwithstanding  the  sacrcdness  of  the  subject.  For  I  am  sure  of 
finding,  not  only  righteous  judgment  but  mercy  with  him,  and  thoagh  I  fail 
in  the  honest  attempt,  be  will  not  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is  amiss,  but 
accept  the  will  for  the  deed. 

Before  the  judgment-seat  of  men,  who  are  ever  forward  to  judge  an- 
other's servant  without  considering  that  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or 
falleth,  I  have  less  expectation  of  an  acquittal ;  the  man  of  zealous  piety 
regards  all  examination  of  religious  mysteries  as  a  profanation,  as  a  touch- 
ing the  ark  of  God  with  unhallowed  hands :  the  man  of  reason  looks  upon 
every  mention  of  them,  otherwise  than  in  the  light  of  an  exploded  absur- 
dity or  uninteUigible  jargon,  as  a  certtiin  mark  of  weakness  in  the  intellects 
unable  to  throw  ofi*  the  impressions  of  the  nurse  and  the  school-master.  I 
have  more  respect  for  my  fellow -creatures  than  will  suffer  me  to  remain  in- 
diflerent  of  their  estimation,  or  not  to  vrish  for  their  favourable  opinion; 
yet  can  bear  the  thought  of  hazarding  their  censure  in  prosecution  of  what 
to  me  carries  the  appearance  of  a  duty.  So  shall  go  on  my  own  way  witb- 
ont  trepidation,  careful  to  offer  nothing  shocking  either  to  Religion  or 
reason,  desirous,  not  uneasily  anxious,  to  stand  approved  in  the  eyes  of 
others  for  the  allowableness  of  my  attempt,  whatever  they  may  judge  of  the 

But  that  they  may  not  expect  more  than  I  have  in  my  intention  I  most 
remind  them  that,  as  in  the  articles  hitherto  touched  upon,  so  in  handling 
this,  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  evidences  of  its  truth  and  reality;  for  I  do 
not  apprehend  it  discoverable,  or  capable  of  being  proved  by  the  light  <^ 
nature,  nor  does  it  become  me  to  decide  upon  the  interpretation  of  texts 
alleged  in  support  of  it ;  1  am  only  to  seek  for  a  rational  construction  of 
the  doctrine  taught  as  orthodox  in  the  Cfanrch,  so  as  to  leave  it  a  thing 
credible,  but  not  to  be  credited  without  some  more  pontive  proof  than  that 
of  reason  having  no  repugnance  against  it.  Such  credibility  surely^cannot 
hurt  the  cause,  for  I  presume  there  is  nobody  now  willing  to  cry  out  with 
Tcitullian  and  Bevcridge,  I  behcve  because  it  is  impossible ;  so  this  arga- 
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n^nt  draWQ  from  the  impOMilHlity  may  very  well  be  spared  withoat  detri- 
mcDt  to  my  compatriota,  who  eeem  rather  a  little  too  iodined  to  make 
their  want  of  comprehenaioD  an  irrefragable  erideiice  against  the  trnth  at 
a&ct. 

But  there  are  mysteriea  in  visible  nature,  in  the  impulses  causbg  gravi- 
tation and  cohenoo,  in  the'  vital  circulations,  in  volnntary  action  carried  on 
by  iostrumenti  which  we  perceive  not  what  they  be,  nor  where  they  lie, 
nor  with  what  limbs  they  connect :  therefore  they  may  well  be  mysteries  in 
the  divine  nature.  Neverthelesa,  I  am  for  leaving  as  little  mysterious  aa 
potiuble,  and  though  1  must  not  espect  to  comprehend  everything  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  admit,  yet  it  seems  rather  commendable  to  comprehend 
as  much  as  I  can. 

3.  There  is  no  occasion  to  take  pains  in  setting  out  the  doctrine,  we  may 
refer  to  the  three  creeds  appointed  to  be  read  in  our  Churches :  the  grand 
objection  commonly  made  to  them  is,  that  they  impose  upon  ns  the  belief 
of  three  being  one,  which  is  contrary  to  the  clearest  principles  of  our  rea- 
son. For  numbers  are  the  most  distinct  and  steady  of  all  our  ideas ;  we 
know  that  a  million  and  one  is  more  than  a  million,  nor  find  ourselves  liable 
to  mistake  tfae  one  number  for  the  other :  but  our  knowledge  ai  all  other 
things  so  nearly  proportioned  to  one  another  is  iosccuiate  and  fluctuating, 
unless  where  we  can  express  them  by  numbers.  Therefore  if  we  may  not 
tnist  our  nnderstanding  in  discerning  the  difference  between  one  and  three, 
it  must  lose  all  credit  with  us  whatever,  nor  can  we  trust  it  to  jndge  upoi^ 
the  arguments  brought  in  support  of  this  very  article :  for  I  am  not  more 
sure  that  I  read  the  creeds  in  my  common-prayer  book,  nor  that  I  know 
what  th^  enjoin  me  to  believe,  than  that  one  number  is  not  another. 

Now  1  shall  not  undertake  to  defend  the  point  objected  against,  but  must 
give  it  up  as  directly  contrary  to  reason :  the  only  question  is,  whether  it  is 
to  be  found  in  our  creeds.  Our  divines,  I  dare  answer,  will  none  of  them 
say  that  number  three  is  number  one :  Atbanasius  afBrms  no  such  thing, 
for  he  tdls  ns  expressly  that  one  God  is  not  three  Gods,  nor  are  three  Per- 
sons one  Person,  and  pronounces  it  a  damnable  heresy  to  believe  either. 
But  this,  eay  the  objectors,  mends  the  matter  very  little,  for  if  there  be 
three  Persona  each  of  whom  is  God,  there  must  be  three  Gods,  for  yon  will 
not  pretend  them  to  be  component  parts  making  up  a  God  among  them : 
on  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  only  one  God,  there  can  be  but  one  Fer~ 
SOD  who  is  God.  So  the  difference  is  only  in  words,  and  the  position,  we 
are  enjoined  under  such  terrible  threatenings  to  believe,  remains  the  same 
in  substance  as  that  number  three  is  number  one :  but  it  is  impoesible  for 
US  to  believe  contradictions,  therefore  inconsistent  to  admit  any  argument 
in  proof  of  them,  whether  from  authority  or  otherwise. 

As  to  the  impossibility  of  believing  contradictions,  I  much  question  the 
foct,  and  whether  it  would  not  puzzle  the  objectors  themselves  to  show, 
either  that  nobody  ever  believed  the  Trinity,  oi  that  all  who  did,  have  un- 
derstood it  in  B  sense  that  carries  no  contradiction :  at  least  1  apprehend, 
that  instances  might  be  produced  of  men  holding  contradictory  propositions 
where  the  opposition  was  not  very  glaring,  and  upon  matters  wheKof  their 
ideas  were  a  little  obscure  and  confused. 

Many  who  think  themselves  very  knowing  persons,  apprehend  bodies  to 
have  an  attractive  or  repulsive  quality  inherent  in  them :  yet  what  is  more 
oimtrary  to  reason  than  that  a  body  should  act  in  places  where  it  is  not, 
or  that  action  in  the  abstract  should  go  out  from  the  agent  to  operate  at 
immense  distances,  large  as  that  from  the  Sun  to  the  Earth  ?    It  was  but 
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the  other  daj  b  Mend  of  laiac  wm  aocoud  of  ntter  ^mraacc  in  jibymiogY 
lor  nuunbuiung  that,  npoo  the  parts  of  a  hsman  body  jdoing  m  viul 
nnton.  there  waa  not  a  new  anbrtaiwe  prodooed  more  than  waa  entfin^ 
befiff«  they  came  together :  the  corporealist,  nniveraally,  and  I  doobt  not 
many  orthodox  Christiana,  bdiere  a  man  to  be  one  individiial  rabatance 
faanng  a  peraonality,  not  oommnnicahle  to  any  other  indiTidnal.  yet  that 
the  muy  lubatances  (tf  hia  Umfaa  and  other  part*  are  thia  iadrridual ;  nay 
more,  that  after  loaisg  a  1^  or  an  arm,  he  atiU  oontinnea  the  nme  indivi- 
dtnl  mbatance  he  waa  before.  Now  what  ia  tfata,  almoet  imivenal  bdkf 
at  an  individual  compoond,  betm  than  believing  that  nnmber  ten  tbooaand 
ia  ntnnber  one,  and  if  yon  subtract  fire  hnndred,  tiM  remaining  nine  thon- 
BHid  five  hundred  is  etUl  the  same  nnmber  one  ? 

If  we  attenttvdy  oteerre  titt  antrebennons  of  the  nlgar  among  us.  I 
bdiere  they  will  be  foond  both  IVitheigts  and  Unitarians,  thongfa  2iey  do 
not  know  of  their  bong  the  former :  ao  are  not  diatorbed  by  the  contradic- 
tion, nor  driven  to  the  dilemnw  of  either  dividing  die  sabstanoe,  or  con- 
foonding  the  peiacms.  They  eeem  to  ^iprehend  UK  Son  on  coining  down 
to  earth,  dimmited  from  the  sabatance  of  his  Father,  irt>o  remained  behind 
at  a  distance  in  henren :  yet  daring  that  aeparation  retaining  his  dirini^, 
and  80  being  a  diitiitct  God.  Tiuej  ^ipr^end  him  and  the  Spirit  aome- 
g  the  Attributes  as  (rf  their  own  nabnre,  eometinKS  sabrndi- 


ssmg  the 
o  the  Father,  acting  by  hi*  powers  and  nnder  his  direction ;  and  this 
they  concave  occasiaoal^  according  to  what  the  other  doctrines  cd  Reli- 
gion in  their  q)prebeni)on  reqntre :  bat  as  they  do  not  mocli  compare  their 
ideas  together,  so  neither  do  they  perceive  any  discordance  among  them, 
audi  being  habituated  to  occur  at  times  as  are  moat  serriceable  for  their 
|vesent  nae.  l^>erefore  it  is  a  very  prudent  and  honest  caution,  to  revere 
the  myatny  without  prying  curioosly  into  it,  and  you  do  them  a  real  injury 
by  patting  than  upon  comparisons  r^  their  ideas,  unless  their  Christianity 
be  a  miaotief  to  them,  which  it  might  be  somewhat  difficult  to  prove :  In 
yon  most  either  deprive  them  of  Uie  benefit  received  from  that,  or  en- 
danger their  disbelieving  die  muty  of  God,  that  grand  fundamental  aitide 
both  of  revealed  and  natanl  Bdigion. 

As  for  the  pretence  at  this  article  being  Uie  foundation  of  qnritual  ty- 
nuiny,  thia  ia  not  tnie ;  for  histovy  and  experience  testify,  that  tboee  who 
have  erected  schemes  of  tyranny  did  not  find  it  snffideut  for  their  purpose, 
but  were  forced  to  build  upon  additions  of  their  own,  such  as  transabetan- 
tiation,  purgatory,  the  custody  of  the  keys :  our  modem  seducers  of  the 
{K^nilace  pretend  to  eztraordiiiary  iUuminaticns,  peculiar  jHovidences,  and 
UMider-worfcing  powers :  and  IMiometism,  that  religion  propagated  by 
the  sword,  totally  rrieota  the  Trinity  for  this  notable  reason,  b^mce  there 
cannot  be  a  son  witoovt  a  moflMr  as  well  as  bther.  Paring  nobody  waa 
era:  hut  barely  by  his  reception  of  the  creeds,  how  erroneondy  soever  be 
may  have  undersMod  them :  it  is  the  stir  made  abont  them  that  does  the 
miMhief.  Any  spendative  point,  as  the  individaality  of  oonpounds,  or 
aiqier-additiaii  of  a  new  enitence  itpaa  their  cotqunctioii,  mig^t  raise  as 
grat  diMrtaDoes  as  the  disputes  between  Athanasius  and  Ariua,  if  one* 

■spoused  as  a  matter  of  state,  or  taken  np  ftnr  a  ptatj  distinctimi. 

e  scantiDeti  of  our  understandings  and  obaoirity  <^  our  ideas,  o 


wani^esp) 


caaioned  principally  by  the  unatMdineas  of  our  language,  (for  we  genmlly 
think  in  wtxim)  is  eodi,  that  every  man  who  wiU  pry  nsntiwly  into  bis 
own  thoDgfats,  may  find  many  ctnitiwieties  among  them  :  which  he  cannot 
get  rid  trfwhen  discoreied,  beoanse  he  cannot  always  koow  which  to  throw 
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MUe.  tuA  being  nj^nrted  by  eridence  that  ito  oi^KMition  to  (Im  odier 
win  DM  WKntkt  Im  H  NJHt.  NBTWfrtiriwM.  dm  tbodd  ahgiwe  to  lar- 
bonr  as  few  incoiuisteBcie*  u  poMJM*.  and  there  m  none  ao  likely  w»y  to 
escape  them,  irtiere  tbs  aaninnce  on  both  sides  is  strong,  as  by  exanim- 
ing  the  terms  employed  in  tt^resaing  them,  in  ofdw  to  find  oat  such 
exposition  m  B>ay  render  then  compsiiUe  with  one  anotber.  Therefore 
ti>e  qnestim  sow  before  na  depends  npon  the  constmcdoa  of  the  ezprsasions 
employed,  and  becomes  resdved  into  this  other,  namely,  whether  saying 
tbat  three  Penon*  are  one  God,  is  the  same  as  saying  that  three  Persons 
are  one  Person,  or  three  God*  one  God ;  that  is,  whether  the  words  used 
in  the  first  proposition  be  eqinvaleiit  to  those  standing  in  the  others. 

Now  I  arordinid  the  nnity  of  the  Godhead  is  clearly  enoogh  onderstood 
on  both  mea  not  to  admit  of  a  dispnte ;  to  the  only  difficulty  remains 
tipon  the  word  Person,  which  it  is  obvious  must  have  such  an  idea  affixed 
to  it,  as  shall  not  indude  the  idea  of  snbatance,  for  dee  we  shall  nerer 
escape  the  contradiction  of  making  number  three  to  be  number  one.  Per- 
•onality,  I  believe,  is  nniveTsally  ascribed  both  by  learned  and  simple  to 
some  me  individnal  sabstance,  whether  compound  or  simple  it  is  no  matter 
here.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  in  former  Chapters,  that  it  denotes  a 
particnlar  Enbetanoe,  indivisibla,  not  coasistiiig  of  parts,  nor  communicable 
to  any  other ;  for  I  can  never  be  yon,  how  much  •oerer  I  may  be  made 
like  you,  nw  exist  by  yoor  snbatance :  ao  that  every  intelUgent  or  percep- 
tive safaetanoe,  whether  actnally  having  perception  or  not,  is  a  person, 
and  every  person  a  sobttance  distinct  from  all  others,  and  nnchangeaUy 
Ant  penion. 

Mr.  Loeke  places  personality  in  conadonHtesa,  which  he  oonoeiTes  may 
be  annexed  to  a  eyetem  of  matter,  from  whence  we  may  oiHidade  him  to 
omceive  that  it  may  pass  snocesdvely  from  dim  system  to  another ;  and  so 
indeed  it  actoalty  moat  in  the  severd  Mnges  of  life,  Ute  material  q«tem,  aa 
some  believe,  changing  m  na  wrery  seven  years :  but  we  can  hardly  np- 
pose  him  ever  to  conceive  it  poaaible,  that  sevo^  conscionsnesaM  should 
unite  at  the  same  time  in  any  one  system  or  snbstanoe.  So  that  npon  all 
tiiese  hypotbcaei  the  contndictko  still  starea  ns  in  the  fece,  for  that  three 
Poaons  an  one  anbstance  cones  out  to  be  the  same  aa  that  number  three  is 
nnmbcTone, 

Bnt  divinea  wUl  a^,  who  gtve  Mr.  Lode  or  yon  anthority  to  settle  oar 
language  for  na  ?  the  term  aa  severally  applied  by  you  may  be  pnqwr 
cwm^  for  yonr  naea :  bat  it  is  ao  nnpreoedented  thmg  for  the  same  words 
to  carrr  very  diArent  senses  in  difirent  sdcnees  t  Hen  let  the  shoe- 
maker keep  to  his  last,  and  leave  the  interpretatioo  of  acriptnre  doctrines  to 
OS,  who  have  made  it  the  boaineaa  <d  vu  lives  to  uderstaad  them.  Now 
I  most  acknowledge  tbe  rejMdirenaioa  just,  for  words  being  arbitrary  signs 
maybe  afixad  to  anyscDM  fi^oonvenience  sake,  and  often  tabs  a  vetydifierent 
cafTCBcy  in  enooeedi^  generattoos  from  wliat  they  had  fotmerty,  as  perbapa 
will  ^peer  by-snd-t^  lo  be  Ae  caae  with  the  word  at  pieeent  in  qneation. 

Bnt  by  tfeie  my  I  moit  reoiark,  that  the  words  Penan,  Trinity,  and 
Unity  of  rabstance  are  not  scripture  terms,  but  dtosen  upon  bnman  autho- 
rity aa  the  pwpwsat  to  ttqpress  the  eesse  of  Seriptare.  I  do  not  object  to 
Ana  npon  that  Booooat;  for  thdrbng  and  gcnenlicception  in  the  Chnixji 
ia  a  ioSctent  evidence  that  (hey  do  contain  tiM  genuine  scriptore  doctrine ; 
as  we  do  not  cavil  at  the  style  used,  we  only  want  to  know  in  what  soae 
the  word  Pentm  ought  to  be  nBdostood. 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  wiHi  any  fuiHter  explanation  than  that. 
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It  ia  not  to  be  taken  in  the  common  uxeptatioa  wherein  we  n«e  it  in  dietin-. 
gni«lung  one  nutn'fl  person  from  uother,  by  his  h&ving  a  body  and  soul, 
dispositions  and  features  peculiar  to  himself.  Una  ia  enongh  for  the  common 
beUerer,  who  being  taoght  that  the  divine  Persona  differ  in  another  manner 
than  human  persona,  thereby  escapes  contradiction,  though  not  obscurity  r 
which  is  a  much  lesa  formidable  enemy,  «a  bang  more  famihar  among  the 
short-aighted  race  of  men.  But  those  who  are  used  to  lay  their  thoughts 
together  will  expect  aomelhing  more  explicit  than  this  n^ative  ezplana- 
tion :  if  they  be  content  to  take  things  upon  very  good  authority  without- 
being  able  to  comprehend  the  manner  of  their  b^ng  effected,  yet  they  wil. 
claim  a  right  to  be  infonned  intelligibly,  what  it  is  they  are  to  bdiere ;  at 
least  they  will  be  better  satisfied  if  a  construction  which  may  be  clearly  un- 
derstood, can  be  given  to  the  word  Person,  consistent  with  the  orthodox 
doctrines. 

4.  The  Greek  word  for  Person  was  HypostaMs,  which  being  used  by 
Pbto  in  speaking  of  the  Deity,  induced  many  of  the  ancient  Christiana  to 
adopt  his  notions  into  their  system,  the  more  readily  because  their  seal 
made  them  desirous  of  showing  that  the  Trinity  was  so  rational  a  doctrine 
as  to  have  been  discovered  by  the  human  reason  of  Plato.  Cudworth  will 
not  allow  him  the  discoverer,  but  to  have  learned  it  from  Pythagoras,  rad 
that  it  had  probably  been  taught  before  by  Orphens :  but  when  we  reflect 
how  apt  Plato  was  to  put  things  into  the  month  even  of  his  master  Socrates 
which  never  were  in  his  head,  and  how  natural  it  is  for  each  new  philo- 
sopher to  improve  largely  upon  the  hints  afforded  him  by  his  predecessors,, 
we  cannot  depend  upon  tfie  hypostatic  doctrine  being  older  than  Plato  him- 
self. It  would  take  up  too  much  of  my  time,  and  perhaps  might  produce 
more  perplexity  than  illustration,  to  hunt  about  for  long  quotations  upon 
this  matter :  so  I  shall  content  myself  with  setting  down  such  conoepti(» 
of  the  Platonic  oiunions  as  remains  with  me  from  what  little  reading  I  have 
had  in  his  dialogues,  and  Cudnorth's  intellectoal  system  :  first  premising 
some  observations  upon  the  manner  of  human  apprehension  in  general  to 
render  my  at»Dunt  the  dearer. 

When  we  le&m  our  accidence  we  are  taught  that  a  noun  substandve  is 
that  which  can  stand  by  itself,  whence  we  are  easily  ted  to  imagine  anything 
we  can  express  by  a  substantive  contains  something  substantial,  having  am 
existence  independent  of  everything  else.  Those  substances  indeed,  whidi 
have  not  a  permanent  application,  must  be  excepted,  but  whatever  we  find 
convenient  to  distingniah  constantly  by  one  appellation,  we  account  an 
existing  aubstance ;  being  too  apt  to  take  our  own  ideas,  and  the  names  we 
express  them  by,  for  real  essences  of  things.  Thus  when  a  carpenter  has 
prepared  the  shelves  and  other  parts  of  a  bookcase,  if  he  ties  them  up  in  a 
bundle  for  convenience  of  carriage,  the  bundle  is  no  being  diffn'ent  from 
what  they  were  while  scattered  about  his  shop,  because  he  will  unbind  them 
again  ss  soon  as  he  comes  to  your  house :  but  when  he  has  fastened  thera 
together  propeily  with  glue  and  nails,  the  bookcase  begins  to  exist,  and  is 
esteemed  a  new  thing,  having  uses  and  properties  not  to  be  found  ia  the 
disjointed  materials. 

A  crowd  is  no  distinct  existence,  because  it  will  diq>erse  again  presently ; 
but  if  the  same  people  be  erected  into  a  corporation,  there  is  a  new  exist- 
ence superadded,  and  they  become  a  Person  in  law  capable  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  to  purchase  chattels,  grant  leases,  end  perform  many  other  acts  of  a 
aingle  person  ;  therefore  we  say  the  Bank  did  not  exist  before  King  Wil- 
liam's reign,  nor  the  South  Bea  Company  before  Queen  Anne's,  but  they 
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•tin  exist  individunlly  the  rame  compeniei,  although  perhaps  there  are 
•cBTce  any  of  the  original  members  living.  And  there  are  folks  who  will 
battle  with  ;ou  tooth  and  nail,  that  when  the  King  incorporates  six  hundred 
men  iuto  a  regiment,  there  is  a  new  being  produced  which  was  not  existent 
before,  while  the  men  were  rambling  at  large  abont  the  country  ;  and  that 
this  being  wonld  remain  the  same,  although  by  deaths,  desertions,  and 
recmitiogs,  every  man  in  it  were  changed. 

Since  then  we  of  this  enlightened  age  are  so  prone  to  take  a  noun  snb- 
lAantive  for  a  sabstance,  and  place  existence  in  compoaition,  incorporation, 
and  repmentality ;  no  wonder  if  heathen  Plato,  bom  almost  in  the  infancy 
of  philosophy,  aboald  mistake  his  own  ideas  for  real  beings  having  a  sepa- 
rate existence,  independent  on  the  objects  from  whence  he  drew  them. 
Then  since  all  things  discover  and  distingoish  themselves  to  lis  by  their 
forms  and  qoalities,  nor  can  we  perceive  or  apprehend  anything  totally 
divested  of  them,  and  tnnce  forms  and  qualities  may  be  expressed  by  nouns 
substantive,  he  conceived  them  to  have  a  reality  and  existence  of  their  owot 
independent  on  the  sabject  wherein  they  were  found ;  for  the  roundness  in 
a  piece  of  clay  is  a  diffiH^nt  thing  from  the  day  itself,  and  thoagh  there 
were  no  bodies  in  the  world  perfectiy  round,  as  perhaps  there  are  not,  still 
there  wonld  be  such  a  thing  as  roandness  in  the  abstract,  of  which  we 
cnirently  form  an  idea. 

But  sJl  particular  objects  became  what  they  are  hy  the  qualities  reuding 
in  them,  which  constitute  their  essence;  and  npon  being  transferred  to 
other  objects  carry  the  essence  along  with  them.  Thns  the  piece  of  clay 
became  round  by  Uie  introduction  of  roundneaa  into  it,  the  merchants  became 
a  Bank  and  South  Sea  Company,  and  the  six  hundred  fighting  men  a  regi- 
ment, by  having  incorporeity  and  regimentality  introduced  among  them : 
and  if  all  the  particles  of  the  day,  proprietors  of  the  companies,  or  men  of 
the  regiment  were  exchanged  sacceesively  for  others,  the  rotnndity,  incor^ 
poreity,  and  regimentality  wonld  be  transferred  to  a  new  set  of  constituents, 
which  woold  have  the  same  essence  that  had  belonged  to  the  old  ones. 
Yet  Plato  having  a  clearer  head  than  onr  modem  pbilosophers,  could  dis- 
tinguish qoaUty  from  substance,  and  discern  that  quality  cannot  exist  alone, 
but  most  reside  either  in  some  object  where  we  perceive  it,  or  in  the  ab> 
ttractians  of  onr  own  mind  :  and  ihis  it  might  do  without  confounding  its 
particnlar  existence  with  that  of  the  subject  possessing  it.  For  the  ancients 
had  a  notion  that  one  thing  might  inexist  within  another,  still  retaining  its 
existence  distinct  from  that:  thus  the  roundness  inexists  in  the  day,  and  the 
thoDght  of  it  inexists  in  my  understanding ;  yet  roundness  is  not  day,  nor 
nnderstanding,  neither  are  clay  and  understanding  roundness.  And  they 
conceived  further,  that  each  quality  wherever  residing  though  in  a  thousand 
places  at  once,  was  still  nnmerically  the  same :  for  if  you  end  I  look  upon 
a  thousand  marbles,  the  rotundity  in  them  all,  and  the  rotnndity  remEuning 
in  onr  memory  after  we  have  tnmed  our  backs  upon  them,  a  one  and  the 
same  individool  existence. 

Neverthdess,  Plato  gave  the  preference  to  quality  above  substance,  as 
being  more  stable  and  steady,  for  substances  fluctaate  without  ceasing, 
perpetoalty  changing  thdr  essences,  becoming  this  thing  or  that,  according 
to  the  qualities  infosed  among  them :  but  qualities  must  always  remain  the 
same  they  ever  were,  in  whatever  subject  residing.  A  beautiful  young  lady, 
if  she  lives  long  enough,  perchance  may  grow  ugly  and  old  :  bat  youth  can 
never  be  anility,  nnr  beauty  become  ugUness.     A  colt  may  grow  to  be  a 
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bon^  and  aftnirards  made  a  gddiiig:  botaolteify,  boncMtj'.  tod  gddinf  • 
«ty,  DMUt  always  coatiime  themadvea,  in  whatever  beaat  incdating.  A 
nob  of  ftordr  gTpaiea,  when  men  are  acaRe,  mtcf  be  prcaaed  into  a  regi' 
ment :  but  gypaetjaad  r^imentalt^can  never  be  tmned  into  one  another 
1^  all  the  powera  of  nature  or  royal  pierugatire. 

fi.  Ftom  beace  he  inferred,  that  qnalkiea  wen  niybangealde,  etenial. 
and  nncreated,  incapable  of  losing  tlicir  tmeooe  into  irtuterer  md^ecta  tb^ 
mtpsted,  or  of  laffering  diminnbon  npon  being  diepenad  into  ererao  many; 
ibr  there  nuut  have  beoi  anch  a  thing  aa  ronndneM  in  the  abttnct  tnm 
ewriaatiiig,  it  could  not  but  be,  and  whether  ""THt™g  in  day  or  nuiUc.  in 
oar  memory  or  meditatian,  it  can  never  chan^  into  aqaajvneaB,  orgibboMty, 
•r  whitenees,  or  aofoiese,  or  any  other  qnality,  bot  moat  alwaya  oratinite 
invariably  itcelf ;  and  kwea  nothing  of  its  reaUty  and  wriatewce  in  one  sob- 
ject,  by  being  communicated  to  millioiu  bende. 

Bat  here  a  qoestiou  wiD  naturally  oocnr,  that  lince  qaiJitiM  have  had  an 
eternal  duration,  yet  cannot  exist  alone  wHhout  aome  anbgect  wherein  to 
ineriat,  where  coold  they  find  such  receptacle  for  their  ineziatence  before 
there  were  any  bodies  to  concrete  with  them,  or  intdligent  creatures  to 
receive  tbem  in  the  afaetract  ?  To  this  it  was  readily  answered,  that  they 
existed  in  God,  whose  nnorcated  aubatance  might  well  afford  &aa  an  eternal 
dnration :  for  God  is  unchangeable,  without  be^nning,  in.  all  his  AttiUnttes. 
having  bad  nodnng  to  leam  from  evtrlasting ;  therefore  every  thing  kDOwa 
or  knowable  most  have  been  perfecdy  known  to  him  fmn  all  eternity, 
and  in  his  knowledge  the  things  so  known  did  from  all  eternity  ioeziat. 
Tliat  these  ideaa  in  the  divine  mind  were  the  archetypes  fntm  whence  all 
fonns  in  bodies,  and  ideas  in  the  human  mind  were  taken,  in  a  manner 
analogoos  to  an  in^reswon  made  upon  wax  with  a  seal,  wbiob  rosy  com- 
monicate  its  fignrea  withoot  parting  with  them,  or  diminishing  anything  of 
the  onginaU  engraven  npon  it. 

Jt  is  not  easy  to  aocount  this  wmy  for  the  ideas  of  pain,  uneasiness,  igno- 
rance, doubt,  error,  maUee,  aelfisluieiB  end  pasatoa.  too  fireqaentl]'  inexiatait 
in  the  minds  of  men,  nor  whether  Plain  aqipoaed  than  two  impreaaiona 
taken  from  archetype*  existing  eternally  in  the  divine  mind ;  pertiaps  he 
would  have  said  tht7  were  only  negatione  of  their  opposite  qmOitiea :  but 
let  him  look  to  that,  it  is  not  my  business  to  defend  his  scheme.  I  am  only  a 


To  go  on  then  with  our  philosopher ;  as  we  have  but  one  understanding 
tocontainall  that  moltiplioity  of  ideas  and  abetTBct  essences  inexiitent  in  it, 
80  the  divine  nnderatanding  is  one,  and  the  aame  throughout  that  infinitude 
of  knowledge  whereto  it  extends.  But  underBtaoding  alone  can  produce 
nothing  without  something  else  to  employ  it :  for  we  find  by  experience 
that  we  can  bring  no  work  to  perfection  merely  by  nnderstanding  it,  but 
there  must  be  other  causes  to  co-operate  with  the  ideal,  or  tfaey  will  reat 
in  empty  iq>eculation :  and  after  all  our  refinements  we  can  fbm  none  other 
conceptions  of  God,  than  what  are  built  upon  such  little  likenasa  as  we  can 
find  <j  him  in  his  im^;e,  the  human  soul. 

Accordingly  Plato,  observing  that  we  moat  have  a  motive  or  diepoutioii 
of  mind  to  set  our  understanding  at  work,  and  a  voUtion  or  power  to  make 
it  take  effect,  before  we  can  execvte  what  we  know,  ascribed  three  similar 
principlea  to  the  divine  nature :  the  first  he  called  To  Agatbon  or  Good- 
ness, the  second  Nona  or  Intelligence,  and  the  third  Pyache  or  Activity ; 
and  conceiving  o«r  knowledge  irf  objects  to  be  a  voluntary  act  of  the  mind. 
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not  a  puiive  perception,  he  aopposed  thu  mut  Ukewite  ham  ■  motive  to 
give  it  birth;  therefore  Nouswugeneretcdby  To  Agatboa,  and  from  these 
two  proceeded  that  exertion  by  irtiick  all  things  were  created  and  fomiMl. 

It  rentained  to  find  •  genenl  name  for  theae  tiata  principles ;  Qnality 
woold  not  do,  because  the  ideas  and  sbatraet  flssences  iaeziated  in  the  Nons, 
and  tbongh  qoalitiea  ony  coexist  together  in  the  saaM  aolgect,  as  sqnare- 
ness,  ydlowneas,  and  softness  in  wax,  yet  they  cannot  inexist  in  one  anoUier, 
tot  yeUowaeaa  cannot  he  soft,  nor  sqnaranesa  yelknr :  nor  coold  sabstance 
be  the  term,  for  then  they  most  have  been  comp(»tent  parts  of  the  To  On 
or  divine  snlMtanoe,  wbiA  would  have  destroyed  the  unity  of  the  Godhead, 
because  substances  eannot  inexiBt  in  anything,  much  less  coexist  in  the 
some  subject.  Therefore  he  styled  them  Hypostases  or  Subsistences, 
which  is  something  between  substance  and  qiulity,  inexiating  in  the  one, 
and  serving  as  a  receptacle  fta  the  other's  inexisteocy  within  it.  Thus  here 
was  a  IVinity  in  Unity,  conaisting  of  three  co-ctenutl,  oo-eqoal,  co-infinite 
Hypoetases  inexisting  in  the  To  On,  the  one  undivided  sahstanoe.  I  da 
not  recomroend  this  esjJanation  to  anybody,  as  being  not  quite  sure  of 
understanding  it  myself;  and  Cadworth  owns  the  Platonic  was  not  exactly 
the  same  wi&  the  orthodox  Christian  Trinity,  though  much  nearer  to  it 
thantoArianism:  but  I  have  never  yet  hiqtpaned  to  meet  with  any  other  light 
attempted  to  be  thrown  npon  the  word  Hypoataus, 

As  to  the  (Eons,  which  Cadworth  tells  us  were  holden  by  some  people, 
they  vrill  not  help  us  at  all ;  for  (Eon  or  Aion  is  only  a  Greek  word  for 
Eta-oal,  which  being  an  adjective  ha>  not  the  least  pretence  to  be  taken 
for  an  hypostasis  or  even  an  existotce,  and  we  shall  he  never  the  wiser  for 
being  told  that  there  are  several  eteraals  in  the  divine  substance  :  besides 
that  Atbanauus  positively  dedares,  diat  tlMre  are  not  three  eteraals,  bat 
one  eternal. 

6.  Having  had  so  little  success  with  the  Greek,  let  oa  try  what  can  be 
done  npon  the  l^tin  word  Persona :  for  we  may  presome  the  I^tin  &thers 
onderatood  the  sense  of  their  Greek  cotemporaries,  and  ofaose  atenn  where- 
into  Hypostasis  might  be  properly  translated  withoat  losing  anything  of 
the  oripnal  used  before  in  the  Church.  And  we  may  with  better  reason 
expect  to  find  this  word  intelligible,  because  not  a  soiptnre  term,  hot 
pitched  upon  as  expressive  of  a  scripture  doctrine:  hot  when  men  tdiange 
the  terms  wherein  thii^  have  been  delivered,  and  go  to  express  anodia-'s 
sense  in  language  of  their  own,  it  is  to  be  presumed  they  will  employ  tmns 
familiar  to  the  bearer,  which  might  make  that  clear  to  his  apprdtension, 
they  had  judged  obscure  before:  especially  if  the  word  they  use  be  found 
to  liaTe  had  a  current  signification,  one  can  scarce  imagine  tiiey  would 
employ  it  in  any  other  which  must  render  it  equivocal,  when  they  were  not 
piniied  down  to  that  by  authority  in  exduaion  of  otiier  terms  ka  liable  to 
misapprehension. 

Now  Persona  signified  originally  a  vi^n^  used  by  the  Roman  nebHS  iqion 
the  stage :  it  was  made  hollow  and  iHg  enough  to  contain  the  whole  Iwad 
of  the  actor,  and  was  shaped  and  cdonred  as  near  as  coold  be  guessed  to 
imitate  the  features  and  complexion  of  the  person  he  was  to  represent :  so 
tiiat  if  yon  were  well  acquainted  with  Oedipna,  or  Atrenus,  or  Priam,  from 
pictures  or  statues  of  them  extant,  yon  might  immediately  know  which  f>f 
them  yoo  were  to  imagine  standing  before  yon,  M  soon  as  Roscius  entered, 
before  a  word  was  spoken.  Therefore  Persona  b  the  aame  as  Character,  a 
very  different  thing  from  Person  in  the  English  sense  of  the  word,  for  Gar- 
ri^  is  still  the  same  person  whether  in  the  character  of  Lear,  or  Ridbaid  i 
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and  thoagh  we  Mmetimea  say.  In  the  person,  this  is  only  a  contradiction  of 
the  «entence  which  woold  run  at  length,  in  representing  the  person  erf  I^ear. 
For  the  very  person  of  Lear  cannot  be  introduced  npon  the  stage,  or  if  be 
could  he  might  then  tfpeak  for  himself  without  wanting  anybody  to  apeak 
for  him :  nor  do  the  audience  ever  imagine  Garrick  to  lose  his  own  pcs-- 
Bonality,  for  then  they  would  not  applaud  him  for  imitating  so  tndy  the 
gestures,  the  countenance,  the  tenor  of  voice  auitablc  to  the  cbancter  be 
represents,  all  which  would  flow  naturally  bom  the  real  person  without  any 
skill  or  art  to  produce  them. 

I  would  gladly  have  forborne  miogjing  theatrical  ideas  among  our  medi- 
totiotu  on  so  sacred  a  sulqect,  hut  it  was  not  easy  to  avoid  them  in  explain- 
ing a  term  derived  originally  from  the  stage.  Yet  there  is  no  necessity  tiie 
word  should  always  carry  precisely  its  first  ugnificatiun ;  we  find  the  con- 
trary in  human  transactionB  :  a  man  may  act  in  several  characters  yet  with* 
ont  assoming  those  that  are  counterfeit ;  if  he  be  invested  with  aiUbority, 
be  may  still  behave  with  familiarity  and  freedom  among  his  firienda  in  his 
private  character,  but  always  keep  a  distance  and  dignity  when  acting  in 
hia  character  of  a  magistrate,  and  may  instroct  his  family  or  intimates  with 
what  decorum  and  forms  of  respect  to  appear  before  him  in  the  exerdses  of 
his  office.  Our  laws  consider  a  justice  of  peace  or  a  constable  as  different 
persona  in  the  execution  of  their  authority,  and  in  their  private  dealings : 
the  same  treatment  which  would  be  no  offence  against  the  one,  is  an  iniUct 
able  misdemeanor  against  the  other. 

Therefore  it  would  be  blasphemy  to  imagine  God  counterfuting  the  cha- 
racter oi  any  other ;  if  he  acts  in  sevend,  he  acta  always  in  characters  pecu- 
liaiiy  his  own,  incommunicable  to  any  creature.  I  have  before  found  it 
conveaient  to  apprehend  him  under  two  characters,  in  a  Chapter  of  the  se- 
condVolume  bearing  that  title:  wherein  he  is  distinguished  into  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  the  universe,  one  prodncing  substances  with  their  primary 
properties,  and  constituting  the  nature  of  things,  the  other  directing  hia 
measurea  thereby  so  as  to  produce  all  the  good  possible  thereout ;  the  one 
■nacting  laws  which  are  binding  upon  the  other. 

I  had  nothing  then  in  my  thoughts  relative  to  the  subject  in  hand,  but 
waa  led  into  the  notion  by  the  difficulties  occiuring  from  the  mixture  of  evil 
interspersed  in  the  world,  upon  which  I  imagined  we  might  satisiy  ourselves 
the  easier  by  considering  him  as  two  distinct  persons,  two  in  conception 
only,  but  in  reality  one.  1  shall  not  take  this  for  a  foundation  to  build 
npon,  being  only  my  own  imagination,  which  anybody  may  follow  or  not  as 
he  finds  most  convenient  for  his  own  use  i  and  perh^M  contains  nothing 
similar  to  the  Trinity,  or  if  it  does,  the  Governor  must  include  all  the  three 
Persons,  yet  Dot  confounding  them  with  one  another,  but  without  observing 
their  distinction.  Nevertheless,  having  hit  npon  a  distinction  of  characters, 
I  began  to  think  it  might  serve  as  a  clue  to  lead  me  further  than  I  then  bad 
occasion  to  go :  and  havmg  exercised  my  thoughts  that  way,  has  probably 
been  belpfiil  to  me  since  1  applied  them  particularly  to  the  subject  before  us, 
by  bringing  them  to  fall  readier  into  their  present  train,  whidi  I  shall  now 
endeavour  to  draw  ont  to  view. 

.  7.  In  the  Chapter  of  Providence  I  have  shown  it  agreeable  with  our 
ideas  of  the  Deity  to  imagine  that  he  might  once  for  all  have  given  his 
work  of  universal  nature  so  perfect  a  constitution  as  that  it  might  have  run 
on  its  appointed  course  for  ever,  without  needing  any  farther  application  of 
hil  power:  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  those  ideas 
to  suppose  him  purposely  to  have  framed  his  laws  of  nalare  in  such  a  man- 
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s  to  require  his  own  intopositioos,  which  were  not  sadden  expedientB 
iirect  unforeseen  deficiencies  in  his  desisn,  hut  predetermined,  and 


neruti 

to  correct  unforeseen  deficiencies  in  his  design,  hut  predetermined,  and 

RHnpriMd  in  the  origin&l  plan  together  with  the  operations  of  second 

causes. 

Having  thus  found  the  divine  interposition  ahke  probable  in  theory  both 
on  the  negative  and  affirmative  sides,  I  prooeedtid  to  examine  whether  it 
nught  be  determined  by  the  cootempUtion  of  visible  nature,  and  could  find 
no  evidence  of  an  interposition  later  than  the  formation  of  the  planetary  aja- 
tem,  and  this  earth  we  inhabit :  since  when,  so  far  as  the  eye  of  human 
reason  can  discern,  all  things  both  in  the  natorat  and  moral  world  have  gone 
on  by  the  stated  rules  governing  the  motions  of  bodies,  and  actions  of  free 
agents.  Nevertheless,  the  field  still  remains  open  for  such  evidence  as  can 
he  produced  of  further  interposition,  and  it  becomes  us  to  give  the  divines  a 
ftir  hearing  of  such  evidence  as  they  do  produce.  It  is  not  my  business  to 
examine  the  weight  of  their  evidence :  I  have  taken  no  more  opon  me  than 
to  attempt  a  clearer  onderstanding  of  what  they  say,  than  hitherto  has  been 
commonly  had,  so  that  we  may  comprehend  what  it  is  we  are  to  receive,  or 

They  tell  us  that  God  created  the  matter,  ana  gave  the  form  of  this  visible 
nature  we  behold :  thus  much  we  knew  before.  But  they  tell  us  likewise, 
that  he  has  interposed  many  times  since  by  miracles,  prophecies,  and 
revelations,  that  he  united  himself  to  one  particular  man,  so  as  to  become 
the  same  person  with  him  from  his  birth,  that  he  freqaently  cO'Operates 
with  our  endeavonn  to  discover  truths  and  perform  good  works,  we  could 
not  have  done  without  such  aid,  that  these  operations  were  performed  by 
three  Persome  in  one  God,  not  jointly,  bnt  each  having  a  distinct  share  (^ 
them :  the  onion  with  manhood  and  aU  done  in  virtue  of  that  union  was  the 
work  ot  the  Son,  the  assistance  afforded  occasionally  to  men  in  general  was 
the  province  of  ttie  holy  Spirit,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Father. 

By  these  distinct  manners  of  operation,  God  appears  to  act  in  three  dia- 
raoters,  easily  separable  from  one  another  in  our  conception,  but  joining 
mntnally'in  advancement  of  the  general  design,  and  executing  the  principal 
strokes  in  the  plan  of  Providence  respecting  the  moral  world.  The  Father 
acted  in  the  character  of  King  or  Governor,  controUing  the  courses  of  natare 
and  actions  of  second  canneB  by  immediate  exertions  of  hia  power,  and  by 
his  signs  and  wondera  prepared  the  minds  of  men  for  reception  of  the  bene- 
fits imparted  from  the  other  two.  The  Son  acted  in  the  character  of  a  co- 
agent  or  partner,  not  controlling  the  mental  or  bodily  powers  of  Jesus,  but 
adding  a  force  and  rigour  which  coold  not  have  been  furnished  by  natural 
causes :  supplied  what  had  been  left  de6cient  in  the  plan  of  Providence,  and 
rendered  mankind  capable  of  reaping  advantage  from  the  effiisions  of  the 
holy  Spirit.  This  last  acts  in  the  character  of  a  friend  and  monitor,  not 
waking  with  the  power  and  majesty  of  a  monarch,  nor  dwelling  inse- 
parably with  the  mind  of  man,  but  imperceptibly  throwing  in  assistance 
frm  time  to  time,  as  wanted,  and  thereby  filling  up  the  last  lines  in  the 
divine  plan. 

8.  For  the  effects  of  the  union  between  God  and  man,  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  consider  them  more  particularly  in  another  Chapter,  to  be  entitled 
on  the  Redemption  :  1  need  here  only  offer  my  idea  of  the  union  itself.  Our 
common  notions  of  unity  seem  very  confosed  and  variable  :  whatever  col- 
lection hangs  long  together  without  being  visibly  disunited,  or  changed  in 
its  constitnent  parts,  and  all  that  time  bears  one  name,  we  esteem  one  thing. 
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The  whole  composition  of  a  own,  blood,  bonCH,  skin,  hair,  naili,  ire  style  an 
individual,  and  apprehend  to  be  one  mbitMice.  one  existeDce ;  if  he  lose  a 
)eg  or  as  arm,  if  he  giov  Ut  till  hia  girdle  will  not  oome  half  roond  liim,  if 
he  cut  hie  hair,  and  pare  his  nails,  and  thejr  grow  again,  if  every  particle  in 
his  body  be  changed  by  perspinitkiii  and  nonriBfanient,  still  it  it  tiie  wuae 
individnal  subctance.  Bnt  whoever  will  redect  tteadSy  on  the  natore  of 
n^ittanoec,  must  see  that  they  can  never  change  into  one  anotiier,  howerar 
one  may  be  eubitituted  in  the  [daoe  of  another,  without  perceiving  it :  nor 
can  any  two,  how  cloaely  soever  placed,  or  in  what  mauaer  aoever  joined 
together,  become  ooe,  but  nraat  remaiQ  munerieally  diatinct,  though  we  nay 
not  be  able  to  distinguish  them  by  our  senses,  nor  Mpnrate  them  by  any 
eiperintent. 

And  the  case  is  the  same  with  euhatances  of  different  nalures.  Gar  a  spirit 
can  no  more  become  a  body,  or  a  body  a  spirit,  nor  both  togt&tg  make  one 
individual  substance,  than  two  bodies  cm  :  titerefore  to  soy,  that  God  wsa 
changed  into  man,  or  man  into  God,  or  that  both  ated  made  one  peraou 
in  the  naodern  philosophical  sense  of  the  word,  is  as  flat  a  oontradiction  am 
that  number  two  is  number  one.  So  that  we  most  not  nndeiat^ud  the 
hypoatatic  union  erf  ■  oonsubrtautiality,  or  iwiaaorical  identity  between  God 
and  roan ;  nor  does  the  Church  affirm  any  iwdi  daing,  btit  teaches  na  to 
look  into  Yiurselves  for  an  explanation  of  her  meaning;  as  the  reasonable 
•oul  and  flesh  is  one  man,  so  God  and  man  is  omt  Christ. 

Now  let  us  consider  in  what  manner  onr  aoid  and  body  is  one,  and  we 
shall  find  it  to  be  not  by  converaion  of  spirit  into  body,  but  by  taldng  body 
into  a  participation  of  functions  with  spirit :  not  by  confoMon  of  aabatance, 
but  by  unity  of  person.  For  personality  belongs  in  property  to  spirit  akme  : 
body  has  none  of  its  own,  but  essnmea  a  borrowed  persixiality  ftom  the 
particular  spirit  whereto  it  is  vitsdly  united.  If  the  spirit  of  Ei^orbns 
migrated  into  a  cow,  then  into  an  eagle,  and  afterwards  Pythagoras,  stiU 
it  was  the  same  person  in  all  roigraticHts  :  and  if  the  cow  sufiered  for  the 
faults  c^  Euphorbas.  here  was  no  injnstioe  done,  because  the  party  ofiend- 
ing  bore  the  puni^unent.  So  if  the  substance  of  your  arm  should  by  «ic- 
cessive  change  of  particleB  have  beoome  the  EofaBtance  of  mioe,  which  is 
not  impossible  to  have  been  the  esse,  oonsiileriQg  the  daily  fluctuation  both 
of  our  humours  and  solids,  during  its  respective  union  with  either  of  ns,  it 
partakes  of  our  personalities,  and  all  the  good  and  evil  deeds  performed  by 
it  were  ywir  and  my  deeds. 

I^  ns  now  apply  this  to  the  hypostatic  union,  wherein  though  we  must 
understand  personality  in  another  sense,  as  importing  character  instead  of 
numerical  identity,  yet  the  manner  of  muon  will  remain  the  aame  :  for  the 
chftRtcter  of  moral  wisdom,  innocenee,  and  fijrce  to  resist  all  pain,  terror, 
and  other  temptations,  belonged  solely  to  the  Deity;  no  human  soul  could 
act  Bp  to  it ;  until  the  manhood  being  taken  into  God,  that  is,  God  being 
pleased  perpetaally  to  supply  what  was  wanting  in  human  nature,  Jesus  was 
united  to  the  Son,  which  together  became  ooe  CbnO. ;  whose  whole  con- 
duct was  of  apiece  throughout,  runniitg  in  one  constant  tenor  and  oharact«', 
and  his  actions  were  those  of  the  united  agency.  For  all  the  acts  of  Jesus 
were  acts  of  the  Son,  and  the  Son  paifonned  nothing  bnt  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  Jesns :  as  the  spirit  of  a  B«n  perfbcma  nothing  but  by 
the  iQstrunwntality  of  hie  bodily  powers. 

9.  Aa  to  the  terms  employed  to  ex{nreae  the  origin  of  the  two  PersmK 
from  the  First,  we  muM  not  expect  to  leamanytlung  from  them  concerning 
the  manner  of  their  rising  :  for  begotten  cannot  be  understood  iu  the  same 
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•MtM  wherein  we  nee  it  upon  all  other  ooeaaktiu,  and  ProceediDg  b  too 
general  n  term  ta  afibrd  u  any  light.  We  all  praeeed  frtun  Hit  kuiM  of 
Adam,  the  waters  of  a  rircr  proceed  Crom  ita  lonrcea,  diaeasea  proceed  from 
intcviperance,  wan  and  dietnrbanoes  from  the  eelfisbnese  and  vanity  of 
mankind,  the  traveller  to  France  proceeds  from  CaatN'hnry  to  Dover,  tlw 
achoolboy  proceede  from  Latin  to  Greek.  Besidee,  I^oceeding  ia  not  • 
acriptnre  term,  and  if  Begotten  had  been  applied  to  the  Spirit  who  drew 
hi*  origin  from  the  other  two  FciBons  jointly,  it  might  have  raised  aa  grow 
idea*,  as  Bishop  lAviogton  baa  charged  np<m  the  Gaoatics.  Therefore  the 
Church  found  it  neceisary  to  take  a  di^ent  term,  and  probably  cfaoae 
one  o!  vague  and  indeterminate  significatiao,  to  expreae  a  matter  whereof 
thay  oonld  give  no  clear  and  aecarate  deecriptioD. 

The  word  Begotten  we  find  often  employed  in  Scripture,  but  even  there  it 
ia  used  figw«tivcly,  not  ss  ezpradve  of  Uie  Son's  exkbeoee,  but  belonging 
origiaaUy  to  the  man  Jesua,  whom  Saint  Luke  proves  to  be  the  Scm  ^ 
God  by  deriving  hia  genealogy  fiYun  Adam,  whuih  was  the  Son  of  God. 
■In  diie  Bttuae  we  ate  all  so  too  ;  for  thoig^  we  cuuLot  trace  our  genemlogy, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  our  beiiig  lineally  desnended  from  Adam,  which  was 
the  Son  of  God.  But  Jeans  was  called  by  way  of  emineuoe  the  Son  of 
God  and  the  Son  of  Man,  aa  being  the  promised  wed  appointed  by  parti- 
calar  designation  of  Providence  to  restore  the  whole  nkce  of  men  from  their 
follen  state  of  perdition.  Hie  Scripture  aboimds  in  figmative  expressions 
taken  from  the  Asistic  pinguid  style,  many  of  them  very  different  from 
thoee  cnrrent  among  us,  and  therefore  tq)peBTing  forced,  faartb,  enigmatical: 
nor  perhaps  has  there  been  a  more  plentiful  source  of  error  and  perplexity 
in  bdigion  than  the  interpretation  of  figmres  either  by  taking  them  literally, 
or  expecting  too  close  a  resemblance,  or  tlxat  the  similitBde  most  always 
be  the  same  in  difierent  ceaes  whereto  they  are  aj^ed. 

He  same  figure  of  begetting  is  applied  variously  to  bodi  natures  of 
Christ :  sometimes  be  is  derived  from  God  through  the  medimn  of  Adam, 
sometimes  said  to  be  conceived  by  the  Virgin  Mary  of  the  Holy  Gbost^' 
sometimes  c^ed  the  only  begotten,  and  sometimes  the  first  bom  of  every 
creatuce  i  whitdi  cannot  be  understood  here  of  being  our  elder  brother  by 
adoption,  unless  you  will  suppose  every  creatmre  without  exception  to  rank 
amoaig  the  adopted.  For  the  purpose  of  the  Scriptures  was  not  to  insUuct 
men  in  nst^hyaiul  subtilties,  but  by  propw  applicstton  of  the  figures 
familiar  among  the  Jewish  pc^idane,  to  fix  their  expectation  of  a  deli- 
verer and  teachw  m^oh  the  person  of  Chritf ,  and  thereby  prepare  them  i<x 
a  reverential  and  willing  recaption  of  his  doctrines. 

Nevertheless,  atnoe  the  g^  deaignedy  left  in  the  plan  of  Fmvidence, 
making  room  for  the  Ispee  of  man  Knd  entnnce  of  un  into  the  world,  gave 
birth  to  the  office  of  n  ChriBt,  wtucdi  cJse  oould  have  no  functions  to . exe- 
cute, thnrafon  it  may  be  said  even  in  modem  propriety  of  language,  that 
the  second  PeflHma  was  generated  1?  the  first.  And  since  the  same  circum- 
■tmwe  of  the  original  design,  together  with  the  bene&s  worked  out  for  the 
race  of  men  in  genwal,  gwre  oomuum  to  the  assistance  requisite  for  bring- 
ssg  putkidar  persons  wkbin  the  raaeh  of  those  benefits  ;  therefore  it  may 
be  iMid  with  the  like  prapie^,  llwt  the  third  Pexm>a»  proceeded  from  the 
other  two. 

Kk  Aceordmg  to  the  distinotion*  of  Parsona  and  offices  Rbove  hud  down, 

we  most  aier^  all  minadons  works  to  the  Father,  to  -whose  (^>erMion 

snat  he  referred  that  illapse  of  n  bodily  sb^ie  in  the  manner  of  a  dove  at 

o2 
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Jordan,  and  the  doven  tongun  appearing  at  the  feaat  of  Penteooat ;  whiti 
were  sent  for  ajgns  and  teatimomefl  to  the  by-atandera  r^her  than  for  im< 
mediate  nae  of  the  penona  on  whom  they  deacended :  for  we  can  acaroe 
imagine  the  aecond  Penona  wanted  any  aanstance  to  perform  his  office ; 
nor  U  the  office  of  the  third  any  other  than  to  confer  grace,  not  to  tetch 
neB  langnagaa.  And  thoof^  Saint  Paul  mentions  various  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
MBong  whidi  he  rvckona  miracle  and  prophecy,  yet  if  we  will  keep  onr 
tlKK^te  distinct  and  clear,  we  can  attribute  only  the  proper  management 
of  them  to  the  ^irit,  bat  the  gifts  themselves  to  the  Father ;  and  the 
calling  tbem  gifts  of  the  Spirit  ought  be  solely  in  compliance  with  the 
Jewtm  language,  who  nsed  from  ancient  times  to  speak  <rf  [vophesying  and 
performing  mi^ty  works  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  long  bdbre  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trini^  was  revealed. 

So  likewise  we  may  Bn[^)Dse  Christ  worked  miracles  as  Moses  and  the 
FropbetB  did,  by  the  power  of  the  Father  accompanying  him,  not  inqtarted 
to  him  T  for  one  can  hardly  imagine  a  power  given  to  a  man  to  operate  m 
a  second  canse  in  stopping  the  dinmal  rotatuHi  of  the  Earth,  when  Joshna 
aaid.  Son,  stand  thon  still  upon  Gibeon,  and  thou  Moon  in  the  valley  of 
Ajalon ;  nor  that  the  bodily  powers  of  Jeaas  shonld  be  made  instramental 
in  rectifying  the  optics  ttf  a  man  bom  blind.  Nither  did  Christ  himself 
daim  the  powers  he  appeared  to  eiert  as  his  own,  bat  ascribed  the  ^ry 
of  them  to  the  Father :  he  said,  My  Father  worketh  and  I  work :  hi*  own 
share  was  no  more  than  to  discern  the  proper  times  when  nur«dea  would 
be  worked,  and  to  call  for  them  as  occasion  required.  The  office  of  the  Per- 
sona reached  only  to  the  faculty  of  VoUtion,  for  we  may  see  by  the  struggles 
in  what  is  called  the  last  agony,  the  little  fluctoationa  of  coonsel  just  before 
being  beb«yed,  and  the  last  pathetic  exclamation  upon  the  oroes,  timt  natural 
eausea  were  left  to  take  their  ordinary  effect  upon  the  imagination  of 
JesDB  :  BO  that  we  may  condnde  he  had  the  same  assanlts  of  passion  as  we 
iiave,  but  never  was  overcome  by  them,  and  was  in  human  infirmity  and  in 
all  other  things  like  onto  us,  sin  only  excepted. 

But  the  Scripture  blends  and  mingles  ideas  of  the  diffemt  Peraoatt  to- 
gether ;  Christ  is  said  to  be  conceived  of  the  Holy  CHioet,  to  be  led  up  of 
the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  grow  in  grace  and  favour  both  with  God 
and  Man,  to  cast  out  devils  by  the  Spu4t  of  the  Father ;  and  the  calom- 
niatii^  that  fowet  in  hira  seems  to  be  called  blaspheming  against  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Tbe  new  birth  is  properly  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  all  aoper- 
natnral  application  upon  the  hearts  of  particular  persons  bdongs  pecnliariy 
to  his  office :  yet  it  is  said  of  those  who  love  Christ  that  the  Father  and  he 
vrill  come  onto  diem  and  make  their  abode  with  th^n ;  and  onr  Chnrch 
tells  m,  that  upon  reedving  the  sacrament  devondy,  we  dwell  in  Christ  and 
Christ  in  us,  we  are  one  with  Christ  and  Christ  with  as.  So  tiiat  it  is 
ndtber  necessary  upon  all  oocasioBB,  nor  practised  by  the  beet  anthorities. 
to  distinguish  exactly  between  the  acts  of  the  several  Persoue. 

1 1 .  The  name  Clu-ist  is  the  same  as  Anointed,  which  term  is  likewise 
applied  to  the  reception  of  the  Hdy  CHioBt,  sometimes  called  a  Chrism  or 
Unction.  This  nanle  doabdess  was  chosen  ss  being  familiar  to  the  Jews  in 
order  to  lead  them  by  their  expectation  of  a  temporal  king  styled  by  thent 
the  Lord's  anointed,  to  attend  to  the  promulgation  of  a  new  law. 

For  the  Uke  reason  we  may  presume  the  other  appellation  of  Word  or 
I«goe  employed,  because  the  Jews,  by  a  Metonyme  common  among  them, 
called  a  thing  promised  the  Promise  or  Word  given  :  so  this  ap^ation 
impUed  no  more,  than  that  Jeeus  was  the  person  of  whom  all  former  pro- 
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pbedefl  had  gnta  atsuraiice  that  he  should  crane  for  ddiverance  of  manlLi&d 
from  the  evui  oppreMing  them.  But  being  frequently  uf^lied  to  Cbriet  aa 
a  title  or  proper  name,  has  induced  many  to  believe  it  contained  eoraething 
mysterious,  expreauve  of  certain  qualities  or  powere  peculiar  to  him :  and 
because  Logos  ugnifies  either  a  word  spoken  or  the  faculty  of  reason,  they, 
conceived  of  the  Word  as  something  analogous  to  the  Nous  or  second 
Hypostasis  of  Plato,  and  made  the  Persona  to  whom  it  belonged  the 
Demioarges  or  maker  of  the  word ;  confirmed  h^vin  by  an  expression  of 
Saint  John's,  By  him  all  things  were  made,  and  withont  him  was  not  any- 
thing made  that  was  made. 

1  am  not  theologian  enough  to  ondeitake  the  exposition  of  that  text ; 
perhaps  it  may  mean  that  the  whole  plan  of  Providence  was  formed  with  a 
reference  to  the  part  he  shonld  act  in  it,  and  without  such  reference  not  a 
single  stroke  was  drawn  of  all  those  intricate  multitudes  that  were  drawn. 
But  I  believe  now  the  literal  sense  is  not  holden  orthodox,  at  least  I  have 
not  h^ipeued  to  meet  with  any  person  of  repute  in  the  Qiorch  understanding 
it  so  since  Beveridge,  who  might  be  as  good  a  man  as  ever  lived,  but  cer- 
tainly not  the  most  judicious.  To  the  bestof  my  aj^r^ension,  God  appears 
to  have  acted  in  his  character  of  the  Father  when  be  made  all  things  i  we 
are  taught  in  the  Apostle's  creed  to  beUeve  God  the  Father  almighty  maker 
of  heaven  and  earth ;  and  in  the  Nicene,  to  believe  him  maker  (rf  all  things 
visible  and  invisible :  that  he  made  them  in  wisdom  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that 
wisdom  should  be  an  agent  or  efficient  cause  of  all  the  material  particles 
falfing  into  their  proper  station,  I  cannot  comprehend. 

In  the  other  sense  of  Logos,  as  taken  for  a  word  or  command,  it  seems 
as  little  capable  of  being  an  efficient  cause  as  Wisdom  :  nor  yet  do  I  see 
any  necessity  to  understand  by  God's  saying.  Let  there  be  light,  that  be 
pnmouuced  an  andible  voice,  or  issued  any  cotomand  at  all.  What  I  should 
imagine  intended  by  that  sublime  mannei  of  narration  was  to  express  that 
the  acts  of  God  are  not  operoee,  nor  perlomed  by  decrees,  as  are  all  per- 
formances of  man ;  who  must  put  bis  materials  in  order  one  by  one,  and  do 
half  his  WM'k  before  he  can  finish  the  whole :  but  that  upon  the  first  exer- 
tion of  omnipotence,  lig^t  instantly  sprang  forth,  not  like  the  dawn  of  day 
by  gcSdual  increase,  but  in  foil  perfection  at  once. 

I  have  promised  to  build  nothing  npon  Hypothesis,  or  else  I  could  find  a 
way  to  moke  the  word  arail  as  a  cause,  by  help  of  the  Mundane  Soul:  who 
pervading  intimately  all  the  particles  of  a  Chaos,  and  being  active  through- 
out in  every  part,  might  bring  them  into  that  arrangement  we  call  the 
order  of  nature,  compound  them  into  elements,  and  give  them  the  motions 
requisite  fw  bringing  forth  all  thoee  productions  we  see  generated,  yet  could 
not  proceed  to  action  without  a  command  given,  and  a  plan  asugned  from 
above  of  the  measures  expedient  to  be  taken.  Upon  this  supposition  God 
may  be  said  to  have  made  all  things  by  bis  word  as  an  oi>erating  cause, 
that  is,  1^  communication  of  his  plan  and  declaration  of  his  Will  to  the 
Mundane  Soul :  as  a  man  builds  a  house  by  his  instructions  and  orders 
given  to  the  mason  and  the  carpCDter.  Yet  even  here  the  Word  would 
not  be  an  effident,  but  an  authoritative  and  directive  cause  :  and  God  must 
be  esteemed  to  act  in  his  character  of  Father  the  Supreme  Omniscient 
Monarch  of  the  nniversc,  not  as  the  Son  in  the  diaracter  of  an  associate 
united  to  some  created  mind,  keepmg  the  Will  invari^ly  in  a  constant 
course  of  rectitude. 

12.  The  divine  Attribntes  ascribed  by  Athanasius  to  the  Personff  mast 
be  understood  of  the  Godhead:  for  Ihcy  were  all  the  same  almighty,  otenutl. 
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mncrMted  Bring,  acting  in  Mvcral  npscities :  Bnd  it  k  ramrktUt  be  bu 
Mid  Dotbiag  of  omnipreaeiice  and  omniKiencc,  which  can  hardlf  belong  to 
them  aU  in  their  disdnct  peraoiwl  chancier.  The  Son  ia  docribed  c^tabla 
irf  locomotion ;  he  came  down  from  hesven,  deaeended  intv  bell,  rose  again 
and  re-necended  into  heaven  :  while  apon  earth  he  waa  oonSned  to  the  body 
of  Jemii,  moving  to  and  fro  with  that,  preaent  and  abaent  where  that  waa 
either.  During  the  day  and  two  nights  of  hie  cmtiDtMDce  in  heU,  God 
acted  not  in  the  filial  clMracter  any  where  upon  earth :  and  in  hia  cfannctar 
of  the  Spirit,  be  acta  or  ia  praaent  nowhere  mileaa  in  the  tninds  of  men. 

Ab  to  the  Oroniscience,  thia  makea  no  part  of  the  filial  character  i  Chriat 
hinaelf  dtaclairai  it.  attributing  to  the  Father  what  extraordinary  know' 
ledge  be  had  more  ttian  a  banan  onderetanding  mjgiit  hare  attained,  whoa* 
hnproTement  bad  been  in  no  ringle  inatance  neglected ;  for  the  Son  can  do 
nothing  of  hieuelf.  bnt  what  be  eeeth  the  Father  do,  who  aboweth  hiib  all 
things  that  himself  doeth.  And  lett  we  ahonld  anderatond  thia  af  all 
fiiinga  without  exception,  he  declarea  expresaly  that  he  did  not  know  the 
day  and  hour  of  the  last  jodgment. 

Then  if  we  apply  Btenitty  to  the  distinction  of  peraons,  and  wy  that  God 
has  from  ererUiWng  acted  in  the  three  aeveral  diaractera ;  beaidea  that  we 
shell  make  three  ^emals,  for  tbongii  bnt  one  eternal  God  or  Being,  j-et 
there  would  be  three  etetnale,  that  is,  eternal  persone,  this  Wonld  infer  an 
eternity  of  the  Creation  too  r  becanae  we  can  scarce  imagine  God  to  aaeune 
characters  before  there  were  objects  for  him  to  act  upon  in  thetn :  lo  the 
generation  and  procession  coald  not  take  place  until  there  were,  at  Icaat  ta 
designation,  a  race  of  lapsed  and  imperfect  creaturet  needing  an  atonenient 
end  continual  asnetance  to  rescue  them  from  perpetnal  mieay.  Tratu 
whence  it  will  farther  foDoW,  that  the  Uflirerae,  upon  the  whole,  has  con* 
tinned  for  erer  in  the  same  state,  tite  aeveral  part*  changing  in  a  perpettnl 
rotation  ;  so  that  there  has  alwa\-6  been  Fomewhere  or  otiier  a  Men  world 
to  be  the  theatre  whereon  Ood  might  operate  in  his  three  distinct  dianu> 
ters :  and  all  the  texts  expressing  a  distinction  of  the  Son  from  the  Father 
before  the  world  was,  will  be  ao  many  Icriptnre  proofe  fin-  the  exiatence  of 
worlda  prior  to  that  nsnally  undentood  by  the  name. 

And  for  the  possibility  of  the  created  nDiverae  with  all  the  nbatanoek 
contained  in  it  being  eternal,  those  who  bold  tite  eternity  of  the  Pereons 
have  least  canae  of  any  to  boggle  at  it.  for  wbatevn  he  meant  by  begettinr 
and  proceeding,  it  must  be  acknowledged  the  Father  was  the  sobstantiad 
and  efficient  canae  o(  the  Son,  and  the  Spirit :  if  then  they  were  coctemal 
with  him,  it  follows,  that  an  effect  may  be  as  old  as  the  canae,  postenof  ia 
order  of  nature  only,  not  in  time.  Bnt  though  CreatioB  be  different  frvm 
generation  and  prooeasion,  vet  it  as  little  rcquirea  length  of  titne  to  effect 
it :  for  God  Mid,  let  there  be  Ught,  and  tfase  waa  light ;  in  like  manner  it 
may  be  that  he  said  kmg  before.  Let  there  be  innamerahie  boeti  of  material 
and  perceptive  individiud  subrtancea,  each  in  audi  end  aooh  particular  et&- 
tion,  some  conatituting  compounda  bj  their  matnal  jaxtapoaitioB,  harving 
such  and  such  impolees  of  motion  among  them,  and  it  waa  ao  :  nor  can  any 
man  pretend  to  limit  the  time  when  it  waa  he  said  this,  llkerefiire  there 
is  no  contradiction  nor  abanrdity  in  the  thought  of  the  creature  bong  co- 
etemal  with  the  Creator ;  poatcrior  in  order  indeed  it  mnat  have  beeot  bnt 
not  neceeearily  in  time :  for  God  might  have  oreaAed  ae  aooa  aa  be  waa 
God  omnipotent,  that  is,  from  all  eternity  without  be^nniag. 

Nevertheless,  since  the  conceptions  of  men  are  various,  and  I  should  be 
glad  lo  make  every  one's  thoughts  consistent  with  themsetvet,  if  not  rccon- 
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cikUe  with  tbow  of  other  pcopk,  1  thnll  try  what  cm  be  doae  for  the  be- 
nefit of  sBeh  M  hfrid  it  impoteibio,  imttmdox,  and  nbenrd,  that  there  dtouU 
have  beea  any  croated  heiitg  exictcat  m  thontand  years  ago.  Yet  I  nip- 
poae  they  will  allow  God  to  bare  existed  from  all  eternity,  and  that  he 
might  from  all  eternity  have  deeigned  and  laid  oat  the  phm  he  was  to 
execute  in  time ;  so  the  paraona  might  have  been  eternally  dintinct  in  the 
boeoiii  and  coonaela  of  God,  who  con.teni|dMe(l  the  graciona  and  glorious 
psrpoaea  he  ehovld  accomplish  ia  those  tiu-ee  characten.  And  this  may 
Km  for  an  explanatioti  of  the  teoct.  Now,  O  Father,  ^orify  me  with  thine 
own  lelf,  with  the  ^ry  wtiich  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  waa. 

13.  And  now  I  have  done  my  best  towards  explaining  this  moit  mys. 
terioiii  article  of  the  doctrinea  taoght  ia  ov  charch,  I  hope  I  ihall  not  be 
MUpected  <rf'  a  aecnt  intentkia  to  midennine  tbe  foondotiona  of  Religion, 
nor  yet  to  mitlsMl  ih'  impoae  anything  npon  the  conaoencc*  of  men ;  bnt 
it  will  be  seen  that  mj  purpoae  was  nothing  more  than  an  honest  attempt 
to  put  a  rational  ana  int^ligiUe  conatmction  upon  the  word*  delivn-ed, 
withont  prononneing  opott  the  truth  and  &la^ood  <d  the  matters  contained 
therein  when  cleoriy  nnderatood.  For  I  would  be  considered  as  a  com- 
mentator, not  as  a  jndge  s  I  prctOMl  to  no  anthiurily  nor  extraordinary  skill 
in  divinity,  tbercfoce  lie  under  no  tenptatioa  to  ooncJude  with,  This  is  the 
cathtdic  foith,  whicii  except  a  man  beliieve  ftuthfully,  without  doubt  he  shall 
perish  everlastingly.  But  snch  condnsion  having  been  Honexed  to  expoei- 
titwa  in  former  times,  leads  me  to  examine  what  it  is  that  makes  a  funda- 
ipental,  neoesMuy  to  secnre  us  from  eternal  perdition. 

Ua^pineaa  is  the  nltimate  end  of  action,  utd  every  man's  own  happinnw 
the  ultimate  end  to  him ;  but  happiness  consists  in  the  aggregste  of  plea- 
sures, nor  in  any  single  pleasure  token  by  itself.  Now  it  often  happens 
that  an  action,  whitdi  givea  as  present  pleasure,  may  occasion  great  uneasi- 
nesa  in  the  oonBOqueneea ;  as  on  the  other  hand  an  action  pain^  in  present, 
may  i»odace  great  pteasona  afterwards :  therefore  the  first  fandamental  ia 
Prudence,  or  «  rtigard  to  the  wbcJe  income  redounding  from  any  measure 
of  conduct;  with  a  preference  of  the  sum  of  happiness,  rcmaiDing  upon 
balanoOi  before  any  present  ei^oyment  or  avoidance  of  trouble.  But  as  our 
pfoqMCt  does  not  stand  limited  to  the  scenes  of  this  life,  nor  the  conse- 
qnences  of  our  conduct  terminate  here-:  so  neither  ought  our  computation 
of  happtueas  nor  mesanrei  of  prudence  to  he  confined  to  temporal  ad- 
vantage. 

Yet  we  can  make  no  discoveries  in  riuble  nature  to  direct  us  in  what 
manner  to  pr^iare  for  our  futnre  wel&re :  the  only  rational  ground  we  have 
to  go  upon,  must  be  in  contemplation  of  the  Supreme  Being,  who  is  one, 
'  almighty,  all-wise,  omniscient,  bcoefioent,  and  equitable,  God,  Maker  and 
Governor  of  the  nniverser  haTing  forawd  the  whole  into  one  kingdom  with 
a  mntiMl  connection  of  interest  between  all  the  members.  Hence  we  are  to 
r^ard  onndves  as  citiMos  of  the  world  in  the  lurgvst  sense  of  the  word, 
having  no  aepanteintareet  from  that  of  the  whc^;  so  that  it  Is  the  interest 
of  evaj  one  of  m  to  adfnnce  the  good  of  the  Creation  by  ccmtribating  our 
little  share  thereto,  in  sued)  part  of  it  wherewith  we  have  immadiBte  inter- 
course, doing  all  the  service  we  can  to  onr  fellow -creatures,  but  still  pre- 
ferring the  sum  of  haptHnees,  whether  in  the  extent  of  oar  services  to  many, 
or  solid  fruits  of  them  to  particular  persons,  brfore  present  pleasure  or  gre- 
tificatioB  ;  and  this  is  the  surest  way  we  can  proceed  to  make  preparation 
for  our  own  future  advantage. 

'Hius  it  is  our  knowled)^  of  the  Deity  that  lays  the  foundation  of  our  so- 
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cml  dntkfl,  bringiog  them  home  to  oar  own  interest :  it  points  out  the  only 
measures  conduciTe  to  our  happiness  hereafter,  and  it  likewise  secures  us 
present  peace  and  solace  of  mind.  Thereforeit  behoves  us  to  axsqairea  strong 
idea  of  the  aniversal  ^Ternmeat  of  God.  that  nothing  happens  without  hu 
knowledge  and  permission  ;  a  sound  and  lively  sense  of  his  Proridence  or- 
dering all  things  for  the  best  to  the  whole,  and  a  firm  posnasion  of  bia 
equity  insuring  to  ns  our  share  ot  the  good  dispensed;  wtudi  will  render  a* 
satisfied  under  hie  administration,  pleased  with  our  existence  :  iadmtrions 
in  promoting  the  benefit  of  others,  and  attentive  to  oar  own  advantages, 
with  a  manly  disdain  of  all  momentary  gratifications  that  would  beguile  ns 
away  from  them. 

Tliese  conceptions  then  of  the  divine  nature  and  attributes  ere  the  funda- 
mental and  essence  of  Religion,  which  whoever  possesses  completely,  needs 
nothing  ebe  to  procure  his  hapinness.  There  are  those  who  pretend  the^ 
can  attain  all  this  by  their  own  strength  exerted  in  the  due  exercise  of  their 
«atura]  reason :  the  Church  asserts  &e  contrary,  and  that  they  can  neither 
know  how  to  go  about  their  work  without  the  instructions  givoi  in  the  Gh>e- 
pel,  nor  proceed  in  it  effectually  without  the  divine  assistance,  which  tb^ 
must  recor  to  the  same  oracle  for  directions  how  to  obtain.  It  is  not  my 
business  to  enter  into  the  controversy  between  them :  I  am  now  to  follow  tha 
clue  given  by  the  Church,  making  my  observatioas  as  I  pass  along  the  ground 
whither  she  leads. 

Now  in  order  to  receive  benefit  from  the  Gospel,  a  man  mnst  be  per- 
suaded of  its  authenticity,  and  of  those  doctrines  expressed  therein  so  plainly 
as  that  he  who  runs  may  read:  such  as  that' mankind  is  follen  from  that  per- 
fect state  wherein  they  were  originally  created ;  that  God  has  maniiMted 
his  power  at  several  times  among  them  by  miracles,  prophecies,  and  revela- 
lions ;  that  Jesus  Christ  was  a  divine  Person,  the  Bon  of  God,  who  by  bis 
death  and  resurrection  reinstated  them  in  that  capacity  of  hif)[uness  tbey 
had  lost  by  the  fait ;  nevertheless,  this  is  a  capacity  onfy,  not  an  actual  at- 
tainment, of  no  avail  to  particular  persons  without  their  endeavours  to  live  a 
life  of  righteousness,  strengthened  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
make  them  effectual ;  that  the  Scriptures  are  the  word  of  God,  containing 
the  rules  of  righteousness,  together  with  certain  ceremonies  and  institutions 
necessary  to  lead  into  the  practice  of  them,  and  to  obtain  the  divine  assiBt- 
ance.  These  I  take  to  be  the  fundamentals ;  but  what  there  is  of  them  pe- 
culiar to  Christianity  (for  many  of  the  doctrines  plainly  expressed,  and  the 
necessity  of  our  ovra  endeavours,  are  not  peculiar)  are  remotely  so,  because 
connected  with  those  above  described  as  essentially  fundamental. 

For  Christ  assures  us  that  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father  but  through 
the  Son;  so  then  coming  to  the  Father,  that  is,  attaining  such  a  just  and 
full  sense  of  the  divines  Attributes  as  Adammigfat,  is  the  Jundamental  point, 
and  were  it  now  possible  to  have  access  any  other  way,  this  would  not  be 
needful ;  but  because  it  is  not  possible,  therefore  coming  to  the  Son  hectnnes 
fundamental  derivatively  for  the  sake  of  that  originally  so,  whereto  it  opens 
the  sole  passage :  yet  it  is  unalterably  fhndamentu,  the  derivation  being  made 
through  human  nature,  which  we  can  never  divest  ourselves  of. 

14.  We  have  not  /et  found  all  the  articles  of  the  Athanasian  cieed  to  be 
fnndamentals,  nor  essential  characteristics  to  distinguish  a  disciple  of  Christ: 
he  cannot  well  be  such  indeed  without  believing  Christ  a  divine  person,  and 
the  Son  of  God  in  some  sense  or  other  peculiar  to  himself,  and  that  the 
operatioua  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  the  acts  of  God  himself ;  but  1  apprehend 
he  may  be  a  very  6w>d  Christian  without  holding  the  Trinity  in  Unity  as 
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there  deactibed,  and  rH  the  puticalAn  of  the  bypo<tatic  onioD,  for  they  are 
not  Is  be  foond  in  Scripture.  I  do  not  deny  the  sense  of  them  is  contained 
there,  hat  a  man  moat  luve  gone  throng  the  Univeruty  and  re&d  a  library 
of  boolca  to  find  it  oat ;  and  when  he  has  done,  it  ia  ten  to  one  bnt  another 
mani  who  has  had  a  univernty  edocation,  and  read  a  Ubrary  too,  will  pro- 
noHnce  him  heretical. 

We  have  pbeerved  in  ^  10,  that  the  Scriptore  frequently  blende  the  acta 
and  offices  iif  the  three  Peraoon  together  in  such  manner  aa  to  make  it 
scarce  posGible  to  dietingnish  them ;  nor  is  it  always  easy  to  know  when  what 
it  ipokeu  of  Christ  shoold  be  applied  to  his  human  nature,  or  his  divine,  or 
to  both  jointly.  He  is  called  the  Son  of  David,  and  proved  to  be  so  by  a 
genealogical  table,  which  can  relate  only  to  the  man  JeBos,  for  the  Son  of 
God,  nor  the  nutted  Christ,  was  not  batten  from  the  loins  of  David :  he 
is  called  so  too  as  being  the  king  and  deliverer  of  whom  David  was  a  type, 
and  the  Logos  or  Promise  whidi  was  to  descend  into  union  with  one  of  Da- 
vid's seed ;  and  this  double  sense  made  the  difficulty  that  puzzled  the  Jews 
upon  the  question.  If  David  called  him  Lofd,  how  then  was  he  his  son  ? 

Hence  I  tbiok  we  may  reasonably  infer,  that  these  metaphysical  niceties 
are  not  to  be  ranked  among  the  things  irtiicb  be  that  runs  may  read,  nor 
were  intended  to  be  given  in  the  Soriptores  as  fundamentals  of  the  ChristiaD 
faith.  Not  but  that  a  man  may  laudably  take  ptdns  to  understand  everything 
recorded  there,  yet  he  need  not  lie  under  terrors  for  the  event,  nor  give  him- 
self over  as  a  cluld  of  perdition,  if  he  should  not  comprehend,  or  should  hap- 
pen to  think  wrong  upon  the  mysterioos  points ;  provided tbemistake  is  soch 
as  shall  not  involve  him  in  error  vrith  respect  to  the  doctrinea  |dainly  ex- 
pressed ;  and  this  proviso  is  necessary  to  be  considered  for  nnderstanding 
what  I  am  going  to  offer  next. 

For  popidar  opinions  are  always  bound  up  in  sets,  a  nnmber  of  aitidea 
compose  together  one  entire  system.  The  common  Christian  cannot  eza- 
mme  them  singly,  he  rnDst  take  every  one  or  reject  all ;  and  if  you  can  set 
him  gainst  any  one,  he  generally  does  reject  all,  and  passes  over  into  an  c^- 
poaite  sect.  But  it  is  not  unnsoal  for  crafty  or  wrong-headed  persons  to 
draw  the  unwary  imperceptibly  into  an  opposite  sect  by  their  own  interpre- 
taticms  of  a  received  article.  When  this  happens  it  becomes  necessary  to 
obviate  the  mischief  by  drawing  out  the  article  into  more  particnlars  than 
were  needful  before,  which  then  grows  into  a  fundamental,  because  con- 
nected with  what  was  truly  so,  protecting  it  as  a  necessary  defence  and  out- 
work. Bat  an  outworic,  though  of  no  use  for  inhabitancy  or  cultivation  or 
any  accommodation  of  life,  yet  it  is  of  necessary  use  for  the  defence  of  the 
place :  and  the  more  remote  these  adventitioos  fundamentals  are  from  the 
essential,  the  more  sacred  they  ought  to  be  esteemed ;  because  having  no 
intrinsic  value,  there  is  nothing  beside  the  opinion  of  their  sacredness  to 
engage  men,  who  cannot  discern  the  dependence  of  their  safety  in  essentials 
ofoa  them,  to  maintain  their  ground  against  attacks. 

15.  Now  we  may  presume  the  divines  of  sound  judgment  and  piety, 
about  Athanasins'  time,  found  the  system  of  Arias  essentially  erroneous, 
but  supported  by  some  jdansible  inte^tretations  of  the  texts  relating  to  the 
Persona :  it  became  necessary  then  to  comjule  the  creed  commonly  called 
Athanasian,  to  be  couched  in  expresaioni  opposite  to  those  used  by  Arius, 
as  an  outwork  to  protect  the  Christian  flock  from  being  beguiled  by  his 
iasiuBations.  To  instance  in  one  particolar  point :  I  know  very  little  of 
Arius,  but  hare  heard  enough  of  the  Omoousion  and  Omoiousion  to  per- 
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suade  me  h«  tanght  the  Son  was  not  of  tbe  suae  but  of  similar  anbetano* 
with  the  Father,  that  U,  God  made  or  created  another  God,  namericall) 
distinct  from  himself,  bnt  of  the  lame  divine  nature,  and  alflie  infinite  in 
power,  wisdom,  goodness,  and  all  the  other  attribotea. 

Now  I  must  own  this  notion  seema  to  me  productive  of  Gcnceptions  e»- 
sentially  erroneous,  ae  being  derogatory  to  the  Deity  by  suppoaing  the  work 
at  his  hand  could  be  equal  to  himadf,  and  therefore  cannot  blame  the 
Church  for  guarding  against  it  by  opposite  terms  sufficient  to  answer  the 
purpose.  For  though  the  coDunon  Christian  might  not  exactly  know  tin 
dificrence  between  namerical  and  specific  identity,  or  rimililndc  of  sab- 
stance,  he  must  know  that  Same  was  a  different  word  firom  Similar  i  and 
if  he  could  not  tell  prectsely  what  was  meant  by  B^otten,  still  he  nigfat 
know  Weil  enough  that  it  was  not  Made,  nor  Created ;  ao  would  stand  upon 
his  guard  when  he  heard  anybody  using  the  prohibited  worda,  not  to  heed 
anything  else  they  said.  This  creed,  then,  as  the  Churdt  was  drcum- 
stauced  at  that  time,  became  a  fundamental :  bat  being  only  circnmatan- 
tially  ao,  had  the  greater  need  of  a  racred  awe  to  enforce  a  r^wd  b>  it. 
Therefore  Athanasius,  or  whoever  thought  proper  to  aasume  hia  name,  in- 
serted the  damnatcny  clautei,  because  they  knew  the  plain  man  had  bnt 
one  option,  either  to  be  orthodox  or  Arian  throughout,  and  AtU  into  all 
the  errors  of  that  aect ;  which  yet  he  might  innoceotly  slide  into  by  de- 
grees, unless  armed  against  the  first  approiMJieB  with  a  sacred  dread  and 
horror  of  a  speculative  mistake  they  knew  must  draw  &tal  conaequencea 
bdiiud. 

Thua  the  fundamental  article  seems  to  be  negative  rather  than  affirma- 
tive, to  believe  there  are  not  three  Gods  nor  the  Sou  a  creature ;  not  ac- 
tually to  believe  the  Trinity  in  Unity,  with  all  the  other  hard  worda  em- 
jdoyed  in  the  creed ;  aad  we  may  preaume  they  exacted  only  a  verbal,  not 
an  intellectual  aesent.  For  they  must  know  it  was  impossible  for.  the  vul- 
gar to  comprehend  them,  and  that  no  man  can  assest  to  a  propoaitioa  he 
does  not  comprehend,  any  further  than  that  it  contains  a  truth,  though  he 
does  not  know  what  it  is- 

Having  made  this  concesuon,  for  fear  the  free-thinker  sboold  turn  it  to 
a  use  I  never  intended,  I  muBt  remark  that  there  is  a  very  material  i^erenc« 
between  comprebeuding  the  thing  affirmed,  and  comprehending  what  is 
said  of  it :  the  farmer  ia  not  neceseary  to  gain  assent,  the  want  of  the  latter 
is  no  poaaible  ground  either  of  assent  or  dissent,  other  than  that  vague  ose 
of  an  nuknonm  truth.  I  can  believe  that  something  haa  existed  in  all  eter- 
nity  without  a  caaae,  yet  I  can  neither  comprehend  eternity,  nor  how  any- 
thing can  exist  without  a  cauae,  becauae  all  the  things  I  have  experience  of 
bad  causes  of  their  existence.  If  a  man  pretends  he  carries  home  Panl'a* 
church  in  his  pocket,  I  comprehend  dearly  what  he  anya,  and  see  plainly  it 
is  impossible ;  therefore  must  think  him  a  liar  while  I  take  him  seriously, 
and  not  aa  a  joker  meaning  a  print  of  the  church.  If  he  aays  he  mored  two 
balls  lying  in  cloae  contact  upon  a  biUiard-table  by  tooching  only  ose  of 
them,  I  can  easily  believe  him,  though  I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  hind- 
most ball  can  begin  to  move  before  the  foremost  has  gone  off  to  leave  roMD 
for  it,  nor  yet  hew  it  can  give  motion  to  the  other  before  it  has  any  itself; 
so  that  the  motions  of  both  seem  neoeaaarily  pricv  in  order  and  time  to  one 
another.  But  if  he  tdls  me,  that  motion  ia  the  act  of  being  in  power  so  ftr 
forth  as  in  power,  I  do  not  comprehend  what  he  snya,  so  cannot  possiUy 
give  cither  assfnt  or  dissent  i  it  may  be  aa  true  as  the  Gospel  for  au^  1 
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know,  and  if  I  have  a  good  opinion  of  bia  jodgmont  ctnd  Mtnceritjr,  I  ehidl 
believe  he  has  a  meaning  in  tiie  expretaiim,  And  that  It  Containa  a  ccttailt 
trath,  tbongh  what  the  tnitb  i>  I  cannot  poeaibly  goeaa. 

I  doubt  not  then  ere  multitndca  of  piona  ChriKitma,  and  many  verr 
■msible  penona,  to  whom  the  Athaaaeian  creed  appeara  tnixdi  the  same 
langaage  aa  the  act  of  being  in  power  to  hr  forth  as  in  power,  in  whidi 
case  it  will  be  impoenbk  for  them  to  gi*e  it  an  inteUectoal  a«Mnt :  yet  ftll- 
all  that,  if  tbey  have  any  opinion  of  the  Church,  they  may  easily  believe  It 
eontain*  the  true  Christian  doctrine,  and  thia  ia  enon^  to  keep  them  from 
the  Arian  heresy ;  for  little  as  they  can  roniprehend  the  tenne  employed, 
they  catmtrt  fail  of  diueming  their  contreriety  to  thoae  of  similar  mbstance 
tmd  a  created  God.  or  a  creature  inveated  with  the  divine  Attribntes,  and 
made  equal  with  God. 

16,  There  aeems  little  danger  now  to  the  public  tram  the  Ariao  hM-esy  : 
it  may  have  crept  into  the  cloeets  of  a  few  apeculatista,  but  you  can  do  no- 
thing  with  tbcm  by  treads  i  fbroe  them  to  repeat  what  words  yon  please, 
Uiey  will  put  their  own  aenie  opon  them ;  for  the  Rocycnuian  art  of  trans- 
mntalion  irill  work  wonden,  as  often  converting  gold  into  base  metals  aa 
thcU  into  gtAi.  Tho-efbre  in  my  humble  opinion  this  creed  might  be 
spaced,  aa  being  an  outwork  to  a  quarter  not  now  liable  to  attacks,  find 
^ving  ecandd  to  thia  enlightened  age  vrtterein  everybody  expects  to  under-- 
Hand  everydiin^:  and  I  have  heani  tome  divines  .t^ress  a  wish  it  were 
dropped  out  of  our  Liturgy. 

Nevertheless,  while  it  remains  an  outwork,  we  on^t  not  to  let  the  enemy 
make  a  lodgement  opon  it ;  to  prevent  which  wa*  tbe  deeigu  of  Ais  Chapter, 
rather  than  any  direct  benefit  I  oould  expect  to  do  the  bdiever  :  for  the  less 
be  concerns  himself  with  partionlara  upon  this  matter,  the  better.  I  have 
•aid  it  is  one  of  thoae  points  remotely  fandamental  which  were  made  »o  by 
circms stances  of  Umes,  and  as  things  stand  at  present  circumat^ced,  seema 
to  retain  no  more  of  that  quality  than  enongh  to  render  a  direct  opposition 
the  mark  irf  an  enemy,  but  not  an  actnal  reception  neoeaaary  to  characterize 

For  my  put.  I  am  for  enlai^^lng  the  pole  of  orthodoxy  as  «ide  aa  pMsible 
withOHt  bteaking  tbe  enolotore,  and  for  that  purpoae  would  contract  the 
number  of  ftmikmentals,  for  it  is  by  mnltiidying  them  that  tbe  walla  of 
partition  have  beoi  run  acrOM,  dividing  tbe  gnrand  into  so  many  little 
Bcanly  cloaea.  Thorefore  if  a  man  iottdvertaidy  or  in  private  confidence 
gives  me  ensjridon  that  he  is  not  perfectly  Athanasian,  I  can  gh-e  him  the 
right  hand  of  feUoVrsbip,  if  I  have  none  other  reason  to  withhold  it.  Nay, 
£irther,  tbougfa  I  fear  it  will  be  thought  carrying  my  Christian  charity  be- 
yond bounds,  if  he  only  eeteems  the  introduction  and  propagatiot)  of  Chris- 
tianity aa  an  event  eminently  provideutial,  doubting  of  tbe  ■npematural 
facts  recorded,  and  consnlts  ^e  Scriptures  jointly  with  hit  own  reason  in 
fonniu^  his  idea  of  tbe  Supreme  Being,  tbe  adminiatratkm  of  tbe  mond 
world,  hn  reiiglaus  sentiments  and  rules  of  conduct,  ttill  I  am  inclined  to 
Rdmit  him  into  the  hrotherbood,  provided  he  leaves  other  people  in  quiet  to 
believe  aa  much  more  aa  they  please,  without  undnvaluiag  or  attempting  to 
puzale  them  upon  that  aGGoant.  But  if  he  dtowa  a  fbodnese  to  impugn  or 
ridicule  things  generally  holden  sacred,  I  most  regard  him  as  en  adversary  i 
and  sinoe  persons  of  no  Religion  delight  much  in  such  practices,  I  may  lufr- 
pect  him  to  be  a  bad  man.  but  at  beat  diall  think  him  indiscreet,  unskilled 
in  fauman  nature,  and  defective  in  that  regard  to  order  and  the  public  goo4 
which  it  one  of  the  principal  moral  duties. 
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17.  The  want  of  distiD(piuhuig  betweeo  eesentwl  and  r«mot«  fonda- 
mentals.  teenu  to  be  the  fetal  roc^  upon  which  both  the  bigot  and  free- 
thinker nuke  ehipwreck,  though  tbe;  are  caat  off -to  opposite  sidet.  Tbt 
former  finds  certaia  inetitntiaiu,  ceremonies,  and  articles  of  faith  stroo^j 
inculcated  ai  necessary  to  make  a  tme  disciple,  so  he  places  righteonsnesa 
wholly  in  them ;  orthodoxy  with  him  is  all  in  all,  he  honts  sermons,  sings 
paalms,  and  prays  literolly  withoot  ceasing,  and  becomes  rigiiteoDS  orer- 
roach.  He  sees  no  difierence  between  the  skin  and  substance  of  Religion, 
nor  that  because  the  fruit  cannot  ripen  without  the  skin,  therefore,  such 
strict  charge  is  given  to  preaerre  it  unbroken ;  so  he  crams  himself  with 
skin  to  a  surfeit,  till  he  has  no  room  for  the  fruit.  He  forgets  that  Christ 
will  disown  those  who  say  unto  him.  Lord,  Lord,  but  do  not  the  Will  at 
the  Father :  so  doing  this  Will  is  the  sole  essentia]  point,  and  the  Lord, 
L(^  bemg  necessary  only  for  the  sake  of  that,  ought  to  be  repeated  no 
oftener  than  such  necessity  requires. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  free-thinker,  ever  hasty  and  superficial,  looks  no 
deeper  than  the  skin,  which  he  very  shrewdly  discovers  can  contain  no 
nourishment  for  the  mind  ;  so  he  perpetually  tmzes  yon  with  childish  ques- 
tions. What  Religion  is  there  in  forms  and  ceremonies  ?  what  sacrednesa 
in  one  day,  or  place,  more  than  another  i  can  God  eternally  reward,  or 
damn  a  man  accordii^  as  he  says- Ay  or  No  to  a  speenlalive  pnipoaition  ? 
For  it  never  enters  into  his  shallow  pi^  to  reflect  that  things  of  no  moment 
in  themselves  may  become  highly  valuable  by  their  connections,  and  draw 
f»nseqnences  of  the  utmost  importance.  What  is  money  good  lor  ?  jot 
cannot  eat  it,  you  cannot  drink  it,  yon  cannot  clothe  your  back  with  it.  nor 
warm  yourself  by  it  in  winter ;  it  is  of  none  other  use  than  to  play  at  dinck, 
or  spin  upon  a  table  to  please  a  child,  and  our  forefathers  in  die  infancy  of 
mankind  could  do  very  well  without  it :  nevertheless,  as  the  worid  goes,  a 
competency  of  it  is  of  necessary  use  to  procure  us  all  other  things  neces- 
sary, and  we  are  forced  to  teach  our  children  to  be  carefid  of  the  main 
chutce,  without  which  they  will  inevitably  run  themselvca  into  distress  and 
misery. 

I  Boppoae  he  would  laugh  me  to  scorn  if  I  should  say,  that  faith  may  have 
an  effect  upon  the  constitution,  or  that  my  pulse  and  digestion  would  be 
ever  the  worse,  whatever  my  opinions  were :  yet  for  all  that,  to  use  his 
own  favourite  verb,  I  will  venture  to  aay  that  if  I  should  happen  to  beliera 
arsenic  was  sugar,  it  might  cost  me  my  life ;  or  if  I  should  lose  my  faith  in 
eserdse,  I  mi^t  pore  over  met^hysics,  till  I  had  brought  cm  a  jaimdiae, 
and  so  shorten  my  days  by  that  heresy ;  or  as  this  distemper  is  known  to 
render  the  sight  confused  and  darken  the  undervtaading,  I  might  becooM  « 
free-thinker. 

Id  like  manner,  how  litUe  soever  the  Atbauasian  subtilties  may  add  to  tbe 
stock  of  nsefnl  knowledge,  yet  if  yon  teadi  the  plain  man  to  r^M^  them  m 
impoeitiona,  be  will  think  himself  imposed  upon  in  other  things  too,  and 
practise  aoteiety  and  honeaty  no  further  than  to  escape  the  lash  of  tbe  law. 
and  oenanres  of  the  world.  For  he  cannot  trace  these  duties  to  their  nstaral 
foundationa,  nor  see  their  reference  to  his  own  interests :  he  thinks  tbem 
duties  because  enjoined  in  the  Gospel,  and  he  reverences  the  Gospel  upon  tb« 
authority  of  the  Chnrch,  standing  in  ito  utnation  to  examine  other  evidences. 
Therefore,  it  is  too  early  to  deprive  him  of  this  diannel,  till  you  can  find 
aome  other  way  of  inspiring  him  with  just  sentiments  of  the  relation  he 
atands  in  to  his  Creator,  and  his  feilDw-cmtures. 

To  conclude,  though  one  may  easily  escape  violent  extremes,  it  is  very 
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difficult  fo  hit  the  midiUe  tine  between  a  Btnctnen  and  loowoeM  of  prin- 
ciple; and  the  more  so,  became  it  Tsriea  tceording  to  timea,  and  circnm- 
.  atancea,  and  persons  jon  have  to  deal  with.  Being  af^riied  of  this  diffi- 
culty, we  ought  to  lue  onr  beat  discretion  npon  all  occasiona,  bearing  in 
mind  that  there  are  fimclamcnt>lB  not  essential,  but  made  so  by  their  con- 
nection with  Othen,  partly  by  knman  oatnre,  and  partly  by  institation  ;  and 
to  praerre  our  Chriatiaii  charity  with  a  great  bitckwardnesa  in  thinking 
hai^y  or  contemptaooaly  of  our  neigfaboun  for  their  believing  either  too 
little,  or  too  tttooti  i  for  in  our  spiritual  as  well  as  ournatural  food,  the  same 
quantity  may  be  too  little  for  one  man,  which  is  too  much  for  another. 


REDEMPTION. 


Tbi  doctrine  of  the  Redemption,  as  commonly  understood,  depends  upon 
dtat  ot  the  IVinity :  for  the  sin  of  Man,  being  a  wiliid  disobedience  and 
direct  rebellion  against  God,  made  such  a  breach  upon  bis  authority  as  no 
pnnidunent  lesa  than  eternal  could  repair ;  nor  conid  this  be  remitted  with- 
out violation  of  the  divine  Justice,  unless  upon  some  meritorious  act  i>uffi- 
oent  to  make  amends  for  the  flagrancy  of  the  offence  committed.  Which 
set  must  be  performed  by  Man,  because  Man,  having  done  the  injury,  mu^ 
make  the  reparation ;  but  he  being  under  the  dominion  of  sin,  had  not 
strength  to  do  anything  good,  nor  if  he  had,  could  it  have  been  meritorioDe, 
all  hw  semces  being  of  Justice  due  to  bis  Creator  and  supreme  Governor ; 
therefore,  it  was  necessary  he  should  be  invested  with  a  divine  power  by  an 
nnJOB  with  God  himself,  in  order  to  open  a  passage  for  mercy.  Yet  the 
party  ofiended  could  not  make  atonement  to  himself;  so  that  Man  must 
have  remained  olmoxious  to  eternal  punishment,  if  there  had  not  been  dis- 
tinct Persona  in  the  Godhead :  one  of  whom  in  transcendant  love  to  man- 
kind, IWDg  pleased  to  take  oar  nature  npon  him,  might  make  adequate 
itatiirfartiftn  to  the  other,  for  the  injnry  done  to  divine  jostioe. 

There  are  many  objectionB  made  against  this  doctrine,  all  taken  from  the 
gnMseat  scakse  in  wtuch  it  can  be  understood :  for  it  ia  well  known,  that 
upon  ahatmee  sufajecta,  the  same  expressions  will  convey  various  ideas  to 
di&rent  persons,  according  as  they  have  been  formed  by  nature,  or  trained 
by  practice  for  such  eiercises.  But  the  Free-thinker  constantly  takes  his 
Aotioos  npon  an  article  of  Religion,  from  the  apprehensions  of  the  vulgar, 
being  un^le  to  readi,  or  unwilling  to  aeek  for  any  more  rational  construc- 
timt ;  and  employs  what  little  penet/adon  he  has,  to  find  absurdities  in  them 
whid)  never  occur  to  the  vnlgar. 

Now  if  we  could  dive  into  the  thoughts  of  our  common  people,  who  yet 
may  be  very  good  Christians  and  as  good  men  as  ourselves,  (for  goodness 
does  not  couMst  in  strength  of  parte  or  depth  of  understanding,)  we  should 
probaUy  find  them  appr^tending  that  God  created  Man  to  fill  np  the  vacant 
^Mcea  left  in  heaven  by  the  fallen  Angels :  but  before  he  would  admit  him 
into  the  sacred  mansions,  he  detmnined  to  try  whether  he  would  approve 
kime^  worthy  of  them.  So  he  placed  him  in  a  garden,  where  was  plenty 
of  all  the  conveniences  and  enjoyments  of  life,  which  were  given  him  to 
make  freense  of,  except  one  tree,  which  he  was  formerly  forbidden  to  tonch 
under  pain  of  death.     Nevertheless,  Man,  by  the  suggealions  of  the  serpent. 
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(lid  eat  of  that  tree,  and  thereby  deaervedly  provoked  tbe  anger  erf  God : 
who  for  this  height  of  iugntitnde  and  dieabedieoce  caadM^«d  him  to 
dwell  in  everlaatiug  flames  with  tfaat  rebelliouB  epirit  wboae  wiek«d  iouniia- 
tion»  he  had  voloiitarily  choeen  to  bearkm  to,  rather  than  pay  an  eaav 
obedience  to  the  one'  single  command  of  his  Maker  and  Benefeotor.  Bat 
the  Bon  of  God,  in  ooropaBBion  to  mankind,  interceded  with  hij  Fatiier  in 
thatr  behalf;  and  that  the  autbocity  of  Gad  might  not  sofftr  l^  lettini^  ein 
poaa  with  impunity,  he  oondeacended  to  take  the  human  nature  wpxi  him, 
and  therein  pay  the  penalty  4ue  to  divine  Juitice  for  th«  tntBsgresBitHu 

Having  thiu  purcbaaed  pardon  by  the  price  of  hia  blood,  God  will  gmnt 
it  for  hia  sake,  and  upon  hie  interceaaion ;  which  he  never  Aula  to  make  for 
Buch  as  are  members  of  his  body,  and  it  is  not  fit  be  should  make  it  fear 
those  who  refiise  to  be  incorpontad  thereinto.  But  the  conditiona  to 
become  a  member  of  Christ  are  these,  to  trust  in  his  name,  to  resist  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  to  perform  all  kind  of  good  offices  to  their 
fellow  members,  which  he  will  esteem  aa  services  actually  done  to  himself, 
ftnd  to  do  good  to  those  who  are  not  of  the  household  of  faith,  in  imitation 
of  their  heavenly  Father,  who  maketh  his  sno  to  shine  upon  the  good  and 
upon  the  evil,  and  sendeth  hi*  rain  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust.  For 
orthodoiy  alone  will  not  serve  the  turn ;  when  such  as  depend  wbc^y  \xp^ 
that  apply  to  him  for  his  intercession  in  the  dreadful  distresses  of  the  last 
day,  saying,  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name,  and  iQ-thy  name 
cast  ont  devils,  and  in  thy  najne  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  he  will'aay 
unto  them,  Ilepart  from  me,  ye  workers  <4  iniquity,  J  Imow  ye  not. 

2.  Now  the  vulgar  see  nothing  of  the  difficulties  in  this  scheme  whidi 
the  Free-thinker  has  just  wit  enough  to  find  ont,  bat  not  enou^  to  avoid 
by  patting  a  rational  construction  upon  the  doctrines  delivered.  They 
know  that  experiment  is  the  proper  proof  of  a  man's  character,  who  cannot 
know  himself,  nor  can  anybody  else  tell,  whether  he  be  a  good  or  wicked  man 
until  put  to  the  tri^  i  nor  find  any  impropriety  in  imagining  God  to  make 
trial  before  he  would  aubnit  him  to  an  attendance  upon  his  throne  in  heaven 
together  with  the  holy  Angels.  This  blot  is  not  hit  by  the  FVee-thinker, 
who  admits  the  absolute  contingency  and  aelf-origio  of  human  action, 
becauae  by  this  principle  he  can  claim  bis  shining  virtues  as  ^itirely  bis 
own,  not  the  gift  of  God  in  any  sense,  nor  dependent  upon  motives 
deriving  through  a  chain  of  causes  from  the  proviaitms  of  Heaven,  so  he 
finds  no  fiiult  with  the  supposition  of  God  being  onoertBin  how  his  ore*- 
tures  would  behave  until  he  had  experience  of  it:  ha  only  cavils  at  the 
triflingneas  of  the  test,  being  owe  other  than  a  prcdiibition  against  eating  a 
particular  sort  of  apple. 

They  see  nothing  unbecoming  tim  divine  natute  in  ascribing  anger  theretot 
for  the  best  of  men  are  angry  at  wilful  disobedienoe  and  crying  ingratitude, 
and  there  are  some  offences  which  cannot  be  pardoned,  even  by  a  mercifui 
prince,  without  unhinging  the  authority  of  hia  government.  Nor  is  it 
unprecedented  in  the  best  policied  atates,  that  acts  of  attainder  should  pass 
against  a  whole  rebellious  race  for  the  delinquency  of  thdr  ancestor ;  nor 
that  obstinacy  and  wickedness  sbcHild  ran  in  the  blood  from  one  generation 
to  another. 

Tliey  see  tba  greatest  noblemen  have  ohildnen  like  themselves,  whom 
they  did  not  make  nor  create,  but  who  deaotoded  from  them,  and  for  whom 
they  have  a  particular  fondneas  by  paternal  instinct :  therefore  why  might 
not  God  have  a  Son  of  the  same  uncreated  nature  with  himself,  and  be 
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prevailed  upon  liy  hie  iaqkortuiiities  to  abate  of  Us  auger,  if  a  meaiu  euuld 
be  foaod  ottl  to  Batisfy  hia  joatice  ? 

They  have  a  very  iaaccnrate  notioB  of  nnmerical  identity,  imegtuing  that 
tbmga  diflerent  may  be  made  identical  by  union,  aeeiiig  ae  they  think  mim- 
beii^  mstances  of  mBoy  sobBtancec,  by  being  united  and  incorporated 
together,  becoming  one  and  the  same  sabBtance  :  bo  they  make  no  acrupie 
at  the  thsn^t  of  the  Bon  of  God  taking  the  haman  nature  upon  him  by 
union  with  a  ]ttrticnW  man,  whereby  God  and  man  became  one  Person, 
one  individual  Bring. 

They  can  eaaily  apprehend,  that  tlus  God-man  to  whom  belonged  infinite 
■tresgth  and  power,  migf^t  bear  the  whole  weight  of  punishment  inflicted   ■ 
upon  the  whole  hnman  race :  thereby  fiilly  disohargiog  the  debt  due  to 
jnatice,  and  opening  the  door  lor  mercy  to  take  her  coarse,  without  in- 
fringing  upon  the  divine  authority. 

"Aey  stagger  not  at  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteonanew :  for  as  a  man 
who  has  voluntarily  paid  money  to  the  creditor  of  many  persons,  has  a  right 
to  have  it  carried  to  the  account  of  snch  among  them  as  he  thinks  proper, 
BO  the  united  God  and  man,  having  paid  the  ransom  for  ain  by  his  sufferings, 
which  were  free  aenrices  to  the  divine  justice  he  waa  under  no  obligatioo 
to  perform,  had  a  right  to  have  his  merita  imputed,  and  intercessioD  avail, 
for  the  beneftt  of  whomsoever  he  pleased,  and  to  impose  Bocfa  terma  upon 
the  inhalation  and  interceBBian  as  to  him  seemed  good. 

3.  It  most  be  owned  that  this  idea  of  the  Redemption  has  had  many 
absurb  and  pemioione  notions  engrafted  npon  it :  the  ^pro«ch  to  God  by 
iatercessioo  has  been  madB  a  handle  for  turning  our  Salvation  into  a  bnaineas 
to  be  managed  by  intrigue  and  interest,  and  to  repreacot  the  court  at 
heaven  by  similitude  with  the  courts  of  earthly  princea,  to  whom  yon 
cannot  have  aixsess  milees  by  their  minister.  And  because  sinful  man  was 
unworthy  to  approach  the  throne  of  glory  without  the  intercession  of  a 
mediator,  therefore  the  Bod,  being  of  eqiul  glory  with  tlie  Father,  must 
keep  the  like  distance  with  all  except  a  few  particalar  &ivourites,  without 
whose  recommendation  nobody  oould  be  heard  ;  who  themselves  were  too 
grant  to  be  addressed  by  the  oommou  ChriatiaQ :  so  he  could  obtain  nothing 
without  making  interest  with  the  priest  to  pny  to  the  saint  to  pray  to  Chriat  ta 
pr«y  to  God  far  him ;  and  in  order  to^ain  favour  with  theBe  inferior  ministers 
or  Bnb-mediators,  he  must  pi^  the  prieet  and  make  offerings  to  the  Saint. 

Hen  the  imputatiMi  of  merit  end  conditions  annexed  to  obtaining  it 
left  room  for  a  Bupposal  at  some  person*  eioeeding  the  conditions  required, 
and  by  their  eztraordinary  holiness  purcharing  more  imputed  moit  than 
they  wanted  for  UKoiselves :  neverthelen,  they  might  not  impale  it  over 
to  such  otherE  m  they  pleased,  but  the  overp^  went  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Church,  from  whence  it  was  to  be  bought  for  Money,  by  any  wtio  had 
a  mind  to  be  saved  without  fulfilling  the  conditions  required  cHf  him. 

The  inaHlity  of  man  to  do  anything  aoeeptable  to  God,  the  direction  to 
eschew  the  poraps  and  vanities  of  this  wicked  world,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
constant,  lively  tmst  in  the  Mediator,  enjoined  to  keep  the  mind  vigilant 
asd  vi^roos  in  perfbtming  die  practical  conditions  annexed,  have  been 
made  a  hsodle  by  our  modem  enthuiasta  for  running  counter  to  the  usages 
of  mankind,  for  deteaCing  their  fetlow-creatnres  aa  reprobate  and  abandoned, 
for  placing  ^  in  Faith  togntlwr  with  lecture- hearing,  hymn-siDging,  tjaoa- 
lating,  alms^giving,  anstvitics,  and  other  means  of  strengthening  it ;  and 
believing  that  the  greater  sinner  a  mau  is,  the  more  glory  redonnda  to  the 
Mediator  fiom  saving  him,  and  the  higher  trust  he  reposes  in  him. 
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But  all  these  are  corruptioiiH  of  Cbrirtianitj.  inveotioBS  of  crafty  or  self- 
conceited  peraona  taking  indefatigable  paine  to  throw  conceptions  into  the 
vulgar  which  would  never  have  entered  their  heads.  For  the  Datmrtl  infer- 
ence frmn  the  doctrine  of  a  Redeemer,  God,  as  well  as  man,  sofiering 
intolerable  pains  to  expiate  for  sin,  impcsing  as  conditioiM  of  his  interces- 
sion a  reststanoe  of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  an  nnresenred  good 
vill  and  labour  of  love  towards  all  fellow  members  of  the  same  spiritaal 
body,  and  extended  beyond  them  to  enemies  and  persecutors,  is  none  other 
than  that  sin  excludes  from  God  and  happiness,  that  using  all  onr  might  to 
escqie  every  conuniseion  of  it  is  the  only  way  to  bring  oorselves  witfain  the 
Terge  of  that  deUventnce  worked  for  us  from  the  guilt  already  lying  upon 
our  beads ;  that  God  is  inflexiUy  just,  sud  though  infinitely  merciful,  yet 
mercy  cannot  be  bad  oaless  by  means  that  will  bring  it  recondleable  with 

Can  the  Redeemer  nha  ccodescended  to  take  upon  bim  tiie  form  of  a  ser- 
vant, to  preach  to  the  poor,  to  converse  with  publicans  and  shmers ;  can 
he  be  thought  to  take  such  state  upon  bim,  as  that  a  poor  man  cannot 
approach  him  without  making  interest  by  his  ministen  and  lavonrites  ? 
Caa  he,  who  is  God  everlaBting,  be  ignorant  of  our  thoughts,  or  not  know 
onr  necessities  better  than  any  saint  or  priest  can  tell  him  ?  Can  he  who, 
freely  and  witbont  asking,  laid  down  his  life  a  ransom  for  many,  need 
the  recommendation  of  his  courtiers,  or  pressing  importunities  of  his  virgin 
mother,  to  obtain  his  intercession  with  the  Father  for  blessings,  which  fbr 
onr  unwortbiness  we  dare  not,  and  for  om:  blindncM  we  cannot  ask  ?  Can 
he,  who  sought  not  his  own  glory,  hut  the  ^ory  of  him  that  sent  him,  be 
grown  fond  of  praise  and  incessant  adoration  for  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
them ;  and  notrather  exact  a  strong  and  steady  attachment  to  his  name,  solely 
as  a  means  of  keeping  his  disciples  observant  of  the  other  condition  be  baa 
required  of  them  ?  Can  he,  who  bore  such  heavy  weight  of  pnnishmentto  ex- 
]Hate  for  sin,  be  ever  reconciled  to  the  practice  of  it ;  or  suffer  any  psalm-sing' 
ing,  sermon-bunting,  gaculating,  or  pious  fervours,  which  are  but  a  breadi  of 
air  or  turn  of  thought,  to  commute  for  the  absolute  renunciation  of  it  f 
Can  he  who  died  for  all  mankind,  for  enemies  and  rebels  to  the  fUber  and 
the  Godhead,  be  content  with  a  narrow,  selfish  temper  for  the  sake  of 
pasMouate  zeal  for  his  name ;  with  omsssion  in  the  duties  of  our  station  ; 
with  ne^igence  in  improving  or  applying  onr  talmts  to  the  temporal  aa 
well  as  qHritoal  benefit  of  the  oommnnily ;  with  rdigions  vanity,  censoriona- 
nesi,  aiTogance,  afiected  hypocritical  humility,  or  exalting  rejoicing  at  the 
damnation  of  reprobate*  ? 

4.  Notwithftand ing  all  the  strong  and  repeated  injunctions  to  fiuth,  and 
trust,  and  dependence  on  the  Redeemer,  we  are  positively  told  it  is  not 
saying.  Lord,  Iiord,  but  doing  the  Will  of  the  Father,  that  will  entitle  a 
person  to  his  share  in  the  intercession.  But  God  wants  nothing  and  can 
receive  nothing  &om  ns  for  himself :  therefore  his  Will  can  be  none  other 
than  the  hairiness  of  his  creatures  with  whom  we  have  intercourse,  among 
whom  oar  own  persons  are  included ;  and  every  contraveatioti  of  that  WiU 
is  properly  to  be  undentood  by  the  word  Sin.  But  happiness  consists  in 
a  constant  serenity  and  satisfaction  of  mind,  which  can  only  be  insured  by 
a  just  sense  of  the  divine  Povrer,  Providence,  and  Attributes;  and  in 
those  externals  contrihnthig  to  the  otmvoiienoe  and  enjoyment  of  life,  which 
can  only  be  procured  by  the  mutual  endeavoura  of  mankind  assisting  one 
another,  each  in  his  several  station.  But  we  are  obstructed  in  the  prose- 
cution of  our  own  and  the  general  interest,  by  our  attachment  to  present 
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pleasure  and  oar  inordinate  desires,  by  the  torrent  of  evil  custom  proropt- 
ing  OS  to  covetousnesB,  ambition,  vanity,  and  the  like,  by  setfieltnesB,  envy, 
contention,  and  malice ;  styled  in  religious  language  the  flesb,  die  world, 
and  the  devil. 

Thaa  it  appears  the  doctrine  of  redemption  has  none  other  scop';  than  to 
bring  appetite  and  passion  under  the  dominion  of  reason,  that  we  may 
never  foil  into  sin  ;  that  is,  never  indulge  any  fond  humour  or  evil  habit 
against  what  we  know  in  our  reason  and  onr  conscience  to  be  right,  nor 
neglect  onr  rules  of  conduct  for  pursuing  onr  own  advantages,  or  the  good 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  to  whom  at  any  time  we  are  capable  of  doing  ser- 
vice ;  in  both  cases  preferring  the  more  important  service  before  the  less  : 
which  is  the  very  point  whereto  Philosophy,  if  it  be  good  for  anything, 
ought  to  bring  men. 

Therefore,  as  I  have  said  before  in  another  place,  I  see  no  difference 
between  a  troe  member  of  Christ  and  a  good  citizen  of  the  world,  other 
than  their  method  of  attaining  these  characters.  If  once  complete  in  them, 
both  would  proceed  upon  the  same  plan,  a  judicious,  diligent,  unreserved 
endeavour  to  promote  happiness,  as  well  of  body  as  mind,  in  themselves 
and  others,  in  the  community  and  private  persons,  in  friends,  strangers,  and 
enemies,  in  any  subject  wherever  they  can :  and  to  bring  appetite  and  desire 
of  every  kind  obedient  to  the  dictates  of  understanding. 

This  the  Relationist  thinks  he  can  compass  by  his  own  management :  if 
he  can,  it  is  very  well ;  he  does  the  Will  of  the  Father,  and  will  be  pre- 
pared to  say.  Lord,  Lord,  in  an  acceptable  manner  the  moment  he  shall  see 
convincing  proofs  of  its  being  necessary  ;  but  he  ought  to  be  well  assured  he 
can  find  his  own  way,  before  he  rejects  the  offer  of  assistaDce. 

To  such  as  are  conscioos  they  cannot  attain  this  perfection  by  their  own 
industry,  the  persuasion  of  a  Redeemer,  and  those  religions  exercises  which 
fix  their  attachment  to  him,  become  fundamentals,  without  which  they  can- 
not be  saved  either  fixim  sin  or  the  fatal  consequences  of  it :  therefore  every 
omission  of  these  exercises  and  whatever  weakens  their  attachment,  is  sin 
likewise,  because  leading  into  that  which  was  essentially  so.  But  these  sins 
beingmode  such  by  their  reference  toothers,  their  opposite  duties  too  derive 
their  value  (rota  a  connection  with  the  practical  duties  whereto  they  neces- 
sarily lead,  and  consequently  cease  to  be  duties  whenever  thiit  connection  is 
wanting.  Therefore  it  behoves  us  to  examine  the  tendency  of  our  religious 
sentitoents  and  exercises,  and  attentively  to  observe  what  effect  they  have 
upon  onr  conduct ;  without  which  we  shall  fall  into  such  as  are  spurious  iu 
kind,  or  extravagant  in  degree. 

If  our  faith  in  the  Redeemer  represents  him  as  indnlgent  to  the  vioes  of 
his  worshippers,  or  covetous  of  a  aealous  attachment  to  his  name  for  his  own 
sake,  or  for  any  other  cause  than  as  a  means  of  promotnig  the  happiness 
of  his  members:  if  our  acta  of  devotion  tend  to  make  purselves  or  others 
uneasy,  desponding,  melancholy,  superstitious,  and  censorious  ;  or  draw  us 
off  from  the  improvement  of  our  talents,  from  the  duties  of  our  station,  or 
render  us  less  useful  members  of  the  community :  they  are  sinful  instead  of 
being  pious,  they  are  delusions  of  the  wicked  one,  ratiier  than  works  of  the 
^irit.  For  God  is  all  goodness  and  mercy  and  laving  kindness,  therefore 
the  happiness  of  his  creatures  must  be  his  grand  design :  nor  can  we  ever 
serve  him  well,  unless  by  serving  as  his  instruments  in  promoting  his 
blessed  purpose. 

Our  future  happiness  is  indeed  incomparably  more  valuable  than  our  pre- 
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ient :  but  our  gracious  God,  who  is  LDr4  of  both  worlds,  hu  pleased  bo  to 
connect  the  interests  of  them  bodi,  ns  that  we  have  no  surer  way  to  future 
htqipiiiecs  than  by  advancing  thut  of  the  world  wherein  we  live.  Tbe  case 
nmy  sometimeB  so  happen,  as  that  the  road  of  duty  shall  lie  throngb  private 
damage,  through  labour,  pain,  distress,  uneasiness,  affliction,  and  pereeca- 
tion;  but  whatever  such  action  doe*  not  tend  nearly  or  remotely  to  the 
g;reater  benefit  of  mankind,  eitbtf  in  promoting  the  order  and  peace  of  so- 
ciety, the  neoesaanes  and  oonveoieociea  of  life,  the  advancement  of  nseful 
knowledge,  arcompli«lunent  and  virtne,  oc.enoonragement  of  a  happy  tem- 
per of  mind  wLiich  avails  more  than  all  the  nest  tt>  present  h^ipioess,  may  be 
pronounoed  a  folly,  rather  than  a  service  to  the  Hedeemer,  or  a  doing  the 
Will  of  the  Father. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  every  common  Christian  should  )m:  Able  always 
to  traee  tlie  tendency  of  his  actionB.  therefore  he  is  excusable  in  following  tus 
ralea :  if  those  who  gave  them  have  misguided  him,  the  fault  liea  at  their  doori 
besides,  the  duties  of  men  are  various,  such  aa  being  not  engaged  in  active 
life  can  do  good  no  odierwise  than  by  setting  examples  of  piety  and  regu- 
larity, ought  to  practise  a  little  m(»e  strictness  than  is  needful  for  others. 
Yet  it  is  dangerous  trusting  to  human  gnidai>c«  implicitly ;  every  man  has 
some  judgment  of  hia  own,  and  bis  Hedeemer.wiU  expect  he  should  improve 
every  talent  entrusted  with  him  to  the  utmost,  be  it  ever  so  small ;  there- 
fore let  him  use  what  judgment  he  has,  to  discover  the  real  good  of  the 
world,  or  those  of  its  inhabitants  whom  bis  conduct  may  affect ;  he  may  still 
Ml  into  some  excusable  indiscretions,  but  will  avoid,  the  sin  of  being 
righteous  overmuch,  that  is,  indulging  an  intemperance  of  zeal,  a  reUgious 
passion  covered  under  the  appearance  of  extraordinary  righteousneas. 

5.  Nevertheless,  these  ideas,  though  sitting  ea«y  upon  the  ordinary 
Christian,  and  afibrding  him  excellent  nourishment,  may  lie  heavy  upon  the 
digestion  of  the  reasoner,  how  well  soever  disposed  to  receive  instruction 
where  conveyed  to  him  in  a  manner  not  harsh,  nor  nauseating  to  his  palate. 
He  may  be  apt  to  boggle  at  the  notion  of  God  omniscient  needing  to  try  the 
works  of  hia  bands  before  he  could  know  how  they  were  qualified,  at  irre- 
missiUa  punishment,  at  damages  sustained  by  the  Almighty,  at  a  price  paid 
to  compensate  them  in  value,  at  original  sin,  sufiiering  by  substitute,  God 
undergoing  ponishraent,  and  imputation  of  righteousness.  Let  us  try  then 
whether,  by  help  of  wW  has  been  offered  in  the  fonner  part  of  this  work 
concerning  the  divine  Attributes  and  administration  of  the  moral  world,  we 
can  understand  the  orthodox  scheme  of  the  Redemption,  in  a  sense  that  Hhall 
make  it  appear  reconcilable  with  the  discoveries  of.  reason. 

We  have  found  thttt  all 'events  throughout  the  universe  proceed  fromcanses 
derived  originally  from  the  -Almighty,  so  tbat  nothing  bappena  anywhere, 
unless  by  hi*  permission  or  appointment.  We  know  by  undoubted  expe- 
rience there  is  a  mixture  of  evil  in  nature,  and  we  may  gather  from  the 
goodness  of  God,  that  his  view  never  teiminatee  upon  evil,  but  he  sends  it 
always  as  a  neceasary  means  to  work  out  some  greater  good ;  what  makes 
this  neosssity.  or  how  the  safferings  of  one  species  erf  creatures  operate  to  the 
good  of  othersj  we  may  coi^ccture  but  cannot  ascertain,  but  that  it  is  oecea- 
sary  we  may  reat  assvred,  because  else  it  would  be  totally  removed.  Nor  is 
it  impossible  the  same  qnaidity  of  evil  may  be  always  necessary,  and  may 
pass  in  rotation  among  the  creatures :  so  there  is  no  abuirdity  in  suppowug 
one  delivered  by  the  sufferings  of  another  taking  upon  him  this  severe  bur; 
den  of  public  servioe,  which  must  coustautiy  be  perfbnued  by  somebody :  a» 
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B  »entmel  is  rdeamd  from  As  inclemencies  of  a  stormy  night  by  another 
bemr  ami  to  relieve  bim. 

We  have  btken  notice  of  an  ancient  opinion,  embraced  by  many  and 
countenanced  by  the  Sacred  Writings,  that  all  natoral  evil  iras  the  conse- 
qnence  of  moral ;  and  have  attempted  to  trace  their  progreea  by  ignorance 
and  imbecility  leading  into  wilful  offence,  and  this  draning  on  punuhment: 
M  that  all  suSering  is  punitory,  not  inflicted  inuDediatety  by  the  hand  of 
God,  bat  following  by  natural  consequence  from  mifbehavionr  of  the  crea< 
turea,  nor  was  there  more  reason  against  subjecting  the  race  of  men  to  this 
ignorance  and  imbecility,  which  must  fall  somewhere  for  the  neoessary  par- 
poeea  of  the  Universe,  than  any  other  set  of  creatures. 

As  all  things  proceed  from  the  provisions  of  God  whose  knowledge  is  in- 
finite, we  caonot  suppose  him  ignorant  of  any  consequence  to  result  from  the 
provisions  he  made :  therefore  the  trial  he  put  Adam  to  in  the  garden  was 
not  needed  for  his  own  satisfaction,  the  issue  being  certain  before  the  trial 
was  made :  and  herein  we  are  supported  by  the  eacred  text,  wherein  Christ 
is  called  the  Lamb  slain  befc4«  the  foundatioos  of  the  world.  But  though  the 
slaying  could  be  only  in  designation,  yet  neither  could  it  be  designed  before 
the  want  of  it  was  known;  norcould  that  be  prior  to  the  knowledge  of  Adam's 
fault,  which  consequently  was  foreseen  before  the  foundations  of  the  world. 

Nor  need  we  underatand  the  trial  to  be  that  of  a  malefactor  tried,  con- 
victed, and  condemned,  for  the  crimes  he  has  committed ;  but  that  made  by 
the  master  of  the  mint,  when  he  tries  and  condemns  a  large  mass  of  metal 
as  below  the  etandard,  upon  assaying  a  little  piece  of  it.  For  the  enpposition 
of  onr  being  punished  for  tbe  offence  of  our  primogenitor,  or  becoming  actual 
ddinqnents  by  liis  transgression,  has  coostaatly  proved  a  stnmbUog'block 
which  human  reason  conld  never  get  over :  but  we  can  easily  apprehend  that 
any  one  man  may  stand  as  a  repreeentative  of  all  the  reet,  and  by  his  con- 
duct it  might  be  tried  what  all  other  men  would  do  in  the  like  situation : 
for  our  actions  follow  precisely  upon  the  ideas  and  motives  present  to  our 
imagination. 

.  We  commonly  impute  oorseveral  vices  to  some  defect  of  constitution,  or 
bad  education,  or  evil  company,  or  exteraal  accident ;  but  the  assay  made 
upon  Adam  manifeeted  what  human  nature  was,  and  proved  a  condemnation 
<rf  the  whole  race  by  showing  that  a  man  plaeed  in-tiie  most  favourable  si- 
tuation of  ciionmstances  possible  would  yet  be  overcome  by  the  first  tempta- 
tion assailbg  him.  Thus  we  bring  into  tbe  world  with  us  an  original  sin, 
by  wbidi  I  do  not  understand  an  ac&ial  guilt,  but  a  certain  [»x)pensity  to  con- 
tract it  upoD  ocoiciqn  offered :  and  so  are  bom  children  of  perdition,  not  as 
involved  in  it  already,  but  because  faUw  into  a  road  that  will  lead  inevita- 
bly thereinto. 

nualifebangaprepttratios  for  the  next  stage  of  Being,  the  new  inhabi- 
tants must  enter  thercanto  diversely  condititmed  and  qualified,  according  to 
the  state  of  vital  union  with  body  they  have  passed  through :  but  siufuluess, 
being  tbe  p<tftion  of  human  nature,  mast  accompsnty  eva^  one  who  has  par- 
taken of  that  nature,  and  consequently  children  dyii^  immediately  after 
birth  without  commission  of  actual  bid,  must  be  borne  <kiwa  with  the  weight 
of  original  gin,  or  rather  tbe  natural  inability  to  resist  temptation,  which  was 
evidenced  by  Adam's  misdemeanor.  For  we  have  found  it  probable  in  a 
former  place,  that  ^ture  punishment  is  not  inflicted  immediately  for  crimes 
cotnmiUed  here,  but  tbey  fix  such  a  taint  upon  the  soul  as  will  prompt  it  to 
commit  greater  crimes  hereafter,  and  so  to  perpetuate  the  punishinent  by  per- 
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petuating  offence?.  ThereFore  that  etate  of  natural  wealiness  which  inevi- 
tably drawB  on  offences,  may  without  impropriety  be  styled  ft  state  of  perdi- 
tion :  just  aa  if  you  saw  a  man  of  too  easy  tetaper,  who  could  not  aay  no  to 
anybody,  going  to  live  among  a  company  of  debauchees,  you  would  give  him 
over  for  lost,  though  you  had  never  yet  known  him  guilty  of  any  actual 
debauchery. 

6.  We  have  seoi  in  the  Chapter  on  Equality  that  the  divine  Equity  in* 
•urea  to  every  creature  a  proportionable  share  in  the  treaaures  of  happinesa 
flowing  among  them  from  the  divine  Bounty,  and  that  what  mixtm^  of  evil 
is  interspersed  therein  eholl  likewise  be  shared  equally  among  them  all, 
either  by  a  rotation  of  natural  suffering,  or  by  a  retardment  or  abatement 
of  happiness :  and  in  the  Chapter  on  Providence,  that  God  being  Lord  and 
Author  of  universal  nature,  wanted  not  power  nor  wisdom  to  contrive  his 
plan  BO  as  that  the  rotatioH  between  good  and  evil,  and  eqnal  distribution 
of  both,  ^euld  be  brought  about  by  natural  causes :  yet  that  it  was  not  in- 
congruDUB  with  reason  to  imagine  he  might  have  interwoven  his  own  im- 
mediate acts  of  omnipotence  into  his  plan,  eo  that  the  operatione  of  second 
causes,  being  a  part  only  of  the  plans,  should  fall  defective  of  his  purpose, 
unless  completed  by  his  own  intopomtiotu,  predetermined  before  the  fonn- 
daUons  of  the  worid. 

-  Upon  this  supposition,  there  is  ao  difficulty  in  apprehending  that  human 
nature  might  be  so  framed,  aa  by  continual  repetition  of  offence,  to  draw  on 
a  perpetuity  of  punishment ;  at  least,  a  greater  length  and  degree  of  Aionian 
punishment  than  fell  to  the  share  of  any  creatures :  God  in  his  Equity  and 
infinite  Mercy  having  purposed  to  supply  this  imperfection  in  his  second 
causes,  by  acting  himself  in  his  filial  character  to  rectify  them.  The  Mun- 
dane Soij,  or  host  of  Angels,  or  disembodied  Spirits  having  a  full  view  of 
all  nature,  must  see  that  by  this  disposition  of  second  causes  Equity  was 
violated ;  tbey  knew  this  Attribute  would  right  itself  again  somehow  or 
other,  but  in  what  manner  they  could  not  tell,  not  being  able  to  penetrate 
the  secret  counsels  of  God,  nor  inspect  that  part  of  his  plan  containing  his 
own  bterpositions ;  therefore  this  was  the  mystery  which  they  desired,  or, 
as  the  Greek  word  imports,  stooped  earnestly  down  to  look  into. 

In  the  Chapter  on  Divine  Justice,  and  the  article  of  Demerit  in  the 
Chapter  on  FVeewill,  it  has  t>een  made  appear,  that  there  is  no  essential 
nor  immediate  connection  between  offence  and  punishment ;  the  connection 
is  made  by  the  medium  of  expedience ;  punishment  being  due,  not  strictly 
for  the  [mst  delinquency,  which  casnot  be  undone,  but  for  prevention  rf 
future  mischief,  or  for  attaining  some  benefit  greater  than  the  evil  of  the 
Buffering :  while  this  medium  remains,  Justice  must  proceed  in  her  course 
whenever  it  can  be  removed,  Mercy  will  take  place.  If  then  the  sufferings 
of  Man  were  of  necessary  advantage  to  the  creation,  the  payment  of  that 
penalty  was  a  thing  of  value,  which  God  would  exact  as  a  debt  due  to  his 
Justice  ;  nor  could  remit  without  a  compensation  equal  in  value,  not  to  him- 
self, for  he  coold  neither  be  endamaged  nor  made  amends,  but  to  his  sub* 
jects.  Therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  the  voluntary  sufferings  of  the 
Redeemer,  answering  the  same  purpose  which  would  have  been  efiected  by 
the  sufferings  of  Man,  rendered  the  latter  needless,  and  opened  the  door  for 
mercy :  and  in  this  light  may  justly  he  styled  a  ransom  for  un,  a  valuable 
consideration  paid  -for  the  purchase  of  pardon . 

7.  We  know  so  little  of  the  relation  we  stand  in  to  the  invisible  worid, 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  conjecture  what  particular  advantages  might 
have  accrued  thereto  from  our  punishment,  and  consequently  in  what  mannc 
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the  compensation  operated  to  the  same  efiect.  But  we  may  know  that^ 
with  respect  to  ourselves,  it  tends  to  increase  our  abhorrence  and  dread  of 
sin,  which  infinite  Mercy  could  not  remit  without  an  amends  we  are  not 
able  to  make  ourselves,  and  have  no  room  to  expect  will  be  made  tor  ns 
again,  if  we  incur  the  penalty  a  second  time. 

As  to  the  thing  done  in  compensation,  we  may  gather  from  the  Sacred 
Writings,  it  was  nothing  else  than  a  constant,  nnintemipted  adherence  to 
rectitude  of  conduct  against  all  temptations  whatsoever ;  for  Jesus  was  like 
unto  ns  in  all  things,  sin  out;  excepted :  and  because  extreme  pain,  un- 
easiness, and  desperation,  are  the  hardest  attacks  for  human  nature  to  resist, 
therefore  he  is  sud  to  have  paid  the  ransom  upon  the  cross ;  not  but  that 
we  may  allow  his  holy  life  to  have  been  a.  part  of  the  payment.  Thus  upon 
examining  in  what  species  of  coin  the  ransom  was  paid,  we  find  it  to  have 
been  a  perpetnel  course  of  virtue  and  right  action,  an  absolute  dominion  of 
reason  orer  the  inferior  faculties,  an  efiectiul  resistance  of  all  pleasure,  in- 
dulgence, desire,  pain,  terror,  and  other  uneasinesses.  For  the  plan  of  uni- 
versal nature  having  been  so  drawn  as  that  the  self-denials,  disappointments, 
and  sufferings  of  human  creatures,  were  made  of  necessary  use  to  other 
Beings,  they  could  not  be  remitted  without  breaking  the  law  of  nature,  and 
endamaging  the  creation  :  therefore  all  that  could  be  done  for  man  vras,  to 
draw  out  the  sting  of  them,  and  render  them  no  evils,  by  enduing  him  with 
a  vigour  of  mind  capable  to  bear  them  willingly. 

If  it  be  thonght  absurd  to  imagine  that  evil  can  be  turned  into  a  thing 
indifferent  by  any  disposition  of  mind  whatever,  I  may  keep  myself  in  coun- 
tenance by  tiie  aathority  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  particularly  the  Stoics, 
who  strongly  malnt^ed  that  pain  was  no  evil,  but  made  so  by  opinion,  that 
is,  by  the  weakness  of  our  mind  :  and  we  see  their  theory  frequently  con- 
firmed by  experience,  for  none  of  ns  but  can  bear  little  disappointments, 
vexations,  and  pains,  without  being  hurt  by  them  ;  and  this  not  by  insensi- 
bility, for  we  p«ceive  the  displeasure  and  feel  the  smart  i  but  suffer  no  dimi. 
nution  thereby  in  our  present  enjoyment  and  satisfactioa  of  mind.  ITiere- 
fore  they  insisted  that  virtue,  or  rectitude,  or  wisdom,  for  these  were  ayno- 
nymoOB  terms,  was  the  only  sure  way  to  hqipiness,  and  that  the  Wise  man 
must  be  always  invariably  happy  beyond  the  power  of  fortune  to  hurt 

But  though  right  in  theory  they  were  romantic  in  expecting  to  see  it  veri- 
fied m  practice,  or  laying  it  dovm  for  an  indispensable  rule  of  conduct :  for 
most  of  OS  can  bear  little  self-denials  and  pains,  and  some  of  ns  pretty  severe 
ones  of  one  particular  kind ;  the  soldier  can  endure  wounds ;  the  student, 
Ubonra  of  thought ;  the  plonghman,  labours  of  bo^ ;  the  nurse,  wstchings ; 
the  snrgeon,  naatineas ;  but  none  can  bear  evils  of  idl  sorts  and  degrees  of 
intenseness  without  suffering  cruelly  by  them ;  for  human  nature  is  unequal 
to  the  task.  But  this  height  of  perfection  which  nature  cannot  reach,  it  may 
be  nused  to  by  divine  inteiipoMtion  :  and  the  man  Jesus  having  this  inter- 
position to  assist  hun  continually,  might  actually  be  that  Wise  man  which 
the  philosophers  sought  in  vain,  and  which  vras  nowhere  else  to  be  found 
but  in  imagination. 

8.  Therefore  the  office  performed  by  God  in  his  second  Persona  or  cha- 
racter of  the  Son,  was  to  invigorate  the  humonsoulof  Jesus,  that  his  under- 
standing might  never  be  overpowered  by  appetite,  or  passion,  or  any  impulse 
of  imagination  whatever,  but  constantly  have  the  determination  of  his  will 
in  every  single  instance ;  being  supplied  perpetually  by  the  divine  agency 
with  what  was  wanting  to  the  nntural  ttrcnglh  of  man.  and  to. make  ei 
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whole  life  of  rectitude  complete,  it  was  neceswry  tlie  dtvioe  t^aiKj  alioald 

begin  to  operate  early. 

We  commonly  reckon  children  do  not  arriTe  at  the  use  of  reason,  nor  the 
capacity  of  good  and  eril,  until  seven  years  old,  becsnse  ne  cannot  diacem 
anything  of  a  moral  character  appearing  in  their  actioni  before :  but  we 
know  not  what  imperceptible  miBconduct  they  may  have  fallen  into  aooaer, 
nor  how  early  it  may  be  needful  to  strengthen  fhe  growing  facul^  to  pre- 
pare it  for  a  vigorous  maturity  :  we  may  presume  the  preparation  cannot 
be  made  too  early.  Herefore  the  filial  character  accompaoied  the  Soul 
of  Jesus  from  his  birth,  and  he  grew  in  grace  and  wisdom  in  propcolion 
to  the  growing  powers  it  had  to  govern,  and  oppoution  it  bad  to  contend 
with. 

But  thie 'wisdom  wan  moral  wisdom,  of  which  I  have  ekewhere  given 
mine  idee,  distinguishing  It  from  natnnd  wisdom :  it  is  rather  a  vigour 
than  capaciousness  of  understanding :  the  same  as  die  virtue  of  Pradence ; 
weighed  more  with  the  greater  good  and  the  rules  of  duty  pointing  thereto 
than  with  present  pleasure  or  ease.  For  pmdettce  does  not  consist  in  sa* 
gacity  nor  extent  of  knowledge :  he  that  knows  much  but  makes  no  use  of 
it,  is  the  more  imprudent  upon  that  account,  and  he  is  the  most  pnident 
man  who  makes  the  best  profit  of  his  knowledge,  be  it  ever  so  small. 

The  world  in  general  ties  under  great  rois^ea  upon  this  article ;  they 
see  only  the  outward  action,  so  judge  of  the  diaracter  by  the  greatness  of 
tlie  ex[rfoits  performed ;  whereas  a  raBm  of  uncommon  abiCties  m&y  do  great 
things  with  a  very  Uttle  share  of  virtue,  perhaps  widt  none  at  aU,  by  help 
of  vanity,  ambition,  or  the  desire  of  ezbelling.  Your  writers  of  Romance' 
f^ve  their  heroes  an  immense  estate,  irrwistible  strengtb,  exuberant  health, 
constitutional  intrepidity,  penetration,  and  extraordinary  btightness  of  parts : 
nerer  reflecting  that  with  all  these  advantage*  one  mi^t  work  wonders 
without  being  a  hero.  To  make  him  truly  such,  diey  ought  to  describe 
hun  doing  more  than  common  with  only  common  endowments ;  nor  could 
we  with  certainty  pronounce  any  man  a  complete  hero,  unless  we  knew  be 
had  done  all  that  could  be  done  with  the  powers  and  opportmiities  put  into 
his  hands.  For  the  actions  of  wisdom  tnust  be  such  as  lie  in  every  one's 
power.  There  is  a  rule  of  nectitude  f»  the  porter,  the  ootdiler,  the  nurse, 
and  the  savage,  as  well  as  for  the  prince,  the  politinan,  die  general,  and 
the  philosopher ;  and  whoever  eould  persevere  in  it  invariably,  would  be 
eqaally  a  wise  man  in  every  station. 

Iliis  being  the  case,  it  was  fitting  the  divine  power  should  not  be  joined 
with  extraordioBry  endowments  of  body  and  mind,  lest  the  efiects  of  them 
should  be  confbnnded  vrith  the  fruits  of  moral  wisdom :  therefore,  the 
filial  riiaracter  was  united  to  en  illiterate  caq>enter,  who  we  need  not  ima- 
gine gained  more  knowledge  diereby  in  mathematics,  astronomy,  geogra- 
phy, policy,  metaphysics,  or  other  sciences,  than  any  common  carpenter 
might  have  attained,  if  we  could  suppose  him  never  once  to  have  neglected 
the  improvement  <rf  his  talents.  What  Buperaatural  knowledge  he  had 
was  imparted  to  him,  and  the  wonders  he  worked  were  performed  by  the 
Father,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  Moses  and  the  prophets. 

9.  By  the  help  of  what  has  been  argued  in  the  two  forgoing  sections, 
we  may  remove  the  grand  stimibling-block  of  a  suffering  God ;  for  we  have 
seen  the  efficacy  of  moral  wisdom  when  complete,  to  render  the  mind  proof 
against  every  evil,  so  that  it  might  voluntarily  endure  an  extremity  of  tor- 
ment without  suffering  by  it.  Therefore  we  need  not  try  to  make  subtile 
distinctions  between  the  divine  and  human  natures,  to  show  that  one  miglit 
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mfler  when  the  other  did  not :  for  neither  the  united  Christ,  nor  the  man 
Je«u  thus  divinely  supported,  vaa  in  a  state  of  evil  or  unhappiness  in  the 
very  moment  of  hts  greatest  agoiues. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  thought  lessening  our  obligation  to  the  Saviour,  to 
sappose  him  e&cting  our  Redemption  without  hurt  to  liinuelf,  and  repre-. 
senting  it  as  an  act  of  prudence,  which  his  wisdom  must  show  him  was 
expedient  for  his  own  sake,  no  less  than  for  the  sake  of  bis  fellow-mem- 
bers 1  for  Jesus  had  a  soul  to  be  saved  as  well  as  we,  and  he  did  save  it 
together  with  oun. 

To  this  objectioQ  I  shall  answer  in  the  first  place;  that  I  am  justified 
in  this  representation  hy  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews,  who  tells  us  that 
Jesus,  for  the  joy  that  "was  set  before  him,  endured  the  cross,  despising 
the  shame  1  that  is.  he  Sicted  for  his  own  interest  joijitly  with  ours.  In 
the  next  place,  to  go  upon  Uie  fooling  of  human  reason,  let  us  recollect 
what  has  been  said  in  two  Chaptere  of  the  first  Volume,  on  the  Ultimate 
Good  and  on  Beaevolence,  and  in  sev^^  other  places ;  wherein  it  has 
been  shown  £rom  the  survey  of  human  nature,  that  each  man's  own  hap- 
piness is  hia  proper  end  (^  acdon,  vrtiich  he  ought  invariably  to  pursue  in 
every  pvt  of  bis  conduct ;  and  that  benevolence  was  nothing  else  than  a 
[dacuig  bis  bsfipinesB  in  the  good  cf  others,  or  rather  a  livdy,  £nn  per- 
manon  of  his  own  interest  being  insepwrably  connected  vrith  the  general : 
theref<Hre.  where  a  man  has  this  persuasioi),  he  is  as  sincere  and  hearty 
in  the  services  be  does  to  another,  as  in  any  prudential  measures  he  takes 
for  his  own  private  interest,  and  his  benevoloice  is  of  the  right  genuine 

But,  yon  will  say,  if  he  endure  great  labour  and  pain,  and  sustain  da- 
mage for  another's  benefit,  the  obligation  is  greater  than  if  he  could  do  it 
with  ease  and  at  no  expense  to  himself.  It  may  be  so  ;  yet  if  he  can  sup- 
port the  trouble,  the  pain,  and  the.  damage  cheerfully,  it  proves  the  glow 
of  his  kindnees  the  fetventer,  and  consequently  heightens  the  obligation 
and  the  eadeannent  to  such  as  are  sensible  what  it  is  that  supports  him. 
For  why  should  we  desire  to  have  those  that  serve  us  suffer  in  the  per- 
formance ?  It  is  unnataral  for  a  man  knowin^y  and  voluntarily  to  make 
himself  onbaH>y  i  or  if  he  could  do  it.  how  ^ould  w«  be  the  better  than 
if  he  peifuimed  the  same  services  without  being  .unhtqtpy  ?  Could  we 
model  the  dispositions  of  persons  about  us  with  a  wish,  what  could  we  wish 
more  for  our  advantage  than  that  they  should  esteem  our  interests  their 
own,  and  take  a  re^  pleaaqre  in  undergoing  the  severest  trials  for  our 
sakes  i  Mtaxnu  is  there  moat  merited  where  it  can  be  most  usefully 
placed  ;  tileMfore,  tho6e  arduous  emcises  of  virtue  are  most  laudable  and 
meritonDua,  .which  arc  |ierformed  most  cheerfully,  becaoee  they  will  be 
done  most  effectnally  i  fen*  a  man  can  never  go  tiux>ug:h  his  work  well,  bo 
long  ae  it  is  irkaome  to  hiu. 

It  would  be  inpiqne  to  imagine  the  o^ans  of  Jesus  rendered  insensible, 
or  that  he  did  not  feel  the  same  widght  ot  anguish,  disgrace,  and  agony 
of  deqiair,  whek  be  cried  out,  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me  ?  as  any  of  «s  tbonld  have  done  in  the  like  situatioo ;  bat  that  weight 
was  overbala&ced  by  the  contemplation  of  his  own  mterest  being  involved 
in  that  of  t^  cmition,  and  1^  tbe  jay  of  opening  a  paeeage,  whereby  all 
' '  i  might  arrive  at  the  like  tranquillity  of  mind  under  the  severest 


10.  This  brings  me  to  inqiure,  in  what  manner  the  Bufferings  of  the 
Redeemer  operated  to  our  benefit :  and  I  apprehend  it  to  have  been,  not 
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bj  taking  off  any  service  we  were  destined  to  perform  for  the  uniTeree,  for 
this  woidd  be  sacrificing  the  general  iDterest  to  the  advantage  of  a  few : 
nor  by  working  &  change  in  the  conetitutioa  of  human  nature,  for  this 
would  look  like  something  of  a  charm  and  magic ;  nor  yet  by  turning  the 
pnrposes  of  God  from  resentment  into  mercy,  for  this  would  be  torepre- 
«ent  bim  liable  to  passion  and  mntability :  but  by  setting  an  example  which 
might  lead  us  into  the  method  of  performing  Uie  hardest  of  onr  serrioes 
with  the  same  tranquillity  and  satisfaction  of  mind  that  he  did. 

We  know  the  force  of  sympathy,  and  how  much  example  is  more  preva-  . 
lent  than  precept :  a  coward  may  bee  dangers  and  despise  wonnda  in  com- 
pany of  the  brave,  that  had  made  him  shudder  in  the  apprehension,  while 
alone.  We  know  what  incredible  tortures  the  first  disciples  were  enabled 
to  endure  by  continual  contemplation  of  their  Master's  examfde,  and  their 
assiduity  in  those  devotions  and  institutions,  which  contributed  to  fix  such 
contemplation  more  strongly  upon  their  minds.  It  is  likely  Eve  would 
have  resisted  the  temptation,  had  there  been  another  wonum  to  have  rejected 
the  apple  with  scorn  in  her  presence.  Plato  tells  us.  Virtue  is  so  beantiftil 
that  if  we  could  once  see  her  nnveiled,  we  should  be  so  enamoured  of  her 
charms,  as  to  despise  all  things  else  in  comparison  with  her :  ao  there 
wanted  only  one  perfect  Wise  man,  in  whose  actions  she  might  stand  visible 
to  view,  to  bring  all  others  into  admiration  of  Wisdom,  by  allowing  its 
efficacy  to  turn  pain  into  ease,  andrenderthe  sold  proof  against  aJl  evUand 
unhappiness. ' 

'Dierefbre  wc  are  not  to  imagine  onr  ransom  so  folly  paid  as  that  there 
is  nothing  left  for  us  to  pay  ;  we  are  captives  still,  but  have  the  key  put 
into  our  hands  that  will  unlock  the  padlodis  of  our  chains,  so  we  must 
use  the  key  to  effect  our  deliverance  ;  nor  has  Christ  so  saved  ns,  but  that 
we  must  still  work  ont  our  own  salvation,  in  such  fear  and  trembling  as  is 
consistent  with  a  confidence  of  success.  Tlie  lawyers  make  a  distinction 
between  an  obligation  tendered  void,  or  only  voidable  :  both  which  in  com* 
mon  acceptation  are  reckoned  much  the  same,  but  I  conceive  it  very  mate- 
rial to  preserve  in  mind  the  like  distinction  here,  though  we  need  not 
always  express  it  in  our  discourseB,  nor  do  I  apprehend  it  heterodox  to  say, 
that  we  are  not  yet  actually  redeemed,  but  only  made  redeemable.  The 
hand-writing  against  us  is  not  blotted  out,  yet  it  may  wdl  he  termed  so, 
because  we  have  a  sponge  given  us  to  wipe  it  away  ourselves.  The  debt  is 
not  discharged,  but  a  die  is  out  for  us  by  which  we  may  stamp  the  current 
coin  wherewith  to  discharge  it  fully,  llie  imitation  then  of  our  grand 
exemplar  is  the  one  thing  needful  for  our  deliverance,  which  must  be  worked 
oat  by  stamping  upon  our  minds  that  character  of  moral  wisdom  which 
secured  him  continually  against  the  approach  of  evil  and  misery :  and  until 
we  can  compass  that,  onr  redemption  remains  incomplete. 

1 1 .  From  hence  we  may  see  the  imputation  of  righteousneas,  the  media- 
tion and  intercession  for  sinners  still  continuing  such,  are  only  figurative 
expressions,  to  denote  that  we  derive  our  righteonsnesa  from  Christ,  and 
are  enabled,  by  the  medium  of  his  example  and  aids,  to  fiilfil  the  laws  of 
nature,  which  were  impracticable  by  us  before.  Yet  still  the  righteoasneM 
must  be  octnally  derived  to  ourselves  and  become  our  own,  before  it 
can  be  imputed  to  ns  :  and  though  he  has  rendered  the  way  passable  by 
.  going  before  us,  we  must  travel  it  after  him  with  our  own  feet,  or  shall 
never  arrive  at  our  journey's  end ;  we  may  expect  to  be  helped  forward, 
but  not  cnrried  for  any  the  roost  pressing,  repeated  importunities  whatever. 
'JI.Frrr«ro,  OUT  trust,  our  devotion,  and  our  religious  exereises,  will  not 
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oommnte  for  the  want  of  that  righteoiuneBa  which  is  the  aole  oftntiag  canM 
of  onr  BalvBtdon,  and  vhich  we  may  now  attain  by  derivation  from  him : 
nor  are  they  of  any  other  avail  thm  for  the  effect  they  may  have  tipon  onr- 
Klves  towards  generating  in  ua  the  like  moral  wisdom,  as  exemplified  by 
oar  leader,  in  the  ready  resistance  of  pleasure,  desire,  and  temptation,  and 
nnrelnctaut  endurance  of  the  severest  trials. 

The  sum  of  oax  imitation  then,  and  the  sabetance  of  our  duty,  is  the  same 
with  what  was  comprised  by  the  old  philosophers  in  two  words,  BEAR  and 
FORBEAR  :  but  they  conld  only  t^  ns  what  would  make  for  our  good, 
whereas  he  has  set  ne  an  example,  and  prescribed  institutions  and  methods, 
whereby  we  may  learn  to  bear  and  forbear  with  content  and  satiafactioQ  to 
onraelTes.  For  he  proclaims  to  us.  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  ^ve  yon  rest ;  for  my  yoke  is  ea^  and  my  burden  light ; 
he  has  made  it  so,  not  by  taking  off  the  weight,  but  by  inuring  oar  ahoul- 
deia  to  bear  it  without  galling.  Thus  Christianity  makes  no  alteration  in 
the  ultimate  end  of  action,  each  man's  own  tu^jMneas  remains  still  his 
proper  aim. 

Bnt  there  are  two  roads  to  ha[q>iness,  gratification,  pleasore,  ease,  or 
whatever  else  yottwiU  call  it;  one  by  procuring  the  objects  of  desire,  flie  other 
by  bringing  ^sire  to  the  objects  at  band,  or  whii^  conduce  most  largely 
to  onr  fntare  advantage.  The  former  we  are  ready  enough  to  pursue  of 
onr  own  accord :  the  tatter  our  redeemer  has  made  passable  for  us,  and  taught 
us  to  walk  in.  Therefore,  happinesa,  enjoyment,  and  ease  of  heart,  being 
still  our  proper  point  of  pursuit,  it  is  a  spurious  piety,  a  preposterous  per- 
version of  his  doctrine,  to  teach  men  that  they  merit  heaven  by  voluntary 
austerities,  flelf-deniale,  mortifications,  and  afflicting  themselves  :  for  these 
things  are  abhorrent  to  nature,  of  no  intrinsic  worth  or  obligation,  nor  of 
any  value  unless  when  necessary  to  worit  out  some  greater  advantage,  either 
diacenied  fay  ourselses,  or  evidenced  to  us  by  rules  received  from  those  who 
know  better.  We  are  enjoined  indeed  to  deny  ourselves,  to  subdue  our 
passions,  to  mortify  the  flesh,  to  undei^  toils  and  labours ;  but  then  it  is 
in  order  to  prevent  their  being  troublesome  to  ns,  and  proving  a  hindrance 
in  the  prosecution  of  onr  truest  interests,  and  to  inure  us  graduaUy  by  prac- 
tice to  a  firmness  of  mind  we  cannot  assume  at  once :  yet  the  sooner  we 
can  attain  it,  with  the  less  r^ret  and  trouble  to  ourselves  we  can  enter 
upon  the  progress,  the  better  it  is,  and  the  more  acceptable. 

Thus  in  the  very  exercise  of  self-denial,  we  are  striving  for  our  future 
enjoyment,  and  may  laudably  strive  for  our  present  ease  and  satiafoction  in 
the  manner  of  supporting  it.  We  are  commanded  to  take  up  our  cross  and 
follow  oar  leader,  we  are  not  commanded  to  make  crosses  for  ourselves,  but 
take  them  willingly  when  cast  in  our  way  by  the  courses  of  Providence,  for 
so  did  our  leader :  he  did  not  make  bis  own  cross,  nor  gratuitously  cause 
himself  to  be  nailed  to  it ;  he  came  eating  and  drinking,  conversed  with  a 
cheerful  serenity  among  publicans  and  sinners,  assisted  to  promote  the  inno- 
cent mirdi  of  a  wedding,  practised  no  self-imposed  austerities,  penances, 
and  abstinences;  for  when  he  went  up  into  the  wilderness,  he  went  not  up 
by  choice,  but  was  led  of  the  Spirit ;  that  is.  by  some  secret  intimation  of 
its  expedience ;  while  allowable  he  avoided  the  persecution  of  the  Jews,  and 
at  last  prayed  that  the  cap  migbt  pass  from  him,  bnt  concluding,  Never- 
-thelees,  not  my  Will  be  done,  but  thine,  O  Father.  ThoB,  if  we  will  follow 
bim,  obedience  to  the  dispensations  of  Providence  is  our  road,  we  must  not 
pretend  to  voluntary  services  nor  meritorious  performances ;  we  are  to  do 
the  Will  of  the  Father,  not  our  own  Will,  nor  may  choose  for  ourselves 
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even  in  the  most*  anhioia  and  peritotu  undertakings  ;  any  luAre  thaa  a  sol- 
dier qaaitered  in  die  Capital,  in  euc,  security,  and  plenty,  may  desert  his 
coloon  to  join  8  corps  goin^  abroad  upon  a  dangerooa  expedition. 

But  onr  Father  is  not  a  eerere,  «md  ta^-master,  but  a  gracioas,  indul- 
gent parent :  he  has  dowered  down  bis  blessings  of  all  kinds  in  abandaace 
upon  earth,  on  purpose  that  we  should  enjoy  them  with  tfaankfulness,  and 
spread  and  improve  them  among  our  fellow-creatures,  where  it  can  be  done 
innocently  witbont  Aiture  detriment.  He  beet  knows  what  abstinences  and 
hard  trials  to  cbH  os  to,  and  when  such  services  will  be  real  terricea  to  hie 
creation  :  it  is  our  business  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  opon  the  rules  of  duty 
and  expedience,  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  obey  the  call,  and  to  take 
up  whatever  cross  is  tbrown  before  us,  looking  up  to  the  pattern  that  is  set 
before  us,  and  trusting  for  the  promiaed  essiitance  of  the  Comforter,  if 
necessary,  for  eflectuating  our  endeavonrs  to  bear  it  withoot  galling ;  still 
searching  about  for  any  lawful  means  of  avoiding  it,  but  ccocluding  with 
a  sincere  and  willing  reaignatioD,  Nevothdess,  not  oar  Will  be  done,  bat 
thine,  O  Father. 

And  I  apprehend  this  may  aerve  as  a  clue  for  nnderatanding  many  texts 
of  Scripture  which  seem  hani  of  digestion ;  mu^  aa  adhng  idl  onr  goods  to 
give  to  the  poor,  turning  the  left  dieek  to  him  that  has  smitten  the  right, 
hating  father  and  mother,  wife  and  children,  and  the  like,  which  are  not  to  be 
taken  for  roles  of  condnct  for  us  to  practise,  but  directiona  what  temper  and 
firmness  of  mind  we  are  to  put  on,  enabling  us  to  perform  things  the  moat  re- 
luctant to  human  natore,  whenever  the  Will  of  the  father,  manifested  by 
particolar  ntnafion  of  circumstance,  that  is,  whenever  necessity  or  duty  bhaU 
80  require. 

12.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  thought  too  rigorous  in  describing  the  righteous- 
ness which  is  to  be  the  sole  operating  cause  of  onr  salvatiMi ;  sni^  perfect 
ungrudging  resistance  both  of  pleasure  and  p^,  as  above  supposed  to  con- 
stitute it,  being  impracticable :  but  if  we  we^  the  matter  impartially  with- 
out Buftring  onr  sdf-fondneaa  to  cast  ita  weight  of  prejadice  into  the  scale, 
we  shall  find  nothing  less  can  suffice  eftctnaUy  for  onr  purpose.  Oar  Re- 
deemer requires  it,  for  he  enjoina  us  to  tdce  up  onr  cross  and  follow  bim,  to 
die  unto  the  world,  to  cnidfy  tfae  flesh  with  &t  lusts  thereof.  The  voice  irf 
heathen  philosophy  reqnkes  it,  for  that  declarea  happinesa  reserved  only  for 
the  Wise  man,  who  becomes  such  by  a  total  Apstl^ :  by  which  is  not  to  be 
understood  an  utter  insennbUity,  a  want  of  all  aStetion  or  pr^arence  of  one 
thing  above  another ;  but  an  exemption  frcm  all  paadon  or  pertBrbati<Mi,  a 
fixed  tranquillity  of  mind  not  to  be  thrown  off  the  seat  by  any  allurement, 
or  cross  accident,  or  terror  whatsoever. 

Bat  this  is  a  voice  only,  informing  ua  where^ies  onr  goal,  and  leaving  lu 
to  get  to  it  as  wdl  as  we  can :  whereas  the  Redeemer  leads  on  the  way  by 
his  example,  prescribes  certain  metboda  for  bringing  ^m  into  breath,  and  aa- 


sista  us  by  the  promised  Cuiuiuttvi  to  nvigvrate  our  efibrta :  and  eccle«as- 
tical  history  testiflea  wkat  almoat  iirarediue  acUevementa  have  been  per- 
formed with  these  aids.     Nevertheleas,  with  all  (beae  aids  the  worE  has  not 


yet  been  completely  perfected :  for  atill  Aav  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no 
not  one ;  the  very  beet  hare  tbeir  failinga,  and  the  nioet  obedient  feel  the 
yoke  sometimes  g^ing  to  Uieir  efaoolden :  from  irtieooe  it  seems  to  foUow, 
there  ia  something  tmaining  to  be  done  in  the  other  worid ;  and  the  pro- 
bability of  room  being  kft  there  for  oonqdetiDg  the  work  (rf  Bedemptiwt 
may  be  gathered  from  several  considerationB. 

If  I  do  not  egregiensly  mistake  the  doctrine*  of  onr  Church.  I  may  lay 
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down  that  the  SKorifice  of  CSuist  was  cdered  for  the  wkolis  hmrah  race,  m&- 
ottt  exception  of  times,  places,  or  persooB ;  nerertheleas,  that  do  man  can 
reap  the  benefit  of  it  without  a  particnlar  applicatitm  of  it  to  himself  by  bith 
m  dte  Redeemer.  It  is  not  here  tite  jdaoe  to  exwnnnB  what  we  are  to  ander- 
Bts&d  by  a  saving  Faith :  this  shall  be  reserved  for  the  next  Chapter.  We 
need  only  now  observe,  tiiat  it  must  be  an  act  of  the  'Will,  or  rather  a  fanbit 
acquired  by  our  own  industry  :  so  that  no  one  of  all  the  sons  (^  Adam  will 
miss  his  share  of  the  Redemption  purchased,  unless  by  his  own  hult.  Yet 
what  aitdtitadee  of  Adam's  sons  havepasaedoffthiBeiuthly  stage  in  the  four 
thonsand  years  before  Christ  ^>peared ! 

It  may  be  said  that  they  hs^  the  promise  of  him  that  was  to  come :  but 
how  did  they  anderstand  the  promises?  Iwillnotpretend  to  aay  what  might 
be  the  tbou^ts  of  some  very  few  of  the  most  enlightened,  bat  it  is  welt 
known  the  Jews  in  general  expected  a  temporal  deliverer  ;  and  Uiongh  they 
qrake  of  a  redemption  from  Bin.  they  meant  thereby  a  deliverance  from  the 
distresaee  follen  npon  them  for  their  past  sins,  not  a  rescue  from  the  domi- 
nion of  sin  for  the  future.  The  apostles  themselves  retained  tiie  same  notion 
to  the  last  of  their  Master's  convetnng  among  tiiem  ;  for  when  at  Emaos 
they  related  the  story  of  the  cracifbdon,  they  coududed  with  tiiis  reflection, 
Bnt  we  trusted  it  bad  been  he  that  dwald  have  redeemed  Israel ;  they  were 
BO  far  from  having  a  rig^  Jaith  in  the  Redemption,  that  they  bad  not  aright 
understandingof  the  word,  nor  knew  that  tlie  price  of  Cheir  ransom  was  then 
actually  paid. 

Bnt  allowing  as  hu^y  as  yon  jdease  to  the  chosen  people,  how  small  a 
part  were  they  of  mai^ind  I  the  rest  of  whom  never  h^d  of  the  promises. 
And  unce  the  promulgation  ot  Ohristieiuty,  there  are  many  natioDS  of  Ma- 
hometaas,  heathens,  and  savages,  where  the  aoand  of  it  has  not  been  heard, 
or  becD  lost  again  from  among  than.  Add  to  this  that  in  the  midst  of 
ChristeadoKi^erevewiiItitudeattf  children  who  never  arrive  at  a  capacity 
of  actoalty  ^pdying  tbe  beuefits  of  &e  Redemptian  to  themselvea ;  many 
grown  persons  bred  up  in  ignorance  and  error,  who  never  had  on  opportu- 
nity of  attaining  a  just  notiori  of  it :  and  when  we  reflect  how  grievoo^  our 
Religion  has  been  perverted  and  corropted  by  some  of  its  jcost  zealous  vo- 
taries, thtre  may  have  been  men  of  serious  ihonght  and  sober  judgment, 
who,  without  their  own  foalt,  hamng  taken  Ikeir  estiinate  of  it  from  diese 
dii^uiaes,  were  excusable  in  rqeoting  it,  and  stand  in  the  case  of  such  as 
never  heard  of  h.  If  then  CSiristdied  for  aO  men,  ntd  none««i)  Esil  of  re- 
ceiving the  benefits  he  porcbased  iar  tfaem  without  their  own  wiUnl  neg^> 
gence :  all  those  above  mentioned,  who  have  had  no  fair  (^iportunity  of  em* 
Ivaciiig  his  gracious  oder,  must  be  affimted  it  elsewhere. 

And  to  convince  ns  that  it  has  been  afforded  elsewhere,  let  ns  reeoBect 
the  prrocipal  and  most  antheilic  «f  onr  Cieeds,  called  the  Apoatlee,  wherein 
is  an  article,  tint  Jesus  Ouvt,  die  only  Bo*,  onr  Lord,  descended  into  hell. 
What  can  we  nnderstaad  by^de  descmtitfthennitod  Christ  intofaell  or  tbe 
i^ion  of  departed  aoiile,  ualesa  that  be  conthaied  to  act  Ihere  in  bis  9ial 
fiharaoter  iqion  the  human  Bonl  of  Jaos?  But  was  this  agency  coetiMied  far 
nothing  ?  or  whoteviw  eke  he  meant  by  the  descent,  waa  it  nndefor  bo  par- 
pose  i  and  what  other  parpoee  can  be  conceived  more  woitiiy,  than  for 
compkliDg  these  beDcdts  of  ^Ihe  Redemption  wocbed  htn,  iihkik  could  not 
be  conveyed  peiiiBctly  upon  earth. 

Then  if  we  consider  the  finer  and  smaller  otmpovtiM)  of  a  vehicular  or 
spiritual  body,  bearing  a  neiira-  proportioa  to  the  sphere  of  dte  tfnrit's  pre- 
sence than  our  present  gross  bodies  which  we  move  by  long  strings  of  cmn- 
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plicated  eogiaes,  wherein  are  nany  mechanical  motions  interfering  with  our 
voluat&ry,  and  not  to  be  corrected  by  them  without  much  labour  and  prac- 
tice ;  it  will  appear  probable  they  are  moch  more  manageable,  and  that  the 
force  of  example  with  our  endeavonn  to  apply  it,  may  operate  more  atrcngly 
to  work  new  habita ;  especially  if  there  should  be  such  a  sentient  langu^e 
M  suraeated  in  the  Vision,  whereby  the  very  ideas  passing  in  our  Pattern 
might  be  conveyed  more  exactly  and  folly  than  can  be  done  here  through 
anyof  onr  senses. 

This  greater  suppleness  of  the  vebicolar  nature  above  the  gross  corporeal 
may  aocount  for  the  shortness  of  the  Redeemer's  continnance  among  them  ; 
for  ss  much  might  be  done  in  a  day  and  a  half  there  as  required  three  years 
and  a  half  a  ministry  here.  And  as  upon  earth  he  left  his  Apostles  to  transmit 
the  benefits  of  his  life  and  passion  by  their  successors  to  the  latest  posterity ; 
so  by  his  example  in  the  Hades,  he  may  have  led  some  of  the  vehicular  in- 
habitants into  such  perfect  habit  of  endurance  and  forbearance,  as  that  they 
might  serve  for  examples  to  all  others  of  the  human  race,  who  were  disposed 
to  take  the  benefit  of  them. 

13.  No  donbt  this  will  be  counted  a  noyel  doctrine,  but  novelty  alone  is 
no  more  a  sufficient  ground  of  rejecting  than  receiving  a  thing :  the  cause 
must  he  tried  at  the  bar  of  sober  reason  and  sincere  piety,  and  I  leave  it  to 
the  consideration  of  every  man  who  is  not  afraid  to  entertain  a  thooght,  even 
to  the  honour  of  the  Divine  Goodness  and  Equity,  that  was  not  taught  him 
by  his  school-master  ;  whether  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  from  the  arti- 
cle of  an  universal  Redemption,  purchased  for  all  who  do  not  wilfully  refiise 
or  neglect  to  embrace  it,  compared  with  the  experience  of  multitudes  passing 
off  this  worldly  stage  without  any  possibility  of  embracing  it. 

Yet  there  is  a  very  pemicioos  consequence  may  be  drawn  by  some  who 
are  loo  ready  to  torn  everything  into  a  handle  for  indulging  thar  vicioua 
appetites,  which  I  must  be  careful  to  obviate.  We  see  men  wonderfully 
prone  to  procrastination  :  they  put  off  their  repentance  from  day  to  day  tiU 
the  hour  of  death,  and  will  pnt  it  ofi  vhen,  too,  if  taught  to  expect  another 
opportunity  afterwards.  But  they  have  no  just  room  to  infer  Irom  anything 
suggested  above,  that  they  shall  ever  have  another :  the  Scriptures  so  ex- 
pressly declare  our  condition  in  the  next  life  dependent  upon  our  conduct 
here,  that  nothing  but  the  absolute  necessity  of  solving  the  impartiality  of 
our  Maker  and  of  our  Redeemer  could  warrant  us  to  imagine  that  an  op- 
portunity shall  be  given  hereafter  to  such  as  had  none  efibrded  them  here ; 
or  a  further  space  allowed  ourselves  to  nw  the  rest  of  our  race,  which,  with 
onr  utmost  endeavours  and  best  application  of  our  aids,  we  are  not  able  to 
finish  in  the  body.  But  with  respect  to  us  who  have  had  a  part  of  our 
course  marked  out  to  us  upon  earth,  if  we  neglect  to  run  so  much  as  we 
can,  the  necessity  (»ases ;  for  the  divine  Justice  stands  approved  in  having 
once  made  us  the  oSer,  nor  can  we  expect  ever  to  be  admitted  upon  the  lists 
a  second  time  :  therefore  it  still  renudns  true,  that  as  the  tree  ^h  ho  it  lies. 

Children  called  away  before  they  came  to  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil, 
have  never  had  their  tree  of  choice  and  judgment  grow  at  all :  so  it  cannot 
yet  have  fallen  anywhere.  Heathens,  savages,  persons  brought  up  from 
their  infancy  in  ignorance,  wickedness,  delusion,  and  error,  or  who  have 
had  our  Religion  presented  to  them  under  such  disguises  as  made  it  appesr 
hideous  to  common  sense  and  honest  reason,  have  yet  had  some  sporits  of 
conscience  twinkling  in  their  breasts :  artd  accordmg  as  they  improved  by 
diese,  thdr  tree  lies  in  a  dispOHtion  to  he  transplanted  into  another  soil, 
where  they  may  cultivate  it  to  the  bearing  of  salutary  fruits.     But  the  tree 
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that  with  the  benefit  of  air,  aumhioe,  and  wateriDg,  sdll  continues  barren, 
must  have  contracted  a  caaker  by  ill  management ;  and  can  never  flourish 
again  transplanted  into  any  soil,  bat  is  fit  for  nothing  else  than  to  be  cut 
down  and  cast  into  the  fire. 

As  there  is  a  constant  commnnicatdon  of  action  between  the  grosser  and 
finer  parts  of  our  composition,  it  is  not  improbable,  even  upon  the  contem- 
plation of  human  nature,  that  vice  may  work  such  a  foulness  into  the  spiritual 
body,  as  will  destroy  that  sappleness  and  pliancy  to  the  command  of  the 
purely  spiritual  part  wherran  its  health  consists,  and  thereby  render  it  in- 
capable of  receiving  benefit  from  any  examples  or  aids  whatever  which  may 
be  afforded. 

14.  Thus  there  is  good  room  for  Christian  diarity  to  hope,  that  although 
none  can  be  saved  unless  through  Christ,  yet  many  may  be  saved  who, 
during  their  abode  upon  earth,  never  were  in  him :  for  he  may  have  other 
sheep  which  are  not  yet  brought  into  the  fold,  some  to  whom  it  baa  never 
yet  been  opened,  and  other  stragglers  because  they  have  never  heard  or 
never  understood  the  call.  And  3»e  same  charity  will  extend  the  pale  of 
salvation  to  take  in  all  the  various  sects  of  Christians :  for  oar  judgments 
depend  upon  our  natural  tempenunent,  our  education,  the  company  we  have 
conversed  amongst,  the  examples  we  have  seen,  and  the  manner  wherein 
subjects  have  been  proposed  to  us ;  therefore  different  persons,  of  the  most 
unbiassed  sincerity  and  honest  industry,  will  judge  variously  upon  the  same 
points ;  but  if  tbey  carefully  lire  up  to  the  b^t  lights  afforded  them  by  the 
dispensations  of  Providence,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  they  cannot  be 
raijced  under  the  class  of  those  who  wilfully  neglect  to  embrace  the  Redemp- 
tion offered.  Nevertheless,  we  are  not  to  imagine  it  an  indifferent  thing 
what  sect  or  what  religion  we  list  ourselves  into :  for  how  much  soever 
men  may  be  saved  in  all,  there  is  but  one  only  religion  and  sect  for  each  par- 
ticular man  wherein  he  can  walk  securely. 

And  this  may  serve  to  expound  the  doctrine  of  the  strait  gate  :  for  strait 
is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the  way  by  which  each  particular  roan  may  pass 
into  life ;  if  be  deviates  into  the  broad  road  among  the  multitudes,  he  will 
find  his  journey  end  in  destruction  ;  nevertheless,  those  multitudes  may  have 
their  several  narrow  paths  and  tiieir  wickets  through  which,  if  they  per- 
severe  in  their  way,  they  may  find  entrance  though  he  could  not.  For  we 
must  understand  everythiDg  in  Scripture  with  a  reference  to  our  use  and 
our  conduct,  not  to  empty  speculation. 

The  question.  Are  there  many  that  ahall  be  saved,  was  probably  a  matter 
of  mere  curiosity,  but  the  answer  turned  it  to  a  more  important  purpose  : 
which  we  can  least  of  all  imagine  to  be  for  nonrishing  our  spiritual  pride, 
and  justifymg  our  ill  nature  in  exulting  at  the  damnation  of  multitudes ;  we 
ought  raUier  to  take  it  as  an  alarm  to  our  carelessness  and  spur  to  our  in- 
dotence.  Strive  to  enter  at  the  strait  gate,  for  strait  are  the  gates,  and 
narrow  are  the  ways  leading  into  life,  and  few  there  be  who  find  that  by 
which  alone  you  can  pass.  There  is  a  certain  rule  of  rectitude  for  each  man 
suited  to  few  others  besides  himself,  which  at  his  utmost  peril  he  roust 
employ  all  his  circumspection  to  discern,  and  aU  his  diligence  to  pursue. 

And  we  may  observe  the  like  maxim  holds  good  with  respect  to  our  suc- 
cess in  this  world  :  multitudes  arrive  at  a  competence  of  fortune,  ease,  credit, 
and  enjoyment  by  very  various  ways,  but  the  way  that  will  succeed  with 
one  man  will  answer  for  few  others.  The  same  labours  of  hand  or  brain, 
hardships  and  dangers,  would  be  faulty  in  one,  which  are  necessary  duties 
and  commendations  to  another  ^  nor  is  it  always  easy  for  each  to  hit  upon 
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hu  ri^t  mediod,  and  succeed  in  it,  witliout  carefnl  fbrettiougtit  and  vm- 
tinnol  applicatJon.  For  providenoe  haa  so  interwoven  the  intenste  of  nwn- 
kind  by  the  dietritratioD  of  talents  and  opportunities  among'  them,  that  each 
has  a  particnlBr  part  to  act,  by  the  due  perionnance  of  which  he  may  moat 
eficctnalty  serve  himself,  and  his  fellow-crestares. 

15.  Nor  does  there  want  probability  of  the  like  intertextorc  of  intct^te 
between  this  world  and  the  next ;  and  that  oor  employments  on  this  present 
stage,  if  rightly  pnrsned,  are  preparatory  to  the  rest  t^  our  jonrney  thrangh 
matter,  fitting  ns  for  the  peculiar  fanction«  we  shaU"  have  to  perform  in  the 
commmiion  of  lainta.  This  aeems  evidenoed  by  the  very  various  allotmeats 
made  among  ns  here :  some  are  but  joat  bom  and  die ;  some  are  bred  up  in 
ignorance,  error,  and  profligateness ;  some  have  little  more  undentanding 
or  capacity  of  looking  up  to  their  Maker  than  the  brutes ;  and  otbera  have 
been  raised  to  extraordinary  heights  of  knowledge  and  piety  Uiat  could 
scarce  be  credited  in  human  nature. 

Tlierefore,  though  the  promulgation  of  Christianity  upon  earth  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  human  race  in  general,  yet  we  must  condude  from  the  limi> 
tatioa  set  to  it  by  nature  and  Providence,  that  it  was  not  neceseaiy  for 
every  individual ;  the  interests  of  the  whole  bong  so  connected,  that  the 
Uessings  imparted  to  a  few  would  redound  to  the  benefit  of  many.  For 
our  gracious  and  righteous  Father  cannot  be  aupposed  so  very  unequally 
partial  in  his  most  neceaaary  gifts,  as  his  diqiensations  among  ns  here  make 
him  appear  to  have  been :  but  the  elect  were  chosen,  not  so  much  for  thai 
own  eakes,  as  for  channels  of  conveyance  by  whidi  the  waters  of  life  might 
be  diffused  antong  their  fellow>creaturea  both  in  this  world  and  the  not. 
Hence  we  are  all  to  consider  ourselves  as  public  persons,  our  t^ents  being 
distributed  among  us  with  a  further  view  beyond  the  uses  we  can  make  of 
than  here,  and  our  very  virtues  given  us  for  the  benefit  of  oHiers  jointly 
with  our  own :  as  we  have  likewise  am  interest  in  theirs,  how  little  aoever 
we  may  stand  concerned  with  them  at  present. 

Hiis  confirms  what  I  have  laid  down  a  little  before,  that  obedience  to 
the  call  of  Heaven  manifested  by  tbe  talents  and  situation  assigned  ns,  is 
oar  proper  role  of  conduct :  we  are  not  to  aspire  at  extraordinary  achieve- 
ments nor  degrees  of  sanctity  above  our  forces,  for  we  are  instruments  em- 
ployed in  the  public  servioa,  and  God  knows  what  service  is  wanted  of  us, 
what  abilitieB  and  graces  are  needful  to  perform  it.  He  was  able  of  the 
veriest  stones  to  have  raised  up  children  unto  Abraham ;  it  were  a  small 
thing  with  him  to  have  inspired  into  us  the  zeal  of  Apostles,  or  the  intelli' 
gence  and  seraphic  piety  of  Angela ;  be  might  have  done  it  with  a  word,  as 
when  he  said.  Let  there  be  light :  be  sure  he  has  given  us  the  endowments 
requisite  for  Ibe  part  we  have  to  execute  in  his  nnm«i>as  family  of  human 


Tber^ore  we  need  not  despond  or  rounnur  if  we  cannot  rise  to  those 
fervours  of  Faith  and  greatness  of  Works  whereof  we  have  seen  or  beard 
examples :  for  there  is  a  doty  of  content,  even  with  respect  to  rigfateons- 
nesB,  not  indeed  bounded  by  so  many  limits  as  in  other  Uiings.  There  may 
be  cases  wherran  it  would  be  faulty  to  inoreue  our  ridtes  or  ooi  reputatitm 
tboagh  we  could,  hut  here  the  Umitatiaa  ought  only  to  be  set  by  our  i>owcrs : 
let  ns  then  rather  rejoice  than  repine  at  them,  how  small  soever  they  be, 
and  be  careful  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  improving  them ;  fcH"  small  as  they 
we,  we  shall  find  them  one  day  turn  to  more  important  advantages  than 
we  can  now  be  aware  of. 

We  may  regard  this  life  as  a  school  to  fit  U6  for  tbe  eDi[Joymente  wc  are 
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to  follow  in  the  world  ;  some  go  tiiroiigh  the  whtJe  school,  from  thence  are 
forwarded  to  the  univerMty,  and  ptit  upon  diderent  lines  of  learning :  some 
are  called  off  in  the  midway,  and  others  never  pnt  to  school  at  iJl :  the 
parents  are  the  proper  judges  whether  any  and  what  preparation  is  neces- 
sary for  the  life  to  be  engaged  in  afterwards :  bat  the  lad  who  neglects  the 
moments  of  learning  judged  requisite  for  him,  can  never  regain  them  af- 
tervrards,  but  must  prove  a  worthless  and  miserable  man.  So  oar  lengths 
and  conrses  of  life  are  wisely  allotted  as  by  our  heavenly  Father,  no  doubt 
with  a  view  to  future  uses :  so  that  he  who  has  tittle  has  no  laclc,  and  he 
who  has  mnch  has  nothing  over.  We  are  not  to  hanker  after  the  works 
assigned  to  others  because  we  may  fimcy  them  more  meritorioas,  but  make 
the  best  improvements  we  can  d  our  own  time  and  tasks :  for  if  we  neglect 
Onr  rudioients,  wc  shall  go  out  into  the  great  world  of  spiritual  bodies  unfit 
for  any  further  improvement  in  the  proEessions  we  are  destined  to,  oseleaa 
to  the  eomnumity,  and  vrretched  in  ouraClvea. 

16,  Therefore  as  boys  are  not  sent  to  school  for  sake  of  the  plays  and 
diveraions  thej  find  there,  although  allowed  as  many  as  consist  with  their 
learning ;  so  we  are  }daced  in  this  adiool  of  life,  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
enjoyments  abounding  here,  but  to  qualify  us  for  a  much  longer  life  capable 
of  tai  greater  enjoyments  and  miseries :  and  we  may  be  sure  the  line  of 
teaming  marked  out  for  us  by  Providence  here,  is  the  properest  to  suit  us 
&r  the  business  we  shall  have  to  fallow  hereafter.  NeverUieless  our  indul- 
gent Father  has  been  pleaaad  to  make  the  mental  and  bodily  happiness  of 
ourselves  and  onr  fellow-creatures  in  this  world,  the  mark  oif  diraAion  for 
ns  to  aim  at ;  this  then  we  are  to  promote  with  all  our  skill  and  industry, 
being  well  assured  that  in  so  doing  we  shall  do  our  beet  towards  promcA- 
iog  the  interests  of  both  in  the  next. 

He  has  likewise  hung  out  many  enjoyments  within  onr  reoch :  those  then 
we  may  tbankfiilly  gather,  and  even  contrive  for  their  procurement ;  using 
the  good  things  of  this  world  as  possessions,  not  enslaved  by  them  as  ac- 
tives ;  laying  onr  measures  carefully  for  the  morrow,  but  taking  no  thought 
for  what  their  snccess  shall  be  on  the  morrow ;  pleased  with  success  when 
it  comes,  but  not  expecting  it ;  enjo3'ing,  never  indulging  the  gratifications 
of  appetite ;  pursuing  pleasures  because  we  approve  the  pursuit,  not  because 
we  cannot  help  it  oor  live  without  them  ;  submitting  our  will  to  the  Will 
of  Heaven,  but  submitting  desire  to  the  control  of  our  own  will.  But  he 
has  been  pleased  oftentimes  to  make  labour,  trouble,  and  self-denial,  the 
road  to  public  and  {nrivate  happinees :  we  must  therefore  strike  into  the 
rugged  road,  not  because  it  is  rugged,  but  whenever  having  that  tendency 
pointed  out  to  us  by  our  own  obeorotion  or  rales  received  fix>m  more  ex- 
perienced travellers. 

Some  exercises  of  voluntary  self-denial  are  needful  to  harden  onr  shoul- 
ders for  the  burdens  we  may  have  to  bew :  therefore  in  the  choice  of  these 
exercises,  we  are  to  r^ard  our  situation  of  life  and  &e  works  we  shall  pro- 
bably be  called  upon  to  execute ;  for  obedience  ia  our  business,  we  are  to 
do  notlung  arbitrarily,  nor  without  the  proper  call.  And  in  ell  oar  diffiiml- 
ties  it  is  our  duty  and  our  praise  so  far  to  consult  present  pleasure,  as  it  can 
be  attained  by  going  through  them  with  cheerfolness  and  alacrity :  there- 
fore we  are  voluntarily  to  engage  in  those  whereof  there  is  a  probability  we 
may  learn  to  support  them  with  alacrity,  avoiding  such  as  our  constitution 
or  natural  temper  of  minds.- renders  us  unaUe  ever  to  go  through  vrithout 
galliog,  for  these  we  are  not  called  to ;  yet  making  daily  some  inqirore- 
ment  towards  turning  things  irksome  into  matters  of  indifference. 
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If  troubleB  bU  upon  us  or  our  deareit  trisadt,  greater  d)>n  we  can  nl 
bear  withont  being  hurt,  they  are  ezerciwB  imposed  upon  ns  by  onr  father 
for  our  and  tbeir  benefit :  for  tbere  ie  an  eodurance  of  pain,  vexation,  and 
labour,  acquired  mechanically  by  the  frequent  repetition  of  them.  If  we 
can  hdp  ourselves  to  hasten  the  acqnisition  by  oor  own  efforts  to  patience, 
it  is  so  much  the  better ;  yet  however  acquired,  it  is  au  advantage  gained : 
therefore  we  have  reason  to  kiss  the  nxl,  though  not  to  court  it.  Nor  need 
we  be  terrified  at  the  approach  of  dangers  that  may  be&l  ua,  for  he  will 
with  the  temptation  also  malce  a  way  to  escape :  not  always  by  warding  off 
the  Uow,  but  by  enabling  to  escape  the  evil  of  it  with  a  finmiess  of  mind 
superior  to  the  pressure.  But  whatever  improvement  of  endurance  or  for- 
Ix^iraace  we  can  make  any  way,  is  a  step  towards  onr  adoption  and  incor- 
poration, whereby  we  become  members  of  Christ,  children  of  God,  and 
denizens  of  the  kiogdom  ofheaven. 

17.  For  though  it  be  wholesome  and  easy  of  conception  to  the  vulgar, 
it  is  extremely  hard  for  the  man  of  reflection,  to  imagine  heaven  local ; 
that  God  has  a  right  hand  and  a  left,  or  that  there  is  any  one  seat  nearer 
to  him  than  another.  For  God  is  omnipresent,  alike  almighty,  great, 
and  glorious,  in  every  point  of  space :  filling  the  supercelestial  r^ons,  the 
starry  vortices,  the  depths  of  the  sea,  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  the  mansions 
of  the  blessed,  and  habitations  of  the  reprobate.  Therefore  it  is  not  change 
of  place,  but  change  of  condition,  that  transports  the  creature  into  heaven. 
Were  our  foculties  so  purified  and  enlarged  as  Dut  we  might  see  God  as  he 
is,  we  should  instantly  find  ourselves  at  hia  right  hand  without  stirring  from 
onr  seats.  On  the  contrary.  Milton  very  judiciously  describes  Satan 
carrying  hell  about  with  him  wherever  he  wont:  so  we  may  say  that  while 
leading  between  Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  he  was  in  hell  and  they  in  heaven ; 
he  an  outcast  banished  to  an  immeasonble  distance  from  the  presence  of 
God,  they  attendant  Spirits  ministering  before  the  throne  of  glory. 

The  Scripture  abounds  in  figures  and  imagery,  and  blends  than  promis- 
cuously together  in  such  mamier  that  it  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish 
their  sevmd  applications :  of  which  we  have  seen  instauces  in  the  last 
Chapter  with  respect  to  the  Son  of  God,  the  Logos,  and  the  two  natures  of 
ChruU  I^Vom  hence  a  handle  has  been  taken  for  introducing  a  great  deal 
more  of  the  mysterious  and  the  cabalistical  into  our  Religion  than  was 
needftil,  or  than  has  done  it  any  good.  This  inaccuracy  of  style  we  may 
presume  was  properest  for  the  Jews,  as  being  suitable  to  their  gross  taste; 
but  learning  being  now  become  general,  and  the  thoughts  of  our  common 
Christians  having  taken  a  more  rational  turn,  it  seems  eligible  to  keep  our 
ideas  and  our  expressions  as  dear,  as  steady,  and  as  distinct  as  we  can. 

Therefore  in  my  humble  opinion  it  mi^t  have  been  as  well,  if  the  com- 
I^ers  of  our  Litany  had  chosen  some  other  form  of  words  instead  of.  Spare 
thy  people  whom  tiiou  bast  redeemed  with  thy  precious  blood ;  and  after- 
wards by  thine  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  by  thy  cross  and  passion,  by  thy 
precious  death  and  burial.  Good  Lord  deliver  us :  for  our  prayers  here  by 
the  introduction  are  addressed  to  the  holy  Trinity,  the  one  God,  to  whom 
these  expressions  seem  scarce  properly  applicable,  though  they  might  be  to 
Christ.  For  we  are  taught  to  compare  the  union  of  the  two  natures  in 
Christ  with  the  vital  anion  of  soul  and  body  in  ourselves,  which  together 
make  one  man.  Therefore  the  man  may  claim  to  himself  whatever  bdong* 
oither  to  his  soul  or  body,  and  I  may  properly  say.  My  understanding,  my 
memory,  my  blood,  and  my  bones  ;  but  when  we  speak  of  them  sepaiately, 
we  cannot  apply  to  one  what  belongs  to  the  other ;  for  it  would  be  absurd 
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to  talk  of  my  Body's  nnderstandir^,  my  Body's  memory,  my  Sonl'B  blood, 
or  my  SouI'b  bones :  and  thoDgb  I  mast  expect  to  die  before  many  years 
nm  out,  yet  I  tnut  my  soul  will  not  die  when  I  do.  In  like  manner,  it 
aeema  aa  great  a  solecism  in  modern  language  to  say  the  blood,  the  death; 
the  burial  of  God,  notwithstanding  his  gracioua  anion  with  human  nature, 
•a  it  would  be  to  speak  of  the  blood,  the  death,  the  buiial  of  a  soul,  not- 
withstanding ita  vital  union  with  body.  Had  the  phrase  run.  With  the 
precious  blood  of  thy  Christ,  by  the  agony  and  passion,  and  so  forth,  of  thy 
Christ,  it  might  have  contained  as  much  devotion  and  piety,  and  been  lees 
liable  to  the  cavils  of  the  adversary. 

But  it  sometimes  happens  l^t  men  of  great  learning  and  true  pietv, 
bftving  too  mnch  contempt  of  human  reason  and  disregard  of  human  nature, 
repeat  the  words  of  other  good  men  passing  before  them  without  exactly 
weighing  their  purport ;  not  considering  that  an  expresaioD  which  woa 
perfectly  proper  for  one  age  may  be  injudicious  in  another :  nor  saffirieatly 
studying  that  text  which  teaches,  that  the  tetter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit 
mdceth  alive.  So  that  a  man  may  destroy  himself  by  adhering  literally  to 
the  Scripture,  much  more  hy  copying  litemlly  the  eipreaaions  of  ancient 
Fathers,  and  fonner  doctors  of  the  Church. 

Tlie  Gospel  waa  preached  to  the  poor,  but  designed  for  general  use; 
therefore  delivered  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  ways  of  thinking  which 
generally  prevailed  at  that  time.  But  it  is  of  great  importance  to  distin- 
gnieb  between  the  fundamental  doctrines  which  ought  always  to  be  preserved 
inviolate,  and  those  accommodated  to  the  conceptions  and  prejudices  of  the 
vulgar,  with  which  we  may  lawfully  take  the  necessary  libertiee  for  bringing 
them  aoitable  to  the  notiona  cnrrent  among  ua  at  this  day.  For  popular 
ideaa  vary  greatly  in  a  course  of  time,  and  inaensihly  take  a  tincture  from 
tiie  notions  and  discourses  of  the  learned.  He  discoveries  in  astronomy 
and  other  sciences  have  given  as  a  very  different  conception  of  the  ethereal 
i^ons  from  what  waa  entertained  of  old :  and  the  custom  of  examining 
into  particulars,  and  judging  for  ourselves,  have  made  us  more  averse 
against  t^ing  thinga  in  the  gross,  without  being  shown  a  consistency  in 
their  several  parte. 

Hin^ore  it  miglit  be  imprudent  to  press  upon  any  man  the  Atcension  of 
a  human  body,  conaiating  itf  fieah,  blood,  bones,  entrails,  organs  of  sensa- 
tion, engines  oF  digestjon,  and  engines  of  discharge ;  and  a  literal  session  or 
iiriiabitancy  under  that  form  in  a  place  close  by  tha^throne  of  God,  for  these 
things  might  stagger  many  well-disposed  persona,  and  give  large  handle 
for  disputation  to  such  aa  are  ready  to  take  hold  of  it.  Perhaps  it  would 
not  be  heterodox  to  close  the  work  of  the  Redemption  with  the  descent 
into  Hades,  ascribing  the  Resurrection,  together  with  all  that  fallowed 
afta'warda  npon  earth,  to  the  power  ot  the  Father,  not  of  the  Christ.  For 
it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  the  moat  consummate  rectitude  of  Will,  or 
power  of  endurance  and  forbearance,  could  enable  a  hnman  soul  to  re-ani- 
mate ita  body,  to  convey  it  through  the  k«y-bole  when  the  doors  were 
Ant,  and  monnt  up  with  it  into  the  air. 

I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  these  were  nothing  more  tlian  appari- 
tions, for  one  cannot  undCTStand  them  so  without  wresting  the  Scripture 
vidently,  especially  that  appearance  wherein  lliomaa  waa  concerned  ;  but 
though  we  cannot  deny  them  to  be  real  facta,  we  may  very  consistently 
with  Scripture  believe  them  mirsculous  focts,  wherein  God  acted  in  his 
Paternal,  not  bis  Filial  character.     So  that  Christ  was  no  more  the  efficient 
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cauM  of  ilia  reHiirection,  hid  entrance  into  a  cloae  room,  or  bu  Mcannon 
up  into  the  air  in  a  cloud,  than  Moses  was  of  the  rod  tunung  into  a  acrpentr 
of  water  guabing  from  the  rock  upon  a  atn^e  of  bia  wand,  or  of  quaila  or 
manna  showeriDg  down  from  the  air. 

Nor  were  thow  miracles  any  otherwise  efficacioas  towarda  the  Redemp' 
tion,  than  the  other  miraclea  worked  daring  the  minutry  of  Christ  opoa 
earth,  given  for  confirmation  of  Faith  in  ^  b«halden,  not  for  operating 
anything  in  the  conititatian  of  bnman  nature,  or  completing  tita  nnaom 
for  sin.  And  when  that  purpose  was  answered,  that  is,  as  aoon  as  the 
ascending  body  was  out  of  sight,  it  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  aa 
the  bodies  of  other  men  who  are  dead  and  rotten  ;  and  the  human  coal  waa 
returned  back  to  Hades,  or  wherever  other  souls  who  partake,  or  stand  ia 
a  capacity  of  psrtakmg  in  the  like  righteousness,  reside.  . 

lierefore  I  apprehend  it  advisable  to  leave  every  nun  to  form  his  owb 
conception  of  the  session  at  the  right  band  of  God,  the  present  couditioa 
or  employment  of  the  Redeemer,  and  intercession  still  continaed  for  mortal 
men :  which  conception  he  will  form  very  variously,  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  grosaness  or  reSaemenl  of  bis  imagination.  For  any  set  irf  ideu, 
best  soited  to  his  size  of  comprehension  and  usual  trains  of  thinking,  will 
suffice;  provided  they  satisfy  him,  that  everything  neoesteiy  to  be  done 
for  bis  salvation  by  another  has  been  fidly  achieved  :  and  every  aasistanra 
requisite  for  e^ctuating  his  endeavours  in  what  still  remains  to  be  done 
by  himself,  is  obtained,  and  stands  ready  for  bun  upon  his  using  the  me- 
thods of  applying  it  prescribed  in  the  Gospel :  for  this  I  take  to  be  tha 
sole,  material,  and  fandanental  article  of  CImstiao  Faith. 

18.  I  have  now  given  my  idea  of  the  Redemption  and  other  doctrutea 
relative  thereto ;  wherein  to  my  apprehension  they  stand  in  the  Ught  of 
a  credible  and  rational  scheme,  consistent  with  the  knowledge  we  derive 
from  experience  and  observation  apon  human  nature.  If  it  should  appear, 
in  the  same  light  to  others,  it  will  be  but  jost  that  thsy  should  take  it  for 
die  genuine  sense  of  Scripture,  and '  doctrines  of  the  Church :  for  when 
expressions  are  obscure  or  capable  of  various  interpretations,  every  private 
man,  much  more  the  dictates  of  authority,  have  a  right  to  be  undvstood 
in  the  most  lalional  construction.  But  credibility  and  consonance  with 
reason  are  not  of  themselves  alone  sufiicient  proofs  of  a  doctrine  being 
true,  yet  these  were  all  that  fell  properly  tmder  my  cognizance :  for  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  my  province  is  human  reason,  and  I  caimot  pre- 
tend to  find  nny  poaiiive  proofs  of  the  Christian  system  within  its  jvecinots. 

It  has  been  said  by  an  eminent  piliar  of  the  Church,  that  the  light  of 
nature  leads  to  the  necessity  of  a  Bedemptiou,  by  discovering  the  cormp- 
tion  of  the  soul,  depravity  of  the  faculties,  and  perverseness  of  the  will, 
which  drive  us  continually  into  offences  against  the  law  ol  God  written  in 
our  hearts,  and  thereby  render  us  obnoxious  to  divine  Justice  without  hopes 
of  pardiHi  or  being  able  to  satisfy  it,  otherwise  than  by  our  endless  punish- 
ment. But  I  lanst  own  that  my  optica  are  not  dear  enough  to  discern 
these  things  by  the  light  of  natnre.  I  see  plainly  that  man  is  prone  to 
evil,  our  appetites  get  the  mastery  over  our  reason,  nor  do  the  best  of  us 
])ereevere  in  an  unerring  course  of  righteousness,  but  offend  daily  against 
(be  Will  of  God  manifested  to  us  by  the  contemplation  of  his  works ;  and 
T  fear  these  offences  will  draw  on  their  adequate  puniehmeat ;  but  why  the 
punishment  or  the  depravity  must  be  perpetual,  I  do  not  see. 

llierc  are  those  who  tell  us  that  the  party  offended  being  infinite,  the 
offence  and  its  consequences  must  be  so  loo ;  hut  we  do  not  find  the  samt 
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rule  hold  good  in  offeoces  against  cmr  fellow-crerttvres  upon  eartli,  or  tliat 
the  coatinuanee  of  tbe  delinquent's  suffering  should  be  propoitiotied  to  th« 
leng^  of  life  of  (he  part^  injured.  In  setting  fines  for  misdemetinors,  tbe 
Court  meuaree  them  by  the  circnnuitances  of  the  offender ;  nor  will  tiin 
rule  of  law,  salvo  continemcnto  ano,  ever  permit  such  to  be  imposed  ns 
mart  prove  hia  otter  min :  and  if  an  innilt  be  greater  when  offered  to  a 
king  than  to  a  oobbkr,  it  is  because  the  pnblro  are  more  concerned  in  one 
caae  than  the  ottier.  Besides  that,  strictly  apeakhig,  there  is  no  offending 
against  God,  for  we  ara  inc^mble  of  doing  damage  to  him,  and  witbout 
daniagft  and  a  tendencr  thereto  there  is  no  wrong  doing ;  for  an  actk)n 
that  CUB  do  hurt  to  nobody,  nor  leada  into  other  actiona  that  might  be 
hurtful,  tannot  be  evil :  hot  the  damage  is  done  or  endangered  to  tbe  crea- 
tures, aad  God  for  their  sakes  exacts  the  pnnishnient  for  rejiaration,  or  pre- 
vention of  tbe  mischief. 

For  he  is  all  goodneaa  and  mercy,  never  terminating  his  views  upon  evil ; 
aa  I  live,  eaith  the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked, 
but  that  be  ahonld  tnm  from  hia  evil  ways  and  live.  Therefore,  when  he 
puniebea  for  the  evil  ways,  he  does  it  not  in  anger,  bat  in  loving-kindness, 
either  to  the  ddinquent,  or  to  other  ctcatorts  in  whose  intereen  those  of 
the  sufferer  an  invidved,  in  order  to  procnre  some  good  to  both,  greater 
than  the  sufiering  snatained :  but  eudleaa  anii^ng  leaves  no  room  for  good 
to  redound  therefrom.  We  cannot  certainly  teB  in  what  manner  the  suf- 
fieringi  of  one  creature  operate  to  the  benefit  of  another,  but  it  seema  to  be 
by  serving  aa  an  overbalmoe  agninst  the  temptations  urging  to  the  like 
offence  as  drew  th^  va,  and  we  may  be  aare  will  be  adequate  to  that  pur- 
pose :  but  it  does  not  from  thence  appear  necessary,  they  must  be  infinite 
either  iu  wei^t  or  dnration. 

And  for  tbe  depravity  of  our  nature,  acknowledged  to  subject  us  to  the 
actual  wickedness  ne  d^y  conaaU^  we  w«re  made  human  creatures  either 
by  an  immediate  creation  just  befnv  our  birth,  or  by  some  law  of  Provi- 
denoe  introducing  nd  into  these  corporeal  organizations  we  inhabit ;  and 
tbe  same  Power  which  for  wise  awl  grackma  pnrposee  has  placed  ua  here, 
is  able  to  place  us  in  a  more  iavourabde  situation,  where  w«  may  have 
strength  of  will  to  pursue  invariaUy  such  portion  of  ondoratanding  aa  he 
shall  please  to  allot  ns.  Nor  since  nniveTsal  Nature,  with  all  her  courses 
and  miontort  motions,  were  jriautied  out  by  tbe  Almighty,  can  we  deny 
that  this  inqirovement  of  om"  condition  may  be  efiected  by  stated  laws  of 
his  ettaUiidiment ;  neither  that  the  same  laws  may  have  furnished  us  with 
the  natural  forces  to  work  out  that  little  pittance  of  righteousness  it  was 
his  design  we  should  attain  in  this  life,  withoat  die  snpemntural  asnstantc 
of  his  Holy  Spirit;  of  which,  thongh  we  have  many  pretences,  we  have  no 
certain  or  rational  evidences  among  ua,  other  than  what  are  drawn  from 
the  sacred  records. 

'llierefore  I  must  rank  the  Redemption  with  all  belonging  to  it,  the  In- 
caiiMtion,  the  Intercession,  effosiona  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  eternity  and  extre- 
mity of  punishment,  among  those  additions  in  the  republication  of  tbe  law 
of  Nature  which  were  not  contained  in  the  first  edition  ;  aa  being  never 
discoverable  by  human  reason,  nor  could  ever  have  been  known  otherwise 
than  from  Revelation,  and  those  miraculoM  events  that  were  the  testimo- 
nials of  it :  so  I  must  deliv«r  over  my  Catechumen  to  the  divines,  to  \vhose 
province  it  belongs  to  lay  before  him  the  positive  proofi!  of  a  Revelation' 
having  been  actually  given,  and  of  the  truths  recorded  in  sacred  !lorv  -. 
o2 
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having  tint  prepared  him  for  their  reception,  by  shoving  their  credibilily, 
and  that  they  may  be  undentood  in  a  aenw  which  caraes  no  repngnanoe 
to  human  reason. 

I  would  desire  him  to  consider  farther,  whether  npon  the  forcing  re- 
preeentatioa  it  does  not  appear,  that  ChristiaDity  contains  all  that  rectitude 
of  sentiment  and  conduct,  which  it  is  the  nse  and  aim  of  the  best  Philo- 
sophy to  lead  mtn  into;  and  then  let  him  reflect,  whetba:  he  can  find 
ezamplea  in  history  of  any  system  of  Philosophy  having  answered  its  end 
so  -e^ctaally  among  mankind :  from  whence  he  may  diseera  it  to  be  a 
benefidal  tlung,  even  before  he  sees  it  proved  a  true  one.  Some  few  aagea 
af  onconuDoa  capacity  and  unintemipted  letanre,  have  run  extraordinary 
lengths  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  spread  them  among  their  followers 
of  the  like  contemplative  torn ;  but  who  of  them  ever  framed  a  ^vtem  at 
gener«l  or  natjonal  nse,  which  could  roose  the  thoughtless,  warm  the 
phlegmatic,  restrain  the  impetuous,  discipline  the  nnruly,  bring  the  vulgar, 
the  simple,  the  giddy,  and  the  busy,  to  think  of  the  things  above,  to  wok 
for  an  inheritance  in  a  better  country,  aitd  make  preparation  for  the  future 
health  and  vigour  of  their  spiritual  body  ? 

As  to  us  who  were  bora  in  a  Christian  country,  and  had  our  educatMw 
formed  upon  that  plan,  if  we  bncy  ourselves  able  to  do  everything  by  onr 
own  sUll  and  prowess,  stilt  it  would  become  us  to  reflect  from  what  sources 
this  sufficiency  was  derived.  Were  Christianity  to  be  universally  discre* 
dited  and  exploded,  perhaps  my  own  morality  and  tenor  of  conduct  would 
remain  the  same  it  is :  but  had  that  been  exploded  before  I  was  bom,  I  am 
far  from  thinking  I  should  ever  have  attained  the  litUe  judgment  and  philo- 
sophy for  which  1  now  am  thankful.  For  that -importance  of  right  (pinion 
and  practice,  inculcated  into  me  by  the  nurse  and  the  priest,  first  made  me  a 
Seansh.  and  put  me  npon  exerting  my  faculties  with  caution  and  industry 
in  the  discovery  of  some  things  they  could  not  twdk  me. 

Therefore,  to  use  a  homely  saying,  we  have  reason  to  speak  well  of  the 
bridge  we  have  gone  over  :  and  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  selfishness,  if 
becMiee  we  think  ourselves  safely  landed  upon  firm  ground,  we  should  c«r»> 
lessly  suffer  the  bridge  to  be  broken  down  in  prejudice  nt  other  passengers, 
who  may  be  as  Uttle  able  as  ourselves  to  stem  tlM  torTcnt  of  youthful  pas- 
sions and  Suhionable  follies,  or  wade  through  the  mud  of  indolence,  with 
tiie  slender  staff  of  unripened  reaam.  Having  examined  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal arches  of  the  bridge  supporting  the  docbinal  part,  I  proceed  next  to 
the  practical,  composed  of  three  principal  compartments  i  for  as  the  whole 
of  moral  philosophy  has  been  usually  divided  into  the  cardinal  Virtues,  so 
all  the  duties  of  the  Gospel  are  comprehended  under  the  theological  Virtaee, 
styled  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity. 


CHAP.    XV. 


FAITH. 

DasciNp,  celestial  Graces,  sacred  Triad,  stead&st  Faith,  all-sorthiag 
Hope,  and  serenity-smiling  Charity.  Your  pMsage  now  lies  easy,  since 
when  the  gates  lift  up  their  heads,  the  everlasting  doors  of  heaven  were 
opened,  and  the  King  of  Glory  came  down  to  succour  lost  mankind.  He 
came  in  three  distinguished  characters  :  the  Father  awakening  our  slothful 
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facultiea,  by  wgns  and  wondera  ;  the  Sod  opening  a  way  to  happineBs,  by 
eettJDg  a  perfect  pattern  of  enduiwice  and  forbearance ;  and  the  Uuly  Ghost 
invigoratiiig  onr  endeamnrs,  by  hia  imperceptible  assistance,  to  copy  the 
great  eiample. 

The  almighty  Agent,  in  this  triple  character,  has  rescued  us  from  the 
thraldom  of  onr  nature,  evidenced  by  Adam's  transgression  ;  he  baa  led  cap- 
tivity captive,  and  given  gifts  to  men;  he  has  subdued  all  our  enemies  under 
OS :  the  last  enemy  subdned  was  Death,  that  king  of  terrors,  whose  grim 
aspect  used  to  embitter  all  the  joys  of  life.  But  now,  0  Death,  where  is 
thy  sting  ?  O  Grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin ; 
but  yon,  angelic  sisters,  brightest  among  the  train  of  the  King  of  Glory, 
when  he  passed  the  everlasting  gates,  choicest  among  the  gifts  he  gave  to 
men,  shall  shield  ns  from  the  point  of  that  iting. 

Yon  bear  the  panoply  of  God,  proof  against  all  assaults :  for  whomso- 
ever yon  shonU  fit  thovwith  completely,  he  need  not  fear  the  approach  of 
moral  evil,  nor  pressme  of  what  natural  evil  Providence  shall  judge  need* 
fal  for  him  to  bear.  It  is  by  your  enlivening  energy  alone,  Uiat  we  can 
become  new  creatures,  tixat  our  afiections  can  be  raised  from  grovelling  in 
the  mire  of  sordid  appetite,  onr  understandings  enlightened  to  discern 
the  things  above,  our  hearts  united  in  perfect  harmony  to  pursue  one  com* 
mon  interest  as  members  of  the  same  body,  our  views  njarged  to  regard 
otnvelvee  as  citizens  of  the  universe,  our  mortal  made  to  put  on  immorta- 
lity, and  our  day-built  tabernacles  niblimed  into  fit  tabernacles  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  wherein  we  have  promise  that  the  Father  and  the  Redeemer  wiU 
come  unto  ns,  and  make  their  abode  with  us. 

Draw  near,  ethereal  Vtrtoee,  shed  yoar  beniga  influence  upon  me,  purge 
my  mental  eye,  dispel  the  mists  of  prejudice  and  erroT ;  that  I  may  behtdd 
distinctly  your  shapes  and  fetfores,  and  faithfully  describe  them  to  snch  as 
will  lend  an  attentive  ear.  Nor  disdain  to  iq)proach  for  that  I  have  brought 
a  train  of  earth-born  goddesses  to  receive  yoa,  natives  of  philosophic  land, 
daughters  of  b»auui  Reason :  for  be  too  claims  his  descent  from  heaven, 
and  bears  the  candle  of  the  Lord,  in  testimony  of  his  divine  origin^  His 
foirest  daughters  these,  the  Virtues  styled  Cardinal,  heretofore  esteemed 
four,  but  in  my  sesrches  by  the  light  of  nature  appearing  five.  Is  it  pre- 
snmptiMi  that  I  attempt  to  join  heaven  and  earth  in  amicable  concord  ? 
for  both  were  woriis  of  oae  Almighty  power,  both  correspondent  parts  of 
the  same  all-comprehensive  plan. 

Behold  the  celestial  Graces  condescend  to  take  hands  with  those  of 
mortal  growth  I  Behold  how  aptly  they  associate  in  the  mingled  dance  ! 
how  firmly  Prudence  treads  upon  the  solid  gronnd  that  Faith  has 
marked!  Prudence,  whose  fieatures,  divided  among  the  other  sisters. 
make  them  alt  seem  but  her  under  various  forms ;  and  fUth,  on  whose 
strong  shoulders  the  two  other  Graces  lean.  Fortitude  and  Temper- 
ance follow  most  steadily,  where  led  by  sore  and  certain  Hope.  Justice 
never  quits  the  train  of  unreserved  Ctuuity,  and  Benevolence  is  her  very 
likeness,  as  much  as  mortal  production  can  approach  divine. 

But  first,  thee,  I^th,  introductress  of  thy  companions,  thee  first  let  me 
survey  :  thy  strong  knit  mnscles,  capable  of  removing  mountains,  thy 
hardy  constitution,  unhmt  by  toils  and  labours,  unappalled  by  dangers,  nn- 
vanquished  by  the  fiery  trial.  In  thy  mirror  thou  exhibitest  the  perfect 
image  of  tbinga  invisible  to  mortal  ken  ;  with  thy  telescope  thon  bringest 
remotest  objects  near  the  eye.  Thou  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  thou  pie- 
sent  sense  of  distant  joys,  and  earnest  of  happiness  kept  in  store  for  thy 
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followere.  Hioa  tokrat  tiiy  teat  upoD  a  n>ck  -,  the  Klid  Kromd  of  raboMl, 
piety  is  the  ground  thou  loveet  to  walk  upon  ;  honeit  Inqniry  and  wber 
Frdedom  are  the  pioneers  to  plain  the  way  before .  thee ;  experience  and 
cantemplation  of  the  Attributes  the  pavement  whereon  thou  cauat  moat 
securely  tread. 

lliB  airy  fabric  of  ssperatition  and  nnthinking  ceal  vrill  not  aupiMxt  thy 
weight :  there  wandera  there  a  phaatoin,  awkward  miniic  of  thy  poet  and 
likenefiB,  followed  by  a  falladoos  Hope  and  narrow-minded  Cbiwity ;  the 
hollow  figure  bean  the  temblance  of  thy  vigour  and  robust  comfdesioD, 
but  contains  no  nerves  nor  solid  substance.  She  feeds  on  dreams  and  &iry 
tales,  old  legends,  jailing  tricks,  and  such  fantastic  food  :  she  talks  in  an 
imperious  tone  and  confident  air,  but  fails  in  tioM  of  trial :  she  atanda 
ever  at  variance  with  Reason,  whose  piecing  eye  and  potent  grasp  are  her 
greatest  dread ;  so  she  hoodwinks  her  zealots,  that  titey  may  never  meet  his 
glance,  and  terrifies  them  with  menaces,  that  they  maiy  fly  from  bis  sf^NWadi. 

This  the  dlm-ai^hted  Free-thinker  mistakes  for  tibec,  whom  he  charges 
with  her  absurdities  and  follies:  so  he  draws  his  keen-edged  weapon, 
ridicule,  lays  manfully  about  him,  and  thinks  to  make  a  merit  with 
Reason,  by  an  md  that  does  him  no  real  service ;  for  he  is  too  eager  of 
nctory  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe,  or  examine  cahnly  what  it  is  that 
he  attacks. 

But  let  us  proceed  with  better  care  and  circumspectioD,  obaerve  atten- 
tively thy  countenance  and  make,  the  construction  of  thy  frame,  the  texture 
of  thy  joints,  and  ground  thou  standest  upon,  that  we  may  neither  draw 
tbee  disfigured  by  any  foreign  mixtures,  nor  give  them  an  mideserred 
credit  by  behig  introduced  as  parts  of  thy  compontion. 

3.  In  the  current  notion  of  fUth,  it  is  apprehended  to  be  an  assent  of  the 
mind  to  some  propositicHi,  or  a  conviction  of  its  truth :  which  whoever 
adndte  is  deemed  to  have  the  virtue  of  FVuth,  and  whoever  deniee  is  con- 
demned as  an  infidel.  The  zealots  of  all  sorts  understand  it  so,  i^di  makes 
themvalue  themselves  upon  their  orthodoxy.and  think  hardly  of  every  one  who 
does  not  admit  the  distingnlsbing  tenets  of  their  paiticolar  idigion  or  sect. 
The  Free-thinker  nndarstanda  it  so  too,  and  therefore  will  not  allow  com- 
mendation due  to  anybody  for  his  opinions ;  nor  could  we  find  bult  with 
his  iofeence,  if  his  premises  were  riglit.  For  against  the  merit  of  faith,  in 
this  idea  of  it  th«re  lies  a  vary  just  objection,  namely,  that  it  is  no  viitne  at 
all :  for  virtue  must  be  an  act  of  our  own,  the  woric  of  onr  own  industry, 
and  consequence  of  our  volition;  but  assent  is  involuntary,  it  is  an  act  of 
the  undarstandiug,  not  of  the  will,  wherein  the  mind  is  pttr«ly  p«Neive, 
receiving  such  judgments  as  the  objects  exhibited  cast  upon  her.  For  you 
cannot  help  seeing  that  two  and  two  make  four,  nor  eao  you  assent  to  their 
making  five  by  any  power  you  poesess ;  nether  if  yoo  want  ckomesa  of 
thought  to  follow  Euclid  in  all  the  process  of  a  theorem,  can  yon  assent  to 
die  demonstration,  bow  justly  soever  it  be  carried  on. 

Therefore,  if  two  heatiiens  of  equal  ci^iaoity,  but  different  ways  of  think- 
ing, bad  the  same  argnmenta  laid  before  them  proving  Jesus  to  be  the 
Christ ;  should  one  stand  convinced  and  die  other  not,  the  ftxmer  might  be 
the  more  fortnuBte.  but  not  the  more  viitnons  man  upon  that  account. 
This  I  think  can  hardly  be  denied  by  anybody,  sag^osing  both  to  come  with 
the  same  honest  desire  of  leanung  tiie  truth,  to  consider  tiie  evidences  pro- 
duced fairly  and  impaitially,  and  to  have  no  wilful  prejudice  or  passion 
easting  their  weights  into  the  scale.  But  this  is  not  always  the  case :  what 
tbeu  if  our  unconverted  heathen  hiled  of  couviction,  beotuse  he  shut  hii 
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era  aguinst  the  evideacen  proposed,  bo  that  they  could  not  work  tbeir  due 
effect  upon  km  judgment,  was  be  not  blameable  ?  Certainly,  to  a  high  de- 
gree ;  but  his  fault  was  of  another  kind  than  want  of  faith ;  it  was  want  of 
Binocnty,  want  of  a  proper  regard  to  his  reason  and  intereatB :  for  there  are 
varieties  of  faults,  and  a  man  may  be  charged  nnjnstly  with  one,  though  he 
were  really  guilty  of  another.  There  are  eome  able  and  industrioiis  work- 
men, a  little  too  fond  of  liquor  ;  if  one  of  these  intoxicates  himself  bo  as  to 
becoine  incapable  of  finishing  the  day's  work  be  has  to  do,  he  deserves  your 
cenmre  for  intemperance,  but  not  for  idleness ;  for  no  man  can  be  counted 
idle  because  he  omits  to  do  wbat  he  was  not  capable  of  doing.  80  when  a 
man  riints  his  eyes  against  the  truth,  the  blame  lay  in  shutting  his  eyes,  not 
iu  that  he  did  not  see  when  they  were  shut,  for  iiaa  it  waa  impossible  for 
him  to  do  ;  and  the  fault  was  owing  to  a  wrong  turn  of  mind  previous  to 
the  Ituliwe  of  conviction  you  complain  of. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  commendation  belongiiig  to  him  that  was  con- 
vinced, was  due  to  hb  behaviour  preparatory  to  the  conviction,  while  he  was 
yet  aa  mndi  an  infidel  as  his  partner ;  therefore  bis  honest  attention,  which 
is  all  you  have  to  praise  him  for,  could  not  be  deeibed  an  exercise  of  the  vir- 
tue of  Uth,  but  of  some  other  virtue.  And  I  believe  it  may  be  safely  laid 
down  in  general,  that  conviction  of  a  truth  unacknowledged  before  never  is 
itself  an  act  of  virtue,  Uiough  it  may  be  the  reward  and  fruits  of  some  vtrtoe 
the  nan  had  before  conviction.  Hence  it  appears  the  essence  of  faith  does 
not  Gonust  in  assent  to  cartain  truths  proposed,  nor  iu  easiness  of  convic- 
tion, upon  good  and  solid  reasons ;  I  grant  that  where  good  and  solid  rea- 
sons wiU  not  move,  it  indicates  something  vidons  in  the  character ;  but 
then  it  is  a  vice  of  another  species  than  infidelity:  wherefore  we  must  seek 
elsewhere  than  in  conviction  for  the  proper  bottom  whereon  to  place  the 
essence  of  fiutb. 

3.  We  have  taken  notice  upon  several  occasions,  that  man  is  not  entirely 
a  rational,  but  a  seneitivo -rational  animal,  guided  by  understanding  and 
imagination  joiatly;  and  in  Chap.  XII.  XIII.  of  the  first  volume,  have  en- 
deavoured to  ascertain  the  distinction  between  those  two  faculties.  His 
motions  for  the  most  part  are  actuated,  and  his  purposes  executed  by  appetite, 
desire,  moral  sense,  habit,  persuasion,  and  sll  tile  family  of  imagination ; 
the  oSice  of  underatanding  lies  only  in  recommending  the  porposes,  and 
even  in  the  choice  of  them  it  most  proceed  upon  motives  and  principles  sug- 
gested by  the  other  faculty.  Therefore  it  u  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
have  a  well-disciplined  imagination,  habitt»t«d  to  run  iu  the  tracks  that  rea- 
son has  pointed  out :  for  reason  is  a  slow  mover,  not  quick  enough  to  keep 
our  active  powers  in  play,  nor  vigorous  enoi^  to  surmount  any  obstacle, 
until  use  and  ezpertncss  have  made  the  practice  easy. 

Hence  it  is  tlmt  the  dictates  of  reasoo  have  so  linle  efiect  upon  our  con- 
duct, unless  some  appetite  or  desire  can  be  brought  to  co-operate  with  them ; 
and  the  virtues  do  not  receive  their  essence  completely,  until  they  are  grown 
into  appetites.  Let  a  glutton  be  ever  so  well  convinced  of  the  desireblenesa 
of  temperance,  and  resolve  upon  the  practice,  he  will  keep  his  resolution  no 
longer  than  while  be  can  bold-the  good  consequences  of  temperance  in  con- 
templation, and  behold  them  with  more  satisfaction  than  the  present  gretifi- 
ration  <tf  his  vicious  appetite :  in  which  case  it  is  not  temperance  he  6enre», 
but  its  benefits ;  for  the  nltrmate  point  in  view  is  always  to  be  deemed  our 
:notive  of  action,  not  any  intermediate  steps  discerned  necessary  to  attain  it. 
But  all  this  while  he  has  not  (he  virtue  of  temperance,  he  has  only  what  the 
ancienbt  called  the  inchoation  of  virtw,  wherein  she  is  in  her  embryo  state. 
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not  yet  completedy  benelf,  nor  fully  formed.  Whea  by  fre<}iient  cODtempls' 
tion  of  the  coDsequencei,  aaiisfactioii  becomes  tnuBferred  from  the  end  to 
the  meani,  «o  that  deerire  can  hsten  upon  acts  of  temperance  imraediatetj 
oD  being  presented  to  the  thooght,  then  it  is  he  begins  to  have  the  virtue 
of  temperance. 

For  it  ia  of  the  very  eaaence  of  virtue,  that  she  have  force  enough  to  draw 
us  to  the  pursuit  of  her  for  her  own  sake  :  whatever  other  considerations 
first  made  her  amiable,  they  must  be  dropped  out  of  sight,  before  she  can 
arrive  at  her  full  stature ;  for  while  they  remain  in  view,  the  acta  we  perfbnn 
may  be  interest,  may  be  prudence,  or  piety,  or  acts  of  some  other  virtue, 
but  not  eierciaes  of  that  particular  virtne  whereto  they  seem  to  belong. 

But  in  all  appetite  or  desire,  of  which  every  genuine  well- formed  virtue  is 
a  species,  there  is  an  assent  or  persuasion  of  the  mind  that  the  action  sug- 
gested will  prove  satisfactory  in  the  performance ;  and  this  persuasion  rises 
instantly  upon  thought  of  the  acticHi,  without  thought  of  anydung  further 
to  recommend  it:  bo  that  ia  every  desire  there  is  a  persuasion,  not  always 
worked  by  reason,  bat  discerned  intuitively  by  sense  and  apprehensioo,  and 
the  strength  and  efficacy  ofthe  desire  depends  upon  the  d^ree  of  persuasion: 
which  gave  occasion  for  some  to  lay  down,  that  happiness  is  made  by 
opinion.  But  there  are  some  assents,  which  though  not  immediately  rais- 
ing desire,  yet  are  of  necessary  use  to  direct  ns  where  to  place  and  how  to 
attain  it :  for  a  competent  stock  of  useful  knowledge  is  as  requisite  to  our 
wcll-being  as  a  useful  turn  of  inclination  ;  bat  this  knowledge,  to  be  service- 
able, mast  be  so  strongly  imprinted  in  the  imagination  as  to  appear  in  its 
full  colours  upon  inspection,  otherwise  it  will  rest  in  empty  speculation, 
having  no  influence  upon  our  conduct. 

In  Chip.  XIII.  above  referred  to,  I  have  distinguished  between  convic- 
tion and  persuasion  :  the  first  is  worked  by  arguments  evincing  a  truth,  and 
while  we  have  those  arguments  ready  in  mind,  we  may  satisfy  ourselves  of 
the  truth  at  any  time  by  contemplating  them ;  but  the  recollecting  them  is  a 
work  of  some  time  and  reflection,  nor  can  be  performed  always  whenever 
we  may  want  the  truth  for  our  direction.  But  by  frequently  holding  the 
evidences  in  view,  assent  will  at  leiwth  become  trau^rred  from  the  premises 
to  the  conclusion,  as  well  as  desire  mm  the  end  to  the  means :  from  thence- 
forward conviction  grows  into  persuaMOn,  and  the  truth  becomes  a  judg- 
ment of  the  mind  discerned  by  sense  and  apprehension,  not  a  deduction  of 
reason,  and  operates  as  a  principle  of  action.  Thus  both  assent  and  desire 
may,  by  care  and  diligence,  be  brought  to  fix  upon  objects  without  the  in* 
tcrventioQ  of  anything  else  to  connect  them ;  and  as  when  desire  has  been 
thus  habituated  to  prompt  to  laudable  actions  without  view  of  the  profits 
recommending  them,  this  constitutes  the  essence  of  a  virtue;  so  when  assent 
has  been  inured  to  rise  spontaneously  upon  the  idea  of  certain  useful  and  prac- 
tice truths,  though  unaccompanied  by  the  evidences  enforcing  them,  this  bears 
the  same  characteristic,  and  as  welt  merits  the  title  of  a  virtue  as  the  other. 
4.  Persuasions  of  the  imagination  comoumly  accompany  the  convictions 
of  understanding  so  long  as  the  evidences  woriiing  them  can  be  retained  in 
their  full  colours,  but  not  always  :  for  where  there  was  any  prior  persuasion 
contrary  to  them,  it  will  straggle  a  long  while  before  it  will  give  way  to  the 
strongest  conviction.  Hence  comes  the  so  usual  expression,  I  could  scarce 
believe  my  own  eyes,  when  people  see  anything  discordant  from  their  for- 
mer ideas ;  and  we  often  find  a  difficulty  in  persuading  ourselves  of  a  matter, 
after  having  seen  convincing  proofs  that  it  must  be  true.  We  all  now  agree 
thai  the  Sun  stands  btill,  and  (he  Earth  moves  round  him  in  her  annusl  or* 
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bit  i  yet  we  caanst  imagine  the  quiet  bed  we  repoee  on  to  no  htmdredB  of 
miles  in  a  minute.  Ar^nmeats  have  been  produced  to  prove  iirefragably 
that  the  compactest  bodies  upon  earth  contain  more  (^  pore  than  solid 
■ubstance ;  yet  our  ordinary  persnaaionB  concerning  wood,  and  stone,  and 
glass,  and  other  hard  bodies,  represent  them  to  us  as  perfect  solids :  and  the 
very  epithet  iqiphed  to  the  motion  of  light,  which  we  call  an  incredible  ve- 
locity, shows  that  imagination  cannot  always  follow  the  fullest  convicti»D  of 

But  in  many  cases,  those  too  of  no  small  importance,  although  persuasion 
does  accompany  conviction  while  reason  con  hold  np  the  necessary  lights,  it 
will  not  stay  a  moment  after  they  are  withdrawn.  When  retired  to  our  clo- 
sets we  give  fidland  fair  scopetoreflection.ve  can  satisfy  ourselves  of  many 
truths  t^t  would  be  of  excellent  service  to  ns  for  directing  our  conduct ; 
but  when  we  enter  into  action,  at  which  time  their  influence  is  moat  wanted, 
we  find  the  persuasion  of  them  gone ;  not  perhaps  that  they  are  lost  out  at 
our  memory,  but  appear  there  as  specolatiTe  fumes,  without  any  solid  foon- 
dation,  nor  can  we  always  recall  them  again  in  their  ftiU  ctdours,  even  in 
our  hours  of  leisure. 

How  many  people,  thoroughly  GMivioced  ofthere  being  no  realityin  ghosts 
and  apparitions,  yet  cannot  lay  aside  their  fears  in  the  dark  ?  but  fear  im- 
plies a  persuasion  of  something  mischievous  really  at  band.  How  many 
people  carry  away  a  persuasion  from  sermons  or  good  books  which  they  c«n- 
not  retain  in  vigour  to  the  next  day  ?  TuUy  tells  us  that  while  he  had  Sato's 
Dialogues  before  him,  he  was  always  auuredly  persuaded  of  the  immortality 
of  the  soul :  but  when  he  laid  his  book  aside,  doubts  began  to  arise,  and  his 
persuasion  dwindled  away  by  degrees  into  nothing.  We  hear  continually 
from  the  pulpit,  that  though  there  are  few  specidative  atheists  now  in  the 
world,  there  are  multitudes  of  practical  atheists ;  that  is,  persons  who  have 
not  God  in  their  thoughts,  unless  when  you  put  them  in  mind,  for  then  they 
will  readily  and  sincerely  acknowledge  bis  Being,  his  Power,  his  Holiness, 
and  his  Justice.  These  people  do  not  want  ai^nments  to  convince  their  nn> 
derstanding  :  they  want  only  to  have  their  conviction  take  such  strong  hold 
on  their  imaginadon,  as  that  the  impulse  of  sensitive  objects  may  not  loosen 
nor  perpetually  drive  it  out  of  sight.  And  it  is  a  common  complunt  that  men 
do  not  live  up  to  what  they  know  :  we  all  live  up  to  our  persuasions,  but  they 
do  not  always  follow  our  knowledge.  For  our  present  judgments  successively 
shape  every  turn  in  the  windings  of  our  conduct,  but  they  continually  fluc< 
tuate  or  vary  in  form  and  colour ;  nor  can  those  which  were  the  result  of  our 
clearest  knowledge  mdntain  a  steady  seat  in  the  mind,  without  being  dis- 
placed  or  changed  by  others,  thrown  in  me^anically,  troax  external  objects, 
former  habits,  example,  or  company. 

Therefore  faith  is  an  habitual  uninterrupted  persuasion  of  truths  that  have 
been  manifested  such  to  our  understanding :  as  superstition  may  be  defined 
a  retaining  persuasions  after  reason  has  plainly  shown  them  erroneoas. 
Hence  comes  the  distinction  so  frequently  insisted  on  in  Scripture  between 
a  dead  and  a  lively  faith :  the  former  is  but  a  nominal  faith  or  theory,  the 
latter  aloae  a  real  one  and  a  virtue.  For  when  an  important  artide  is  become 
a  judgment  of  the  mind,  appearing  there  as  a  self-evident  buth,  rising  spon- 
taneously, with  a  strong  unreserved  assent,  without  vraiting  for  reflection 
to  evince  it ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  it  will  operate  as  a  practical  principle 
of  action,  and  have  its  weight  in  determiiung  our  miantest  motions;  but 
nothing  that  is  not  practical  can  be  naeful  or  a  viitne,  nor  placed  to  the  cre- 
dit side  of  our  account. 
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5.  But  thoBgh  faith  be  generated  by  conviction,  and  then  not  so  much  hj 
BtTCUgth  of  tbe  evidencM  oontribating  towards  it,  u  by  the  reiterated  con- 
tentplation  of  them  in  our  thongfate,  it  is^ften  produced  by  other  causes.  It 
is  well  known,  the  eontinnal  ciutnings  of  a  sect  or  party  among  whom  a  man 
is  coBstantly  oonvenanti  will  insensibly  draw  him  into  their  notions,  with- 
out  aid  of  any  argument  or  ^i|>]ication  to  his  reason.  For  example  and  sym- 
pathy have  a  snrpnsing  efiwt  upon  the  iraaginatim,  and  evil  commonica- 
tioDB  will  inevitably  corrapt  good  principles,  as  well  as  gcM)d  manners.  Edn- 
catioD,  too,  anthority,  and  custom  funuBh  us  witii  many  of  onr  persnasioiu, 
whicii  we  take  currently  upon  die  oredit  of  others,  who  have  delivered  them 
to  as  with  confidence  as  certain  troths. 

Nor  do  mechanical  canaes  prove  insofficlent  to  afiect  the  state  of  our  opi- 
nious;  atrong  liquors  will  raise  hopes  and  give  a  man  a  confidence  in  hia 
powers,  be  newer  oonld  have  attwied  by  sober  reason  ;  diseases,  those  espe- 
cially of  the  bitioDs  and  phlegmatic  kind,  render  us  nnable  to  entertain  a 
tboi^lit  of  the  best  atteWed  pleastmble  tntths.  I  do  nut  know  whether  I 
•hall  be  oottBted  wlttiMiaal,  but  I  cmnot  hdp  owning,  I  find  in  myself  that 
indigestion,  east  winds,  or  an  air  disposed  to  thnnder,  make  a  considerable 
altertttkn  of  ooloor  in  tie  artidcs  of  my  creed ;  nor  can  I  then  behold  some 
of  the  moat  important  troths  of  Religion,  nor  gronnds  of  trusting  in  the  di- 
vine Providenoe.  nor  duties  ot  humanity  utd  benevolence,  wt£  the  same 
vigour  of  assent  as  at  otber  tines,  vdien  the  machine  is  in  perfect  order. 
For  crudities  in  the  juices  -wH  often  qnendi  the  Spirit  by  chilling  and  stag- 
nating the  Uood ;  and  I  have  experienced  more  than  once  that  a  sip  of 
Daffy's  dixit  in  the  moraing  risii^  has  proved  a  powerful  means  of  Grace, 
di^)dling  doubts  and  despondencies,  restorhig  Faith  to  its  former  strength 
and  brightness.  Henoe  those  weakly  piorat  people  who  disturb  themselves 
for  that  they  cannot  raise  a  fervent  glow  of  larth  whenever  they  please,  may 
learn  that  this  is  impracticable,  as  depending  upon  causes  not  under  their 
command ;  thearafire  the  gloom  arising  therefrom  beuig  not  imputable  to 
tbem,  they  ought  to  rest  contvited  with  tbeir  ritoation,  expecting  a  better 
opportunity  to  improve  their  fnth  at  seasons  when  thrar  bodily  humours  and 
all  external  ctroomataiiees  ahull  be  more  fevonraUe.  They  may  laudably  do 
what  they  can  to  bdp  diHBelvcs,  but  for  that  purpose  might  better  have  re- 
eooree  to  thor  bone  or  tbsir  ^Mthecary,  than  to  their  gospel -minister :  for 
air,  exercise,  proper  r^iaai  Ol  diet,  and  aperients  may  relieve  them  ;  but 
upcm  tbcae  ooeaskms,  pathetio  iMtOrea,  long  prayers,  and  incessant  hymn- 
ainginga  will  be  more  likely  to  prove  quenebere  than  quickenen  of  the  Spirit, 
to  stupefy  than  eobven  tbev  feith, 

.  fiat  tboni^  tiNue  inipadimaMs  last  mentioned  are  temporary,  and  only 
suspend  but  do  not  destroy  our  habitual  persuasions,  our  ^th  being  not 
dead  but  aaleep  in  tbe  interval ;  yet  I  apprehend  our  natural  temperament, 
education,  and  company,  nve  a  permanent  turn  to  onr  opinions.  From 
hence  it  fbllowa,  that  our  Mith,  as  well  as  onr  other  virtnes,  are  in  a  great 
meaaore  given  us  witbont  onr  own  endeavours  to  co-operate  in  the  acquisi- 
tion, being  wboUy  derived  from  eourcea  turned  upon  us  by  Providence. 
Uany  peo^  wa  anda  equitable  and  benevolent,  industrious  and  temperate, 
by  the  exam^es  nd  inatructioas  l»d  before  them  :  and  many  entertain  just 
and  sonitd  notiona  upon  the  aoat  important  subjects  inculcated  into  them 
by  others,  without  ever  having  disoovered  the  truth  of  tbem  by  tiieir  own 
obaervation. 

Nevertheless,  these  habits,  both  of  desire  end  persuasion,  are  valuable 
possessions,  however  obtained ;  wherefore  it  behoves  us  to  spread  them 
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Bmong  our  aeigfabdan  u  br  u  we  an  able,  by  rational  oonTtMiMi  If  we 
oao  ;  if  we  caiuiot,  then  by  authority,  bf  odiortatiaa,  by  exampk,  by  em- 
pathy, by  the  paisions,  ca  whaterer  other  metfaxl  ah^  be  foiud  mott  fefr' 
able :  and  to  imprare  those  we  have  oundvea  iipm  vrttatever  loann  our 
good  fortune  has  tfarown  tbem  npoa  ns ;  adtUn^  to  them  sndi  othcn  M  we 
find  wanting  in  our  chvaetcr,  by  careAil  and  awidiioiu  axerciKS  of  oar  ie&- 
UD,  and  by  the  pmctioe  of  form*,  ceremonies,  castoou,  and  iaKibationa 
anitable  to  the  purpose.  Far  imagination  is  a  &culty  we  poMeas  in  com- 
mon with  the  brutes,  and  like  them  must  be  diBciplined  with  managanent 
and  artifice ;  wbirii  then  ia  honest  Eutifioe',  when  directed  by  on  honeat  de- 
^ga  and  to  a  land^e  pnrpoBe. 

Bat  the  gnuid  atrengtbener  of  hith  and  every  other  virtue  ie  a.  b^Ntvionr 
conformable  thereto ;  for  nothing  like  practice  to  rivet  any  priooiple  of  ac- 
tion in  oiir  minds.  A  maa  may  improre  hia  eonrage  more  by  one  oaapWRn 
than  by  any  lectures  he  can  rooeive  npoo  fortitude,  and  coi^rm  faimaeit  m 
his  Religion  by  some  difficMlt  obedience  to  its  diotatei  b^ter  than  by  all  the 
arguments  or  meditation!  in  the  world.  For  my  part,  I  place  little  depend- 
ence npon  ray  moisl  speeidalions,  while  remaining  in  epecidMian  akne, 
bow  carefully  soever  I  have  endeavoimd  to  connect  them :  hot  if  sometfaing' 
occurs  in  real  life  wherein  I  can  exemplify  them  in  my  oondoot,  I  find  it 
given  them  an  additional  weight  in  my  judgment,  though  wkfaoat  one  addi* 
tional  reason  to  those  whereon  I  had  tbonded  them.  Nor  do  the  ^ects  of 
pr«ctiec  terminate  in  the  pejticufair  prinnide  prampting  th^Bto,  h«t  extend 
to  all  others  coaneeted  therewith :  it  is  this  makes  faith  grow  like  a  grain 
of  mustard  seed,  and  alKxit  out  all  its  bntudus  until  it  becomes  a  tree 
spreading  over  the  whole  character  and  cooduet :  and  by  thie  amj  be  ex- 
plained that  text  whioh  says.  To  him  that  bath  shall  be  givrai,  aad  froaa 
him  that  hath  not  dull  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath. 

6.  We  have  seen  that  faith  is  an  haUtuHl  ponanon,  therebre  persua- 
sion is  the  geiuas  whereof  faith  is  the  species :  for  it  ie  olmoins  there  are 
mollitndee  of  persouiona  whidi  do  sot  deserve  that  appdlatioD.  Not  bat 
'tliat  we  often  apply  it  in  oonmian  discourse  to  any  fatvonite  persnasiDa,  a» 
when  we  say,  diat  taA  am  one  has  great  &itb  in  Ward's  piH,  or  James' 
powder,  or  Berkley's  tar  water,  for  caring  all  distempcrv  ;  or  in  diangcs  of 
the  weather-glass,  or  sqeaUings  of  peacock  for  pnvnoaticathig  the  weather : 
hot  ben  the  word  ia  used  figuratively,  for  nobody  Imagines  these  things  to 
rank  among  the  virtues.  It  remains  then  to  inquire  by  what  cbarscteristic 
to  distingnish  this  particular  kind  of  persaasion  we  have  been  speaking  of. 
Now  to  make  a  persoasion  fiuth,  I  conceive  it  must  be  of  lome  impwtant 
pn^Kjeition,  it  must  relate  to  some  matter  of  Religioa,  it  must  be  strong, 
ntd  it  mast  have  a  laticHial  fcwndatiott. 

Let  a  roan  believe  ever  so  fira^  that  all  diseases  proceed  from  swarms 
of  imperceptible  »«iwiiU  breedii^  within  ns,  this,  though  grounded  on  ever 
w  good  reasons,  is  only  a  speculative  opinion,  it  cannot  be  faith  for  want 
(rf  importance ;  for  it  will  make  no  difference  in  his  manner  of  breatiiig  dis- 
eases or  regulating  his  own  diet  and  regimen.  If  he  hdieves  constant 
exercise,  or  physic,  every  spring  and  fall,  necessary,  it  may  be  ef  great  im- 
portance to  his  health ;  yet  these  are  not  faith,  because  matters  of  cenmon 
prudence,  not  of  Religion  or  dety. 

If  he  believe  the  practtee  of  religions  and  moral  duties  his  trust  inte- 
rest, so  far  as  to  give  a  rndy  sinewe  assent  wbenerer  put  in  mind  of  it ; 
bat  it  lies  so  light  upon  his  thoughts  as  never  to  occur  spontaneously  with- 
out being  suggested  by  somebody  else,  or  if  it  rise*  ia  such  faint  colours  as 
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to  be  edipaed  by  every  dazsle  of  worldly  profit  or  senmial  appetite ;  he  mar 
have  a  nomiiud,  bnt  tuuB  not  a  real  or  livdy  faith,  nhicfa  can  be  of  any  avail 
to  him.  or  infloence  hia  actioni :  for  it  is  the  spontaneity  and  vividness  of 
fiiith  that  give  it  life,  activity,  and  efficacy,  and  constitiite  it  a  virtue.  Bat 
habit  contributes  more  to  nonriah  op  this  vigour  and  argrunent :  it  ia  the 
office  of  reason  to  direct  us  what  we  are  to  bdieve,  bat  when  we  know  this, 
the  bosineas  is  not  half  done,  for  frequent  contemplation,  proper  discq>line, 
uid  other  means  of  fahb  most  give  us  that  fall  and  habitnal  perauaaioB 
wherein  the  virtae  conaiats. 

And  experience  soSi^ently  testifies  what  mighty  tone  Hiere  is  in  an  in- 
veterate persDasion :  the  invincible  constancy  of  the  {oimitive  ChrietiaDB, 
the  slavish  drudgeries  of  the  Pai»Bts,  the  tedious  attendances  and  self* 
denials  of  the  Methodists,  the  whimaiGal  ansterities  of  the  Indian  FoagfaAia, 
show  to  what  incredible  lengths  a  strongly  impressed  notion  wiU  cury  men ; 
and  make  ns  sensible  of  how  vast  importance  it  is,  to  ttini  this  powerful 
engine  of  human  nature  into  right  and  salntary  oooreea.  Hierefore  we  may 
easily  imagine  that  Faith,  when  grown  to  fim  maturity  of  strength,  may 
remove  mountains  of  vice  and  indolence,  subdue  the  strongeflt  appetites, 
nndergo  the  moet  grievous  labours,  &ce  the  most  formidable  dangers,  and 
pass  unhurt  through  the  severest  fiery  trials ;  nor  can  any  thing  dse  assist 
us  eSectually  opcm  snch  difficult  occanons. 

For  we  may  observe  that  all  those  instances  of  persuasion  above  specified 
were  generated,  except  the  first,  and  that  perhaps  was  greatly  aided,  not  by 
application  to  the  understanding  but  imagination,  not  to  the  head  but  to 
the  heart,  by  example,  by  custom,  by  cNisure,  by  applause,  by  positive  aa- 
aertion,  by  continual  harptngs  upon  the  same  string,  by  working  iqwn  the 
passione :  and  these  engines  might  as  efiectually  be  employed  to  good  pur- 
poses as  perverted  to  bad  ones,  were  but  men  ai  parts  as  industrious  in 
studying  the  science  of  honeat  artifice  as  of  selfish  craft  and  cunning.  The 
chief  use  of  popular  discourses  upon  topics  of  Religion  and  morality  J  take 
to  be,  not  so  mnch  to  instruct,  as  to  warm,  to  encourage,  to  inculcate  per- 
suasion :  fa"  a  man  may  be  taught  what  he  ought  to  do  with  much  leaa 
lime  and  trouble,  than  what  be  has  learned  caa  be  nourished  up  into  a 
.  vigorona  principle  of  action. 

7.  I  have  laid  down  as  one  ingredient  in  the  essence  of  faith,  that  it 
ought  to  have  a  rational  foundation,  nevertheless  I  do  not  apprehend  it 
always  necessary  that  foundation  should  be  first  laid  in  the  reason  of  the 
party  believing  :  for  this  wonld  be  impracticable,  because  the  superetruo- 
ture  ia  often  wanted  for  use,  where  there  is  not  this  ground  in  being  whereon 
to  rest  it.  The  necessary  process  of  education  shows,  that  you  must  begin 
with  inculcating  persuasions  before  there  is  any  compass  of  reason  aflbrding 
on  opening  to  biuld  upon :  and  many  grown  perMms,  either  through  the 
narrowness  of  their  capacity,  or  avocations  of  their  profession,  never  can 
be  fully  instmcted  in  the  reasons  whereon  you  support  the  truths  it  is  highly 
requisite  for  them  to  be  persuaded  of.  llierefore  it  is  in  vtun  to  think  of 
doing  everything  by  rational  conviction,  nor  need  one  scruple  to  instil  right 
and  wholeoome   persuasion   by  such  other  methods  as  appear  likely  to 

Nevertheleas,  I  would  have  as  much  use  made  of  reason  as  it  would  yield, 
nor  advise  any  man  to  raise  persuasions  in  aiuither  whereof  he  does  not  see 
grounds  himself  .to  think  they  will  prove  salutary  to  the  receiver,  nor  to 
omit  making  those  grounds  visible  to  his  nnderttanding,  so  far  as  it  can 
bear.     For  we  ought  to  consider  ourselves  as  public  persons,  our  various 
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lalenta  giren  us  ((v  the  general  service ;  and  rince  eorae  want  strength  and 
opportunity  to  reaaoa  for  themaelvee,  tho«e  who  have  the  fatsuhy  clearect 
ought  to  employ  it  honestly  and  sedulouly  for  the  benefit  of  others  in  whom 
it  hUe  deficient ;  so  that  no  persoasions  may  prevail,  which  were  not  origi- 
nally introduced  by  the  rational  conviction  of  eomebody  or  other.  And 
with  respect  to  those  persuasions  we  find  already  engrafted  in  oarsdvea, 
before  we  first  arrived  at  a  competent  use  of  our  reason,  it  will  beoome  us 
.to  examine  them  carefully  thereby,  and  trace  them  down  to  their  solid  foon- 
dations,  that  so  we  may  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  the  feith  That  is  in  us; 
for  this  will  cable  ns  to  malie  a  more  jndicioos  application  of  them  to  oor 
conduct,  to  settle  the  precedence  among  them  where  they  seem  to  inter- 
fere, and  prevent  their  running  into  extravaganciea,  headlong  zeal,  or 
rigfateousuess  overmuch. 

Betades,  we  may  sometimes  find  cause  to  era^oate  such  of  them  as  stood 
.upon  hollow  ground  ;  for  persnasionB  inculcated  by  education  or  infused  by 
cnstann,  having  been  trauimitted  throogh  many  hands,  may  receive  a  bttle 
change  in  every  step  of  their  passage ;  so  that  by  the  a^^^gate  of  these 
-diaoges,  it  is  possible  that  from  sohd  and  salutary  they  were  at  first,  they 
may  come  in  time  to  be  trivial  or  peroictous :  nw  are  there  not  some  among 
than  which  were  calculated  upon  the  characters  and  circumstances  (rf 
times,  which  being  different  now,  thoogh  they  might  be  highly  expedieitt 
two  bondred  years  ago,  they  may  become  useless  incombrances  upon  us  at 
present. 

But  though  I  would  exhort  every  man  to  build  as  much  as  he  can  apos 
tVBBon,  let  it  be  remembered,  when  he  does  build  for  himself,  it  must 
be  upcm  his  own  reason,  for  he  cannot  see  with  another's  eyes :  he  may 
indeed,  and  often  ought,  to  trust  another  for  what  he  does  not  see  himself, 
hut  then  be  may  judge  of  die  other's  veracity,  and  probability  of  the  truth 
recommended.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  every  man  should  be  a  philoso- 
pher, a  theologian,  or  a  metaphysician  :  but  if  be  cannot  choose  his  doc- 
trines for  himself,  he  may  choose  his  teachers,  and  observe  something  in 
their  conduct  and  manner  of  proceeding  that  shall  &ive  him  a  little  insight 
into  their  character.  God  has  given  him  some  share  of  discretion,  and 
expects  he  should  improve  it  to  help  himself  therewith :  nor  need  he  lie 
onder  anxiety  for  the  event,  for  one  of  the  most  wholesome  persuasions  is 
that  of  a  perfect  trust  in  the  dispensations  of  Providence.  The  size  of  hit 
talent  was  of  divine  appointment,  and  God  knows  what  portion  of  under- 
standing was  proper  for  him,  and  how  to  produce  good  out  of  his  weak- 
new  :  therefore  let  him  use  the  beat  judgment  he  lus,  and  if  he  hll  into 
mistake,  it  will  be  a  happy  mistake,  ][vovided  it  be  involuntaiy,  and  not 
owing  to  his  own  mismanagement,  or  negligence. 

8.  When  I  re<)nire  that  foith  should  have  a  foundation  in  reason,  it 
mi^t  seem  to  follow  that  this  foundation  must  he  upon  the  ground  of 
truth  i  but  this  is  not  to  be  understood  so  strictly,  as  that  a  roan  may  not 
in  any  minute  instance  connive  at  the  reception  of  an  article  he  does  not 
believe  himself.  It  will  be  ni^ed  that  sound  reason  must  always  stand 
upon  truth,  and  so  indeed  it  does  ultimately,  but  not  always  without  the 
intervention  of  something  else  as  a  cushion  between ;  schoolmen  allow,  and 
divines  sometiroee  employ  what  thiw  call  arguments  to  the  man,  when  they 
use  such  as  they  think  will  weigh  with  the  hearer,  although  having  no  credit 
with  themsdvet ;  bat  then  the  conclusion  they  noold  prove  to  him  thereby, 
ought  to  be  a  real  truth  in  theh  own  judgment,  or  they  act  dishonestly. 
In  like  manner,  if  you  would  bring  a  man  into  a  pereuabioo  you  judge  in 
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your  own  mind  to  be  juet  tmd  beneficial  to  him-,  j6a  n»y  lawfbUy  fnt  ki 
UK  other  peraiuBioiu  leadiag  thereinto  which  yon  (to  not  hold  yoondf, 
provided  yon  cannot  efiect  jtm  beneat  pnrpoM  upon  him  by  ratioBal  con- 
▼ictioB ;  for  ia  tiiis  case  the  end  sanctifies  the  moBBS.  For  we  have  *een 
in  the  course  of  theM  inqoiriea,  that  use  and  expe^eaoe  ia  the  proper  evl 
whereto  all  om*  proceedings  are  to  b«  directed :  both  opinions  and  pne- 
tices  are  bert  when  they  tend  to  generate  a  happy  temper  of  mind,  and 
make  as  indutrious  in  promoting  happineaa  as  well  in  om^ves  as  in  othera. 
Thereibre  when  we  have  settled  what  peissasiona  ctwdaee  moat  effectnolly 
to  this  desirable  pmimM,  we  may  laudably  enforce  them  by  such  methods 
a«  we  find  feasible,  if  thoee  are  not  feasible  which  we  would  choose. 

It  caanot  be  denied  an  article  of  the  utmost  impoitaDce.thfd  our  tkoogbtt 
and  words  and  aetiona  here  will  afiect  our  condition  hereafter,  and  to  tunm 
the  bdief  of  this,  it  is  vulgarly  auppoaed  that  books  are  kept  in  heaven, 
wherein  are  exactly  minuted  down  all  the  transactions  that  pass  upon  earth. 
Now  let  some  refined  apecnlatist  be  scandalized  at  the  thought  of  angek 
writing  with  pen  and  ink  in  books,  or  tbe  need  of  a  fonnal  tnal  and  jadg^ 
ment,  imagining  the  same  purpose  may  be  answered  as  wdl  by  an  apt  coi^- 
nectiiw  of  causes  with  effects  estahlished  at  the  beginning  among  the  tawa 
9t  nature,  he  will  never  be  able  to  make  his  connection  intelligttile  to  the 
vulgar:  therefore  if  he  deprives  them  of  their  books  and  their  afters 
redtoning,  he  will  leave  them  no  persuasion  at  all  to  hinder  them  from 
indulging  their  own  follies  and  vices,  without  fear  of  any  damage  to  ensne 


indulging 
tbere&om 


Another  very  material  article  of  foith  is  the  gorcmmeBt  of  Provideaae 
over  all  sablunary  affairs,  bs  well  moral  as  natoral,  oTdinarily  imagined  to 
be  administered  by  perpetual  interpositions  among  the  motions  of  matter, 
instinct  of  animals,  and  actions  of  men,  made  either  by  immediate  ezer<' 
tions  of  Omnipotence,  or  operation  of  invisible  spirits  peculiarly  comntiE- 
aioned  thereto.  But  if  any  man,  wis^*  tlun  (wdinary,  shall  &ncyit  contrMj 
to  reason  that  superior  orders  of  being  should  be  MUpioyed  in  our  little  oon> 
oems,  or  that  the  wheels  of  Providence  should  be  so  undulfnlly  put  toge- 
ther as  to  need  continual  rectifying^  every  day  by  the  hand  of  the  artiat, 
yet  why  should  he  disturi)  mankind  in  dieir  coacepti6ns,  wkhont  wfiieb 
the^  cannot  comprehend  how  the  errors  of  cbanoe  and  mitchieA  oi  haaiBn 
pervcnenesa  can  be  prevented,  or  any  government  of  the  worid  carried  no? 

The  divine  residenoe  somewhere  above  the  clouds,  the  fiar>Htretdiing  eya 
ot  navidence  piercing  through  the  thickest  walls,  aod  roofa^  aadcoveringST 
into  Ibe  a«trM  cbamb«rB  af  darimese,  the  peculiar  presenoe  of  God  in.  jdaoes 
Mtafwrt  to  hia  wortdi^  and  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  his  name,  there  is  he  iix  the  midst  of  them,  may  be  thought  maltera  o$ 
•eoffing  by  aOme  wbo  cannot  believe  the  Doity  local,  nor  that  he  has  any 
rccoDte  ol^eots  to  behold,  any  coverings  to  pierce  through,  as  being  omni-' 
present,  alike  existent,  intdligent,  utd  observant,  in  every  niinntest  por- 
tiofl  of  infinite  space ;  luverthdese,  it  will  be  prudent  to  ke«p  their  soof- 
ii^  to  themselves,  lest  if  they  overthrow  the  popular  notiona,  they  may 
ovwthrow  therewith  all  seoae  of  the  Divine  tiajeety,  all  ejq^edienoe  of  beings 
draim^est  in  tbdr  moat  private  thonglds  and  acttona,  and  that  reverence 
ia  their  davoliaBS  wfakh  an^  beget  an  habitwd  diqxMitiaa  of  mini,  tend- ' 
ins  to  regulate  their  belamoar  in  the  world. 

In  these  caaea,  it  is  nmk  wwtb  wUle  to  cotrtend  with  an  adversary  for' 
the  trtith,  or  the  tenets  currently  reocmd  i  for  supponng  them  triors,  yet 
vfbn  an  imiocent  error  lias  so  close)}'  cotmccted  in  the  minds  of  men  with 
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an  important  tmth,  as  that  both  niMt  stand  or  fall  tdgather,  it  is  against 
tbe  interest  of  truth  to  eradicate  it ;  for,  as  in  pursuit  ef  [^eaaiire,  eo  of 
truth,  the  greater  income  opCHi  the  wbt^  is  to  he  i-egaidad.  Therefore  your 
nen  of  pleasure,  as  they  afiiect  to  call  tbetnaelves,  very  ill  deserve  ^e  tiUe ; 
for  they  grasp  at  every  present  indulgence  greedily,  but  thereby  bring  on 
more  grievou*  displeaaarea  afterwards  :  in  like  muuier,  your  indiecreat 
sticklers  for  troth  prove  in  reaJity  its  greatest  Hismiea ;  they  take  vast  pains 
to  core  some  little  hormleas  mbtake,  and  by  so  doing  often  lead  into  other 
fatal  mietakea  they  were  not  aware  of. 

It  is  fixing  tbe  eye  upon  cqiinioDs  singly,  without  reference  to  their  con- 
nections and  consequences,  that  misleads  both  the  bigot  and  free-thinker: 
the  latter  finds  sometbiog  he  thinks  will  not  bear  a  scrutiny,  as  having  no 
ground  of  reason  to  grow  upon,  so  he  sets  all  his  wits  to  woik  to  pull  it  up 
by  the  roots,  without  minrtii^  what  other  aacAd  plants  are  intermetted  there- 
with, which  of  coarse  will  follow  upon  plueluDg  this  away :  the  other  pitch- 
ing upon  some  Aivourite  teq^withmt  em  ezwaining  whether  it  be  daftly 
serviceable  of  itself  or  only  by  its  neceawry  rdation  to  other  serviceable 
persuuions,  lays  oat  his  whole  attention  upon  that,  and  parsues  it  to  an 
extravagance  incompatible  with  the  very  re^on  whidi  alone  made  it  re- 
commendable.  Whereas,  if  we  woold  gire  all  our  opinioita  and  all  our 
dnties  then:  doe  share  of  oar  regard,  we  migldi  find  them  in  time  conaoUdate 
into  one  r^;nlar  system,  wherein  there  wo^  be  no  breaks  nor  ioconmatencies, 
nor  detached  parcela,  but  they  woald  model  ooe  uxither  into  shape  and 
symmetry;  and  by  discerning  their  savenl  uses  and  matual  dq>endencies, 
we  should  understand  them  more  perfectly,  apj^  them  more  judicioody  to 
our  practice,  and  know  better  how  to  deal  with  other  persons,  according  to 
tbnr  re^kective  needs  and  dispositiana. 

9.  Hence  it  ^tpears  vary  matwial  for  him  that  would  build  a  rational 
system  of  ftuth,  compact  and  solid  in  ell.  its  parts,  to  observe  wlwit  persua- 
sions are  immediately  serviceable  in  themselves,  and  from  thence  to  con- 
sider, what  ol^en  are  nocessary  or  expedient  to  proteot  and  nourish  the 
finTaer. 

Persuasions  are  serviceable,  eitiier  when  they  tend  to  satisfy  the  mind 
iritb  reapect  to  our  situation  among  things  esteiiwl.  and  to  tbe  rectitude  and 
aaccess  of  onr  actions  i  or  when  Utejr  dinot  to  measun»  wbjt^  will  yield 
good  fruits  of  happiness  at  some  future  time.  The  mind  may  be  satisfied, 
and  the  will  prompted  to  useful  measures,  by  fellacioiis  persuasioos,  which 
will  operate  as  effectually  as  the  best  grouBded  until  tbe  &llacy  is  dia- 
covered :  a  man  receiving  a  bag  of  counters,  m^  be  as  well  pleased  there- 
with as  if  they  were  real  gold,  nor  does  his  satis^iction  abate  until  he  finds 
upon  trial  th^  wdl  not  psM  onrrent  in  the  market ;  and  if  he  have  extra- 
ordiaar^  talents,  he  may  employ  them  iodefatigably  in  public  services, 
while  he  can  persuade  himself  there  is  aa  noparallded  happiness  in  having 
his  hme  continue  many  years  after  hie  decease. 

Perh^  it  might  be  found  »fpa  esamination,  that  mut^  of  oor  Measure 
and  self-confidence  arises,  and  much  of  tbe  bunness  of.life  is  carried  on,  by 
means  of  Madons  percuaraoos,  or  if  they  be  joat,  they  are  sa  by.chaoce,  be- 
ing not  chosen  upon  discernment  of  their  proper  grounds,  bat  takes  up 
from  custom  and  fashion,  fallen  into  bj  habit,  or  generated  by  vanity,  pre- 
indice,  and  self-love.  This  oonsideration  makee  little  for  the  credit  of 
Human  nature,  governed  in  great  measure  by  a  kind  of  instinct,  }ike  tbe 
brutes,  led  thereby  to  provide  agtunat  wants  they  have  no  knowledge  of ; 
bnt  it  may  serve  to  heighten  our  idea  of  Providence,  iffhich  can  execute  the 
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IHirposes  of  witjdom  by  our  foUies,  ignorance,  and  errors,  and  draw  us  to  work 
out  B  real  good  ne  l^k  nothing  of,  by  pureoing  a  bntastic  good  that  is 
■uch  only  ia  appearance  and  imagination. 

Nevertheless,  though  Proridetice  knows  how  to  bring  good  out  of  evil, 
we  do  not :  therefore  it  ii  our  duty  to  take  such  meamires  of  which  there  is 
a  reasonabte  prospect  to  our  own  judgment,  tiiat  they  will  bear  valuable 
fruits.  Fallacious  persuasions  may  and  do  often  satisfy  the  mind  for  the 
present,  but  as  ot^u  disturb  it,  and  at  best  mntt  some  time  or  other 
end  in  disappointment :  and  if  they  prompt  to  ueefal  perfonnances,  it  is 
always  with  a  mixture  of  inconvenience,  which  might  have  been  avoided 
had  the  same  been  undertaken  upon  good  and  solid  motives.  Wherefore  it 
behoves  us  to  form  our  opinions  by  the  best  exercises  of  our  reason,  upon 
such  materials  as  we  find  afforded  us  from  our  own  experience  or  else- 
where, to  examine  which  of  them  will  yield  the  greatest  profit,  and  sedulously 
to  cultivate  those  until  they  become  habitual  persuamons,  rising  in  their  full 
strength  and  colour  whenever  suggested  to  the  thought,  and  to  spread  them 
as  extensivdy  as  we  can  among  mankind. 

10.  To  enumerate  all  the  variety  of  persuasions  whidi  can  soothe  for  the 
present  or  urge  to  some  profitable  action,  would  be  endless  and  imprac- 
ticable ;  but  tibey  may  be  ranged  onder  a  few  general  heads,  of  which  those 
tending  to  immediate  satisfaction  of  mind  are  three  :  when  we  have  a  good 
opinion  of  our  condition,  which  generates  Content ;  when  we  have  a  pros- 
pect that  things  will  happen  well  with  us  by-and-by,  which  is  Hope ;  and 
when  we  confide  in  the  rectitude  of  the  conduct  we  are  pursuing,  which 
makes  Self-approbation.  Persuasions  of  the  useful  kind  are  of  two  sorts : 
those  which  give  us  full  assurance  that  distant  enjoyments  will  be  present, 
and  as  delightfiil  as  those  b  hand,  or  that  every  right  action  will  be  attended 
with  some  desirable  success,  which  give  life  aod  vigour  to  the  virtue  of  Pru- 
dence, and  those  which  make  na  regard  the  good  of  others  as  our  own, 
whereon  depends  the  virtue  of  Benevolence. 

Health,  vigorous  desires,  and  plenty  of  materials  to  gratify  them,  give 
men  a  good  opinion  of  their  condition,  which  is  usually  heightened  by  com- 
parison :  for  tiiey  please  themselves  more  for  possessing  what  others  want, 
than  for  the  intrinsic  value  of  what  they  poseess ;  and  to  make  the  claim  of 
pecnbar  advantage  the  more  general,  they  severally  undervalue  and  despise 
whatever  does  not  suit  with  their  own  taste,  regarding  the  rest  of  mankind. 
who  follow  different  pursuits,  as  unhappy  deluded  creatures,  but  themselves 
as  the  prime  fevourites  of  fortune.  Nor  were  the  Stoics  wholly  mbtaken 
when  they  placed  happiness  in  opimon,  for  much  of  our  satisfaction  springs 
from  that  eonrce. 

Perhaps  the  only  advantage  of  riches,  honours,  power,  bodily  strength, 
beauty,  learning,  quickness  of  parts,  may  lie  in  their  being  generally  reputed 
advantages :  for  those  who  want  them,  and  have  been  habituated  to  live 
without  them,  have  their  other  enjoyments  as  copiously  as  those  who  abound 
in  them,  with  this  only  difference,  that  tite  latter  possess  what  titey  esteem 
an  advantage,  and  this  opinion  is  all  that  can  give  it  any  pretence  to  be  a 
real  one.  When  the  mind  is  satisfied  with  her  situation,  she  seldom  fore- 
bodes mischief  for  the  futare ;  but  our  views  are  generally  very  short,  and 
Ae  fiitnre  we  concern  ourselves  with  extends  not  to  such  a  length  as  that 
we  cannot  easily  flatter  oursdv«s  that  our  present  supplies  of  enjoyment  will 
hold  oat.  Having  this  scanty  prospect  befora  ns,  we  place  rectitude  of  ac- 
tion in  making  provision  for  the  gratilication  lying  within  its  compass :  our 
vanity  and  self-confidence  confirms  ui  in  the  propriety  of  our  conduct,  and 
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we  are  uigry  at  erery  one  who  should  prenime  to  craianre  or  qoeBtioD  na 
upon  it.  Thua  in  this  land  of  peace  aiid  plenty,  we  have  most  of  ns  the 
three  pereutiaioiiH  reqoiaite  fisr  present  aatiafaction :  nnleas  when  eome  croM 
accident,  or  turbulent  paeaion,  or  imaginary  want  cornea  athwart  the  way  to 
diaturb  our  repose. 

It  may  be  tiiought  trifling,  that  among  tite  aentimenti  worthy  our  endea- 
vour to  inculcate,  I  recommend  the  persuasion  of  distant  enjo}rn]eata 
becoming  present,  and  being  as  madi  enjoyments,  when  they  come,  as 
those  we  have  now  in  hand ;  for  who  ever  doubts  of  this  ?  or  hesitates  a 
moment  to  acknowledge,  that  to-morrow  in  some  bonrs  will  be  to-day,  and 
that  a  diversion  we  abAll  partake  of  to-morrow  may  prove  as  entertaining 
'  as  one  we  are  at  this  instant  engaged  in.  I  know  very  well  we  are  dl 
sufficiently  convinced,  that  the  most  distant  fiitnrity  will  one  day  become 
present,  and  when  present,  whatever  satisfaction  or  uneasiness  it  brings, 
will  aflect  us  as  strongly  as  those  we  now  feel ;  hot  it  most  be  remembered 
that  we  are  speaking  of  persuasions,  not  of  convictions,  and  the  difference 
between  the  two  is  nowhere  more  remarkable,  than  upon  the  article  of 
Aitnrity.  While  we  can  hold  Tip  the  lighta  of  our  understanding,  we  see 
clearly  that  remote  good  is  alil^  valuable  with  the  present :  bnt  it  is  the 
hardest  thing  in  the  wwld  to  fix  an  qtprehension  of  this  truth  in  lively 
colours  upon  our  ima^nation. 

The  judgments  of  the  mind  correspond  in  stren^  and  colour  with  that 
of  the  objects  whereon  they  are  passed;  hot  the  furtiier  objects  are  removed, 
they  grow  more  feiut  and  indiistinct,  and  of  course  our  opinions  conceniing 
them  will  be  less  vivid  and  clear.  Both  pleasures  and  pains  at  a  distance 
appear  scarce  worth  our  r^^arding,  or  giving  ourselves  any  trouble  about 
them :  let  a  man  make  trial,  and  he  will  find  it  impracticable,  with  all  hia 
efibrts,  to  raise  an  q^>rehension  of  the  desirableness  of  an  enjoyment  to 
come  aev«a  years  hence,  equal  with  one  near  at  hand.  For  the  present 
occupies  our  thou^ts,  and  forcibly  carries  away  the  preference  in  our 
imi^nation  from  t^  tiitnre,  against  the  clearest  and  surest  decisions  of  our 
understanding.  This  imperfection  of  our  nature  desen'es  our  utmost  appli- 
cation to  re^ify,  by  gradually  inuring  the  mental  eye  to  discern  objectn 
distinctly  at  a  distance;  and  it  is  the  quickness  of  this  moral  sense,  or 
habitual  full  persuasion  of  certain  good  and  evil,  however  remote,  being 
alike  valuable  with  the  present,  that  constitutes  the  virtue  of  Prudence. 

But  the  glass  of  passion  will  give  a  lively  tint  and  magnitude  to  distant 
objecto,  when  the  eye  of  reason  cannot :  ambition,  avarice,  authority, 
example,  and  custom,  set  a  value  upon  acquisitions  that  take  up  a  whole 
life  in  miaking ;  and  vanity  persuades  as  it  is  a  desirable  thing  to  have  our 
names  well  spoken  of  a  hundred  years  after  we  are  dead  and  gone.  These 
sources  then  Ornish  us  in  some  measure  with  useful  persuasions  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  life,  and  spur  us  up  to  as  much  industry  in  providing,  for 
the  future  as  we  do  exert,  serving  as  snccedaneums  to  supply  the  place  of 
that  prudence  wherein  we  fall  de^ient.  And  the  Uke  springs  derived  from 
education,  custom,  fashion,  and  fear  of  censure,  move  us  to  the  exercises  of 
benevolence,  instead  of  the  mutual  connection  of  interests  between  man  and 
man,  which  is  its  most  solid  bottom ;  but  of  which  we  seldom  have  «n 
infinite  persuasion,  tboa^  we  sometimea  make  professionofit  in  our  mouths, 
Vnd  perhaps  sincerely,  as  fimcying  that  we  have  it,  when  in  reality  we  have 
Dothlog  more  than  the  shame  of  being  without  it. 

11.  But  Ihe»;  sources  of  satisfiictory  and  useful  persuasions  spoken  of 
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ID  the  Ust  section,  do  not  flow  npon  all ;  nor  are  Mean  of  being  coutiaued 
to  uiy,  as  depending  upon  external  and  acddental  canaea  :  health,  wcccm, 
the  materiala  of  gratification,  may  be  taken  from  ne,  or  when  not  utterly 
lost,  are  often  withholden  for  a  time  ;  the  aolace  found  in  compariaon  will 
be  frequently  wrested  out  of  our  haodfl,  notwithstanding  our  utmotrt  par- 
tialityupon  seeing  otfaenpossessedof  advantages  we  cannot  but  acknowledge 
superior  to  our  own ;  disappointment,  danger,  and  diEtress,  will  destroy  onr 
sanguine  expectations  of  the  future,  and  the  mischiefa  we  run  onraelrea 
into  by  inconsiderateneM  will  discover  a  fenltineas  in  onr  condoct,  tiiat 
with  ail  our  self-conceit  we  cannot  varnish  over.  Passion,  custom,  fear  oi 
censure,  prove  bat  ill  soccedaneums  to  prudence  and  benevolence,  doing 
their  work  imperfectly  and  injudicioosly  when  set  right,  and  often  taking 
a  wrong  biae,  arge  us  to  act  imprudently  and  aelfiahly. 

Thtraore  these  tranuent  penntasioiu,  springing  from  short  viewg  and 
narrow  prospects,  afford  a  very  precariona  ben^t :  to  make  them  certainly 
and  durably  serviceable,  they  ought  to  be  gathered  from  the  most  enlarged 
compass  whereto  the  eye  of  understanding  can  stretch,  so  as  to  discern  ob- 
jects with  an  afiecting  clearness.  Whoever  is  folly  peranaded  that  the  lot 
of  his  existence,  so  fu-  as  lies  distinctly  within  his  ken,  contains  a  much 
greater  proportion  of  enjoyment  than  uneasiness,  mnst  in  general  be  contest 
with  his  present  condition,  and  ai^nrate  well  for  the  fotare ;  and  in  teasona 
of  trouble,  his  hope,  if  lively,  will  hold  content  from  flying  away ;  casting 
a  gfeam  upon  the  darkness  overwhelming  him,  from  the  many  bright  spots 
in  prospect  before  him.  An  entire  confidence  in  the  efficacy  <rf  reason  to 
procure  happiness,  in  opporition  to  the  inferior  ftenlties,  will  give  it  aa 
influence  npon  the  actions,  and  raise  a  coaitant  self-approbation  in  all  that 
is  done  in  pursuance  of  its  dictates,  even  though  they  should  sometimea 
lead  into  involnntary  mistakes.  The  habit  of  seeking  satisfaction  in  the 
pro^>ect3  before  htm,  and  of  confiding  in  the  nsefnlneas  of  his  nnderstanding, 
will  create  a  sensibility  and  desire  of  distant  good  snfiBcient  to  carry  him 
through  all  prudential  measnres ;  and  the  opinion  that  whatever  good  he 
doe«  to  othen  redounds  sooner  or  later  to  his  own  advantage,  mil  con- 
tinually nourish  in  him  a  di^KWition  to  universal  benevolence. 

But  though  such  persuasions  may  be  received  upon  credit  or  catched  by 
sympathy  from  others,  they  roust  have  been  firvt  embraced  upon  some 
intrinsic  recommendation  of  their  own ;  whidi  mnst  come  from  their 
agreeableness  «ther  to  onr  inclination  or  our  reaaon.  lliere  is  a  wonder- 
ful propensity  in  mankind  to  believe  whatever  diey  wish  to  be  true,  and 
this  may  incUne  them  to  think  well  of  their  present  utuation,  of  the  proa- 
pects  before  them,  and  of  the  jnstifiableness  of  their  actions,  without  other 
groimd  than  because  the  opinion  is  soothing  to  their  thon^ts.  And  it  is 
so  visibly  the  interest  of  every  man  to  have  other  persons  kindly  disposed 
towards  htm,  that  we  all  join  in  crying  np  benevolence  until  we  perenade 
ourselves  it  is  a  real  good  to  tiie  party  possessing  it,  without  dearly  dis- 
cerning the  way  by  w^ch  it  operates  to  his  benefit. 

But  those  persuasions,  cast  upon  us  as  it  were  mechanically,  by  inclina- 
tion or  custom,  are  liable  to  be  wrested  from  ns  by  pain,  vexation,  or  distem- 
perature  of  the  bodily  humours,  throwing  a  melancholy  gloom  npon  the 
mind,  or  by  the  company  of  persons  of  contrary  sentiments  :  nor  can  be 
de|tended  upon  aa  secure  and  durable,  unless  fortified  by  other  persnasionB, 
bmlt  upon  calm  and  solid  reason,  whgeof  inclination,  prejodice,  and  inter- 
est had  no  share  in  die  sDperstroctnre.  Which  peraoasions  must  be  drawn 
from  Religion,  because  nothing  else  can  afford  a  compass  of  ground  large 


by  Google 


FAITH.  243 

enoogfi  for  die  foondatioa  thftt  will  b«  wanted  ;  and  what  are  so  drawn  I 
apprehend  may  properly  be  denominated  Articles  of  Faith. 

12.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  are  articles  of  natural  aa  well  as  re- 
Tcaled  Rdigioo,  nor  that  if  they  could  be  completely  drawn  out  and  heartily 
embraced,  they  will  produce  a  happy  and  usefnl  temper  of  mmd,  answering 
alt  the  purposes  we  could  wish  for  from  them.  For  I  suppose  if  Adam  had 
continued  steadfast  in  bis  innocence,  he  would  have  wanted  no  knowledge 
of  whatever  made  for  his  good ;  nor  yet  would  he  have  known  anything  of 
those  promises,  which  were  given  for  restoration  of  his  lapsed  race.  But 
in  the  present  darkened  state  of  his  descendants,  we  have  no  certain  rule 
whereby  to  settle  and  distingoisb  the  necessary  articles :  every  one  is  left  to 
hia  own  judgment,  and  those  who  have  exercised  it  most  carefully,  have 
varied  graatly  &om  one  another  in  their  determinations.  In  this  uncertain 
situation  of  things,  I  may  be  excused  in  offering  my  sentiments,  taken,  as 
may  be  expected,  from  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  work;  which  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  impose  as  dictates  of  antbority,  but  suggest  oaiy  to  the  cooside- 
ration  of  each  person  who  may  think  it  worth  while,  either  to  receive  or 
amend  them,  according  as  shall  be  found  most  reasonable  and  convenient 
£»  bisiisa. 

The  comer-stone  of  Faith  must  be  laid  in  the  belief  of  one  God,  and  the 
attributes  of  Omnipotence,  Omniscience,  infinite  Wisdom,  Goodness,  and 
Equity :  upon  this  bottom,  well  grounded,  will  stand  fu-mly  the  dominion  of 
Providence,  by  the  appointment  or  permission  whereof  all  events  come  to 
pass  without  exception  throughout  the  universe,  ordering  all  things  for  the 
beet ;  h«t  then  by  this  best  must  be  understood,  not  what  appears  so  to  our 
desires  or  judgment,  bat  what  is  best  in  the  ejre  of  unerring  Wisdom  for 
the  creation  in  geiKral.  But  since  many  diapensatioDs  of  Providence  txnd 
to  the  detriment  of  human  life,  we  can  have  no  interest  in  the  good  fraits  of 
tiiem.  if  our  existeooe  terminates  with  our  life  ;  therefore  the  next  point  to 
be  inculcated  is  the  unperishableness  of  onr  nature ;  that  we  shall  for  ever 
retain  the  capacity  of  enjoyment  and  suffering,  and  that  onr  sensibility  will 
be  at  least  as  great  when  separated  from  the  body,  as  in  it. 

Having  fixed  this  article  upcw  our  minds,  it  will  be  necessary  to  impreaa 
the  persuasion  of  distant  enjoyroeDts,  whereof  we  have  an  assured  expecta- 
tion, being  as  valuable  as  those  near  at  hand :  and  upon  this  article  there 
Beeds  no  argument  to  convince  us,  that  a  thousand  years  hence  will  in  due 
time  be  present,  as  snrely  as  the  next  hoar ;  thedilSculty  lies  in  taming  this 
conviction  into  a  strong  and  lively  apprehension,  eqiully  vivid  with  that 
worked  by  the  evidence  of  the  senses  ;  without  which  all  our  other  persua- 
aionB  wiU  avail  little  either  to  tatisiy  the  mind,  or  to  carry  us  on  in  the  pro- 
Mention  of  our  most  important  interests.  If  we  could  completely  attain 
Buch  quick  sensibility  of  the  future,  we  should  never  want  a  counterpoise  to 
balance  the  weight  of  any  present  evil  that  might  befoll  us ;  for  we  should 
always  have  an  exhilarating  prospect  in  view,  being  assured,  from  the  divine 
dominion  and  goodness,  that  thrae  must  be  abundantly  more  good  thaa  evil 
in  nature ;  and  since  goodness  cannot  terminate  its  views  npon  evil,  there- 
fore the  very  evils  w«  lie  under  must  be  sent  for  some  greater  good  to  re- 
dound tha^from  to  the  creation.  But  the  divine  Equity,  inferring  an 
equality  of  enjoyment  and  burden  among  the  creatares,  insures  to  us  onr 
■bare  of  the  prc£t  arising  from  every  trouble,  and  of  all  the  good  be&lliny 
everywhere. 

It  is  this  connects  the  universe  into  one  society  of  coparceners :  bringa 
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the  interest  of  otners  borne  to  oaredves ;  overthrows  ell  pretence  to  privi- 
lege  and  pre-eminence,  renders  it  indifferent  to  whose  profit  we  apply  our 
endeavoun,  whether  to  our  own  or  our  fellow -creatures,  provided  we  turn 
them  where  tbey  may  yield  the  greatest  advantage ;  and  makes  tis  deeiroos 
and  delighted  to  see  happiness  wherever  it  can  be  fbnnd,  as  giving  us  a 
better  opinion  of  the  lot  of  existence  whereof  we  partake.  But  tfaoogh  the 
lot  of  existence  be  equal  upon  the  whole  balance  of  eorae  inunenee  period, 
too  long  for  us  to  measure  by  the  line  of  our  comprehension,  yet  the  aeveral 
stages  of  it  are  unequal ;  this  we  know  by  undoubted  experience  to  be  the 
case  of  human  life,  nor  does  there  want  reason  to  expect  much  greater  ine* 
qualities,  and  of  ftr  longer  duration,  in  the  stage  of  being  we  have  next  to 
pass  through ;  wherein  it  appean,  upon  contemplation  of  divine  Justice,  that 
our  condition  will  depend  upon  our  behaviour  here,  this  life  beiiu;  prepara- 
tory to  the  next. 

Hie  consideration  that  all  creatures  and  all  forms  of  being  lie  under  the 
dominion  of  one  Governor,  may  convince  us  that  the  several  Isvra  respecting 
them  were  formed  ^xin  one  all-comprehensive  plan:  therefore  the  municipal 
laws  in  each  district  were  calculated  for  thegood  of  the  whole,  and  by  pro- 
moting the  advantage  of  our  fellow-travellers  in  the  stage  wherein  we  are 
flaced,  we  ebaU  take  the  surest  method  of  procuring  advantage  to  every 
other  stage  we  have  yet  to  pass  through.  So  that  though  the  happiness  ot 
the  next  life  be  the  principal  and  ultimate  aim  of  our  pursuit,  yet  the  general 
good  of  mankind  in  this  world,  and  of  ourselves  as  members  of  the  spedes, 
is  our  immediate  aim  and  proper  direction  to  attain  the  other :  this  then  we 
ought  constantly  to  pursue  by  such  rules  of  Religion,  morality,  and  pru- 
dence, contributing  thereto,  as  we  find  established  upon  the  best  foundations. 

Our  understanding  being  the  factdty  that  God  has  givoi  us  for  the  guid- 
ance of  our  conduct,  we  may  rest  satisfied  that  he  has  proportioned  his  gift 
to  the  purposes  he  intended  should  be  served  by  it :  tiierefore  we  may  con* 
fide  in  the  direotions  of  this  guide,  being  assured  that,  while  we  fidlow  them, 
we  pursue  oor  own  truest  advantage.  For  though  our  guide  will  sometimes 
lead  us  into  errors  and  inconveniencies,  yet  sooner  or  later  we  shall  find  it 
was  better  upon  the  whole  that  we  have  taken  bis  admonitions,  than  if  we 
had  acted  contrary  to  them  :  and  this  persuasion  will  give  us  a  serenity  and 
self-approbation  in  the  rectitude  of  our  measures,  whether  successful  or  not, 
whenever  conscious  of  having  taken  tbemupon  the  beat  of  our  honest  judg- 
ment, in  preference  to  the  solicitations  of  appetite,  or  passion,  or  iuteresti 
or  other  motive  whatsoever.  If  oor  abilities  to  do  service  be  unall,  or  our 
opportunities  sc»ce,  if  we  &id  our  reason  at  any  time  dark  and  uncertain, 
or  that  we  oannot  rise  to  those  heights  of  virtue  we  wish  and  endeavour ; 
this  need  not  disturb  us :  for  God  distributes  fais  gifts  to  every  man  in 
wisdom  and  goodness,  and  though  understanding  and  virtoe  be  among  the 
choicest  of  his  gifts,  wherefore  we  ou^t  to  improve  them  to  the  utmost, 
yet  still  they  are  gifts;  which  should  make  us  satisfied  with  the  portion 
allotted  us,  without  repining  at  what  is  dented  r  for  we  have  always  some 
choice  in  our  actions,  imd  strength  to  perform  something  of  what  we  dis- 
cern ;  if  we  con  do  nothing  else,  we  may  solace  ourselves  with  the  reflection 
of  having  made  some  use  of  the  glimpses  of  light  and  pittance  of  vigour 
afibrded  us,  which  will  encourage  na  to  make  a  further  use  of  them,  as  often 


13.  These  articles  of  faith  strongly  riveted  in  the  mind,  so  as  to  become 
habitual  prevailing  persuasions,  must.  I  concave,  nourish  and  strengthen 
tiioee  satisfactory  and  useful  sentiments  spoken  of  in  $  1 1,  whereon  depend 
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content,  ht^,  Belf-approbation,  prudence,  and  benevolence ;  which,  in  a- 
closC'tbinling  person,  can  hardly  stand  secure  and  stable  without  them. 
For  to  each  an  one,  the  bare  (ondion  of  authority  or  general  reception  will 
not  always  sufGce ;  the  notion  of  opinions  and  practice«  good  in  themselvea 
without  reference  to  use,  will  often  prove  a  hallow  foundation,  nor  can 
Bucb  reference  be  carried  along  npon  ecAid  ground  without  just  and  rational 
ideas  of  the  supreme  Being ;  from  whose  character  alone  we  can  gather 
anything  with  asBorance  concerning  things  unseen,  or  the  relation  our  pre- 
sent at^  and  transactions  bear  thereto,  llierefore  they  appear  to  roe- 
fundamentala  of  natural  Religion :  but  as  the  pious  and  judicious  Chilling- 
worth  has  obeerved,  fondaraentals  are  not  universal ;  the  same  tenets  being 
such  to  one  man  which  are  not  so  to  another,  according  to  their  respective 
apprdienuon  of  thinga,  and  modcj  of  their  understanding. 

Therefore  if  any  man  finds  another  theory  of  universal  Nature,  its  laws 
and  relatJons,  di^rent  In  any  particulars  from  that  above  sketched  out, 
more  satisfactory  to  his  reason,  more  e&ctnally  to  inrare  him  a  steady 
peace  of  mind  in  all  situaticois,  to  carry  bim  through  any  difficulty,  danger, 
or  self-denial,  in  pursuit  of  ■  greater  remote  good,  and  enable  him  to 
forego  any  present  pleasure  or  private  advantage  for  the  certwn  profit  of 
the  public ;  let  him  regard  it  in  the  list  of  fundamentals  to  him  :  only  let 
him  ttot  rest  in  the  conviction  o(  his  understanding,  but  by  frequent  me- 
ditation and  other  methods  he  shall  judge  expedient,  work  it  into  an  ha- 
bitual sentiment  that  may  rise  spontaaeously  upon  occasion,  and  make  his 
theory  pTMtical,  so  as  to  have  an  infinence  upon  his  ordinary  thougbta  and 
motives. 

14.  But  there  is  no  good  thing  which  has  not  its  imperfections  and  its 
oppoute  evils,  which  are  as  peniicious  as  the  good  are  salutary,  and  there- 
fore ought  industiionaly  to  be  guarded  against.  I  have  laid  down  that 
a  persuasion,  .to  be  £aith,  must  be  right,  and  it  must  be  strong :  it  is  not 
right  when  it  leads  to  sentiments  oontrary  to  those  before  specified  as 
satisfactory  and  nsefiil,  and  then  may  be  called  a  heresy  or  anti-funda- 
mental ;  and  I  think  it  is  the  truest  test  of  heresy  to  examine  whether  it 
must  natorally  tend  to  make  us  dissatisfied  with  ourselves,  careless  of  our 
real  interest,  and  regardless  of  one  another.  If  we  could  settle  the  list  of 
fundamentals,  whatever  opinion  opposite  thereto  catches  strong  hold  on 
the  judgment,  so  as  to  be  regarded  as  a  certain  truth,  must  be  counted 
heretical :  but  though  it  may  be  difficult  to  ascertain  everything  precisely 
that  is  BO,  yet  in  some  particulars  one  can  hardly  be  mistaken. 

When  we  entertain  narrow  notions  of  Nature  or  of  the  Deity,  ascribing 
an  original  power  to  Chance  and  Necessity,  or  imagining  God  partial,  vin- 
dictive, arbitrary,  having  an  interest  to  serve  upon  ui  for  the  advancement 
<A  his  glory,  straitened  in  his  good  purposes  by  an  nncontrollable  nature 
of  things,  or  scattering  his  blessings  sparingly  to  a  few  only  oat  of  innu- 
merable multitudes :  ^is  will  unavoidably  fiO  us  with  fears  and  suspicions 
of  mischief  to  come,  doubts  and  distnista  concerning  the  rectitude  of  our 


The  doctrine  we  are  too  commonly  bred  np  in  and  find  generally  esta- 
blished among  mankind,  that  hi^ineas  lies  in  the  indulgence  of  present 
desires,  confines  our  views  to  the  ground  just  before  us,  and  effectually 
destroys  that  faith  in  the  desirableness  of  remote  advantages,  which  is  the 
vital  blood  and  sinews  of  prudence.  You  shall  hear  people  value  them- 
selves u^n  their  volnptnousness,  their  idleness,  their  exquisite  taste  of 
pleasures,  their  aversion  to  labour  and  self-denhil  of  every  lund ;  and  whac 
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wu  oT^iDBlly  in  appetite  shsred  in  oommon  with  the  bnttea,  beoomei  a 
deliberate  dioke  of  the  judgment,  a  lettled  scheme  of  conduct,  a  rnUng 
prinriple  of  actioD. 

Not  does  vanity  fail  of  prodndng  many  heretical  tentimcnta :  children 
are  brought  up  from  their  infancy  in  a  high  coaoeit  of  themselves,  their 
condition  aod  endowments ;  thtir  despise  everything  around  them  as  trivial, 
•ordid,  and  wretched ;  they  think  merit  and  the  title  to  happiness  pecnliiaiy 
thor  own.  This  must  give  them  an  unfavonrable  idea  of  nature,  wherem 
they  can  tee  ao  very  little  worth  the  having :  if  things  happen  cross  wHb 
them,  they  murmur  gainst  Frovidence,  of  whose  goodness  they  can  form 
no  conception  unle«e  in  an  oninterrapted  partiality  to  themselves ;  and  be^in 
to  fear  the  world  is  not  administered  juMly,  because  things  napleasing  are 
permitted  to  fidl  iqKin  inch  precious  creatures.  They  are  incapaUe  of  a 
sentiment  of  benevolence,  as  deeming  none  worthy  regard  except  their  own 
sweet  persona,  and  some  few  ftivonrites  mimstering  to  their  pleasures,  or 
resembling  themselves.  Their  habit  of  drawing  everything  to  th^  own 
centre  miJces  them  look  npon  all  labour  as  lost  that  is  laid  out  in  the  aer- 
vice  of  another,  as  hearty  good-will  cannot  well  subsist  with  contempt,  dier 
can  bear  none  to  mankind  in  general,  whom  they  utterly  despise,  as  having 
nothing  suitable  to  their  own  taste  and  customs :  the  duty  peaMnt  is  below 
their  notice,  because  he  has  not  the  dress  and  breeding  of  a  gentleman ; 
the  Chinese  and  Tartar  is  not  worth  a  thought  of  what  becomes  of  them, 
because  they  know  none  of  the  En^ith  modes ;  the  Negro  may  be  treated 
like  a  beast,  because  he  is  bladt  and  blnbber'Iipped ;  and  tite  beasts  may 
be  abused,  mangled,  and  tortured,  for  convenience,  pleasure,  oi  fancy,  with 
as  little  scruple  as  we  saw  the  trees  into  boards,  because  they  camwt  ex- 
postulate wltii  OS,  oor  retaliate. 

15.  The  imperi'ection  of  faith  is  not  owing  to  its  erroneoomess,  but  ita 
&intness :  many  people  have  their  understandings  set  rightly  enough,  and 
assent  to  the  most  important  truths  sincerely,  withoat  hesitation ;  but  their 
assent  is  like  the  Hght  of  objects  through  a  mist,  and  leaves  a  seoet  sos- 
picion  and  mistrust  that  perbsfis  they  may  not  be  true,  though  without 
any  apparent  reason  to  doubt  of  their  truth.  This,  as  we  have  observed 
before,  is  only  a  dead  or  nominal,  not  a  real  or  lively  faith ;  and  is  so  fur 
from  removing  mauntaina,  that  it  cannot  remove  a  uiole-hill,  nor  overoome 
the  slightest  obstacle  of  appetite,  terror,  or  indolence. 

Several  causes  contribute  to  prevent  pereuauons  from  growing  to  their 
full  strength ;  om*  hastiQess  to  take  them  up  on  tmst  in  veneration  of  an- 
thority  or  compliance  with  custom,  before  we  have  well  digested  them,  or 
examined  the  weight  of  the  authority,  or  sources  of  the  custom,  or  endea- 
voured to  support  them  by  foundations  from  our  own  fond.  The  fallibility 
of  human  reasrai,  which  makes  us  loath  to  hazard  anything  upon  its  clearest 
dedaons,  unless  confirmed  by  actual  expedience ;  the  necessary  attendance 
to  the  common  business  of  life,  and  expedience  of  taking  cere  firat  of  tbe 
concerns  nearest  at  hand,  which  perpetually  draw  off  our  thoi^hts  from 
remote  objects  and  eitenaive  scenes. 

Beudes  this,  our  articles  sometimes  seem  to  clash  :  the  due  regard  to  our 
own  interests  obligee  us  to  cross,  to  disappoint,  to  contend  with  other  per- 
sons, even  to  punish  and  put  them  to  hard  service,  and  to  forbear  aome 
things  tending  to  the  public  weal  c  wherein  Prudence  appears  to  stand  at 
variance  with  Benevolence.  The  absolute  dominion  of  I^ovideace,  ordering 
all  things  for  the  best,  may  seem  to  supersede  the  ose  of  our  ovni  delibera- 
tion and  industry ;  the  ultimate  equality  of  all  may  give  us  an  apprehension 
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that  oar  raoceu  tspon  &e  whde  viU  be  tlie  Bane,  whether  we  behave  well 
ov  ill :  SB  on  die  other  buid,  the  constant  experienoe  in  this  world,  and 
ratiooal  espectationB  of  the  next,  that  the  conations  of  men  depend  upon 
tbeir  own  management,  may  tend  in  our  judgment  to  overthrow  the  doc- 
trines of  Providence  and  Eqnalitj. 

While  OUT  opbions  thoe  interfere,  they  mutt  neceaaarily  weaken  and 
discreidit  one  another,  keep  xa.  wavering  between  two,  onoertain  whether  of 
them  to  prefer :  ia  which  case  some  appetite  or  secret  indination  generally 
steps  in  to  cast  the  balance,  and  the  Nupicion  of  this  makes  ns  perpetually 
mistmBtfol  of  our  condnrt.  Wtierefore,  to  obviate  socb  inconveniences,  it 
will  be  expedient  frequently  to  compare  our  sentiments  together,  to  work 
them  into  one  regular  body,  having  no  discordance  among  the  parts,  bat 
rather  mutually  depending  upon  each  other.  For  which  puqMMe  it  may  be 
helpful  to  rccoUect  what  has  been  ofiered  req>ectiTeIy  upon  thoee  seemingly 
clashing  tenets  in  the  former  parts  of  this  work ;  wherem  endeavours  have 
been  used  to  reconcile  them  in  perfect  harmony  together:  to  show  that  they 
tend  jointly  to  one  end,  the  advancement  <tf  bi^pinese,  and  stand  opon  one 
bottom,  experience  of  human  and  external  nature,  together  with  the  obser- 
vations  and  reasonings  cleariy  flowing  therefrom. 

1 G.  Bnt  these  reasonings  proceed  by  stqw  from  one  discovery  to  another, 
and  the  jnotness  of  each  subsequent  deduction  d^ends  upcui  that  of  the 
preceding :  hence  it  happens  that  there  are  always  some  intermediate  spe- 
colative  opinions,  which,  thoogh  yielding  no  direct  profit  themselves,  yet 
serve  to  support  and  corroborate  our  fnndamentals.  For  upon  contempla- 
tion of  them,  our  artides  of  faith  will  become  convictionB  of  reason  :  bnt 
conviction  is  the  best  and  sorest  basis  whereon  to  erect  persuasion,  and  by 
being  frequently  run  over  in  the  thoughts,  will  establish  it  most  strongly. 
Such  of  these  specnlative  opinii»s  tben  as  are  the  premises  necessary  to 
work  conviction  of  an  article,  we  may  style  secondary  or  relative  fanda- 
mentals,  as  having  a  near  connection  with  the  essential ;  and  deserve  to  be 
well  examined  first,  and  then  thoroughly  fixed  in  the  mind,  that  they  may 
•ccnr  readily  upon  occasion,  without  donbt  or  distrust  of  their  tmth. 

I  have  been  carefol  all  along  in  the  conrse  of  these  inquiries,  to  seek  for 
what  might  redound  to  good  profit;  and  how  much  soever  I  may  be 
thought  to  have  dealt  in  carious  specalations,  am  not  conscious  of  having 
porsued  any  that  appeared  mere  empty  cuiiofiiUes,  or  improper  for  remote 
fonndadnns  whereon  to  boild  nst^l  and  salutary  doctrines.  Among  these 
secondary  fundamentals  I  reckon  on  the  individuality  of  the  hnman  mind  or 
person :  the  faculties  of  perception  and  volition  being  primary  properties  of 
the  individual,  the  nonenti^  of  cliance,  the  certainty  of  free  actions,  the 
dependence  of  freewill  npon  motives,  and  those  upon  antecedent  canees.  the 
right  exercise  of  our  freedom  being  the  channel  whaeby  good  is  conveyed 
to  US,  the  doctrine  of  universal  Providence,  the  derivation  of  virtue  from  the 
provisions  of  Heaven,  through  the  channel  of  hnman  volition,  the  Attribute 
of  E^oity,  the  foundation  <^  Justice  upm  expedience,  the  s[Mitnal  body 
surviving  the  carnal,  and  rendering  us  capable  of  preparation  for  the  next 
life,  because  there  can  be  no  preparation  nor  alteration  in  an  indiridual:  the 
conformity  of  mouidpal  laws  respecting  mankind  with  the  oniversal  re- 
specting created  beings  in  general,  whereby  the  former  become  our  direction 
how  to  conduct  ourselves  agreeably  to  the  latter. 

Hese  points  appear  to  me  clearly  dedncible  from  the  knowledge  we  may 
gain  by  experience,  and  are  the  pillars  without  which  I  could  not  support 
the  more  important  articles  before  specified,  nor  give  them  a  solid  coniiatenco 
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in  m;  luidcntandiiig :  therefore  moat  look  upon  them  u  deeerving  to  h» 
tborougbly  considered  and  firmly  fixed  id  mind  among  the  Deceaaary 
Gredenda  of  philoBophic  Faith.  Bat  ainoe  the  noderatanduigs  of  men  are 
variouely  constituted,  whoever  can  aatiafy  himsdf  in  hia  fimdamentala  opon 
other  principles,  may  rq^ard  thoae  I  have  laid  down  as  mere  epetnilationB, 
for  I  did  not  propose  them  for  any  intiinac  ralue  they  mig^t  be  gnppoeed 
to  contain,  but  only  for  the  salutary  perauuions  folloning  from  them : 
therefor:'  they  become  fiindameotals  or  not,  according  to  the  conaequencea 
they  will  naturally  produce  in  the  minde  of  particular  peraons.  For  use 
and  happinesa  are  the  sole  points  ultimately  to  be  considered,  and  whatever 
theory  tends  most  effectually  to  setmre  a  conatant  serenity  of  mind  and 
ateady  industry  in  the  prosecution  of  our  own  intoest  and  the  good  of 
others,  is  the  moat  valuable,  and  moat  carefolly  to  be  cultivated. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  this  defect  in  all  philosophic  Credenda,  that  they 
cannot  obtain  a  general  reception  even  among  the  thoughtful,  but  each  man 
baa  hia  own  set  peculiar  to  himself,  which  must  greatly  retard  and  weaken 
their  effect.  For  Imagination,  wtiich  we  have  shown  to  be  the  seat  of  faith, 
<he  clearest  convictions  of  onderetanding  not  deserving  that  name  until 
they  have  made  a  firm  lodgement  there,  is  a  sensitive  &calty  :  it  will  not 
follow  die  sorest  gmdaoce  of  reason  without  assistance  of  some  mechanical 
operation.  Wherefore  twenty  men  may  easier  persuade  one  another  into 
anything  by  the  mechanical  workings  of  sympathy,  that  is,  by  continnally 
chiming  together  in  the  same  notion,  than  one  man  can  est&Mish  it  firmly 
in  himself  by  the  force  of  his  understanding,  among  nineteen  dissentients. 

Since  then  imagination  so  hardly  follows  understanding  when  most 
vigorous,  what  can  we  expect  it  to  do  in  the  bulk  o(  mankind,  who  want 
leisure  and  opportunity  for  improving  their  faculties  to  full  mataTity  ?  They 
moat  necessarily  take  up  thnr  opinions  upon  trust,  but  not  knowing  whom 
to  trust,  would  have  no  opinions  at  all,  nor  other  goidance  than  their  own 
accidental  foncies.  Were  men  ofthonght  unanimous  in  one  scheme  of  natural 
Religion,  they  might  eawly  draw  the  reat  of  the  world  after  them  i  and 
were  that  scheme  a  good  one,  it  might  perhapa  answer  all  the  porpoaea 
wanted  from  it ;  but  this  is  not  likely  to  ht^>pen  in  oar  days,  nor  the  days 
of  our  children,  or  children's  children.  Why  then  should  we  not  rather 
choose  to  effect  the  same  purposes  by  the  opinions  publicly  established 
among  ns,  which  are  so  eauly  applicable  thereto,  and  which  Divine  Fravi- 
dence  a{>pears  to  have  directed,  by  having  given  them  so  general  admission  ? 
only  taking  care  to  prevent  tfa^  being  tamed  by  perverse  miarepreaenta- 
tiona,  as  too  frequently  bas  been  done,  to  opposite  purposes. 

1 7 .  Men  in  general,  as  i  observed  just  now,  take  up  their  opiaimis  upon 
trust,  either  from  the  aathority  of  peisons  they  revere,  or  example  of  per- 
aona  among  whom  they  continually  converse ;  and  are  more  confident  in  the 
certainty  of  what  they  take  this  way,  than  any  philosopher  in  the  discove- 
riea  of  his  soence;  yet  they  will  be  more  secure  to  continue  firm  and  unshaken 
if  enabled  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  tliat  ia  in  them.  Bat  the  reasons 
to  work  effecUally  upon  them  most  be  soch  as  will  tally  with  the  model  of 
their  understanding,  to  which  the  nice  investigations  of  nature  can  scarce  be 
rendered  intelligible,  nor  the  fine  lines  of  connection  running  among  them 
diaoemible ;  th^  can  much  easier  apprehend  the  evidencea  ^  focta,  and  be 
made  sensible  of  the  conclnsiona  resulting  therefrom. 

The  belief  of  miracles,  signs,  and  wonders,  having  been  Actually  worked 
by  almighty-  Power,  of  remote  events  having  been  foretoM,  tmmediate  reve 
lations  vouchsafed  to  particular  penoos,  of  God  having  united  himself  to 
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ooe  nun  to  as  that  all  the  acts  and  words  of  that  man  were  tHe  acta  and 
words  of  God,  and  this  done  in  transcendent  mercy  for  restoring  the  hDman 
race  from  a  state  of  misery  to  a  state  of  hapinness,  hia  having  declared  life 
and  immortality  open  to  aH,  and  risen  from  the  dead  as  an. earnest  of  our 
resurrection,  the  promise  cS  divine  assistance  to  co-operate  with  oar  endea* 
vonrs,  the  persuasion  of  onr  minds  sometimes  actoally  feeling  the  efiect  of 
such  assistance,  the  strong  injunctions  to  resist  all  inordinate  passion  and 
^petite,  and  allnrement  of  present  pleasure,  to  bear  an  universal  good-will 
to  our  fellow-creatores ;  to  expect  ample  reward  for  every  conquest  over 
ourselves,  and  every  good  office  performed, tu  one  another,  to  do  all  things 
for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  placing  that  glory  in  a  lively  sense  of  bia 
Omnipotence,  his  never  sleeping  Providence,  his  mercy,  his  loving-kindness, 
his  righteousness  and  hc^ess,  ordering  fdl  his  dispensationa  for  oar  good, 
so  that  no  evil  shall  be&ll  as  but  he  will  with  the  temptation  also  m^e  a 
way  to  escape,  that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it :  the  firm  behef  of  these  points 
must,  in  the  dullest  apprehensioiiB,  beget  a  persuauon  instigating  to  the 
practice  of  prudence  and  benevolence,  and  render  such  practice  a  perpetual 
source  of  content,  and  hope,  and  self-satisfitction. 

The  authority  of  the  Smptares,  dictated  by  the  unerring  wisdom  of  God, 
shorten  the  way  to  osefnl  knowledge  within  a  length  that  the  weakest  facol- 
ties  can  hold  out ;  and  prove  a  readier,  plainer  guide  in  matters  of  doctrine 
or  duty,  than  the  beet  enlightened  homan  reason  pursuing  its  course  by  long 
iotricaie  dednctions  of  one  consequence  from  another :  so  that  whereas  it 
was  a  common  saying  among  the  philosophers,  that  truth  lies  hidden  at  the 
bottom  of  the  well ;  the  firmly-rooted  Christian  may  say,  that  aU  necessary 
tniths  are  raised  up  to  the  surface  by  the  written  word,  where  they  stand 
ai^)arent  in  such  legible  characters  as  that  be  who  runs  may  read. 

18.  It  does  not  fidl  within  my  province  to  examine  the  evidences  whereon 
the  authority  of  Scripture  is  founded,  nor  truth  of  the  &cts,  and  peculiar 
doctrines  recorded  there ;  this  is  the  proper  business  of  divines,  to  whom  I 
shall  leave  it :  I  mean  no  more  than  to  attempt  a  rational  explanation  of 
what  has  been  there  inculcated  concerning  the  necessity  and  efSoicy  of  faith, 
by  h«lp  of  the  principles  already  maintained  in  this  Chapter ;  agreeably  to 
my  general  purpose  of  working  a  reconcilement  between  Season  and  Reve- 
lation in  those  points  wherein  they  have  been  set  at  widest  variance  by 
unbelievers.  In  order  whereto  it  will  be  expedient  to  tonch  upon  that  con- 
troversy formerly  much  agitated  among  Chnstians,  relating  to  the  preference 
between  Faith  and  Works,  whether  of  the  two  operates  immediately  to  onr 
benefit,  or  is  recomroendable  only  for  the  sake  of  the  other.  Which  never- 
theless I  take  to  be  a  needless,  unprofitable  question  :  for  since  faith  and 
works  most  constantly  go  together,  it  is  not  at  all  material  which  of  them 
is  the  valuable  posocooion,  because  whoever  has  them  both  may  be  sure  of 
having  the  right ;  and  whoever  falla  de&dent  in  one  deceives  himself  if  he 
thinks  he  has  the  other. 

Yet  how  unavailing  soever  the  determination  of  this  point  may  be  for 
common  use  in  the.  conduct  of  life,  I  ^prehend  it  may  throw  some  Ugbt 
upon  the  subject  of  oar  present  inquiry.  If  then  by  Benefit  be  meant  such 
as  we  can  receive  npon  earth,  I  must  dearly  give  the  preference  to  works : 
for  the  benefit  redounding  to  me  from  anotiier,  depends  upon  the  greatness 
of  the  servicee  he  does  me,  not  at  all  upon  his  intention,  or  persuasion  of  its 
being  a  duty ;  and  his  intention  is  no  otherwise  valuable  to  me  than  as  it 
prompts  him  to  do  the  services,  which,  provided  they  be  effectually  done,  it 
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IB  kll  one  whether  they  were  done  out  of  good-nSl,  or  vanity,  or  self-intereet, 
or  through  mietake. 

It  IB  commonly  laid  that  a  man  had  bettn  have  a  knave  for  his  steward  thst 
a  fool ;  becsnae  the  one  will  only  cheat  yon  hmisclf,  bat  the  other  will  loffer 
everybody  else  to  cheat  yon.  And  the  caae  b  the  MBe  with  respect  to  a 
man's  management  of  his  own  intereata  in  the  world,  whidi  be  will  pnrsne 
more  successfully  by  Imving  Urge  abilitiea,  than  ari^ttdiipoaiiaon  of  mind. 

Bnt  with  respect  to  our  intereata  in  fntnrity,  which  are  incomparably 
rooi«  valuable,  the  case  is  widely  different ;  for  thon^  it  be  said  oar  works 
follow  us,  it  is  the  remembrance  of  them  only  &a,t  f^lows,  to  he  an  evidence 
of  the  disposition  and  tenor  of  mind  producing  them ;  fix*  the  works  them- 
selves can  yield  nothing  advantageous  to  oar  condition  then,  nor  fumiah 
materials  we  shall  be  capable  of  enjoying.  Whether  <v  no  I  can  impro>vB 
my  own  or  my  ndglitxiuT's  health,  or  fortune,  or  reputation,  or  learning, 
or  pleasures,  it  will,  be  all  one  to  both  a  hundred  years  hence ;  any  farther 
than  as  the  making  such  improvements  are  exercises  of  mj  own  virtues,  or 
give  bim  larger  opportunities  for  the  exerdaea.  ot  bis.  Tlierefore  in  esti- 
mating the  goodness  of  actions,  the  motive  and  temper  of  mind  wherewith 
tbey  were  performed,  where  it  can  be  certainly  known,  is  the  sole  thing  to 
be  considered :  no  nutter  whether  the  good  done  be  great  or  small,  if  ti» 
benevolence  were  hearty  and  strong,  the  deed  is  of  equal  valoe  to  ti>e 
performer. 

We  know,  the  widow  who  cast  in  her  two  mites,  which  make  a  fiutiuDg, 
to  charitable  uses,  was  declared  to  have  given  more  than  the  ridi  men  wlra 
threw  in  their  talents,  that  is,  more  productive  of  good  effects  in  the  next 
world,  though  certainly  less  beneficial  to  the  poor  receiving  it  in  this ;  and 
that  greater  profit  arose  wholly  from  her  greater  zeal,  which  prompted 
her  to  part  with  all  that  she  had  beyond  that  of  the  rich  men  who  gave  of 
their  abondance  :  and  had  the  widow,  at  she  was  going  alrag  to  the  trea- 
sury, found  a  purse  of  gold,  though  she  might  have  done  more  good  there- 
with tlmi  she  could  with  her  farthing,  she  would  not  have  been  tiie  better 
woman,  nor  have  found  anything  in  the  purse  to  add  a  grain  to  the  |nety 
and  charity  she  brought  with  her  from  home.  * 

The  only  trne  estate  forever  we  can  purchase  by  our  care  and  diligence, 
Les  in  the  sentiments  of  the  heart,  for  the  virtue*  as  well  as  all  <Mher  de- 
Hires  depend  upon  oar  persuasions :  we  desire  things  accmrding  to  the  ideas 
of  them  in  our  imagination ;  not  indeed  always  according  to  the  conviction 
of  our  reason,  for  this  does  not  always  beget  an  apprehension  in  tite  in- 
ternal sense  equal  to  itself,  but  whatever  we  strongly  appr^end  will  be 
good  and  satis&ctory  in  the  possession,  never  fails  to  excite  oar  desire : '  so 
that  Hoc^  as  our  habitual  persnaaioo*  are,  toch  will  be  our  prevailing  desires, 
and  such  our  ordinary  tenor  of  conduct.  Hence  it  appears  that  F^ith,  taken 
in  its  utmost  extent,  including  every  salutary  persuasion,  is  the  only  poa- 
sesaion  primarily  valuable;  and  good  works  depending  in  great  measare 
upon  opportunitiea  and  external  causes,  can  no  otherwise  be  placed  to  Ute 
credit  of  our  account  than  as  they  manifest  it,  and  as  the  practice  of  thcaa 
cmtribntee  moat  of  anything  to  invigorate  and  increaae  it. 

19.  If  it  be  asked  in  what  manner  &ith  vrill  operate  to  our  fotore  benefit, 
the  pious  Christian  has  a  ready  answer,  that  it  is  by  engaging  the  bonntifal 
favour  of  God  towards  us :  for  having  promised  that  whoever  believeA 
shall  be  saved,  he  will  reward  all  such  as  have  obeyed  his  voice  and  trusted 
in  his  word,  giving  them  eternal  life  and  unspeakable  happiness,  by  his  own 
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immediate  act  and  almighty  Power.  Bat  aince  thia  aoswer  may  not  telitij 
•ome,  wbo  fiucy  that  God  doea  nothing  nnless  bjr  the  instrumentality  of 
•econd  cnuee,  and  by  certain  stated  laws  of  nature,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
■bow  a  jnvbabilitjr,  that  b«  hai  actnaUy  made  such  provision  of  causee,  in 
the  GOOBtitntion  ot  the  hnmin  frame,  as  that  oar  persoasions  here  naturally 
affiMt  oar  condition  hereafter. 

It  is  genoally  holden  upon  the  best  antborities,  as  well  of  reason  as  reli- 
gion, and  ha<  been  confirmed  by  several  observations  in  fbrmer  chapters, 
tiaat  this  life  ii  a  preparation  for  the  next :  now  one  cannot  well  imagine  a 
preparalaon  made,  niiless  by  some  ahemtion  or  better  disposition  of  parts ; 
but  what  change  or  new  duposition  of  parts  can  take  place  in  an  individaal 
which  has  no  part*  ?  FVom  whence  it  seenu  necessarily  to  follow,  that  the 
human  soul,  when  departed  from  the  body,  remains  still  a  compound,  con- 
•istiDg  of  an  individual  spirit,  vitally  nnited  to  some  material  system,  serv- 
ing it  for  oigans  of  perception  and  instruments  of  action,  as  our  limbs  and 
bodily  sensee  serve  as  npon  earth ;  and  in  this  system  the  preparation  is 
made,  by  disposing  it  for  better  performing  tiie  functionB  that  will  be  wanted 
from  it  hereafter.  For  being,  while  enclosed  in  the  body,  the  inner  chamber 
we  inhabit,  and  mediom  whereby  we  receive  all  our  sensatioos  from  ex- 
ternal obiecta,  or  reflections  occarring  from  om:  imagination,  and  beginning 
the  motions  propagated  onward  to  our  limba,  or  bringing  op  ideas  boTore  as 
in  voluntary  reflection,  it  mnit  be  effected  by  whatever  passes  with  us  here. 
IVansient  senBationi  and  motions  may  be  sapposed  to  aflittt  it  for  the  mo- 
ment  only  of  their  action ;  but  habitual  persuaaons,  casting  op  th^  ideas 
constantly  in  the  same  train,  are  likely  to  work  a  durable  effect,  difqiosing 
the  fibtes,  sliaping  the  limbs,  and  determining  the  powers  of  the  qnritnal 
body :  so  that  it  will  go  out  differently  formed  and  capaatated  according 
to  the  mould  wlierein  it  has  lain,  and  according  to  the  impresBitms  received 
from  the  thoughts,  and  words,  and  deeds  flawing  from  good  or  evil  habits. 
And  this  way  it  may  be  easily  understood,  how  we  may  lay  up  treaenres  in 
heaven  by  means  <^  a  strong  and  lively  &ith,  exemplified  in  the  steady 
practice  oiF  all  good  works  we  have  ability  and  opportunity  to  perfonn. 

20.  For  though  we  have  seen  that  great  works  are  of  none  avail  in 
themselves  to  our  future  benefit,  yet  are  they  the  proper  test  whereby  to 
by  tbe  genainenesa  of  our  ^th :  for  all  persuasions  are  not  faith ;  some  of 
them  are  merely  speculative,  and  indifferott,  others  are  pernicious,  and  de- 
straotive  of  oar  fimir»  interests.  But  we  can  make  no  anatomical  or  phy- 
sical discoveries  of  the  Hpiritoal  body,  to  instruct  ns  how  it  lies  enclosed  in 
the  corporeal  machine,  with  what  nerves  it  connects,  what  bains  of  thought 
or  action  of  the  animal  SfHrits  will  contribate  to  give  it  health  and  vigour, 
or  to  enfeeble  and  disorder  it :  nor  can  we  come  at  any  serviceable  know- 
ledge concerning  H,  nnleas  from  the  same  ground  wfao-ecm  we  may  judge 
of  all  other  thi^;s  uiJcnown  and  unseen ;  I  mean  the  idea  of  tiiat  Power 
who  is  the  maker  and  diqmser  of  things  viable  and  invnsible,  and  has  dis- 
posed them  both  upon  one  plan,  so  as  to  make  the  former  our  direction  for 
the  measures  relative  to  the  latter. 

Prom  hence  we  may  ratioQaUy  conohide,  that  whatever  pemasions  best 
promqte  the  happiness  of  hmnan  life,  introdncing  a  constant  serenity  of 
mind  and  steady  industry  in  the  prosecution  of  our  own  and  eacli  other'a 
intenatc,  ihU  prove  the  most  salutary  and  nonriahing  to  the  qtiritnal  body, 
m  little  ftetos  forming  and  fashioning  within  ns.  'nerefore  jnat  and  lively 
Mntimcnts  of  God,  of  hia  Attributes,  his  Providence,  and  administration  of 
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both  worlds,  adapting  the  laws  of  each  to  the  mei  of  the  other,  may  b* 

deemed  the  fundamental  of  natural  Religion,  and  the  trae  saving:  Faith. 

If  we  have  reconrae  to  the  ScriptureH,  we  ahall  find  there  the  faith  in 
Clirist  declared  to  be  a  fundamental  vithont  which  no  man  can  be  saved; 
and  certainly  what  God  has  declared  necessary  must  be  acknowledged  so 
without  dispute ;  for  even  supposing  faith  to  operate  by  natural  means,  be 
best  knows  the  constitution  of  the  spiritual  body,  and  what  will  prove  ad- 
vantageous to  it :  therefore  nane  who  believes  the  Scriptnrea  to  be  the  word 
of  God,  can  doubt  of  thia  being  a  fandamental.  But  we  have  seen  towards 
the  close  of  our  Chapter  upon  the  l^ity,  that  fundamentala  are  of  two 
lorta ;  those  essentially,  such  as  operating  directly  to  our  benefit,  and  those 
derivatively  fundamentala,  becaose  necessary  to  support  the  former,  and  de- 
riving their  value  from  the  others  which  they  support :  the  question  thai 
is,  whether  hith  in  Christ  and  his  peculiar  doctrines  be  a  fimdamental  of 
the  first,  or  of  the  second  sort. 

If  we  observe  the  general  tenor  of  the  Scriptures,  without  laying  too  much 
stress  upon  single  detached  texts,  we  shall  find  them  reoommend  a  sober, 
righteous,  and  godly  life,  doing  the  Will  of  God,  and  reposing  a  full  trust 
in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  his  dispensations,  otherwise  nlled  Coming 
to  the  Father,  as  requisites  necessary  to  Salvatim.  But  we  can  come  to 
the  Father,  during  our  continuance  upon  earth,  none  otherwise  than  by 
entertaining  just  and  worthy  sentiments  of  him,  which  if  strong,  and  ha- 
bitually inculcated  upon  our  minds,  cannot  foil  of  producing  a  good  life, 
inclining  us  steadfastly  to  do  bis  Will,  and  inspiring  a  confidence  in  his 
protection  and  government.  Thus  we  see  that  coming  to  the  Father 
stands  as  a  fundamental  upon  the  authority  both  of  reason  and  Scripture, 
nor  have  we  ground  in  either  to  imagine,  that  it  is  not  the  sole  essentially 
fundamental,  completely  operating  to  salvation :  for  I  do  n<ft  recollect  it  is 
anywhere  expressed  in  the  Scriptures,  that  any  man  who  cometh  to  the 
Father,  by  what  way  soever  he  arrives,  shall  be  rqected  by  him. 

But  they  declare,  that  faith  in  Christ  is  the  only  way  by  which  we  can 
arrive  thither :  therefore  coming  to  the  Son  becomes  a  necessary  funda- 
mental, because  it  is  the  sole  passage  leading  into  that  which  was  origi- 
nally so. 

21.  There  are  people  who  conceit  themselves,  that  they  can  come  to 
the  father  without  passing  through  the  Son :  if  they  can,  I  shall  not  scruple 
to  pronounce  them  in  a  state  of  salvation ;  but  whether  they  can  or  no 
belongs  not  to  us  to  determine,  for  who  art  thou  that  judgest  another's 
servant  ?  to  his  own  master  he  standeth  or  failed,  Uur  Christian  charity, 
which  we  are  told  is  not  puffed  up,  seeketh  not  her  own,  but  believeth  aU 
things,  bopeth  all  things,  snd  thmketh  no  evil,  should  incline  us  to  jadga 
fovourably  of  our  fdlow-servants.  And  that  we  may  not  want  foundation 
so  to  do,  let  us  remember,  that  access  to  the  Fatha  is  obtained  by  gradual 
approaches,  some  of  whii^  must  be  previous  even  to  the  passage  tfarongh 
the  Son  :  for  he  has  told  himsdf,  that  no  man  can  come  to  the  Sou,  except 
the  Father  draw  him.  And  this  matter  stands  exemplified  in  ComeUns  the 
centurion,  who  was  accepted  of  God  while  yet  an  unbeliever ;  and  this 
distant  ai^roach  he  had  made  tmder  guidance  of  his  natural  lights,  procur- 
ing him  an  opening  into  the  «dy  way  leading  to  salvation.  Nor  have  we 
room  to  doubt  that  in  all  ages  there  have  been  and  still  are  many  Comelii 
in  the  world,  alike  accepted  of  God,  who  therefore  will  not  wi^tbold  from 
them  the  means  necessary  for  their  £ual  hqipinese ;  hot  since  he  has  not 
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vonchwfed  them  directioiu  by  an  Angel,  nor  proTided  a  Peter  at  band  to 
instnict  them  in  his  gospel,  we  may  depend  upon  hia  having  contrived 
other  methods  in  hie  laws  of  nature  and  courses  of  Providence,  which  shall 
prove  as  effiectnal  towuds  putting  them  into  the  right  way  of  life  and  im- 
mortality. 

I  shall  not  have  occasim  to  repe^  what  has  been  urged  in  the  1 3th, 
1 3tli,  and  1 4th  sections  of  the  last  Chatter ;  for  if  God  be  good,  and  would 
not  that  any  should  pmsh,  bnt  that  all  should  attain  everlasting  life,  and  if 
Ouist  be  the  only  sure  and  certain  way  thcretp,  both  which  we  must  be- 
liere  upon  the  anthority  of  the  gospel,  there  needs  little  ai^umentation  to 
prove,  that  this  will  sooner  or  later  be  opened  to  every  man ;  and  since 
there  is  a  degree  of  approach  towards  the  Father,  preparatory  to  the  passage 
throng  the  S<h),  we  ought  to  regard  those  to  whom  the  gospel  hu  never 
been  preached,  or  who  have  been  nnavoidably  drawn  away  by  bad  educa- 
tion or  ill  company  from  listening  to  it,  or  to  whom  the  doctrines  contained 
there  have  been  injudiciously  represented,  eo  as  to  make  them  repugnant  to 
ealm  and  unprqnihced  reason,  all  these  we  ought  to  regard  as  being  in  the 
preparatory  state  of  acceptance  before  God,  provided  we  find  they  have  sin- 
cerely endeavoured  to  approach  as  near  towards  him  as  the  natural  lights 
affonded  them  would  serve  to  direct.  And  though  we  must  not  believe 
them  actually  saved,  nor  yet  npon  the  road  to  salvation,  we  may,  consis- 
tently with  oar  Cbrislian  prindples,  esteem  them  travellera  equipped  with 
all  necessary  accoutrements  for  the  jowney,  and  ready  to  set  out  upoa 
the  right  roi&d,  whenever  an  opening  suitable  to  their  understanding  shall 
be  granted. 

In  the  meanwhile  it  wiU  become  ns  to  conuder  them  as  persons  interested 
in  the  same  hopes  with  ourselves,  though  perhaps  at  a  remoter  distance, 
who  will  one  day  become  our  fellow  travellera,  members  of  the  some  spi- 
ritual body  ;  and  to  forward  them  iu  their  approaches  to  the  Father,  by  all 
kind  of  good  offices  and  assistance  in  our  power  to  give,  or  their  capacity 
to  receive ;  joining  with  them  in  such  exercises  of  human  reason  as  wiU 
lead  into  the  pnrest  sentiments  of  natonl  Religion :  for  this  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  revealed :  and  this  way  we  may  be  helped  to  one  another,  with- 
oot  retarding  our  progress  in  any  other  knowledge  it  may  be  expedient  for 
us  to  attain. 

S3.  Bnt  our  main  concern  lies  with  the  rule  of  our  own  conduct,  not 
with  passing  coriooa  judgments  t^on  that  of  other  people :  therefore  we  to 
whom  the  truths  and  doctrines  ci  the  gospel  have  b^  propounded  in  a 
manner  satisfiictory  to  our  understanding,  and  who  stand  convinced  npon 
obcervatioa  of  human  oatore,  that  mankind  cannot  be  brought  into  right 
sentiments  of  the  Father  by  philosophical  speculations,  ought  diligently  to 
pursue  the  road  whereinto  we  have  been  granted  entrance :  for  whatever 
ways  there  may  be  for  other  persons,  this  is  our  only  vray  whereby  we  can 
attain  salvation.  NeveithelMs,  we  are  to  remember,  this  is  only  the-way, 
not  the  place  of  our  destination ;  and  he  who  sticks  in  the  way  might  as  wdl 
aevtr  have  entered  npon  it. 

For  &ith  in  the  Father  would  suffice  without  faith  in  the  Son,  were  there 
a  possibility  of  attaining  it  without ;  had  we  not  been  lapsed  creatures,  we 
should  have  wanted  no  redemption,  and  consequently  could  have  known  of 
none  to  believe  in ;  and  since  we  have  promise  of  the  Comforter,  who  will 
teach  us  all  things,  it  is  possible  he  may  one  day  so  rectify  and  strengthen 
the  understandings  of  mankind,  as  that  the  light  of  their  reason  alone  may 
lead  them  into  just  sentiments  of  God,  vrithout  the  peculiar  doctrines  and. 
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instrnctionsof  the  gospel.  But  thts  time,  if  ever  it  ahaD  come  upon  eartb, 
ia  yet  far  remote  :  therefore  it  bebovea  ua  carefdty  to  dm  the  meuu  put 
into  our  hands  for  enlightening  lie  dulmeaa  and  nauating  the  wMknas*  of 
our  facnltiea. 

On  the  other  hand,  faith  in  Chriat,  without  coming  to  the  Father,  ia  of 
none  avail  to  any  :  the  devils  believe  uid  tremble,  but  tlieir  faith  proves 
a  torment  to  them,  becaaae  they  have  not  a  right  faith  in  God,  as  aj^iears 
manifest  Axim  their  inveterate  malice  and  indefatigable  apposition  against 
the  provieions  of  his  government ;  and  Chriat  himself  declarea,  that  if  any 
has  so  Strang  faith  in  him  as  to  prophecy,  to  cast  oat  devils,  to  do  many 
mighty  works  in  his  name,  yet  if  they  be  workers  of  iniquity,  which  indi- 
catea  their  want  of  a  sound  ftith  in  God,  he  will  thrust  them  from  him  aa 
aliens  and  reprobates.  From  hence  we  may  leara  not  to  place  oar  depend- 
ence on  orthodoxy,  or  zeal  in  defmdiog  it,  or  praying,  paafan-nngiog, 
reading,  meditating,  or  the  punctual  performance  of  religions  inatitotiona 
and  ceremonies ;  bB  whidi  are  of  no  value  otherwise  than  as  a  means  to 
strengthen  in  na  proper  sentiments  of  God  and  his  Providence,  aitd  these 
sentiments,  if  attained,  will  infallibly  show  themselves  in  our  practioai 
therefore  in  oil  our  religions  dnties  we  ought  to  regard  the  influence  they 
will  have  npon  onr  temper  of  mind  and  oar  practice,  and  may  judge  of  their 
propriety  by  the  eBect  we  find  them  take  thereupon ;  for  ye  atiAil  know 
men  by  theu:  worlu. 

Neverthelesa,  it  is  not  works,  but  foith  that  operates  to  salnOion  ;  Hwre- 
fore  no  man  need  disturb  himself  that  he  cannot  riae  to  those  hc^iits  of 
virtue  and  deameas  of  understanding,  or  do  so  much  good,  aa  be  wishes ; 
for  the  disporition  and  perauaaions  of  the  mind  are  as  well  evinced  id  small 
abilities  aa  in  great.  A  right  faith  is  compatible  with  Ae  common  boainess 
and  tranaactiona  of  life  :  therefore  it  ia  a  apnrioua  piety,  that  makes  men 
desirous  to  lay  out  th^  whole  time  in  exercises  trf  devotion.  Whoever 
IKOsesses  just  notiona  of  God  must  believe  be  orders  aU  things  in  perfect 
wiadom :  since  then  he  in  his  providence  haa  placed  oa  in  a  situation  that 
renders  an  attention  neoesaary  to  onr  bodily  wants,  our  worldly  concerns. 
the  conveniences  and  even  pleaturea  of  our  fellow-neatnrea,  we  may  f  bow 
our  obedience  in  performing  these  little  oflices  with  innocence  and  pn^riety 
according  to  the  occasion,  as  well  aa  the  higher  duties  and  acts  of  Religion. 
For  we  are  servants  whose  business  it  is  to  fulfil  the  task  before  na ;  we 
must  not  expect  to  be  always  em|^oyed  in  attendance  upon  our  Uaater's 
|iersoii,  nor  onght  to  esteem  any  work  unprofitable  or  triBing,  whidi  tba 
present  circnrostances  we  are  placed  in  require  us  to  execute. 

S3.  From  what  baa  been  urged  in  the  last  sectioa  we  may  diaerve,  that, 
although  faith  be  the  sole  principle  operating  to  salvation,  yet  there  may 
be  faith  without  salvation.  The  Apostle  Jamea  aska.  If  a  man  aay  that  ha 
haa  faith,  can  faith  save  him  ?  Peter  exhorts  to  add  to  ytmr  faith  virtue, 
and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  so  forth  :  Paul  declarea  that  if  be  had  all 
&ith  BO  aa  to  remove  monntaina,  but  had  not  chanty,  he  were  nothing : 
and  a  greater  than  them  haa  declared  that  those  who  had  ao  great  faj&i  as 
to  work  mintdea  in  hia  name,  if  they  were  workera  ni  iniquity,  shall  never- 
theless be  rejected  at  the  last  day.  How  then  diall  we  reeoodle  tbcee 
seeming  eontradictiona.  Whosoever  believeth  shall  be  saved,  and  hath  eter- 
nal life ;  If  a  aaa  believe,  yet  his  faith  cannot  save  him,  he  moat  add  many 
«tber  things  to  it,  he  may  still  be  a  very  nothing,  and  rejected  at  the  la^ 
day  i  There  must  certainly  be  some  variation  of  sense  among  the  terms 
employed  in  these  pn^)oeitioiM ;  and  it  ia  most  likdy  to  be  fbuwl  in  that  of 
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tiie  word  Failli.  There  k  a  lively  and  a  dewl  faith,  a  right  faith  end  a  wrong 
faith,  or  heresy  ;  bat  this  observation  will  help  ue  little :  for  it  can  scarce 
be  aaapected  tl^t  the  &ith  •poken  of  in  the  testa  alladed  to  above  can  be 
understood  of  a  weak  or  heretical  faith. 

Let  oe  then  conaider  that  in  popular  langnage,  that  is,  in  the  language 
of  the  poor,  wherein  the  gospel  was  preached,  the  same  words  are  need  not 
only  for  things  a  little  different  firom  one  another,  but  often  for  different 
extenta  of  the  same  thing.  Thus  the  word  Church  stands  sometimes  for 
the  whole  body  of  Christiana,  as  when  we  bleas  ourselves  for  having  been 
bom  within  the  pale  of  the  Church :  sometimes  for  the  doctrine  and  dis- 
dpline  established  by  law,  as  when  we  distingnish  between  the  Church  and 
Diaaentera :  and  eometimea  for  the  Clergy  in  exclusion  of  the  Laity,  as 
when  we  talk  of  the  powers  or  revenues  of  the  Church.  In  like  manner 
&ith  is  employed  freqnottly  to  denote  the  belief  of  some  one  particular 
article,  and  aa  frequently  the  whole  system  of  religious  sentiments  which 
every  man  respectively  ia  capable  of  attaining :  in  which  latter  sense  only  it 
des^^ea  the  titie  of  a  saving  faith.  For  we  see  that  St.  Faol,  where  he 
speaks  of  Faith  in  the  restrained  sense,  calling  it  a  shield,  does  not  think 
that  alone  sufficient  to  enable  hia  Ephesians  to  stand  against  the  assaults  of 
tbe  devil,  bat  they  must  put  on  the  girdle,  the  breast-plate,  the  cuirass,  the 
beliBet,  the  sword,  and  all  those  weapons,  offensive  and  defensive,  which 
jrantly  compoae  the  panoply  or  complete  armour  of  God.  A  deficiency  in 
one  material  article  destroys  theeaaence  of  a  saving  faith,  which  Daturally 
leads  men,  where  they  observe  such  deficiency,  to  appropriate  the  name  of 
faith  to  that  particular  article ;  because  a  right  persuasion  upon  that  is  the 
only  thin^  wanting  to  comj^ete  the  Panoply.  And  since  all  Christian 
communities  have  their  peci^ior  distinguishing  tenets,  sudi  as  the  bodily 
presence,  the  divine  institution  of  Kpiscopacy,  profaneness  of  forms,  cere- 
mooiea.  orveatments,  tbe  belief  that  Cbriat  died  for  Me,  and  the  like;  they 
are  apt  to  {dace  orthodoxy  solely  in  them,  and  lay  out  their  whole  zeal  upon 
&tBi  in  litter  ne^ect  of  ererytbing  else,  or  rather  to  the  drawing  of  tnen'a 
attentkw  from  other  pointa,  at  least  equally  important,  wherein  all  Cbria- 
tians  agree.  Whereas  orthodoxy  Uea  in  rectitude  of  sentiment  upon  all 
blanches  of  our  duty,  not  in  tbe  characteristic  doctrines  of  any  Church, 
however  iwfallililH :  nor  does  &ith,  as  we  have  shown  before,  consist  in  a 
bare,  however  sincere,  assent  of  the  understanding,  but  in  a  lively,  strong, 
habitual  persnanon  of  the  mind.  Then  let  tbe  gifted  preacher  be  pleased 
to  reflect,  that  it  ia  as  much  his  office  to  work  practical  persnesions  out  of 
what  his  audience  alieady  know,  as  to  increase  their  knowledge ;  to  incul- 
cate and  draw  a  profit  from  those  truths  they  will  never  bear  controverted, 
as  to  recover  w  guard  them  from  errors  whereinto  they  may  fall  by  se- 
dncti(». 

There  is  still  another  much  more  allowable  cause  for  restraining  the  ap- 
pdlatian  of  &ith  to  a  part  only  of  its  substance :  for  since  the  whole  cannot 
be  incakaled  at  once,  but  thoe  is  some  one  step  introductory  to  the  rest, 
tbe  teacher,  who  is  to  deal  with  novices,  must  dwell  solely  upon  that  until  it 
be  effected.  Tlus  may  serve  to  explain  those  texts  wherein  it  is  expressly 
dedared,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  the  Son,  or  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  ehaQ  be  saved :  for  this  was  the  one  thing  needfal  for  the  Jew  or  the 
Gentile  to  make  him  a  convert,  and  bring  him  within  the  privilege  of  the 
Redemption.  We  have  shown  in  the  last  Chapter,  that  God  has  marked 
out  to  OS  vtuiouB  lengths  of  race  for  each  of  us  to  run  in  this  world ;  and  he 
that  runs  the  length  allotted  him,  be  it  no  more  than  a  single  step,  is  safe ; 
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l>ecnuBe  more  can  be  expected  from  no  man  than  wai  pat  into  bh  power  to 
perfomi.  But  the  man  who  has  been  bred  up  from  hia  cradle  in  the  belief 
of  Jesna  being  the  Cbriat,  has  no  ground  to  think  himself  safe  widi  this 
alone ;  nor  that  he  haa  nothing  else  to_  do  than  hunt  lectures  and  aing 
hymna  for  impressing  thia  article  more  strongly  upon  his  mind.  The 
whole  tenor  of  the  Scriptures  declares  that  ewit  futhwill  not  suffice  for  him 
that  has  the  meana  of  adding  to  it,  for  there  are  odier  things  needful  be- 
sides :  but  he  must  go  on  to  work  a  lively  faith  in  all  the  divine  tmtba 
which  Jesus  taught,  each  whereof  becomes  snoceseively  the  one  thing  need- 
ful, as  he  has  opportnnity  o^red  for  acquiring  it. 

24.  One  remark  more  remains  to  be  made  for  ccwipteting  the  idea  (d 
faith :  I  have  styled  it  a  apeciea  of  persuasion :  now  po^uasion  strictly 
taken  is  nothing  more  than  a  quick  E^prehenaion  or  unreserved  aagent  irfthe 
mind  to  the  truth  of  some  proposition ;  which  can  never  merit  the  title  of  a 
virtue,  nor  exemplify  itself  in  our  conduct,  being  only  a  supply  of  idea! 
cuuaes  directing  us  how  to  proceed,  but  suggesting  no  final  causes  or  motives 
urging  us  to  make  use  of  their  information.  Ilierefore  to  make  the  persua- 
sion beneficial  and  a  virtue,  it  must  carry  something  desirable  in  the  aspect, 
which  may  toudi  us  sensibly  on  the  beholding  it.  Hence  it  come*  that  pro- 
fessions  of  &ith  run  in  a  di^rent  turn  or  phrase  from  the  declaration  of  oar 
opiuiou  conccmbg  common  things.  A  man  may  express  bis  adherence  to 
the  CopemicHs  system  sufficiently  by  saying  he  believes  the  Sun  stands  still, 
and  the  Earth  and  other  planets  circle  round  him  continually :  but  it  is  not 
enough  to  prove  bis  orthodoxy  to  say  be  believes  a  God,  that  Jesos  is  the 
Christ ;  that  there  is  a  Holy  Ghost :  we  are  taught  in  our  creeds  to  acknow- 
ledge a  belief  in  God  the  Father  almighty,  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son  our 
Lord,  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  holy  catholic  Church,  &c.  Which  particle 
Id,  besides  a  bare  aaaent  as  to  a  certain  truth,  implies  a  trust  or  afiecting 
expectation  of  desirable  benefits  accruing  from  God,  in  his  three  distinct 
persons  or  methods  of  operation,  and  from  the  other  articlea  contained. 

I  have  token  notice,  in  the  Chapter  of  Honour,  that  the  word  Sentiiaent 
is  sometimes  understood  of  a  judgment  of  the  mind  upon  the  truth  or  &]Be- 
hood  of  some  proposition,  but  oftener  and  more  usuaUy  of  an  inward  feel- 
ing, a  moral  sense,  or  appetence  towards  the  thing  apprehended.  For  a 
sense  of  honour  does  not  merely  bring  ua  to  the  acknowledgment  that  sat^ 
a  procedure  is  laudable,  but  annexes  thereto  an  admiration,  a  d^^ree  of 
ardency  or  hearty  wish  to  follow  the  like.  Thia  1  take  to  be  the  true  im- 
port of  an  inward  feeling,  whenever  receiving  a  rational  construction,  which 
I  fear  it  seldom  does  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  most  fond  of  having  it 
in  their  mouths ;  they  seeming  most  commonly  to  apprehend  it  the  effect  of 
a  supematnnd  illumination,  given  rather  to  enlighten  the  understanding, 
than  to  warm  the  heart.  Sudi  internal  sense  then,  superadded  to  the  sin- 
cere acknowledgment  of  religious  truths,  is  neceeaary  to  constitute  a  virtue, 
and  a  perfect  twth  in  God,  or  Christ,  or  his  doctrines  :  for  no  persaosions 
whatever,  unless  touching  some  spring  of  affection,  or  introductory  of  some 
satisfiictorj  idea  complacent  to  the  mind,  can  either  secure  peace  to  our 
minda,  or  urge  us  to  the  prosecution  of  our  duty  towards  God,  our  neigh- 
bour, or  ourselves. 

And  I  know  not  whether  a  feeling  concern  for  distant  enjoymaitB  be  not 
the  first  article  and  necessary  foundation  of  all  &ith :  for  a  man  who  is 
wholly  guided  by  the  preaent  impulses  of  appetite,  cannot  reap  any  benefit 
from  Religion  in  so  short  a  time  as  the  expiration  of  a  week  ;  not  that  f  deny 
there  is  an  immediate  satisfitction  and  benefit  in  the  exercise  of  religious 
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tbot^ta  uid  practicee,  bat  then  it  must  be  to  (bote  who  have  a  relish  for 
them,  which  relish,  where  wanting,  can  never  be  acquired  in  seven  days; 
therefore  he  who  cares  for  nothmg  beyond  the  pleaBorea  of  the  current  week, 
how  firmly  aoever  be  may  be  perenailed  there  ia  a  God  and  a  Christ,  can 
never  have  a  faith  in  either,  becaiue  he  mnst  want  that  joy  in  the  contem- 
plation of  those  truths,  and  valoe  for  the  remote  advantages  resulting  from 
them,  which  are  essential  ingredients  of  the  virtue.  Thie  want  I  ap[»rehead 
the  cause  of  that  multitude  of  practical  atheists  lamented  among  us,  though 
we  have  few  speculative ;  for  men  are  well  enough  persuaded  of  the  conse- 
quences of  thar  evil  doings ;  but  those  consequeDces  being  remote,  they  do 
not  regard  them.  It  ia  this  hardens  the  highwaymao  and  the  street-robber 
in  their  wickedness :  they  expect  to  be  hanged  some  time  or  other,  and  look 
upon  hanging  as  an  evil;  tlwy  hope  however  to  escape  this  year  at  least,  so 
proceed  upon  the  maxim,  A  short  life  and  a  merry  one ;  sing  Hang  sorrow, 
cast  away  care!  and  forti^  themselves  with  an  utter  insensibility  agunst- 
whatever  may  happen  a  year  hence. 

It  is  the  sensibility  belonging  to  ^th,  which  brings  it  to  tally  with  the 
virtue  of  prudence :  for  we  have  seen  in  the  Chapter  upon  that  article,  that 
moral  prudence  does  not  he  in  knowledge  nor  persuasion,  for  he  who  knows 
most  is  the  more  imprudent  upon  that  account,  if  he  has  not  a  senBihility  sti- 
mulating him  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  lights  he  posseBsea.  But  prudence 
was  always  esteemed  the  root  of  the  other  Cardinal  virtues,  which  are  se- 
veral branches  growing  from  the  same  tree :  therefore  the  name  of  Wise- 
man stood  for  that  ideal  character  supposed  to  possess  them  all ;  for  whoever 
was  completely  wise,  must  of  consequence  be  courageous,  and  temperate, 
and  just,  and  benevolent.  So  Faith  is  the  necessary  foundation  of  the  two 
other  Theological  virtues,  which  no  man  can  attain  without  a  firm  pereua- 
non  of  the  truths  whereon  they  are  supported ;  and  whoever  has  such  per- 
■uasion,  together  with  an  affecting  sense  of  the  Divine  goodness  sending 
every  evil  for  our  good,  and  the  mutual  connection  of  interests,  or  that  Christ 
will  look  upon  whatever  is  done  to  the  least  of  his  brethren  as  done  to  him- 
self, cannot  &il  of  being  inspired  with  a  continoal  glowing  hope  and  unre- 
served Charity.  From  whence  we  may  conclude  that  Faith  often  stands  as 
the  representative  of  them,  and  whenever  spoken  of  as  the  completely  saving 
principle,  it  must  he  understood  in  that  comprehensive  sense,  including  the 
sister  Graces,  who  cannot  walk  the  rough  paths  of  earth,  without  leaning  on 
its  strong-bnih  sbonldera. 

35 .  From  all  that  has  been  offered  in  the  for^^ing  pages,  may  be  under- 
stood, the  reasonableness  of  llie  Scripture's  ascribing  Salvation,  Sanctifica- 
tion,  and  Justification  to  Faith,  and  laying  down  that  the  just  shall  live  by 
Faith.  Enough  baa  been  said  already  to  explain  in  what  manner  we  are 
saved  by  this  virtue :  whatever  works  we  perform  here,  being  of  none  other 
avail  to  our  fature  interests,  than  as  they  manifest  and  nourish  our  habituat 
dispositions  of  mind. 

And  if  we  recollect  the  description  that  has  been  given  of  Holiness  in  the 
Chapter  upon  that  article,  it  will  appear  a  negative  quality,  implying  an 
exemption  from_  inordinate  passions,  wicked  and  sensual  desires ;  which  a 
just  and  lively  sense  of  the  divine  Attributes  and  government  must  effectually 
banish.  Wha«fbre  those  lealots  proceed  upon  mistaken  grounds  who  place 
sanctity  in  continual  acts  of  devotion,  and  having  God  always  in  our  thoughts; 
for  it  consists  in  sufiering  nothing  contrary  to  his  laws  to  intrude  there,  and 
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nmking  ob«ilience  to  Vt»  Will  the  rating  princijile  of  actioa  ;  nor  are  the 
■noit  common  tmuactitniB  of  life,  provided  there  lie  no  inonUnate  indntgence 
of  appetite  in  tbem,  toy  inteirnptiona  in  a  iM^y  life. 

2$.  Justification,  it  has  been  said,  is  a  term  taken  from  the  law-coorts; 
wherein  there  are  but  two  methods  of  defence,  either  to  deny  the  fact,  or  to 
nOtiiy,  If  a  man  be  impeached  for  beating  another,  he  may  JDEtify  by 
showing  it  was  done  in  fais  own  neeeBBory  defence  ;  if  for  false  impriajn- 
ment,  he  may  justify  under  &e  warrant  of  a  tawfiil  magistrate.  Thus  in  all 
human  judicatures,  the  justification  must  be  taken  from  some  external  cir< 
cumatances  which  can  be  proved  to  the  court,  becaose  man  cannot  penetrate 
into  the  secret  purposes  of  the  heart ;  batat  the  bar  of  conscience,  dte  inten- 
tion justifies  the  deed ;  how  nnlucky  soever  the  event  may  fidl  out,  yet  if  the 
design  were  good,  and  proceeded  in  to  the  best  of  our  honest  judgment,  no 
blameheaat  the  door.  Hierefore  it  is  not  the  outward  acts  we  pOTform,  bat 
the  inward  sentiment  prompting  na  to  them,  that  makea  onr  proper  justifica- 
tion. From  hence  we  may  gather  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  our  conduct 
when  having  the  testimony  of  a  conscience  void  of  o&nce :  for  however  in- 
eflectoal  oni  endeavours  may  prove,  or  the  result  of  them  turn  out  contrary 
to  onr  wish,  however  our  understanding  may  be  darkened  or  our  imagi- 
nation  over-clonded,  yet  if  conscious  that  our  hearts  be  set  right  towards 
God,  we  have  a  solid  groond  for  that  self-eatiB&ction  which  is  one  of  the  five 
requisites  to  happiness. 

Nevertheless,  oar  uprightness  of  heart  can  justify  such  actions  only  as  it 
gives  birth  to :  wherefore  it  is  an  erroneous  and  dangerons  notion  that  the 
Baint  can  never  sin.  It  is  well  known  in  history,  that  some  zealots,  in  die 
times  of  ravil  and  religious  confusion,  thought  so  highly  of  their  sanctity  as 
to  inagine  it  justified  them  in  any  liceotiousnesa,  debauchery,  or  wicliednesa 
they  hw)  a  mind  to ;  and  though  these  lengths  of  extravagance  are  happilv 
ceased,  yet  are  there  some  among  us  who  presume  so  far  upon  their  atroigtfa 
and  earnestness  of  persuasion  in  one  or  two  particular  articles  of  Bdigion, 
as  to  render  them  careless  of  their  morals  or  thrir  conduct  upon  the  (»mmon 
occnrrences  of  life  and  intercourse  among  mankind ;  but  esteem  themselves 
jnstified  in  their  censoriousness,  peevishness,  contempt,  and  nncharitabteness 
for  their  fellow-creatures,  their  indolence  and  n^ligence  in  the  duties  of 
their  station,  or  indulgence  to  certain  fevourite  follies,  by  the  ferrenoy  of  thrar 
faith  in  seasons  of  devotion.  But  each  season  can  only  be  estimated  by  what 
passed  in  it ;  winter  is  never  the  wanner  for  the  preceding  sumroer  having 
been  hot,  nor  can  the  sanctit}-  of  one  deed  change  the  nature  of  another, 
which  had  no  sanctity  of  its  own  :  for  our  deeds  must  be  tried  by  the  prin- 
ciples from  whence  they  severally  issued.  A  man  sued  for  battery  or  false 
imprisonment  can  never  justify  by  showing,  that  upon  other  oecauons  h« 
was  used  to  behave  peaceably  and  honestly,  and  has  been  scmpulonsly  care- 
ful to  avoid  acts  of  oppression ;  the  only  question  being  what  warrant  he  had 
for  the  particular  fact  whereof  he  stands  charged. 

Thus  it  appears  we  are  not  justified  by  fiuth  in  everything  we  do  when  not 
proceeding  from  that  principle,  for  whatever  is  not  of  feith  is  sin ;  but  it 
may  be  said,  this  idea  of  justification  does  not  reach  Uie  true  Scripture  sense, 
.for  that  if  it  be  a  law  term,  it  is  not  s  term  token  from  onr  Courts,  bat  from 
the  Jewish  law,  wherein  justified  stood  opposed  to  condemned,  and  related 
to  the  person 'rather  than  the  deed ;  so  that  a  man  may  be  adjudged  just  and 
righteous,  notwithstanding  some  human  froihiea  that  have  led  him  into  ac- 
tions unwarrantable  and  manifestly  unjust.    It  remains  then  to  inquire  how 


by  Google 


FAITH.  259 

iiuth  can  jtuttfy  the  peraoo  nnd«'  these-  ciicamsta>oee,  who  must  hmvs  stood 
eundenmed  witlioat  it. 

It  is  the  received  ofmiion,  as  well  unong  Fhjloeophen  u  Christiasa, 
that  phyMcal  evil  is  the  certain  coneeqnence  of  moral :  tlwrefore  do  ar«fttUF« 
can  attain  a  life  of  h^ipiaeBB  without  a  total  ezemptioa  from  vie*,  and  a 
complete  poaaesaion  of  all  the  virtuea.  Fur  be  that  offendeth  in  ana  point 
IB  gailty  of  the  whole  law,  that  is,  liable  to  the  attack  of  evil,  which  can 
only  be  shut  oat  by  an  entire  obedience  or  spotless  innocence  !  like  a  town 
wkudi  is  not  safe  so  long  bs  one  breach  remains  open  in  the  wall.  Aa  the 
aeveral  virtuea  bear  a  near  affinity  wilh  each  other,  and  none  of  them  can 
be  had  in  perfectioa  withovt  having  them  all,  it  baa  been  iwual  to  txlue  tl» 
name  of  some  one  among  them  to  stand  as  a  rBpreaeatative  of  aU  the  reat. 
The  Philoaopbers  have  pitdied  apon  Pmdenoe  or  Wisdom,  and  the  Sacred 
Writinga,  except  Solomon,  who  for  the  most  part  employs  the  philoaophic 
term  upon  Jnstice  or  Rigfateonsnese,  for  the  general  a^ieUatioa  compre' 
bending  the  whole  body  of  virtue  complete  in  all  its  paita.  Therefore  the 
Stoics  inusted  that  the  Wise-man,  and  be  only,  was  iuvariaUy  h^)py : 
yet  at  the  same  time  allowed,  that  this  Wise-man  was  an  ideal  chancter. 
nowhere  existing  upon  earth,  bnt  that  all  the  men  ever  living  here  were 
fools,  and  madmen,  and  miseraUe.  Nor  do  I  imagioe  the  other  seete, 
thoogh  leaa  fond  of  calling  names,  coold  pronotmce  upon  any  particular 
person,  that  he  bad  a  degree  of  wisdom  sufficient  to  secure  him  ^^inat  all 
attach  of  eviL  It  is  not  my  bnsinesa  to  examine  how  they  accounted  for 
this  depravity  of  human  nature,  nor  by  what  means  they  expected  to  be 
invested  with  soch  conaanunate  wisdom  in  another  life,  as  was  neoesaaiy  to 
■nakeit  a  life  of  unabating  happiness:  lam  only  to  searchoot  In:  aratiofial 
idea  of  the  Scriptnre  doctrine  upon  theae  points. 

Hie  Scriptnrea,  aa  interpreted  hy  ChriatianB  in  general,  declare  that  man 
was  made  upright,  antfl  by  Adam'a  tr&nt^ression  he  loat  his  character  of 
npriglitneaa,  and  fell  under  tbe  otmdenmation  of  being  a  siniiil  and  misera- 
ble creature ;  whidh  coademnation  was  not  barely  of  hia  person,  but  of  hia 
human  nature,  and  extended  to  all  his  posterity.  For  condenmatitm  does 
not  make  a  man  wicked,  but  finds  him  so :  it  r^tea  to  the  manifestation 
of  a  past  de^uuvity,  till  then  miknown,  for  every  man  has  a  right  to  be 
deemed  innocent  until  the  contrary  is  proved.  Therefore  the  act  of  dia- 
obedience  in  Adam  was  not  the  bane  which  has  worked  a  distemperatore 
into  our  oonatitntion,  but  was  itadf  the  trial  to  show  what  hnman  natore 
is,  and  cnnseqaently  moat  avail  alike  against  all  who  ahould  ever  partake 
of  that  nature,  aa  well  as  against  Adam.  For  yoa  oannot  deny  that  act  to 
have  been  a  sin,  but  it  could  not  be  the  cause  of  itself,  nor  work  the 
dtstemperature  from  whence  itadf  proceeded:  it  was  no  mtve  than  an 
evidence  or  judgment  of  a  distemperatnre  luring  in  human  nature,  though 
you  could  not  dtscem  it  before. 

Had  yon  seen  Adam  while  in  FBradiae,  yon  would  have  judged  him 
possessed  of  sudi  Wisdom  or  Rig^iteoaaBess,  aa  most  have  insured  him 
happiness,  till  upon  finding  him  foiled  by  the  serpent,  yoa  alter  your 
judgment ;  yon  now  stand  ccovioeed  he  had  a  mixtnre  of  folly  and  fnulty 
in  hia  oompoaition  unobaerved  before,  and  otndema  him  aa  a  weak  imper- 
foct  creature,  unable  to  resist  temptatJMia  that  will  lead  into  grievous  mia- 
.  chiefo.  And  apon  the  strength  ^  the  sMue  eridenoe  yon  may  im»ioanoB 
the  like  sentence  of  condemnation  upon  every  child  newly  bom,  not  as 
guilty  of  actoal  sin,  nor  obnoxiouB  to  any  puniBbment  due  to  the  ofleace  of 
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bis  primogenitor.  l>ut  as  inheriting  die  like  weakneaa  of  nature  liable  to  be 
overcome  by  the  prevalence  of  ^petite,  and  every  art  of  Mdoctioa,  eO  aa  to 
be  drawn  thereby  into  coanes  which  can  end  in  nothing  beside  eternal 
Taiaery.  Tiim  the  Scripture  concludei  all  under  sin  and  the  spiritnal  death, 
from  which  no  man  can  exempt  himaelf  by  hia  natural  atrengtli :  for  in 
Adam  all  have  ainned,  that  ia,  been  proved  by  the  bad  ioccew  of  the 
Uial  made  upon  him,  to  be  partakera  of  a  nature  incapable  of  perfect 
Tighteonaness. 

Nevertheless,  what  was  wanting  in  the  original  constitution  of  human 
nature,  God  baa  been  giscionaly  pleased  to  supply  by  the  iDterposition  of 
hia  almigbty  power  in  the  Christian  diapeuMtion,  uniting  himself  in  his 
second  Person  to  the  man  Jesus,  enabling  him  to  perform  an  imainning 
obedience,  and  Toluntnril;  lay  down  his  life  npon  the  cross :  who  by  his 
example,  probably  ejchibited  in  the  Hades,  as  well  as  upon  earth,  together 
whb  the  doctrines  and  institutions  delivered  by  him  and  influence  of  hia 
Religion  npon  the  world,  will  rsite  hntnan  nature  some  time  or  other, 
either  in  this  life  or  tiie  next,  to  that  perfection  which  it  had  not  received 
on  its  first  fbrmation.  Urns  death  came  npon  all  men  by  Adam,  and  in 
Christ  all  are  made  alive.  But  as  a  tum[^u  road  is  made  for  the  con* 
-venience  of  all  bis  Majesty's  inbjecta,  yet  multitudes  of  subjects  will  never 
travel  it;  so  though  Cluist  lived  and  died  for  all,  yet  all  will  not  reap  the 
benefit  of  hie  coming.  For  he  baa  only  prepared  the  way  and  provided 
the  aids  needful  for  conducting  to  the  completion  of  righteousness,  but  it  is 
by  foith  that  each  particular  man  must  enter  upon  the  way. 

"nil  such  entry  he  remains  in  bis  natornl  state  of  condonnation,  but  the 
first  step  he  takes  npon  the  right  road,  which  is  done  by  faith  in  Christ, 
justifies  him ;  and  if  he  persevere  in  his  progress  by  attaining  &ith  in  the 
comprehensive  sense  described  in  f  23,  so  far  as  his  time  of  Ue  and  oppor- 
tunities wiU  permit,  be  may  be  pronounced  a  just  or  righteous  man,  in  the 
aame  manner  as  the  suckling  child  is  pronounced  a  sinner;  that  is,  not  as 
possessed  of  actual  righteousnes,  but  as  one  who  l^  the  means  and  methods 
provided  in  the  Christian  dispensation,  vnll  inblluily  be  rmsed  to  it;  for  in 
the  estimation  of  bis  character  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  good  improve* 
moit  expectant  therein,  to  whidi  those  means  and  methods  are  efficacious. 
This  I  t^e  to  be  the  true  sense  of  imputed  righteoosness,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  Christ's  merits  to  ourselves :  for  nothing  passes  immediately  from 
him  to  OS,  nor  does  feith  transfer  a  secret  virtue  or  supematoral  energy, 
which  tbe  free-thinker  would  say  carried  the  air  of  i^iarm  and  magic,  nor 
operate  otherwise  than  by  tbe  effect  it  must  natnndly  take  tqion  onr  mind 
and  motions.  Neither  can  any  man  expect  to  become  completely  righteons 
in  this  world,  hat  if  he  be  justified  or  made  just,  it  is  tmly  by  having  a 
reversion  secured  to  him  of  righteousness  in  tbe  world  to  come.  Urns  both 
condemnation  and  justification  neither  change  nor  dedare  a  man's  present 
condition,  but  that  which  the  drcomstances  he  stands  in  vrill  unavoidably 
lead  into :  and  the  latter  is  rather  the  foundation  oi  a  sure  and  cotain 
hope,  than  the  investiture  of  an  actual  poesesstoo. 

27.  Then  for  what  is  said,  that  the  just  shall  live  by  foith,  if  it  be  under- 
stood that  they  shall  attain  eternal  life  thereby,  this  is  the  same  as  salva- 
tion, of  which  we  have  spoken  before :  if  that  the  teow  of  their  conduct 
will  be  shifted  thereby,  this  follows  from  the  nature  of  human  action,  con- 
stantly determined  by  our  desires  and  ideas,  which  depend  upon  our  habi- 
tual pemiasions.  Therefore  those  in  whose  imagination  tbe  gratifications 
of  appetite  and  enjoyment  of  present  i^leasures  appear  tbe  most  destnbl* 
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good,  will  almya  act  accordingly,  making  it  the  biuiiwaB  of  theb  Uvea 
to  hunt  after  them :  vbereaa  aucfa  as  are  intimately  poeeeaeed  wiUi  a  true 
and  nrong  luth  in  God,  his  providence  and  conititntion  of  uuTerBal  na- 
ture, will  take  it  for  their  raling  principle ;  whidi  of  courw  mnat  render 
their  actions  conformable  thereto,  for  the  general  aim  of  their  de«ir& 
will  lie  towards  the  benefits  attainable  by'sncb  actions.  And  thon^  it 
be  impracticable  to  take  immediate  direction  from  this  principle  in  every 
minute  instance,  yet  their  other  roles  of  conduct  will  be  branched  out 
from  this,  and  it  will  lie  ever  wakeful  in  their  minds  to  withhold  them  frouv 
following  any  unwarrantable  desire  repugnant  tlxreto.  So  that  it  may 
be  truly  said  the  just  shall  live  by  foith,  because  it  will  in&llibly  produce 
a  life  Of  righteousness,  and  makes  the  essential  difference  between  just  and 
unjust. 

And  thongfa  I  have  all  along  supposed  this  to  be  &ith  in  the  Father,  yet 
since  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father  unless  through  the  Son,  the  same 
may  with  equal  jnrtioe  be  affirmed  of  iUth  in  him :  for  if  an  adherence 
to  the  dotrines  of  the  Gospel  be  the  sole  necessary  means  whereby  a  just 
sense  of  God  can  be  effectually  introduced,  or  kept  alive  and  vigorous  in 
the  mind,  the  just  may  be  said  to  live  by  &ith  in  Christ,  which  secnres 
to  them  that  futh  whereby  they  live,  with  as  much  propriety  as  a  man  is 
said  to  live  upon  bia  estate,  though  he  does  not  eat  the  acres,  nor  clothe 
himself  with  the  trees,  but  because  with  the  rents  and  profits  he  purchsEes 
the  necessaries  and  aocommodations  of  life. 

28.  The  wci^  attempted  to  be  explained  in  these  three  sections  are  of 
very  little  currency  among  os,  and  no  wonder ;  for  being  taken  from  the 
Jewish  language,  there  is  a  great  hazard  of  their  being  misapplied  and 
muimderatood :  but  there  being  still  some  sets  of  people  very  fond  of 
spending  their  thoughts  upon  them,  I  was  willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
towards  ascertaining  th^  genuine  and  rational  meaning.  Yet  since  they 
are  now  grown  obsolete,  it  were  perhaps  expedient  for  the  teacher  to  lay 
the  old  language  wholly  aside,  and  eher  examining  carefully  what  waa  the 
sense  intended  originally  to  be  conveyed  therein,  to  deliver  it  in  modem 
dialect  more  familiar  and  intelligible  to  his  hearers  :  wherein  it  may  pos- 
ubly  amount  to  no  more  than  that  the  Christian  Religion  has  rescued  hu- 
man nature  from  that  impotence,  and  eobjection  under  aiq>etite  and  pasaion. 
which  must  have  proved  &tal ;  and  has  enabled  mankind  to  attain  such 
regtdarity  of  conduct,  exemption  tnm  the  prevalence  of  sensible  objects, 
and  deg^ree  of  righteousness,  as  will  be  the  sufficient  preparative  for  a  life 
of  perfectiDn  and  happiness  in  their  nest  stage  of  being.  But  then  this 
must  be  understood  of  the  human  race  in  general,  and  implies  a  connection 
of  intereata  between  the  several  members,  so  that  the  aid  imparted  to  some 
may,  by  some  means  of  communication  to  be  carried  on  in  the  next  world, 
redound  to  the  benefit  of  others ;  because  mnltitades  are  bom  and  pass  off 
this  earthly  stage  without  ever  having  an  opportunity  of  reaping  any  benefit 
during  their  abode  here. 

What  has  been  o&red  in  the  preceding  sections  concerning  the  essence 
erf  faith  seems  deserving  a  ntore  accurate  consideration,  as  being  founded 
upon  the  sensitivo-ratioiial  constitution  of  human  nature,  ctmtaining  two 
faculties,  understaading  and  imagination  ;  the  latter  the  executive  power, 
by  whose  ministry  alone  the  other  can  efiectuate  her  resolves  :  and  fiuth  ia 
the  habit,  setting  the  impulses  of  that  to  their  proper  direction.  This  idea 
will  guide  us  in  our  judgments  of  a  man's  faith,  which  are  commonly  taken 
accoi^ing  to  the  rectitude  or  orthodoxy  of  his  tenets :  whereas  ia  nich  esU.- 
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nation  h  U  not  «o  material  to  iaqwre  what  are  hb  pwticidar  opfauena,  aa 
what  TigooT  and  ataadinen  of  peranaaioD  ke  hai  in  tbe  bctt  <rf  tboae  b* 
hoMs ;  and  if  be  have  aome  nroaaoiu  aotiaiu,  they  may  be  preeamed  owing 
to  hia  mat  of  a  fall  and  hahitnal  peraoaaion  in  the  aoimd  onea,  whi£ 
woold  have  better  dearad  hie  optiee. 

His  likewiae  may  lead  us  into  a  right  intaqiretation  of  Raligioa,  by  con- 
ndering  its  HiaaBer  eS  opantioD,  and  the  nsM  whovfore  it  waa  mlwdated ; 
which  were  not  ao  mncfa  to  inform  the  audentanding,  aa  to  anpfdy  the 
place  of  it  where  deficient  in  the  val^,  and  di»«»tiliiie  imagination  to  ob<^ 
die  dictate*  c4  reaaoo  i^re  better  informed.  Onr  rational  foealty  might 
answer  our  pajpaaea  mach  better  than  it  does,  if  it  were  always  properiy 
employed,  and  bad  the  iaferior  fticnltiee  cmiatantly  under  command.  What 
we  want  ia,  eomething  to  direct  onr  thoughts  to  the  moat  profitable  ob- 
jects, aod  to  impress  the  resdt  of  those  thoagto  upon  the  mind  and  me- 
mory, BO  as  afterwards  to  rise  ^Nnttaiteoaaly,  and  beoome  a  perpetual  motiTe 
of  action.  Hue  Religion  performs  by  its  aatbofity,  its  doctrines,  its  iiMti- 
tntiona,  and  its  genstml  uni'MMy,  twnii^  reason  into  the  proper  chsimcla 


□  take  the  coarse  onr  best  judgment  wovld  reoommend.  fiaie  knowledge 
does  not  conatitate  the  moral  oitaracter ;  he  who  knows  much  is  a  good 
specnlatist,  yet  may  still  be  the  carnal  man,  actnaled  moat  commoaly  W 
^e  present  impulse,  or  toiling  in  the  service  of  seae  mling  passion,  which 
htqtpens  to  pr^ominate  in  his  fancy.  Bat  he  who  has  brwight  his  know- 
ledge of  what  is  roost  beneficial  to  beoome  aa  iiabitaal  vivid  persaasion  and 
mlmg  pTtnei|de  of  conduct,  is  the  spiritnal  or  jnst  man  who  lives  by  fiulb. 
so  for  as  the  imperfectioa  of  his  present  nature  will  permit. 


CHAP.  XVI. 
HOPE. 


Tas  jnst  who  live  by  Faith,  skall  not  went  the  peipetaal  Feast  of  Hope, 
heart-cheering  manna,  peculiar  food  for  man :  for  sensitive  pleasure  and 
gratifieation  of  appetite  he  sinres  in  ofwunon  with  the  brataa,  and  tastea 
perhaps  with  far  hifnior  rditli  to  iMis.  lodnlgcnt  Natwe,  kind  to  the 
meanest  of  her  -oflsprfng,  has  prepved  sensnal  ddi^ita  for  them  :  food,  and 
warmth,  and  rest,  the  commerce  of  the  Bexea,  and  w«nt»n  gaoibda  ob 
eartti,  in  air,  or  water,  fill  op  thor  empk^mmt,  and  make  ne  v^ne  ^ 
their  lives,  Hey  enjoy  die  momatary  plMsnre  as  it  come* :  tbey  oaove 
by  impulse  of  ot^ects  Btrfting  their  senses,  and  foUow  present  instinct  even 
in  making  pronsimi  against  fiitmc  wants,  whereof  they  have  no  i^^re- 
hcnsion. 

But  to  man  she  has  given  nnderetanding,  for-sighted  &onlty.  looking 
forward  perpetoally  upon  good  to  come,  and  finding  present  solace  in  the 
prospect.  At  his  first  entrance  into  lif^  he  differs  little  from  lus  brother 
animals,  afiected  only  by  srase  like  them  ;  but  the  joyfid  glee  ot  yonthfnl 
blood  qaickly  subsides  ;  the  charm  of  novrfty,  that  rendered  every  motion 
(md  every  scene  engaging,  flies  off;  pleasures  of  sense  fall  rarely  in  his  way, 
and  his  hoars  would  pass  irksome,  were  he  not  to  borrow  amosement  from 
those  in  view  befn-e  him.  The  mental  eye  then  opens,  to  let  ia  joys  the  aensea 
eannet  fumA,  the  joys  of  erpectation  anticqiating  pleasures  yet  to  ecnia. 
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But  what  is  that  troop  of  Mrth-bom  bopet  first  gfittenng  in  tite  eje  of 
yoaag  imaginatioi),  like  tbom  Incid  vapours  that  at  srea  over  the  mareh 
glide  meteorous  ?  Plajthiogs,  gewgaws,  diversions,  the  imconUoUed  liberty 
of  nuohood  ;  fcdlowed  in  riper  years  by  fancied  •oeaes  of  riches,  power, 
honeora,  or  martial,  poetic,  amd  philoeophio  fiuae..  £ach  pro«pects  severally 
may  sootiie  the  fond  fvtay  for  the  present,  bat  ^^y  involve  in  the  miry 
tkm^a  of  disKpputttnient ;  or  if  snocesaful,  prove  fallacioQs  of  the  expec- 
tation, or  at  brat  tbey  satiate  in  tfac  possession :  fw  he  is  eounted  the  most 
wretched  of  men  who  is  come  to  the  end  of  aU  his  hopes. 

But  thou,  celestial  Grace,  soft-handed  sister  aad  iaaeparable  companion 
of  savBg  Faith,  foretaste  of  heavenly  joys,  perpetaal  source  of  living  waters, 
refretUag  the  heart  with  aever^faiUng  ddig^,  thon  ahne  canst  eiliibit  an 
nsfsdiag  prospect;  for  tbon  endest  not  but  in  eadless,  andoying  fruition. 
Chance  a&d  external  drcamataDoe  have  DO  power  ovw  thee ;  disaster,  sidi- 
i)MB,andadvera>ty  makeusdingdoecr  totbeeiigBonmce  and  involuntary 
mistake  cannot  remove  thee  from  us,  nor  can  avything  beades  our  own 
wilful  KMaooadnct  tarn  tby  face  away.  Present  reward  ol  virtne,  the  charm 
that  makes  her  amiable;  thon  sporrest  on  onr  iiMhutry,  aweeteneat  our 
labows,  and  givest  confidence  in  time  of  trial ;  the  glory  thou  settest  befiare 
us  strengthens  oar  fortitude,  and  blnnts  the  point  of  those  alhircmenta 
which  would  urge  to  intemperance ;  the  serenity,  cheerfnlneBS,  and  inward 
mtiafwtiATi  wherewith  thou  overe^readest  the  mind,  making  it  easy  in  itself, 
readers  it  mmre  snsceptible  of  hearty  good-will  to  others.  Soie  remedy  of 
pressing  evils,  the  balmy  salve  to  heal  oar  sores,  t^  security  in  danger  that 
no  intolenkUe  evil  shall  befall :  thine  anchor  firmly  fixed  in  solid  ground, 
holds  ns  steady  amid  the  pressing  blasts  ol  passion,  the  tempeataoos  storms 
of  fortune,  and  boiling  torrents  (rf  vice  and  folly ;  and  when  the  seas  are 
open,  the  cheering  gales  waft  ns  smootiily  to  the  desired  port. 

Do  thon  inapire  me  with  thine  exhilarating  spirit,  giving  energy  and 
courage,  but  not  intoxicating  ;  for  the  meanest,  well-mtended  labours  may 
claim  thy  patronage.  Afford  it,  than,  benign,  soft-riuning  goddess,  diflase 
thy  nuld  Imt  piertnng  rays  upon  my  inward  sense ;  that  1  may  diacfin  tfae 
tenttcious  bottom  where  thou  West  to  cast  thine  anchor,  the  strong-con- 
nected golden  chain  whereby  thou  hddest  to  it,  thy  robes  and  vesture,  thy 
countenance  and  person  ;  and  thence  mark  out  wherein  thon  different  from 
those  delasive  pbanttMUS  that  flatter  mortal  &ncy,  and  in  what  few  feabnrea 
they  resemble  thee. 

3.  For  there  is  a  degree  of  similitude  between  all  hopes,  because  tbey  all 
spring  from  the  aame  affection  in  horaan  nature.  For  as  penaa^oa  is  the 
genoB,  whereof  feith  isa  particular  species,  so  the  vktne  we  have  now  nndar 
cmtemplatian  is  a  distinct  tpeoiM  of  that  general  propensity,  prompting 
die  mind  to  solace  itself  in  tbe  prospect  of  objects  api»d>ended  desirable 
e«d  attain^e.  if  we  make  an  estimate  of  ^  enjoyments  in  human  lifo, 
we  shall  find  that  mudi  tbe  greater  part  of  them  w  suj^lied  by  hope ;  for 
sensations  seldom  satisfy,  and  then  it  is  but  for  a  moment :  the  large  vaoao- 
oies  left  in  them  an  £&h1  up  by  desire  tendmg  to  some  distant  aim,  and 
giiiiim  iiiiMMliali  jiliiiaiiiii  in  llm  iilijiii  taJiea  to  attain  it.  And  tUs  acconnta 
for  the  honor  s«e  all  bave  at  tbe  tbcmghts  of  annihilation,  which  would  de- 
liver US  from  all  our  fears,  but  titm  it  affin^  no  abject  for  desire  to  feed 
cm :  for  it  is  not  inae&sibility  that  afingfats  us,  we  know  this  to  be  our 
portion  in  sound  sleep,  wlucdi  yet  we  ^  into  without  reluctance,  because 
Bleep,  being  of  fswbours' duration,  leaves  room  for  tbe  expectation  of  some- 
thing to  be.  done,  and  soMedung  to  be  eiyoyed  on  the  moirow  i  but  hope  is 
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K  aeceuary  ingredient  in  genuine  deure ;  for  if  desire  fixes  upon  va  end 
there  are  no  utpes  of  ever  obl^ning,  it  dq^erates  into  the  tormenting 
paauoD  Want. 

Let  UB  reflect  how  much  of  every  day's  employment  is  taken  up,  and 
every  day'e  Eunusement  famished  by  the  care  of  making  provision  for  some* 
thing  beyond  the  present  moment :  it  is  this  apurB  on  our  activity,  and  gives 
a  glee  to  the  exercises  of  it ;  this  sets  our  understanding  at  work  to  contrive 
for  the  morrow,  and  mskes  its  well-contrived  schemes  delightful,  even  befwe 
they  can  take  effect.  This  raises  distant  auns,  that  can  please  for  months 
and  years  in  the  prosecution  :  it  gives  the  gust  to  most  (tf  those  called  pre- 
sent pleasuree,  turns  trifles  into  things  of  moment,  and  often  prove*  more 
Valui})le  than  possession.  The  expectation  of  catching  a  paltry  game  con- 
stitutes the  delight  in  sports  of  the  field,  and  changes  toilsome  labour  into 
amusement :  our  cards  and  dice  were  no  diversions,  unless  for  the  proqkect 
of  winning  an  insignificant  stake.  In  these  little  pastimes,  and  most  of  our 
common  parsoits,  there  most  be  some  nibe  and  duinces  in  the  way  to  make 
them  a  diversion ;  for  there  is  none  in  packing  the  cards,  or  hunting  a  bag 
fox,  where  you  are  sure  (^  getting  your  gune  without  contrivance  or  trouble : 
whence  it  has  been  supposed  that  hope  cannot  subsist  without  a  mixtnre  of 
fear.  But  this  I  apprehend  to  be  the  case  only  in  things  of  small  value  in 
the  possession,  where  the  whole  pleasure  lies  in  the  movement  towards 
them,  which  would  be  of  little  duration  and  unengoging,  vrere  not  the  hazard 
of  disappointment  to  assist  in  prolonging  and  varying  the  pursuit. 

Therefore  when  fear  and  uncertainty  enhance  the  pleasure,  it  is  from 
some  incidental  drcumstance,  not  as  being  of  the  essence  of  hope,  which 
can  often  subsist  in  full  vigour  without  them.  A  man  may  please  him- 
self with  providing  materialB  for  building  a  boose,  in  proq>ect  of  the  con- 
venieuces  he  shall  find  therein  when  finished;  (x  with  lajnng  out  and 
planting  a  garden,  in  contemplation  of  the  shady  walks,  the  arbours,  the 
elegancies,  the  fruits  to  grow  in  it  after  a  length  of  time ;  or  with  the 
reversion  of  an  estate  to  foil  in  seven  years  hence  ;  and  alt  this  not  the  kss 
for  his  meetibg  with  no  disappointnient  io  the  prosecution  of  his  scheme*, 
nor  ever  entertaining  a  suspicion  that  his  expectation  may  be  frustrated. 
So  there  is  no  inconsistency  in  the  expression  of  a  sure  and  certain  hope : 
for  every  solace  of  mind  taken  in  the  thought  of  a  desirable  good  to  come, 
with  full  assurance  that  it  will  come,  deserves  that  appellation,  and  is  the 
same  kind  of  aflection,  different  only  in  degree,  as  if  the  assurance  were 
abated  by  a  tincture  of  fear  and  uncertainty. 

Our  hopes  and  fears  are  the  main  springs  that  actuate  our  motions ;  and 
according  as  we  proceed  under  the  influence  of  either,  our  time  passes 
agreeably  or  uneasily.  Whoever  could  contrive  means  to  live  constantly 
upon  hope,  wonld  be  a  happy  man :  for  this,  when  warm  and  lively, 
sweetens  labour  and  alleviates  pain,  and  furnishes  a  delidous  entertain- 
ment, if  the  cup  be  not  embittered  by  the  ^prehension  of  danger  or  dis- 
appointment. 

3.  Hope  spreads  her  table  moat  plentifully  when  served  by  Desire,  that 
is,  when  there  is  something  at  hand  to  be  done  towards  attaining  its  com- 
pletion ;  for  then  it  mnltifdiea  and  approximates,  making  the  several  itqw 
expedient  to  be  taken,  so  many  intermediate  objects  of  hope  sncceMively  as 
they  occur  ;  for  else,  if  it  be  fervent,  and  have  no  work  to  keep  the  active 
powers  in  play,  it  is  apt  to  corrupt  into  impatience,  which  is  one  of  the 
most  grinding  species  of  Want,  therefore  I  conceive  it  was  happier  f  w 
Jacob  in  being  put  to  earn  his  mistress  by  a  seven  years'  service,  than  if  h« 
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Lad  only  been  proraiBed  her  mfter  waiting  that  time ;  becanee  impatienoe 
migfat  apend  itaeU  in  Maidoity  to  the  task  enjoined. 

Nevertheleas,  an  aBeoiance  of  good  to  come  can  give  delight,  althou^ 
no  endavoora  of  oar  own  be  needM  to  procore  it ;  and  the  pleaaore  riaea  in 
[mtportion  to  the  degree  of  asaDrance,  which  will  prove  most  durable  when 
foonded  apon  rationtd  grannda ;  yet  it  too  oommonly  atanda  upon  another 
bottom,  especially  in  sangnine  and  volatile  tempen.  For  there  being  a 
great  pleasure  in  bdieving,  that  what  we  like  will  certainly  befall  us,  this 
alone  often  stands  in  heu  of  evidence  :  it  can  work  persuasion,  without  aid 
of  conviction,  and  eflcctually  shot  the  mind  against  every  suggestion  that 
might  tend  to  invalidate  it.  When  people  set  their  hearts  upon  a  thing 
strongly,  yon  shall  see  them  hope  against  hope,  torn  the  most  romantic 
possibiUty  into  a  certainty,  and  poeaess  themselves  with  assurance  of  anc- 
ceeding  in  their  expectations  upon  none  other  grounds  than  because  the 
thought  is  soothing  to  their  imagination.  These  hollow -grounded  hopes, 
the  airy  fabric  of  self- indulging  fency,  though  pleasing  for  the  present, 
prove  very  pernicious  and  often  fatal  in  the  consequences,  slackening  om* 
industry,  taking  us  off  from  the  poiauit  of  real  advantages  we  might  have 
worked  out,  and  making  us  let  go  the  bird  in  hand  for  the  sake  of  tvro  in 
the  bush. 

It  is  oboerved,  that  lotteries  make  the  common  people  idle :  every  one 
that  has  but  the  eightli  part  of  a  ticket,  promises  himself  a  proporticmaUe 
ahaie  in  the  great  prize,  and  wastes  his  time  in  (brecastmg  how  to  lay  out 
the  produce,  when  be  should  be  employed  in  getting  his  livelihood.  Young 
peo^e  just  come  into  posseaaon  of  a  sum  of  money,  jnstify  themselvca  in 
eqoandeTing  it  away,  upon  a  notion  that  they  shall  find  twenty  ways  of 
raising  a  fortune  again,  tboti{^  they  could  never  yet  muster  up  qipUcation 
etMogh  to  earn  a  uxpence.  '1^'adeamen,  newly  entered  upon  business,  set 
np  their  equipages,  and  spend  npon  the  fended  profits  of  succeeding  years. 
Vanity  builds  as  much  upon  achlevementB  that  will  be  made,  as  upon  woriu 
already  perfected.  How  many  ^Hvjectors  persist  obstinately  in  their  niinoos 
eobemea,  against  all  reaaon  and  experiment  ?  How  much  do  the  orthodox 
in  theory  indulge  themselves  in  vicious  pleasorea,  npon  full  presnmpUoa  of 
long  life  and  health,  and  that  repentance  will  come  upon  them  of  its  own 
accord,  just  when  needful,  without  their  aeeking  it  I  In  short,  most  of  the 
hopes  that  tinsd  the  gay  and  bnsy  hours  of  life,  are  faptastic,  unsubstantial, 
precarions,  and  fragile,  or  qni^y  end  in  disappointment ;  or  when  at* 
tained,  &11  bdow  the  expectation,  or  fomiah  bnt  a  short  career  of  employ- 
ment in  the  pnrsuit,  and  require  a  continual  supply  <A  fresh  aims  to  keep 
the  thoughts  in  play,  which  else  must  stagnate,  unless  good  fortune  and 
external  oauaes  throw  in  new  engagements  jnst  aa  the  old  ones  bt^in  ta 
satiate. 

Nor  ia  '""ifci'pd  less  snbject  to  vain  and  imaginary  fears,  for  fear  vrill 
stand  upon  as  narrow  ground  aa  hope :  were  thm  a  lottery  wherein  one 
ticket  should  doom  the  owner  to  be  hanged,  the  apprehenaion  of  drawing 
the  fatal  lot  wouM  tenilj  as  much  aa  the  great  prize  elates ;  for  fear  mul- 
tiplies chances,  and  makes  a  certain  mischief  of  the  remotest  danger.  Hopea 
and  fears  ordinarily  cheqner  human  life,  yet  though  they  mingle,  it  is  Uke 
oil  and  water,  they  will  not  incorporate,  but  take  their  turns  alternately  in 
^ving  solace  or  nneaaineaa,  and  that  sometimes  in  very  quick  successions : 
but  which  of  tbem  shall  predominate  depends  in  great  measure  upon  con- 
stitution, npon  dullness  or  vrannth  <ii  the  blood,  objects  surrounding,  or 
•ysipathy  from  penoiu  stKnigly  affected  with  dther.     For  we  are  often 
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nade  to  hope  by  ethers'  hopea  and  fear,  by  aeeiiig  them  affrighted ;  there* 
fore  pereoiu  of  very  languiDe  or  melancholy  diapoaitions  cannot  do  wotm 
than  in  conMNrting  with  those  <rf  the  «me  ccMiqilBadon. 

4.  This  then  bemg  die  case  with  all  eabdaoaity  hopes,  that  tlwy  cannot 
secure  a  happy  life  withoat  a  loi^  ooncnmBce  of  cncnmstances  not  in  oar 
pow«r  to  command ;  a  competence  of  health  and  sabastence.  a  nBtnral  easi- 
neas  of  temper,  a  prudent  education,  keeping  the  mind  clear  of  tniimlent 
passions  and  restless  desires,  a  taste  for  innocent  aniMement,  a  tncceaaioD 
of  practical  aims  to  hiM  attenlian  engaged,  a  quiet  and  peaceful  aitaation 
widi  respect  to  things  external :  sll  which  seldom  coincide  in  the  sHne  per- 
son, nor  continne  without  frequmt  intermptions.  Since,  then,  this  is  the 
ease  of  earthly  hopes,  let  as  look  up  for  that  hope  which  comes  from  heaven, 
whiidi  lies  open  to  all,  which,  when  well  gnnmded  and  rooted,  can  vChrA 
oomfoTt  in  every  aitaation,  and  which  will  never  deport  from  us  to  the  Isst 
moment  of  onr  lives. 

Hie  object  <rf  this  hope,  in- its  utmost  extent,  is  no  leas  than  the  iriiole  lot 
of  OUT  ^istenoe,  whidi  b^eld  by  the  eye  of  ftitli  exhiUts  an  incompaiaUy 
larger  [fft^rtion  of  eqoyment  than  troiMe :  and  what  few  tronbl^  there 
are,  appear  productive  at  good  greatly  overbalancing  their  pressure.  But 
this  extensive  prospect  is  too  large  for  imagination  to  grasp,  nnlesB  in  some 
few  eeascma  of  retirement,  when  we  con  stretch  our  faculties  to  the  ntmoBt 
verge  of  contemplation.  Tlie  remdenoe  in  tbe  Mundane  Sool,  or  that  final 
state  of  happiness  which  is  tbe  effect  of  pm«  bounty,  not  of  preparati<m  or 
reward,  like  the  distant  stars,  may  cheer  tbe  eye,  but  lies  too  remote  to 
warm  the  heart  with  a  gleam  (tf  faking  hope  :  nor  woaM  avail  for  common 
nse,  because  we  know  <tf  nothing  &at  can  be  4one  for  haateniog-onr  arri- 
val, or  improving  OUT  ccHidition  there.  Wherefore  it  is«nongh  for  practical 
pvpoeee  to  bound  our  thooghts  within  ^eoooseqaeocesof  oar  oenduet  here 
upon  earth,  and  those  in  the  sooceeding  st^es  of  our  journey  dirou^  mat- 
ter, commonly  called  tbe  next  life  ;  wlndi  how  vnony  centuries  it  may  iMt, 
God  only  knows,  to  whom  a  thousand  years  are  as  «ne  day.  Thn  then  is 
our  eternity,  nor  need  we  think  of  anything  beyond :  it  is  like  tbe  ocean, 
whidi  we  term  boundless,  beoouee  the  eye,  endeKvouring  to  trmveree  tt,  loess 
itself  on  all  ndes  in  undistingoishable  air. 

But  a  prospect  to  be  complete  ought  to  contain  book  {^easing  objects 
near  the  eje,  which  cannot  dwell  perpetually  upon  an  anifbrm  horieon 
however  lominons,  willtout  being  rehashed  from  time  to  time  by  lees  dtstunt 
scenes  that  can  be  discerned  dirtmctly.  Nor  need  we  wsnt  those  nearei 
scenes  to  keep  up  our  engsgemcot :  for  the  hope  of  eternity  is  so  far  from 
bong  incompatiUe  with  tempontry  hopes,  tiiat  it  geneiutee  them  in  a  aever- 
Auling  succession.  There  is  always  something  to  be  dsne  fer  profOOtiBg 
our  future  interests,  some  duty  to  be  fulfilled,  some  good  purpose  to  be  driven 
at,  some  opportunity  to  be  improved  in  the  exercise  ef  max  Mtive  powers, 
or  management  of  onr  tliOBghts :  and  thoee  aims  will  tup^  us  with  a  oon> 
staut  series  of  fresh  hopes  for  tbe  soccess  of  our  seversl  endearonre.  Nor 
will  disappointanent  cut  ns  short  in  tbe  prospect ;  for  we  may  still  bspe  fte 
event  will  tnm  oat  to  our  benefit,  or  that  we  shall  find  means  trf  making 
some  good  use  of  it.  And  when  dango*  threatens,  we  tnay  hope,  if  not  to 
escape  the  evil,  at  least  to  recme  it  with  such  fiimness  of  mind  as  tbat  it 
shall  not  hurt  ns,  but  imther  work  out  tome  unseen  advantage. 

5.  The  effectsof  this  hope  are  not  to  be  lotted  for  in  transports  and  ex- 
stades,  for  nothing  violent  can  continue  long ;  bat  -this  hope,  detwiied  te 
afford  a  durable  support,  produces  a  steady,  oaltn  sweni^,  which  Ulte  the 
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4qtNl  flow  of  beokh,  gives  life  and  ease  to  aU  onr  motioiu  ;  for  if  it  be  wcfl 
formed  and  Btroog,  it  will  prove  the  ruling  piindple  erf  actioo,  th^ng  our 
plan  of  co»^ct,  and  all  onr  inferior  aiau  will  branch  ont  from  it.  We  ihall 
ooncider  this  world  aa  preparatory  to  the  next,  and  trust  in  Providence  for 
ktving  placed  every  man  in  the  aitnation  beat  ■'^^'p^M^  to  prepare  him  for 
the  fnnctione  he  will  have  to  ezecate,  and  the  eojoyraenta  he  will  have  to 
expect  hereafter.  We  shaU  then  survey  our  powers,  the  materials  and  i^- 
portmuties  afforded  as  for  using  them,  the  works  we  may  perform  with  them ; 
taking  direction  for  our  meaeores  from  their  tendency  to  promote  content 
and  peace  of  mind,  and  all  other  means  of  happiness,  external  and  internal, 
among  mankind,  not  foi^tting  onr  own  enjoyinentB,  wherever  they  can  be 
had  withoBt  greater  detnmeDt  to  ensae  therefrom  :  for  we  are  parts  of  that 
mankind  irtKMe  temporal  interests  are  our  sorest  mark  to  guide  as  in 
securing  oar  future  hopes.  We  shaU  lay  oat  onr  schemes  greet  and  small 
vpoD  this  bottom,  setting  oorselves  resolutely  to  do  important  services  when- 
ever an  OKKXtmiity  opens ;  whKi  none  offers,  taming  onr  hands  to  any 
present  eatertainment  of  persons  near  ns,  or  oar  own  innocent  amnsemoit. 

For  onr  actrnty  will  never  be  nsdess  to  ns  if  righliy  iqtplied,  ev<u  in  the 
emalleet  matters,  when  nothing  better  lies  within  onr  reach :  and  as  men 
shall  give  accoont  for  every  i<Se,  that  is,  intemperate  word  and  thonght,  so 
every  right  action,  thought,  and  word,  however  trivial,  yet  if  best  siuted  to 
the  present  occasion,  sltsll  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  their  account.  Hence 
we  may  gather  a  constant  self-satirfaction  in  all  oarmotionB,  onr  very  recre- 
atiosB  and  pleasnres  will  atfard  a  sincere  delight,  nnmingled  with  any  bitter 
reflection ;  onr  lawfol  profeasians,  oar  worldly  cares,  the  daily  transactiane 
of  life,  wUl  not  affox  km  of  time,  nor  avocations  from  onr  prindpal  work. 
For  the  same  God,  beang  maker  ot  all  worlds,  visible  and  invisible,  has  con- 
atmcted  each  in  e^ery  partieular  so  as  to  answer  the  porposes  of  the  rest : 
thereitxe  we  are  to  esteem  nothing  trivid  and  ouayailing  that  befalls  in  his 
laws  of  nature  wtd  conrses  of  providence ;  and  may  believe  that  every  right 
aotiofi  which  the  present  occasion  calls  fbr,  is  the  work  we  aic  called  iqun 
by  God  to  perform,  and  though  it  does  not  make  so  large  strides  as  the 
ndooas  exercises  of  virtu,  yet  advances  as  something  forward  towards  our 
foialgo^ 

The  like  rdection  loay  satisfy  us  with  wtotever  ocomrencea  or  outward 
acddents  happen,  wherHn  we  had  bo  hand,  for  we  n»y  trust  they  have 
tbdr  ia^ortant  uses,  which  we  cannot  discern,  and  are  the  most  iqtpoaite 
tbat  ootud  be  Bkoeeo  for  the  purposes  intended  :  fbr  all  things,  evcu  tiiose 
seeaungly  Ifae  moM  insigBificant,  woifc  together  far  onr  good.  When  the 
ai^ht  «  disMtars  or  calanuttes  forces  as  to  thiidt  of  the  many  dangera  and 
mischieft  incident  to  human  life,  we  may  confide  in  the  mercy  of  Providence 
for  distribatiBg  then  where  th^  will  u&  ligfatetf,  aad  putting  cftdi  persoa 
to  that  Idul  of  trial  whidi  he  ia  beatable  and  bestqi^ified  to  go  through. 
And  lAen  evila  actually  come  vpon  bb,  we  mhy  ngard  them  as  oar  share 
in  the  necessary  bmrdens  of  puUic  service :  we  know  they  are  bnt  tcnqionny, 
Mul  may  consider -onra^es  m  l&eB  as  earning  some  certain  unknown  profit. 
or  at  least  that  the  jcv  of  having  supported  fliem  manfidly  will  be  a  neai 
reward  to  oompennie  for  the  present  troiibl&  If  jtbcnotinhtuaannatnre 
to  receive  parfect  ease  under  Um  most  ptesungev^  from  the  sslve  of  hiqM, 
it  will  at  worst  aanage  the  smait,  and  oast  in  gleams  of  soothing  comfort 
at  frequent  intervals.  Tbm  the  dSoaoy  of  this  virtu  extends  to  all  we  do, 
and  all  we  see :  it  brightens  the  scenes  around  ns,  and  fills  vp  our  time  with 
■tersstii^  engagements ;  it  givei  confidence  in  danger,  inspires  vigour  in 
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difficult  enterpriaes,  and  juMifiM  in  trifles  and  amasementB ;  it  aweetensoni 

pleasoreB,  and  alleyiates  oar  pains. 

6.  All  this,  it  may  be  Baid,  exhibita  a  glorioBB  prospect  in  contemplation ; 
but  hoir  ahall  we  find  it  practicable  to  gain  so  strong  and  lively  a  hope  as 
ahall  work  mich  powerful  effects  ?  For  passion  and  fauman  infimitr  often 
■UTprise  us  into  measures  that  justly  check  our  hopes,  or  when  best  disposed 
the  darkneas  of  oar  nnderstandings  leaves  us  unou^in  what  coune  to  steer, 
and  raises  suspicions  that  we  may  be  doing  wrong,  when  most  careful  to  do 
right ;  but  without  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  our  conduct  there  can  be 
no  ground  for  hope  to  stand  upon.  Now  I  fear  it  is  but  too  trae,  thatsocfa 
vivid  hope  as  above  supposed  never  yet  was  found  among  the  eons  of  men ; 
but  it  is  our  business  to  examine  tbinga  in  their  pei'fection,  and  when  we 
see  what  excellent  fruits  they  will  produce  in  that  state,  it  will  be  an  encoa- 

.Tugement  to  approach  aa  near  thereto  as  possible,  for  we  shall  reap  a  beoeit 
proportionable  to  the  advance  we  make. 

Hope  then  has  a  natural  tendency  to  smooth  the  ground  for  itself  to  walk 
upon,  for  it  takes  off  our  eye  from  those  little  aims  and  fond  desires  which 
stir  np  the  passions  obstnicting  its  career,  and  dispels  the  clouds  that  nuke 
US  suspicions  of  our  judgment  being  &ulty.  For  invincible  ignorance  and 
unavoidable  mistake  are  no  fanlts,  and  may  well  ccnmst  with  confidence  in 
the  rectitude  of  onr  conduct :  we  become  diffident  when  we  mistmst  that 
some  secret  bias  has  warped  our  judgment  to  determine  against  evidence, 
that  we  have  not  weighed  the  point  impartially,  nor  given  it  the  full  consi- 
deration we  might,  and  ought.  But  in  proportion  to  the  vigour  of  our  hopsB, 
it  will  abate  the  causes  of  that  diffidence ;  for  where  the  treuure  is,  there 
the  heart  will  be  also ;  and  since  it  is  the  evil  inclinations  of  the  heart  that 
pervert  the  judgment,  whenever  that  issetrig^t  we  shall  judge  fairly  upon  the 
lights  before  us,  which  how  imperfect  soever  they  may  be,  we  abidl  quickly 
see  what  they  direct  to ;  and  the  consciousness  of  having  made  the  best 
use  of  them,  without  obscuring  them  by  any  mists  of  our  own  raiung,  will 
^re  us  a  confidence  in  the  rectitude  of  our  measures,  though  we  may  be 
doubtful  of  the  success. 

7.  Bnch  then  being  the  natural  effects  of  hope,  it  will  be  worth  whOe  to 
cultivate  it  with  all  our  diligence ;  but  if  it  stand  upon  a  tottering  fonndatian, 
it  will  have  strength  to  produce  none  of  them ;  it  may  please  the  fancy  a 
little  in  time  of  ease,  but  will  fail  as  when  we  want  it  most.  Wherefore  it 
behoves  us  to  bmld  our  hopes  upon  a  solid  foundation,  which  cannot  be  laid 
surer  than  in  the  full  conviction  of  our  reason,  upon  8  fiur  and  careful  exa- 
mination of  the  grounds  and  several  stages  whereon  we  raise  them :  for  these 
we  are  to  understand  by  the  golden  chain  wherewith  the  goddess  holds  to 
ber  andior. 

I  have  done  mine  endeavonrs  in  the  course  of  this  work  towards  tracing 
the  links  of  this  golden  chain,  and  showing  theirsevetal  connections,  by  the 
dependence  of  e&cts  iqxm  causes  all  denved  from  one  original,  by  explain- 
ing how  freewill  takes  her  turns  upon  antecedent  motive*  flowing  from  the 
same  source,  by  the  divine  Goodness  distributing  a  &r  greater  proportion 
of  enjojmient  than  suffering,  evidenced  in  our  experience  of  the  woiU 
around  us,  by  the  Attribute  of  Equity  iusariog  to  us  our  full  shan  of  the 
good  distributed,  by  the  nature  of  Justice  founded  upon  expedience  for  the 
general  good,  and  by  the  reasons  aU^^ed  in  support  of  this  life  being  jnepa- 
ratory  to  the  next.  But  whether  anybody  shall  find  this  method  fit  for  hia 
use,  or  think  another  preferaUe,  it  will  behove  him  to  satisfy  himself  well 
and  thoroughly  in  every  step  he  takes,  that  be  may  secure  a  well-ptnmded 
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confidenc*  in  his  detennitiationB,  not  liable  to  mietnut  and  soBpicions  after- 
mrds. 

That  thie  can  be  done  by  the  force  of  hnman  reason  exerting  itself  in 
philosophical  disquisitions,  remains  to  be  proved  by  experience  of  such  as' 
shall  set  themselves  strennously  to  make  the  trial ;  but  how  good  soever 
their  success  may  be,  they  will  find  it  impossible  to  render  the  whole  process 
whereby  they  attained  it  clear  and  striking  to  the  generality  of  mankind, 
who  are  much  better  able  to  pass  a  judgment  upon  historical  evidence  and 
matters  of  fact,  than  npon  metaphysical  abstractions.  A  series  of  super- 
natural events  and  revelations  for  many  ages,  fixmi  the  beginning  of  the 
wtH'ld,  is  evidence  of  a  superintending  Providence  that  cannot  fail  to  work 
upon  the  dullest  apprehension.  The  methods  taken  in  the  redemption  of 
mankind,  the  promise  of  salvation  to  all  who  lay  bold  of  it,  can  leave  no 
room  to  doubt  of  the  Divine  mercy  and  goodness.  A  system  of  roles  and 
doctrines  recorded  from  the  mouths  of  teachers  authentically  commissioned 
from  God,  remain  a  certain  fund  from  whence  to  draw  those  sentiments  ctf 
his  Nature  and  Attributes,  and  those  measures  of  conduct  whereon  onr 
hopes  may  be  directly  founded,  without  the  intervention  of  long  reasonings 
to  sustain  the  fabric.  Whoever  is  sufficiently  convinced  in  bis  honest  jn<^- 
ment  that  these  are  the  foundations  whereon  he  may  securely  rest  in  his 
hopes,  let  him  inculcate  them  strongly  upon  his  mind  by  fr«qnent  medita- 
tion, and  by  due  practice  of  the  institutions  established  for  that  purpose,  that 
his  conviction  may  become  an  habitual  persuasion :  for  till  then  it  will  not 
cherish  him  vrith  a  constant  gleam  of  hope,  nor  obtain  a  steady  influence 
npon  his  conduct. 

And  because  happiness  in  the  abstract,  without  idea  of  any  particular  en- 
joyments whereof  it  may  consist,  though  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  judgment, 
does  not  touch  the  afiections  so  much  as  when  figured  by  sensible  images, 
therefore  it  may  be  serviceable  to  employ  some  hypothesis  to  give  scope  for 
imag^aCion  to  expatiate  upon.  For  this  purpose  what  I  have  so^ested 
before  concerning  the  vehicular  state,  may  serve  for  such  as  can  fall  into  the 
train  of  thinking  there  pursued ;  but  for  those  who  csn  conceive  no  sense 
nor  activity,  unless  in  a  human  shape,  and  a  body  more  than  five  feet  high, 
the  images  of  thrones,  white  robes,  palms,  and  chanting  perpetual  halle- 
lujahs, are  ordinarily  propounded.  Whatever  particular  scheme  of  enjoy* 
menta  a  man  can  think  of  with  most  consistence  and  probability  in  bis  own 
conception,  will  suit  him  best ;  for  the  intent  of  it  is  not  to  prove  anything 
but  to  give  a  fuller  apprehension  of  what  is  already  proved  npon  other 
grounds. 

8.  Hue  apprehension  is  the  thing  that  turns  our  knowledge  into 
Faitb,  and  makes  the  necessary  foundation  of  Hope :  for  the  contemplation 
of  a  desirable  object,  while  tbere  is  a  suspicion  that  we  cannot  attain  it,  or 
that  it  will  not  be  procured  for  us,  can  at  moet  amount  to  a  wish,  it  can 
never  rise  to  hope.  Faith  nnderstood  in  the  most  comprehensive  sense,  in- 
cludes hope :  and  then  only  produces  the  good  effects  ascribed  to  it  in  the 
last  Chapter,  of  saving,  sancti^ing,  justifying,  and  enabling  us  to  live  a  life 
of  rigbteouBoess.  For  it  ctmsists  in  a  strong  persuasion  of  the  important 
tnitha  of  religion,  and  a  touching  sensibiUty  of  the  benefits  expectant  there- 
from, as  has  been  already  observed  in  ^  24  of  the  same  chapter.  But  very 
commonly  it  is  used  in  a  more  restrained  sense,  being  confined  to  the  per- 
sunsion  done,  and  then  the  sensibility  becomes  a  distinct  virtue,  taking  the 
name  of  hope.  This  often  misleads  the  zealot  to  place  his  dependence  upon 
orthodoxy  or  mere  persuasion :  whereas  faith  in  this  narrow  acceptation  will 


by  Google 


270  HOPE. 

iinswer  no  good  parpoM  effectually :  it  can  ncitbcr  rave,  nor  nnctify.  nor 
jiutify,  nor  be  the  actoating  principle  whereby  the  just  shall  live:  ita  oaa 
lies  aaij  in  ttrviag  for  ■  baau  wbo'eon  to  erect  a  mote  beaefieial  nper- 
etractnre.  TitenioK  it  is  necessary  to  add  to  onr  bitli  the  Tirtne  of  hope, 
which  may  give  lu  a  feeling  sokee  in  the  tratba  we  acknovkdee,  and  nrge 
to  the  prosecDtioB  of  those  odTantages  they  repreaentna  attainable.  For  it 
■a  hope  that  draws  a  present  froition  from  joys  at  a  distance,  and  nUNS  « 
desire  to  pnnne  the  measures  needful  for  obtaining  tbcm.  Froea  hence  it 
appears  that  hc^  bears  ae  near  an  affinity  as  faith  to  the  cordial  virtue  of 
fWtence,  which  cooiiBte  not  so  mndi  in  extent  of  knowledge  or  atrei^A  of 
imnnaiinn.  aa  in  a  quick  leosibility  of  remote  good,  giving  it  the  preference 
before  [veaeDt  impulse,  enabling  ■»  to  make  use  of  onr  knowledge  and 
follow  onr  peranasioni.  And  the  same  principle  constitiites  the  esBcnce  of 
Fortitude  and  Temperance,  which  do  not  lie  in  an  insensQiility  of  danger  or 
taatiliuiiwM  of  pleasure,  nor  yet  in  a  specnlattve  jndgmeut  of  the  rectitode 
and  e^edieace  there  is  in  haTarding  the  <»ie,  and  foregomg  the  other;  bat  in 
a  vivid  eng^ing  proe^MCt  of  the  advantages  to  be  purchased  by  undergoing 
peril,  paiD,  nid  adf-denial.  Therefore  that  faith  which  removes  mountains, 
and  paaaea  undismayed  through  fiery  trials,  matt  be  aided  and  sparred  on 
by  a  fervent  ^w  of  hope,  or  it  cotdd  never  perform  those  ezpliuta. 

Bat  fear,  too,  most  be  foonded  upon  penuBeion,  for  withoot  an  apprehea- 
simi  of  impending  danger  there  is  nothing  to  be  a&aid  cf.  'Whidi  qipre- 
bension  is  ao  ^  firom  being  an  ingredient  in  perfect  faith,  that  in  many  in- 
stances it  is  mischievons  and  blameahle :  an  inaensibiity  and  hardness  of 
temper  agunst  inevitable  evil«,  and  each  as  are  prudential,  that  ia,  expedient 
to  be  nndergone  fcff  sake  of  the  good  consequences  rednndaiU  from  them, 
is  a  deaireble  quality,  were  it  practicable  1^  mortal  man,  and  ia  mainly 
prodnctive  of  Fortitude.  Fear  ia  so  far  only  aerviceaUe,  aa  necessary  to 
bq^  caution,  which  may  awaken  onr  vigilance  and  stimulate  oar  indoe- 
try  in  the  proaecntion  of  measnre*  likely  to  ward  off  an  impendhig  evil, 
lierefore  there  is  a  holy  fear  atrongjy  recommended  in  the  Goi^,  which 
ha*  it*  foundation  in  faith,  aa  springing  from  a  quick  apprehension  of  the 
dangers  of  wickedneae :  and  which  produces  attrition,  the  first  step  toward* 
repentance.  Yet  ia  tbia  fear  never  ranked  among  the  theological  virtaes,  aa 
bung  no  more  than  a  aaccedaneam  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  hope ;  there- 
fore can  never  be  wboBjr  laid  aside  with  safety  by  us  impeifect  mortals,  in 
whom  there  is  always  more  or  less  of  such  deficiency ;  but  if  onr  faith  could 
once  rise  to  its  full  completion,  so  aa  to  actuate  ns  with  a  fervent  hope,  or 
perpetual  appetence  of  the  happiness  put  into  our  power  to  attain,  there 
would  be  no  use  for  the  sucoedaneutn,  nor  wanld  it  be  compatible  therewith; 
becanse  carrying  always  some  degree  of  nneaainese,  for  in  all  fear  there  ia 
trament. 

Hie  aim  proposed  to  be  attained  by  Religioa  ia  called  by  two  appdlatioiu, 
Salvatioa  and  etoval  Life,  whidt  are  mnat  commonly  conjded  together  or 
used  promiacuoualy  as  synonymous  terms,  because  if  the  one  be  obtained  tlie 
ether  irill  follow  of  coarse :  yet  are  they  tUstinct  objects,  one  eahiUting  a 
deliverance  from  miaay,  the  other  an  instatement  in  actual  happinew.  And 
the  lonner  may  be  aeporated  in  idea  from  the  lattee",  for  annihilatian  or  p«r- 
petaal  sleep  ironld  eflsctnally  eeeure  a  deliverance  from  miaer^r :  so  that  the 
Lucretian  hypothesis  did  not  want  ground*  to  flatter  ita  votaries  with  the 
hopes  of  salvation,  though  it  afliarded  no  proapect  of  poMtive  enjoyment, 
much  leaa  of  eternal  life.  But  thanks  be  tA  God,  who  has  now  put  into  our 
power,  not  barely  to  work  out  onr  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  but 
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fvAer  to  inherit  the  promise  of  eternal  life  by  a  steady  tmst  in  the  diapen- 
Mtione  of  his  Providence  :  (his  then  ia  the  brightest  tide  of  onr  prospect,  re- 
flecting the  most  eherishing  warmth  to  ripen  our  theolopcal  virtues. 
Wherdbre  it  seems  on  indiscntiMi  in  tome  tea^ien  to  dwelt  too  mndi  npon 
the  word  Salvation  asd  the  wretdwdneaa  esc^ied  tliereby :  for  soch  language 
chimed  incemantly  in  the  ears  is  apt  insensiUy  to  introdace  a  terror  and 
melancholy  over  &e  imagination,  by  confining  it  perpetoallY  to  the  contem- 
plation of  dismal  objects,  and  keeping  it  an  utter  stranger  to  those  exhila- 
rating onea,  which  would  supply  constant  fuel  to  the  {Aeoung  flame  of  hc^, 
and  make  Religion  cheerfiil. 

9.  Hope  and  fear,  as  I  have  observed  before,  are  the  two  main  springs  that 
actuate  human  life,  and  this  as  well  in  the  exerrases  of  Religion  as  in  onr 
common  tiamactioiu.  Fear  ia  nanallj  employed  first,  because  you  have 
nothing  to  propose  to  the  carnal  man  capable  of  exciting  his  desires;  so  you 
can  only  rouse  him  by  the  terror  of  mischiefo  to  ensue  if  he  peraiats  in  fol- 
lowing the  bent  of  his  perver«e  inclinations :  therefore  Religion  is  repre- 
sented in  the  light  of  duty  and  obligation,  and  the  acts  f^  it  as  matter  of 
necessity,  not  of  choice.  But  after  the  old  desires  are  worn  oS,  when  a  liking 
ia  acquired  to  right  action,  and  a  satis&ctdon  expected  in  the  performanoe  of 
it,  there  ia  room  then  for  the  spring  of  hope  to  play ;  which  having  taken 
good  hold  on  the  wheels  of  action,  they  wUl  run  more  smoothly  and  do  their 
work  more  effectually  than  while  impelled  by  fear.  Therefore  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wiadom,  but  pmiect  love  caateth  out  fear,  and 
renderetl)  it  needlesa  :  for  whoever  has  a  hearty  desire  to  do  as  he  onght, 
has  no  occasion  to  think  of  the  consequences  that  would  follow  upon  omit- 
ting it :  his  liking  to  the  work  will  carry  him  through  it  better  than  any 
slavish  dread  that  might  hang  over  him. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  but  too  frequent  among  persona  of  the  strictest  piety 
that  they  act  more  upon  motivea  of  terror  than  of  hope ;  they  are  rather  soli- 
citous to  escape  hell  than  to  gain  heaven,  and  have  the  miseries  of  the  former 
oftener  in  their  thought  than  the  joyful  prospect  of  making  advances  towards 
the  latter:  thereby  making  a  grievous  burden  of  Religion,  which  God  has 
given  us  for  our  trneat  solace,  and  for  a  more  solid  enjoyment  than  any  sen- 
sual pleasures  can  afford.  He  has  declared  that  his  yoke  is  easy  and  hia 
burden  light ;  therefore  if  we  find  the  yoke  galling  and  the  burden  heavy, 
we  may  be  nace  it  ia  owing  to  some  mistake  or  mismanagement  of  our  own . 
But  that  Eteligion  has  taken  this  melancholy  cast,  proceeded  from  the  wicked 
attificea  of  designing  persons  in  those  ages  when  it  was  made  an  engine  of 
policy  and  spiritoal  tyranny :  for  they  well  knew,  that  the  more  they  oould 
terrify  mankind,  tlie  eaaier  they  might  govern  them,  and  how  advantageons 
it  must  prove  to  themselves  to  exclude  all  other  hopes  than  such  as  coiud  be 
purchased  from  them  for  money,  or  for  the  most  abject  submiBaion  and  im- 
plicit obedience. 

When  our  forefathers  had  rescued  themselves  from  this  oppression,  still  it 
was  not  easy  to  turn  men  wholly  out  of  their  aid  train  of  thinking  ;  many 
iiyudicbus  preachers,  those  especially  who  pretend  to  set  up  a  purer  form  of 
Religion  than  the  estabhshed,  strove  to  affright  rather  than  invite  their 
hearers  into  it :  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  were  displayed  in  full  colours,  the 
doctrine  of  the  strait  gate  was  strongly  insisted  on,  and  the  gate  made 
straiter  than  ever  the  Gospel  described  it,  impracticable  heights  of  devotion 
required,  and  religious  exercises  incompatible  with  dte  bumess  of  Ufe  en- 
Joined  as  indiq>ensable  duties,  holiness  made  to  consist  in  the  excessive  use 
of  what  is  only  the  food  to  sustain  it,  and  perfection  greater  tJian  hninan  na- 
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ture  can  reach  exacted  under  pain  of  reproba.tiDn.  Such  atrains  as  these 
perpetuiLlly  chimed  in  the  eara  often  raise  great  disqnietudee  in  the  minds  of 
the  serious  and  well-disposed,  makingthemaneasyin  what oughttobe their 
comfort :  for  because  they  cannot  rise  to  the  fervoan  of  Mth  and  strictness 
of  disdpline  enjoined,  they  continually  disturb  themselves  with  the  thoaghts 
of  not  being  good  enoogb,  and  therefore  sdll  remaining  childreu  of  perdi- 
tioD. 

10.  But  the  saving  faith,  as  described  in  the  last  Chapter,  consists  in  ri|;ht 
sentimenta  of  God,  his  Attribnte*  and  dealings  with  mankind,  not  in  ari^t 
estimation  of  our  own  actions,  or  a  persuasion  of  their  coming  op  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  Gospel :  therefore  it  is  a  groundless  fear  that  arises 
in  the  weakly  pious  from  the  want  of  this  persuasion,  which  is  not  want  of 
faith.  They  believe  in  the  power  and  mercies  of  iGod  without  reserve,  and 
make  no  doubt  he  will  folfiil  his  promises  to  such  ea  perform  the  condi- 
tioas  annexed  to  them ;  if  then  they  sbtmld  ful  of  tbe  assurance  they  have 
real  grounds  to  entertain  of  their  having  performed  the  conditions  of  ac- 
ceptance, this  is  a  misfortune  but  not  a.  sin,  it  moat  necessarily  make  them 
uneasy  fbr  the  present,  but  does  not  affect  their  foture  interests,  nor  are 
they  the  worse  men  for  thinking  themselves  bad :  to  make  their  case  a 
want  of  faith,  they  mutt  beUeve  they  have  complied  with  all  the  terms  en- 
joined,  and  yet  that  they  shall  be  never  tbe  better  for  it,  which  is  a  kind 
of  terror  they  never  fall  under ;  so  their  distrost  is  not  of  God,  but  of  them- 
selves and  their  own  performances. 

NevertheksB,  as  ancb  distrust  is  not  only  painful  but  a  hinderance  to 
their  progress,  for  a  man  never  does  his  work  so  weU  as  with  a  decent 
confidence  of  sncceedtng,  let  us  endeavour  to  probe  it  to  the  bottom  i  and 
in  order  thereto  examine  how  we  are  to  understand  your  good  people  when 
tliey  complain  of  not  being  good  enough.  If  they  mean  not  so  good  as  to 
render  it  needless  to  seek  any  further  improvements  in  their  power,  this  is 
a  degree  of  goodness  they  must  never  expect  to  attain ;  and  were  it  made 
necessary  to  salvation,  no  man  could  be  saved ;  for  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good,  ao  much  good  as  he  ought,  no  not  one.  Tbe  Apostles  themselves 
never  pretended  to  be  good  enough  in  this  sense :  Paul  Iwd  a  messenger  of 
Satan  to  buffet  him,  and  received  his  heavenly  gifts  in  earthen  vessels : 
Peter  thrice  denied  his  master,  and  after  the  effusions  of  Pentecost  was  so 
much  in  the  wrong,  that  Paul  found  it  necessary  to  withstand  hiro  to  the 
face;  and  John  declares,  that  if  any  man  say  that  he  hath  no  sin  he 
deceiveth  himself,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  faim.  Therefore  no  man  is  so 
good  but  that  he  ought  to  watdi  and  improve  every  feasible  opportunity  of 
making  himself  better :  nor  has  just  cause  of  disquietude  because  there  still 
remains  room  for  making  further  advances  in  faith  as  well  as  good  works, 
and  attaining  purer  and  fuller  sentiments  than  he  yet  possesses  of  God  and 
his  promises. 

If  by  good  enough  be  understood  enough  to  bring  them  within  reach  of 
tbe  divine  acceptance  and  mercies,  let  them  remember  that  these  are  not 
confined  to  an  unsinning  obedience,  but  extend  to  all  who  come  to  God  by 
a  lively  faith ;  which  ^th  is  manifested  in  an  habitual  disposition  and  sin- 
cere desire  to  do  his  Will.  Bat  that  there  are  other  desires  assaulting  the 
mind  is  no  proof  of  there  not  being  this :  temptation  and  human  infirmity 
may  overpower,  ignorance  or  error  may  overcloud,  want  of  present  oppor- 
tunity may  stapoate,  but  do  not  destroy  it :  in  these  cases  it  lies  dormant, 
its  activity  remains  suspended,  but  it  is  not  dead.  If  we  find  it  awakening  in 
us  spontaneously  at  frequent  intervals,  prompting  to  good  works  as  often  as  a 
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bir  occanon  open*,  perpetaally  itroggHng .  with  the  eaeiay,  uneuy  when 
mmttered,  uid  openting  as  a  prioctple  of  action  whenever  we  have  Uie  free 
oonunand  of  oar  motioiu ;  we  may  know  there  is  such  a  hahit  subeiBting 
alive  within  as,  and  may  trust  it  will  find  acceptance  with  the  Searcher  of 

'  Thia  life  is  a  warfare,  and  as  such  liable  to  vanous  turns  of  fortune ;  we 
must  expect  often  to  be  foiled  by, the  enemy,  and  though  we  may  often 
overcome,  we  must  nerer  expect  an  entire  conquest ;  but  b  war  nothing 
is  ao  dangerous  as  a  sudden  panic  or  a  settled  despondency ;  and  though 
vigilance  and  cantion  be  necessary,  ccntTBge  and  confidence  are  more  ne- 
oeasary  to  support  a  combatant  in  the  day  of  trial.  Therefore  we  may 
turn  onr  fears  against  themselves,  as  having  most  reason  to  be  afraid  of 
being  afraid :  for  terror  and  trepidation  would  anstring  our  nerves,  and 
deprive  us  of  judgment  to  moke  oar  best  defences,  and  the  best  use  of  onr 
advantages. 

In  order  to  get  rid  of  our  fears,  it  will  be  hdpful  to  know  the  sources 
from  whence  they  spring ;  one  is  the  indiscretion  of  teachers  and  writers 
of  good  books,  who  lay  down  that  as  an  indispensable  duty  which  is  only 
the  proper  aim  of  onr  endeavours;  for  these  two  are  very  different:  he 
that  shoots  at  a  target  may  aim  at  the  white  spot  in  the  middle,  withoot 
thinking  himself  nndone  if  he  should  miss  it :  eo  to  aim  at  perfection  is  cer- 
tainly commendable,  but  to  attain  it  cannot  be  a  duty,  because  it  is  impos- 
sible. We  are  taugbt.  Be  ye  perfect,  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven 
is  perfect ;  hot  this  is  proposed  as  an  object  of  our  sincere  wishes,  not  a 
inle  of  our  conduct ;  for  surely  no  man  can  expect  to  equal  God  himself  in 
holiness  and  rectitude. 

The  same  indiscretion  likewise  misplaces  onr  aim,  by  fixing  it  nltimatdv 
upon  religions  exercises,  and  acts  of  high  devotion,  which  are  only  the 
means  of  strengthening  our  habitual  disposition  of  acting  rightly  in  the 
duties  of  our  station,  and  our  intercourses  among  one  ano^er,  of  resisting 
die  impulses  of  passion  and  inordinate  appetite,  and  of  behaving  with  pro- 
priety according  to  every  present  occasion  in  active  life ;  for  by  our  man- 
ner of  performing  these,  we  may  show  our  obedience  to  the  Will  of  Heaven 
aa  much  as  by  our  mental  services,  and  by  these  may  make  proof  whether 
the  others  have  been  efiectnal :  whereas  by  despising  rectitude  and  pro- 
priety  of  conduct  in  common  matters,  which  yet  are  duties  in  their  proper 
season,  men  lose  many  opportunities  of  satis&ction  they  might  receive  in 
pursuit  of  feasible  aims  wherein  they  would  acquit  themselves  well,  snd  fix 
their  eye  upon  impracticable  assiduities  and  ajxIuoub  heights  of  ReUgios, 
wherein  they  must  meet  with  continual  disappointment  and  alarms  at  having 
feQen  short  of  their  intention. 

Another  pemicions  mistake  of  indiscreet  zeal  lies  in  teaching  men  to 
judge  of  themselves  by  comparison ;  they  must  be  better  than  other  people, 
or  they  are  wicked  creatures ;  they  must  aspire  at  Saintship,  and  become 
heroes  in  Religion,  or  they  are  nothing.  Tim  may  be  called  a  spiritual 
ambition,  which  always  dnws  alter  it  a  spiritual  pride,  making  them  cen- 
sorious, inequitable,  turning  everything  to  the  worst  side ;  and  so  rigid  in 
their  notions  of  righteousness,  that  they  cannot  themselves  come  up  to  the 
terms  they  exact  from  others ;  which  unavoidably  must  fill  them  with  vex'^ 
ation  and  d^spondeocy.  I  would  not  dissuade  any  man  from  aspiring  to 
the  highest  dcfj^reee  of  virtue  he  shall  find  feasible,  nor  even  from  heartily 
wuhing  to  attain  gre&ter  heights  than  he  can  reach ;  but  why  may  not  ha 
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do  (lus  witkout  thoi^lil  of  snrpaiBuig  otttre  ?  IIwtq  ahowniatheCbiptw 
on  Vaoitf,  that  tbere  is  a  m^eiHl  diScmice  between  the  desire  of  rTfd 
kace  tuid  the  desire  ef  excdling :  nditttde  ^  KBtinent  and  actioB  an 
excellencies  in  thcmsdvea,  widtout  TcftfMiee  to  what  othei  people  thtok  or 
do,  and  if  oar  conecience  bears  lu  witness  that  we  have  a  sincere  hatitaat 
deeiw  of  them,  what  hnrt  is  it  to  oa  that  Aontaada  beside  hsT*  the  like 
testimciuji  ?  Tliece  i*  room  in  heaven  for  as  all,  aad  we  ni^  he  ^ad  to 
persuade  oandves  that  all  withont  exc«ptii»  shall  get  thithtf ;  bnt  aince 
we  cannot  find  sidficieiit  warrant  to  be^ne  this,  lei  «a  Maud  rtlipnunl  to 
sBi^  as  few  exoeptKHiB  aa  impartial  reason  and  caadonr  will  pennk. 

N<v  shall  we  fail  to  find  oar  own  aooonnt  in  this  pEoaednrtt ;  iat  a  bbbb 
Biay  much  easier  and  miore  rationally  satitfy  *■■"■»»'*  that  God  ia  gcttd  to 
multitodes  than  to  a  small,  select  number:  bis  dependenee  will  rest  better 
upon  the  largeneBS  of  divine  meroy,  thaa  upon  bis  own  pecnlisc  VMriti. 
l^erefbre  he  need  not  be  ehy  of  giving  everybody  their  due,  as  wdl  of  com-. 
aendation  for  their  weB-doinge,  ao  of  •xcnae-  and  BXtenaation  for  dkeir 
■niacarriages,  whenever  there  is  room  for  it:  for  he  th«t  will  be  enticed  to> 
take  the  soiae  allowanees  for  himself  be  has  aa«d  to  ndt»  for  others :  bn 
conscience  will  fbUaw  dM  rule  in  Ibc  Gospel,  With  that  meuara  jt  mete 
it  shaU  be  measured  to  yon  again  ;  and  he  may  aaploy  the  like  style  of 
jM^yer  u  taog^  there :  FatW,  judge  of  our  tray  asses  with  the  nnur 
favourable  coutrwlian  aa  we  have  judged  upon  the  tteapaasce  (^  ood 
nei^bour. 

Thus  the  tlvee  virtoea  ooacar  in  snppotting  one  another :  Chari^  iriiick 
tbinketh  no  evil,  strengdiens  onr  Faith,  enlivens  and  brightem  our  Hope :  on 
the  contrary,  the  narrow-minded,  the  spiritually  proud,  the  sewe  md  the 
T^d,  are  ever  found  to  abauad  most  laigdy  in  misgivioga,  tenors,  and  (fis- 
quietudes  for  their  own  safe^.  Yet  a  gieat  detd  d^ands  upon  naturaL 
temperament  and  the  state  of  our  bodily  hononrs :  titere  are  aome  ia 
whom  yon  can  scarce  raise  an.  idunw  SAd  other*  whom  you  can  never  ib- 
spire  edlh  a  cheerful  thought,  how  jnit  veason  soever  there  may  be  for- 
sithcr ;  but  dtere  are  fenr  wthoid  th«r  vioiaNtodea  of  temper.  When  the 
Uood  runs  chill,  and  the  i^iritalim,  dure  is  an  uneasiness  which,  having 
no  apparent  cause,  is  gen^alfy  mirtaken  by  persons  of  a  serioua  turn  for 
uQeasiness  of  mind,  and  gires  occasiaa  for  ^mandleae  sn^cions  that  all 
is  not  right  there :  th^  aie  most  sdieilonB  than,  tn  pass  a  judgnent  upoB 
tbemaelves,  an4  ihe  jndgme^  they  pau  ii  alwKya  onoir  and  enfevonraUa. 
Wherefore  it  bebovea  es  ta>  observe  the  mediaoiGa]  tacea  of  ear  jm^ibm- 
tion,  aad  when  WBible  of  them,  to  iiiiwuii  onr  ealf  atammifWnw  tar 
tiioee  seasons  wherein  ear  jodgment  is  okereat  and.  en*  endentanding 
most  open :  and  if  we  make  our  deciHons  carefiilly  then,  we  B>f  pecaarve 
a  confidenoeintttemaAecwardB,  tlMoghwe  nhnnlil  Inrr  light  nf  thn  Tnwmi 
whereon  tb^  were  granndsd. 

1 1 .  But  feaiB  cannot  be  banished  preeantly,  nor  ought  they  to  ba  let 
go  unless  in  ]Kopartion  as  there  is  a  better  prinoiple-  spai^ng  op  to  ae- 
tuate  our  ^'■^"f" :  therefore  the  beat  way  of  casting  onl  fiai  ie  by  touring 
the  mind  to  hope,  and  making  it  onr  bnsiecas  tO'  seek  for  thoae  lonma 
Irom  whence  it  may  be  dfawn^  wjiit^  sf^  a  little  pwliea  will-aroear  not 
to  be  so  scarce  nor  scanty  ae  migid  have  baen  inagined  betare  mwiinfl  the 
trial.  But  it  behovea  os  not  to  take  np.  owe  thoughts  too  hesli^  befwe  we 
have  well  satisfied  onrsehea  of  their  fouMteions,  and  settled  than  tiwrou^y 
in  otu-'  judgment :  for  if  any  of  tbero  stand  i^on  hollow  grannd,  or  ^ipear 
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to  totter  upon  a  Ntbieqiiein  reriew,  this  *ill  fix  «uch  ■  anspicion  upon  the 
mt  tkat  lie  ihsll  nova  be  able  to  place  a  eecnre  dependence  upon  them. 

The  hope  of  a  bleseed  immortality,  if  well  grounded,  ia.^  never-failing* 
■onfoe  of  aatialMtuiD  whenercr  the  mind  stands  in  a  situation  and  temper 
to  eontemjdftte  it  Mrongly.  and  throws  in  many  a  pleasing  reflection  at  in- 
tcmls  between  onr  wchIJIt'  engagements.  But  this  is  too  remote  a  pros- 
pect tor  martBi  eye  to  feed  constantly  open ;  nor  need  it,  having  other  snp- 
^iee&vmneaiier  objects  lying  in  die  line  towards  this.  Therefore  it  is  a  mis- 
ttluB  seal  that  wonld  fix  oar  thoughts  always  upon  heaven  or  heavenly  joys, 
and  keep  up  a  perpetual  ^w  of  ardency  towards  tiiem ;  for  diey  are  pro- 
pMmded  to  us  not  to  mueh  for  onr  present  amnsement,  as  for  engaging  our 
dwin  of  takJBg  the  stops  leading  to  them ;  and  if  it  be  recommendable 
soiuetimea  to  raise  a  degree  of  fervour  in  contemplating  them,  it  is  in  order 
to  tmufer  a  proportionable  warmth  to  our  resolution,  sufficient  to  carry  us 
flmogh  the  measures  requisite  to  obtain  them,  and  snrmoont  the  obstades 
hfiag  in  the  way. 

Tibe  persuasmii  of  diis  life  being  in  every  part  of  it  preparatory  to  the 
next,  may  satisfy  as  ttiKt  there  is  always  somediing  to  be  done  more  or  less, 
for  advancing  oar  fatare  kiterests :  for  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in 
enery  action,  bow  trivial  soever,  and  the  acquitting  ourselves  well  in  it  is  a 
step  in  oar  pragreas,  which  afibrds  an  immediate  object  for  the  eye  to  fix 
upon.  Onr  knowledge  of  the  divine  goodness  gives  us  assmance  that  the 
way  to  happiness  hes  open  to  every  man,  and  the  paths  of  it  discernible  to 
andt  as  eanienly  seek  them  t  therefore  if  we  be  heartily  desirous  of  the 
end,  we  have  a  reasonable  hope  of  finding  the  means;  for  desire  natnially 
urges  to  seek,  and  he  that  teeketh  shall  find,  to  him  that  knocketh  it  shall 
be  c^iened.  Hub  hope  generates  hope,  and  onr  attachment  to  the  altimato 
aim  ia  a  certain  secmity  for  soccess  in  the  intermediate,  for  success  consista 
■■  hanng  acted  for  the  best  upon  any  particular  occasion,  and  the  desire  of 
■»  deing  will  direct  to  the  means  of  its  own  gratification. 

K  we  lie  sranettmes  nnd^  uncertainty  which  part  to  take,  we  may  hope 
far  a  speedy  iseoe  of  oar  donbtp,  and  that  we  shall  neither  determine  too 
hastily  oor  remain  diffident  of  the  detennination  when  made  :  for  the  bnsi- 
ncae  here  is  not  to  decide  unerrin^y,  but  to  make  a  proper  use  of  the  lights 
we  have.  Onr  faculties  and  means  of  information  come  from  Providence, 
which  we  may  be  sare  has  apportioned  them  to  us  in  such  measure  as  to  suffice 
br  oor  purposes :  therefbrv  while  following  what  they  clearly  point  to,  we  are 
secnrc  of  a  solid  satisbction.  If  difficulties  ovca^Mwer  us,  there  is  a  pleasure 
ia  having  struggled  with  them,  which  will  urge  us  to  hope  we  may  sncceed 
beKer  another  time.  H conscioosofnothavingdonesowellBs  we  might,  we 
may  reflect  that  perfection  is  not  attained  presently,  and  may  expect  that  our 
faabitiud  desire  of  acting  right  will  strengthen  itself  by  frequent  exercise.  If 
we  do  not  discern  the  expedience  of  our  rules,  yet  we  may  confide  in  them  that 
Koaer  or  later  we  shall  feel  their  good  efiects.  Even  when  we  deny  and 
hMublsand  affliot  oursetves.  which  there  is  no  reason  to  do  unless  for  the  sake 
of  MMDC  jpreater  good  appearing  consequential  therefrom,  either'to  our  own 

'gmaot  or  i^on  the  authonty  of  rules,  we  may  encouiage  ourselves  to  pro- 
d  by  contemplaiing  the  pn>«pect  of  that  greater  sood ;  when  pains  and 
bMMB  and  afflictimis  tall  upon  as,  we  may  reflect  Oiat  they  have  an  end, 
tlhrt  we  shall  receive  a  joy  from  the  decree  of  fortitude  Wherewith  we  have 
supported  tbem,  and  m«y  say  with  Eneas,  The  time  will'  come  when  we  shall 
look  fa«dc  upon  these  scenes  with  pleasnre. 
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But  thon^  ve  may  jaatly  expect  great  thingi  from  om-  fortitade  irhen  bop* 
and  practice  have  nourished  it  up  to  some  degree  of  Tigoor,  yet  it  will  beccme 
lu  to  avoid  the  arrogance  of  the  Stoics,  who  set  ap  their  Wise-man  in  defiance 
of  heaven,  as  itanding  above  the  reach  of  fortune ;  for  that  being  wnqiped  np 
in  his  intf^rit)',  he  could  remain  unhurt  amid  the  sorest  evils.  But  it  is  a  vain 
imagination  to  think  we  can  ever  raise  ourselves  above  the  reach  of  accident; 
or  gain  such  a  firmness  of  mind  as  can  never  be  shaken ;  our  dependence  mast 
rest  upon  that  Power  whose  disposal  fortune  lies  ander,  and  what  fortitnde  we 
canacquirewillaerveaBbeingarecommendation  to  his  favoor;  while  we  strive 
to  do  what  we  can  for  ourselves  we  have  a  rational  ground  to  trust  in  bia 
goodness,  that  hewiU  suffer  no  evil  to  befoll  us,  hut  will,  with  the  tempta- 
tion, also  make  a  way  to  escape,  or  supply  ns  with  better  strength  than  we 
have  now  belongiqg  to  ns,  that  we  be  ftble  to  bear  it. 

The  same  Power  Ukewise  having  placed  us  in  this  world,  assigned  to  eveiy 
man  his  station  therein,  giving  us  appetites,  deures,  and  necessities,  fanned 
us  into  a  composition  requiring  continual  refreshments  both  of  body  and 
mind,  we  may  prenune  all  things  were  ordered  for  onr  benefit :  therefore  in 
tbe  business  of  our  profession,  the  provimona  for  our  accommodation,  our 
compliance  with'costome.  our  little  intercourses  of  frienddiip  and  civility, 
our  recreations  and  innocent  amaeementa,  provided  there  be  no  vicious  in> 
dulgence,  bat  everything  being  done  in  its  proper  season  without  being  a 
hindrance  to  any  more  important  work,  we  may  hope  that  what  we  do  will 
tend  'to  some  fiarther  profit  besides  the  present  engagement.  For  every 
moment  of  time  that  is  not  misspent,  is  well  spent,  and  is  not  lost  nor  fruit- 
less, how  trivially  soever  employed,  provided  there  were  no  feasible  oppn- 
tnnity  at  band  for  employing  it  better. 

Wonld  your  righteous  people,  instead  of  striving  to  work  themselves  i^ 
into  continual  transports  greater  than  human  nature  can  support,  consider 
the  duties  of  active  life ;  what  they  owe  to  the  world,  to  sodety,  to  the  care 
of  their  health,  and  preservation  of  their  spirits,  without  wUch  tbey  cannot 
perform  their  higher  duties  with  effect  and  vigour,  and  lay  out  their  plan 
of  time  accordingly ;  this  would  furnish  them  with  variety  of  practicable 
employments,  the  prospect  of  succeeding  wherein  would  prove  a  constant 
succession  of  under-bopea,  branching  out  from  the  principal,  or  at  least 
compatible  therewith  :  and  while  actuated  Kverally  by  these  inferior  hopes, 
they  may  be  truly  said  to  be  doing  the  Will  of  God,  though  they  had  him 
not  at  the  time  In  their  thoughts,  and  would  promote  their  fotnre  interests 
in  the  grutification  of  their  present  desires.  For  enjoyments  ri^tly  pursued, 
is  our  proper  aim  :  we  are  not  sent  here  to  be  miserable,  and  there  wants 
nothing  more  than  the  fixing  our  desires  upon  their  suitable  objects,  to  re- 
concile the  pleasures  of  this  life.with  the  hopes  of  another. 

But  till  we  can  provide  oorselves  with  a  set  of  hopes,  all  growing  from 
the  principal,  to  fill  np  our  time  and  answer  all  occasions  that  may  happen, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  fear  as  a  succedsneom  to  supply  the  place  of 
such  as  are  vranting ;  Uierefore  it  well  deserves  our  best  diligence  snd  con- 
trivance to  increase  our  stock,  that  we  may  have  the  less  need  of  such  a 
troublesome  succedaneum ;  for  when  hope  and  desire  urge  to  the  saiAe  point 
that  fear  would  drive  at,  the  latter  becomes  wholly  superfluous.  The 
Apostles,  though  they  preached  op  the  wrath  to  come,  for  prevailing  with 
such  as  could  not  be  worked  upon  vrithout  it,  yet  for  their  own  use  the^ 
had  not  in  contemplation  the  terrors  behind  Hiem,  but  the  joy  that  was  set 
before  them.  And  whoever  could  find  means  of  imitating  them,  so  far  as 
to  live  always  by  hope,  must  lead  a  haj^y  life ;  the  service  of  God  would 
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to  bim  be  perfect  freedom,  he  would  think  nothing  of  dnty  and  ohli^tion, 
but  do  his  work  continaally  out  of  choice  and  ihclinntion.  Nor  would  he 
confine  hb  hopes  within  hia  own  centre :  he  would  study  to  make  hu  de- 
meanour not  <mly  right  hut  ioTiting,  and  communicate  hie  happy  temper  by 
sympathy  to  as  many  as  he  conld  :  for  soft-handed  Hope,  whose  soothing 
toadi  makes  the  possessor  easy  in  himself,  and  pleased  with  all  aronnd  him, 
never  fails  to  open  the  heart  for  giving  a  readier  admittance  to  her  eldes> 
sister  Charity. 


CHAP.  XVII. 
CHARITY. 


Tbb  last,  hot  not  die  least  in  dignity  or  value,  thee  everlasting  Chant) . 
tet  me  invoke  :  and  well  may  I  style  thee  everlasting,  for  thy  years  are  not 
to  be  counted,  nor  of  thy  Bemg  is  there  beginning  or  end .  Thou  watt  with 
God  before  the  worlds  were  made,  coeval  with  the  Attributes:  thy  mild  per- 
tosaions  moved  him  to  create  ;  it  was  they  first  prompted  Infinite  Wisdom 
to  contrive,  and  employed  Omnipotence  to  execute,  the  glorioos  universal 
plan.  Thon  still  indinest  the  Almighty  Maker  to  preserve  his  stupendous 
work,  to  uphold  the  perfect  order  running  throughout  the  whole,  to  bless 
the  creatures  he  has  made :  and  under  ^me  nnceaiong  influence  will  bh 
|Ht)ceedthToughout8Jl  the  bonndlessages  of  eternity.  Thy  younger  eistera 
Faith  and  Hope,  he  gave  for  solace  and  direction  of  mortal,  men  while 
grovelling  in  this  vale  of  wretchedness  and  darkness ;  but  when  admitted  to 
their  native  Home,  then  shall  Faith  be  lost  in  intuition,  and  Hope  be 
swallowed  up  in  blisaful  experience :  thou  atone,  immortal  Charity,  shall 
enter  widi  us  into  the  heavenly  abodes,  shall  place  ns  in  our  stations  there, 
and  incorporate  us  into  the  blessed  society. 

.  For  thou  fiUest  heaven  and  earth,  pervadest  the  mighty  Whole  of  Nature, 
and  formest  the  unews  that  knit  together  aU  the  parts  and  members  in 
amicable  concord.  Thy  silken  cords  suffice  to  hold  the  most  perfect  crea- 
tures to  the  throne  of  Glory  ;  through  them  they  derive  their  bletsings,  and 
by  them  are  drawn  to  pay  their  free  obedience ;  for  they  know  not  fear,  they 
think  not  of  obligation,  bnt  thine  impulses  are  to  them  instead  of  laws,  to 
keep  them  stetMly  in  pc^orming  the  Will  of  God,  and  mutually  promoting 
the  faappioeas  ot  eai^  other.  TVom  thee  proceed  their  mighty  powers ;  for 
thou  prodncest  perfect  union,  and  union  raises  weakness  into  strength. 

The  earth  that  holds  down  heavy  bodies  in  her  surfoce,  is  but  a  mass  of 
matter  divisible  beyond  the  reach  of  human  comprehension  ;  the  Son ,  whose 
potent  grasp  compresses  the  wide  wandering  orbs  around  him,  is  but  an  as- 
semUage  <^  innumerable  atoms :  it  is  the  united  force  of  imperceptible  par- 
ticles that  together  form  that  gravitation  which  fixes  the  everlasting  moun- 
tains, binds  down  the  restless  ocean  within  his  capacious  bed,  entangles  the 
unconnected  air  that  it  disupate  not  in  empty  space,  keeps  the  Moon  con- 
stant in  her  monthly  courses,  curbs  in  the  huge  planetary  Worlds  and  roving 
Comets  th^  they  transgress  not  the  due  bounds  in  their  vrildest  excursions. 
Yet  matter  joins  in  those  great  works  by  blind  necessity,  one  general  law 
runs  through  the  component  parts  of  an  enormous  mass,  and  compels  them 
to  act  in  concert  as  one  agent :  but  this  law  must  be  administered,  and  tlie 
force  whereby  it  prevails  begun  by  spiritual  substance ;  for  body  can  only 
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tranmit  Uie  motkxi  it  ha*  noeiTed,  «nd  ubsttke  dumo.DMfheiHigiD  ot. 
the  impulK  it  conveyi. 

'Whence  tfaea  that  all-afiecting  powo-  of  die  MnBdaitf  Soul,  which 
agitates  the  atopendona  whtde  (tf  nitmnal  mMtar?  that  awaeleaa  anefsy, 
npfiiiling  lonrca  ol  gmvitatioD,  ooheaioo,  and  tcpulaion,  vhklk  drawa  n- 
motert  bodiea  to  ow  9ob)iiumi  emtre,  which  binda  the  parU  of  mctala  in  in> 
disadable  compact,  wbldi  woriu  the  whaek  of  animal  and  Tegetative  lib, 
darta  the  erpanae  of  light  aronnd  with  inconceiTable  vdodty,  excites  the 
stilt  swifter  vibrations  of  all-peTraiUng  ether,  and  gives  exhanatless  vigoor 
BDd  activitji  to  the  lifeless  lump.  From  hannony  and  nnioo  springs  this 
prodigioDS  strength  of  the  Mandane  Agent,  for  Uie  component  spirits  are 
singly  weak,  perhaps  scarce  able  to  stir  a  grain  of  dost  that  flies  before  the 
wind  ;  it  is  the  effiirts  of  immraerable  hosts,  uniting  in  the  some  de^o, 
that  suffice  for  everj  mighty  work  of  nature.  Bat  what  cements  this  perfect 
anion,  and  makes  them  act  as  one  individual  Agent  ?  What  else  but  unre- 
sured,  fervent,  uaabatug  Ciantf  ?  For  blind  neoeaaity  binds  them  not, 
impulte  cannot  a^ct  than.  t«  pain  and  fear  they  are  ntter  stroBgefa,  and 
rigcwons  law  holds  not  h»  acourgea  over  them  i  but  dioice  and  jodiWKia 
ii^nation  are  the  cpnitant  apiings  of  dieir  activity. 

Their  fiUal  love  to  the  ^mighty  Father,  perpetnal  foimtain  of  «tidle« 
blessings,  holds  them  attentive  to  i^Merve,  and  ever  MMdy  to  Mfil  hia  Will, 
inspires  them  with  ardow  to  ezecate  hii  hig^  bohcals.  and  nakas  them 
jo)^ul  to  serve  aa  inatnunada  in  ouTfing  do  bia  gnu^iooa  plan  ef  Natvre 
and  of  Frovidence.  Their  mvtnal  wnoore  good-wiU  to  one  anotha-|woBptB 
them  to  coimnunivate  tbeir  lighta  tbroaj^out  the  vaat  society,  from  whence 
results  their  boundlen  intelligence ;  and  doubles  thoir  zeal  to  aosiit  in  pn- 
aerving  that  regularity  io  the  material  world,  which  they  know  requntatv 
serve  the  uses  and  prtnaote  the  happineaa  of  the  ^iritual :  ikor  is  their  joy 
nbated  by  the  smalloesa  of  thur  several  powers,  beoaoae  as  large  aa  waated, 
and  sufficing  for  their  ahare  of  concnrrence  in  the  moat  im^rtant  woika : 
for  Charity  exults  in  the  smallest  good  offices,  when  oonaciDna  dwy  wara 
the  best  that  could  be  done,  and  were  all  that  the  DCoassoBranderednecdhil, 

Tbeir  afiaction  for  the  congenial  Spirits  hnmeTsed  in  matter,  oat  off  from 
all  communion  with  the  mundase  boat  1^  anmmnding  walla  of  fleah,  wgea 
them  to  attKid  their  wants ;  th^  flock  07  thonaands,  aa  fteoanon  requires, 
to  work  the  springe  <A  animal  auwhinery,  to  carry  en  the  vageMtire  pro- 
cess, whereby  the  earth  yields  her  tnereaae,  to  marabal  and  connix  the 
dements,  and  prepare  for  the  impriacmed  exiles  afi  the  aecommodatioBa  and 
pleasurea  they  can  receive,  or  the  general  order  eatabliahed  from  above  will 
permit ;  welt  knowing  that  wh^aoevcr  service  they  do  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  their  brethren  is  done  to  the  coflUDon  Father  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  is  an  addition  to  the  stock  of  happineaa  in  the  nniversal  fiunily. 

By  thee  then,  aU-oheermg  all-anstaiuing  Charity,  we  may  approach  the 
nearest  to  our  elder  brethren  anthroned  above  in  reilma  ei  Uiss  and  ^ory ! 
by  thee  best  may  we  attain  sonte  faint  resemblanoe  of  our  Maker;  for  God 
ia  love,  and  without  it  tbe  migbtieet  of  his  creatures  are  but  nothing.  How 
shall  I  bring  thee  down  to  assimilate  earth  to  heaven  ?  how  paint  thy  fea- 
tures to  the  aooa  of  ta«n  ?  Art  and  invention  cannot  hit  thy  likeneas :  to 
draw  thee  justly,  the  pencil  mart  be  gnided  by  the  heart.  WtuMO  haa  tasted 
of  thy  sweets  needs  no  perauasion  to  »ed(  after  more,  nor  rnnoh  pains  to  ac- 
quire more :  for  thine  insinuating  gnwe*  once  admitted  improve  themaelvet 
daily,  and  to  him  that  hath  tfaall  be  given,  and  he  shall  have  abundance. 
But  thou  must  fim  be  iatrodiiced  by  ini^ect  of  the  bancfiu  reoeivcd  freo- 
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tbee,  of  whkdi  there  it  not  wwitiDg  fiattj  to  tnTite  ttae  conudentc  be* 
holder. 

TboD  streogthenest  Futh,  for  the  good  nan  can  eaueat  pcnoMde  hinudf 
that  God  is  good,  and  place  the  SriMSt,  beertieat  trnat  in  ProrideDM :  but 
the  selfish  sees  no  goodnoas  that  don  not  imnediatdy  touch  faima^. 
Hiou  enlargest  Hop*,  for  thy  candid  weB-wiAing  «y«  diacerna  enJojnMata 
all  annind  in  the  leraotest  and  lenst-valned  of  Dar^ow-oreatnm-.  ifaanby 
beaatifyii^  the  fete  of  Nature,  and  diKoveriDg  wider  atnuna  of  that  boanty 
whereon  onr  hopes  depend.  Thon  oreroomMt  ala^giah  indolence,  for 
heartiness  to  serve  toma  Inbonr  into  pleesnre :  thoo  givMt  jaj  in  peribrm- 
ance  erf  the  slighteM  kind  office;  art  the  aole  laiml  means  of  making 
another's  good  our  own,  becaosc  ^n  alone  canst  make  it  wxn  withoat  dis- 
poaacaging  him.  Thou  feasteat  on  good  wishea  when  there  is  room  for  no- 
thing elM,  canst  rejoice  in  the  proaperitMs  of  the  fonner  ages,  dietant  conn> 
bice,  and  remotest  potteritf ;  canst  feed  imaginatioti  with  HJiemea  ot  bene- 
ficial serrices ;  canst  aeek,  sod  readiest  find  oomfettt  in  the  diatreasa  and 
usee  in  the  evils  tiu»  bcholdeat. 

When  thy  wen-woven  bands  unite  societies,  they  act  with  greater  vigour 
and  to  better  purpose,  than  private  intnrest,  fcor,  and  cob-web  hw,  can 
mtk9  them ;  and  wert  thon  to  p-evail  tfaroog^out  nuu^ad,  thon  wooldit 
bani^  war  and  injury,  cozenage,  waste,  and  idleneaa,  vanity  and  oompett- 
tion,  and  restore  a  paradise  upon  earth.  And  thoagh  tboo  canst  not  work 
thy  fidl  effect  in  single  penons  amid  a  selfish  woiid,  yet  Whoso  coold  attain 
thite  gennine,  nndebased  by  miitHkif  or  weakneaa,  wtndd  find  he  bad  antod 
prudently,  and  how  little  soever  he  miriit  be  able  to  benefit  othen,  bad 
taken  the  rea£eat  road  to  his  own  fraafaction  of  miad  and  troeet  atf • 
interest. 

2.  For  aelf-interest  rightly  understood  is  the  Only  solid  basis  of  all  om 
virtnes :  whatever  refined  sentiments  we  may  pretend  to,  they  might  upon  a 
fitir  and  careful  examination  be  traced  to  that  origin.  Self  most  be  aduHiw- 
ledged  to  lie  at  the  bottom  of  aU  we  do,  and  to  be  the  &M  movet  of  our  ««• 
tivity :  horaan  natare  is  so  constituted,  and  perhaps  aD  created  nature,  nor 
oan  we  conceive  the  highest  intelligences  to  do  anytlung  nnleas  fbr  ttw  bene- 
fit or  satisftuttian  found  in  dw  deed :  for  It  is  the  privilege  of  God  ahmc  to 
act  upon  pure  dlsintereated  botmfy  without  the  least  addition  thereby  to  his 
own  enjoyment.  I  bare  ttdeavintred  ia  my  Chapter  on  the  Runona  to  ex- 
plain in  what  maimer  onr  sincereet  allbotioDs  take  rise  from  onr  wanto  ancl 
^easarefe,  tu  the  sweetest  fiowen  grow  out  of  the  dirty  ground :  thus  the 
mire  of  sordid  appetite  mnst  be  the  soil  wbei«in  to  plant  them  all ;  but 
FUdi  ia  the  stem  to  bear  this  tteioeet  blossom.  Charity,  which  will  never 
bbw  strong  and  healthy  without  a  persuauon  that  the  interest  of  onr  fel- 
low-oreatures  ia  onr  own  t  and  Faith  stands  moat  unahakrai  when  {^rowing 
from  die  root  of  stdid  judgment  and  rational  conviction. 

People  ore  Mft  to  tay  they  bear  a  general  good'-wiU  to  othere.  becanae 
thay  ve  Ungfat  it  aa  a  i^ity,  beoanfte  they  hear  it  nnlvervally  appLiaded,  be- 
«aiue  tbey  sbo«ld  be  ashamed  to  mtxit  It,  ud  tUnk  tbey  bate  it  becMua 
ttey  say  so :  tbeb-  pra&asioD  is  ao  Ihr  bypDoritioal  that  It  deceives  diem. 
•elves;  or  if  It doet sometimes nake  a fUntefibrt to  btoom  in  area!  aActieo, 
it  acaroe  evn  prodoces  the  fruit  of  good  w«k«,  for  ttK  leatt  trouble  in  tbe 
I«rfQrmance  oppresset  h,  the  tlij^itMt  eroas  aoddent  frttber*  It  ap,  or  eoi- 
•oal  pleasoraa  and  wg^^eiMbtt  Ucnr  tt  qnitt  away.  For  aSectitm  cannot 
be  leaned  as  a  lesMn,  nor  fittfbrmed  at  a  doty,  nor  infueed  by  sfaaiM, 
MMer  can  k  loMst  -ei^ont  an  f^lon  of  the  objMt  tfbcttd  benffiokl  or 
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vatiafeclory.  Tberefon  it  bebovea  db  to  exacunc  thoroughly  and  impartially 
the  grounds  of  our  believing  that  the  good  of  othen  ia  our  own,  and  to  set- 
tle well  the  Berertd  steps  whereby  we  arrive  at  that  concluiion. 

Let  na  conwder  calmly  and  aerionaly  whether  every  effect,  as  well  in  the 
mind  and  imagination  of  sentiait  creatnrea  as  among  the  operations  of  mat* 
ter,  mnst  not  have  its  adequate  cause,  whetho'  onr  coostitation,  onr  vigonr 
of  body  and  mind,  or  onr  good  fortune,  were  originally  of  onr  own  procore- 
ment ;  whether  we  conld  (mdertake  to  have  behaved  with  the  same  dtgree 
of  discretion,  sobriety,  and  rectitude  we  do,  had  we  been  bom  with  dis- 
tempered bodies  or  imperfect  oi^ns,  withont  sight  or  hearing,  or  bred  up 
among  blackguard  boys,  or  Hottentots :  therefore,  whether  our  virtue,  as 
well  as  om*  other  advantages,  were  not  derived  to  us  from  eztemal  sources. 
Let  us  then  resolve  vritb  ourselves  whether  all  those  soorces  did  not  flow 
fnta  one  origin,  "Hie  f^rst  Cause ;  whether  we  can  imagine  him  to  have 
made  any  provision  of  second  causes  withont  exact  knowledge  and  particular 
purpose  of  all  the  consequences  they  would  produce :  and  whether  it  does 
not  follow  from  thence,  ^lat  our  condition,  both  in  bodily  endowment  and 
mental  acquisitions,  is  preciady  such  as  was  allotted  us. 

lliese  points  being  eatablifthed,  let  us  next  examine  whether  there  is  any 
reason  to  believe  he  has  allotted  unequal  portions  of  bis  boun^  to  his  crea- 
tures, among  whom  there  is  no  intriiiBic  or  other  difference  than  what  arose 
from  the  Bituation  and  circumstances  wherein  he  placed  them.  That  he 
has  power  and  full  authority  to  deal  with  them  as  he  pleases  we  can  have 
no  doubt,  nor  ought  we  to  murmur  at  receiving  less  than  others,  for  we  have 
no  claim  to  what  we  do  receive  :  but  what  ground  is  tli»e  to  suspect  he  will 
bestow  his  favours  partially  ?  Men  are  led  to  make  a  differmce  in  their 
dealings  with  one  another  by  interest,  by  expedience,  by  accidental  likings 
or  aversions,  by  benefit  or  hurt  received,  by  example,  by  humour,  by  the 
amallness  of  their  powers,  which  ean  reach  but  to  a  few ;  none  of  whicb 
motives  can  take  place  with  him ;  and  what  warrant  have  we  to  suppose 
he  will  act  arbitrarily  without  a  motive,  only  because  he  may,  and  be- 
cause none  can  hindei  him  ?  From  whence  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
his  kindness  extends  alike  to  all  in  their  whole  existence,  and  if  it  appear 
to  flow  unequally  in  some  stages  of  their  Being,  the  difference  will  be 
compensated  in  others :  so  that  there  is  one  general  Amd  erf  bounty  and 
happiness  throughout  the  Universe,  wherein  we  are  all  partners,  estch 
having  bis  proportionable  interest  in  the  whole,  and  tberdbre  concerned 
with  whatever  tends  to  make  the  least  increase  or  diminution  of  the  common 
stock ;  and  consequently  we  cannot  add  to  it  by  doing  good  i  nor  take  from 
it  by  doing  hurt,  to  any  fellow-creatnre,  vrithout  profiting  or  endamagii^ 
ouiBslves. 

Ijet  us  likewise  contemplate  the  nature  and  aim  of  Justice,  which  can  be 
supposed  none  other  than  to  keep  senNtivo-rational  Beings  steady  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  mutual  interests :  therefore  reward  or  ponishmait  must 
be  annexed  to  every  actitm  and  sentiment  according  as  it  oosdnces  to  pro- 
mote or  obatntct  the  general  good :  and  it  may  be  expected  that  whatever 
good  or  evil  is  done  to  any,  will  rebound  upon  the  head  fd  the  doer.  But 
if  any  finds  this  chain  of  reasoning  too  intricate  for  him  to  manage  to  hia 
■atislBction,  let  him  take  the  shorter,  plainer  road  of  authority,  and  have 
recourse  to  the  Sacred  Wntings :  where  he  will  see  that  loving  God  with 
oil  our  heart,  ai)d  our  neighbour  as  oorselves,  are  hinges  whereon  iiaag  all 
the  law  and  the  prophets ;  that  these  are  the  first  and  second  command- 
ments, to  which  there  is  added  none  other  to  make  ■  third,  for  what  other 
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pnoeptt  are  given  bear  a  reference  to  them,  and  are  virtnallj  cootatDed  in 
them :  that  we  are  eiborted  to  imitate  oar  heavenly  Father,  who  i*  good 
^d  gFBCtoiu  to  all,  who  oansMh  hi*  bkb  to  thine,  and  lendeth  the  rain  on 
the  jiut  and  nnjnat :  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Redeemer,  who  went  about 
doing  good,  preached  to  pubUcaus  and  sinnerB,  laid  down  hia  life  for  ene* 
mie*  and  rebels ;  that  by  giving  a  cap  of  cold  water,  and  doing  everj'kind 
of  good  offices  to  our  breUiren  we  do  a  lervice  to  God  himself ;  pave  the 
way  to  everlaflting  blioB,  and  work  the  fbnndation  of  all  our  hopei  and  ex- 
pectations ;  that  if  we  beat  and  mianae  oar  fellow-aervanta,  we  ahall  our- 
sehea  be  treated  accordingly,  and  with  whatever  measure  we  mete,  it  ■hall 
be  measured  onto  ws  again. 

3,  But  though  the  flowen  grow  out  of  the  dirt,  whatever  of  it  entera  bto 
their  compoeition  becomes  pnnfied  in  the  paseage,  and  tbey  retain  nothing 
of  the  foulness  in  the  original  from  whence  they  spmng :  in  like  manner 
Charity,  thongh  shooting  moat  vigorously  from  raticHul  self-love,  yet  when 
perfectly  formed  has  no  tincture  remaining  of  the  parent  root ;  for  if  we  can- 
not serve  another  without  first  thinking  of  our  own  advantage  or  of  the 
Divine  oommand,  oar  service  may  be  prudence,  (h-  it  may  be  piety,  but  it  ia 
not  charity,  nor  have  we  gained  this  virtue  until  it  can  operate  in  us  as  a 
prindple  of  action,  without  aid  of  other  motive,  and  we  find  oareelves 
prompted  instantly  to  perform  good  offices,  npon  the  sole  oonaideration  of 
tbeir  being  soch.  Our  reflection  is  not  large  enough  to  carry  constantly  in 
view  the  remotest  consequoioes  of  our  proceedings,  nor  the  reasons  induc- 
ing us  to  enter  npon  them ;  nor  shall  we  ever  do  our  work  effectually  until 
we  take  a  direct  liking  to  the  work  abstracted  from  the  wages,  and  that  bcr 
comes  the  object  of  inclination  which  waa  first  recommended  by  reason  as 
prudential. 

But  we  have  seen  in  the  proper  place,  that  it  is  the  nature  of  IVanslatioo 
to  throw  deure  from  the  end  npon  the  means,  which  thenceforward  become 
an  end  capable  of  exciting  an  ^^>etite,  without  prospect  of  the  conseqnencea 
whereto  they  lead ;  and  ^t  our  habits  and  most  of  the  deures  that  occupy 
human  life  are  of  this  translated  kind.  Therefore  when  we  have  AiUj  satisfied 
oar  Judgment  upon  the  for^tHng  considerations,  tiiat  doing  good  to  others 
is  our  interest,  it  will  be  expedient  to  itkculcate  this  condnsion  frequently 
upon  our  minds,  and  seek  opportunities  of  acting  in  pursuance  of  it ;  for  by 
continual  contemplation  and  practice,  we  shall  quickly  get  such  a  habit  of 
kindness  as  will  oige.  us  to  a  compliance  therewith  upm  every  occasioa 
offering,  instantaneously,  before  we  have  time  to  reflect  that  it  is  our  inte- 
rest :  and  in  proportion  to  the  vigour  of  this  habit,  and  its  ability  to  over- 
power laziness,  tronUe,  hnmoar,  vanity,  and  selfish  desirea,  we  are  poesesaed 
more  or  less  of  the  virtue  of  Charity. 

.  And  we  may  assist  oar  prt^iress  in  making  the  acquisition  by  means  of 
our  particolar  affections,  gradually  —imilariwg  our  general  good-wilt  to 
the  manner  of  their  impulses.  I  presume  there  is  scarce  any  among  as, 
who  has  not  some  friend  or  brother,  or  wife,  or  child,  or  bene&ctor,  or 
companion  whom  he  can  sometimes,  when  in  best  humour,  take  pleasore  to 
oblige,  without  expecting  therein  die  gratification  of  any  other  appetite. 
Let  him  thsa  reflect  on  the  motions  of  his  heart  upon  these  occasions,  and 
be  may  learn  frxim  thence  how  to  stand  aflected,  I  do  not  say  with  the  like 
fervour,  but  with  the  like  sinoerity,  towards  other  of  his  f^ow-creatnres : 
nntil  by  often  practising  this  lesaon,  the  pleasure  of  pleasing  in  genenl  be- 
comes one  of  his  favourite  pleasnFes,  for  which  he  has  a  seosiUe  reUrii  and 
habitual  piogeuitj.    For  our  natural  and  accidental  cmjonctions  are  the. 
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eatdot  step*  by  wbich  we  Rwy  rue  to  be  cibzeu  of  the  world,  aod  maii- 
bera  of  that  body  wherarf  he,  who  wm  tiie  firet  bon  of  every  eremtiuv,  is 
the  bead.  And  Ais  wu  £gnred  in  tfae  FlBtaituc  allegory  in  Um  Vkhhi, 
where  Thalaamn  Venue  was  mkde  condoctreea  to  the  Uranian,  far  she  &nt 
opened  the  heart  of  Peyche,  tai^t  her  to  look  beyoad  hoMif,  and  jnrqMred 
her  fbr  noeption  oi  the  gnces  of  the  odeetial  Goddeaa. 

4.  Nevertiideee,  there  is  a  very  material  diflerence  between  the  Virtue 
Bnd  the  common  nin  of  inclinatioB :  the  former  being  really  true  aad  per- 
sonal, the  hdter  but  nominally  so.  Bat  what  leads  as  to  nuetake  the  name 
fbr  the  reality,  is  the  geneifd  abuse  ot  the  word  Person,  which  is  (Aen  im- 
'  derstood  of  a  man's  shape  and  make,  but  seldom  reaohe*  beyond  hie  bodily 
Gompontion,  at  his  character  and  qnahftcBtione ;  wbnress  it  haa  been  shown 
hi  fbmer  caN^ttera,  dint  Pemti  pnfierljr^  denotes  the  quritnal  sohetance. 
abstracted  from  all  its  modes  of  existence;  lot  tfteee  may  be  and  are  conti. 
noally  variedi  but  personality  is  what  makes  a  man  to  be  himadf,  can 
Bvrer  be  divested  firtnn  hnn  fhongh  h»  w^re  to  pass  through  a  tboinanil 
metamot^uMes,  nor  is  interchangeable  with  ttat  of  any  other  crentore. 

Therefore  when  a  yonng  fellow  falls  in  lore  with  a  giil,  whatever  he  m^ 
fiuKy,  it  is  not  her  person  he  -admires,  bat  petfai^  her  pretty  fooe,  her 
spr^btly  eyes,  her  delicate  shape,  her  genteel  oairiagei  or  at  beet  her  sweet- 
ness erf  temper,  her  discretioB,  her  midentanfng  and  accomplishmmts. 
In  ooBJBgal  affisction  increased  by  yean,  it  is  the  long  intimacy,  the  endear- 
ing ouPMiie,  the  nnkn  ei  inttresta,  the  partnni^  of  cares  and  tmbles 
and  pleaeom  that  chams  die  aooL  Aiaitid  fniidaem  rises  inm  the  oon- 
Hderation  of  being  oar  own  fakted,  the  habit  of  atteafing  to  the  caree  of 
niurtitre  and  education,  the  hope  of  seeing  the  good  fratts  of  onr  endeavonrs, 
the  solace  and  support  expected  from  retoms  of  duty.  In  a  friend  we  love 
his  sincerity,  his  hoDovr,  his  nmilitode  of  temper,  his  eapadty  to  serve  or 
please  us,  his  rewlinesa  to  j«n  in  motoal  interoooree  of  good  offices,  llioa 
all  oar  sArtioBs  fix  npon  something  belmging  to  the  pm-eon  dietinguishaMe 
aad  separable  from  it,  some  natm^  endowment  or  eabeeqitent  acquisition, 
at  rdatiomhip  to  onnetres :  d  frtiich  depend  npon  the  strwAore  of  the 
body  or  mental  organizatioR,  or  eitnatioB  wherein  (he  object  stands  with  re- 
spect to  US ;  and  any  other  person  or  spbritoal  Babatance  wtudever,  j^aced  in 
^  Hke  oircnmstanoes,  woijd  have  engagod  as  as  stnmgiy. 

While  faidiiuiti<m  remahie  in  this  state,  tt  is  not  ^ta  removed  from 
sdfidinees;  fbr  we  feel  no  emotitm  towards  the  penon  withont  Ihinkiiv  at 
the  same  time  of  some  qnali^  at  dreomstaitce  thereto  bdonging,  ^>pre- 
hended  beneficial  or  agreeable  to  onredves.  Bnt  in  tinw  and  by  d^T^^* 
aftrtion  may  grow  more  refined  and  porely  perscmal,  so  as  to  remain  nn- 
abated  after  death  has  dissolved  all  omneotions,  and  remofed  the  object 
from  ns,  when  it  can  no  limger  do  ns  any  benefit  or  [deaBttre,  and  after  the 
waut  (rf  tboee  sweet  intercoqrees  we  regretted  tordy  «t  &at  is  worn  off  by 
rising  years. 

Were  we  to  soppose  Fables  nalised,  and  that  I  shoold  find  my  Enridice 
in  die  body  of  a  bird  or  a  lap-d(^,  melhmks  I  oodM  take  greet  delight  m 
tending  and  procuring  it  all  the  enjoyments  it  was  capiAle  of  receiving,  even 
thoagh  it  shonld  retain  no  raBcmfaranee  at  knowledge  of  me :  on  the  other 
hand,  were  I  to  meet  with  anodier  person,  exactly  vaA  BnAatLaguishably 
alike  both  in'  body  and  mind,  etffl  wink  1  knew  it  was  anodier,  and  not  in- 
dividnaHy  the  same,  it  would  not  qmte  satisfy ;  bnt  I  mi^t  still  be  apt  to 
MHc  in  some  svch  strain  as  MittofTs  Adam,  Himdd  Ood  nvate  another  Eve, 
•nd  I  Hiother  rib  afibrd,  yet  Omaght  of  ttee  wetM  nem  from  my  heart. 
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Ports  mjr  aywt  MiioM  mcdilatioiu,  whea  Gcmtamplaliiif  oxa  proifwcts  in 
fatuity,  it  it  Ml  kdditioBal  •olace  to  hope  that  ahe  aixtmiy  g&then  tbow 
fraila  of  a  w^-^peat  lifs  which  hang  m  fXfKCtmtiim  cailj  to  u  bdow :  and 
oonld  I  hsTc  oevtain  intelligance  4rf  that  happy  utnotion  and  manner  of 
paaaing  bar  tins  Aaciad  is  the  Vinon.  it  woidd  be  the  moot  joy£J  newa  I 
CDold  reoeive. 

Now  to  vary  the  loeae,  let  na  aappou  a  penon  ahown  a  c^iild,  who  he 
cogld  be  aMurcd  would  twenty  yean  hence  be  to  him  a  faithfid  wife  or 
boMom  biend,  ia  whoae  company  and  conTenattoa  he  ihoold  find  great 
h^^Hoeaaj  I  imagine  hit  affection  wonld  be  anticipated,  and  he  wonld  itand 
di^cMod  to  wish  weU  and  do  benefit  to  the  party,  before  he  conld  receive 
any  retonw  tbsrrfrran. 

omcfl  than  wob  ia  the  nrtare  of  the  hnman  mind  ai  Qiat  it  can  entertain 
peraonal  aftctiiKt  upon  die  runoilxance  of  put,  or  fxpectation  of  fatnre 
aoorcea  of  endeannent,  why  cannot  we  n^e  thii  afiection  more  general  by 
s  diligent  a^iUcatifHt  ot  the  methoda  we  have  M  hand  for  inttodncing  it  ? 
'What  thooffa  we  aee  nothing  in  the  greater  part  of  oar  fcllow-creatores  to 
eng^e  na  at  fnttmt,  we  may  know  that  in  the  wont-fonD«l  bodiea^  and 
most  untoward  orgaoiiationa,  there  lies  an  immortal  q^it.  which -«e  Bay 
hope  will  one  day  he  partaker  with  ouiaelves  in  a  atate  of  glory,  of  cou- 
aammate  intdligeoee,  of  noble  aentintenta,  of  p«re  love,  (tf  mntual  .kind- 
nefs,  sad  exalt^  ha|niii>eM. 

If  there  be  any  now-a<-d^a  as  whimaioal  and  heterodox  aa  to  hold  the 
old  exploded  doctrinoof  pre-exiatence  and  eternity  of  creatioD,  he  may  turn 
bis  wluDuiea  to  an  ezcaUent  oae  by  empkmng  them  aa  a  foundation  of  hia 
Charity.  The  moat  despicable  creature ■  be  sees  in  the  streets,  clothed  in 
deforautjr  and  nastineaa.  poit  op  in  narrow  conceptions,  their  ideas  groaa, 
tbeir  deairea  sordid,  thttr  thoo^hto  KFOTeUing*  thfir  wn*i*'"'«>*wHmj-  §aroB 
better  than  the  brates,  ovemm  with  croaa-gnined  hnmoora,  mtoirard  di>- 
poaitioDS,  tnrbttlent  and  tooseatiog  paaiiona,  with  feara,  and  wants,  and 
wiahea,  regrets  and  envyinga,  atrifoi  and  ammoaitaaa,  and  all  diaeasca  of  the 
mind:  the  moat  ill-fiiTMired  and  nnfertunitdycircnmatanced  of  these  olgecta 
be  may  cmuider  did  onoe,  perli^ia  not  many  years  ago,  lie  together  with 
himself  absorbed  in  the  Mundane  Sool,  in  perfect  bliss,  exahed  underatand* 
ing,  enlarged  viewa,  and  nniveraal  love.  He  mvf  behold  in  them  an  old 
aeqnaintanee,  having  lived  with  him  for  many  agea  in  eloaer  intima^  and 
interDovae  of  porer  friendship,  than  the  deanat  oonnectioBS  here  on  earth 
canpnidneei  aadthongfanowfiNratinte  diqointed,  diafignred,  rendered  nn> 
sociable,  &llea  from  (beir  high  wiginal,  be  may  eympathize  with  them  aa 
fellow-snAeren,  «dy  iPMneraed  a  little  det^er  than  bimself  in  the  jakea  of 
matter,  the  dnin  <d  the  univcne :  he  may  cordially  wuih  them  well,  and 
stand  ready  to  TM^nw  avary  oppMtnnity  that  shonld  offer  of  rendering 
their  ioqinaonaunt  more  tolerable.  Herein  imitatutg  the  Author  of  theiir 
Bong,  who  only  permits  the  discerptioo.  the  fall,  and  debasement  of  his 
quribnl  aobstanoea, for pnUic  awvioea nidoiown  tone;  yetfbigeta  themnot 
in  their  lowcat  defviv^cas,  bat  remembers  mercy  in  the  midst  of  jndg- 
mot  i  and  though  be  may  aoAr  Ihem  to  incur  much  sererar  puniahmenta 
than  any  this  iroiid  e:9cnencea,  hooanae  the  exigeooiea  of  govenunent  re- 
quire it,  he  will  in  due  Iibm  inteipoaa  with  his  Chnnipotcnce,  if  he  baa  not 
aliea4y  provided  natural  canaea  for  the  pnipoaei  to  deliver  and  reinstate 
tbtat  in  their  primitive  pnrity,  baHHiMa>>  and  concord  whereto  tb^  were 
created. 

5.  TbuMcb  OWDi  wbnlew  hii  pecvliu  notions  be,  if  he  haa  any  setiona 
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wdl-dig«sted  onea,  niBy  find  tomething  in  thon,  vrtiidi,  properij  tpplM, 
win  help  to  moke  his  affection  personal :  and  wfcen  it  iaao,  it  beoomcs  gamine 
Chnri^,  which  in  its  nature  matt  be  uniTcnal,  becMue  evei7  crntnre, 
however  drciintstance^,  haa  a  penonalJty  and  ■  ctpttcily  (rf  rectinng  good 
and  evil,  to  be  the  object  of  our  desire.  Thenftire  the  trnlj  dnritable  man. 
willatand  disposed  equaUy  toall  hisfeUow-creatnres.battheexerciBes  ofhis 
benevolence  must  necessarily  he  Umited  and  directed  by  his  powers  and  op- 
poitnnities ;  he  will  employ  his  endeavoors  in  the  aerrice  of  those  new  him, 
not  becaose  best  entitled  thereto,  bnt  because  in  a  ritnation  capable  of  re- 
cnving  mod  benefit  by  him  ;  and  if  he  disregards  any,  it  will  not  be  for  want 
of  good  wiU,  bnt  fbrwant  of  skill,  or  ability  to  profit  them.  He  will  ahnys 
porsne  the  greater  good,  promoting  that  of  the  public,  or  of  ntuubers  where 
he  can,  and  where  he  cannot,  applying  himself  to  stud]'  the  benefit  of  u^ 
within  his  reach,  by  important  services,  if  such  ofo,  or  in  hilore  of  those, 
by  any  pleasure  or  little  obliging  office  the  oocanon  presents. 

We  are  directed  to  take  the  pattern  of  our  Charity  trom  onr  sdf-loTe,  and 
tan^t  to  love  onr  neighbour,  not  as  we  do  onr  child,  our  brother,  or  onr 
friend,  bnt  as  we  do  ourselves:  now  we  do  not  love  ourselves  for  being  hand- 
some, or  wise,  or  witty,  or  good  tempered,  or  accomplished,  or  virtnons,  or 
bom  in  such  a  place  or  family,  not  for  any  adjunct  or  circnmstance  observed 
in  us,'but  for  Imng  onrselves.  If  we  be  distempered,  defbnned,  wretched, 
and  involved  in  crimes,  this  does  not  abate  onr  fondness,  which  rests  di- 
redly  upon  the  person  :  and  from  hence  we  may  learn  to  bear  a  like  per- 
sonal r^ard  for  others,  however  circumstanced. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said,  it  is  not  possible  in  hnman  nature  to  affect  ano- 
ther in  equal  degree  of  fervency  with  ourselveB ;  I  believe  it  is  not,  neither 
is  it  possible  to  be  perfect  as  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,  yet 
both  these  are  among  the  precepts  enjoined  tis :  but  they  are  propounded 
not  as  indispensable  duties,  for  nothing  above  our  nature  can  be  such,  hot 
as  objects  of  onr  constant  endeavours ;  and  by  due  apiJication  of  onr  en- 
deavours we  may  attain  snch  a  d^^ee  of  personal  good-will  to  others,  as 
by  balancing  our  other  desires,  shall  keep  ns  steady  in  the  course  of  conduct 
we  are  designed  to  mn.  For  oar  having  Charity  does  not  infer  that  we 
must  he  void  of  all  other  desires :  if  we  have  that  hearty  and  genuine,  we 
have  done  well,  though  it  should  not  so  wholly  engroBs  onr  minds  as  to  ex- 
clude every  motive  beside :  it  will  indeed  banish  selfishness,  but  selfishness, 
as  has  been  shown  in  a  former  place,  is  not  the  having  a  regard  for  our- 
selves, but  having  no  r^^rd  for  anything  else.  For  universal  Charity  is 
not  intMunpalible  with  private  Pmdence  nor  particular  a&ction ;  so  iar  from 
it  that  it  encourages  imd  fhmishes  ns  vrith  rational  indncements  to  cuttivete 
them,  as  I  hope  to  make  appear  in  the  sequel. 

6.  For  the  proper  object  of  Charity  is  the  greater  good  t^  our  (ellow- 
creatnrea  vrith  whom  we  have  intercoorse :  now  let  ns  suppose  we  were  all 
taken  with  snch  a  romantic  fit  of  generosity,  as  utterly  to  neglect  our  own 
pleasures  and  interests  for  those  of  one  another,  how  would  the  wortd  go  on 
the  better  for  it  ?  Had  my  Enridice  and  I  nndertaken  every  day  to  put  <Mt 
one  another's  clothes,  and  cram  victuals  into  each  other's  mouths,  regard- 
less of  onr  own  wants,  1  fear  we  should  both  have  been  very  awkwardly 
clothed  and  fed.  Or  had  1  an  intimate  fnend  fifty  nules  off,  and  out  of 
prodigious  affection  we  should  each  ride  away  from  liis  own  house  to  take 
care  of  the  other's  estate,  we  should  scarce  find  matters  managed  entirely 
to  our  satisfaction  :  we  should  soon  be  tired  of  this  eztravagance,  and  agree, 
for  mutual  benefit,  each  to  mind  his  own  oSiurB,  and  leave  the  odier  to  him- 
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telf.  There  are  numberleM  inaUnces  irberein  men  may  know  and  severally 
provide  for  tlieir  ova  occuiou,  better  than  they  could  do  for  another :  and 
tbcTefore  if  they  were  to  omit  .to  do  so,  there  would  be  a  grievooa  loss  of 
happiness  among  them  all. 

Md  the  same  reason  justifies  us  in  nmning  into  little  societies  and  part- 
nerships 1  for  our  powers  beiog  small,  the  effects  of  them  would  be  utterly 
lost,  IJie  a  handful  of  salt  thrown  into  a  pond,  if  diffused  among  too  many : 
whereas  by  eeverally  confining  oar  services  within  a  compass  where  they 
may  be  felt,  they  will  prove  of  real  value,  and  the  good  of  the  whole  will  be 
best  promoted.  We  may  likewise  remember  that  we  are  bat  sensitivo- 
rational  animals,  and  neither  reason  nor  personal  Charity  can  do  their  work 
•o  effectually,  ee  when  assisted  by  some  raeidiaDiciJ  impulse.  Therefore  it 
is  prudent  and  highly  commendable  to  cultivate  our  particular  afiections,  for 
they  will  gradually  become  personal,  lead  us  nearer  to  a  general  good-will, 
and  do  the  work  of  charity,  thongfa  by  another  spring.  It  is  better  a  man 
riiould  do  good  to  one  or  a  few  than  nobody,  and  he  will  do  it  more  vigo- 
Tooaly  and  effectually  where  he  stands  iodined  to  the  party,  than  he  would 
without  such  iadtement;  betides  that  our  own  pleasure  deserves  regard 
when  it  does  not  tend  to  anything  hurtful,  and  we  shall  have  more  of  it  in 
performing  the  same  office  for  a  friend  than  for  a  stranger.  So  that  tha 
world  is  better  served  upon  the  whole,  and  better  pleased,  by  means  of  oar 
private  affections,  than  it  could  be  without  them. 

Nor  indeed  could  it  be  served  at  all  without  them,  for  a  man  that  is  void 
of  natural  affection  never  ha*  any  humanity,  nor  concern  for  his  fellow-crea- 
tures :  he  can  only  be  lured  to  assist  them  undesignedly  by  some  advantage' 
or  private  um  that  happens  to  coincide  with  the  public  benefit.  And  since 
none  of  us  have  so  perfect  an  humanity  as  would  invigorate  us  sufficiently 
vfion  all  occasions,  it  will  be  expedient  to  encourage  such  ngard  to  profit, 
to  honour,  or  credit,  or  claim  to  mutual  assistance  in  our  own  needs,  or  other 
schemes  and  amusements  hitting  oar  faitcf,  aa  will  prompt  us  the  same  way. 
Thofl  whereas  duty  has  been  commonly  holden  divided  between  our  neigh- 
bour and  onradvee,  eaob  being  entitled  to  a  share  of  our  time,  and  that  we 
may  jnstifiably  do  many  things  for  our  own  emolument,  without  reference  to 
him ;  it  now  appears  that  both  brmachca,  if  rightly  laid  oat,  unite  ju  answer- 
ing the  some  end. 

For  while  we  follow  the  rules  of  sound  prudence  in  the  conduct  of  our 
private  concerns,  and  harbour  only  innocent  and  allowaUe  desires,  we  serve 
others  by  serving  tnirselves,  and  advance  the  general  good  in  pursuing  our 
own  grati6cBtioiis.  The  mechanic  who  works  to  raise  a  competency,  the 
politician  who  labours  to  be  great,  the  nobleman  who  projects  a  magnificent 
building  or  lays  out  an  elegant  garden,  every  man  acting  suitably  and  be- 
comin^y  in  his  station,  contributes  something  towards  the  encouragement 
of  industry,  the  preservation  of  order,  the  ben^ta  of  society,  the  accommo- 
dations and  conveniences,  the  entertainments  and  pleasures  of  life.  If  our 
gesersl  plan  be  well  formed  upon  the  solid  bottom  of  reason  and  jtidgment, 
we  may  follow  the  impulse  of  inclination  in  executing  the  several  parts : 
for  we  shall  be  doing  benefit  to  others  at  the  aeasons  when  we  have  them 
least  in  our  dionghtt. 

7.  But  if  we  haveafundofgenuineCbarityinour  bosoms,  it  will  restrain 
our  other  inclinations  from  doing  anything  contrary  to  it ;  for  we  are  to 
remember  that  our  services  are  primarily  due  to  all  our  fellow -creatores 
alike,  as  being  such ;  and  if  we  may  make  a  difference,  it  is  because  some 
stand  near  within  our  reach,  or  because  we  can  have  the  aid  of  some 
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haluluBl  impttlM  whic^  eaaUca  i»  to  aet  mon  ligoromly  in  their  behalf, 
than  for  amy  uther^  Therefore  wc  moit  obMrre  ft  jratioe  and  eqidtati^nesa 
in  onr  dealings  with  aill,  giving  them  tbair  dne  lAare  of  onr  attenticni,  which 
we  may  do  notwithstBnding  oar  particoUr  eonnetiiaai;  for  the  Law  is 
eqnaUe  to  all,  its  protectitaL  extends  dike  tBflie  nobleman  amf  tte  cottager ; 
yet  the  lav  admits  great  ineqnalitiea  of  pewir  and  property,  because  neces- 
sary for  the  maiBtenanee  of  order  and  goTersGaeiit  that  it  Bbotdd  do  so.  In 
like  piBwnw  Charity  will  iBtdiae  as  to  exaat  justice  and  e^tj,  but  not 
eqoidity  in  aor  ccmdnet;  biiai  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  that 
we  shoald  ^fcoprate  anr  scnkv  man  fartiealariy  to  some  than  to 
tiie  rert. 

Hub  then  beiag  t^  ivk  tAmbf  to  frj  Ae  leetitsde  of  onr  private 
afiectioDs  and  allowaUeness  of  onr  sehesMS,  if  we  bave  the  wtoe  now 
under  consideratioii>  it  will  beep  ni  from  dl  immoderate  fendoess,  unrea- 
sonable partialities,  sad,  party  sttadimaits,  and  from'  fixing  our  hearts  npoit 
any  pursuit  of  ftoSt  sr  pleaaore,  wtthoot  reflecting  whether  the  eonse- 
^nences  may  not  prove  more  detniMBtd  tlnn  advantageons.  For  tboogh, 
as  I  said  before,  w«  shall  Esore  moat  'bririil^  in  die  proeecntiou  of  onr 
schemes  by  carrying  onr  ^e  along  tlie  line  at  raelination ;  yet  in  the  first 
laying  thent,  anicl  in  props  seasons  of  examining  them  afterwards,  -we 
ought  always  to  take  the  genenl  good  into  consideration.  But  then  it  wiU 
be  necesssry  to  consider  tiie  geaenl  good  ra  aU  its  InmiGhes,  not  confining 
onrthon^ita  to  any  one, ovorloddngall  tiie  rest;  for  the  reqntsitcs  to  hap- 
piness are  many  and  Ttrions,  Hul  it  bafaoves  us  to  eontribnte  towards  it  in 
the  way  that  lies  open  to  oar  passsge. 

When  we  speak  of  tbe  poblic  good,  we  commonly  andentaad  hereby 
an  increase  of  wadth  and  [denty,  or  tcnikHy,  or  national  strength :  and' 
the  mentioa  of  «  man's  private  interests  <HYlinari)y  canveys  the  idea  of 
something  relative  to  his  fortone  or  piefeiutent:  Imt  thoo^  these  be 
advantages  deserving  onr  assistanee,  yet  cxtenuds  akme  wiO  not  produce 
happiness.  To  introdoce  it  among  a  pei^  tbeic  mast  be  liberty,  good 
order,  and  internal  pcJity,  nsefiil  arts  and  scNBcei,  a  sodaUe,  fadpfial  dis- 
position, exempt  frvm  eiMtentians,  re^mgefal,  and  eBeroadting  himonrs : 
and  to  nuke  the  eonditioa  cf  sinrie  psraen  complete,  we  mny  remember 
there  ai>e  two  other  requisites  besides  competence,  to  wit.  health  and  peace 
of  mind,  llkereibre  it  is  onr  bMiiwsB  to  survey  oar  powera,  opportunities, 
and  indinotions,  and  appty  Ibam  iriiera  they  may  be  moat  serviceable ; 
aiming  at  things  feasiUe  ndher  than  qtedoos  in  Aeory,  and  jcaning  in  any 
good  work  be^n  by  others;  for  so  we  shall  do  more  benefit  than  ^acting 
sin^y.  So  fu  as  onr  tnflaeiHe  extends  to  d>e  actions  of  other  persoi»,  we 
are  to  regard  tbe  imfwownMnt  of  their  abitities,  ae  weU  aatlmr  tn^spasttion 
to  i^ply  them:  for  great  ahilitieB,  witii  a  very  Mat  dmre  to  serve,  wiB  do  ' 
more  good  in  tbe  world  than  a.glowtng^  beartuieeB  Without  any  power  to 
render  it  effBctnal. 

Not  bat  that  it  were  a  dadrable  thl^  to  ineinre  all  men  with  die  same 
fay^geness  of  heart  and  gamine  Charity  wewiAtoattun  ourselves;  and  we 
oo^tt  to  endeasovr  it  with  m  many  as  we  can ;  but  to  make  it  genend  ir 
impTacticable.  A  great  part  of  mankind  are  oMiged  bj  their  situation  to 
Attend  solely  to  nuking  provisiim  for  their  own  neeemities,  and  multitudes 
have  taken.op  some  food  passtonor  fancy  ftylfaeirraKng principle  of  action, 
which  they  WiU  not  lay  down:  to  think  c(  moving  Uiem  by  any  otiier  sprii^, 
is  a  vain  imagination;  bat  if  tite  ^Hing  they  more  by  can  be  tamed  toworic 
some  good  purpose,  it  is  an  advantage  well  worth  our  attempt  to  gain. 
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VortbtsdvanMMWBtofhsppHieMUMxtgflw  fellow  efntures  u  our  propn- 
uni,  and  if  we  can  procore  uijthtag  to  be  dcxte  towwda  it,  thongh  imde- 
■igMdlj  bj  tbo  doer,  it  ii  better  than  not  to  be  done  nt  all. 

tbanttn  we  osght  to  ooatrive,  tahraa  the  little  qthere  of  our  ncti*itr 
readua.  to  tarn  Oe  waott  and  paaiioae,  and  even  the  Mlin  and  vices  of 
■MM  to  tome  profitable  aee ;  fw  poJiejr  and  hoMst  ar^ce  are  laudable  in  ■ 
righteone  omm.  Wluitever  leatlyiiBprOTeslbeiHiUtewettl,  without  woond- 
ing  it  ift  aoBM  ether  part  by  91  example,  or  weakenii^  the  inflvence  of  aome 
■ahtaryrah.  aerm  tobe  ptoaecnted  by  mch  method*  aa  are  feaaible :  for 
in  &ia  cmc  the  end  aanctifiee  the  roeana.  Bst  then  we  moat  take  can  to 
be  Yeiy  aore  that  oatr  end  is  boneat,  and  really  (he  aante  we  aj^vefaend  it  to 
b»i  far  there  an  freqaent  mittakea  npon  thia  point.  Kefeig  ia  more 
common  than  for  men  to  cover  their  jHTOceedinga  with  a  pntenee  of  paUie 
good,  or  1]>e  aarrioe  of  their  neigfaboar,  whM  w  fact  thay  ai«  aetnated  by 
MM^  pnvate  interaat  or  bney,  thoogfa  Utey  d»  nnt  laow-it  r  for  tlte  heart 
of  mui  oAea  deceivaa  itatf,  nor  can  we  ah*^  diaeera  ow  line  motiTea  of 
setiDn,  or  ifialingniab  titen  from  ai^piMnnf  aeewTiag  in  jnatUcnlien  of  the 
deed.  'DtevdoM  it  ia  a  dangteooa  Ang  to  make  tne  with  rdea  ornee  ar- 
tifice, nntilwehavematmrafywwghadalltheoircnroataneea  ttf  thecaae.  and 
aan  BMurcdly  know  the  fatne^b  whare«»  we  prooeed. 

8.  Nor  ia  there  leaa  dUBenlty  in  JiitingniBhing  Charity  from  weaknesa 
Oan  froai  prmte  viawa  and  aecret  propeaaitiee :  there  is  a  softness  of  tem- 
per, nraallT  styled  good>BBt«re,  whidi  renders  a  man  incapeUe  of  uying 
no  to  sayttdn^ ;  tins,  is  as  distant  from  Charity  aa  fondness  is  from  kire. 
I  have  observed  in  a  fanner  place,  tiiat  he  who  can  never  refuse  a  favoor, 
can  hardly  be  said  evat  to  do.one :  for  it  is  wrested  from  him,  not  granted : 
he  ia  dmeo  by  the  tnmhla  of  a  refioaal,  not  prompted  voltmtarily  to  what 
Iwdoca.  I  m  far  from  paranading  anybody  tabim  a  deaf  ear  against  entrea- 
tka,  M- MiemaiKUisenaihleirf  the  wantautd  desires  ef  other  pM^^:  bat  the 
deokioB  ongfat  Uways  (o  be  made  t^*  his  own  jndgment,  and  irt>at  he  does 
should  be  lus  own  f^  act,  not  a  oompnlBOB  upon  bim  by  dint  of  importn- 
uily,  mowing  gaatnrca,  asnteat  and  patbetie  expreesiona :  he  may  landaUy 
«rmpaUiiie  with  ^  leqnestH-  so  far  aa  to  aaake  hia  denrea  hie  own,  bnt  let 
him  remember  that  hia  own  dniica  ought  to  lie  nnder  the  eontnJ  at  cahn 
and  sober  reaxm.  But  genuine  Charity  ia  ever  rationat  and  steady,  and 
dkoogfa  she  will  employ  the  paaaions  as  her  aaiMuta,  to  do  her  work  more 
cfiMtaally,  ahe  will  never  suffer  them  to  beeome  her  masters,  not  dictate  to 
her  what  work  she  shall  do. 

And  tbongh  she  seeketh  not  her  own,  yet  vrill  she  guard  Her  own  against 
imjost  invaanos,  a*  knowing  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  commcoi  stock,  whidi  it 
is  her  principal  aim  to  anpport.  Iliere  n  a  edfiriineae  m  mankind  whidi 
makea  them  ei^er  to  employ  and  enoroadt  upon  othav,  wherever  they  can, 
in  piiiewi  utiiiii  of  their  own  interests  w  fond  fiweies,  withont  r^s^d  to  what 
basaid-  or  inconvenience  they  put  another  to  by  so  Hmog :  as  this  temper 
tends:  gveaUy  to  the  diminution  of  ha^^nees  among  the  whole,  whatever 
't  mtnt  tend  aa  greatly  to  the  genersl  advantage. 
ion  of  ow  jnst  rights,  and  rescJote  pnrsoit  of  our 
I,  in  o[^x)Ktion  to  sodi  aa  would  obstruct  ns,  is  so  far  from 
Mnt  of  onr  Chari^,  that  it  assists  in  overthrowing  her 
greatest  enen^:  and  what  degree  of  Btnrdicees  we  con  acquire,  to  maintain 
the  detemiiutioite  of  onr  imparti^  judgment,  will  enable  ns  to  act  more 
■taad%  and  i^oroasly  in  her  service. 

Bwidw  tknt  it  is  the  pv^erty  trf  charity  to  multiply  herself  among  as 
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many  u  ahe  can,  therefore,  if  we  redooe  ho-  to  tuch  a  sicUy  state  a*  must 
retard  her  growth,  and  dMer  other*  from  admitting  her  to  strike  root  in 
themselves,  we  shall  prove  bat  ill  friends  eith^  to  her  iots'erta,  or  those  (^ 
the  world  we  live  ia.  lliose  good  people,  who  br  a  milldness  aod  too  easy 
pliancy,  or  ecrupaloos  tenderneae  of  temper,  judge  partially  against  Uiem- 
■elves  and  lie  open  to  be  abused  and  imposed  upon  by  every  body,  bring  a 
discredit  apon  the  virtue  ;  making  it  be  lotted  npon  as  a  folly  which  one 
should  be  ashamed  to  give  into,  and  furnish  an  argument  to  the  selfish  bi 
justify  their  practices.  How  efficacious  soever  th^  honest  sincerity  may 
prove  to  obtain  reward  for  themselves,  they  serve  <Hily  themselves  therein : 
nor  percnve  that  they  act  QDcbaritaUy  by  preventing,  as  far  as  in  them  lies; 
the  uke  disposition,  and  benefits  redounding  therefrom  from  becoming  mord 

And  the  like  cootideration  might  keep  na  from  a&cting  an  austerity  and 
strictness  of  virtue,  which  would  give  it  a  forbidding  aspect :  if  we  have 
any  valuable  quali^  belonging  to  us,  we  ought  to  spread  it  as  wide  as  pos- 
sible by  rendering  it  amiable  and  inviting :  but  when  it  appears  gloomy, 
laborious,  and  irksome  in  the  posseesor,  nobody  will  be  tempted  to  wish  a 
share  in  the  possession  with  him ;  therefore  he  ought  to  study  ease  and 
cheerfulness  in  his  motions,  to  excite  a  willingness  in  others  to  follow  bia 
example. 

There  is  likewise  a  space  of  vanity  that  often  ming^  in  the  exercisea  of 
virtue :  men  are  desirous  of  over-topping  others,  and  would  raise  an  admira- 
tion by  soaring  to  heights  that  nobody  else  can  come  near ;  this  attempt 
the  world  will  lode  upon  as  an  insolt,  and  set  themselves  against  the  man. 
who  makes  it,  and  his  practices,  running  down  both  instead  of  striving  to 
copy  them.  Therefore  if  he  were  able,  still  it  would  be  highly  impolitio 
and  uncharitable,  to  exhibit  such  an  object  of  admiration  as  should  drive 
another  into  de^Mir  of  ever  attaining  the  like:  his  study  ought  rather  to  be 
how  to  show  virtue  practicable,  and  set  an  example  that  may  invite  and 
encourage  others  to  follow  it ;  accommodating  himself  to  their  occasions, 
and  becoming  all  things  to  all  men,  if  by  any  means  he  may  gain  some. 
For  the  charitable  man  is  not  content  to  go  to  heaven  atone,  while  there 
r^natas  anything  in  his  power  that  mi^t  draw  other  travellerB  to  join  him 
company  in  the  journey. 

9.  Charity  in  former  times  was  placed  solely  in  giving  money  to  the 
poor,  or  to  what  was  called  pious  uses ;  but  ttus  was  an  artifice  of  the 
Popish  clergy,  who  turned  Religion  into  a  trade,  and  endeavoured  to  engross . 
all  the  property  of  the  worid  to  themselves,  under  the  notion  of  purchasing 
heaven  by  paying  it  into  their  hands.  Relief  of  the  distressed,  when 
prompted  by  a  sentiment  of  humanity,  is  certainly  an  instance  of  Charity, 
but  to  confine  the  virtue  to  this  single  exercise  of  it,  is  a  gross  abuse  of  the 
word ;  for  it  extends  to  all  kinds  of  good  offices  within  our  power,  and  all 
objects  within  our  readi,  to  the  world,  to  our  friends,  to  the  rich  as  w<dl  aa 
the  poor,  to  the  conveniences  and  enjoyments  as  well  as  the  neceauties  of 
life,  to  the  advancement  of  happiness  as  well  as  the  alleviation  of  misery : 
therefore,  if  we  suffer  the  poor  to  engross  more  than  thdr  share  ot  our  at- 
tention, we  do  an  injury  to  others  who  were  entitled  to  a  part  of  it. 

1  shall  not  undertake  to  ascertain  the  exact  measure  to  be>observed  upon  . 
this  article,  which  is  best  left  to  every  man's  discretion :  let  him  only  pay 
an  equal  regard  to  all  the  duties  of  his  station,  and  they  will  keep  one 
another  in  just  balance.  But  as  the  matter  has  sometimeB  been  managed, 
alms-giving  is  so  far  from  being  the  whole  of  Chari^,  that  it  is  no  ezer- 
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cme  0/  it  at  oil ;  and  for  the  poMibilitj  of  its  behi^  none,  we  have  the 
authority  of  Saint  Fkul,  who  tells  ns  a  man  may  give  all  his  goods  to  feed 
tb.e  poor,  and  yet  not  hare  Charity :  we  cannot  snppoie  the  man  here  epe- 
ctfied  to  give  away  all  his  goods  apon  temporal  viewH,  but  if  be  does  it 
oat  of  snpentition,  or  for  fear  of  being  rqected  at  the  luit  day,  whether  the 
action  be  right  or  no,  stOl  it  does  proceed  not  from  a  charitable  disposition. 
The  strict  obligation  to  charitableneas,  the  dreadful  consequences  of  a 
contrary  temper  with  respect  to  onr  fature  interests,  and  the  crying  injus- 
tice of  detaining  from  Giod  that  part  of  his  gifts  which  he  demands  hy  hia 
snbBtitDtes,  the  poor,  are  so  perpetually  insiated  upon,  that  it  aflrightB  men 
into  a  compliance  widiout  any  voluntary  diqmsition  of  their  own.  This 
changes  the  nature  of  tbeir  Charity,  taming  it  into  a  traffic  with  Heaven  : 
tbey  do  not  give,  but  pay  aa  a  debt,  or  buy  off  a  punishment,  and  at  beet 
think  to  porchaKe  a  seat  among  the  blessed.  These  inducements  are  propter 
and  necessary  to  be  urged  for  bringing  men  to  learn  a  habit  of  Charity, 
who  had  no  spice  of  it  in  their  character  before ;  for  we  have  seen  in  the 
former  pact  of  thia  Chapter  that  it  grows  most  vigorously  out  of  self-in- 
terest ;  but  when  once  perfecdy  formed,  it  can  produce  its  genuine  fruits 
better  without  them.  It  is  said,  the  Lord  tovetb  a  cheerful  giver,  hat  no 
nan  can  move  cheerfrilly  that  acta  out  of  fear  or  obligation  :  it  is  compnl- 
■ion  and  necessity,  not  choice  and  inchnation  that  guides  him. 

And  here  it  may  be  remarked  in  hcnour  of  the  present  age,  and  as  a 
proof  of  the  improvement  rather  than  degeneracy  of  the  times,  that  the 
world  is  actaated  by  purer  motives  than  their  fbr^tbera :  formerly  people 
thought  they  must  lay  apart  a  certain  portion  of  their  anhstance,  which  they 
gave  to  the  prieati  or  got  rid  of  in  any  manner  carelesaly,  no  matter  how 
it  was  disposed  of,  so  it  pasaed  out  of  their  hands ;  it  was  a  draught  upon 
Sunt  Peter,  which  he  was  obliged  to  answer :  so  they  gave  to  others  only 
to  serve  theiQselvea,  and  get  a  remittance  tA  cash  into  the  other  world,  for 
their  Decessary  occasions  there.  But  now  mankind  are  careful  to  make  a 
jndicions  application  of  their  ben^cttons ;  tbey  form  into  little  bodies,  they 
meet,  contrive,  and  consult  together  how  to  bestow  them  for  the  beat ;  and  tbia 
they  can  do  opon  a  sentiment  of  homanity  for  their  fellow -creatures,  with- 
out being  driven  by  terrors,  vrithoat  thinking  of  themaelvea  or  their  fature 
interetts :  and  if  a  pleasing  reflectioa  occora  aftowarda,  it  la  a  qxmtaneous 
tiioa^t,  an  unexpected  reward,  not  ^lad  in  conteihptation  at  tiie  time  of 
dieir  earning  it.  They  may  esteem  what  they  do  a  duty,  may  believe  the 
total  omisaioti  of  it  a  dangerous  offence,  and  the  due  performance  meri- 
torious; but  these  are  motives  lying  dormant  in  the  box,  ready  to  ftJl 
with  their  weight  into  the  scale  when  needful,  yet  never  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  it,  because  genuine  benevolence  is  beforehand  with  Uiem, 
operating  to  action  without  giving  time  to  any  other  consideration  to  pre- 
•ent  itself. 

Where  there  is  nich  a  principle  snbeiatinK  in  the  mind,  it  will  ascertain 
the  measure  of  its  own  exertions  without  oti^  guidance.  People  who  are 
made  diaritable  by  the  obligation  thereto,  never  know  when  they  have  done 
enough ;  they  are  perpetually  scrupulous  of  applying  anything  to  their  own 
innocent  pleasures,  or  even  conveniences,  or  compliance  with  customs,  leat 
it  should  be  a  taking  from  the  just  rights  of  the  poor  1  whereas,  if  they 
have  contracted  a  real  appetite  for  works  of  humanity,  it  will  prompt  suffi- 
ciently of  its  own  accord,  it  will  sometimes  carry  them  through  self-denials 
unrelnctantly  upon  )Hroper  occasions,  it  will  settle  its  own  boundaries  among 
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dmr  otIieT  Tirtuom  habits,  and  mark  oot  its  province  better  than  caa  Im 
done  bj  rnlea  and  precepts;  as  oar  tq>petitee  of  hunger  and  thirst,  when 
not  vitiated  by  nauseas  or  unBatnral  cravings,  direct  as  to  the  proper 
qoantity  in  onr  meals  better  than  any  scales  or  meaanres. 

Thus  it  is  our  business  to  acquire  an  openness  and  benevolence  of  tem- 
per, which  will  prompt,  not  to  one  branch  of  onr  duty  only,  tmt  to  all 
lind  of  good  offices  within  onr  reach.  Nor  need  we  be  distsrited  at  the 
smallness  of  our  abilities,  nor  expect  always  to  perfbnn  great  services:  our 
powers  and  opportonities  are  of  the  appointment  of  Providence,  who  best 
knows  what  portion  of  them  is  fitting  for  os ;  we  can  only  use  our  indnatty 
to  improve  and  apply  them,  and  our  industry  will  be  proportionable  to  tlw 
vigour  of  the  principle  whereby  it  is  actuated.  Therefore  it  is  a  weak 
of  Charity  to  be  nourishing  a  sentiment  of  it  in  onr  hearts,  thongh  ther* 
should  he  no  present  opportunity  of  making  it  beneficial  to  any,  nor  room 
for  exerting  it  otherwise  than  by  wishing  well  and  rejoirang  in  the  proa- 
perilies  of  others :  for  though  nobody  is  the  better  merely  for  good  wiAe* 
or  sympathizing  in  their  good  fortune,  yet  these  things  tend  remotely  to 
tlie  general  profit  by  storing  us  with  a  principle  that  wHl  quicken  our  in- 
dustry,  and  turn  whatever  abilities  are  given  ns  to  the  best  advantage 
they  are  cepaUe  of,  and  by  helping  to  eprwd  the  like  principle  unong  thoM 

The  slightest  good  offices  have  thdr  importance,  as  they  inure  the  mind 
to  a  readiness  in  performing  greater  works :  even  ezpreseiotts  of  kindness 
contribute  something  towards  increasing  it,  when  they  are  not  empty  form 
nor  overstrained,  hut  issue  spontaneously  from  a'real  sentiment  of  the  mind. 
Politeness  is  the  skin  of  virtue,  but  our  skin  is  a  pert  of  as,  and  serves  to 
protect  and  warm  the  fle^.  And  thongh  it  be  sometimes  employed  as  a 
covering  to  vanity  and  malice,  (for  many  people  are  pohte  to  show  their 
own  breeding,  not  to  please  the  company,  and  it  is  said,  the  Spaniard  often 
kisses  the  hands  he  wishes  were  cut  off,)  yet  the  abuse  of  it  does  not  prove 
it  to  he  of  no  use :  for  translation  will  bring  that  to  be  heartiness,  which 
was  at  fost  no  more  than  a  otimpliance  with  fashion,  and  the  most  cavilized 
nations  are  observed  to  be  the  most  humane. 

But  the  benevolent  man  will  have  a  solid  substance  under  hie  fiur  oat- 
ude,  which  will  not  be  a  covering  put  on,  but  growing  from  the  flesh ;  he 
vrill  think  little  of  his  own  credit  in  his  civilities,  nor  affect  to  shine  fore- 
most  in  the  beau  tnonde :  his  hearty  desire  to  [Jease  wiU  be  the  qning  ot 
his  action,  and  he  will  only  take  direction  from  the  forme  of  the  world  how 
to  express  his  sentiments  most  intelligibly,  and  exhibit  an  object  most 
agreeable  to  the  beholder.  He  will  delight  to  see  services  done  and  plea- 
sure given,  though  he  bad  no  hand  in  contributing  towards  them,  wUt  be 
oipabte  of  enjoying  the  enjoyments  of  others,  and  smiling  at  lucky  acci- 
dents wherever  tbey  befall.  Even  in  his  solitary  moments  he  will  not  be 
nnsociahle,  and  if  he  can  contrive  nothing  that  may  prove  benefidal,  his 
thonghts  will  run  spontaneously  in  contemplating  the  manifold  blessings 
of  life ;  how  the  distressed  have  their  oOmfbrts,  the  gross  and  stupid  their 
gratifications,  the  various  conditions  and  tastes  of  mankind  their  respective 
conveniences  and  accommodations,  and  what  a  copious  stream  of  bounty 
pours  down  from  above  upon  all  comers  of  the  earth. 

Nor  will  his  mental  eye  forbear  to  stretch  sometimes  to  the  invisible  re- 
gions abounding  with  hosts  of  congenisl  Spirits  united  in  one  common 
iuterest  with  the  inhabitants  of  earth,  and  knowing  that  one  Lord  was  the 
contriver  and  governor  of  both  worlds,  he  will  stand  persuaded  that  the 
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plan  of  Evidence  here  bnra  a  refereoca  to  diat  ectiblkhed  above,  and 
the  occmrepcea  and  tnueactioiu  paanng  among  oi  scrre  for  some  porpoMS 
of  Biqwirior  Beings,  tint  will  mate  ttxmi  for  a  jdeaaing  reflectioD,  that 
the  effect!  of  bu  indnatr;  may  extend  fortber  tlian  he  can  trace  tfaem ;  and 
while  he  woiiw  for  the  benefit,  or  even  innocent  amusemeot  of  himwlf  and 
fellow-creatnrea  within  hi*  notice,  be  may  be  doing  a  service  or  [Jeaaure 
naknowingty,  to  many  others  tu  beyond  his  ken.  And  it  will  be  some 
oonsolatioii  in  the  evils  be  ondergoea,  or  sees  befalling  around  him,  to  think 
tbey  are  not  wholly  nnpTofitable,  but  if  human  nature  were  better  with- 
out them,  yet  are  tbey  conducive  in  eome  manner  to  the  bappineH  of 
other  natures,  in  a  much  higher  d^ree  than  tbey  take  fixnn  that  of  the 


Nor  can  his  complacence  in  good,  wlierever  bdield,  snffer  him  to  over- 
look the  lowest  part  of  the  creation,  bat  he  will  find  a  sensible  satiriaction 
kf  surveying  the  varioiu  convenienciea  and  accommodations  provided  for 
the  brutes,  their  feedings  sod  resting-placeH,  their  gratificationB  of  appetite, 
tiieir  paetimea  and  wanton  gambols,  which  to  them  afford  a  sincere  and 
suitable  enjoyment:  and  will  lend  a  candid  and  willing  ear  to  any  proha- 
bilitias  that  can  be  c^red  of  their  having  a  larger  portion  of  exiatence  than 
vulgarly  thought. of.  For  even  Eupposing  it  could  be  proved,  that  they 
have  an  individuality  and  unperiehableness  together  with  the  two  primary 
properties  of  perceptivity  and  activity,  and  are  diacerptions  too  from  the 
general  fund  of  spiritual  anbFtance,  only  imprisoned  in  doaer  walls  and  a 
uttlc  deeper  disguised  than  ourselves, -and  entitled  by  the  divine  equity  to 
a  compensation  for  the  very  unequal  treatment  had  among  them  here; 
what  hurt  would  the  discovery  do  to  ns  ?  wherein  would  it  endamage  or 
endanger  our  future  intwuts  ?  what  religious  Bentiment  or  moral  aense 
would  it  weaken  in  ua  f  Shall  our  eye  then  be  evil  because  God  is  good 
and  equitable  to  the  least  favoured  of  hia  creatures  ?  or  are  the  treasures 
of  his  bounty,  think  we,  aa  scanty  as  that  wo  mast  grudge  every  por- 
tion of  it  bestowed  elaewbere,  lest  there  should  not  be  left  enough  for  os  ? 
It  is  vanity  alone  that  makes  us  averse  to  ever;  faTonrable  supposition  ex- 
tended beyond  our  own  class :  we  are  not  satisfied  with  having  the  care 
of  Providence  over  us  and  the  hopes  of  heaven  c^)ened  to  us,  unleaa  we 
may  engrow  them  solely  to  onmlves:  we  want  to  be  lords  of  the 
creation,  to  look  down  with  contempt  upon  all  our  inferiors,  and  think  it  a 
disparagement  that  they  shonld  be  capable  of  ever  rising  to  our  own  levd. 

But  genuine  Charity  rqoices  in  every  extension  of  happiness  wherever  it 
can  be  found  or  imagined ;  and  had  we  a  competent  share  of  this  princnple, 
to  cast  into  the  opposite  scale  for  counterposing  the  weight  of  vanity,  a 
little  reflection  on  die  unlimited  goodness  of  God  might  quickly  turn  the 
balance  in  favour  of  our  yout^r  brethren  in  animal  life.  And  if  we  think 
it  inconceivable  that  such  an  abject  condition  as  theirs  can  be  the  prelude 
to  a  more  exalted  state,  let  us  look  back  upon  ourselves,  who  we  expect 
riiaU  one  day  be  made  Isangdons,  equal  to  the  Angels ;  when  we  lay  sleep- 
ing, squalling,  and  jewing  in  the  cndle,  how  much  more  sense  and  Intel- 
ligence  bad  we  than  a  poppy  ?  when  grovring  and  moolding  in  the  womb, 
what  were  we  better  tWi  a  worm  ?  how  many  thousands  of  our  species  pass 
into  the  other  world  directly  from  those  abject  states  ot  senseless,  helpleaa 
in&ncy,  no  greater  in  digni^  than  the  puppy  and  the  worm  ? 

Bat  eiivv  ^  i*  both  fariiionable  and  ortbtKlox  to  bdieve  death  an  ann^ii- 

lation  to  the  bmtes,  and  that  they  were  created  solely  for  our  uses,  without 

V  2 
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the  least  regard  to  bd;  benefit  their  exwteooe  might  be  of  to  them,  I  ahatl 
not  preiume  to  gaxotay,  for  fear  of  dnwbg  npon  me  from  all  Mdefl  those 
two  terrible  weaponH,  Ridicule  and  Exclamatioo,  which  cut  down  an  oppo- 
D^t  Ut  onoe,  without  leaving  him  any  power  of  resistance.  Yet  am  I 
permitted  bj  general  consent  to  allow  them  kuk  and  feeling,  and  this  ia 
raoogh  to  bring  them  Within  the  verge  of  Charity ;  whose  exteneive  coro- 
paee  takes  in  everything  standing  in  a  capacity  to  receive  good  and  evil ; 
whose  influence  will  withhold  us  from  all  wanton  cnieltiea,  from  hardening 
into  an  utter  insensibility  of  their  complaints,  or  potting  them  to  unnecessary 
pains  or  hardships ;  and  dispose  us  to  take  pleasure  in  doing  anything  to 
Tcndn  their  lives  more  comfortable,  that  does  not  draw  us  off  from  onr 
duties  to  other  creatures  standing  in  a  nearer  relation  to  ui. 

Nay,  could  we  be  sure  they  were  but  Cartesias  machines,  tnaeusihle  of 
pleaai^  or  pain,  still  it  would  he  prudent  to  keep  the  measures  (rf  humanify 
with  them  for  our  own  sakes :  for  the  habit  of  Charity  may  be  weakened 
by  acts  which  do  no  mischief  to  the  subjects  whereon  performed.  When 
Polvia  stuck  pins  into  the  tongue  of  Cicero  after  his  head  was  broa^t  her 
by  the  executioner,  it  was  r^;arded  as  a  flagrant  instance  of  revenge  and 
barbarity,  though  the  lifeless  member  could  rec^ve  no  hurt  from  her :  and 
b^  mangling  dead  bodies,  men  may  bring.theraselves  into  a  savage  unfeel- 
'ing  temper  that  will  make  them  dangerous  to  the  hving ;  much  more  by 
ika  practice  of  cruelly  upon  creatures  that  have  at  least  the  E4>pearance  of 
suflering  thereby.  Solomon  says,  the  merciful  man  is  mercifiil  to  his  beast : 
which  implies  that  by  being  unmerciful  to  the  beast  he  will  become  so  to 
his  own  kind  :  for  it  is  our  disposition  of  mind  that  governs  us  in  our  deal- 
ings with  both,  nor  is  it  possible  for  a  man  utterly  to  cast  oS  all  teudemesa 
and  humanity  to  the  inferior  animals,  without  contracting  a  callousness  and 
obdoracy  that  will  cover  him  from  any  impresMons  by  the  distresses  of  his 
own  species. 

11.  fiut  it  will  be  said  there  is  a  necessity  to  slaughter  the  animals  for 
our  food  and  other  uses,  to  destroy  vermin  that  would  annoy  us,  to  employ 
the  beasta  in  severe  drudgeries  in  our  services,  and  make  them  assist  in  the 
works  of  human  industry ;  to  bring  vice  and  wickedness  in  our  own  ^>ecies 
to  punishment,  to  return  a  proper  treatment  upon  injuries,  to  hurt  and  dia- 
appoint  another  in  defence  of  our  persons  and  properties  against  attacks  and 
impositions,  to  oi^>ose,  contend,  and  struggle  with  oompetitOTB,  to  make 
onr  best  advantages  in  driving  bargains,  to  annoy  the  enemies  of  our  coon- 
try,  grieve  at  their  prosperities,  and  rejoice  in  whatever  befalls  to  thrir  de- 
triment ;  to  espouse  the  cause  of  our  friends,  relations,  or  coparceners  in 
one  common  interest  in  prejudice  of  strangers,  to  make  a  difference  in  our 
treatment  of  persons,  according  to  their  capacity  to  do  us  good  or  evil,  and 
.according  to  their  ranks,  accomplishments,  and  possessions,  rather  tlian 
tlieir  inte^ty  and  virtue ;  to  fix  our  whole  attention  often  upon  onr  own 
wants  and  concerns,  without  thought  of  what  will  ensue  therefrom  to  any- 
body else ;  to  exact  painful  services  and  rigorous  discipline ;  to  harden  oar 
hearts  against  distresses,  criea,  and  importunities ;  and  when  in  pain,  or 
under  pressing  uneasiness,  we  cannot  raise  a  thought  of  anything  else :  all  ~ 
this  might  mue  it  seem  that  universal  Charity,  and  equability  of  diqrasi- 
tion,  resulting  therefrom,  were  impracticable,  repugnant  to  human  nijure, 
and  the  circumstances  of  situation  wherein  Providence  has  placed  us. 

But  we  ahoold  consid^  that  Charity  may  be  had  without  casting  away 
all  other  motives  beaidea;  for  human  nature  will  move  by  many  springs, 
each  whereof  may  lie  unimpaired  and  vigorous,  though  not  always  in  actual 
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cxerdM:  and  if  their  workings  are  re|iugiiant  aai  otwtmctiDg  to  eadi 
other,  it  ifl  for  want  of  good  management,  which  might  bring  them  to  act 
ia  concert  together,  and  make  their  motions  mutually  dependent.  For  men 
are  apt  to  tale  their  mles  of  conduct  for  ho  many  detached  aims,  to  be  pur- 
sued severally  in  their  turns ;  they  apprehend  that  they  most  be  charitable 
•ometiineB,  and  to  a  certain  d^ree,  but  too  mndi  of  it,  or  to  act  constantly 
under  its  influence,  would  be  pemidona  and  foolish ;  they  conceire  it  to 
stand  opposite  to  Prudence,  and  have  its  separate  province  distinct  there- 
from; which  must  necessarily  lessen  it  in  their  liking,  and  put  them  under 
difficulties  what  proportion  of  their  cares  to  employ  npon  either,  ao  aa  to 
give  one  its  just  due  without  encroaching  upon  the  other. 

But  it  is  uie  bosiness  of  Philosophy  and  Religion  to  reduce  our  rules  into 
one  regular  system,  one  compact  body,  all  the  members  whereof  mutually 
support  and  assist  each  other ;  to  bang  the  whole  law  and  the  prophets, 
our  particular  attachments  and  prudential  measures  upon  Chanty,  or  the 
desire  of  advancing  the  general  good,  and  not  barely  to  reconcile  it  there- 
with, but  to  deduce  our  other  occasional  pnrsnitB  therefrom.  But  what 
renders  this  difficult  to  compass,  is,  that  men  have  the  same  mistaken 
narrow  notions  of  Charity,  as  they  have  of  happiness :  they  apprehend  hap- 
piness to  lie  in  the  gratification  of  every  preaeot  desire  without  regard  to 
the  unhappy  consequences  that  may  ensue  at  another  time ;  in  like  manner 
they  apprehend  Charity  to  respect  only  the  object  at  present  before  them, 
without  considering  the  general  interest.  Whereas  the  road  to  pleasure 
•ometimea  liea  through  labour,  pain,  and  aelf-denial,  we  must  often  fly  from 
it  in  order  to  obtain  it,  and  that  conduct  is  moat  beneficial  which  will  pro- 
duce the  greatest  amount  of  gratification  upon  the  whole.  So  Charity  Is 
distinct  from  natural  sflection ;  the  latter  in  its  nature  must  make  a  differ- 
ence of  persons  and  stand  confined  to  particular  objects,  the  other  is  nni- 
venal  and  equal  to  all :  and  though  it  will  encourage  the  ealtivation  of 
private  propeBBities,  because  of  their  tendency  to  the  general  good,  yet 
sometimes  it  directs  the  other  way,  bocaose  the  road  to  the  general  good 
lies  through  the  damage  and  disappointment  of  particulars;  so  that  we 
must  sometimes  seem  to  tarn  our  backs  upon  goodness  in  order  to  pursue 
it  effectually  ;  and  whenever  compassion,  compliance,  and  tenderness  would 
do  mischief  to  more  than  they  profit,  it  is  Charity  to  break  throu^  them. 

Now  let  ns  conuder  whether,  if  no  oses  were  to  be  made  of  animals,  the 
condition  of  men  end  animals  taken  jointly  would  not  be  endamaged  thereby ; 
and  whether  their  being  made  necessary  to  our  accommodation,  is  not  a 
direction  and  warrant  irota  God,  whose  Charily  ia  pure,  unreserved,  and 
equitable  to  all  his  creatnres,  to  apply  them  to  our  necessities :  confirmed 
therein  by  bis  example  who  has  taught  tliem  by  the  constitution  of  their 
nature  to  destroy  and  prey  Qpon  one  another ;  and  whatever  is  done  under 
his  warrant  and  direction  we  may  rest  assured  is  agreeable  to  goodness  and 
equity,  though  we  should  not  be  able  to  discern  the  consistence. 

Let  us  consider  whether,  if  vice  and  widedness  were  to  pass  unpunished, 
it  must  not  abound  more  among  mankind,  to  the  destruction  of  order  and 
Eociety,  to  the  unsupportable  detriment  of  the  honest,  and  ruin  of  the  inno- 
cent, who  might  be  involved  in  the  contagion ;  whether  if  the  like  treatment 
were  given  to  bH  kinds  of  behaviour,  the  like  respect  shown  to  the  cobbler 
as  to  the  nobleman,  to  the  weak  as  to  the  powerful ;  if  there  were  no  conten- 
tion nor  competitorship,  no  attachments  of  each  party  to  their  private  in- 
terest in  waking  contracts,  no  zeal  for  tbe  prosperity  of  our  country,  no  par* 
tialities  to  little  iiocicties  and  partnerships,  no  exacting  of  labour  and  dis.- 
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Qtpl»e  from  the  idle  asd  refnctoiy,  no  applicatioD  of  ourifliole  thon^ta  to 
oar  own  waots  and  diatresies  upon  preMing  occaaiona ;  whatber  the  bunneaa 
of  the  world  would  go  on  better,  the  conveniences  and  pleuures  of  life  l>ecoma 
moie  [denty,  or  the  evils  of  it  fewer.  Hence  it  appears  that  in  all  allowable 
acta  of  opposition  and  aelfishneu,  we  are  ^oin^nhe  work  of  Charity,  contri- 
buting to  the  generfkl  good :  and  if  we  keep  this  reflection  in  mind,  the 
practice  of  them  will  never  abate  oar  eentimwit  of  universal  good  will,  which 
will  remain  vigoroue  to  withhold  us  from  ezercising  them,  whenever  they 
appear  inanifi^y  tending  to  greater  miacbief  than  profit,  or  are  not  eup- 
ported  by  some  nile  that  we  nu^  trost  waa  founded  upon  expedience. 

The  like  reflection  will  pres^re  us  ^m  all  revenge,  animosity,  contempt, 
insult,  and  delight  in  vexing  or  diEappointing,  nor  suffer  ns  ever  to  terminate 
oar  prospect  upon  the  hurt  or  displeasure  of  another,  but  retain  always  in 
view  the  necessity  or  indtBpenBable  rule  obliging  us  to  do  it ;  will  bring  us 
nearer  to  a  resemblajiee  of  our  heavenly  Father,  who  remembereth  mercy 
in  the  midst  of  judgment,  and  never  executes  judgment  but  as  a  means  to 
«fiect  the  purposes  of  goodness :  will  make  us  juat  in  our  dealings,  candid 
in  our  interpretations,  willing  to  justify  those  who  oi^wse  us,  desirooa  to 
find  excuses  for  every  conduct,  equitable  to  all,  giving  the  least  deserving 
their  due,  capable  of  contending  without  anger,  and  opposing  without  ill- 
will,  retaining  a  love  even  lot  enemies  and  persecutors,  so  &r  as  to  endea* 
vour  and  wish  them  well  in  all  particulars  consistent  with  the  interest  of 
our  country,  or  our  own  self-defence :  and  in  geneml  will  place  the  vexa- 
tions and  disappointments  of  others  in  the  same  light  with  our  own  labours 
and  troubles,  which  we  sometimes  undergo  cbeerfolly  upon  prudential 
motives  or  necessity,  never  upon  choice  or  inclination,  but  should  always  be 
better  pleasedif  we  could  effect  our  purpose  without  them. 

12.  And  here  I  cannot  help  once  more  congratulating  mankind  npon  the 
progress  they  have  mode  in  both  branches  of  Charity,  the  inclination  to  good 
and  aversion  to  evil,  be^ad  that  of  former  times ;  as  they  proceed  upon 
■Bore  juiUcious  and  purer  sentiments  in  their  relief  al  those  who  want  it,  so 
are  they  more  reasonable  and  humane  in  their  contentions.  Wars  are 
waged  withoat  hatred,  battles  fought  without  nmcour  and  barbarity,  laws  of 
war  establiahed  by  general  agreement,  and  measures  kept  between  the 
greatest  enemies  :  the  estates  of  the  conquered  are  not  taken  fhin)  them,  nor 
their  persons  made  slaves,  nor  slaughter  nor  extirpatioh  practiced  in  oool 
blood.  Our  military  men  behave  as  intrepid  in  the  day  oS  danger  as  those 
of  Alexander  or  Casar,  but  when  the  heat  of  skirmi^  is  over,  they  treat 
their  prisoners  with  humanity  and  the  tenderaesa  of  a  friend ;  and  in  such 
intercourses  as  the  service  will  permit,  they  can  show  a  just  esteem  and 
dvility  to  persons  of  the  adverse  party,  as  readily  as  to  their  compatriots. 

Our  Religion  has  gotten  rid  of  that  censoriousness,  rigour,  and  e)cultiag 
at  the  damnation  of  reprobate*,  which  were  once  esteemed  cbar  act  eristics 
of  godliness :  but  these  corruptions  are  now  almost  wholly  drained  off  upon 
the  Methodists.  Men  can  pursue  their  own  advantages  without  wishing  to 
distress  others,  contest  without  quarrelling,  m"int«i"  thur  cauM  without 
acrimony,  and  defend  their  rights  without  anger. 

Even  party  zeal  does  not  run  the  same  miacbieTous  lei^ths  as  heretofore, 
it  does  not  break  out  in  tumidts  to  plunder  and  fire  houses,  nor  produce  pro- 
scriptions a*  in  the  times  of  Svlla  and  the  Triumvirate,  nor  assassinationa 
like  those  of  Milo  and  the  eve  of  St.  Bartholomew,  nor  make  an  enterlmn- 
ment  of  malice  by  drinking  to  the  ooofiision  of  others :  it  makes  its  lost 
retreat  in  calumny,  defamation,  and  scurrility,  in  abuHve  poems  miscalled 
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Htiret,  tar  tbe  otgcct  of  true  utire  u  vice  and  foil]',  not  particnlai-  penone, 
and  weekly  or  ocxxBional  tqairting:i  of  the  press,  which  are  greedily 
ewallowed  by  the  shop-keeper,  the  mechanic,  and  the  mob,  or  some  few 
gentlemen  who  have  nothiog  erf  die  gratleman  beside  their  dreaa  and  equip- 
age belonging  to  them,  nor  have  ytit  thrown  aside  the  mdeness  of  the  school- 
boy, and  what  ill  hmaoun  Uiej  contracted,  when  children,  from  the  kitchen. 

Bat  ,it  is  to  be  preMmed  the  leaden,  however  they  may  sometimea 
encourage  theae  virdencea  to  serve  a  torn,  do  not  cater  into  the  same  sen- 
timents themadves :  for  they  know  that  straggles  for  power  are  fair  between 
contending  partiea,  and  have  no  reason  to  be  angry  with  their  competitors 
for  gaining  ao  advantage  over  them,  as  being  cooBciooa  that  they  shoulit 
have  done  the  like  themselves,  could  they  have  found  the  means  of  ejecting 
it.  And  this  consideration  in  an  equitable  temper,  making  all  allowances 
for  another  that  one  would  desire  for  one's  self,  may  extend  so  for  as  utterly 
to  take  away  resentment  and  detestation  in  all  casea  whatever :  for  there  is 
no  intrinsic  difference  discoversble  in  the  person  or  spiritual  eubstance  of 
men,  the  dt^rence  lies  in  the  body  or  mental  oi^anizatioo,  according  as 
they  were  monlded  by  natural  conatitation,  education,  example,  contpa^y,  or 
circumstances  surrounding  them.  Therefore,  when  we  feel  oar  anger  rise 
at  anything  displeasing  done  by  another,  we  niaj  reflect  that  we  should 
have  done  just  the  same  had  we  been  in  all  respet^  circomstanced  exactly 
alike  :  which  will  convince  as  that  our  tre«tmenl  of  them  ought  to  be  guided 
by  a  view  to  expedience  and  oecessity,  and  not  by  passion. 

13,  There  is  still  another  branch  of  Charity  which  n^ust  not  be  omitted, 
and  that  ia  Charity  towards  God  different  in  form  and  appearance  only,  but 
not  in  effect ;  for  we  can  exert  our  love  of  God  no  otherwise  than  by  doing 
kindness  to  his  creatures ;  and  both  concur  jointdy  to  lead  us  into  the  same 
courses  of  conduct.  Our  Maker  stands  above  the  reach  of  our  kindness,  as 
being  incapable  of  receiving  either  benefit  or  pleasure  from  anything  we  can 
do :  if  he  were  an  hnugered,  he  would  not  tell  us,  for  the  cattle  upon  a 
thousand  bills  are  his ;  if  he  wanted  the  tribute  of  praise  and  adonttion  for 
his  entertainment,  he  need  not  seek  it  from  us,  for  the. blessed  Spirits  in  a 
thousand  heavens  await  his  commands :  bat  we  are  exhorted  .to  nuke  it  the 
business  of  our  lives  to  serve  and  please  him,  solely  because  what  is  called 
his  service  will  render  them  punt  valuable  to  ourselveeand  beneficial  to  one 
another. 

Ttie  apprehensioi)  of  doing  a  terviee  and  pleasure  to  God  is  very  proper  ta 
be  entertained  in  the  imagin^iiMi,  Religion  indeed  cannot  well  sdMist  with- 
out it ;  it  is  this  gives  vigour  to  onr  religious  exercises,  inspires  a  seal  to 
carry  na  through  our  difficult  duties,  and  arms  us  with  resolutian  to  resist  the 
force  of  vicious  habits,  under  the  nodon  of  their  being  distasteful  and  odioua 
to  him ;  but  it  is  very  dangerous  to  let  such  an  opinllAi  catch  hold  on  the 
judgment.  For  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  appear  io  the  proper  places, 
that  imaginatiim  and  understanding  are  different  faculties,  the  same  set  of 
ideas  not  being  suitable  to  both ;  and  that  it  is  many  times  expedient  to 
take  up  persuasions  oocasitHtally  which  do  not  tally  with  the  convictions  of 
oar  reason.  We  are  but  semsitivo-rational  creatures,  having  in  onr  natures 
a  q»ee  of  the  Augel  and  of  the  beast  -,  and  the  food  that  is  most  wholesome 
and  nourishing  to  the  one,  is  unfit  for  the  other's  digestion.  In  the  afeai- 
tion  of  onr  resolves,  zeal  and  ardour,  and  whatever  cast  of  ima^^natiou  helps 
to  foment  them,  will  stand  us  most  ia  stead ;  but  in  season  of  deliberation, 
when  we  are  to  lay  out  our  measures  and  examine  their  {^unds,  we  cannot 
be  too  calm  and  cool :  that  our  coaaiderate  judgment  may  check  the  lozuii- 
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ances  of  zeal,  and  prevent  the  temporary  pereDuiotu  oecetsary  to  support 

it  from  growing  into  settled  opiniona. 

For  wbeb  men  once  begin  to, think  wrionsly  that  they  can  do  real  Berrice 
or  give  actual  pteaaure  or  uneaeinen  to  God  himself,  they  mietake  the  emence 
of  Religion,  placing  it  only  in  extemalt;  which  arebnt  neceaaary  expedienta 
to  protect  and  cfaerieh  the  sabstance ;  and  because  these  are  styled  divine  ' 
services,  imagine  they  cannot  practiBe  them  too  mudi,  nw  too  intently 
esteem  them  meritorious,  and  that  by  their  aaaiduides  they  shall  becmie 
prime  favonritee,  persons  of  conseqnenoe  with  God ;  which  must  natnraUy 
tend  to  generate  spiritual  prida,  and  incline  them  to  despiaei  censure,  and 
detest  their  fellow-creatures  as  his  enemies,  odious  and  loathsome  in  Ids 
ffi^t.  And  it  may  be  observed,  that  those  who  turn  Religion  into  aa  engine 
of  craft  and  ambition  always  be^n  with  instilling  a  notion  that  God  has  an 
interest  of  his  ovm  in  certain  modes  of  worship  and  professions  of  belief, 
and  that  we  can  serve  him  therein  hy  resiatiag,  dtstressing,  or  destroying 
opposers. 

But  the  love  of  (lod  is  another  kind  of  afiecti<m  from  that  of  our 
brvther ;  it  is  not  a  desire  of  profiting  or  oUiging,  or  when  no  impOTlant 
■ervice  occurs  of  making  the  racwoenta  pass  more  smoothly  with  him,  for 
there  is  no  matter  for  each  a  desire  to  work  upon :  it  is  rather  a  filial  re- 
spect  and  dependence,  a  looktnr-np  to  him  bs  onr  protection  and  source  df 
our  happiness,  a  taking  sdlace  m  ^e  contemplation  of  his  almighty  Power, 
his  Providence  and  Groodness.  And  that  we  may  not  wont  matter  for  this 
solace  to  feed  npon,  let  us  reflect  from  whence  all  onr  blessings  are  derived, 
whose  air  we  breathe,  whose  food  we  eat,  whose  ground  we  walk  upon, 
whose  creature^  we  associate  amongst,  whose  workmanship  we  inhabit, 
whose  instruments  we  see  and  hear,  and  speak,  and  act,  utd  think  with ;  how 
many  more  conveniences  and  enjoyments  we  have  than  troubles,  how  mncb 
larger  grounds  of  hope  than  fear  for  the  future,  bow  many  pleasures  and 
comforts  abound  throughout  the  visible  world  around  as,  and  how  good 
reason  there  is  to  believe,  that  whatever  sufferings  hebll  vritt  earn  a  fru- 
greater  profit  in  the  long  run. 

Let  ua  then  torn  the  tables,  imagining  for  a  while  there  were  no  God, 
and  consider  what  our  condition  must  be  npon  that  supposition ;  how  uncer- 
tain, how  hopeless,  how  dismal  the  prospect :  for  a  prospect  of  some  sort  or 
other  will  rush  upon  our  thoughts  notwithstanding  all  the  st^hietry  that  can 
he  employed  to  shut  it  out.  Endeavours  have  been  used  to  show  that  sense 
and  intelligence  may  resnlt  from  a  composition  of  matter  very  finely  or- 
ganized, because  oar  sensation  and  understanding  depend  upon  the  condition 
of  our  bodily  frame,  growing  and  decaying  with  that,  varying  from  time  to 
idme  as  that  varies  :  bat  though  our  sight  of  objects  depends  upon  the  mag- 
nitude, form,  motion,  and  superficial  textures  of  bodies  before  us,  andVariona 
commixtures  of  rays  reflected  from  thence,  and  if  the  li^t  be  wiihdrawn,  we 
can  have  no  vision  at  all ;  nevertheless,  all  the  figures  and  colours  in  the 
world  will  not  produce  vision  without  an  eye  to  behold  tbem.  In  like 
manner,  though  our  ideas  depend  upon  the  structure  and  present  state  of  our 
mental  organization,  yet  this  only  exhibits  the  objects,  nor  can  ever  produce 
an  actual  perception  without  a  perceptive  substance  within  to  discern  them ; 
whieh  substance  cannot  be  a  compound,  nor  can  perceptively  reside  uolesii 
in  an  individual.  Thus  we  have  an  individuality  which  renders  us  unperish- 
able,  incapable  of  annihilation  by  any  law  of  nature  dissolving  our  material 
composition :  but  what  new  olnecte  we  shall  have  to  perceive,  what  smooth 
or  rubied  particles  we  shall  adhere  to,  what  organizations  Chance  or  Neccs- 
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Ntjr  BhaU  provide  for  iii,  remiiins  wholly  ODcertaiD  i  in  thia  lottery,  wbarcoD 
our  whole  fortone  depends,  there  are  millioiu  ot  blankt  to  one  priae.  And 
even  in  thia  life,  eabgect  td  many  fbnnidable  evila  whoM  caosM  we  cannot 
inveatigate,  all  will  be  hazard  and  CBBOslty,  ^ded  by  no  oriei  nor  regard 
to  our  intereata,  nor  any  role  of  apportionment  diEtribntiDg  them  Kvmlly 
where  they  may  be  easiest  borne  i  so  that  we  have  nothing  but  tbougbtlaia- 
ness  tmd  insensibility  of  danger  tn  make  us  enjoy  prosperity  securely  i  and 
in  adversity  nothing  to  comfort  us,  nor  alleviate  the  pressure  with  a  reflao- 
tion  that  even  troubles  are  sent  in  wisdom  and  kindness,  and  will  ter- 
minate in  our  profit.  Therefore  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  that  this  is  not 
the  case,  that  our  future  fate  doee  not  depend  upon  the  chances  of  a 
lottery ;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  to  thlnli  it  the  luckiest 
thing  in  the  world,  that  then  is  a  benign  intelligent  Power  by  whom  all 
the  uws  of  nature  and  courses  of  fcHtane  were  established,  and  that  what- 
ever shall  become  of  us  when  turned  out  of  our  present  lodging,  we  can 
never  go  beyond  the  reach  of  his  esre  and  jarisdiotion, 

14.  It  has  been  said  that  God  created  i^  things  iot  his  Glory,  snd  he  it 
extremely  jealous  of  it :  blasphemy  has  been  alwajTs  esteemed  tba  most 
heinous  of  crimes,  and  the  highest  perfectton  of  godknete  li«a  in  doing  all 
things  for  hie  glory.  But  let  us  consider  wherrin  gl<»y  obOsiMai  not  Miely 
in  imgfat  and  power,  for  they  are  objects  of  terror  uid  astonidiDuat  m  weU 
as  of  adroiTBtion,  according  to  the  other  qnalitiei  joined  thetewith.  It  ia 
guodaesB  and  beneficence'  that  make  poww  glorioos ;  fori  becaoM  they, 
however  fervent,  can  profit  nothing  When  joined  with  weakness,  therefore 
we  admire  those  abilities  which  May  render  them  effectual ;  And  though  the 
world  has  fallen  into  A  Custom  of  admiring  greatness  in  itstlf,  yet  when 
th^  find  it  turned  to  tbeir  own  damage,  it  loses  ground  in  their  cttimstion. 

Whatever  high  acclamations  may  have  been  lavished  upon  mighty  con- 
querors, destroyers  of  cities,  enidaven  of  nations,  by  Such  as  hoped  to  share 
in  the  spoil,  or  wtio  stand  Out  of  their  reach,  or  wish  themselves  able  to  da 
the  Hke ;  those  who  are  plundered  and  oppressed  by  them  never  join  in  the 
panegyric,  they  mSy  pay  a  davish  homage  thrott^  few,  bot  cannot  honour 
them  in  thai  hearts.  Let  as  consider  Sie  common  Opibion  of  the  Devil, 
who  is  b^eved  a  being  of  }«odigious  power  and  tunning,  aUCi  if  he  were 
not  restrained  from  above,  to  m^e  more  havoc  and  devastation  than  all  the 
Alexanders  and  CnsaA,  the  SsiBcaiical  caltphs,  and  Machiavdian  cardinals 
that  ever  lived :  yet  is  he  the  gwieral  object  of  sbhomence  and  detestation, 
nor  do  we  find  oursdvcs  mclined  to  honour  him  the  more  for  his  matchless 
strength  and  pierdog  discernment :  and  those  Ilidians  who  are  said  to  wor- 
ship him,  do  it  that  h,t  may  not  hurt  them,  not  in  reverence  and  admiration 
of  his  more  than  mortal  power  and  sagacity.  Since,  then,  God  has  so  con- 
stituted his  creatures,  as  that  they  cannot  sincerely  honour  him  for  power 
alone,  dissociated  from  goodness,  if  he  were  fond  of  glory,  this  would  urge 
him  to  be  grBcious,  that  he  might  receive  the  ample  tribute  of  praise  and 
hearty  adoration.  But  glory,  regarded  as  an  ultimate  end,  is  a  selfish 
prinraple,  doing  good  to  others  only  accidentally,  as  a  means  of  procuring 
gratificBtian  to  the  doer :  whereas  we  cannot  imagine  any  addition  of  haj^ 
piliess  or  {deasure  redounding  to  the  Almighty  &«m  the  blessings  he  be- 
stows, therefore  his  goodness  is  pure,  wholly  disinterested,  and  the  good  of 
the  creatures  his  ultimate  point  of  view  in  Uie  exercises  of  it. 

But  he  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  because  lying  in  the  line  with  goodness, 
because  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  creatures,  nor  can  soOer  dimi- 
nution without  detriment  to  them.    For  it  has  been  ^own  in  Chaf.  XV. 
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tiwt  having  jut  eentimenta  of  God  is  tbe  true  uving  FiUb.  the  comibg  ta 
the  Father,  which  aloae  cu  iosure  as  a  (oUd  peace  of  mind,  onite  as  in 
the  bauds  of  love  to  one  another,  make  ua  inchislrioua  in  protDoting  the 
general  good,  and  lead  us  on  the  certain  road  to  our  future  happineaa. 
Tbiu  Charity  towards  God  and  towards  man  join  to  draw  us  into  the  same 
course  of  conduct ;  we  do  all  things  for  his  glory  if  we  do  all  things  for 
the  benefit  of  one  another,  and  prosecute  no  under -schemes  but  what  were 
laid  out  upon  tb^  plan :  and  as  I  have  observed  m  the  firgt  Ch^ter  of 
this  Volume,  our  duty  to  him  grows  out  of  our  duty  to  our  neighbour  and 
ourselves. 

And  because  the  possessing  our  imagination  with  an  idea  of  pleaaing  him, 
and  an  awful  sense  of  bis  Majesty,  assist  us  greatly  in  curbing  our  inordi- 
nate desires,  and  male  us  z»lou«  of  good  works ;  therefore  it  behoves  us 
to  cultivate  those  sentiments  in  ourselves,  and  propagate  them  among  others, 
Bnt  to  make  those  sentiments  efiectual  to  answer  their  porpose,  we,  must 
not  omit  either  of  the  foundations  which  are  tbe  suf^kort  of  glory :  to  cele- 
brate him  in  oar  hymns,  tbe  Lord  great  amd  mig^ly,  the  Lord  mighty  in 
battle,  who  only  doetb  wondrous  things  will  not  suffice,  unless  we  Ukewiae 
proclaim  him  the  Lord  good  and  gracious,  whose  mercy  is  over  all  his  works, 
who  hatelh  imquity  becauas  it  is  mischievous  to  his  creatures,  wlio  tsLeth 
vengeance  of  the  Nnner  to  work  his  amendment,  to  stop  the  progress  and 
prevent  the  evil  efiecti  of  «n,  wbo  aUioneth  the  wickedness  not  the  person 
of  the  sinner,  and  remembeieth  mercy  to  the  midst  of  judgment. 

But  hymns  and  f^lleli^ahs,  how  ^>tly  soever  composed,  both  in  matter 
and  fbnii,  are  not  an  ultimate  end :  they  are  only  useful  to  beget  and 
strengthen  proper  sentiments  in  the  mind :  thocfbre  we  must  take  care  to 
pursoe  our  religious  exercises  in  such  manner  and  measure  as  may  not  io' 
terfere  with  our  duties  in  active  life.  We  may  remember  that  God  has 
•aid,  I  will  have  obedience  and  not  sacrifice ;  and  how  he  declared  as  matter 
of  repnMch  against  the  Jews,  This  people  hononreth  me  wilb  their  lipa. 
but  their  heart  is  far  &om  me:  so  then  t^  doing  good  to  ourselves  and  one 
another,  with  an  occauonal  thon^t  <^  acting  agraeably  to  the  Will  of  God 
therein,  we  ofier  him  the  moat  acceptable  sacnficc,  aud  beat  promote  bia 
glory. 

It  is  agreed,  both  among  divines  and  pbilosophen,  that  the  road  to  virtue 
is  nigged  and  thorny,  but  leads  into  a  delightful  country ;  while  in  the 
thorny  v^.  our  paiaige  moat  be  irkaome,  tbe  dispensations  of  Provide  ce 
will  seem  severe  and  hard,  and  what  evidences  we  can  ctJIeot  of  the  divms 
goodness  will  work  only  a  q)eculative  conviction  of  the  nnderatanding :  but 
when  gotten  into  the  open  plain,  and  having  begun  to  gather  the  fruits  of 
our  toils,  we  shsU  taste  and  eee  that  God  is  good,  and  our  theory  will  be- 
come an  intimate  persuasioD  of  the  heart.  Therefore  if  we  have  any  zeal 
for  the  divine  gloiy,  or  desire  of  possesung  our  minds  with  the  fullest  senve 
t4  it,  we  shall  make  haste  to  pluck  vf  those  foolish  passions  and  fond  de> 
■ires,  v^iioh  bear  tike  tJwrss  obstructing  our  passage,  and  make  the  way 
nigged  i  ibaX  we  may  the  sooner  attain  this  intimate  persuasion,  which  wiU 
prcHupt  us  to  give  him  unfeigned  honour,  aod  to  love  him  with  all  oaf 
heart,  with  all  our  mind,  with  all  oar  soul,  and  with  all  oor  strength. 

But  this  love  cannot  be  perfect  tmlesi  it  produce  obedience  ta  that  other 
commandment,  which  is  like  unto  the  former,  and  Inseparably  ooune  eted 
with  it,  Tboo  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thys^ :  for  if  a  man  s^  that  he 
love  God  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him-^ 
and  if  he  says,  he  luts  a  zeal  for  tbe  honour  of  God,  but  takes  no  care  to 
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Diing  odun  likewiM  to  honour  him,  he  deceives  binudf,  and  thiolu  only 
to  make  a  merit  with  heaven  rather  than  to  advance  its  iaterest :  therefore 
in  his  very  ezeiciees  of  virtue  and  piety,  he  ought  to  have  a  r^ard  to  hi* 
neighbour  as  well  as  himself,  to  make  his  behaviour  exemplary  as  well  as 
good ;  so  to  suit  hia  plan  to  the  usages  and  cooveniences  of  life,  that  virtue 
may  appear  practicable,  inviting,  and  amiable,  to  let  his  light  so  shine  be- 
fore men,  that  they  may  see  his  good  works,  and  glorify  their  Father  which 
is  in  heaven,  which  they  will  not  do  merely  for  the  greatness  of  the  works, 
nnleas  peifonned  in  sodi  manner  as  they  might  wish  to  imitate  them,  and 
if  any  meaanrea  offer  that  will  certaialy  tend  to  the  benefit  of  mankind,  to 
saSer  no  scmides  to  obstnict  him  in  pursuing  them.  For  honour  is  greater 
when  given  by  numben  than  by  single  persons,  and  if  it  were  possible  to 
procure  God  to  be  honoved  among  miUtitudes  by  difihononring  him  -our- 
selves, it  were  for  his  service  to  do  it.  Saint  I^uil  wished  to  become  ana- 
thema himself,  so  he  could  thereby  save  his  brethren  the  Jews ;  but  tbia 
was  an  impossible  case,  put  only  to  express  the  fervour  of  his  zeal. 

For  the  readiest  way  to  make  others  virtuous  is  to  become  so  ourselvea.  that 
we  may  draw  them  by  example  and  sympathy  to  follow  us :  on  the  other  hand, 
we  cannot  pursue  the  real  benefit  of  our  neighbour  in  any  instance  without 
strengthening  our  own  Chari^,  and  advancing  our  own  interests. 

15.  The  main  hindrance  obstructing  our  progress  in  tHe  love  of  God  arises 
from  the  narrowness  of  our  notions:  we  are  ready  enough  to  love  tlioee  that 
ai«  good,  but  very  short  and  imperfect  is  our  idea  of  goocbess,  which  we  con- 
ceive to  consist  in  a  constant  indulgence  of  our  desires.  Children  are  more 
apt  to  love  servants  who  humour  them  in  everything,  and  persons  contri- 
buting to  their  pleasures,  than  their  parents,  how  well  soever  convinced  of 
their  parental  care  and  judgment :  and  wl)ile  we  continue  such  Children  as 
to  fix  our  hearts  upon  present  pleasures,  without  thought  or  concern  for 
those  at  a  distance,  we  cannot  ^'^''^  God,  nor  have  we  any  inducemat  to 
do  it :  for  he  is  indeed  not  good  in  our  sense  of  the  word,  being  severe  and 
inexorable  to  every  desire  that  would  do  us  mischief. 

Therefore  we  must  learn  first  to  change  the  state  of  onr  desires,  inuring 
them  to  fix  strongly  upon  distant  advantage,  and  must  strive  to  enlarge 
onr  views  so  as  to  like  in  remotest  consequences ;  that  we  may  giye  every 
good  and  evil  its  just  weight  in  our  estimation,  whether  nearer  or  afar  off; 
If  we  could  bring  desire  to  take  this  turn,  we  should  find  G^d  indolgcatt 
thereto,  having  provided  ns  nuuiy  means  of  innocent  pleasure  aqd  pre^ 
sent  gratification,  but  requiring  no  self-denial  from  us  that  does  not  tend 
to  onr  greater  enjoyment  at  some  other  time.  And  though  th|ere  be  evila 
incident  to  hamaa  life  from  external  causes,  wbich  we  do  not  see  the  e;tpe* 
dience  of,  yet  are  there  blessings  and  comforts  enow  to  overbalance  them  '• 
■o  that  if  we  take  onr  view  completdy  and  fitjrly,  we  shall  see  so  many 
more  luminous  spots  than  dark  ones,  as  to  render  the  whole  on  exhilarating 
prospect.  This  is  not  difficult  to  he  done  in  a  situation  of  ease  and  security: 
persons  living  in  health,  plenty,  and  pleasure,  beholding  everything  cheerful 
about  them,  if  they  ever  think  of  a  disposing  Providence  at  all,  must  have 
a  very  mxtoward  temper  of  mind  not  to  acknowledge  a  goodness  and  bounty 
therein,  notwithstanding  some  troubles  and  distresses  in  places  whither  they 
never  resort.  Bui  when  severe  pains,  affiictions,  and  crosses  &11  upon  our- 
selves, the  preeaure  of  them  will  inevitably  contract  our  prospect  within  our 
own  compass :  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  look  for  marks  of  goodness  in 
anything  that  does  not  contribute  to  our  immediate  relief,  nor  can  we  fonn 
an  idea  of  it  unless  from  persuasions  inculcated  strongly  ia  our  minds  before. 
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Wherefore  it  bdioves  us  to  provide  against  a  rain;  day  vrfaile  the  sun 
shioes,  and  in  our  seasons  of  prosperity  to  lay  in  ench  a  stock  of  pennosioii 
as  may  stand  us  in  stead  in  time  of  trial,  so  intimately  rooted  in  oiir  minds 
as  not' to  be  torn  np  by  the  storms  of  adveruty.  It  u  not  enough  to  join 
in  with  the  general  voice,  nor  abound  in  professions  of  the  divine  goodness, 
nor  stifle  every  thought  ^at  would  suggest  a  doubt :  this  is  only  a  flattery 
of  God,  R  covering  over  the  sore  and  deceiving  ourselves,  nor  will  afford 
OS  comfort  when  we  want  it  moat.  For  persuasion  is  not  to  be  gotten  by 
rote,  nor  can  an  inward  sentiment  be  produced  by  forced  expressions,  which 
only  give  us  the  credit  in  our  own  opinion  of  believing  what  we  really  do  not 
believe :  to  be  hearty  and  durable  it  must  proceed  from  a  full  and  impartial 
conviction  of  our  reason.  This  is  best  effected  when  the  understanding  is 
clear  and  the  thoughts  at  ease,  when  we  can  look  around  us  calmly  and  make 
our  judgment  not  solely  upon  the  circumftances  of  our  present  sitnation :  then 
is  our  time  to  settle  the  true  idea  of  goodness  upon  such  mature  and  thoroogfa 
consideration,  as  that  it  may  abide  without  changing  colours  ever  afterwards ; 
to  observe  what  marks  ofitmay  be  gathered  from  eaperience,  and  discern  its 
consistence  with  some  temporary  displeasures. 

The  eiistenoe  of  evil  has  been  the  grand  stnmbling-block  in  all  ages ; 
had  we  fewer  blessings,  but  never  anything  to  cross  or  disturb  as,  we  should 
be  content :  let  us  theu  consider  the  evils  as  so  many  deductions  from  the 
good,  and  if  our  sources  of  enjoyment  be  so  copious  as  that  the  balance  re- 
maining after  these  deductions  be  equal  in  quantity  to  what  would  have  satis- 
fied us  if  given  alone,  why  cannot  we  be  satisfied  as  well  with  both  taken  toge- 
ther? For  a  number  of  conveniences  fmd  delights,  attended  with  some 
toil  and  suffering,  are  deemed  more  desirable  than  a  little  pleasure  that  may 
be  had  without  any  trouble  at  all ;  as  a  large  pstate,  subject  to  taxes,  re- 
pairs, cares  of  management,  and  yezatione  by  bad  tenants,  appean  pre- 
ferable^  in  the  eye  M  the  srorld  to  fi  small  annui^  constantly  pud  upon 
demand.     ' "       ■  "  ■  ■ 

>mnipotence  might  have  given  us  the  same 
;vil  appendant  thereto,  or  making  it  thene- 
:  aught  we  know,  might  have  been  done  in 
al  nature,  which  was  the  work  of  God  in  hia 
stands  for  above  the  reach  of  our  faculties, 
what  rules  or  measures  it  was  fit  for  him  to 
o  take  things  as  they  are  constituted,  to  con- 
laracter  of  Governor,  ordering  all  things  in 
iiity,  according  to  their  natures  and  relations 
established  befcit^  froiu  everlasting,  laying  out  every  event  in  his  plan  so  as  to 
yidd  the  greatest  profit  to  the  whole,  and  providing  that  each  individual  shall 
sharein  the  good  of  the  whole.    Could  we  once  thoroughly  convince  ourselv^ 
of  these  points  upon  rational  grounds,  by  the  evidences  suggested  in  former 
partsof  Uiis  work,  or  what  others  may  occur  to  onr  observation;  and  could  we 
bring  ourselves  to  a  habit  of  estimating  things  by  the  whole  line  of  thar  conse- 
quences, and  learn  to  value  an  evil  productive  of  much  gfeater  good,  though 
we'might'still  fell  deficient  in  our  id6a  of  infinite  goodness  through  the  imper- 
fection of  our  conceptions,  yetwe  should  have  sense  and  apprehensionof  good- 
ness enough  to  b^  tbe  object  of  our  cordlsl  dependence  uid  unfeigned  ado^  . 

1 6.  We  have  seen  in  $  11,  how  the  contentions  and  competitions,  unavoid- 
able in  our  transactions  with  the  world,  often  tend  to  abate  our  Charity  to  one 
another ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  remedy  for  iHreventing  that 
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effect,  by  deducing  oar  rules  of  private  prudence  and  self-defence  from  the  ge- 
nera] good,  and  holding  that  derivatioii  constantly  io  view  when  ve  practise 
tbem ;  which  will  Btill  leave  us  inclination  to  do  as  many  kind  ofSces  to  the 
party  (^iposed  asarenotinconsiitenttbereinth.  Bat  there  is  another  abate- 
meat  made  by  a.&lee  delicacy  we  too  often  contract,  which  gives  ub  a  contempt 
and  loathing  of  peraons  whoee  appearance,  taste,  and  manners  are  very  differ- 
ent from  our  own.  If  we  dislike  a  num'sface,  if  his  dress  be  shabby,  his  de- 
portment clownish,  his  language  rude,  his  ideas  grosa,  or  any  vicious  mixture 
in  his  character,  we  can  scarce  prevail  upon  ourselves  to  wish  him  anything 
good,  or  think  him  capable  of  enjoying  a  real  pleasure,  becauae'those  he  seema 
to  delight  in  an  utterly  ooBuitable  to  our  relish. 

This  torn  of  mind  we  are  not  formed  with  by  nature,  bnt  drawn  into  by  edu- 
cation as  a  preservative  against  catching  habite  and  desires,  that  woald  be  uq- 
becooung  and  mischievous :  for  it  being  natural  to  imitsAe  what  one  likes,  and 
avoid  what  one  abhors,  we  teach  our  children  an  aversion  to  the  manners  and 
sentimenta  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant,  to  prevent  their  being  led  into  the  like 
by  their  example;  and  a  contempt  of  tbe  brutes  and  their  ways  of  iiving,  to 
takeoff  their  attention  from  sordid  and  grovelling  employments  or  pleasures. 
ThoB  we  are  forced  to  excite  an  antipathy,  to  ward  off  the  ponicions  effects  of 
sympathy,  that  might  otherwise  ensue  :  for  yonng  nd  ineiperienced  minds 
cannot  easily  make  a  distinct  estimation  of  tiicpersons  and  of  the  practices,  nor 
pick  oat  tbe  good  and  bad  parts  in  a  character,  nor  disoem  the  fiirce  of  pro- 
priety, wbich  renders  the  same  things  bad  in  one  place  that  were  good  and 
oommcndable  in  another.' 

TbeKfoiethismediodofdea&ngwifhtlMmiBpnideiitaiidnaBeHKry,  until 
ftbettef  can  he  taken  by  gradually  showing  them  the  reason,  relations,  and 
dtArences  of  thing*,  together  with  the  rudiments  and  cautions  founded 
tbn^upon  :  which  thou^  I  apprehend  possible  in  theory  Is  he  'done,  and 
woold  certainly  be  preferable,  yet  cannot  be  practised  by  tbe  generality  of 
parents  and  teachers,  who  must  be  left  to  go  by  rule,  and  rote,  (vi  cnstom, 
because  they  know  none  other  way  to  go  by.  Nevertbelen,  when  we 
come  to  some  mamrity  of  judgment  and  reflection,  we  may  learn  to  walk 
witbont  those  go-carts  which  were  necessary  to  support  oiB'  infant  steps,  to 
be  sensible  of  pleasures  which  would  be  none  to  us.  to  see  thefitneM  irf  things 
in  other  circumstances  of  condition,  wbich  would  be  highly  penudous  and 
nabecoming  in  ours,  to  weigh  the  several  ingredioits  cf  a  character  apart, 
and  to  distinguish  between  the  person  and  tiie  seutimeBtB  or  practices,  so 
as  to  escape  the  influence  of  sympathy  from  the  one,  widiout  aid  of  antipathy 
to  tbe  other. 

Fer  sorely  one  may  see  the  joy  a  bog  receives  by  walloving  in  the  mire, 
witfasBt  wudiing  to  roll  widi  him  one's  self ;  or  contemplate  a  multitude  of 
flies  frisking  abootand  regaling  luuiionsly  upon  cow-dung,  without  either 
dwiiiug  to  partake  of  the  repast,  or  feeling  our  stomachs  tnm  at  the  filthi- 
neaa  of  tbeir  tute ;  for  those  appetites  are  perfections  in  their  natures  which 
wovld  be  depravations  in  ours,  and  the  materials  for  gratifying  them  are 
TalnaUe  bleasingt  to  them,  though  they  are  troubles  and  annoyances  to  na. 
In  like  manner  we  mayperccive  a  real  enjoyment  in  the  diversions  and  coarse 
merriment  of  the  vnlgar,  though  we  find  no  relish  in  ourselves  for  the  like ;  an 
expedience  in  their  sentiments  and  manners,  which  would  prove  hurtfnl  and 
nnenitable  tons.  We  ai»j  admire  the  robustness  of  the  porter,  the  intrepidity 
and  heartiness  of  the  common  sbilor,  the  hardiness  of  a  house-breaker  or 
poacher  capable  of  enduring  all  weathers  nnctmcemedly,  without  wanting  to 
ncquiTc  those  qaalitiea  by  the  same  methods.  We  may  regard  vice  as  a  loath- 
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Bome  dueaac,  detestaUe  in  itaslf  but  not  exciting  a  detestation  of  the  pa- 
tient ;  for  idioio  we  may  still  retein  a  tenderiMM  uid  wUat  degree  of  eateent' 
be  deaemet,  while  we  keep  him  at  a  distance  for  fear  of  taldng  die  infec- 
tion :  for  ittalmoat  eVeiy  character  and  eveiy  farm  of  being,  we  nui;^  find 
eometfaiog  well  wortii  oir'  pordnse  if  it  were  to  be  boogfatwith  motley, 
though  we  should  not  be  willing  to  exchmge  conditions  npon  the  whole. 

By  aicfa  observatioiis  Emd  refleotimu  we  may  in  time  clear  onrBelves  from 
the  remains  of  the  school-boy,  a  fierceness  and  strangeness  of  temper,  on 
arerHon  and  contempt  of  everything  not  exactly  soitul  to  onr  own  ways : 
irindi  while  it  last*  mrut  make  us  nneqtdtable,  partial'  in  our  jndgmenta, 
incapable  of  acknowledging  anything  good  or  valnriile  elsewberei  and  con- 
seqiuntly  indiapoaed  to  give  God  his  ^ory.  For  a  ainoereand  hearty 
booonr  can  spring  only  from  the  largeness  of  his  bounty;  butwe'shafl  lave 
no  seaae  of  any  in  the  greatest  part  of  the  creation  appearing  wrttdied  and 
de^oable  inosr  eye;  where  the  scene  of  happiness  will  stand  confined  to  a 
very  few  of  oBr  owii  aoqnaintance  vbo  happen  to  hit  our  taste,  as  bang 
penons  of  good  htmonr  or  good  breeding,  that  hare  aeen  the  wodd  and 
are  orthodox. 

17.  Were  m«i  apprized  how  many  good  fmitB  tat  the  natmvl  prodvce 
of  a  thorough  Charity,  they  would  be  more  carefbl  to  ctdtinrt«  it,  and  suflto 
nodeUcatry  or  pre}iidice  irf  edneation'  and  cuntoni  to  atiht  its  growth.  It 
wonld  be  soperfnons  to  expatiate  upon  the  benefitfe  reeahiiig  from  this 
prht^le,  if  it  were  to  prevail  in  general  among  mankind ;  for  they  must 
occur  to  any  one  who  will  deign  to  bestow  a  thought  upon  the  ant^ect : 
thMWwmdd'be  no  war,  nor  mjory,  nor  cozenage,  nor  oontention,  rkor  fear, 
DOT  ampkkem,  nor  waste;  nor  ifttencas,  nor  perverrity,  nor  fond  indulgence  ; 
DMKpaneiHied  hmoomce  wonld  find  an  easy  instruction  everywhere:  rtatural< 
qipltite  be  wftfak<rfden  from  warping  witii  a  tender  gentle  hand,  and  the' 
earth  intuTL'd  to  her  paradisiacal  state.  But  this  ia  a  romantic  imagination 
wkidiwe  can  never  expect  to  see  verified  in  fact:  or  if  it  were.  Charity 
'WDOld  then  beoome  ncA  a  virtue,  nor  scarcely  a  aeicnce :  for  there  is  no 
diffioatty  in  knowing  how  to  behave  where  everybody  behaves  frieodly,  and 
(he  sweets  of  auoh  a  oondnct  all  around  us  must  nijM  a  presaing  ^ipettte' 
and  draw  ■s'into  it  whether  'we  will  or  no. 

Therefore  oar  bttsineiB  in  this  state  of  imperfection  and  trial  lies  in  learn- 
ing how  M  iff«aervti  '  oar  Charity  entire  amidst  an  uncharitable -woiid,  to 
retBiB  our  gtxtdwHl  while  forced  by  necessity  or  prudence  to  act  contrary 
thereto,  to  aocommodate  it  to  the  usages  tfad  circBmstaiices  about  us,  and 
render  it  feasible  in  practice  rather  than  plauaible  in  theory.  Yet  the  intro- 
duction of  an  Utopian  state  may  be  onr  aim  without  being  oar  expectation ; 
and  what  httU  araroachea  we  can  mdce  in  the  progreea  towards  it,  will  hv 
an  advantage  wdl  wrath  our  gaining.  For  so  far  as  niatnal  good- will  and' 
comroniuon  of  interests  obtains  in  any  little  society,  or  among  a  few  ptr-' 
sona,  it  creates  a  mutual  trust  end  ccmfidence,  relieves  them  from  the  neces- 
sity of  gvarding  i^ainst  encroachments  by  one  another,  enablea  them,  by 
their  jcnnt  endeavoais,  to  strike  out  mora  lights  and  procure  themselves 
mora  conveniences  and  pleasures,  than  tfaey  could  have  done  singly  :  and 
answere  all  the  same  purposes,  though  in  a  hr  lower  degree,  as  if  it  wa« 
general  throughout  the  spectea. 

Neither  is  a  sincere  Charity  unprofitable  to  a  man's  relf,  though  it  were 
to  meet  with  no  returns  in  kind:  ^  it  enhngea  the  nnderstandiog,  pwftm 
the  mentd  e^,  and  dears  the  judgment.  Meet  of  our  errors  arise  from  a 
narrow  partrality  to  our  own  interests  and  hamonn ;  for  we  do  not  aee 


by  Google 


CHARITY.  '  308 

things  in  the  Mme  light  when  the  cbm  is  our  own  at  in  uiather's.  If.  my 
iioga  bntak  intn  m;  neighbour's  com,  it  is  an  accident,  aad  such  tUnga 
ought  not  to  be  minded  between  friends :  bat  if  hia  hogs  break  into  mine, 
then  tb«  caie  ia  altered,  for  he  ought  to  have  yoked  them,  and  it  is  bnt  ren< 
Bonable  that  be  ahonid  pay  for  his  negligence.  But  to  thoae  whom  we 
heartily  love,  we  shall  heartily  wish  well,  and  jodge  a*  fiiToorably  in  theb 
case  as  in  our  own :  and  if  we  bore  a  sincere  goodwill  to  onr  feIk>w-orc«t- 
turea-  at  noA,  we  should  judge  equitably  upon  them  all,  regarding  saleiy  tiie 
merits  of  the  cause  without  respect  to  the  difference  of  persona ;  and  this 
would  teach  ua  an  impartiality  and  calnmeaa  in  matters  relattag  to  our- 

It  is  anrunonty  said  that  a  atander-by  aeea  mora  of  the  game  tbm  he  that 
plays,  because  Hie  passions  of  the  i^er  are  interested,,  which  ranea  an  ea< 
gemeaa  that  blind*  hi*  judgment :  and  for  the  like  reason  many  pet^e  can 
nve  better  advice  than  they  can  follow ;  for  onr  concern  for  another  proceed* 
ftvm  reason  and  good  natwe,  paaaioa  haa  no  aliare  in  it,  therefore  we  can 
(Am  >ee  dearer  into-  hi*  «Siurs  than  we  can  in  onr  own.  If  we  cunM 
inure  onraelrcs  to  take  concern  in  the  evila  befalling  others,  and  seek  frs 
tUeviationa  and  comfigta  with  the  same  heartinew  as  for  ourselves,  we  should 
find  them  more  rcaMlily  than  we  could  in  our  own  case :  because  we  should 
not  have  the  pungency  of  the  smart  to  oonfnae  our  ideas,  and  pmwnt  re* 
flrction  from  taking  its  fUl  and  fair  scope;  we  might  then  weigh  the  value 
of  diatant  good  in  a  jnat  balance,  see  its  deeirablenesa,  and  adawwledge  a 
pieaent  pun  eligible  that  works  out  a  greater  advantage :  we  should  be 
more  at  leisure  and  better  qualified  to  coamine  what  benefits  may  reauh 
from  a  sufiining,  and  be  able  to  find  a  spice  (tf  cemfbrt  erea  in  proba- 
biUtieB. 

As  the  mind  is  more  ready  to  hope  wdl  for  tbnae  to.  wkom  w«w^  welli 
and  quicker  in  remarking  the  auccesa  of  persona  id  whoee  enjoyments  we 
can  sympathize,  we  mi^t  learn  a  greater  &rality  in  augnrating  fir  the  beet, 
withontthat  anxiety  and  dread  which  aeiceana  upon  but  just  possible  dangen 
hanging  oter  ourwlves,  aud  should  discern  a  modi  more  copioua  flood  of 
the  divine  bounty  than  the  selfish  and  narrow'minded  can  ever  couoeiTei 
For  we  can  judge  more  calmly  upon  hurta  we  see  than  tboee  we  fed,  and 
in  them  can  acknowledge,  that  since  evils  must  Ul  someirtMTe,  it  is  not 
harder  they  diould  fall  where  they  do,  than  elsewhere.  By  practice  of  this 
•ort,  and  the  habit  of  sympathizing  with  the  good  and  ill  suooesses  of 
others,  we  may  learn  to  eatiiDate  for  ourselves  from  the  manner  wherein  we 
have  been  used  to  eetknate  for  them  ;  we  may  be  convinced  that  what  was 
right  and  equitable  for  them  wa*  the  same  for  na,  bimI  wfaatiwa*  digiUe  for 
them  was  so  to  us :  which  would  prevent  our  auunwrii^  at  being  called 
upon  to  bear  our  share  of  the  general  burden,  would  give  a  livdy  fading 
•rose  of  remote  good  in  the  midst  of  present  nocasineaa,  enade  ua  to  bear 
it  patiently,  hdp  to  support  OB  in  dangers,  and  twch  us.mbk  willingly  to 
undergo  the  same  diadpline  and  wholesome  severities  we  have  exacted 
from  others  in  kindness  and  sincere  regard  to  their  benefit. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  some  cnmitf  >  contention,  and  sdfishneaa 
ia  necessary  in  the  world,  to  fiudua  employment  and  keep  onr  activity  alive; 
for  more  than  half  the  bnainesa  of  life  liee  in  guarding  against  the  attacks 
and  encroachments  of  one  another :  and  it  ia  oboervuble,  that  when  people 
eome  into  a  situation  of  perfeot  ease  and  aecniity.  with  notlmveTer  to 
vex  or  raffle  them,  they  qni^y  mat  in  idleneas.  lUs  may  be.  too  true,  aa 
mankind  ia  cooitituted,  yet  doe*  not  render  it  ncedfiil.for  a  maa  to  nooriah 
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ill  humonrB  in  hia  own  br«mst,  to  make  work  for  himself  and  neighbours! 
for  there  will  not  want  employment  of  that  sort  from  the  onreaMiiiablenera 
of  othen  :  be  bis  Charity  ever  bo  perfect  and  diffusive,  he  will  never,  with 
all  his  endeavoan  .and  all  the  force  of  example  and  iympathy,  bring  an 
equitable  disposition  to  prevail  bo  generally,  but  there  will  still  be  unnilv 
paauons  and  greediness  enough  in  the  world  to  keep  vigilance  awake,  and 
prevent  activity  from  stagnating. 

Nor  need  he  fear  the  consequencea,  if  it  were  possible  to  make  Charity 
uuiveraal :  the  reason  why  it  does  not  suffice  to  fill  up  oar  time  is  because 
in  ain|^  persoUB  at  best  it  is  imperfect,  languid,  unenlightened,  confined,  too 
feeble  to  act  without  aid  of  some  other  motive,  and  often  degenerates  into 
weakneia :  but  were  it  general,  it  would  become  manly,  judiciouB,  discerning, 
habitual,  and  vigorous,  enga^ng  of  itself,  and  expert  in  fining  ways  of 
exercising  it.  For  by  joining  assistance  we  might  improve  one  ano&er'e 
lights,  far  beyond  what  each  of  us  can  do  singly,  so  as  never  to  be  at  a  loes 
how  to  proceed :  and  by  mutual  example  and  sympathy,  we  should 
■trengthen  our  propensity  to  act  for  the  best,  so  as  never  to  want  an  incite- 
ment to  do  what  appeared  benefitnal. 

There  is  induedy  enough  in  quantity  among  mankind  to  answer  all 
the  puipoaea  of  life,  but  the  greater  part  ie  misemployed  in  mischief  or 
thrown  away  upon  trifles :  and  that  eaneatiieaa  of  desire  which  gives  vigour 
to  it,  is  generally  derived  from  mstom :  a  single  person  cannot  so  easily 
raise  a  lilung  by  his  own  eSbrta  as  multitudes  can  draw  others  after  them, 
llierefore  were  Charity  and  fellow-feeling  to  be  the  prevailing  humour  in 

,  the  world,  it  would  become  bduonable  and  engaging  to  ride  as  many  miles 
upon  a  public  service  aa  after  a  stinking  fox ;  to  bestow  as  much  pains  and 
contrivance  upon  the  good  and  pleasure  of  others,  as  upon  raising  a  name,  (w 
breeding  race-horses,  or  procuring  curiositiea,  or  pursuing  our  ovm  fontastic 
schemes.  This  would  turn  industry  into  its  proper' channel,  where  it  would 
not  overflow  to  make  waste  and  do  mischief,  nor  be  lost  among  the  barren 
aands  fd  whimsy ;  but  run  all  to  the  uses  of  ifiankind,  employed  in  watering 
and  deanaing,  to  quicken  the  growth  of  good  works,  and  clear  away  thoee 
obatmctioti*  of  fear,  impatience,  indolence,  and  indulgence,  which  disable 
us  tcom  pursuing  our  real  advantages. 

Hius  whether  we  consider  mankind  in  general,  or  Bocieties,  or  partindar 
pcnons,  the  virtues  mutually  aid,  support,  and  nourish  one  another :  Charity 
which  is  built  firmest  upon  Faith  and  Prudence,  improves  them  again  in 
return,  opens  wider  scenes  of  the  divine  beneficence  to  enlai^  our  Hope, 
encourages  Fortitude  and  Temperance,  and  inspires  an  equitable  temper 
and  impartial  justice  to  all ;  it  eradicates  vanity,  dears  the  judgment,  per- 
fects discretion,  and  animates  induatry;  it  insures  peace  of  mind  with  self- 
•ads&ction,  and  makes  ua  find  immediate  pleasure  in  contributing  to  the 

.  general  good  wherein  oar  own  is  contained,  thus  advancing  our  interesth 
eSmtmUy  witliovt  holding  them  perpetually  in  contemplation. 


CHAP.  xvm. 
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Wh«stxb  throwa  aside  his  reason,  when  he  takes  the  Bible  m  hand,  it 

like  to  make  very  little  profit  thereby  :  for  the  written  word,  I  conceive,  waa 

not  designed  to  supeisede  the  use  of  reason,  but  to  assist  and  put  it  iots 
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the  right  track  for  wriviog  at  a  sound  judgment  upon  things  of  the  utmost 
importance.  IIub  is  particularly  msnifeat  in  that  passage,  where  we  are  in- 
Btnicted  in  the  duty  of  Charity  towards  our  Neighbour :  which  being  pro- 
pouaded  as  one  of  the  two  great  commandnienta  whereon  hang  all  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  it  was  asked.  But  who  is  my  neighbour  ?  Had  the  mind 
oi  the  person  making  this  question  been  clear  and  open,  it  would  have  sug- 
gested to  him  the  proper  answer.  Every  fellow- creature  to  whom  I  stand 
in  a  capacity  of  doing  a  kindness :  but  it  seems  his  judgment  had  been 
darkened  by  some  narrow  pr^udicee,  which  to  remove  was  all  that  was 
wanted :  therefore  the  right  answer  was  not  dictated  as  from  the  chair  of 
authority,  but  a  case  put  which  might  naturally  lead  him  to  make  it  for 
himself.  A  certain  man  travelling  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  fell  among 
thieves,  who  stripped  him  of  all  he  had,  and  left  him  naked  and  wounded  upon 
the  road :  a  pries^  and  afterwards  a  Levite,  coming  that  waj,  looked  on  him 
and  passed  by  on  the  oth^  side;  but  a  Samaritan,  seemg  his  distress, 
alighted,  poured  oil  into  his  wounds,  set  him  on  his  own  beast,  and  carried 
bim  to  the  inn,  where  he  provided  that  all  necessary  care  should  be  taken  of 
him.  Which  of  these  was  neighbour  to  him  that  fell  among  thieves  ?  Me 
that  showed  mercy  to  him.    Then  go  thou  and  do  likewise. 

Now  if  we  understand  this  parable  literally,  and  confine  ourselves  to  the 
direct  and  primary  import  of  the  words,  it  will  teach  us  that  a  man  becomes 
neighbour  to  another  by  doing  him  a  service,  nor  stands  in  that  relation  to 
any  to  whom  be  has  never  been  helpful ;  and  the  moral  of  it  will  be,  that 
we  ought  to  relieve  the  distressed  for  our  own  sakes,  in  order  to  become 
entitl^  to  the  offices  of  a  good  neighbour  from  them :  an  inference  which 
how  much  it  would  redound  to  th«  honour  of  the  teacher  or  improvement  of 
the  learner,  I  leave  to  every  man's  common  sense  to  determine.  But  Jesns 
knew  the  person  he  had  to  deal  with  would  put  no  soch  constroction  upon 
his  words ;  tor  his  natural  lights  would  show  him  that  neighbourhood  must 
arise  from  the  situation  wherein  men  stand  with  respect  to  one  another,  sot 
from  their  maimer  of  conducting  themselves  therein ;  and  is  correlative,  so 
that  no  man  can  be  neighbour  to  another  without  the  other  being  likewise 
neighbour  to  him.  Therefore  the  wounded  traveller,  by  the  drcamstance 
of  his  distress,  was  really  placed  in  as  near  a  degree  of  neighboorhood  to 
the  priest  and  the  Levite  as  the  Samaritan,  though  the  latter  only  approved 
himself  a  neighbour  by  acting  agreeably  to  that  character,  and  was  there- 
fore proposed  as  a  pattern  for  any  who  de«re  to  fulfil  the  duties  <^  good 
neighbonrhood. 

And  the  case  of  a  Jew  and  a  Samaritan  was  chosen  to  show  the  relation 
the  more  comprehensive,  for  the  Samaritans  werv  regarded  as  schismatics, 
they  had  set  up  mount  Gerizim  for  the  place  where  God's  name  was  to  be 
worshipped  in  opposition  to  Sion,  thereiore  there  was  as  much  hatred  and 
detestation  between  them  and  the  Jews,  as  religious  fends  can  inspire.  I 
hope  we  can  find  nothing  similar  in  our  own  times  to  illustrate  hy,  but 
must  take  our  idea  from  history,  and  may  imagine  their  animosity  as  great 
as  between  a  Jesuit  and  a  Hugonot,  a  high  Chnrchman  and  a  Presbyterian 
of  tl>e  last  century.  If  then  a  Samaritan,  a  schismatic,  a  fonatical  dog,  an 
open  enemy  to  God  and  his  true  Church,  nevertheless  he  neighbour  to  an 
orthodox  Jew  when  in  want  of  each  other's  assistance,  sorely  the  same  re- 
lation must  subsist  between  every  two  human  creatures  upon  earth  in  the 
Uke  situation. 

2.  The  term  neighbour  was  the  properest  to  distinguish  the  object  of  our 
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good  offices,  becaiiK  it  arises  from  sitHBtioo,  not  from  personal  cliarscter :  s 
brother  must  alwaja  continue  Hich  wherever  lie  goee,  nor  is  it  possible  hv 
«n]r  one  who  wu  not  born  of  the  name  psrents,  to  become  a  brother  aftei^ 
irards ;  but  there  is  a  possibility  that  any  persoo.  however  remote,  may 
come  to  live  at  the  next  door.  Therefore  our  Cbarity  most  be  universal, 
our  disposition  and  good-will  extend  alike  to  all,  because  else  there  migbt 
be  some  who  could  never  come  into  a  utnation  entitling  them  to  receive 
the  efiects  of  it,  and  we  might  possibly  have  a  neighbour  to  whom  we  should 
owe  no  duties  of  good  neighbourhood :  but  odt  inunediate  attention  and 
exercises  of  Charity  must  stand  confined  by  onr  opportunitieB,  for  where  we 
can  do  no  service,  there  and  there  only  we  owe  none,  yet  we  msy  still  re- 
tain a  good  will,  thong'h  without  power  of  rendering  it  effectual. 

And  here  it  will  not  be  foreign  to  my  principal  design,  that  of  harmoniz- 
ing Reason  and  RerelatioD,  to  observe  how  well  this  doctrine  tallies 
with  that  deduced  by  the  light  of  natnre  in  the  First  Volume,  and  ex- 
{ilaioed  in  the  first  Chapter  of  this,  where  it  appears  that  we  are  citizens  of 
the  nnivcfse,  interested  in  all  the  good  and  evU  befolling  therein ;  Uierefore 
■ow  good  wishes  are  primarily  due  to  the  whole,  and  oar  first  aim  ought  to 
be  placed  upon  advancing  the  graienil  stock  of  happiness.  But  we  are  too 
inconsiderable  creatures  to  do  anything  for  general  service :  our  powers  are 
'  amall,  mir  activity  confined  by  time  and  plaoe  vrithin  a  very  nanow  compass, 
'Wfaich  oUigos  us  to  contract  our  aim  to  point*  that  we  can  reach.  For 
aince  the  good  of  the  whole  is  made  up  of  the  aggregate  of  good  emoug 
individuals,  we  shall  oontribnte  towarda  the  one  by  every  little  addition  we 
can  make  to  the  other :  from  whence  it  follows,  that  every  perceptive  crea^ 
ture,  as  being  fellow-dticen  of  the  same  Universe,  that  fells  within  the 
qibere  of  our  good  offices,  or  in  Scripture  language  beoomes  our  neighbour, 
is  the  proper  object  of  our  endeavours. 

But  small  as  our  powers  are,  they  may  affect  more  than  one  person,  nor 
is  neigUmorbood  so  confined  as  to  include  none  bnt  him  that  lives  at  the 
next  door:  since  then  we  may  have  several  neighbours  at  the  same  time,  we 
RHiBt  not  be  so  intent  opon  our  duties  to  one,  as  to  overlook  all  the  rest. 
If  my  Dcighbour  desires  me  to  join  with  him  in  a  concert  of  French  boras, 
were  I  aUe  I  diotild  be  willing  to  oblige  him ;  bat  if  I  knew  the  noise  would 
disturb  the-  whole  street,  it  were  more  neighbourly  upon  the  whole  to  refuse 
liim :  cv  if  he  would  project  a  building  over  my  ground,  that  must  prove  an 
annoyance  to  others,  I  ^all  be  a  bad  nei|^boor  if  I  do  not  oppose  him. 

Neither  does  our  duty  to  our  neighbour  exclude  all  regard  to  our  own  in- 
terest, bat  pots  both  opon  an  equal  footing ;  for  we  are  merobert  of  that 
aeighbourlMod  whose  intn«ata  we  are  to  cultivate,  parts  of  that  Whole 
whose  advantages  we  are  to  pnraoe :  we  are  commandad  to  love  our  neigh- 
bour as  oaraelve*,  not  better  than  ourselves,  nor  solely,  so  as  to  reserve 
none  £or  our  own  use.  Hence,  as  c^Mcrved  in  the  Chapter  above  oted,  the 
general  rule  parts  into  two  main  branches,  Pndence  and  Benevolence,  called 
in  sacred  ttyle  the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  and  innooence  of  the  dove  i  the 
former  prompts  to  hinder  another  from  encroaching  opon  oar  share  of  bep- 
pinesB,  the  othei  withholds  us  from  making  encroachments  upon  hie,  for  an 
encFoacbnwnt  on  either  side  diminishes  the  oommon  stook  alike.  llNrefOre 
in  onr  deaUnga  with  another,  we  are  to  regard  lus  good  indifferently  with 
our  own,  and  take  the  course  that  will  yieU  most  of  it  to  Ditiicr ;  and 
in  our  transactions  affecting  several,  we  are  to  pursue  those  measnres 
from  whence  the  greater  profit  will  redound  tq>on  the  balance  among  the 
whole. 
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3.  Iliu  it  ia  which  jnatifiet  all  allovabte  contentioiu,  oppontiooi,  poniah- 
meata,  and  aeverities,  and  recommeads  all  laudable  adf-deniali :  toi  tboogfa 
theae  things  are  nnneighbgoily  or  unnatural,  if  we  conaider  onlf  theu*  pre- 
aeot  effect  upon  the  party  tigering  by  them,  yet  we  most  remember  that 
the  pobllc  and  other  persona,  beeidea  those  with  whom  we  have  immediate 
intercourse,  are  our  neigfihours  whenever  their  interests  will  be  a&cled  by 
what  we  do;  and  we  onrselvea  eadi  of  ua  malce  one  of  the  nei^bom-bood, 
which  will  be  advantaged  hy  a  tronble  or  inconvenience  brought  upon  any 
part  of  it  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  whole,  or  of  any  other  part.  Yet 
still  the  neighboorhood  is  not  dissolved  betweoi  ns  and  any  whom  we  find 
just  G&ase  to  alflict,  but  is  overpowered  by  the  stronger  obligation  of  doing 
a  greater  good  to  some  other  parts  of  the  nei^ibonrhood ;  the  force  of 
it  sabusta  entire  notwithstanding  the  contrary  attraction,  a*  the  force  of 
gravitation  continues  to  act  apon  a  plummet  thongh  yon  poll  upwards  with 
a  string,  and  will  draw  it  down  again  the  moment  you  let  go  yoor  hand : 
BO  that  competitors,  enemies,  and  persecittors  do  not  cease  to  be  our  neigh- 
bcan,  but  remain  Mttitled  to  the  benefit  of  that  relation  at  intervals  when- 
ever onr  duty  to  others  who  etaod  in  as  near  rdation,  will  permit. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  in  every  case  of  contention  and  severity,  to  have  an 
immediate  discernment  of  the  benefits  resultiag  therefrom  :  for  it  may  ha 
justified  by  rules  prevaihng  among  mankind,  which  carry  a  presumption  of 
having  been  foanded  upon  a  necessity  or  erpedience  we  may  not  be  able  to 
discern :  but  then  to  give  them  that  presumption,  they  must  be  rules  of 
judgment  and  sobriety,  not  of  passion  or  arbitrary  custom,  nod  taken 
upon  anthority  of  the  discreet  and  intelligent,  not  of  the  giddy  and  the  im> 
petuous. 

But  if  a  neighbourhood  be  so  large  as  that  there  can  be  little  intercourse 
among  them  all,  it  is  convenient  for  the  benefit  of  all  to  distribute  into  little 
clans,  among  whom  there  may  be  a  cloeer  attachment,  and  more  continual . 
commerce  of  good  offices :  in  forming  of  which  under  societies,  they  will 
have  respect  to  characters,  qualificatiuns,  old  acquaintance,  convenience  of 
sitaatioa,  and  other  circumstances,  rendering  them  more  apt  to  join  together 
for  mutual  emolamaat  or  pleasure.  And  if  it  be  proper  for  some  one 
or  more  of  them  to  take  order  in  matters  of  general  concern,  each  will  give 
him  all  the  assistance  and  defeivoce  requisite  for  the  better  performance  rf 
hisdiarge. 

For  we  ought  never  to  forget  that  we  are  sensitivo-tvtional  animala, 
governed  partly  by  appetite,  bahit,  custom,  appearance,  and  all  the  hmily  of 
imapnation,  and  but  partly  by  reason :  nor  can  the  latter  faculty  work  her 
purposes  half  so  effectually  as  when  aided  by  the  other.  Were  eadi  man 
to  attach  hirosetf  to  the  services  of  a  stranger,  one  of  different  manners  and 
dtaracter.  whom  he  had  no  other  inducement  to  oblige  than  being  a  fdlow- 
creatnre.  he  could  not  proceed  with  the  s«ioe  vigour  and  heartiness  as  when 
prompted  by  natural  aSection,  inclination,  mutual  conveuieoce,  or  general 
custom  and  approbation. 

Nor  could  he  join  so  industriously  under  those  who  have  the  care  of 
public  services,  upon  the  single  view  of  their  being  public  services,  without 
a  doe  respect  for  authority  and  sense  of  obligation  to  stimulate  him.  So 
that  there  would  be  fewer  benefits  done  and  received  among  mankind,  and 
good  neighbourhood  must  suffer,  if  we  were  to  depend  upon  reason  alone 
and  not  press  the  inferior  powers  of  our  nature  into  her  service :  but  the 
inferior  powers  will  not  always  come  upon  call,  therefore  we  must  emyloy 
x3 


by  Google 


308  OUR  NEIGHBOUR. 

tbetn  when  thev  are  to  be  had,  and  put  reoaon  upon  such  work  wherein  she 

may  have  the  benefit  of  their  semce*. 

Thoa  the  daties  of  paiticalar  relations,  connections,  and  station?,  grow 
ont  of  a  doe  regard  to  good  nei^bonrhood,  because  it  will  be  best  proiDoted 
by  paying  a  jnst  attention  to  them.  Hence  it  follows  that,  whenever  things 
are  so  cimunEtanced  as  that  the  prosecution  of  those  duties  would  mani- 
festly carry  us  contrary  to  the  general  good,  they  are  superseded,  and  we 
most  bate  fother  and  mother,  wife  and  children,  in  comparison  of  that  uni- 
versal body  whereof  we  are  members ;  but  whenever  this  case  does  not 
happen,  as  it  very  rarely  does  happen,  every  one  is  our  nearest  neig'bbonr. 
in  proportion  as  we  stand  beat  qualified  and  situated,  as  well  with  respect  to 
our  inward  disposition  and  powers,  as  to  common  opinions  and  usages,  to 
serve  him  most  efiectually  and  heartily :  and  when  equal  benefits  come  into 
competition,  the  nearer  neighbour  always  deserves  preference  before  the 
more  remote. 

4.  Ilerefbre  it  is  an  unjust  cavil  that  has  been  raised  against  the  Gospel 
by  some  who  pretend  that  it  does  not  inculcate  all  the  moral  duties,  because 
it  has  omitted  to  give  any  precepts  upon  Friendship.  For  we  have  just  now 
seen  that  love  to  the  neighbourhood  will  incline  us  to  encourage  those 
affections  which  may  give  a  spring  to  our  endeavours  in  acts  of  luudness, 
and  the  more  ties  wherewith  we  are  obligated  to  any,  the  nearer  he  stands 
in  proximity  to  ns :  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  man,  who  is  truly 
charitable  or  a  good  neighbour,  in  the  Scripture  sense  of  the  terms,  even  to 
prove  a  treaoherous,  an  uncertain,  or  a  bad  friend,  because  all  social  duties 
are  implied  and  virtually  contained  in  that  general  precept  called  the  second 
great  commandment.  But  so  it  may  be  said  likewise  that  he.  who  fulfils 
ttiis  commandment,  cannot  possibly  be  a  bad  husband,  or  a  bad  father,  or 
•on,  or  master,  or  servant,  or  sulgect ;  nevertheless,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  give  particolar  injunctions  for  all  thoee  stations  :  was  it  not  then  an  over- 
sight that  the  duties  of  friendship  were  omitted  ? 

To  this  may  be  answered,  that  other  connections  are  general,  taking 
place  among  the  vulgar,  the  ignorant,  the  selfish,  the  perverse,  and  per- 
sona of  aB  denominatkma  and  characters :  they  are  cast  upon  us  by  nature, 
or  entered  into  for  necessity  or  convenience,  and  men  would  be  tempted 
continnaUy  to  violate  them  if  not  restrained  by  rules  and  injnnctioni.  But 
tme  friendship  subsists  only  among  a  few  persons  of  good  character  and  re* 
fined  sentiments,  which  will  direct  them  sufficiently  how  to  perform  the 
fimctioos  of  it :  it  is  a  tie  of  choice,  not  of  nature  or  sitaation,  and  the 
eiercises  of  it  flow  spontaneously  from  the  relish  found  in  them :  so  there 
is  no  occasion  to  drive  him  that  will  lead,  for  precept  and  obligation  are 
wholly  superfluous  in  matters  whereto  the  heart  is  prompted  by  inctinatiun ; 
they  could  have  none  other  effect  than  to  make  a  task  end  burden  of  that 
which  was  a  pleasure  before.  It  is  true,  a  friend  ought  to  stand  ranked 
among  the  nearest  of  our  neighbours ;  but  this  consideration  serves  only  to 
justify  our  particular  attachment  to  him,  and  our  giving  scope  to  the  im- 
pulses of  friendship  to  take  their  natural  effect  upon  our  actions. 

Bat  it  will  be  asked,  have  there  not  been  fickle,  nn&hhfiil  friends  ?  are 
tfaey  not  blemishes  in  society,  deserving  a  caution  and  direction  to  prevent 
others  from  following  their  example  ?  I  grant  there  are  frequent  misbe- 
haviours in  those  common  connections  and  intimacies  which  the  world  dig- 
nifies with  tiie  name  of  friendship :  and  so  are  there  frequent  infidelities, 
disrironlations,  and  inconstancies,  amongst  lovers ;  yet  I  never  heard  it  ob- 
jected against  the  Gospel,  that  there  are  no  rules  of  duty  laid  down  for 
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cur  conduct  in  courtship.  For  afiectioa  and  pawion  require  mlet  of  re- 
Ltraint,  more  than  those  for  keeping  np  their  fervour  without  sbAtemrat : 
hmd  particular  iajunctionB  been  given  Ux  this  porpose,  tiiey  coold  not  hanre 
been  so  clearly  framed,  as  not  to  be  perpetually  misimderstooi],  sod  do 
more  hurt  in  the  world  than  -benefit. 

What  multitudes  of  nov^  are  spread  abroad,  all  aiming  to  incdlcate  the 
indispensable  duty  of  constancy  ?  end  what  efiiect  hafe  they  had  upon  the 
minds  of  the  boys  and  g^ls  who  study  them  ?  Constancy  is  certainly  a 
virtue  and  a  praise  ;  but  what  is  constancy  in  their  apprehension  ?  nothing 
but  an  inflexible  obstinacy  of  attachment  to  whatever  happens  to  hit  their 
fancy,  against  all  reason,  and  prudence,  and  advice.  How  much  more  im- 
peoetraUy  would  they  be  armed  against  remonstrances  by  the  sanction  of 
Religion,  had  it  been  written,  And  thou  shalt  be  constant  in  love,  for  this 
is  the  third  great  commandment  Uke  unto  the  two  former.  But  the  Gospel 
has  strongly  inculcated  the  duties  of  honesty,  sincerity,  and  fidelity  in  our 
dealings,  of  equitableness  in  our  thou^ts,  and  words,  and  actions,  or  prac- 
tising the  golden  rule  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  by,  to  weigh  the  plea> 
Bures,  the  rights,  and  advantages,  the  disappointments,  vezatioos,  and  da- 
mage of  others  in  the  same  balance  wherein  we  would  weigh  our  own :  . 
and  our  own  reason  and  common  sense,  if  we  consult  them,  will  instmct 
ns  how  to  apply  those  general  rules  to  particular  cases  in  love  or  ftiend- 
ship,  without  overlooking  our  other  daties  to  the  world,  to  our  parents,  to 
our  children  yet  unborn,  to  our  other  neighbours,  and  to  ourselves. 

If  friendsbjp  had  been  laade  a  duty,  the  world  might  still  have  remained 
liable  to  gross  mistakes  concerning  the  thing  which  is  the  object  of  that 
duty :  for  where  shall  we  find  an  exact  and  steady  definition  of  friendship  ? 
the  learned  have  been  greatly  divided  upon  this  head,  some  having  laid 
down  rules  for  our  conduct  therein  which  others  have  condemned.  Nor  ia 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  for  indeed  there  are  very  various  sorts  and  degrees 
of  friendship,  so  that  the  same  rules  cannot  be  applicable  to  all,  but  what 
are  proper  cautions  in  one,  wonld  be  jnetly  blameable  in  another :  partioa- 
larly  that  ascribed  to  bias,  which  dirtx:ts  us  to  behave  with  a  friend,  aa  if 
we  knew  he  would  one  day  become  an  enemy. 

Were  there  any  determinate  fixed  idea  of  friendship,  we  might  expect 
to  find  it  in  Cicero's  treatise  upon  that  subject,  entitled  Ixelius :  but  how 
vague,  how  desultory,  how  fluctuating  are  his  notions!  First  he  tells  yon, 
upon  the  authority  of  the  Philosophers,  that  finendship  can  subsist  only 
among  the  good,  but  none  is  good  except  the  perfect  Wise-man,  an  ideal 
character,  which  never  really  existed  upon  earth.  ITiis  he  thinks  too  strict 
and  rigid,  therefore  by  good  or  wise  would  have  such  tmderstood  whose 
lives  have  been  exemplary  for  fidelity,  integrity,  equity,  and  generosity, 
exempt  from  all  tincture  of  greediness,  inordinate  desire,  or  intemperance 
of  passion,  uniform  and  steady  in  their  conduct,  like  Fabricius,  Corins,  and 
Caruncanius:  and  explairts  friendship  to  be  nothing  else  than  a  perfect, 
harmony  of  sentiment,  as  well  with  respect  to  religious  matters  aa  thoae. 
relating  to  human  life.  It  is  easy  to  see  into  what  narrow  compass  this, 
description  both  of  the  subjects  and  essence  of  friendship  must  contract' 
it :  and  accordingly  he  takes  notice  that  in  history  one  can  scarce  pidt  out 
three  or  four  pair  of  true  friends,  to  which  be  hopes  in  future  times  Sci- 
pio  and  I/elias  will  be  added  for  another.  Nor  can  it  escape  onr  obser- ' 
valion,  of  bow  little  use  it  wonM  be  to  mankind  to  enjoin  a  virtue  which 
can  take  place  in  so  few  instances,  and  which  peisons  of  the  characteE 
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ftbore  dcKiibed  will  mn  into  of  their  own  sfcord,  witbtHit  directuni  or  at-' 
bortatioa. 

NevertiideBa,  in  other  places  of  the  same  treatiae  be  changes  his  not«, 
represcntiiig  friendaliHt  as  a  common  and  easy  thing :  bo  common  as  to  he 
foond  everywhere,  and  so  easy  ae  to  be  nndentood  and  admired  by  every- 
body.  Tor,  says  he,  friendship  is  the  only  tiling  in  human  life  whoat  value 
all  join  with  one  voice  in  acknowledging :  virtue  has  been  nm  down  by' 
many  as  mere  arrogance  and  ostentation ;  many  despise  riches,  as  believing 
contentment  better  bad  with  a  little ;  honours  which  set  the  desire*  of  some 
in  a  flame  are  by  many  accounted  nothing  but  bubble  and  emptiness ;  in 
like  manner,  whatever  other  thinga  have  their  reepeotive  adioirera,  appear 
wholly  worthless  in  the  eye*  of  multitudes.  Bnt  npon  friendship  all  men 
imite  in  the  same  opinion :  those  who  apply  their  thoughts  to  public  aflurs. 
those  who  delight  in  the  secrets  of  natore  and  treasures  of  learning,  tboM 
who  attend  only  to  the  management  of  their  private  conoezns,  evoi  tiiose 
who  make  (deasure  their  sole  study ;  all  agree  that  there  is  no  L'ving  with- 
out friendship,  if  one  wishes  to  have  any  enjoyment  of  life.  For  friend- 
ship somdww  finds  means  to  insinuate  itself  into  the  characters  of  aD  men, 
nor  will  snfler  any  scheme  of  hfe  to  be  carried  on  without  it.  Nay,  if  there 
be  any  of  so  morose  and  savage  a  temper  as  to  reesnble  Timon  of  AAens, 
the  man-hater,  yet  sud  a  one  could  not  bear  to  be  without  a  friend,  in 
whose  boaom  he  might  disburden  his  spleen. 

After  this  changeable  description  given  by  the  moat  aecnrate  and  elo- 
quent hand,  we  may  guess  what  idea  the  generality  must  entertain  of 
friendship :  and  indeed  if  we  observe  the  common  discotvses  of  mankind, ' 
we  shall  find  a  friend  to  be  one  we  fi«qnently  visit,  who  is  onr  boos  com- 
panion, or  joins  with  us  in  onr  pleasures  and  diversions,  or  encourages  vs 
in  oar  business,  or  unites  in  the  same  scheme,  or  votes  the  seme  way  at  an 
election,  or  is  our  patron  or  dependent,  who  we  hope  wiU  help  ns  in  rising 
to  prefennent  or  iacreaung  our  interest.  Sodi  attachments  are  apt  to 
grow  but  too  violent  of  themselvea,  mBlring  mm  partial,  passioaate,  unjust 
to  others  who  are  not  their  friends,  and  r^ardless  of  the  commiw  weal, 
or  of  what  mischief  they  do  in  their  zeal  for  those  tfa^  favour,  and  need 
cnrbin^  rather  than  encouraging  by  the  sanction  of  a  lawgiver.  Ixelina 
himself  acknowledges  the  evils  cf  them,  and  produces  a  flagrant  instance 
which  happeied  within  his  own  knowledge ;  for  in  a  court  t4  judicature, 
whet«  he  Bot  upon  the  bench,  one  Bloeius  was  examined  as  havii^  bees 
an  accomplice  with  "nberiua  Gracchus  in  some  seditious  practices  :  the  man 
[dieadcd  in  justification,  that  he  had  so  great  a  veneiutkm  for  Gracdins,  he 
thought  himself  bound  to  do  anything  be  deaired.  What  1  saya  the  judge,  ' 
if  be  had  tnd  yon  fire  the  Capitol,  would  you  have  done  it  ?  Yes,  replied 
he,  I  should  luive  believed  it  my  duty. 

Thus  we  see  to  what  lengths  of  frenzy  the  duty  of  fidf^ity  to  a  frimd, 
preadied  iqi  incessantly  smong  the  Rtmans,  eotiA  carry  a  man :  bnt  what 
if  Blosins  had  been  a  zealous  Christian,  and  bad  fonnd  it  rmwded  that 
iesus,  npon  one  ssking  him.  What  shall  I  do  to  be  save4  had  answend, 
Hiou  shah  k>ve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  aad  tky  neigUMV 
asthyaelf;  thou  shalt  be  consUnl  in  love,  and  true  tothyfrieatcl;  fcr  these 
are  the  four  great  commandments  whereon  hang  all  the  har  and  the  fta- 
phett.  Hub  would  have  brought  religious  zeal  to  join  in  widi  partiality 
to  hie  friend,  and  prepared  him  lo  iv&r  martydom  in  the  ewe  of  f«rtf 
and  bctkm. 
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Bat  oogltt  we  not  then  to  be  true  to  our  friend  ?  awuredl  j :  < 
bonour  and  common  Mnse,  if  we  have  anj,  wiU  prompt  us  to  a  fidelity,  an 
ot>Iigiug;nesB,  a  warmth  in  hie  interests,  accwding  to  Uie  nature  and  degree 
of  tiie  friendship ;  but  the  written  word  was  not  given  to  instract  us  in 
matters  that  reason  can  so  eauly  discem  by  her  own  lights.  Therefore  we 
have  cause  to  be  thankful  that  ouj  teacher  has  been  silent  upon  this  article, 
because  his  authority  was  not  wanted  for  such  as  would  be  di^iosed  to  obey  - 
it,  and  would  have  been  perverted  to  mischievous  purposes  by  the  violeikt 
dnd  unwary. 
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Haviso  found,  both  from  EUtigion  and  Philosophy,  that  universal  Cha- 
rity towards  God  and  his  creatores  is  the  grand  Cardinal  virtue,  the  hinge- 
whereon  all  the  others  tnm,  the  end  wherein  they  ought  to  terminate,  let' 
ns  endeavour  to  trace  oat  scune  footsteps  of  the  divine  economy  in  the  ad' 
mioistrvtion  of  this  wodd :  wherein  it  may  appear  by  what  gradual  ap< 
proBches  God  has  be^  pleased  to  lead  mankind  towsirds  a  sound  under- 
standing of  himself,  and  an  openness  of  heart  to  one  another.  And  this 
will  oblige  ns  to  re-handle  a  subject  we  have  already  taken  into  considera-. 
tion  before ;  for  Providence,  I  moat  own,  is  a  favourite  topic  with  me,  and 
I  am  fond  of  setting  it  in  every  various  light  that  'may  help  to  make  it  more 
clearly  and  more  generally  understood. 

In  my  XXVth  Chap,  bearing  that  title  [Vol.  1,  p.  517  of  this  edition],  I 
have  taken  pains  to  show  that  idl  events  without  exception,  ■mall  as  w^  as 
gr.at,  most  take  rise  from  their  adequate  causes,  provided  in  certain  know- 
ledge and  purpose  of  every  particular  effect  they  should  bring  fwth.  'niis 
being  an  esoteric  doctrine,  inconvenient  and  unfit  for  ccnnmon  use,  which 
requires  a  distinctiDU  to  be  mode  between  things  providentisl  and  others 
that  are  not,  1  have  ^propriated  the  Vlth  Chapter  of  the  seoond  Vdume. 
to  mark  out  that  distinction,  and  render  the  wisdom  and  contrivance  nm- 
ning  throughout  the  works  of  nature  apparent  to  common  ^prehensions. . 
But  here  still  remains  another  field  of  inquiry  into  the  sch^ne  of  polity 
governing  mankind,  and  measures  of  conduct  respecting  the  moral 
world,  wherein  we  may  take  our  ideas  directly  from  experience,  without^ 
making  other  use  of  speculation  than  to  direct  and  model  our  olMervatioDs 
into  a  regular  plan,  lliis  may  be  called  not  so  much  a  theory  as  a  his- 
tory of  Providence ;  of  which  I  purpose  in  this  Chsjiter  to  attempt  an  im-. 
perfect  eketoh.  I  say  sketch,  for  a  complete  history  would  require  un- 
common abilities,  an  extensive  knowledge  <^  the  wra-ld  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries, and  a  piercing  sagacity  to  follow  the  lines  of  Wisdom  throughout  all. 
their  intricate  win£ngs. 

Bat  it  is  the  eastern  of  IVovidence  te  perfect  mighty  works  by  a  molti- 
tnde  of  weak  ajid  unpromising  instruments,  each  performing  a  small  and 
several  part  of  the  whole :  for  we  are  none  of  ns  wholly  insignificant  when 
doing  our  best,  becnose  that  best  ts  always  the  whole  of  our  share  towards 
completing  the  great  design.  Therefore  I  may  safely  presume  that  my 
talents  are  sufficient  for  the  sphere  I  am  to  act  in :  it  is  my  bosiitsss  to  SJi 
up  the  sphere,  that  there  may  he  no  vacancies  left  through  my  n^(Iigence  ; 
and  if  I  can  make  my  drawings  visiUe,  with  something  of  a  shape,  con 
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nexion.  And  apmnetry  in  them,  AM  think  I  have  done  grott  nntten.  Fer- 
liapB  the  coarse  dnught  may  stimulate  and  furnish  hints  to  some  abler  master 
to  produce  a  fuller,  more  striking,  likeness  erf  the  gloriooa  original,  whicfa 
may  gain  the  admiration  of  everybody,  and  do  more  extensive  serrice  than 
I  am  capable  of.  In  these  hopes  I  shall  enter  npon  my  undertaking  without 
diffidence,  as  liable  to  no  hazard  of  a  disappointment,  because  baring  no 
expectations,  and  being  assured  that  the  Disposer  of  gifts  has  enabled  everr 
man  to  do  as  mudi  as  was  wanted  from  him  on  every  present  occanon. 

2.  When  we  reflect  on  the  boundless  extent  of  Omnipotence,  having  all 
substances  at  command,  and  all  manners  of  affecting  them,  there  is  no  dnubt 
that  God  might  have  distributed  what  portion  and  kinds  of  happiness  ha 
thought  proper  to  his  creatures,  without  making  any  preparation  of  sabjects 
or  materials  to  bring  them  suitable  to  one  another ;  nor  that  he  might  have 
excited  sensMions,  ideas,  and  intelligence,  eith^  permanent,  un&dug,  and 
unsatiating,  or  in  continually  varying  successions,  by  his  own  immoliate 
act,  without  employing  any  material  or  other  channel  to  convey  them.  But 
experience  of  all  around  us  testifies,  that  he  has  chosen  to  work  his  parpoeea 
by  the  ccwtrivances  of  wisdom  rather  than  the  operations  of  power. 

He  otnld  have  rained  us  food  firom  heaven,  ready  fitted  for  our  palate  uid 
digestion ;  but  he  has  given  fertility  to  the  e«rth,  riciU  and  industry  to  man, 
to  draw  from  thenoe  by  long  toil  and  patience  the  emu  and  other  provisions 
for  our  sustenance.  He  could  have  moulded  the  human  frame  at  once  from 
the  dpst  of  the  earth  in  full  stature  and  maturity,  with  suilicient  knowledge 
to  name  all  the  beasts  of  the  field  according  to  their  respective  natures : 
but  he  has  cast  ns  into  the  world  in  helpless  in&ncy.  growing  dutnigh 
many  stages  of  imbedlity  and  ignorance  up  to  perfiM^t  manhood.  In  like 
manner  he  could  have  fuUy  peopled  the  eaith,  as  flasily  at  make  an  Adam. 
by  a  un^  act  of  creation;  inspired  into  them  arts  and  sciences,  good  polity, 
jn^ment,  experience,  and  sound  Bdigion,  together  with  the  breath  of  life ; 
but  we  may  learn  from  ancient  reconl*,  thftt  there  has  been  an  infoncy  of 
the  world  as  well  of  pwticular  persons,  a  gndoal  progress  of  knowledge 
hnman  and  divine;  and  though  we  have  not  yet  seen  it  arrive  to  full  matU' 
rity,  we  may  disc^  it  approaching  slowly  thereto,  by  the  advancement  of 
learning  applied  to  useful  purposes :  the  daily  decrease  of  savageness,  bar* 
barism,  and  superstition,  the  spreading  intercourse  among  nations,  frunj- 
liariting  them  with  one  another,  and  the  growing  sinews  of  commerce  tend- 
ing to  knit  the  whole  into  one  body,  and  complete  the  perfect  manhood  of  a 
paradisiacal  state. 

3.  We  were  bom  into  the  world  selfish  and  senutive,  having  no  r^;ard 
for  any  other  creatures,  nor  for  anything  beyond  the  present  calls  of  appe- 
tite :  and  if  we  had  been  planted  like  trees  always  to  grow  each  in  his  se- 
veral spot,  reonving  our  nourishment  from  the  ground  beneath  ns,  our 
pleasnres  and  pains  continoall;  from  the  sun,  the  air,  the  rains,  and  tix 
dews,  we  should  never  have  had  a  thought  reaching  further  than  ouradves, 
oT  than  the  present  moment.  But  God  has  been  pleased  to  endue  ns  with 
remembrance  and  observation  to  discern  the  influence  of  the  past  upon  the 
present,  and  the  present  upon  the  fiitore;  which  leads  us  gradually  into  a 
d^^ee  of  forecast,  prudence,  and  reason.  He  has  likewise  given  ns  the 
powen  of  motion  and  organs  of  speech,  by  which  we  may  have  intercourse 
among  one  another ;  and  has  sown  the  seeds  of  wants  and  desires,  whereby 
we  are  drawn  to  become  mutually  helpfiil  for  supplying  the  one  and  grati- 
fying the  other.  This  first  opens  the  heart  a  little  beyond  itself  and  begins 
our  concern  for  others,  generating  love,  instinct,  and  friendship:  for  I  uve 
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riiown,  in  the  Chapter  on  the  PM«ioni,  that  those  afi^ctiona  are  the  prodacta 
at  nisdom,  not  the  gift*  of  power,  being  no  more  bom  with  ns  than  speech ; 
but  oar  oigans  are  so  conatitDted  and  soited  to  receive  the  action  of  external 
obiects  aa  to  lead  v»  naturally  into  them,  without  any  nxire  need  of  paina 
and  cohiTstioD  thsn  to  hasten  their  growth. 

He  has  given  us  moreover  the  faeolty  of  imaginadon,  which  when  Btored 
with  varietj  of  anociations  and  treiaa,  can  forniah  an  entertainment  of-  ita 
own  from  objects  that  do  not  touch  the  BCDsitiTe  appetites ;  and  as  we  grow 
lip,  can  find  employment  for  more  of  our  time  Uian  they  do ;  for  hnnger 
and  thirat,  and  the  pleasures  of  senaation,  engage  ns  only  now  and  then, 
but  habit,  fancy,  amosement,  curiosity,  novelty,  and  other  movements  d 
hnaginatioD,  occupy  the  most  of  oar  hova.  This  renders  us  sociable,  and 
makes  as  taste  an  immediate  pleamre  in  company,  where  we  do  not  expect 
aanatance  in  our  wanta  and  deaires :  for  the  trains  of  thooght  in  other  per- 
■ooa  bearing  a  similitude  with  onr  own,  their  conversation  and  motions  at- 
tract xa  by  flympathy,  and  lead  our  imagination  more  easily  and  in  greater 
variety  of  windings  than  the  scenes  of  inanimate  objects  around  us  can  do. 
Were  a  child  to  be  kept  always  alone  from  its  birth,  it  would  never  want 
company,  because  having  never  experienced  the  pleasures  of  it ;  but  if  one 
of  us  was  shut  np  by  himself  for  a  while,  he  woold  grow  melancholy  and 
duU,  hiji  spirits  fauigmd,  and  his  thoughts  stagnating  ;  and  if  he  could  only 
aee  a  nomber  of  people  from  bis  wbdow,  among  whom  there  appeared 
something  of  bunness  and  bnstle  going  forward,  it  would  give  a  lift  to  his 
qtirits,  and  briskness  to  his  ideaa.  Therefore  wb  are  not  born  sociable  oie«- 
tores,  nor  have  an  innate  propensity  to  converse  of  any  kind  ;  but  are  placed 
in  such  circomstanoes  by  nature,  and  endued  with  such  capacities  aa  will 
lead  OS  into  it  insensibly. 

4.  Bnt  imagination  is  more  atrou^y  affected  with  scenes  expresaive  of  pas- 
sion and  emotion,  than  those  that  are  calm  and  placid:  this  I  take  it  is  what 
makes  boys  generally  unlucky,  and  thoae  of  the  sprightliest  temper  are  com- 
monly fiillest  of  mischief;  becanse  being  nnable  to  bear  the  sight  of  every 
thing  languid  aronnd  them,  they  can  raise  more  stir  by  vexing  than  by  do- 
ing service.  Therefore  their  mischief  is  not  malice,  but  fondness  for  something 
that  may  engage  their  altentioa  j  for  when  they  first  meet  together  they 
are  pleased  with  one  another's  company,  but  not  having  learned  the  ait  of 
keeping  up  their  pleasures  of  conversation,  they  begin  to  play  unlucky  tricks 
with  ew^  other,  merdy  for  want  of  better  employment  i  and  for  Uie  like 
reason  they  throw  stones  at  people,  because  they  can  put  them  thereby  into 
a  greater  flutter  than  by  any  thing  dte  they  could  do.  Or  if  they  have  not 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  vexation  occouoned  by  the  pranks  they  play, 
still  they  con  ei^y  the  thooght  of  it  j  and  will  break  a  window  slily,  hide  a 
workman's  tool,  or  ^ten  up  his  door,  for  sake  of  the  fancy  of  how  much  he 
will  fret  and  fume  when  he  comes  to  discover  the  roguery.  Nor  are  cor 
vol^  much  better  than  overgrown  boys  in  this  particular ;  for  if  they  can 
get  into  a  fine  garden,  it  is  fun  to  them  to  break  off  an  ornament,  or  dis- 
ignre  a  stntne,  or  make  any  spoil  tbey  think  will  give  much  disturbance ; 
and  they  find  a  supreme  delight  in  teazing  on  idiot,  a  deformed  person,  or  a 
foreigner,  that  has  the  ill  luck  to  fall  in  their  way. 

But  it  is  not  Qie  engagingnesa  of  mischief  alone  that  makes  us  hurtfiil  to 
one  another ;  our  very  wanta  and  dewres,  which  first  bring  us  together,  have 
a  tendency  likewise  to  dissociate  us :  for  the  same  miderisls  of  gratification 
being  wanted  by  several,  and  that  selfishness  which  is  our  first  principle  of 
octiun  promptiuK  each  to  appropriate  them  to  himself,  this  gives  rite  to 
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competftioiU,  oontentioQs,  jealoasie«,  and  averuoue.  The  mcnt  obvbuB  ad* 
vantage  we  can  take  of  another  is  by  getting  something  away  from  him, 
and  the  method  occturuig  readiest  to  make  the  sight  of  him  entertaining  is 
l^  doing  him  a  diapleasore :  for  it  requires  some  acquaintance  with  the 
tastes,  and  character,  and  dispositiaa.  to  know  h^w  we  can  dtiiige  a  man, 
or  wherein  we  can  have  the  benefit  of  his  assistance  oi  pleasures  of  his  con- 
versation i  bnt  one  n»;  take  aw^  or  snatch  op  what  lies  between  us,  or 
do  hurt  to  anybody  one  never  saw  before. 

And  having  reason  to  expect  the  same  first  notiiHia  in  others  we  have 
been  conscions  of  in  ourselves,  it  give*  as  an  unfavourable  c^inimi  of  new 
faces :  beside*,  while  it  is  uncertain  whether  thejr  stand  well  or  ill  diiyosed 
towards  us,  prudence  will  direct  to  guard  against  the  latter  in  the  first  place, 
and  keep  ns  upon  our  self-defence  until  we  know  something  more  partica- 
lu'ly  of  them.  'Dterefore  children  ore  shy  and  fearful  among  straingen,  and 
the  vulgar  come  among  them  with  either  a  dre«d  or  a  de&nce,  according 
aa  they  think  themselves  stout  enough  to  make  their  party  good :  nor  da 
men  wear  off  these  sentiments  until  by  converse  in  the  world  they  learn  to 
know  dieporitions  by  looks  and  appetuances,  and  become  well  veiieed  in  the 
methods  of  civility  prcqwr  for  removing  aU  snapirions  of  themselves,  and 
ingratiating  with  whatever  company  they  fall  into.  Bat  so  long  aa  fears 
aad  jealousies  subsist,  it  is  natoral  to  use  the  utmoet  eSorU  for  driving  off' 
or  disabling  the  canses  of  them  :  therefore  I  imagioe  that  if  two  companies 
of  savages,  utterly  unknown  to  each  other,  should  h^tpen  to  meet,  they 
would  fidl  a  fighting  :  and  we  of  the  civilized  countries  have  *tiU  so  mncfa 
of  the  savage  left  in  ns,  that  we  fell  a  censoring,  ridiculing,  ohserviog 
Uemishes,  and  picking  holes  in  characters,  manners,  and  teottments.  Nor 
perhaps  are  there  many,  who  if  they  examine  themselves  narrowly,  might 
not  find  that  tbey  rarely  come  into  company,  unless  of  intimates,  without  a 
little  sjnce  of  hostile  disposition  and  a  spirit  of  defiance,  though  their  good 
sense  and  good  breeding  overpower  and  stifle  it. 

5.  These  observations  upon  the  t«ms  that  human  nature  takes  sponta- 
neously  were,  I  aoppoae,  the  inducements  with  Hobbes  to  lay  down,  that 
men  were  born  enemies  to  one  another,  and  that  it  was  notfamg  bnt  necea- 
Nty  and  weakness  which  drove  them  into  society  to  provide  fix  their  mutual 
defence  :  but  it  had  become  a  philoeof^ter  to  have  gone  to  the  bottom  of 
things,  and  not  charge  upon  nature  what  does  not  appear  in  ns  until  some 
time  after  we  come  out  of  her  hands.  Whoever  obeerves  little  children  may 
perceive  them  wholly  wrapped  up  within  themselves,  attentive  only  to  pre- 
bent  sensations  of  pleasure  and  pain  ;  so  they  are  bom  with  neitho-  friend- 
ship nor  enmity,  but  have  the  seeds  sown  in  them  that  wil)  produce  both : 
and  if  we  must  ascribe  the  pUnts  to  nature  because  she  furnidies  the  soil 
ajid  the  seeds,  we  may  with  as  much  justice  say  tbey  are  bom  fiienda  to 
the  spenes,  as  enemies.  For  the  pleasures  they  receive  from  anything  na- 
turally inclines  them  to  affect  the  source  from  whence  they  Sow,  and  the 
tendence  of  their  parents  or  people  about  them,  the  entertainment  found 
among  their  play-fellows,  and  habitude  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  give 
them  a  concern  for  the  peisonsiso  that  they  will  cry  upon  seeing  mamma,  or 
nurse,  or  brother,  or  sister,  or  John,  or  Molly  in  pain,  without  apprehenrion 
of  any  hurt  to  redound  therefrom  to  themselves.  On  the  other  hand,  aa  the 
active  powers  increase,  and  observation  enlarges  her  field,  they  produoe 
wantonness  and  greediness ;  which  are  mere  selfish  mcAions  at  first,  but 
quickly  beget  suapieipion,  rlrangcnesB,  variance,  and  antipathy. 
'  For  Providence  does  not  give  us  the  motive*  of  action  immediately  by  tbt 
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hand  of  nature,  but  lays  the  aprmgs  of  them,  utd  placeB  asm  such  ^itnstion 
M  will  call  them  severally  forth  to  operate,  so  as  to  [Hwluce  that  seriee  of 
events  which  was  designed  to  pass  among  free  agents  :  for  the  benefits  and 
jdeasures  we  daily  receive  from  one  another  invite  ns  to  union  and  society, 
as  om^  Gompethkt&s  and  fears  mrge  ns  to  discord ;  which  two  powers,  by  their 
opposite  action,  oonnterbaluice  and  give  motion  to  each  other :  for  being 
wisely  mingled  tiwcther  in  doe  proportion,  they  invigorate  industry,  whet 
contrivance,  and  ramish  out  all  the  bowneas  of  the  world,  llieir  effects 
have  been  remarked  in  audent  times,  for  we  find  by  Uesiod,  that  Eros  and 
Eris,  that  is,  Love  and  Strife,  were  hdden  to  be  the  two  antagonist  powers 
which  prodnced  order  oat  of  Chaos :  but  their  province  waa  carried  farther 
than  we  have  had  occasion  to  consider  it,  being  eit^ided  to  the  natural  as 
well  as  the  moral  world :  for  attraction  and  repuluon  were  supposed  to  be 
the  same  among  matter,  bb  union  and  disced  among  mankind. 

But  £n»  end  ISiis,  though  heretofore  esteemed  first  principles  of  motion, 
are  not  properties  annexed  by  Omnipotence,  but  effects  worked  by  the  pro> 
viaioBS  of  Wisdom.  I  have  already  shown  them  not  innate  in  the  human 
mind,  bnt  growing  from  the  appetitM  excited  by  pleasore  and  pain  :  neither 
can  they  be  inherent  properties  of  matter,  for  nothing  can  act  where  it  is 
not ;  therefore  when  bodies  approach  or  recede  from  others  at  a  distance, 
how  smsU  soever,  they-  must  be  driven  to  or  from  each  other  by  external 
impulse  of  something  tonc^iing  or  striking  apon  them.  So  their  action  is 
the  result  of  some  other  cause,  of  whose  nature  and  manner  of  operatioa  we 
know  nothing,  nor  can  scarce  so  much  as  conjecture ;  though  we  find  it 
made  to  act  in  such  admirable  contrivance,  as  to  produce  all  Ot&t  variety  <^ 
l^ular  motions  we  call  the  courses  of  Nature. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  thb  difference  between  inanimate  and  perceptive 
Beings  witii  respect  to  the  final  end  to  be  woi^ed  out  by  the  principles 
actaating  them  ;  that  matter  has  no  interest  of  its  own,  being  incapable  of 
receiving  either  good  or  evil,  therefore  whatever  passes  among  it  must  be 
inteoded  for  the  benefit  of  sentient  creatures.  But,  were  repoUion  whiJly  ti> 
cease,  attractioo,  bei:^  left  without  a  competitor,  must  draw  the  whole  mate- 
rial universe  into  one  solid  Ininp.  which  could  excite  no  variety  of  perceptions 
in  any  Spirit :  as  on  the  other  hand,  were  repulsion  to  reign  alone,  it  must 
break  the  whole  into  tingle  atoms,  and  keep  them  perpetually  stationed  at 
equal  distances  from  each  other,  where  they  conld  exhibit  as  little  variety  as 
in  their  former  state  ;  in  eithef  cue  there  would  be  a  general  quieM^ucCr 
a  dreary  uniformity,  with  no  sxcceesiou  of  ideas,  nor  materials  for  science 
and  intelligence  to  work  upon.  Therefore  we  may  presume  that  Eros  and 
Eris  will  for  ever  have  a  joint  sway  over  the  material  world  throughoot 
every  part  of  it  and  their  forces  be  so  wisely  adjusted  together,  ss  to  pro- 
duce aH  the  assortments,  separations,  and  motions,  necessary  for  the  uses 
of  spiritual  substance. 

But  with  respect  to  the  latter,  which  has  an  interest  in  what  passes  among 
it,  and  is  capable  of  good  and  evil,  the  case  is  widely  different :  for  Eris 
generates  hurt  and  mischief,  so  that  were  it  to  prevail  alone  in  the  world, 
there  would  be  nothing  but  havoc,  vexatioa,  and  misery.  Whereas  Eros 
begets  harmony,  increase  of  strength,  mutual  good  offices,  and  happiness ; 
and  when  vigorous,  will. prove  &  sufficient  spnr  to  industry  without  aid  of 
its  antagonist :  we  find  by  experience  that,  in  proportion  as  we  can  im- 
prove the  influence  of  this  power,  things  go  on  with  us  more  currently  and 
smoothly    our  wants  arc  better  supplied,  our  accommodations  better  pro- 
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Tided  for,  our  pleasures  multiplied,  our  txaubles  leseened,  dot  have  ik  bo 
mach  time  hanging  heavy  upon  our  hands  for  want  of  employment.  The 
blessed  Spirits  above,  exalted  to  the  perfection  of  their  nature,  live  altoge* 
ther  uader  the  influence  of  Eros,  yet  is  their  happiness  complete  and  umin- 
terrupted ;  nor  have  we  reason  to  aappose  their  activity  ever  lying  unem- 
ployed, either  in  giving  testimony  of  gratitude  to  their  Creator  in  carrying 
on  his  designs,  or  in  works  productive  of  benefit  to  their  fellow-creatures. 

Perhaps  the  troubles  abounding  among  embodied  Spirits,  and  the  dread- 
ful miseries  among  some  of  the  inorganized,  occasioned  by  the  discordant 
power,  may  be  a  necetsary  spectacle,  directing  them  what  measures  to  pur- 
Eue,  by  warning  them  what  to  avoid:  for  we  cannot  well  aocoontfor  the  per- 
mission  of  evil  in  this  world,  and  severity  of  punishment  coneeqnent  npon  it 
in  the  next,  otherwise  than  by  some  signal  benefit  redounding  tbentfrom 
to  higher  orders  of  being :  but  the  spectacle  alone  sufiSces  for  tbem,  nor  have 
ihey  occasion  for  any  mixture  of  the  malignant  principle  among  tbemedves. 
But  among  mankind,  as  human  nature  at  present  stands  circumstanced,  the 
joint  action  of  both  powers  is  requisite :  not  that  the  benignant  prindple 
might  not  answer  all  our  purposes  completely,  had  we  enough  of  it  in  our 
In^ats  to  overcome  that  averseness  to  labour,  and  indulgence  of  appetite, 
which  are  perpetual  clogs  upon  our  activity  ;  and  strength  of  mind  enough 
to  take  effectual  warning  from  misdiiefe  at  a  distance,  without  their  imme- 
diately touching  ourselves.  But  we  being  not  so  happily  constituted,  Eris 
is  permitted  to  bold  sway  among  us,  to  supply  our  deficiency  in  the  other 
principle  whereto  it  was  intended  to  conduct  us :  for  the  smart  of  its  evil 
effects  rouses  us  up  to  a  little  consideration,  and  dear-bougfat  experience 
gradually  increases  our  value  for  that  better  influence  whereby  we  might 
avoid  them. 

Thus  Eros  and  Ens  must  perpetually  woilc  upon  matter  as  joint  opentora 
to  produce  all  those  modifications  and  changes  of  form  which  constitute  the 
health  and  beautify  the  &ce  of  Nature  :  but  among  i^nritoal  substances  the 
former  is  the  sole  end  had  in  view,  and  the  latter  only  as  a  means  employed 
to  lead  thereto,  through  the  stages  of  imperfection.  For  God  has  thought 
proper  not  to  put  mankind  at  once  in  possession  of  that  harmony  whereto 
they  were  created,  but  draws  them  into  it  insensibly  by  the  workings  of  a 
contrary  principle :  and  with  a  little  careful  observation  upon  the  course  of 
afftin  upon  eaitb,  we  may  discern  many  of  the  steps  by  which  discord  helps 
us  forward  in  our  approachea  towards  union. 

7.  The  continual  supply  of  necessaries  and  conveniences  frum  parents, 
the  engagement  and  solacethey  find  in  the  care  of  their  children, and  pleasures 
mutuuly  received  among  [day-fellows,  first  cement  us  together,  raise  ns  a 
little  out  of  ourselves,  and  begin  a  family  attachment :  and  diough  greediness 
and  wantonness  sometimes  a  little  disturb  the  union,  yet  the  visible  expe- 
dience of  preserving  it  unbroken  keeps  them  within  bounds.  But  with 
respect  to  persons  between  whom  such  union  has  not  been  cemented,  there 
is  no  apparent  expedience  to  lay  a  restraint  upon  those  turbulent  humours : 
so  they  are  left  to  take  their  ftdl  scope,  from  whence  injury,  abuse,  and  con- 
tinual suspicion  must  ensue.  And  this  fear  of  strangers  protects  and  in- 
creases the  attachment  to  intimates,  for  a  man  never  enjoys  his  friends  so 
heartily  as  after  having  been  teazed  and  terrified  among  persons  he  distastes, 
nor  ever  is  so  fond  of  home  as  when  apprehensive  of  danger  abroad  i  nor 
perhaps  could  we  keep  oar  boys  from  continually  running  away,  if  they 
might  expect  the  same  kindness  and  tender  usage  everywhere  as  they  meet 
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■wiih  from  oar  hands.  Thui  to  take  a  metaphor  from  matter,  the  repellant 
quality  of  external  bodies  holds  their  internal  parts  together  in  a  ttioiiger 
cohesion, 

Bnt  single  families  cannot  fimiiab  all  the  accommodations  coDTenient  for 
tiiem  within  themselves,  nor  find  that  variety  of  amnsements  the  human 
mind  requires,  to  prevent  satiety  from  creeping  upon  it ;  they  most  soon 
perceiTe  that  one  can  supply  what  anotherwants,  and  onehas  hit  uponmethods 
of  entertainment  which  are  new  and  unthou^t  of  by  the  other ;  allianoei, 
commerce,  and  mutual  intercourse  give  them  a  liking  to  one  another,  and 
join  them  into  cities  or  districts;  which  become  larger  families  wherein  each 
individnal  has  some  concern  for  the  rest,  because  contributing  to  his  nses 
or  pleasures  ;  and  the  bands  of  union  are  extended  to  a  wider  compasi. 
Vet  rapaciousness  and  wantonness  still  continiung  parts  of  the  human  cha- 
racter, the  inhabitants  of  one  district  or  city  will  be  apt  to  invade  the  pro- 
perUes  of  another,  who  will  naturally  exert  themselves  and  set  their  wits  to 
work  to  contrive  methods  of  defrace,  or  of  retaliation  npon  the  invaders : 
bat  finding  diemselTes  too  weak  to  efiect  a  perfect  security,  both  against 
open  violence  and  secret  fraud,  or  being  tired  of  perpetoal  squabbles  widi 
their  neighbours,  they  will  try  to  strike  np  an  agreement  with  them,  or  to 
associate  themsdves  with  some  other  cities,  w,hidi  together  may  form  a 
nation  of  sufficient  extent  and  power  to  repel  invaders,  and  presore  do- 
mestic quiet. 

Tbtis  perhaps  it  may  be  true  that  men  were  Gist  driven  into  large  commn< 
nities  by  fear  and  self-defence,  because  is  a  state  of  nature  they  might  not  be 
sensible  of  any  other  benefits  redounding  from  them  :  but  having  once  tasted 
the  sweets  of  society,  they  would  not  want  other  motives  to  hold  them  in  it. 
For  I  may  v^itore  an  appeal  to  the  most  selfish  person  among  us,  having 
imy  sober  consideration  of  his  own  good,  whether  if  he  could  be  fiilly  secured 
against  all  foreign  invasions  or  domestic  robberies,  thefts,  and  injuries,  he 
would  yet  be  content  to  have  a  general  anarchy  prevail  in  the  land,  and 
would  not  regret  the  want  of  those  marketa,  pnblic  buildings,  posts,  high- 
ways, and  enconragements  of  arts,  sciences,  and  mttnnbctures,  which  are 
the  effects  of  a  national  polity. 

Nor  is  it  any  more  than  a  perhaps  that  nations  were  actually  first  formed 
solely  by  fear :  they  may  have  been  bmilies,  descendants  of  one  ancestor, 
grown  by  nnmerons  increase  into  a  people,  or  colonies  transplsnted  from 
thence  ii^  an  uninhabited  country ;  and  this  opinion  is  countenanced  by 
ancient  history.  Or  if  any  of  them  were  made  ap  of  persons  no  ways  re- 
lated by  Qatme,  there  were  other  means  of  collecting  them  together  be- 
sides  the  dread  of  danger :  for  we  may  gather  from  tihe  ftbles  of  Orpheus 
and  Amphion  drawing  stones,  and  tigers  and  bears  after  them  by  the 
sweetness  of  their  mnsic,  that  it  was  not  by  terrors  they  drove  the  wild  men 
dispersed  about  the  forests  and  mountains  into  society,  bnt  Inred  them  by 
the  proepect  of  advantages  and  pleasures  greater  than  they  had  experienced 
in  their  savage  state. 

(NeverthelesB,  if  fear  and  necessary  self-defence  had  a  ebare  in  the  origin 
of  states,  this  will  only  confirm  what  I  have  advanced  before  concerning  the 
method  taken  by  Providence  in  using  the  mischiefi  of  discord  to  bring  men 
acquainted  vrith  the  benefits  of  concord,  and  make  their  mutual  attachment 
among  <me  another  more  general.  For  whatever  inducement  firet  gathered 
them  into  nations,  when  once  associated  therein  they  have  a  nation^  inte- 
rest, and  some  degree  of  r^ard  for  all  their  fellow -members :  they  take 
part  in  every  national  frotpenty,  stand  np  for  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
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■nd  are  ready  to  think  a  compatriot  brarer,  itcoter,  more  ucoKiplished  and 
more  determg  thtm  any  foreigner.  How  confident  ia  our  mc^  that  one 
Englishman  can  beat  two  Frendimen  1  How  proud  the  Frendi  populace  of 
living  tmder  an-  absolute  monarch,  who  hu  their  all  at  hie  dispoeal !  and 
pity  the  poor  unlit4)py  Englishman  for  having  a  property  of  his  own  whidi 
the  King  cannot  ttdce  away. 

8.  But  the  whde  leaven  of  wantonness  and  greedinees,  too  deeply  worked 
into  hnmsn  nature  ever  to  be  totally  discharged  again,  spreads  itself  into 
&miliee,  dlieB,  nations,  or  whatever  other  combinatioiis  men  can  be  thrown 
into,  and  gains  a  new  fcsm  in  large  commonities  which  it  could  not  assume 
befiwe,  turning  into  lost  of  fame  and  power.  Hence  proceed  wars,  eneroech- 
nMDts,  inroads,  planderings,  conqoest,  and  tyranny :  yet  these  erib  were 
not  utterly  unproductive  of  their  sahitary  fruits,  ontqoest  having  often< 
ended  in  uniting  several  uationH  under  one  empire,  lie  four  great  mo- 
narchies, tbou^  not  univereal  as  they  were  called,  overspread  a  consider- 
Me  part  of  the  fa^table  earth  :  tliey  nnnt  have  produced  great  oppressioo, 
distress,  and  confnsicm  at  first,  till  in  a  little  time  thing*  Ml  into  a  settled 
course,  and  the  inhabitants  lived  more  quietly  and  h^ipily  dim  tfaey  had  done 
in  their  former  condition.  For  the  conquerora  and  conquered  incorporated 
by  degrees  into  one  people,. having  a  commnBioo  of  interests  and  coatinnal 
iitfereowae  ammig  tlkem :  wherel^  the  bands  of  onion,  the  sinews  of  com- 
merce, and  links  of  society,  were  stretched  &rther  than  they  had  ever  been 
before.  And  even  while  wan  and  natjonal  animosities  sub^,  tbey  tend  to 
owneaX  the  union  of  individuals  with  the  commonity ;  therefore  it  is  a  com- 
mon artifice  of  policy  to  give  ill  impreseioDS  of  a  fomgn  nation,  to  make  the 
subjects  join  mora  heartily  against  a  detested  enany. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  war,  the  n«nch  charged  ns  with  robberies 
and  pinunes  for  making  reftrisab  upon  their  riiips:  and  we  in  return 
branded  them  wi&  djsrimnlation,  treadiery,  and  total  disregard  of  the  most 
solemn  treaties,  so  diat  FVcoch  fsoth  became  the  same  among  ns  as  Punie 
foith  had  been  among  the  BotnaBS.  White  the  war  lasted,  we  all  loved  onr 
king  and  one  another  prodigionriy,  but  scarce  were  prdimiuaries  signed 
before  we  fell  a  squabbling  among  oorsetvee,  for  we  are  such  boys  that  we 
roust  be  doing  miachi^  rather  than  nothing :  if  we  cannot  find  employment 
in  business,  we  matt  make  it  by  wantonnesH ;  which  takes  delight  to  en- 
courage revilings,  criomnies,  scandalous  insinuations,  and  sometimes  even 
indecenciea  against  Majesty  itself,  all  for  want  of  better  empkmoent ;  and 
prompts  to  cutclude  oar  entotainments  with  drinking  healths  not  so  much 
in  hcmour  to  the  toast  as  in  vexation  to  t»e  another :  nor  do  I  doubt  hot 
that  if  a  fair  computation  could  be  made,  it  would  appear  there  has  been 
more  mooey  thrown  awny  within  these  few  years  upon  ingeuooe  BIRings- 
gate  in  prose  and  verse,  fit  only  to  noarish  the  irritating  humours,  than  bus 
been  laid  out  upon  bodes  of  religion,  morality,  or  science,  wUch  might 
mend  the  heart  ch-  imivove  the  Dnderstasding.  But  we  may  presume  all 
these  evils  operate  to  some  good,  though  what  good,  it  might  be  difficult 
for  mortal  roan  to  gwess  :  perhsps  we  riwidd  all  doze  in  indolence ;  w  be 
eatea  iqt  with  the  qileen  in  this  humid  climate,  if  we  had  not  something  to 
keep  Dm:  bite  in  motion. 

Nevertlieless,  it  must  be  owned  upon  the  whole,  that  those  two  qnidhie* 
wh««to  I  have  ascribed  tlie  rise  of  ^e  discordant  pasaiona,  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  signal  advantages  to  manluBd:  to  manafoctorea  sod  commerce 
have  been  b^ter  improved,  more  arts  invented,  ipore  accomplislmientB  at- 
tained, more  public  worki^  as  well  militarr  as  civil,  achieved,  more  regu- 
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larity,  decsency,  and  dvilitj  prodnoed,  by  the  infuse  of  covetooBness  or  lust 
«f  Eanie.  and  that  noder-twig  of  it,  vanity,  than  could  be  expected  from 
what  feeUe  sentiiiient  of  prudence  and  pablic  spirit  we  poaaaa.  Even  war, 
robbery,  and  wantooneM  have  g;iveD  occasion  to  many  invendons  and  ex- 
erdeea  of  industry  that  would  hare  been  needless  without  them  :  the  danger 
of  encroachments  among  neigbbooring  stateB  keeps  them  attentive  to  pre- 
■erre  the  balance  of  power,  thereby  creating  a  oommoii  interest,  and  in- 
troducing an  alliance  and  harmony  between  nations  that  might  othrrwise 
have  remained  for  ever  strangers;  and  the  matnal  jealousies  ot  parties 
awaken  the  vigilance  of  the  people,  and  render  abases  of  power  less  practi- 
cable. Thns  the  wisdom  of  Providence  has  mingled  all  varieties,  both  of 
the  harmoniEing  and  jarring  paaaioiis,  adjooted  to  one  another  in  such  ad- 
mirable praportion  as  to  form  together  a  salutary  oompoaition,  by  which 
mankind  has  been  gradually  raised  Arom  their  migiitBl  ignonnce  and  wild- 
neaa  to  the  d^iree  of  knowledge,  diicretton,  mutual  concern,  sad  commu- 
nion of  interests,  we  aee  them  arrived  at  in  thia  present  age. 

9.  Yet  this  wonderfiil  complicatioD  of  cooateracting  springs  could  not 
render  the  harmony  complete  among  quritoal  aubetances  without  the  know- 
ledge of  God :  fisr  it  is  the  origin  from  one  oommon  father,  the  presidency 
of  one  Governor,  that  unites  the  whole  Universe  into  one  empire,  and  oon-- 
stitotea  ua  citizens  of  the  World ;  and  that  knowledge  has  proceeded  slowly 
through  many  stages  of  ernn"  and  imperfection.  For  God  has  been  pleased 
to  draw  mankind  in  the  approa^  towards  bim  by  atepa  that  aaemed  to 
carry  them  directly  from  hhn,  and  lead  them  into  just  ideas  of  his  Attri- 
butes through  notMus  the  moat  oi^natte  to  his  character.  A  cordial  hope 
and  uareserved  trust  are  the  proper  bands  oniting  the  creature  to  the  Crea. 
tor;  but  these  hands  oannot  well  be  twisted  up  of  fear;  yet  it  is  said,  the 
fear  of  tibe  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  Wiadmn,  necetaary  to  introdnoe  that 
very  Charity  which  when  perfect  wUl  cost  it  utterly  away ;  and  the  fear  of 
hi^^blios  has  sometimra  proved  die  secret  avenue  conducting  into  the 
fear  of  the  Lord.  For  this  first  loosened  the  attachment  to  objects  of  aensei 
and  put  the  savage  npffli  eSorts  of  reflection  concerning  the  things  u 
whitd)  effort*,  though  faint  and  fruitless,  and  perhapa  hurtful  in  ^  — 
yet  opened  the  {Msaage  and  cleared  the  way  into  the  fidds  of  i 
contemplation. 

.  It  seems  reasonable  to  imagine,  that  person*  who  hod  gotten  an  a 
others,  would  endeavour  to  preserve  the  inflncmce  of  that  awe  when  their 
bocks  were  turned,  and  for  that  purpose  might  mttoh  a  stick  into  something 
that  could  be  fancied  a  human  face,  settii^  it  up  in  a  eomer  with  iiretenoe 
that  it  would  inform  them  of  whatever  shonld  be.  dcme  contrary  to  their 
««-den  in  their  absenoe.  Suoh  stratagems  as  tbeea  mqoire  no  great  iuven- 
tion,  onr  nwses,  the  aillieat  eet  of  pet^e  amoqg  ns,  can  hit  upon  the  like ; 
for  they  tell  their  children  of  an  old  man  io  the  cupboard  that  will  take  titeta 
away  when  they  are  nanghty ;  and  if  they  ptey  unlucky  trii^  alily,  the  little 
bird  that  peeps  in  at  the  window  will  tell  of  it. 

Then  if  some  penon  who  hod  been  greatly  reverenced  among  them  hap- 
pened to  die,  the  thought  and  the  wont  of  him  would  remain  stnmg  ior 
a  while  upon  the  minds  of  thoee  left  behind :  they  wooU  frequently  dream 
of  him,  aiMi  thoee  dreams,  among  a  groaa  and  simple  people,  would  some* 
times  b«  taken  for  real  conversations.  This  would  give  an  easy  handle  to 
such  0*  were  more  cunning  ttuu*  tins  rest,  to  pretend  on  interccoTM  with  the 
de|iarted,  uul  by  stcaoa  .^.gidera  or  odvioea  feigned  to  have  been  received 
from  them,  to  work  their  ends  upon  the  others.     In  a  little  time  they  miglil 
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improve  upon  their  firat  iaventioni,  and  find  an  account  in  enlu^ing  the 
powen  of  ihe  deceased,  Bscrifaing  to  them  the  roanagement  of  niar,  and 
winds,  and  weather,  of  increase  and  sterility  in  eattle,  the  fniits  of  the  earth, 
and  herbs  of  the  field;  giving  them  an  influence  upon  the  conrses  of  fortune, 
the  turn  of  events,  and  success  of  transactions  among  the  Uving.  And  as 
some  of  these  veaerated  names  would  be  handed  down  to  succeeding  gene- 
rations, among  whom  everything  relating  to  the  permns  had  been  forgotten, 
tlib  would  DBturaUy  give  a  rise  to  a  distinction  between  the  immortal  gods, 
of  whose  origin  nobody  could  give  an  account,  and  heroes  or  demi-goda  who 
had  been  remembered  conversant  upon  earth  :  for  the  Theogony  of  Hesiod 
and  other  geneali^es  seem  to  have  been  addititms  of  the  poets  and  natural- 
ists endeavouring  to  embellish  or  allegorize  the  popular  opinions,  as  appears 
probable  firom  the  great  variety  of  lineages  deduced  among  them. 

By  these  means  the  belief  of  beings  in  the  air  having  an  influence  npon 
the  courses  of  things  below,  might  be  estabhshed  among  an  ignorant  people, 
which,  though  extremely  gross  and  imperfect,  were  some  benefit  to  them : 
for  as  it  is  better  the  child  should  stand  in  awe  of  the  old  man  in  the  cup- 
board, or  the  little  bird  at  tLe  window,  than  be  under  no  (dieck  at  all,  so  it 
is  better  men  should  think  Apollo  or  Pallas,  a  stick  or  a  statue,  observes 
whether  th^do  right  or  wrong,  than  have  no  restraint  upon  their  actions 
whatever.  Besides,  the  benefit  this  notion  was  of  to  manlund  in  general  is 
more  to  be  considered  than  that  it  might  da  to  the  persons  entertaining  it , 
and  it  was  one  step,  though  a  very  small  one,  in  the  progress  of  true  religion 
in  the  world.  For  the  persuasion  of  an  invisible  Power,  observant  of  what 
passes  among  us,  and  having  an  influence  upcm  the  aflairs  of  men,  is  the  first 
article  of  a  sound  and  saving  faith ;  and  bow  much  soever  the  notions  of 
such  power  were  coDfosed,  inconsistent,  and  absurd,  still  the  geueral  opinion 
of  its  existence  was  a  point  gained,  which  would  make  another  step  in  use- 
ful knowledge  more  easy  to  be  taken  :  for  an  instnictor  will  have  leas  to  do 
with  one  who  already  admits  a  superior  Being,  of  whatever  kind  or  qnahty, 
than  with  one  who  is  so  totally  immersed  in  objects  of  sense  as  to  have  no 
conception  of  anything  he  does  not  see,  or  hear,  or  handle ;  because  in  the 
latter  be  must  inculcate  the  reality  of  such  Being  before  he  can  proceed  to 
show  what  it  is  ;  whereas  he  may  lead  the  other  by  pointing  out  his  incon- 
sistencies into  something  of  a  more  regular  and  uniform  system. 

10.  At  first  we  may  presume  that  men  would  have  no  forther  concern, 
than  for  the  preservation,  the  accommodatians,  and  pleasures  of  life ;  but  aa 
they  advanced  in  society,  arid  fell  into  a  more  settled  way  erf  living,  they 
wonid  extend  their  thoughts  beyond  their  own  immediate  wants,  and  begin 
to  take  an  interest  in  the  welfore  of  their  children  and  descendants,  after 
themselves  should  be  no  more.  Their  veneration  Ukewise,  end  the  honour 
tbey  aaw  paid  to  the  memory  of  such  as  had  been  eminent  among  them, 
would  excite  a  wish  to  obtain  the  like  for  their  own  names:  this  must  extend 
their  concern  beyond  the  present  |life,  and  make  them  desirous  of  gaining 
an  immortality  by  living  for  ever  in  the  remembrance  of  those  who  should 
come  after  them.  Add  further  that  the  workings  of  their  own  imagination 
or  confident  assertions  of  some  who  had  an  end  to  serve  thereby,  might  per- 
■uade  them  that  some  part  of  thair  own  persons  would  survive  after  death, 
remaining  capable  of  wants  and  gratifications,  of  enjoyment  aud  suflering  i 
and  they  rai^t  soon  condade  that  the  pro^terity  of  their  children,  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  names,  aitd  good  or  evil  fortune  of  their  surviving  part, 
would  depend  upon  their  preaent  conduct,  and  the  favour  of  the  immortal 
gods  or  heroes. 
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Htm  M  now  a  secODd  step  gained  in  the  progress  towttrdB  trae  religion  : 
for  besides  the  belief  of  a  raperiatending  Tower,  presiding  over  the  affnirs 
of  men,  here  is  a  concern  for  futarity,  and  a  perfloasion  that  oar  interest 
tfaerdn  will  atand  affected  by  onr  management  upon  earth,  and  by  our  atn» 
to  engage  the  protection  and  escape  the  displeasure  of  Heaven ;  and  thus  we 
see  how  Providence  may  employ  the  mingled  operations  of  fea.r,  credulity, 
artifice,  and  vanity,  to  work  a  general  reception  of  two  fandsmeatal  articles. 
Nevertheless,  it  may  be  expected  that  those  articles  in  their  iniancy  most  lie 
overwbdmed  among  a  multitude  of  gross  errors  and  absurdities :  for  the 
passions  of  men,  the  examples  of  vice,  folly,  and  contention  among  the  most 
admired,  the  interest  of  states,  the  craft  of  private  persons,  accidental  im- 
pressions of  fear,  and  bntastic  rovings  of  imeginatioa,  each  adding  some* 
thing  of  its  own,  must  together  make  a  motley  mixture. 

And  accordingly  we  find  in  all  ancient  history  what  a  multitude  of  in- 
coherences and  absurditieB  abounded  in  the  first  received  creeds,  concerning 
the  immortal  Gods  and  Demi-godx,  the  wars,  rebellbns,  quarrels,  thefts, 
over-reacbings,  amoora,  infidelities,  and  partialities  among  them,  their 
inhabitancy  in  statoes  made  by  men,  their  declarations  by  oracles,  omens, 
and  prodigies ;  concerning  the  apparitions  of  shades  and  spectres,  the  en- 
joyments of  Elysinm  and  punishmenta  of  Tartanis.  Yet  it  being  obvious 
that  no  community  could  subsist  upon  earth  without  something  of  order 
and  government,  there  was  the  like  notion  of  a  subordination  and  as- 
signment of  particular  provinces  among  the  Gods.  Jove  rnled  the  heavens, 
Neptune  over  the  sea,  Plato  in  the  infernal  regions;  Minerva  had  the 
patronage  of  wisdom ;  Apollo  of  wit ;  Mercury  of  cunning ;  Ceres  presided 
over  eatables,  and  Bacchus  over  drinkables :  bnt  that  they  might  not  en- 
croach upon  one  another's  provinces,  as  sacfa  Gods  sijbject  to  the  worst 
of  human  passions  might  be  apt  to  do,-  Jove  had  a  supreme  authority 
over  all. 

Which  last  notion  opened  a  narrow  passage  towards  the  unity  of  tbe 
Godhead,  yet  was  even  this  little  avenoe  choked  up  with  doubts  and  con- 
fusion ;  for  the  Parctc  were  holden  sometimes  to  control  the  Will  of  Jove, 
sometimes  only  to  enforce  his  decrees  by  their  spmning,  and  if  he  had  once 
bound  himself  by  Styx,  he  durst  not  recede  though  he  should  afterwards 
change  his  mind :  so  one  cannot  well  tell  whether  Jove,  though  sopreme 
over  tbe  Gods,  had  not  another  cupreme  power  over  him. 

Such  fluctuations  and  incoherences  in  the  popnhr  doctrines  set  reflection 
at  work,  and  gave  birth  to  philoeophy :  for  reason  must  have  materials 
famished  it  from  elsewhere  to  b^n  upon,  and  philosophers,  as  well  as  other 
men  once  were  children,  susceptible  of  impressions  stamped  upon  them  by 
their  teachers  or  worked  into  them  by  their  companions;  nor  oould  their 
sagacity,  when  mature  enough  to  act  for  itself,  do  any  more  than  examine 
the  opinions  they  had  imbibed,  endeavoaring  to  separate  tbe  solid  from  the 
empty,  and  pnrsne  such  further  lights  as  could  be  strit^en  out  from  what 
bad  stood  the  test.  Bnt  the  reason  of  one  man  can  ron  very  little  lengths, 
for  his  life  will  be  almost  spent  in  getting  rid  of  erroneons  prejodicee  before 
he  can  begin  to  make  an  advance  towards  truth ;  and  his  discovery  will  re- 
quire time  to  settle  into  something  of  a  current  opinion,  before  it  can  serve 
as  a  foundation  for  another  to  proceed  upon. 

1 1.  The  earliest  persons  of  thought  and  careful  reflection,  such  I  mean  as 
wM%  not  actuated  hy  ambition  or  avarice,  seem  to  have  been  l^slatnrs  and 
founders  of  states  ;  and  the  immortality  they  had  in  view,  to  have  been  tiiaC 
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o(  perpctoHtiDg  their  namei  mdimij^  poetcjity  with  ]ot«  and  honour  for  the 
Ker*ices  tbeyhad  done.  For  having  found  beneficence,  even  to  sncceeding 
generationa,  had  in  general  eateem,  and  Mriking  to  th^  morel  aense,  they 
aoppoaed  it  innate,  the  p^eotioa  ot  human  nature,  and  nobtert  Mntiment 
npon  which  afcaaonable  creature  coald  act :  and  indeed  they  were  right, 
though  without  knowing  why,  ProTidence  thos  leading  them  by  the  general 
Htimation  into  the  atott  exteoiive  Chanty  their  titualion  was  capable  of, 
and  the  proaecotion  of  their  own  traeat  iolereBU.  It  were  mere  guess-work 
to  eay  iriwt  waa  their  beUd  of  the  Gods  and  a'  future  atate,  for  being  per- 
factly  aatiafied  with  the  prinoiple  whereon  they  proceeded,  they  might  be 
too  maoh  taken  up  with  that  to  Aiuk  closely  of  anything  else,  and  studied 
only  how  to  turn  popular  opinions  to  the  beat  advantage  of  the  conunnnities 
under  tlieir  care. 

Next  aroee  persons  who  were  denroos  of  going  to  the  botfam)  of  things, 
and  inveatigating  the  caoaea  of  all  the  phenomena  observable  around  ;  theae 
WOK  the  phikMophers  who,  finding  the  Gods  eateemed  the  Governors  only, 
not  makers  <rf  the  World,  interfering  now  and  then  occasionally  to  »et  thing* 
right  whoi  nmning  amiss,  and  controlled  in  their  meunres  by  dread  of  Styx 
Mid  distal  of  the  Paras,  condnded  there  were  some  general  lawi  of  nature 
governing  both  Gods  and  mat ;  so  set  themaelves  to  study  the  primary  pro- 
perties BM  dementary  principles  of  bodies,  in  order  to  frame  hypotbeaes  of 
the  manner  wherein  all  vioiUe  productions  might  be  formed  from  thence. 
Thns  the  first  philosophers  seem  to  have  been  merely  natnralists,  employing 
only  the  name*  of  the  Gods  to  allegorize  the  Powers  of  Nature :  for  with 
thrai  Jove  waa  the  ether,  Juna  the  air,  Neptune  water,  Vulcan  fire,  Cybele 
the  earth,  Plato  subtemneoaa  vapours  and  minerals,  Minerva  underatanding, 
Apollo  genius,  Mvcnry  cnlt,  and  ao  on.  Or  if  tbey  had  anything  of  the 
Theolt^Hn,  and  held  the  existcoee  of  intelligent  bangs  enperior  to  man, 
they  supposed  them  prodnctiona  of  the  finer  dements,  aa  they  did  the  first 
men  of  the  groaaer :  for  they  made  Jove,  the  Padier  of  the  Gods,  the  Son  of 
Chronoa,  or  Time  and  Rhea,  or  the  Rood,  that  is,  produced  by  the  work- 
ings of  mechanical  canaes  in  the  efflux  of  rolling  yeaia. 

But  the  study  of  nature,  carefully  and  honestly  pwaoed,  will  at  last  con- 
doct  to  its  Author,  but  by  gentle  steps  and  in  length  of  time :  ao  that  if  we 
tmufer  oar  ezpreauon  from  the  essence  of  God  to  the  knowledge  of  him. 
we  may  truly  say,  this  wastlte  ofiafwing  of  Chronoe.  For  when  some  clo8»- 
thinking  man  had  diaoovcred  a  cause  of  the  visible  phenomena,  he  had  done, 
leaving  to  his  suocessor  to  find  out  the  cause  of  that  cause,  which  ptrht^ 
he  mi^t  find  asacmg  the  operations  of  matter :  a  third  would  push  on  his 
inqturiee  a  little  tu^er,  till  qvecalation  having  run  the  utmoet  lei^:th  of  its 
line,  and  still  finding  matter  incapable  of  fumishing  a  cause  which  waa  not 
the  tStet  of  aome  prior  agency,  recourse  must  be  had  at  last  to  an  tmma- 
toial  Being. 

12.  It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  time  when  Philosophy  Grtt  rose  out  of 
political  science  and  corporeal  otqects:  we  have  heard  great  tilings  of 
Hermea  TVism^istaa,  Orpheus,  and  other  sages  of  earliest  Mtiqaity,  but 
the  accounts  of  them  are  much  too  imperfect  and  uncertain  to  be  depesded 
upon.  CtMlworth  will  have  it  probable  that  Orpheus  taugltf  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity,  or  three  oo-etemal  Hypostases  in  one  Subatenoe  ;  but  if  w« 
may  take  Cloak's  word,  Tbales  was  the  first  who  discovered  an  intelligent 
principle  oper«ting  in  die  birth  of  Nature ;  6x  be  held  that  all  things  were 
formed  out  of  water,  but  that  Hind  or  Intelligance  was  what  thraw  the 
water  into  those  various  cohesions,  ft>rms,  and  motions,  which  we  call  the 
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productioiu  of  Natore.  One  cannot  certainly  tell  whether  be  mad«  hia 
uiind  a  distinct  Kobatance  from  the  water,  or  only  a  quality  residing,  uot  in 
the  uogle  drops,  bat  in  the  whole  mnu :  for  the  ancdenta,  u  1  h&ve  already 
taken  notice  in  Cb^ter  XIII.  entertained  a  notion,  that  quality  bad  an  ex- 
iatenoe  of  its  own  distinct  from  that  of  the  subject  whereto  it  belonged, 
and  inexisting  in  it ;  which  iuexistence  was  in  the  compounds,  not  in  the  se- 
▼eral  component  parts,  for  there  is  no  beauty  in  the  siagle  bricks,  tha 
mortar,  the  wood  work,  the  giase  panes  of  a  hoase  ;  the  btwity  resides  in 
the  whole  composition  aptly  put  together. 

It  seeniB  most  likely  he  had  this  latter  idea,  and  so  was  not  a  complete 
Theist ;  because  we  find  the  introduction  of  'Dieiem,  that  is,  the  doctrine  of 
an  intdligent  Agent,  the  Author  of  Nature,  and  substantially  distinct  from 
the  matnialfl  wbereon  be  worked,  claimed  for  Pythagoras  in  those  called 
the  gtddcD  voaes :  when  he  is  alluded  to  as  the  person  who  first  opened 
to  Psyche,  or  the  Spirit  imprisoned  in  human  body,  a  knowledge  of  the 
on&thomsble  Tebachtys,  the  fountain  of  ever-flowing  nature,  that  ia  the ' 
aacred  name  ot  foor  letters ;  by  which  Dacier  says  he  meant  Jehovah,  which 
it  seetna  in  Hebrew  contaioa  only  four  letters,  but  it  might  aa  well  have  been 
ZBTZ  or  eEOX.  It  ia  pity  Pythagoras  did  not  talk  Eoglifh.  for  the  name 
God  having  no  more  than  three  letters,  he  would  then  have  preached  up  the 
worship  of  the  aacred  Triad,  mad  Oacier  might  have  been  positive  he  had 
b^ieied  b  the  Trinity. 

The  epithet  Ever-flowing,  applied  to  Natute,  is  expounded  by  his  com- 
meatatora  to  signify  only,  that  it  Bball  hut  for  ever,  not  that  it  has  already 
had  coorae  firom  all  eternity :  yet  I  must  beg  leave  to  be  excused  from  pleunng 
any  mora  implicit  faith  in  the  commentators  upon  the  golden  versea,  than 
m  thoac  upon  the  BiUe.  For  when  we  recollect  the  received  tenet  among 
Philoeopher*,  ^lat  whatever  was  generated  in  time  must  be  corrupted  iu 
tJMC,  the  fotnre  perpetuity  of  Nature  will  infer  its  prior  eternity :  nor  is 
this  incoBsistent  with  its  springing  from  a  fbantatn,  for  where  the  fountain 
is  eternal,  the  stream  may  well  have  ran  for  ever.  Against  their  exposition 
of  the  Oath  we  are  exhorted  to  reverenoe  :  I  have  no  objection  ;  for  this 
seams  a  proper  term  to  expreae  the  perfect  freedom  of  the  divine  agency, 
beoaose  aotbiog  could  compel  or  induce  him  to  swear  besides  his  own  volun- 
tary choice ;  and  immutability  of  the  divine  purpose,  which  for  ever  has  and 
will  preserve  the  cotirses  of  Nature,  and  the  aame  order  of  suceeaaion  in 
her  disQgea ;  ao  that  the  asvaal  parts  may  t^ie  new  forma  in  continual  ro- 
tatioa,  but  the  Universe  remains  alwaya  the  same. 

Hierodes  explains  the  three  first  lines  aa  deacribing  three  distinct  orders 
of  being  easentially  and  perpetually  different,  their  conditions  not  inter- 
chaageaUe  with  those  of  each  other ;  which  are  the  immortal  Gods,  the 
Heroes  ftdl  of  light,  and  the  subterraneoos  Intelligences.  Now,  though  in- 
stead of  subterraneona  be  has  used  the  epithet  terrestrial,  a  traufJation 
whidi  the  learned  Dacier  tells  us  the  Greek  word  can  never  hear,  it  is  agreed 
on  all  handa  that  by  those  Intelligendes  are  to  be  understood  the  aoula  of 
good  men  departed,  which  the  aaroe  Dacier  assnrea  us  were  holden  by  the 
Pythagoreans  to  mount  up  into  Ether,  and  not  to  oiuk  under  ground. 

But  it  is  the  sorest  way  to  e:qionnd  the  text  by  the  text ;  and  if  we  turn 
to  the  end  of  the  poem,  we  shul  find  it  conclude  with  an  exhortation  to 
follow  the  preoepts  therein  contained,  becaoae  whoever  does  ao,  will,  upon 
getting  rid  of  body,  go  into  the  pure  Ether,  and  become  an  immortal  God, 
inosmptible.  no  longer  subject  to  death.  Beaidea,  we  team  from  Vu-gil. 
I  2 
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who  has  never  been  charged  with  misrepreaenting  the  PythBgorean  doc- 
trines, that  there  is  an  activity  and  celeatial  origin  belonging  to  tboae  aeeds 
from  whence  grew  the  race  of  men,  the  cattle,  all  speciea  of  wild  beaata, 
and  &h  of  the  sea :  and  in  another  paasage,  that  the  beea  too  pnnornn  a 
part  of  the  divine  mind,  and  have  imbibed  the  ethereal  draoghta,  from 
whence  men  and  animals  drew  their  birth,  and  whereinto  all  ehall  be  re- 
tamed  and  resolved  again ;  so  that  there  is  no  anch  thing  as  death,  but 
the  Uving  principles  fly  off  into  the  npper  heavens,  and  mingle  among  the 
stars. 

An  these  tiungs  conudered,  one  cannot  imagine  Pythagonw  so  incon- 
sistent with  himself  aa  to  hold  three  distinct,  nnchangeable  natm^a  in  the 
regions  unseen :  we  must  suppoae  him  recommending  a  veneration  for  them 
only,  in  compliance  with  the  received  opinions,  to  which  all  pbiloaophert, 
except  our  modem  minute  onee,  have  ever  ehown  a  decent  respect :  but 
teaching  among  his  adepts,  that  all  created  spirit  was  homogeneous,  eternal, 
Tiut  produced  by  the  divine  will  an  eternity  ago,  and  paasing  through  vari- 
ous stages  or  forma  of  being  in  rotation  ;  so  that  from  on  immortal  God  it 
might  become  a  bee,  a  dolphin,  a  sheep,  a  lion,  a  man,  or  a  hero  Aill  of 
light,  according  to  the  material  organiztrtions  wherein  it  lay  enveltqied,  and 
when  dissolved  from  all  vital  union  with  matter  whatever,  would  retnm  to 
pure  ether,  and  be  an  immortal  God  again. 

Therefore,  if  1  might  offer  my  sense  of  the  three  first  verses,  I  sboukl 
construe  or  paraphrace  them  as  fc^owa.  In  the  first  place,  worship  the 
immortal  Gods  conformably  to  ^e  ritual  established  in  your  country,  and 
at  the  same  respect  the  immutable  nature  of  things,  receiving  their  stabi- 
lity from  the  eternal  purpose  of  the  Almighty,  sacred  and  inviolable  aa 
an  Oath ;  in  the  next  place,  pay  due  honours  to  the  Heroes  full  of  light : 
nor  omit  to  celebrate  the  memory  of  illuatrions  persons  that  have  been  laid 
under  ground,  by  auch  festivals  end  commemorations  aa  are  cuatomarj. 
The  meaning  of  these  precepts  I  take  to  be,  that  we  should  use  our  reason, 
drawn  from  the  contemplation  of  Nature,  jointly  with  popnUr  Religion,  cor- 
recting tiie  errors  of  the  one  by  the  other,  employing  either  where  moat 
proper  to  bring  those  we  have  to  deal  with  a  step  nearer  towards  the  know- 
ledge of  their  Maker,  and  universe!  Charity  to  their  fellow-creatures,  in 
such  way  aa  they  can  follow,  and  thereby  steering  clear  between  the  b^ot 
and  the  free-thinker. 

13.  However  this  be,  and  whether  Pythagoras  were  the  discoverer,  it 
can  scarcely  be  denied,  that  in  his  time  there  was  the  belief  of  a  God  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  word  as  we  now  use  it,  an  omnipotent,  intelligent, 
unproduced  Being,  Author  of  Nature  and  all  her  works ;  for  the  gods  we 
have  spoken  of  before  were  nothing  more  than  huge  flying  men,  of  enor- 
mous strength,  and  bodies  ao  finely  contested  as  to  render  them  invisible, 
unless  when  they  had. a  mind  to  tJiow  themselves  by  assuming  a  covering 
from  the  grosser  elements.  There  was  likewise  the  opinion  of  a  future 
state  of  bliss  and  immortality,  equal,  or  I  may  say  preferable,  to  that  of  the 
Gods  vulgarly  worshipped,  whereto  men  might  rise  by  a  steady  rectitude 
of  sentiment  and  conduct,  that  is,  by  Faith  and  good  Works. 

Here  were  great  and  important  advances  maintained  ever  after  in  the 
true  Church  of  Philosophy,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  for  there  have  been  grievous 
scliisms  and  heresies  there  as  well  as  in  Religion ;  and  the  latter  Academics 
were  errant  free-thinkers,  never  having  any  opinion  of  their  own,  but  com- 
batting everybody's  else :  if  yon  said  snow  was  white  they  would  prove  you 
mistaken,  if  you  said  it  was  black  they  would  do  as  before ;  if  yon  aaked 
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them  what  they  thought  thenuelv«s,  they  nould  uiawer  they  could  not  tell, 
for  it  might  be  either.  But  1  am  scarce  entitled  to  call  it  a  Church,  as  con- 
sisting erf  Clergy  alone  without  a  congregatioo ;  for  there  never  yet  was 
a  people  of  Philosophers,  nor  ever  could  be,  their  Credeoda  being  too  re- 
fined and  speculative  for  vulgar  comprehension ;  neither  had  they  autho- 
rity enough  to  introduce  a  form  of  words  serviceable  for  general  use,  which 
each  person  might  understand  in  a  grosser,  or  more  refined  sense,  accord- 
ing to  his  respective  capacity,  yet  conveying  as  complete  a  system  as  his 
understanding  can  contau. 

Nor  yet  were  their  tenets  either  complete  or  fully  established  even  in  the 
dosetB  of  the  studiong :  for  Tnlly,  in  his  Tusculan,  disputatioQ  upon  death, 
tirgned  in  the  disjnnctive,  either  that  death  put  an  utter  end  to  us,  or  was 
the  passage  into  a  more  perfect  state  -.  urging  that  in  the  former  case  it  is 
a  perpetual  quiet  sleep,  without  uneasy  dreams,  and  upon  that  score  we 
have  no  reason  to  be  afraid  of  it ;  which  argument  might  have  been  spared 
if  he  had  not  thought  the  other  branch  of  the  disjunctive  doubtful.  And 
in  other  places  where  he  exhorts  to  the  performance  of  noble  actions,  he 
speaks  as  much  of  an  immortality  by  an  honourable  remembnuice  among 
posterity,  as  by  any  other  way. 

l^ey  do  not  appear  to  have  had  any  thought  of  Creation,  but  believed  God 
the  Maker,  not  the  First  Cause  or  Creator  of  all  things :  Thales  assigned 
him  water  to  make  a  world  with,  Anaximenes  fire ;  Aoaxagoras  a  multi- 
tude of  diversely  shaped  corpuscles,  similar  to  the  visible  bodies  composed 
of  them ;  Plato  seems  to  have  had  a  notion  of  Substance  in  the  abstract, 
which  be  calls  Hyle,  devoid  of  all  form  or  quality  whatever,  until  God  was 
pleased  to  impress  them  npon  it  from  archetypes  in  his  own  mind,  and 
then  it  became  a  variety  of  bodies  having  specific  differences,  but  was  naked 
Substance  before  ever  he  took  it  in  hand.  To  go  as  low  as  Seneca,  who 
was  perhaps  the  beet  Philosopher  of  his  time,  we  find  him  starting  a  doubt 
whether  God  made  his  own  materials,  or  only  worked  up  such  as  he  found 
already  in  being ;  by  which  question  may  be  meant  no  more  than  whether 
the  elements  had  an  inherent  specific  difference  of  their  own,  or  were  all 
compounded  of  the  same  Materia  Prima  variously  put  together,  and  so  it 
does  not  touch  the  point  of  creation  at  all.  However,  Seneca  himself  de- 
clares positively  for  the  pre-ezistence  ot  the  materials,  reserving  the  work- 
manship alone  for  the  Province  of  Omnipotence,  and  pretends  to  account 
for  the  existence  of  moral  evil  this  wny  :  for,  says  be,  God  is  good,  willing 
to  have  made  good  men  of  n>  all,  and  has  worked  up  the  finest  of  his  ma- 
terials into  such  as  &r  as  they  would  go,  but  the  re^  of  the  elements  were 
so  untoward  and  cross-grained  that  it  was  impoeaible  to  make  better  crea- 
tures  of  them  than  has  been  done. 

They  had  not,  or  at  least  did  not  take  care  to  inculcate  a  sufScieotly 
laige  idea  of  Providence  comprehending  the  turns  of  events,  respecting 
nngle  persons  as  well  as  the  great  and  general  laws  of  Nature :  for  we  find 
in  Tullej's  Nature  of  the  Gods,  that  the  Stoics,  the  most  orthodox  philo- 
sophers of  those  days,  and  stroinons  asserters  of  Providence,  held  that  God 
takes  care  of  great  things,  but  overlooks  the  small ;  and  though  they  de- 
scended to  the  veriest  trifles  in  matters  of  dreams,  omens,  prodigies,  and 
phrenetic  predictions,  they  ascribed  those  to  an  unaccountable  sympathy  in 
nature  between  certain  things,  not  to  declarations  of  the  divine  Will. 

The  dependence  of  free  agency  npon  prior  causes,  and  the  foundations 
of  Justice,  were  not  clearly  understood,  nor  could  they  comiMrehend  how 
God  might  give  us  both  to  will  and  to  do,  without  destroying  the  ezpecta- 
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tion  of  reward  for  wdl  doing :  to  they  soppoaed  virtiw  an  original  acqni- 
•ition  of  the  mind,  l^adf-exerted  efibrt*.  without  anything  extmor  pron^ 
iug  or  directing  her  thereto.  Agreeably  to  ^idt  notioD  we  aee  HonK* 
praying.  Give  me  competence  of  fmtnoe,  give  me  talenta ;  aa  for  perse- 
verance in  the  right  nse  of  them,  I  will  procure  dul  for  myaelf :  thu  de- 
dying  God  more  Aan  half  hia  glory,  and  the  acknoiriedgnient  due  for  the 
best  of  bia  gifta.  In  conwqueDce  of  tbii  oinnion  they  conceived  an  in- 
trinsic self-worked  diffo^nce  in  men,  which  made  them  too  r^ardlcas  or 
too  de^miring  of  the  generality,  calcolating  their  systema  for  a  few  oon- 
templattre,  rightly-dispoeed  persona,  not  radeavonring  to  draw  ont  from 
thence  a  fbrm  of  doctrine  that  might  be  commonly  intelligible,  and  univer- 
sally serviceable ;  nor  acting  in  concert  to  recommend  it,  whereby  they 
might  have  had  more  weight  upon  the  vulgar. 

They  made  no  effectual  advances  towards  propagating  the  doctrine  of 
Equity  and  Equality,  whereby  God  appears  to  he  the  common  Father  and 
eqnal  Protector  of  all,  neither  arbitrary  in  bis  deaKngs  aor  partial  in  his 
fevonrs,  as  a  respecter  of  persons :  that  firmeat  basis  ot  a  general  mterest. 
strongest  cement  of  mutual  viacm,  and  clearest  ration^  aveniM  to  univeraa) 
Charity. 

Nor  did  they  thoroughly  enough  consider  the  natnre  of  man,  treating 
their  scholars  as  pnrelv  rational  creatures,  not  sensittvo-ratioBal ;  scarce  re- 
flecting, that  the  bulk  of  mankind  have  most  of  the  sensitive,  and  all  men 
a  considerable  part  of  it  in  their  composition,  and  that  the  impulses  of  one 
faculty  may  be  mistaken  for  judgments  of  the  other :  neither  did  they  study 
the  nse  of  ceremoniee,  customs,  and  methods,  wherry  habit  and  imagina- 
tion may  be  brought  insensibly  to  Eisaist  in  the  services  of  reason. 

Yet  I  would  not  by  any  means  midervalne  the  sages  of  antiquity,  nor 
lessen  the  veneration  due  to  them  for  the  benefits  redounding  to  us  from 
their  labours,  whereby  they  were  aiding  as  instruments  in  the  hand  of  Pro- 
vidence, towards  nursing  np  human  reason  to  the  degree  of  vigour  and 
soundness  we  find  it  now  possess.  Therefore  tiieir  merit  might  be  no  ways 
inferior  to  the  best  among  us,  nor  might  our  Divinea  and  I^iloaophers, 
placed  in  their  situation,  have  made  a  whit  better  advances :  if  we  can  now 
soar  to  greater  heights,  it  is  not  owing  to  oar  greater  strength  of  wing,  but 
to  the  advantage  afforded  us  of  taking  onr  rise  from  higher  ground. 

14.  One  cannot  well  determine  how  hr  Philosophy  might  ha^e  pushed 
on  her  course  by  repeated  efforts  in  snccesnTe  generations.  Foseibly  one 
man's  reason,  still  digesting  and  improving  upon  the  discoveries  of  another, 
might  at  last  have  attained  as  much  UBefol  knowledge  as  the  hnman  undm"- 
standing  is  capable  of  receiving  ;  wherein  would  be  contained  a  complete 
Theology,  a  dear  discernment  of  the  true  links  uniting  the  Whcde  in  a 
general  interest,  and  a  practicable  system  of  marality,  accommodated  to  the 
aevend  uses  and  capacities  of  all  mankind  ;  and  means  might  have  been 
found  to  render  these  things  intelligible  to  every  one  so  6ir  as  to  answer  oil 
his  occasions,  so  that  a  sound  E^ith,  a  well-grounded  Hope,  and  an  nnre- 
served  Charity  might  become  general,  which  must  have  restored  a  golden 
age.  a  paradisaical  state. 

But  God  judged  proper  not  to  wait  the  slow  advances  of  hnman  specula- 
tion ;  he  has  httn  grwaeaely  pleased  to  hasten  the  progress  by  making  pro- 
vision of  caasea  for  several  pravidential  events.  TIk  art  of  p'intiDg  ha* 
contributed  greatly  to  tbe  advancement  of  learning,  but  this  was  not  the 
discovery  of  any  philosopher :  the  woiid  wi^s  long  ago  acquainted  with 
■At  method  of  stamping  inscriptions  i^on  medals  and  seals,  which  obc 
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would  think  might  have  put  tome  ciuioiu  person  upon  contriving  to  stjunp 
ti>e  page*  of  ft  book ;  yet  wa*  this  never  thought  of  until  the  appointed  time 
written  in  the  book  of  Heaven. 

Glaoa  waa  the  invention  of  some  manufnctarer  having  no  more  in  view 
than  the  nuung  a  fortune  by  his  new  maQufoctore  :  but  from  hence  we  are 
aopplied  with  micmecopea,  teletcopes,  and  priamg,  whidi  let  us  into  lecreta 
of  Nature  nnsuapected  before,  open  to  ua  Ae  iDUneasurable  grandeur  of  the 
Universe,  and  bring  at  acquainted  with  animals  to  whom  a  spoonful  of 
Tin^ar  sn^ea  for  a  habitable  woild ;  thereby  raising  our  idea  of  the  Author 
ot  Nature  bj  displaying  the  maguifioenoe  and  the  wonders  of  hie  works. 
tVom  hence  likewise  have  proceeded  gradually  a  more  exact  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  attraction,  the  velocity  of  light,  the  existence  of  ether,  and  ex- 
treme rarity  of  bodies.  Thus  the  unlearned  has  been  made  to  lend  a  helping 
hand  to  the  contemplative  in  the  prosecution  of  hia  science,  and  the  man  of 
this  worid  instrumental  in  opening  a  larger  field  to  our  Heology. 

The  magnetic  power  of  the  loadstone  was  known  two  thousand  years  ago, 
but  remained  an  object  of  idle  curiosity  for  many  ages,  until  not  long  since, 
the  uses  of  the  needle  being  hit  upon,  have  opened  a  new  world,  given  k 
readier  access  to  remotest  regioiis  of  the  old,  and  tended  to  familiarize  th« 
several  nations  upon  earth. 

Gunpowder  is  said  to  have  been  the  Incky  discovery  of  a  monk,  trying  ez- 
periments  without  expectation  of  any  such  result ;  but  how  much  has  this 
changed  the  polity  of  nations,  and  civilized  the  rugged  manners  of  war  I 
making  it  d^iend  more  upon  science  than  penonal  courage  or  bodily 
strength,  uniting  the  civil  in  one  interest  with  the  miUtary,  which  must 
{wotect  industry  and  commerce  to  draw  supplies  fnan  thence  for  the  expen- 
atve  pr^Mrationa  necessary  i  and  epares  a  conquered  country,  to  have  its 
assistance  in  transporting  the  unwieldy  machines,  and  because  more  may  ba 
expected  from  contribnticus  than  from  plunder. 

We  may  term  these  inventions  accidaital.  and  so  indeed  they  were  with 
respect  to  us,  for  no  man  could  have  foreseen  the  day  beforehand  when  they 
would  happen  ;  but  accidents  arise  from  certain  muses  lying  in  train  to  pro- 
duce them  when  and  in  what  manner  they  shall  come  to  pass;  and  since 
those  have  had  a  great  influence  upon  the  affairs  of  men,  they  are  worthy 
our  referrii^g  to  the  Disposer  of  all  events. 

15.  But  the  most  evidently  providential  event,  or  rather  train  of  events, 
and  most  quiokeiung  the  progress  of  saving  knowledge,  was  that  of  the 
Jewish  dispensation.  For  aocoonts  of  this  we  most  necessarily  recur  to  the 
Old  Testament,  having  nothing  dse  that  will  carry  na  far  enough  back :  for 
Homer,  the  oldest  profane  writer  extant,  is,  I  think,  supposed  ootemporery 
with  Solomon,  and  the  tranaactions  be  apeak*  of  to  have  passed  in  the  time 
of  Jeptha  :  if  there  were  other  authors  at  hand,  1  should  think  it  prudent  to 
give  them  a  due  consideration,  but  since  we  have  only  Moses,  we  most  be 
content  with  the  materials  he  has  fDmished  ds.  Nor  must  I  upon  this  oc- 
casion r^ard  him  as  an  inspired  writer,  for  it  may  be  remembered  the  part 
I  have  taken  npcm  me  is  that  of  a  reconciler  between  contending  parties,  so 
I  must  proceed  apaa  grounds  that  may  be  admitted  on  both  aides :  therefore 
I  shall  meddle  with  nothing  Bapematural,  which  might  be  objected  against 
as  incredible,  but  employ  such  parts  only  of  his  narration  as  might  have 
been  received  open  the  credit  of  Livy  or  any  common  historian.  ¥oi  the 
like  reason  I  purpose  to  go  no  higher  than  Abraham,  because  it  is  the  humour 
of  some  among  us  to  regard  all  that  has  been  recorded  of  the  earlier  and 
antediluvian  times,  as  fabulous. 
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And  I  tbiok  it  could  not  be  doubted,  had  we  no  better  Etuthority  than  that 
of  Livy  for  the  fact,  that  there  was  such  a  person,  eminent  in  hu  time,  and 
the  founder  of  a  family,  whom  he  bred  up  in  the  belief  of  one  God,  aupreme 
Governor  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  arbiter  of  the  affairs  of  men ;  and  pre- 
served  them  from  the  contagioa  of  superslition  and  idolatry  prevailing 
everywhere  round  abont.  I  alull  not  pretend  to  decide  what  we  are  to  think 
of  the  angele  with  whom  he  is  aaid  to  have  been  conversant,  but  we  may 
gather  thus  much  from  the  mention  made  of  them,  that'he  held  there  were 
intelligent  creatures  superior  to  man,  but  subordinate  to  God,  and  never 
interfering  in  boman  affairs  unless  when  commiEsbned  thereto  by  special 
orders  from  above  :  this  their  very  name  implies,  for  Angel  is  the  same  as 
Messenger,  which  shows  that  they  were  known  to  men  no  otherwise  than  by 
the  errands  they  were  supposed  to  be  sent  upon  by  their  Master. 

I  am  not  concerned  with  the  reality  of  those  Angels'  appearance,  let  him 
'  only  have  dreamt  of  them,  and  taken  his  dreams  for  realities  ;  how  came  it 
he  did  not  dream  they  were  independent  powers,  self- existent,  or  produced 
by  some  fittality  or  plastic  energy  of  Nature,  and  God  only  an  Olympian 
Jove  having  a  little  more  strength  and  authority  than  his  fellow  Gods  ?  Or 
'  how  hiqipened  it  that  nobody  in  other  countries  should  ever  dream  of  one 
supreme  Power,  Governor  and  Maker  of  all  other  Beings,  before  the  tunes 
of  Pythagoras,  or  suppose  Thales,  who  was  but  a  little  earlier,  and  both  of 
them  many  centuries  posterior  to  Abraham  ?  for  he  was  no  Philosopher,  he 
never  pried  into  the  secrets  (rf  nature,  nor  pursued  the  demonstrations 
of  mathematics,  nor  studied  the  courses  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  nor  dived 
into  the  depths  of  metaphysics;  but  vras  a  plain  man,  occupied  in  the  manage- 
ment of  lus  cattle,  and  providing  uccommodatioaa  for  his  household ;  and 
his  Theology  vrts  such  as  was  intelligible,  not  only  to  adepts,  but  to  his 
servants,  his  shepherds,  and  all  under  his  influence. 

Whence  got  hethenthispnrity  of  sentiment  concerning  the  things  unseen, 
nnmingled  with  anything  of  the  notched  stick,  the  old  man  iu  the  cupboard, 
or  thtt  quarrelling,  intriguing,  over-reaching  immortal  Gods,  the  deified 
Heroes,  or  sobterrraneous  lutdligendes  ?  We  dare  not  say  he  received  it  by 
tradition  from  Noah  and  Adam,  nor  by  supernatural  illnmination :  for  fear  of 
bringing  a  discredit  upon  our  intellects,  as  being  too  weak  to  throw  off  the 
pre}i(dices  of  the  nurse  and  the  school-master,  which  would  never  stand  the 
test  of  all-deciding  ridicule.  What  then  shall  we  say  ?  was  it  the  remains 
of  a  rational  system  stricken  oat  by  some  Philosophers  who  lived  a  thousand 
years  before  him,  hut  whose  works  and  even  remembrance  have  been  clean 
swept  away  by  inundation  of  barbarous  nations  ?  or  was  it  an  accidental 
discovery  springing  originally  from  the  notched  stick  by  many  gradationa 
through  the  channels  of  fear,  credulity,  vanity,  cunning,  and  policy  among 
his  predecessors  ? 

We  have  not  the  least  hint  of  any  such  primeval  Sages  or  antepatriarchal 
Saracpns,  Goths,  and  Vandals,  even  in  fabulous  history :  so  their  very 
existence  is  mere  hypothesis,  trumped  up  to  serve  a  turn.  Bnt  admitting 
the  supposition,  unsupported  as  it  is  by  any  shadow  of  evidence,  how  chanced 
it  that  those  gennine  remains  were  preserved  only  in  his  feimily  ?  Or  if 
craft  and  credulity  suflSced  to  bear  such  ezcallent  fruits,  why  could  they 
never  produce  the  same  in  any  other  soil  ?  If  it  were  the  growth  of  mere 
natur^  causes,  yet  Nature  and  all  ber  movements,  as  well  accidental  as 
regular,  were  laid  out  at  her  birth  in  the  plan  of  the  Almighty :  we  must 
therefore  acknowledge  it  a  particular  Providence,  that  in  the  formation  of 
this  sublnnary  system  he  prepared  natural  causes  to  produce  the  seeds  fro.n 
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whence  in  long  jirocese  of  time  ehould  spring  a  tree  of  scond  knoirledge 
over-Bpreading  the  earth.  It  seems  probable  and  appears  to  have'ieen 
feet,  if  we  may  take  Moses's  word,  that  the  true  God  was  known  to  Enoch, 
Melchiaedeck,  Noah,  and  others  before  Abraham,  but  ther  could  not 
transmit  it  inviolate  to  their  descendants :  he  first  prevailed  to  make  it  the 
received  doctrine  among  alibis  household,  andenUuled  it  as  an  unalienable 
estate  apon  his  posterity  ;  fnun  whence  he  became  entitled  to  be  called  the 
ftther  of  the  faithfol. 

16.  I  shall  not  touch  upon  the  blessing  given  to  Isaac  and  Jacob,  becauie 
this  wonid  be  building  upon  controverted  ground,  but  suppose  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  this  family  gjew  into  a  numerous  nation,  still  possessed  with  the 
persnasion  of  one  God  omnipotent.  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  besides  whom 
there  was  none  other  God  ;  which  persuasion  was  peculiar  to  themselves. 
For  though  most  other  nations  had  their  patron  God,  upon  whose  protec- 
tion they  depended,  yet  they  allowed  their  neighbours  to  have  tutelary 
Deities  too,  contending  often  and  struggling  with  their  own  ;  if  they  suc- 
ceeded in  an  expedition,  they  eitolled  their  own  God  as  the  mightiest,  if 
beaten  they  would  pats  over  to  the  victorious  God  as  the  more  potent :  or 
at  other  times  endeavour  to  keep  upon  good  terms  with  both  by  taking  the 
neighbouring  Deity  into  a  share  of  their  worship.  This  last  notion  crept  iu 
at  frequent  intervals  among  the  Israelites,  from  the  days  of  the  golden 
calves  down  to  the  end  of  their  monarchical  government ;  nevertheless  tbe 
worship  of  JehovEdi  still  coutinned  the  natioDBl  Religion,  and  though  some- 
times overwhelmed  for  a  while,  was  never  wholly  sliced,  but  always  revived 
again  in  full  vigour. 

At  the  captivity,  when  one  might  expect  their  distressed  condition,  by 
lessening  the  opinion  of  thefr  protector,  shonld  have  driven  them  into  all 
the  modes  of  their  conquerors,  as  had  happened  to  the  ten  tribes  before 
them,  on  the  contrary  we  find  them  rivetted  more  strongly  in  their  primitive 
belief,  so  that  idolatry  and  polytheism  could  never  after  find  ao  entrance 
among  them.  It  is  not  necessary  for  our  present  purpose  that  this  should 
hare  been  effected  by  a  supematiuol  interposition;  admit  it  were  compassed 
by  the  craft  and  management  of  their  principal  men  who  used  this  cement 
to  keep  their  people  nnited  together,  as  knowing  that  if  they  suffered  them 
to  mingle  amongst  othere,  they  themselves  must  Ipse  their  influence  and 
become  pervona  of  no  consequence.  But  had  not  other  enslaved  nations, 
their  principal  men  too,  men  of  craft,  and  management,  and  ambition,  as 
denrons  of  keeping  a  populace  firmly  attached  to  3ieir  interests  ?  Yet  whidi 
of  them  conld  ever  bring  a  people,  who  had  been  perpetually  wavering  in 
the  object  of  their  worship  at  home,  to  become  so  unalterably  fixed  in  the 
midst  of  strangers  as  never  to  admit  a  mixture  of  foreign  wor^ip  again. 

What  if  we  should  reject  all  the  wondera  of  the  Burning  Bush,  the  Sun 
standing  still,  the  exploits  of  Gideon  and  Sampson,  making  them  interpola- 
tioiu  of  Ezra  as  artifices  to  strengthen  the  faith  of  his  people  ;  have  not 
other  writers  elsewhere  interpolated,  invented,  and  forged.'  Yet  could  never 
establish  a  steady  credit  to  pass  down  inviolate  to  succeeding  generations. 
What  then  occasioned  the  difference  ?  shall  we  say  it  was  owing  to  chance 
or  accidental  circumstances  in  the  character  and  condition  of  the  popu. 
lace  i  Be  it  BO :  still  we  know  that  chance  and  casualty  of  circumstance, 
the  machinations  and  snccesse*  of  croft  and  policy,  must  proceed  from  their 
adequate  causes,  deriving  in  an  unbroken  dtoin  from  the  springs  first  Kt  at 
work  by  the  Almighty  in  bis  formation  of  a  world.  Therefore  when  they 
coitcor  to  produce  an  event  which  will  spread  a  beneficial  influence  upon  all 
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nuakind  in  after  ages,  it  iaOa  properly  within  <Hir  dcMriptlon  of  thiagt 

tignaOy  providential. 

17.  Let  moow  proceed  to  another  persnuion  of  this  peo]Je,  grafted  upon 
that  at  their  being  the  peculiar  care  of  God ;  I  mean  their  expectation  of  an 
extraordinary  peraon  to  ariae  among  then.  They  had  before  believed,  that 
God  had  eatij>lished  the  honse  of  David  for  ever,  and  that  he  irould  preserve 
the  throne  ia  that  family  against  all  the  power  of  neighbonring  princes  (o 
overturn  it :  bat  this  hope  proving  abortive,  they  were  then  [^rsoaded  there 
ahonld  arise  one  from  his  loins  in  due  time  who  should  restore  the  kingdom 
to  Israel ;  and  this  opinion  they  bnilt  upon  certain  types  and  prc^hecies 
recorded  in  their  anoeat  writings.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  signifi. 
emej  of  thetjpes  nor  interpretation  of  the  prophecies,  the  exact  time  when 
the  sceptre  may  be  truly  said  to  have  departed  from  Jndah,  nor  propriety  of 
onderatanding  a  promise  made  for  the  comfort  of  a  besieged  city,  almost 
perishing  with  mnine,  to  rel^e  to  a  child  who  shotdd  be  bom  of  a  virgih 
above  five  hundred  years  after.  Let  the  application  be  as  forced  and  fontas- 
tical  as^yon  please,  still  they  had  their  eff«;t  upon  the  imaginations  of  the 
pec^e :  and  this  ia  enough  for  my  purpose. 

For  unless  yon  will  say,  that  God  was  ignorant  what  efiect  they  would 
produce,  or  to  what  uses  the  priests  and  rulers  would  turn  them,  it  must  ba 
allowed  that  he  permitted  the  cauBca  with  a  view  to  their  consequences  t 
therefore  may  be  said  to  have  spoken  by  than  to  the  Jewish  nation,  in  like 
manner  as  he  speaks  to  oar  reason  by  his  works  of  nature.  But  when  God 
speaks,  he  wiU  do  it  in  a  language  to  be  understood  by  those  to  whom  it  is 
addressed,  and  exciting  the  ideas  proper  for  them  to  entertain :  it  is  no 
matter  whether  we  or  others  can  rationally  understand  them  in  the  same 
manner  or  no,  we  might  as  well  cavil  that  the  prophedea  were  deUvered  in 
Hebrew  inat^  of  English,  which  we  should  have  understood  better.  Cer- 
tain it  is  they  did  suffice  to  answer  their  purpose  of  keeping  up  an  expecta* 
tioa  among  the  Jewa,  who  began  to  grow  impatieut,  and  did  actually  per- 
suade themselves,  either  upon  solid  or  fancied  grounds,  that  the  Sc^tre 
was  departed,  and  their  Shilob  at  hand,  about  the  time  when  Jesus  en- 
tered upon  bis  Bliotstry. 

Which  national  opinion  was  a  necessary  preparative  for  the  introductioa 
(rf  hia  Gospel,  which  ^as  confined  to  the  Jews  during  his  life,  and  for  some 
time  after  i  for  we  may  gather  from  the  story  of  Cornelius  the  Centurion 
that  It  had  not  been  [veached  to  any  Gentile  before,  and  must  presume  that 
the  Farthians,  Medes,  and  Ktamitea,  nuking  the  three  thousand  to  whom 
Peter  preached,  were  Jews  settled  in  those  countrie*.  But  the  expectation 
of  a  Restorer  would  not  suffice  alone,  for  it  aeems  there  were  several  pre- 
tenders to  the  benefit  of  it :  there  wanted  the  deaignation  of  some  particular 
person  in  whom  that  general  expectance  mi^t  centre,  and  this  was  effected 
by  a  comparison  erf  the  prophecies  with  events,  and  by  ugns  and  wonders 
believed  to  have  been  worked  by  Jesus,  and  those  del^;ated  under  him.  I 
shall  as  befwe  forbear  to  examine  the  accomplishment  of  the  prophecies, 
or  evidence  erf  the  mintdea :  to  •nto'  upon  these  discnssicms  would  be  car- 
rying the  shoe-maker  beyond  hia  last,  therefore  shall  leave  them  to  Divine*, 
who  are  better  prepared  fior  the  work  by  a  kind  of  learning  1  have  not  had 
tune  to  make  a  pnxQdracy  in  i  nor  do  1  find  a  want  of  it  upon  the  present 


For  I  desire  no  more  to  be  granted  me  than  what  will  scarce  be  disputed, 
that  multitudes  were  drawn  into  a  belief  of  the  prophecies  being  accotn- 
plished,  and  the  miracles  really  perfonned.     Now  whether  this  belief  w«s 
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worked  by  cnft,  prejudice,  delnaion,  utd  enthotiasm,  or  by  ratioDal  ocdtic- 
tioQ  npon  a  fall,  fair,  and  careful  ezaminatioii,  all  those  spriogi  of  pentia- 
eion  miut  be  acknowkdged  to  lie  under  the  control  df  Providence :  there- 
fere  the  event  prodnoed  by  them  having  lince  extended  so  wide  over  the 
eardi.  muit  be  regarded  ««  one  of  the  main  engines  employed  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  moral  world.  By  a  great  distanoe  <rf  time,  and  almost  tota^ 
difference  in  our  foran  ct  expreanon  and  methods  of  logic  from  tboee  of  the 
Jews,  the  evidenoeB  once  fresh  and  faring  are  become  obscured,  so  that  it 
often  requires  a  firad  <tf  acience  to  dear  up  a  point  which  a  common  man  in 
ibe  Apofltolie  days  might  have  satisfied  himaelf  of  by  a  littk  iuquiiy  among 
hie  ndgfaboon. 

But  for  the  generality  there  are  the  sacred  records  received  upon  the 
Mthority  of  the  Cborcb :  for  the  plain  man  justly  eonclndes  that  a  Dumber 
of  persons,  whom  be  knows  to  be  men  of  learning  and  good  manners,  would 
not  combine  to  persuade  htm  into  a  Teneration  fin-  what  they  had  no  good 
grounds  to  beliere  themselTes,  therefore  relies  upon  their  judgment  in  a 
matter  he  standi  in  iw  ntaatiDD  to  judge  of  himaelf.  And  herein  be  act* 
as  rationally  as  one  who  takes  down  the  draga  pnecribed  by  a  phyKinan  of 
whcoi  \ie  baa  a  good  opinicm,  though  he  ondentands  nothing  of  their  effi- 
cacy, nor  can  be  oertam  npon  hia  a«m  knoirie^;e  whether  they  may  not  be 
poisonoaa.  Audforsnch  ashatTesomecapadtytojudgefor  themselves,  but 
thinking  themselves  called  to  other  exerdeea  <tt  their  industry,  are  no  more 
at  leisure  than  I  to  rummage  over  all  the  wilds  of  cootroveray,  there  is  the 
internal  evidence  drawn  from  ezpericooe,  and  their  own  observatim  of  the 
benefits  accruing  to  mankind  frtnn  the  promulgation  of  the  Gospel.  Nor 
Can  I  help  repeating  what  I  have  once  declared  befcare,  that  to  me  the  ex- 
ternal evidence  seema  to  be  in  reality  the  deciding  weight  with  most  men  : 
for  in  the  few  controversid  writing*  I  have  dipped  into,  1  can  perceive  aa 
much  seal  and  prt^odice  to  the  full  in  the  frec'thinker  as  in  the  orthodox  ; 
both  i^pear  aonwtimes  to  think  too  well  or  too  ill  of  the  external  evidences, 
according  to  their  preoonoeived  opinion  of  the  cause. 

1 6.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  stopped  short  here  with  a  round  assertion  that  the 
influence  has  neither  been  so  salutary  nor  so  extenuve  as  I  seem  to  insi- 
nuate ;  for  that  Christiane  are  not  so  good  men  as  the  Turks,  the  Chinese, 
the  Tartars,  or  the  Iroquois,  nor  are  they  more  than  an  inconsiderable  num- 
ber in  comparison  with  thoee  we  term  iuSdels ;  Gordcm,  in  his  Geography, 
computes  more  than  h^  the  conntries  upon  earth  to  he  Mahometan,  and 
of  the  remainder  the  greater  part  are  Heathen,  and  the  leaser  C^iriatian. 
But  we  may  claim  Mahometism  as  a  botchy  excreacence  or  spurious  off- 
spring of  the  Gospel :  the  profeiaiKB  of  it  prcaerve  a  great  veneration  for 
las  or  Jesua,  look  upon  him  much  in  the  Bsme  bfi^t  aa  we  da  Elias,  and 
pretend  that  thdr  prophet  was  the  Comfbrter  of  whom  we  have  promise  in 
the  Gospel ;  their  Koran  inculcates  some  of  tlie  moet  important  truths 
contained  therein,  as  I  ^lall  remark  particolariy  by-and-hy,  and  what  there 
is  good  in  it  was  borrowed  from  thoice. 

But  I  am  under  no  neeesuty  of  settlii^  the  exact  cxtoit  of  the  Gospel 
influence,  nor  effect  it  has  had  upon  the  lives  of  those  who  embrue  it :  let 
Christendom  be  so  small  a  part  of  the  globe  as  Gordon  has  nuule  it,  and  the 
Turks,  the  Chinese,  ^e  Tartara,  the  Iroquois,  men  of  purer  innocence  and 
stricter  probity  than  Christians.  Those  who  think  so  are  welcome  to  go 
live  among  them,  provided  th^  do  not  deure  me  to  go  with  them ;  yet  I 
never  beard  erf  anybody  doing  ao  merely  forthe  sake  Abetter  company,  nor 
nnlcae  in  aone  sw^  hopes  as  that  of  getting  a  Jaghire,  which  when  obtained 
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they  bring  home  to  spend  among  wicked  Christiana.  The  ducuuioD  of 
those  points  is  needleee  to  niT  present  purpose,  for  I  tun  not  examining  the 
sources  of  temporal  happiness  and  convenience  in  the  several  countries  upon 
earth,  but  observing  the  divine  economy  with  respect  to  the  race  of  men  in 
general,  and  by  what  gradadons  the  tree  of  sound  knowledge  has  been 
noorished  up  towards  maturity. 

It  seems  a  thing  probable  in  itself,  though  we  gave  no  heed  to  Moses, 
that  others  before  Abraham  bad  believed  the  Unity,  and  absolute  Govern, 
ment  of  God,  that  he  dealt  with  men  according  to  their  behaviour,  and  was 
good  to  all  without  exception  who  trusted  in  him  ;  so  here  were  the  seeds 
of  Faith,  and  Hope,  and  Charity,  sown  some  how  or  other  in  single  per- 
sons, or  perhaps  among  a  few  intimates  of  similar  sentiments  and  charac- 
ters. But  Abraham  lirst  made  those  the  tenets  of  a  fiunily,  embraced  by 
all  the  members  of  his  numerous  household  indiderently,  the  servants  as 
well  as  the  master  and  children,  the  gross  as  well  as  the  more  discerning  : 
so  here  was  the  beginning  of  a  communily  united  together  in  a  general 
interest  by  the  proper  cement,  a  dependence  upon  one  protector  wbo  had 
all  things  under  command.  In  the  infant  simplicity  of  mankind  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  this  family  us  much  as  possible  separate  ftom  all  others, 
that  the  cohesion  of  its  parts  might  not  be  weakened  by  external  attraction: 
from  hence  proceeded  the  great  care  taken  to  provide  Isaac  and  Jaco'i 
with  orthodox  wives,  the  eipedience  of  which  caution  appears  by  the 
examples  of  Ishmael  and  Esau,  who  intermarrying  among  the  Canaan- 
ites,  became  dismembered  from  their  pareiit  j-liuit,  and  engrafted  upon 
Idolatry. 

When  a  family  grew  into  a  nation,  the  general  interest  was  extended  to 
larger  numbers,  the  heart  of  individuals  opened  wider,  and  their  charity 
diffused  to  all  who  were  descendants  &ora  the  same  stock,  subjects  of  the 
same  law,  and  partakers  in  the  same  form  of  worship.  Yet  the  grossness 
of  early  times  being  not  worn  off,  it  was  still  neoeasary  to  employ  repulsion 
in  the  assistance  of  cohesion,  and  tbey  were  taught  to  exercise  severities 
upon  their  neighbours,  to  entertain  an  utter  aversion  and  contempt  of  all 
other  nations,  as  a  means  of  uniting  them  more  beartily  with  one  another : 
for  we  have  observed  in  a  former  part  of  this  chapter,  there  is  nothing 
cements  vulgar  minds  so  strongly  as  animosity  against  a  common  enemy. 
By  this  aversion  and  contempt,  together  with  the  ceremonies  instituted  fot 
keeping  them  in  a  compact  body,  they  were  preserved  in  the  belief  of  one 
God,  incorporeal,  supreme  over  all,  and  the  idea  of  a  general  interest 
among  the  brethren,  consequent  upon  the  former,  and  were  the  only  people 
in  whom  the  like  belief  prevailed :  for  how  largely  soever  we  may  attribute 
to  Philosophy,  with  respect  to  the  completeness  of  its  doctrines,  there  nevei 
yet  was  a  people  of  Philosophers,  nor  ever  will  be,  unless  it  can  be  coni' 
passed  liy  means  of  the  dispensation  we  are  now  speaking  of. 

Whether  they  believed  a  fiiture  state  has  been  doubted ;  it  is  plun  this 
was  DO  part  of  their  public  creed,  nor  was  any  other  immortality  propounded 
to  them  than  that  of  the  prosperity  and  endurance  of  their  nation ;  as  they 
were  a  gross  and  heavy-minded  people,  little  apt  to  make  advances  beyond 
what  was  expressly  taught  them,  it  seems  most  probable  the  generalitjr 
never  thought  so  &r  as  of  another  world,  therefore  could  neither  be  said  to 
embrace  or  reject  it.  But  such  among  them  as  were  men  of  reflection 
cculd  not  well  miss  of  a  conclusion  so  naturally  following  ^m  the  doctrine 
of  one  God,  just  and  equitable,  rewarder  of  every  man  according  to  his 
deeds,  Ijord  of  Hottp  as  well  in\'isib]e  as  visible.  Maker  of  heaven  aud 
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earth,  who  breathed  into  man  the  breath  of  Ufe ;  compared  with  the  ^reat 
inequalit/  of  fortunea  among  penons  of  the  Mme  cheiacter  here  npon  earth : 
and  at  lut,  after  a  long  coune  of  agea,  the  expectation  ot  another  life  grew 
pretty  current  amang  them ;  for  the  Fhariiees,  who  were  more  nnmerona 
than  both  the  other  sects,  believed  a  reaurrection. 

By  the  coming  of  Jesoa  the  vol  <rf  the  Temple  was  rent  in  twun,  the 
partition- wall  broken  down,  a  paiaage  opened  for  the  Gentiles  to  become 
the  people  of  God,  the  ceremonial  law  abolished,  righteoasnesa  preached  to 
the  poor,  and  the  reSDirection  to  eternal  reward  or  pmushment  expreasly 
taught  as  a  popular  doctrine.  Therefore  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  Ufe  and 
immortality  were  brought  to  light  through  the  Gospel,  notwithstanding 
they  might  be  known  to  a  few  persona  of  thought  and  refiecticHi  for  some 
agea  before :  for  when  a  man  has  written  a  hook,  and  communicated  it  to 
two  or  three  of  bis  friends,  we  do  not  say  it  has  seen  the  Ught,  we  never 
use  that  ezpression  until  he  has  pnhlished  it  to  the  world ;  in  like  manner, 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Soul,  tc^etber  with  personal  reward  and  pmushment 
after  death,  may  he  said  to  have  been  first  brought  to  light  by  that  which 
drew  it  from  the  closets  of  the  studiona,  and  procured  it  to  be  received  as  an 
undoubted  truth  by  the  public. 

And  a^  the  knowledge  of  God  among  the  vulgar,  so  the  bounds  of  charity 
were  likewise  enlarged :  for  all  of  every  nation  who  would,  were  admitted 
within  the  pale  of  salvation,  which  united  than  all  in  one  general  interest; 
and  the  communion  of  saints  waa  made  an  article  of  faith :  so  that  the 
whole  society  m  heaven  and  earth  became  one  entire  body,  actuated  by  the 
same  spirit  oS  concord  under  one  Lord  and  one  head.  fVom  the  communion 
of  interest  naturally  follows  an  equaU^  of  intrinsic  value  among  the  several 
members,  so  that  he  who  brings  a  cobbler  into  the  way<rf  salvation,  doee  as 
good  a  deed  as  if  he  could  bring  a  man  of  rank,  learning,  and  aecompheh- 
ment :  unless  as  the  latter  has  more  ability  to  do  the  same  for  others,  and 
then  the  preference  is  due  to  hitn,  not  for  hia  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of 
those  whom  be  may  advantage.  It  must  be  owned  there  are  some  harsh 
expressions  against  the  Scribes  and  Fharieees,  hypocrites,  and  such  tike, 
but  these  were  given  for  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  that  is,  for  persons  in 
whom  cohesion  was  still  so  weak  as  to  need  assistance  from  repnlsion  :  but 
for  such  as  have  ears  to  hear,  love  to  oiu*  neighbour  is  declared  the  second 
great  commandment,  and  our  neighbour  expteined  to  be  any  person,  ortho- 
dox, heretic,  or  infidel,  who  stands  in  a  situation  to  receive  a  kindness  at 
our  hands. 

19.  Thus  we  see  by  what  careful  nurture  the  tree  of  sound  Theology  has 
been  raised  among  mankind;  at  firet  confined  to  narrow  bounds,  that  it 
might  strike  strong  root  into  the  spot  where  it  grew,  and  as  it  gathered 
strength  to  repel  injuries  from  without,  was  made  still  to  shoot  out  new 
branches,  and  extend  the  old  ones  over  a  wider  compass  of  ground.  And 
bow  the  idea  of  a  general  interest  was  transferred  from  a  few  of  similar 
temper  to  a  whole  family,  from  thence  to  a  populous  nation,  to  the  profes- 
sors of  the  same  laith,  to  all  mankind ;  and  perhaps  at  length  may  spread  to 
the  universal  hoet  of  perceptive  beings :  yet  did  this  tree  grow  too  fost  for 
its  strength,  so  that  at  the  extremities  it  generated  into  a  gross  superstition, 
as  bad  as  the  idolatry  it  was  intended  to  eradicate. 

Then  it  was  that  God  permitted  Mahometism  to  grow  from  the  corrupted 
roots,  like  a  ftingus  from  rotten  wood,  and  give  ^at  excreacence  a  much 
larger  courve  thin  ever  the  parent  tree  had  reached  to.  Nor  are  we  to  think 
that  he  hereby  undid  his  own  work,  but  rather  pruned  it :  for  as  we  have  re-' 
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iDKrkecl  in  tlia  for^ioing  pagM,  that  HmtikeiuBm  makea  one  little  advBtm 
in  the  progreM  towards  trae  Religion,  uoong  those  who  were  totaUy  im- 
mersed in  sensible  ottjects,  without  suspioon  of  aaj  saperior  power  over  timm, 
aa  ii  Hahometism  somethiog  of  an  advance  to  Heathens,  and  rach  Chris- 
tians among  whom  their  Religion  had  been  so  debssed  bj  mixtores  of  bot' 
eery,  conjuration,  and  the  grossest  ioKge  worship,  as  to  bring  it  down  to 
the  letel  of  paganism.  For  whererer  the  stan^rd  of  Mahomet  baa  pre- 
Tailed,  it  has  carried  with  it  the  behef  of  one  God,  incorpcKtal,  imriaUile, 
supreme  Goranor  of  heaven  and  earth,  not  to  be  bribed  with  oblations  and 
BMorifices,  the  snre  protector  and  rewarder  of  snch  as  serve  him  faithfully, 
the  practice  of  many  moral  duties,  the  doctrine  of  future  reward  and  puniah- 
meot,  and  commnnion  of  interests  among  those  who  join  in  the  ri^t  way 
of  worship.  These  are  important  and  fimdamental  orticlea,  which  perhaps 
conld  not  have  been  otherwise  established  among  ignorant  or  depraved 
pet^le,  incapable  of  receiving  or  retaining  the  doctrines  of  a  better  system. 
Even  the  Chinese,  with  all  the  boasted  wisdom  of  their  Literati,  were  never 
able  to  ma^e  them  popular  tenets  without  its  assistance.  So  that  the  dis- 
pensation we  have  traced  down  from  the  l^^ther  of  the  Faithfal,  has  already, 
either  in  its  purity  or  its  corruption,  had  aninflnenoe,  accordii^  to  Gordon's 
reckoning,  over  three-fburths  of  the  globe. 

Yon  see  how  in  tracing  this  clue  1  keqt  clear  of  sU  that  wrangling  and 
witticism  wherewith  the  prophecies  and  mirades  have  been  pelted  by  free- 
thinkers ;  for  I  may  consent  that  the  prc^becies  shall  have  been  JQdiciously 
and  honestly,  or  entbuEiaBtically  and  craftily  interpreted,  the  miracles  ge- 
nuine sad  real,  or  typical,  allegorical,  and  coonterfeit,  as  you  please ;  still  in 
.  either  case  the  historical  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  things  have  happened 
in  the  manner  i^ve  related.  But  whatever  bos  happened  must  have  had 
certain  adequate  caosea  occasioning  it  to  &1I  out  in  tiiat  manner,  and  what- 
ever causes  have  oporsted,  mnat  hare  lain  in  a  train  derived  originally  from 
the  action  of  the  Almighty,  die  Diqioser  erf  all  events,  as  well  among  tb« 
conrses  erf  Nature  ae  the  oecurrencea  befalling  mankind ;  bat  the  event  we 
have  been  speaking  of  is  too  important  and  beneficial  for  ns  to  scruple  as- 
signing it  to  the  particular  designation  of  his  Rovidence.  For  aU  thing* 
most  necessarily  flow  from  the  First  Canse  by  some  channel  or  other,  and 
if  divine*  could  show  there  were  not  natural  causes  in  being  enfficient  to 
produce  the  effects  taken  notiee  of  above,  this  would  at  onoe  establish  the 
credit  of  the  aupematurel. 

20.  But  perhaps  it  will  not  be  allowed,  the  Fungns  can  give  nourishment 
to  anybody,  because  it  wonld  be  poisonoos  to  ns  who  have  been  used  to 
purer  diet.  And  indeed  it  most  be  owned  the  few  salolM'iaue  jnicea  it  has 
imbibed  from  the  parent  root,  have  been  vitiated  by  many  heterogeneotw 
miztores ;  such  a>  the  daty  of  religious  wars,  the  sensuality  of  future  re- 
wards, the  allowabkness  of  polygamy,  ooncobinage,  making  rontes,  cariia- 
tiona,  and  impurities  I  dare  not  dt£it  my  paper  by  naming :  which  though 
sometimes  practised  among  ChriitianB,  were  never  yet  esteemed  a  part  of 
tiieir  Religion,  nor  countenanced  thereby.  Therefare,  to  be  liberal  in  our 
argument,  let  us  give  up  the  benefits  of  Hahowetiam.  and  confine  ourselves 
to  the  profeaaors  of  Christianity,  who  though  yon  reduce  them  to  as  nanow 
a  compass  as  you  can,  will  still  be  found  more  namerous  than  the  Jews,  and 
t»  have  several  additional  l»«uches  in  their  tree  of  knowledge  which  had  not 
sprouted  forth  among  them. 

For  take  the  most  illiterate  person  among  ns,  and  he  will  lell  yen  there  is 
on*  God,  eternal,  almighty,  spiritual,  holy,  infiaitsly  wi«e  and  good,  Crentoi 
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H  ikU  m  Maker  aud  Governor  of  all  thiogt  in  beaTen  and  earth ;  that 
tenipMta  lay  waste,  earthquakea  orertura.  lightning*  strike,  diaeases  destroy, 
firei  ooimime,  aoddentt  befidl,  where  he  commaiids,  and  forbear  where  he 
withholds;  that  hia  (Hwidence  ia  ever  wakeful,  not  only  over  nations  and 
kingdoma,  bat  over  every  p«rticalar  penon,  so  that  no  good  or  evil  comea 
upon  ns  without  hia  koowladge  and  perminion  or  appointment ;  that  he 
continoallj  obMrvee  o«r  actkna,  remarka  our  words,  and  tees  into  our  moM 
tecret  thoaghts ;  that  what  diacretion  and  good  diipoaitioiis  we  have,  and 
vigoBT  ot  mind  to  act  according  to  them,  were  owing  to  him  aa  well  m  oar 
povr«n  and  our  knowledge,  for  he  giveth  us  both  to  will  and  to  do ;  never' 
theles*.  thiB  does  not  dertroy  the  jnatice  of  reward  and  poniibment,  where- 
fore it  behove*  ns  to  be  earefiil  vi  our  conduct,  for  that  he  will  raise  us  up 
to  immortality  wherein  oar  condition  shall  be  affected  by  every  deed,  awl 
word,  and  tkonght,  paaaing  with  oa  upoa  earth ;  that  there  is  a  communion 
of  Saints,  and  fellowahip  between  them  and  the  Angels ;  that  the  Cbnrdi 
inilitaot  and  triumphant  together  compose  one  body  noder  one  head,  having 
a  connection  of  interesia  dnooghout  the  whole,  that  advancing  the  glory  A 
God  by  doing  good  to  hia  universal  Church  or  any  mnaber  thmof,  accord- 
ing to  our  power*  and  oppMbnutica,  is  cur  first  doty  and  foundation  trf  all 
the  rest;  that  whatever  ia  ckme  to  the  least  amo^  oar  brethren,  be  it  no' 
more  than  giving  a  ciq>  of  cold  water,  will  not  pass  without  its  reward ; 
that  we  owe  a  love  to  enemies  and  pervecutora,  to  strangers,  aliens,  and 
is6dels,  and  ought  to  abstain  from  all  wanton  cruelties  and  needless  hurti, 
even  to  brutes  and  insecta. 

It  will  be  asked.  Do  Chriatians  r^ard  all  these  things  ?  I  am  afraid,  but 
too  little :  yet  are  they  parts  of  all  their  Creeds,  for  the  meanest  among  them 
will  acknowledge  their  troth  whenever  put  in  mind  of  it,  though  the  words 
coming  in  at  one  ear  commonly  paat  ant  again  at  the  other  the  moment  after 
their  sound  is  over.  W^,  bnt  do  not  the  free-thinkers  hold  the  same  arti- 
cles too  ?  lltat  I  cannot  tdl :  I  have  beard  some  of  them  stickle  mainly 
f<H-  the  abaolnte  contingeBcy  of  human  action,  the  sdf-aufficieucy  of  the  will 
to  do  good  or  evil,  the  intrioaio  personal  diflerence  between  man  and  man,' 
nnderived  tnxa  any  ouue  or  auteoedeat  provision  of  the  Almighty,  the 
Ijmjt^rtwn^  npon  his  power  by  the  uncreated  natoK  of  things,  his  inabttity  to 
make  a  bigot  or  a  snpentitioiis  parson  haj^y.  However,  I  hope  they  do 
hold  moet  of  tiie  tenets  beJbie  mentiaiied :  bnt  whence  got  they  the  know- 
ledg«  of  Aem  ?  not  from  discoveries  made  by  their  own  sagacitr,  1  m^ 
ventm  to  a^ :  nor  I  believe  from  the  remains  of  ancient  philosophy,  for 
aome  of  them  are  not  to  be  found  there.  They  were  once  under  the  nurse 
^d  the  school-master,  who  it  is  well  known  have  been  uMd  to  inculcate 
■odi  things,  to  whom  therefore  it  may  be  presnined  the  principles  they  re-' 
tain  of  theirs  were  owing,  notwithstanding  they  afiect  to  hold  them  in  such 
utter  contempt. 

31.  Since  then  we  aee  that  God  has  been  ptensed,  by  an  extraordinary 
series  of  events,  contmuing  from  the  infancy  of  mankind,  to  nourish  up  a 
Religion  whereby  purer  sentinMots  of  himself  and  a  more  extensive  diBrity 
are  introduced  among  tbe  vulgar,  thftn  has  ever  been  done  any  other  way, 
why  shotild  we  scm^  to  av^  ooraelves  of  die  benefits  to  be  drawn  Aere. 
from,  as  well  as  anyoungwe  can  gather  from  the  ocmtemplation  of  Nature* 
fi^  bioth  are  Ins  work,  and  bodi  deserve  our  varioos  Utention  npon  that  *c- 
eonnt.  Ilie  couree  of  aAirs  respecting  the  moral  world  proceed*,  equally 
with  tke  ODOae*  <^  nature,  from  tbe  W^  and  eternal  paq>ose,  the  Word  0** 


by  Google 


S36  UIVINE  ECONUMY. 

Cuvenor.t  of  God,  «tykd  in  Pytbogorean  langnage  the  Oath  of  Jove ;  then- 
fure  we  do  not  reverence  the  Oath  while  we  coDtinue  to  treat  either  branch 
of  it  lightly :  and  experience  of  former  times  maj  convince  na  how  expedient 
it  is  to  employ  both  for  supporting  and  atrengtbeoing  one  another. 

FfailoBophy  has  never  been  able,  notwithstanding  many  attempts  by 
etjiools  and  lectures,  by  wiae  sayings,  fables,  and  all^ries,  to  sprud  her 
treasures  among  the  multitude,  nor  gain  authority  enough  to  make  her 
tenets  received.  Neither  could  she  furnish  her  adepts  with  all  the  just  senti* 
ments  of  God  and  principles  urging  to  extensive  charity  which  are  to  be 
found  in  a  common  Christian,  whose  system  contains  sounder  notions  even 
of  natural  Religion,  more  profitable  to  the  mind  than  they  were  acquainted 
with;  as  may  appear  on  comparing  of  j(  13,  with  the  last  section.  Neither 
could  she  prevent  them,  longer  than  tmrn  Pythagoras  to  the  inunediate 
scholars  of  Socrates,  from  debasing  her  sublimest  ideas  by  intennixtores  of 
many  idle  questions,  concerning  the  existence  of  epedes,  forms,  and  quali- 
ties, distinct  from  the  subjects  possessing  them,  the  evidence  of  the  senses, 
the  evil  of  pain,  the  snmmum  bonum,  the  mystic  powers  of  certain  numbers, 
divmation,  prodigies,  angaries,  oracles,  and  such  like. 

On  the  other  hand,  experience  testifies  what  wild  work  has  been  made 
with  Religion  when  once  men  begin  to  cry  down  the  use  of  reason.  When* 
ever  headlong  zeal  and  implicit  foith  gain  the  ascendant,  it  becomes  an 
engine  of  crdt,  ambition,  and  spiritual  tyranny,  a  bundle  o(  superstitions 
and  gross  absurdities ;  instead  of  peace  and  love  and  heartfelt  solace,  it  was 
intended  to  produce,  it  changes  into  a  perpetual  source  of  terror,  censorious* 
ness,  and  itUbumour,  a  fireband  of  war,  animosity,  and  persecution ;  it 
gives  admission  to  troops  of  witches,  fairies,  spectres,  apparitions,  dreams, 
prognostics,  and  the  idlest  follies  of  paganism ;  its  sscred  records  are  made 
to  recdve  a  mystic  interpretation  according  to  the  roles  of  the  Cabbala,  if 
that  can  be  called  an  interpretation  which  renders  them  unintelligible  or 
contradictory  to  common  sense;  the  few  forms  and  ceremonies  belonging  to 
it,  calculated  upon  the  sensitivo-rational  constitution  of  human  nature, 
turned  into  a  kind  of  m^ic  operation  by  charm  and  conjuration,  and  this 
operation  strenuously  contended  for  eometiroes  by  men  of  great  learning 
and  honest  intentions.  This  being  the  case  both  of  Religion  and  Philosophy 
when  esteemed  enemies  to  one  another,  discretion  will  incline  us  to  en- 
deavour an  union  and  partnership  between  them,  that  we  may  draw  our 
advantages  from  both;  taking  hints  from  one  for  making  improvements  in 
the  other,  and  employing  the  means  furnished  by  one  for  giving  currency  to 
die  other. 

Nor  can  we  offend  agtunst  either  by  this  manner  of  proceeding,  for  the 
Gospel  was  preached  to  the  poor,  the  sentiments  inculcated  there  were  cal- 
cnlated  for  general  use,  many  things  ddivered  in  parables  to  be  beard  only 
by  him  that  hath  ears  to  hear,  instructions  given,  that  were  capable  o( 
various  interpretations ;  as  if  on  purpose  to  put  us  upon  exerting  our 
sagacity  and  judgment  in  discovering  their  genuine  Sense  by  help  of  our 
aalural  lights.  Refined  speculationB,  profitable  only  for  particular  persons 
not  reckoned  among  the  poor,  are  left  to  the  investigations  of  human  rea- 
son, which  we  may  presume  sufficient  for  the  task  :  therefore  as  there  are 
BO  directions  given  for  her  assistance  therein,  so  neither  are  there  any  fmt- 
bttutions  against  taking  her  course.  For  though  St.  Paul  warns  to  beware 
of  the  vain  babblings  ^  Philosophy,  it  does  not  follow  from  thence,  that  he 
would  condemn  all  attention  to  Philosophy  whenever  she  talks  pertinently: 
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for  this  would  be  maUng  him  u  inconndenite  u  the  free-thinker,  who  raiu 
down  Rdigion  itself  beoinse  he  has  jiut  reason  to  beware  of  the  v&in  nnper- 
(titkias  in  Religion. 

But  Religion  is  not  alwayi  rapentitionB,  nor  Philoeophy  alwayi  a  bab- 
bler, aa  we  may  gather  from  what  the  same  St.  Paul  tells  us  oonceroing 
the  GentUes,  among  whom  I  know  of  nothing  better  they  had  than  Philo- 
aopby  :  for  he  says,  God  did  not  leave  them  withont  a  witness  erf  himself; 
for  the  invisible  things  of  bim,  that  ia,  his  external  power  and  Godhead, 
are  seen  by  the  creation,  being  made  manifest  in  his  woiics.  And  sorely 
a  scene  wherein  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead  are  displayed,  is  not  nn- 
woithy  the  contemplation  even  of  such  as  may  have  other  displays  of  the 
same.  For  bb  we  are  told  that  man  liveth  not  by  bread  alone,  but  by 
every  word  which  cometfa  oat  of  the  mouth  of  God :  so  are  we  warranted 
to  say  upon  experience  of  fscts,  that  the  spiritual  life  is  not  snataiDed  by 
the  written  word  alone,  hnt  la  conjunction  with  that  other  word,  proceed- 
ing from  the  same  mouth,  exhibited  apon  the  face  of  nature  in  characters 
legible  by  human  understanding. 

22.  lien  if  we  regard  the  interest  of  Philosophy,  and  the  interest  of 
mankind,  there  is  no  cause  to  fear  they  should  receive  damage  by  joining 
Religion  to  oo-operate  with  reason.  The  beet  policied  and  most  flonrish- 
ing  states  have  been  remarkable  for  their  attachment  to  the  forms  of  belief 
and  modes  ot  worship  established  among  them,  and  in  proportion  as  these 
lust  their  credit,  they  fell  into  confasion  and  decay.  This  we  may  learn 
Irom  historians,  particularly  Polybins,  one  ot  the  most  judicious  and  dearest 
from  superstition  among  them,  who  attributes  the  then  disjointed  condition 
of  the  Greeks  to  their  contempt  for  the  sacrednese  of  an  oath :  and  Cicero, 
in  his  treatise  upon  the  laws,  ascribes  the  vigour  ot  the  Roman  common- 
wealth to  their  veneration  for  anguries,  and  other  public  or  fiunily  cere- 
monies received  from  tlieir  ancestor*.  If  we  would  take  example  from  the 
Philosophers,  we  shall  find  that  Pythagoras,  Socrates,  and  others  of  the 
soundest,  were  no  ridicnlers  of  established  doctrines  or  fonns  of  worship, 
but  strove  to  turn  them  to  profit^le  uses,  and  lead  men  by  popular  opinions 
into  such  sentiments  of  philosophy  as  they  were  capable  of  receiving ;  and 
often  endeavoured  by  Mythology  to  allegorize  the  Gods  into  the  powers  of 
Nature,  afleGtioua  of  the  mind  and  moral  virtoes ;  of  which  we  have  given 
specimens  in  Eros  and  Eiis,  the  Thalassian  and  Uranian  Venus. 

How  then  do  we  imagine  Pythagoras  or  Socrates  wonld  behave  were 
they  now  to  rise  up  amongst  as  ?  would  they  undertake  to  prove  Chris- 
tianity not  mysterious,  or  as  old  as  the  creation,  or  to  undermine  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  literal  prophecy  ?  would  they  perpetually  afiright 
men  with  the  dangers  ctf  priestcraft,  affect  to  ridicule  everything  esteemed 
sacred,  puzzle  the  ignorant  with  their  archness,  or  unsettle  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar  with  their  witticisms  ?  Pythagoras  you  may  think  was  a  solemn  old 
don,  and  so  might  not  care  to  deal  in  joking  for  want  of  a  talent  that  way  r 
for  it  is  a  bvoorite  position  with  our  moderns,  that  every  man  loves  a  Joke, 
even  in  argumentation,  if  he  be  able  to  make  one ;  and  they  quote  Elijah 
for  a  precedent,  who  joked  upon  the  four  hundred  priests  of  BaaL  Never- 
theless, Socrates  was  an  exception  to  this  rule,  for  you  must  allow  him  a 
man  of  as  much  wit  and  bouoBr  as  ever  lived;  yet  he  knew  how  to  be 
merry  and  wise,  when  to  be  witty  and  when  to  forbear,  nor  ever  suffered 
his  humour  to  outrun  his  discretion,  but  attended  to  the  check  of  his  Demon 
upon  every  present  impulse. 
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Tberafore  he  nfrer  attempted  to  bring  the  |niestB  or  their  orsdes  into 
contempt,  to  diacradit  the  Elwwnian  myMeriw,  nor  abuse  the  Gods  or  their 
images.  Neither  did  he  strive  to  unaettle  anybody  in  their  notions,  unices 
when  etaodiog  in  Iho  way  of  eomethiDg  mora  solid  he  wanted  to  introduce  : 
for  he  always  had  regard  to  the  Coi  bono,  the  cooKqaences  to  the  party 
or  the  public  and  aimed  not  to  mach  to  teach,  as  to  put  hia  scholar  in 
a  way  how  to  find  oat  for  himself.  So  he  was  not  positive  nor  dogmatical, 
nor  fond  of  that  enrcssion  so  much  afiected  now-a-daya  t)y  some  folks,  1 
will  venture  to  Hiy,forlie  never  ventured  to  say  anything  except  one,  which 
was,  that  he  know  nothing,  bat  only  professed  to  practise  his  motfaer'a  art  of 
midwifery  by  deUreriog  other  persona  he  saw  labouring  with  thoughts  that 
could  not  find  an  issue :  his  method  was  to  start  doubts  and  objections  innu- 
merable, not  with  design  to  leave  tilings  in  uncertainty,  bat  in  order  that  by 
the  worldngBofthem  in  theniind,  the  hearer  might  be  delivered  of  something 
steady,  certain,  and  «alutary.  How  then  cna  we  better  imitate  him  than  by 
sedung  ft  rational  construction  of  all  the  popular  doctrines,  which  when  found 
may  jasUy  be  presumed  the  genuine  tense  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
teacher  }  for  Uiie  is  no  more  than  eVery  privMe  man  is  entitled  to,  that  his 
words  should  be  understood  in  the  best  sense  they  ar«  c&pable  of  bearing. 

And  we  have  the  better  enconrigement  to  this  method  of  proceeding, 
because  the  materials  we  have  to  work  upon  are  more  easily  susceptible  of 
a  useful  interpretation,  than  any  vulgar  opinions  Socrates  had  to  do  with. 
How  roaay  excellent  discounes  have  we  on  morality,  so  interlarded  with 
tests  as  to  contain  little  dse  beside  the  threads  of  connection  joining  them 
into  a  regular  piece?  but  who  cottld  do  the  like  with  any  system  of  opinions 
current  among  the  vulgar  in  Greece  or  Rome  ?  who  could  make  an  in- 
structive, moral  discourse  with  c|aotatioD  oat  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses, 
which  I  know  not  wheUier  it  may  not  he  regarded  aa  the  Bible  of  Pagan- 
ism ?  Perhi^N  some  very  good  reflections  might  be  picked  up  from  thence 
here  and  there ;  but  every  part  of  our  Bible  has  been  made  use  of  at  some 
lime  or  other,  to  enforce  the  moral  doties  and  principles  of  natural  Reli- 
^oa  i  even  the  marvellous  part  shave  been  serviceably  applied  that  way,  but 
what  could  yon  do  with  die  marvdlous  in  Ovid  ? 

93.  Aa  to  what  there  is  of  form  and  discipline,  deference  to  authority, 
and  peculiar  artides  of  Faith  distinct  from  those  of  sound  Philosophy,  for 
they  may  be  distinct  without  being  opposite  or  hurtful  thereto,  it  will  be- 
come OS  to  study  earefolly  their  several  usea  and  natural  tendency,  as  a 
pbysidau  would  bis  materia  medica ;  and  likewise  the  coocUtion  of  human 
nature,  and  diaraicien  of  our  cotemporaries,  as  he  does  the  constitution  of 
his  patient,  in  order  to  see  to  whut  services  they  may  be  profitably  applied, 
and  what  dangers  at  misapplication  are  to  be  guarded  against.  If  we  per- 
ceive any  tunung  tbem  into  unintelligible  mysteries,  or  ascribing  to  them 
an  intrinsic  value  and  efficacy,  or  conceiving  them  to  operate  in  tiie  way  of 
Dtagic,  charm,  and  conjuration,  it  would  be  a  good  deed  to  prevent  it  as 
there  is  opportunity ;  still  having  a  regard  to  what  is  feasible  aA  well  as 
what  is  rif^t  in  theory,  and  not  perusting  madly  to  kick  against  the  pricks. 

But  we  must  not  be  too  rigorous  in  this  point,  for  neither  the  illiterate 
nor  le»ned  volgar  can  always  trace  the  connection  between  causes  and 
cfletts  a  little  remote,  nor  discern  the  um«  and  natural  consequences  of 
tfaiags  recommended  upon  good  anthority,  yet  they  will  imagine  a  reason 
where  they  sec  none  i  in  which  case  they  nnavoidahly  mingle  a  spice  of 
charm  and  conjuration  in  their  system :  this  it  will  be  prudent  to  remove 
gently  by  such  management  aa  they  have  calmness  and  capacity  to  bear. 
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Bit  we  mnat  not  expoct  to  remove  it  entirdjr,  nor  ie  it  klwajn  necciaiy 
we  abovld ;  for  there  ue  »om»  miitda  which  cannot  do  without  it,  and  to 
■nofa  it  will  not  be  hnrtfiil. 

I  hnre  obaared  in  k  fbnner  place  that  mpentition  is  relative,  the  uune 
eooMpbona  being  innocent  and  profitable  to  one  man,  which  would  be  n- 
pcntitioi]*  in  another :  how  grote  wotrver  they  be,  yet  if  they  are  the  purest 
be  oan  entertain  upon  the  snbject,  they  are  the  properest  for  him.  There 
an  sone  roha  and  observance*  very  nacfol  for  «nch  aa  canoot  discern  their 
nsei ;  the  main  point  is  to  gain  a  reception  o(  them,  by  pointiaf  out  their 
expedience  where  we  can  mako  it  onderatood,  where  we  cannot,  by  any 
o^er  method  feeuble.  Therefore  the  weakly  piooa,  or  learned  man,  who 
penuades  himself  that  God  has  infused  a  magical  virtue  into  certain  cere- 
■Mmies  and  compoutions  of  matter,  is  lea*  hnrtfol  either  to  himself  or  to  thq 
public,  than  the  free-thinker,  who  shrewdly  finding  ont  there  can  be  no  in- 
trinsic vahie  in  them,  denies  them  any  value  at  all,  becanse  he  has  not  calm- 
neas  or  sagacity  emmgfa  to  trace  out  their  expedience. 

If  I  might  be  permitted  to  propose  a  medium,  I  would  recommend  that 
whatever  we  a^iprehaid  commanded  by  Ood,  wbiidi  we  ^ould  otherwise 
bsrve  thought  useless  end  trifling,  should  be  received  in  the  same  idea  as  wc 
do  the  recipes  of  a  physidau :  we  do  not  inagiiM  him  pntUng  a  virtue  and 
efficacy  into  his  drugs  they  had  not  before,  hot  skilful  to  know  their  qualities, 
and  discerning  tbem  to  be  proper  for  ooroonstitntion  and  present  condition 
of  body ;  so  we  take  tbem  down  as  the  very  things  we  shoold  have  chosen 
for  omvetves,  had  we  aa  much  dull  as  he.  In  like  maimer  I  apprehend 
there  is  nothing  irrdigioiu  in  snpposing  that  God  never  gives  an  arbitrary 
command  whi^  has  not  a  pradentiaf  foondation  in  bis  constitottons  ot 
Natmv  and  nrovidence,  nor  annexes  a  virtue  and  efficacy  to  things  insig- 
nificant ;  bnt  that  he  knows  perfectly  the  condition  of  his  creatures,  what 
Ofaniona  and  practicea  will  natnrally  condnce  to  oar  good,  aad  graciously 
points  them  out  to  ns  where  we  could  not  have  discovwed  them  :  therefore 
we  are  to  reverence  his  Wisdom  without  gainsaying,  believing  the  things 
•BjoiBed  thereby  are  the  very  same  wc  shmild  have  dtosen  in  prudence  of 
our  own  accord,  had  we  a  full  and  aocuratc  knowledge  of  the  orcumstanoea 
we  stand  in,  and  bow  everything  would  afiect  us. 

And  the  like  presumption  may  justly  prerai]  in  a  lower  degree  with  respect 
to  the  institutions  establiEhed  by  men,  which  may  have  a  real  use  founded 
fai  hnrosu  nature,  though  it  may  not  be  readily  exphuned  to  every  ingenuoua 
well-bred  gentleman,  wk)  dansods  it  at  a  ocAe-honse. 

By  taking  things  in  this  light,  we  shall  eaciqw  an  ob^nacy  of  seal  for 
old  fosms,  and  leave  an  openii^  for  reformation  when  they  appear  mani- 
feady  to  have  an  evil  tendency  :  for  then  we  may  coodude  the  command 
hsa  been  miaiatsrprrted,  or  that  it  was  ocoasional  and  temporary,  losing  its 
expedienoe  and  obligation  upon  a  change  in  the  characters  of  mankind,  in 
wfaich  caae  it  woiild  be  as  absurd  to  adhere  to  it  tnflexiUy,  ae  to  coutinuie 
the  regimen  preacribed  for  a  fever,  when  one  afterwards  faiUs  into  a  dr^»- 
aioal  or  paralytic  disorder. 

34.  Borne  d^ree  of  attention  to  rule  and  discipline  will  do  hurt  to  n» 
man,  far  we  have  all  more  or  leas  a  mixture  of  the  Angel  and  of  the  bmte : 
therefore  we  Most  nse  soine  management  with  the  brutal  facalty,  that  it  may 
stasd  ready  to  aeslBt  in  tke  servicea  of  reason,  or  even  to  do  her  wcn-k  at 
intorvali  irtiile  ahe  hes  asleep.  I  have  endeavoured  in  a  fnmer  place  to 
■how  of  how  gnK  inpoTtaaoe  it  is  to  have  a  well-discipLined  imagioatica, 
z2 
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for  thtt  is  the  sera  or'the  habits,  the  moral  senses,  and  tb«  virtnee,  which 
must  impel  epoataueoualy  to  action  before  they  can  be  pronounced  cumplete  : 
nor  do  the  most  salativy  conTictions  of  the  Dndentanding  become  a  BKving 
Faith,  until  they  have  made  a.  lodgement  there.  Bat  fbnn  «nd  ctutom  uid 
ceremony  have  a  great  effect  upon  the  imaginatioii  to  rivet  perBuaHona  and  sen- 
timentB,  aod  may  be  eerviceably  emi^oyed  in  rendering  apecolation  practical. 

Men  of  gtrong  reason  and  moch  thuoght  may  have  occasion  for  less  of 
them  than  others,  yet  do  they  not  deserve  to  be  totally  neglected,  even  by 
such  who  Hay  find  their  aocoont  in  a  judicious  choice  and  application  of  tiiem. 
However  it  must  be  owned  that  the  bulk  of  mankind,  partly  by  want  of  ca- 
pacity, partly  by  continual  engagement  to  their  professions  and  ways  of  life, 
are  necessitated  to  take  direction  from  the  inferior  faculty  :  if  they  use  thdr 
reason,  it  is  for  making  application  of  their  rules  and  principles  to  particular 
cases,  bat  the  rules  and  principles  themselves  tbey  moat  take  from  authority 
and  custom :  they  believe  a  thing  because  they  never  heard  it  controverted 
they  follow  a  measure  of  conduct  because  they  find  it  practised  by  everybody 
of  character,  having  something  else  to  do  than  pursue  the  lioe  of  expedience 
up  to  the  origiatd  soorce  through  all  its  long  and  intricate  channels.  Thera- 
fore,  if  any  man  thinks  he  can  manage  veA  enough  for  himself  without  aid 
of  authority  or  received  customs,  still  it  is  an  unpardonable  selfidinees  to 
take  no  thought  for  others  around  him. 

But  dwre  is  a  nanrowneas  of  Soul  too  freqnendy  prevailing  as  well  amon; 
your  great  reasoners  as  your  very  pious  people,  which  makes  them  fond  at 
contracting  the  pale  of  Salvation,  and  forward  to  entertain  a  coateinpt  and 
utter  neglect  of  all  except  a  few  choice  spirits  of  their  own  torn.  'Whereas 
sound  Philosophy  end  sound  Religion  recommend  a  genotins  onivereally 
charitable  temper  as  the  most  desiraUe  possession  and  principal  charac- 
teristic of  their  professors,  and  teach  that  in  the  most  ignoraut,  despicable, 
low-minded  human  creature  there  lies  an  immortal  Soul  capable  of  hapfmieM 
in  another  state,  equally  with  the  best  bred,  the  most  accomplished  or  refined. 
Whoever  therefore  would  approve  himself  a  true  Philoeopher,  as  well  as  he 
that  tlesires  to  be  a  truly  reUgious  man,  ought  to  consider  his  honest  nei^u 
hours,  though  not  specnlatists,  and  the  vulgar,  no  less  than  himself ;  and 
contribute  by  his  words  andezample  toiqthold  the  sacredness  of  those  forma 
and  principles  wUch  nray  be  serviceable  to  them,  though  such  as  he  esteems 
needless  and  anavailing  for  his  own  uses. 

Nevertheless,  if  we  could  persuade  ourselves  it  were  allowable  to  regard 
the  interests  of  Philosophy  alone,  yet  are  they  so  liable  to  be  sfiected  by  opi< 
nions  of  common  currency,  that  it  were  prudent  to  take  some  care  of  ^e 
latter  for  sake  of  the  former :  for  no  man  ever  struck  out  his  own  system 
from  the  beginnmg  entirely  by  his  own  single  efforts,  bat  took  his  rise  from 
some  beaten  gromid  already  prepared  for  his  use,  therefore  it  is  of  the  utmost 
consequence  what  ground  he  bas  to  take  his  rise  from.  The  yomig  Philo- 
Boi^er,  before  he  has  the  benefit  of  his  own  judgment,  is  equipped  for  his 
fbtnre  progress  by  bis  parents,  his  tutors,  and  the  company  he  happens  to 
fall  in  amongst :  they  lead  him  into  acuteness  of  observation  and  sound 
manner  of  judging  upon  ordinary  things,  the  idea  of  an  inviuble  power,  the 
regard  to  nitnrity,  the  Imdabkneas  of  application  with  which  be  makes  his 
■nbeeqnent  discoveries :  according  to  the  principles  they  instil  into  him  or 
the  few  siqwratitions,  sensual  taates,  and  gross  conceptions  they  inculcate, 
he  has  the  len  to  do  afterwards,  either  to  ingraft  or  to  eradicate,  and  the 
clearer  passage  before  him  for  making  further  improvements. 

Nor  is  it  practicable  to  throw  off  all  tincture  <^  the  nursery,  the  achool. 
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«r  the  diniiig>rooiii :  those  who  think  they  have  doae  it  moet  effectually  still 
retain  a  apice  i  for  it  ia  from  thence  they  annex  the  ideas  of  charm  and 
mag;ic  to  certain  forma  and  ceremonies  not  joined  therewith  by  the  ableBt 
dtM^orv  of  oar  Church ;  from  thmce  they  drew  all  tbcv  have  positive  ia 
Rdigion,  for  their  peculiar  doctrines  are  barely  negative,  not  to  believe  a 
ninde,  not  to  admit  a  prophecy,  not  to  mind  a  prieet,  not  to  submit  to 
any  disdpline.  Iliey  ore  mi^ty  assiduona  in  te«cbing  men  what  they 
■hoold  not  do,  but  nothing  of  what  tfaey  ahould  do,  unless  perhaps  to  deU 
with  honour  in  your  tnuitaclionB,  to  be  well-behaved,  and  to  see  witii  your 
own  eye* ;  and  those  I  Boppoge  the  nnrae  and  the  [Kicst  had  bid  them  be 
careful  of  before ;  if  they  add  anything  of  their  own,  it  is  no  more  than  an 
extension  of  the  last  rule,  to  see  with  your  own  eyes  for  discerning  things 
that  lie  out  of  your  sight.  Neither  when  we  come  from  under  tuition  to 
act  and  think  for  ourselves,  can  we  totally  escape  the  influence  of  sympathy, 
but  the  sentiments  and  imaginations  of  the  company  we  consort  with  will 
imperceptibly  insinuate  among  our  own. 

To  these  causes  it  mast  be  owing  that  tM  gnat  lengtlu  of  knowledge  are 
ever  run  by  any  persons  in  barbarous  countries,  but  the  greatest  proficiency 
has  always  been  made  in  the  moot  civilized  and  best-principled  nations ;  for 
there  is  no  such  difference  in  soils  and  lineages  as  that  one  may  produce 
science  but  another  not :  we  live  in  the  tame  climate  inhabited  by  the 
painted  Britons,  who  when  transported  to  Rome,  were  found  fit  only  for 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water ;  and  are  descended  from  them  mingled 
with  Saxons,  Danes.  Normans,  and  Jntlanderv,  who  knew  no  better  &ids 
than  Thor  and  Woden,  nor  other  science  than  war  and  destruction.  Science 
bc^fan  to  show  a  few  signs  of  life  upon  the  introduction  of  Christianity 
among  our  ancestors,  obacured  as  it  was  by  Popish  superstitions,  which  ren- 
dered it  no  light  but  rather  darkness  visible ;  then  the  jargon  of  school 
divinity  and  Aristotle  miBunderstood  occupied  thethooghts  of  the  stndious. 
As  early  as  Edward  III.  there  were  persons  who  saw  through  this  veil  of 
darkness,  yet  could  they  do  little  more  than  discover  that  it  was  a  veil :  but 
from  the  Reformation,  learning  of  all  kinds,  both  human  and  divine,  has 
made  a  surprising  progress,  and  1  hope  it  is  still  gaining  ground  in  the  long 
journey  towards  .peifection.  In  like  manner,  if  we  were  to  search  all  his- 
tory, I  imagine  it  would  be  found  that  the  degree  of  pnrhy  in  Religion  and 
soundness  in  judgment  among  the  speculative  has  ever  borne  a  proportion 
to  tfart  among  the  generality,  both  riung  and  foiling  together,  because  mu- 
tually affecting  one  another. 

25.  This  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  moment  to  the  most 
refined  what  qnalified  neighboors  they  have  to  live  amongst :  which  consi- 
deration alone,  if  there  were  none  more  weighty,  might  incline  us  to  wish 
them  as  just  sentiments  in  Religion  and  morality  as  they  are  capable,  or 
willing  to  entertain :  bnt  these  things  can  never  be  made  to  prevail  gene- 
rally without  aid  of  forms,  ceremonies,  customs,  and  articlea  received  upon 
authority. 

After  the  freedoms  I  have  used  and  pains  I  have  taken  throughout  the 
foregoing  work  to  view  everything  in  the  light  of  nature,  I  cannot  well  bo 
suspected  of  a  fondness  for  the  magical,  the  marvellous,  and  mysterious : 
I  am  rather  apprehensive  of  having  given  oAnce  by  endeavouring  to  lessen 
the  mysteries  of  some  points,  which  were  thought  to  abound  in  them  moat 
copiously.  And  yet  I  declare  that  if  I  had  the  tuition  of  a  porter,  or  even 
of  an  honest,  sensible  fox-hunter  disposed  to  listen  to  me  attentively  for 
seven  years,  I  could  not  undertake  to  work  in  him  the  persoaiiion*  I  think  it 
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higfaly  expedient  for  him  to  entertain,  apoa  the  groundi  wher«oa  1  boiU 
them  for  myself :  tbenforc  esteem  it  very  hsppy  there  is  «  coda  in  cndit,  for 
which  the  seatijiieats  one  would  wish  to  iataae  do  ao  natarBlly  follow. 

What  ooold  have  been  done  witli  the  pagan  Theology  or  the  UabotMba 
Koran  ?  we  mnst  bare  worked  hard  with  the  tmiMnuting  proccw,  and  alle- 
gorized them  into  a  doctrine  never  tkou^t  of  by  the  compiler* :  iriMrcaS 
now  we  need  only  dear  away  the  pervereitiea  and  myMic  obeenritiea,  that 
have  overgrown  in  length  of  time,  and  develcq)  tlw  genuine  ecnse  intended 
to  be  conveyed  on  the  delivery,  to  prodoce  a  regular  oonaiitent  eyUem  agra^ 
able  to  nature  and  reaaon. 

The  long-  and  iutrieate  dedootiDBa  of  adeace,  woriied  up  with  the  ilendR 
threads  of  distincttoo,  will  never  do  far  oommcu  oae:  the  man  of  bnnneea 
has  not  time  for  euch  piddling  wodi,  the  poliihed  gentleman  ia  above  inch  dry 
«nd  muaty  inveetigatioiu  ;  ao  he  mnat  take  something  upon  bnM  from  those 
plodding  fdlowB  who  have  do  better  taate  than  for  toil  and  drudgery.  It 
IB  necessary  to  shorten  the  line  for  hit  use,  by  bringing  the  two  ends  together 
without  troubling  him  with  the  whole  length:  in  which  case  there  is  agreat 
ohance  but  be  will  annex  tome  idee  ttf  charm  or  me^  virtoc,  becaoee  an 
efficacy  seema  to  jump  at  once  from  Uie  cause  to  a  remote  e&ct,  whervwith 
it  baa  no  apparrat  not  immediate  connection. 

Nor  it  Ik  singular  in  these  imagiaattoni,  for  one  may  obeerve  the  like 
in  the  profound  and  the  speculative ;  how  currently  do  we  talk  of  Natun 
and  Chance,  and  think  we  dearly  underetand  tiiese  terms  because  they  are 
in  everybody's  mouth !  Some  who  would  be  thought  the  deq>eat  reaaoners, 
have  made  them  Firet  Caoaes,  and  the  BDundest  i^  vary  early  Philoeopbers, 
thoflgb  they  admitted  a  God,  acem  to  have  supposed  him  an  o^rhig  of 
Natcre.or  at  least  that  the  materials  hehad  to  woii  upon  were  of  her  property. 
But  what  is  Chance  conndend  aa  a  first  mover,  or  Nature  as  an  original 
sustainer  of  ignorance  7  They  we  no  snbstancea,  they  are  no  Beings,  they 
are  powers  without  an  agent,  qualities  without  a  subject ;  on  idea  as  inex- 
plicable to  the  fall  as  any  virtues  supposed  inherent  in  sacred  rites ;  why 
then  should  we  think  one  a  more  absurd  and  ridioufcoa  notion,  or  more  per- 
nicious to  be  entertained  than  the  other,  ao  aa  to  aet  ourselvee  to  eimdKate 
it  at  all  events  ? 

I  would  not  take  paine  to  penaada  anybody  that  Crod  has  annexed  an 
extraordinary  virtue  or  efficacy  to  any  fl»m,  ceremony,  ptaee,  day,  or  assent 
to  some  speculative  pmpoeition,  whit^  he  had  not  given  them  in  his  original 
constitution  of  nature  and  plan  of  providence  reapectiag  the  moral  wortd, 
for  to  inculcate  inch  peranaaion  woald  be  deahog  insiaoerdy :  I  would  en- 
deavonr  to  study  hurosn  nature,  particulariy  the  senntive  ^ndty,  seat  of 
the  apprehensions,  habits,  and  aieotions  ;  observe  carefully  their  remotest 
tendendes  and  influence  upon  one  anotlier,  and  wiiat  opinions  or  [Hvoticea 
might  be  applied  most  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  as  bringing  them  nearest 
to  a  just  sentiment  of  God,  a  wtiafaction  of  mind  within  themselves,  and  a 
mutual  charity  among  one  another.  Whatever  f  judged  most  condBoive  to 
those  purpose*,  idl  circumstaaces  considered,  T  vrould  recommend,  or  join 
in  my  vote  with  those  who  had  already  recommended  it ;  cxplaiiuBg  my 
own  idea  by  the  chain  of  natural  consequences  where  I  ooidd,  ior  I  sboold 
always  wish  to  do  aa  much  by  reason  a*  possible ;  but  where  I  faniid  this 
impracticable,  th«a  having  reoowsa  to  authority  or  genoral  estimation 
enforcing  it  as  matter  of  doty,  tha  due  perfcniMmce  whereof  w31  dmw  down 
the  blesaii^  of  God.  If  anybody  of  tus  own  accord  will  annex  the  Idea  of 
f  supernatural  virtue  or  efficacy,  I  sboold  be  cautioas  of  contradioting  hint. 
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whik  tbere  wu  a  hazard  that  be  mieht  ttient^  loM  the  idea  of  any  dotf 
or  advipableneM  at  all :  for  1  am  for leaviog  every  oae  to  his  own  notions. 
nnlan  upon  a  probability  of  wobanging  them  for  betUr.  To  do  otherwiae. 
thoogh  faM>  commonly  prwtiatd.  aMms  to  me  aa  iuoonsiderale,  aa  if  upon' 
aeeiag  four  neigbbonr  live  in  an  ill-built  inconimodion*  house,  yon  shall 
beat  it  ahvat  hit  ears,  withoot  nqtplying  him  with  materials,  or  fumiahing 
him  a  plaa  to  build  anothfo'. 

26.  Thus  I  have  andeavonred  to  make  it  iq>pear,  hgw  God,  by  the 
pToviawBi  of  bis  Wiadotn.  bM  raiced  op  the  two  trees  of  knowledge,  Fhilo> 
■ophy,  and  Religion,  from  little  wede,  by  alow  and  suoceseive  gradations, 
and  how  apt,  they  ara,  by  their  mutual  influence,  to  purify  and  meliorate  each 
other :  for  when  set  at  too  great  distaoce  apart,  Fhiloeophy  becomes  a  vain 
babbler,  and  Beligion  a  euperatitloHs  en(diBnb«u.  Iliiercfore  it  is  highly 
expadMBt  to  approxioutte  them  aa  near  as  possible,  that  they  may  engraft 
into  each  other  by  approach :  for  their  juicea  will  mellow  by  Tninglinj 
together,  thor  braoches  grow  mere  vigorona  over  a  larger  compass  ^ 
groosd,  and  bear  aalubrious  fruits  at  more  general  use,  as  being  suited  for 
nouriahmeat  both  of  the  sensitive  and  rational  ^ulties. 

And  our  Religion  itBelf  seems  to  point  out  this  method ;  for  it  teaches 
IhM  Man  was  created  perfect,  hu  rational  AKailtiea  being  suflicient  for  hi* 
oondect,  that  the  pnrpoee  of  the  Redemption  was  to  restore  bim  to  the 
condition  from  whence  he  bad  fallen,  that  ia,  the  perfect  enjoyment  of 
thoM  facoltiea.  for  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the  blessed  Sainta 
above  poaacas  them  as  completely  as  Adam  did,  nor  that  they  hold  their 
happineee  by  the  tenure  of  thur  obedience.  Redemption  being  the  free 
Grace  ot  God,  there  is  no  doubt  be  could  bare  iortated  his  elect  in  the  full 
benefits  purchased  thereby  immediately,  but  he  has  thought  proper  to  lead 
them  therunto  by  a  long  preparation  through  the  trials  sod  temptations  of 
this  world :  bat  wbsC  b^ter  preparation  can  they  make,  tban  by  labooring 
to  raise  their  rational  bcoltiea  towards  the  perfection  whereiD  they  were 
given  at  the  creation,  and  wnpli^ing  tiie  means  and  methods  prescribed  to 
bring  the  sensitiTe  under  entire  command  o[  the  others. 

Duing  die  patriarchal  timM,  the  frequent  converse  of  Angels  was  vouch- 
safed, but  no  longer ;  in  the  cowne  of  the  Levttical  law,  tnterpretutions  of 
dreama,  answers  by  Uriu  and  Tbummim.  instnu^os  by  prophecy,  and 
snpematnral  appearances  gradually  ceased ;  there  being  still  less  atid  less 
need  of  i^lication  to  the  tenses  in  proportion  as  reason  gathered  strength. 
Upcm  the  particular  occasion  of  introducing  the  Gospel,  it  was  necessary 
that  miraclea  should  be  levir^,  but  the  continuance  of  them  after  thie 
Apoetlea  seems  a  very  doubtful  fact ;  the  multiti^  of  ceremonies  and  sacri- 
fices was  then  abolished,  institutions  and  ordinonoea  reduced  to  a  very  few, 
many  thmgs  delivered  in  parables  and  dark  sayings  requiring  a  carefid  ap- 
plication of  the  judgment  to  understand ;  nor  was  it  expected  they  should 
presently  work  their  full  eflect  upon  mankind,  but  promise  was  given  of  the 
Comforter,  who  should  abow  as  ell  things. 

Tb'u  Comforter  thm  we  have  among  us :  from  his  showing  we  learn 
what  thioga  of  God  we  know,  and  by  hw  power  are  enabled  to  perform  tbe 
good  thiiiga  we  do.  S«t  in  what  manner  does  he  come  ?  not  with  signs 
and  wonders,  nor  by  visible  descent,  nor  yet  in  visions,  ecstosieB,  sudden 
illammitMM,  or  pretermtfural  feelings:  for  these  are  only  tbe  waking 
dreama  of  enthnaiaats ;  but  by  working  snperc^tibly  upon  our  mental  or- 
gans at  a  time  we  kftow  notbuig  of,  perbape  hours  or  days,  or  months, 
anterior  to  apy  eewibte  effect  j  so   the  light  he  theda  seem*  to  tis  the 
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discoveriet  of  oar  own  nnderrtanding,  and  the  power  he  infuses  spptxn  the 
exerted  effort  of  our  nataral  ttrength ;  nor  should  we  know  he  had 
been  aiding,  otherwise  than  by  the  sacred  text  assuring  ns  that  no  good 
thing  can  be  done  without  hira.  Therefore  when  our  conscience  testifies 
that  we  have  done  a  good  thing,  we  may  be  confident  of  having  had  his 
assistance  to  invigorate  onr  natural  powers,  but  can  never  know  iSOr  per* 
ceive  when  the  touch  was  given  by  which  they  were  so  invigorated. . 

Such  then  being  his  method  of  operation,  it  is  our  busineiw  to  endeavoar 
the  best  improvement  of  our  imderstandisg,  and  best  nse  of  our  nataral 
powen,  trusting  to  God  to  afibrd  as  his  supematnral  aasifrtauce  when  and 
in  what  manner  he  judges  proper;  bat  making  a  jadidoos  application  of 
those  means  and  methods  of  grace  saggested  to  us,  and  employing  onr 
reason  to  search  for  lights  in  whatever  quarter  they  may  be  found.  For 
we  have  now  ground  to  hope,  that  he  will  sanctify  our  Philosophy,  provided 
we  take  care  to  restrain  it  from  wandering  in  idle  curiositieB,  bnt  direct  all 
its  winding  researches  with  an  ultimate  view  to  advancing  that  great  work 
of  God,  the  introduction  of  a  sound  Faith,  a  well-grounded  Hope,  and  a 
hearty  oniversal  Charity,  among  mankind.  Bat  we  moat  not  expect  to 
perform  great  matters  in  a  work  which  is  to  be  the  work  of  thousands  in 
successive  generations,  each  Mmtributing  a  small  share  towards  the  whole ; 
let  us  then  be  content  to  do  our  best,  and  we  shall  not  prove  deficient :  if 
God  hod  wanted  more  at  our  hands,  he  would  have  g^ven  us  larger  talents, 
or  greater  effusions  of  his  grace ;  but  we  are  none  of  us  useless  in  the  spot 
where  he  has  stationed  us,  every  man  may  make  some  little  addition  to 
those  virtues,  either  among  the  pnhlic,  or  the  few  he  converses  with,  or  at 
least  in  his  own  mind ;  and  for  what  little  he  can  do,  may  trust  Provi- 
dence that  it  will  operate  its  fidl  proportion  towards  completing  the  grand 

S7.  For  a  grand  design  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  from  the  earliest 
accounts  of  history,  by  a  remarkable  coarse  of  providence,  calculated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  human  race  in  general,  distinct  bam  that  respecting  par- 
ticular persons,  and  the  intention  of  it  to  be  for  introducing  a  perfect  recti* 
tnde  of  sentiment,  as  well  in  the  understanding  as  the  inferior  fadildes 
funong  mankind :  for  if  this  could  be  effected  abywhere,  it  would  make 
large  strides  towards  extending  itself  everywhere.  We  read  that  God  in 
discourse  with  Abraham  declared,  if  he  should  find  ten  righteous  men  in 
Sodom,  he  would  qrnre  the  city  for  the  ten  righteous'  sake :  now  the 
rationalist  cannot  conceive  that  the  All-perfect  ^ould  act  by  favour  and 
affection,  so  as  to  change  the  measures  his  Justice  required  of  him,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  few  persons  who  had  made  themselves  acceptable  in  his 
light ;  hut  that  whatever  it  may  be  said  in  popular  language  God  will  do, 
might  be  said  in  philosophic  luignage  he  has  actually  done,  for  that  there 
are  natural  causes  already  laid  in  trun  by  the  disposition  of  his  providence 
for  bringing  it  to  pass.  Therefore  he  may  understand  by  this  text  that  the 
exliortations,  example,  and  management  of  ten  perfectly  righteous  persons 
would  have  such  an  infiuence  upon  the  condnct  of  a  wicked  dty,  as  to 
render  them  no  objects  of  divine  judgment;  and  so  they  would  be  spared, 
not  by  any  change  in  the  porposes  of  God,  trot  by  a  change  in  their  own 
characters. 

Nor  can  we  tay,  that  experience  contradicts  this  exposition,  for  we  never 
yet  have  bod  any  trial  of  the  case:  those  we  call  good  men  having  always  some 
mixture  of  error  or  frailty  in  thrar  composition,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
one  little  infirmity  will  stop  the  good  effects  of  many  virtues.     Tlere  never 
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.  Wis  heard  of  more  than  one  perfect  mini  upon  Mtrth,  who  ws  made  bo  bf 
muon  ot  the  divine  nature  with  the  human,  and  his  perfectioa  went  no 
farther  than  himself :  for  of  his  choven  disciplea  one  proved  a  traitor  and 
reprobate,  nor  were  the  rest  without  their  mia^prdienidons  and  their  fiul- 
ings.  He  preadied  only  to  the  poor,  and  hie  doctrines  were  afterwards 
propagated  in  snch  manner,  as  to  seem  fooliehnees  to  the  wise  of  this 
world ;  neither  were  they  so  complete  as  not  to  need  the  continual  assist" 
ance  of  the  Comforter  for  showing  those  things  which  could  not  be  learned 
from  them  by  human  sagacity.  Yet  we  cannot  suppose  them  so  incom- 
plete, as  not  fully  to  answer  the  porpose  intended :  from  hence  and  from 
the  event  we  may  conclude,  that  God  still  intended  to  carry  on  hia  work 
by  the  provisions  of  Wisdom  rather  than  the  operations  erf  Power,  and  tin 
puqKwe  of  this  greatest  of  all  interpositions  was  not  to  introduce  perfec* 
tion  into  the  world  immediately,  but  only  to  sow  the  Seeds  of  it,  which  the 
working  of  natural  causes,  assisted  fay  occasional  waterings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  might  bring  up  in  long  prooeu  of  time  to  full  maturity. 

Therefore  we  must  lode  to  the  courses  of  Providence  regulating  the  laws 
of  nature,  the  actions  of  free  agents,  an  opportune  successiwi  of  ftntBitous 
events,  for  establishing  the  kingdom  «f  heaven  upon  earth.  Neither  Reli- 
gion nor  Philosophy  can  do  it  without  taking  assistance  from  common  pru- 
dence and  discretion  in  the  Mdinary  tranaactionB  of  life,  without  a  thortnigh 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  of  the  characters  and  conceptions  of  men, 
whereby  the  measures  of  conduct  for  all  atuatioiu  and  occasions,  tempers, 
and  capacities,  may  be  regularly  deduced  from  the  one  principle,  the  Glory 
of  God,  or  general  interest  of  Ow  creatuies ;  for  to  make  a  kii^^doro  perfect, 
the  taws  whereby  it  is  governed  must  be  suited  to  the  condition  of  every 
member,  and  ezigenc}'  of  every  occasion.  But  we  are  too  little  acquunted 
either  with  ourselves  or  one  another,  ever  to  lay  ont  a  plan  of  our  whole 
conduct  upon  that  one  bottom,  or  even  to  frame  a  partial  plan,  that  may 
be  alike  practicable  and  serviceable  to  others  as  to  ourselves :  so  that  appe- 
tite, habit,  and  bodily  wants  are  continually  making  work  for  them- 
selvee,  because  having  none,  or  none  they  can  do,  assigned  them  in  our 
qretem. 

The  Divine  or  pious  Christian  may  find  enough  in  his  oracles  to  conduct 
him  safely  in  the  way  to  his  own  salvation  ;  the  Philosopher  may  think  his 
science  sufficient  to  lead  him  in  the  certain  road  to  his  future  happiness ;  but 
the  one  can  nevar  expect  to  ottun  an  nnsinning  obedience,  nor  the  other  to 
become  a  coasommate  Wise  man :  the  scheme  of  opinion  and  practice  drawn 
by  either,  though  perhtq)S  the  best  that  human  infirmity  can  make  it,  ftMT 
his  own  private  use,  might  prove  inconvenient  and  inexpedient  for  others ; 
and  wiU  probtU)l7  be  too  refined  and  mental  for  the  man  of  business,  the  man 
of  taste,  the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  and  the  labourer ;  for  every  man  has 
something  peculiar  in  his  notions,  and  his  needs,  which  he  will  strongly 
recommend  as  obligatory  to  his  neighbour,  and  thereby  spoil  all  the  good 
effects  he  might  have  worked  by  his  communicable  ideas.  For  we  are  too 
hasty  in  takmg  up  a  persuasion  that  things  are  good  in  themselves  because 
we  have  found  benefit  by  them,  without  ever  considering  what  they  are 
good  for,  to  whom  they  are  good,  and  in  what  casea  they  are  applicable. 

But  we  have  a  duty  arising,  as  well  from  tiie  relation  we  bear  to  the  com- 
munity as  to  onr  Maker,  and  the  things  external  from  whence  we  recrive 
our  pleasures  and  pains  :  therefore  are  not  perfectly  righteous  until  we  be- 
come good  neighbours  as  well  as  good  men,  nor  is  it  nMiugh  U:  strike  ont 
a  complete  system  of  sentiment  and  action  that  shall  comorehend,  not  only 
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our  CKercisas  ef  Adigioa  Mtd  virtue,  but  Ukewin  oar  commoa  emplof- 
meDto.  our  recvettioiw,  and  unnBeiaents,  in  aoch  mBsnci  aa  to  be  pncd- 
o^k ;  antil  in  hsTe  gotten  the  art  of  modeUtog  it  into  vmriont  fornu  aocoia- 
nwdated  to  the  aeveral  nie»  of  pemxt  we  convene  with,  respectively  prac- 
ticable by  each  td  them,  and  yielding  him  m  mach  benefit  ai  in  hi*  circuis- 
atauxe  he  is  capable  of  receiving,  Tbk  art  is  bo  &r  from  having  ever  yet 
been  diacovered,  that  no  doubt  it  will  appear  a  romantic  imagination,  like 
the  Philosopher's  etime ;  but  it  u  not  Dneomnon  that  thing*  extremely  dif- 
ficult in  the  inve^ion  becocoe  aa  eaay  to  be  followed  when  the  method  is  <aioe 
hit  upon. 

There  Mems  tiies  to  be  00  difficolty  in  Bfiprehaidnig,  that  ten  lig^tc- 
oos  persona  qualified  a*  aJaofe,  if  ten  each  there  shall  ever  be,  may  asii- 
miUte  tiielr  whole  city  to  tbemsdves,  from  thenoe  the  likeneaa  would 
i^read  by  a  qnieker  progiieas  over  the  nation,  from  the  nation  to  otiters 
in  aUJance  therewith,  and  by  their  means  thronghont  all  manlund.  Then 
it  might  be  said  that  originid  eia  was  wiped  away  from  the  ewth,  and 
humsB  natiire  reatored  to  her  pnnMve  perfeotiaa  wherain  she  eame  forth 
froos  Om  iM^a  of  her  Uoka-i  fer  wUle  neediag  to  be  anp^Mted  in  what 
litde  good  we  do  by  oUigatofy  institntians  aad  sapematural  aids,  it  is  sot 
human  nature  bnt  her  aaMStaot  fowtn,  (hat  <b  the  worii ;  and  from  tbe 
dispensations  of  himdeace,  twdiaavy  and  extraordinary,  token  notice  at  in 
the  forgoing  pages  of  tilts  Chaptv,  m^  be  gathered  tlwt  their  tendeaey  and 
soope  is  to  raise  hwnan  nctare  to  its  &1II  perit^ioii . 

Whenever  this  dudl  happea  oonniintc,  thea  will  be  tbe  Maiiininrn, 
peopled  entirely  by  Saints;  which,  whether  it  shall  begin  in  a  year  marked 
in  our  Calendar  with  a  fignre  of  six,  or  riisll  last  precisely  one  thousand 
jem,  or  whetho-  there  idiaU  be  any  deatits  therein,  or  thoae  which  hqipea 
to  be  looked  upon  as  aceqrtable  tatuuhtiaH  to  a  higher  state,  like  the 
gentle  passage  through  sleep  to  naming,  vigour,  aad  fireshBces,  need  not 
be  inquired :  if  anybody  has  a  Buud  to  wtake  ealoulatMna,  let  him  build 
t^on  tttf  d^ree  of  parity  in  sentiment  sad  rectitude  ot  ooadact  he  een  find 
anywhere  ;  for  this  is  nwre  likely  grouiul  to  go  npos  than  any  he  ram  find 
in  the  Apocalypse.  Though  by  the  way  I  cannot  help  wondenng  how  sny 
orthodox  perscm  can  satisfy  histaelf  in  presBDung  to  enter  upon  the  disco- 
very of  an  event  wheiwof  it  >h  eipready  dBdored.  tkat  na  matt  knoweth  the 
day ;  no,  not  tbe  Son,  bat  tiio  Father.  la  the  aaeaB  dme  let  us  not  qtend 
ounelvea  solely  ia  imavaaing  prsyera  of,  iMtd  Itawt.  txmia^mckiy,  bnt  take 
the  spade  ioto  oer  bands  asd  exert  am  ahilitiea,  be  they  no  more  than  can 
remove  a  single  mols'hill,  to  plane  the  vi*.y  for  fats  passage.  Nor  yet 
oeed  we  expect  him  lifr^iy  to  ^esead  m  person,  for  he  canoot  be  sap- 
posed  fond  of  a  thraM  tor  ik»  grandeur  of  it :  and  a  BKnarch  will  not  be 
wanted  for  such  eubjeets.  dispMsd  to  ke^  order  among  tbeasselves,  as 
members  of  one  eaQunonwealdi.  or  rather  one  family,  wtthont  private 
views  or  discordance  of  sentunejit,  but  united  together  in  brotheriy  love  an4 
iionbating  ciiarity, 

28.  Ftom  the  foiegiwig  dtetch  of  the  Dime  Economy  may  be  gathered, 
that  there  is  «  ^osersl  iatesnst  d  the  homon  species  dutinet  from  that  of 
pwticulsn  i  at  w  mtty  oeunln  there  is  «  natiiMal  interest,  distinct  from 
that  of  -ths  soMral  nMnhera  vhweitf  the  natioa  consisla.  Bat  the  public 
intoreet  oagbt  frfways  to  carry  tite  jmiBnmx  befine  private,  thenfore  tiM 
moBt  rightooas  goaCBieis  do  not  ecru^  meaourea  that  lay  a  hM^lship 
upon  particulv  peosons,  if  necessary  for  the  public  good :  tbe  sol^ects  ar« 
pressed   into   land  and  sen  atrriea,  many  fortoMea  are  haxarded,  many 
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lives  ire  ncrifieed,  heavy  taxe*  impoeed,  to  gain  poBMaeian  of  an  aneol- 
tivated  loritory,  firom  wboae  retonu  multitudes  of  those  who  have  borne 
the  burden  will  never  live  to  recdve  &  oompcmsatioii.  And  all  these  things 
ate  laudable,  as  well  in  him  that  nndertakea  the  service,  as  in  him  dut 
enjoins  it,  while  done  upon  ressonaUe  pi'D^wU  of  a  nal  dist^  sdvantige 
to  the  nation :  for  every  private  man  owes  his  hte  and  fortime  to  the  ne- 
oesssry  demands  of  his  country,  and  the  advancement  of  a  pnblic  benefit  is 
the  proper  object  of  a  good  politician. 

In  like  manner  we  find  that  in  the  perfect  polity  of  Heaven,  the  general 
interest  it  r^;arded  above  all  other  oonnderations,  and  sometimes  pmsoed 
by  the  private  damage  of  individoals.  We  are  commanded  to  in^r  per- 
secution for  rigfateonsneas'  sake,  to  bear  injuries  patiently,  to  turn  the  left 
cheek  to  him  that  has  smitten  the  right,  to  hate  father  and  mother,  wife  end 
children,  tc  part  with  lands  and  honses,  to  lay  down  life  itself,  thus  to  bmk 
throng  natural  affection  and  the  natural  love  of  self-preservation,  for  the 
Gospd's  sake.  For  Christ,  who  could  have  no  intra^at  of  his  own  to 
serve,  therefore  to  whom  love  could  only  be  shown  by  doing  good  to  his 
nnit^rsnl  Church,  declares  that  whoever  loveth  not  him  above  all  things 
is  not  worthy  of  him. 

Nor  will  heathen  Fhilosc^hy  jnstify  her  votaries  in  pursuing  their  parti- 
cnlar  advantage  before  tlie  genial :  Pythr^raa  and  Socrates,  perfiapa  the 
two  greatest  apostles  of  hnman  reason  that  ever  lived,  suffered  martyrdom 
in  her  service ;  their  followers  professed  the  same  doctrine ;  even  those  of 
them  who  acted  upon  private  views,  never  durst  avow  them  :  which  shows 
that  upon  this  subject  Philosc^y  has  always  spoken  the  same  language  with 
Religion.  And  our  mcwal  senses  prranpt  ^e  like  way,  as  appears  By  that 
applause  which  rises  spontaneously  in  every  one's  breast  upon  hearing  the 
histories  of  Regulus  or  Decius,  or  other  ancient  and  modem  heroes,  who 
have  generously  sacrificed  their  Uves  and  fortunes  to  the  public  good.  But 
if  men  were  never  to  act  againet  the  impulse  of  s^fishaess,  still  they  conld 
not  help  being  serrictaUe  to  others  by  the  aocidents  befalling  them :  one 
man's  misfortune  may  give  warning  to  many  to  escape  the  duiger ;  ezpe- 
rience  gMnsd  by  observations  npon  his  distemper,  may  point  o«t  a  remedy 
for  others ;  and  while  the  enemy  is  busied  in  ravaging  a  frontier,  the  interior 
parts  may  gain  time  to  put  themselves  in  a  postnre  of  defence. 

The  courses  of  Providence  appear  caievlated  for  the  general  adv«ntag« 
without  regard  to  individnsJs,  to  whom  they  prove  often  unavailing, 
and  sometimes  detrimental :  the  storms  that  pnrify  the  air  and  keep  tb« 
oceaa  from  stagnating,  ocoanon  many  wrecks  by  see,  and  devastations  upon 
land ;  vicissitudes  of  weather  necessary  to  produce  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
tear  ia  pieces  many  crasy  constitutions ;  military,  sesjaring,  snd  other  ocni- 
pations,  without  which  our  lives  could  nM  be  preserved  in  etiatf,  nor  the 
aoconunodation*  of  them  procured,  auhject  tboee  who  follow  them  to  dis- 
tresses, diseases,  dangers,  and  frequent  destructions ;  nor  do  we  find  en- 
trance into  the  world  without  the  pains  and  perils  of  thoss  who  bore  ns : 
not  a  civilized  nation  upon  earth  whiwe  constitution  and  polity  did  not  grow 
out  of  wars,  conquests,  tyrannies,  confusions,  desolations,  and  miseries 
among  their  ancestors.  Even  Rdigion  in  its  progress  has  given  birth  to 
gross  superstition,  intolerable  terrors  and  anxieties,  to  crsft,  oppresaietis, 
and  penecntioBS ;  and  Pitilosophy  tended  to  confound  the  anderatandingw 
irf  men,  tnming  them  aside  from  everything  useful  to  follow  vuia  cnnosities, 
making  them  distrust  the  evidence  at  their  somss,  or  ibiving  them  into 
downrirht  Atheism,     f^w  many  ages  have  those  tm>  Irces  of  bMiriodg« 
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been  confinol  to  narrow  corners  of  the  earth,  nkere  the  for  greater  part  at 
mankind  never  come  within  their  ihadow  i  and  even  to  thii  day  there  ure 
many  savages  and  children  cut  off  io  their  in&ncy,  who  do  not  appear  to 
have  reap^  benefit  from  either ;  nor  do  the  best  of  us  enjoy  the  full  effect 
which  may  be  expected  from  tbem,  when  grown  to  their  destined  perfection. 
From  hence  we  conclude  the  eye  of  Providence  fixes  attentively  upon  per- 
fecting human  nature,  without  looking  upon  any  good  or  evil  of  particnlar 
persona  not  lying  in  the  line  therewith. 

29.  Shall  we  then  say  with  the  Stoice,  that  God  cares  for  great  things 
but  neglects  the  small  I  that  his  providence  a  over  the  human  race  ?  over 
empires  or  nations,  but  not  over  single  persons  ?  We  do  not  say  this  of  an 
earthly  politidan,  if  we  believe  him  a  righteous  one ;  for  we  suppose  he  will 
consult  the  benefit  of  a  few  or  of  a  single  man,  where  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  public  good ;  and  whenever  he  pursues  the  latter  by 
damage  to  the  former,  he  will  wish  to  make  him  amends.  Therefore  there 
are  honours  and  rewards  for  those  who  have  served  their  country,  relief  for 
those  who  have  suffered  iu  the  service ;  we  have  Chehea  and  Greenwich 
hospitals  fu*  the  sick  and  maimed,  pensions  for  the  widows  of  such  as  have 
been  slain,  and  if  it  were  necessary  to  pull  down  any  man's  lu>Qse  tor  r^jell- 
ing  an  invasion,  I  do  not  donbt  but  the  public  would  make  up  the  l^ss ;  for 
onr  legislature  will  not  suffer  a  foot  of  ground  to  be  taken  away  for  widen- 
ing a  turnpike  road  without  an  adequate  compensation  in  value  to  the 

But  all  services  are  not  repaid,  nor  all  bordens  and  damages  compen- 
rated,  for  this  is  impracticable ;  therefore  the  politician  stands  fully  excused 
by  his  inability :  for  if  he  had  the  power  of  restoring  life  and  limb,  and  if 
the  pnbbc  revenues  sufficed  to  repay  every  farthing  of  all  that  had  been 
called  for  in  times  of  public  exigency,  it  is  to  be  presumed  he  would  suffer 
no  man  to  remain  a  loser  who  had  in  any  manner  contributed  thereto.  Uut 
with  God  there  is  no  inability,  ibr  he  has  all  creatures  and  their  fortunes, 
in  all  stages  of  being,  at  his  dispoeal:  why  then  should  we  doubt  the 
ri^teons  judge  of  heaven  and  earth  will  do  completely,  what  we  conceive  a 
righteous  man  would  do  so  for  as  lay  in  his  power  1  Religion,  no  more 
than  human  reason,  affords  us  the  lust  ground  to  doubt  of  it,  for  we  are 
taught.  He  that  loseth  bia  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it :  but  Religion  being 
preached  to  the  poor,  must  accommodate  itself  to  the  conceptions  of  the 
poor,  therefore  the  recompense  is  represented  as  a  voluntary  reward  to  be 
conferred  by  a  fature  act  of  God,  who  after  a  formal  judgment  of  mankiod, 
will  say  to  the  righteons.  Well  done,  thou  good  and  futhful  servant,  enter 
thoa  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.  Whereas  Philosophy  may  surest  to  him 
tbU  bath  ears  to  hear,  that  God  bong  the  l^^rst  Cause  of  all  powers,  mo- 
tions, and  events,  and  having  unlimited  Onmiscieuce  and  infinite  Wisdom , 
may,  on  forming  a  system  of  nature,  lay  ont  all  the  ports  of  it  in  such  dis- 
position as  to  bring  forth  every  good  and  evil  his  goodness  and  equity 
retjuire,  by  an  unerring  train  of  consequences,  so  as  that  a  reward  may  cer- 
tMoly  follow  a  hundred  yean  hence  from  an  act  of  God  performed  thousands 
of  years  ago. 

Nevertheleas,  this  is  too  large  an  idea  for  the  illiterate  or  learned  x-nlgar. 
who  understand  by  nature  no  more  than  the  powers  and  properties  of  visible 
bodies,  animals,  vegetables,  minerals,  fossils,  the  action  of  tlie  elements,  the 
lawsof  gravitation,  attraction,  and  impulse,  and  other  objects  of  physiological 
science ;  or  at  moat  include  therein  the  transaoti(»s  of  men  in  their  policy, 
their  commerce,  and  mutual  deslingn  with  one  another.     Now  in  such  a 
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nuTDw  view  of  nature,  aa  beheld  by  those  who  can  no  more  handle  the 
'  telescope  than  the  microacope,  it  ls  impossible  to  conceive  how  natniml 
causes  can  operate  npon  a  man  after  dissolution  of  his  animal  frame,  when 
he  ceases  to  be  a  physiological  being ;  but  whatever  passes  with  him  io  his 
next  state  of  existence  moat  be  supernatural  and  miracnloos.  Tlierefbre,  as 
I  h«ve  observed  before,  in  J  25,  it  is  nscemary  for  common  use  to  shorten 
the  line  by  bringing  the  two  ends  to  meet,  the  act  t4  God  with  the  efiect 
produced  npon  the  creature ;  and  representing  the  reward  as  a  new  dona- 
tion of  blesungs,  for  whid)  there  are  no  causes  yet  in  being  from  whence 
they  could  ensue.  Nw  is  dus  a  prevarication  or  concealment  of  the  tmtb, 
it  is  only  the  translation  of  it  into  a  language  intelligible  by  the  populace : 
for  the  b^ef  that  an  ample  reward  lies  in  store  for  every  laboor  and  suffer* 
ing  in  a  ri^teona  cause,  I  take  to  be  the  fimdamental  article,  which  whoever 
holds  with  a  firm  habitual  persuasion,  possesses  so  much  of  the  saving  &ith : 
in  this  the  Philosopher  is  sincere  and  unanimons  with  the  pltun  Christian. 
As  to  die  manner  wherein  the  reward  is  brou^t  to  pass,  whether  by  a  long 
and  complicated  provision  of  caosee  already  made  tending  to  that  effect,  or 
by  a  dispensation  to  be  made  hereafter  for  the  purpose,  seems  not  so  ma- 
terial :  therefore  he  will  he  careful  to  inculcate  the  main  point  upon  each 
man  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  saitable  to  his  oomprebeiuion,  or  con- 
sonant to  his  reason. 

30.  Bnt  when  taking  the  tdescope  in  hud,  he  will  discern  by  the  imper- 
fections and  wastes  appearing  in  visible  Nature,  that  it  is  the  part  only  of  a 
larger  svstem,  which,  like  the  comer  of  a  magnificent  building,  will  appear 
broken  and  incomplete,  or  in  some  of  its  members  superfluous,  when  seea 
apart  from  the  rest.  He  will  consider  likewise  that  what  supermWal  works 
are  recorded,  were  given  for  signs  and  wonden  to  awaken  mankind,  not  for 
any  necessary  \ues  which  could  not  have  been  otherwise  answered  in  the 
things  whereon  they  were  operated  ;  and  as  the  courses  of  Providence  are 
carried  on  here  by  the  instmmentality  of  secondary  agents,  he  will  take 
this  world  for  a  sample  of  the  Whole,  presuming  that  events  throughout 
the  universe  are  conducted  by  the  conbivances  of  Wisdom  rather  thui  the 
operations  of  Power,  unless  occasionally  so  far  as  may  be  requisite  for  mani- 
festation of  the  divine  dominion  to  intelligent  creatures.  And  he  will  see 
that  reward  is  propounded  only  for  good  deeds  and  voluntary  sufferings, 
whereas  there  are  many  mischidi!  brought  upon  particular  persons,  without 
their  own  act  or  consent,  by  the  courses  of  Providence  tending  to  the  gene- 
ral good,  fiH"  which  equity  requires  there  should  be  a  compensation. 

From  these  and  other  considerations  he  may  be  apt  to  stand  persuaded 
there  is  a  nniversal  Nature,  comprehending  things  visible  and  invisible  pro- 
ceeding by  stated  Laws  steady  as  those  of  Matter,  connecting  the  several 
systems  under  one  established  polity,  administered  like  that  below  by  the 
instnimentality  of  secondary  agents,  that  by  those  laws  the  particular  Spirits 
are  assigned  to  their  respective  bodies  before  birth,  their  passages  from  one 
state  of  being  to  another  regulated,  their  fates  and  fortones  therein  ascer- 
tained. Conformably  to  tlua  idea,  and  to  the  observations  herein  before 
made  upon  the  administration  of  affiiirs  in  the  moral  world,  he  may  con- 
clude that  the  grand  scheme  of  Providence  tends  to  raise  human  nature  to 
the  full  perfection  which  it  was  proved  to  foil  short  of  by  Adam's  transgres- 
sion, and  that  everything  passing  here  below  conduces  in  some  shape  or 
other  to  that  end. 

But  to  prevent  b«ng  misunderstood,  I  must  give  notice  that  I  here  take 
human  nature  in  a  larger  sense  than  commonly  understood,  extending  it  to 
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the  Hades  or  Kgioa  of  deputed  Sonb,  tfUdi  I  HppOM  Mill  remain  ^octfi- 
caDy  difierent  bom  AngeU  or  other  iantiUe  cnatBm,  ae  they  were  from 
birds,  beasts,  or  other  Bnimals ;  therefore  hftve  a  disdnot  Nature  of  their 
own,  which  I  beg  leave  for  the  present  to  caU  the  Human ;  and  that  this 
specific  difference  depends  npon  some  maU  remaiiia  of  the  fonser  compoei- 
tton  whereto  they  still  continue  vitally  onited,  which  mar  hare  received 
alterations  in  its  form  and  texture  by  what  had  passed  with  them  upon 
earth.  Now  the  perfection  t4  hnroan  natnre  seems  necessary  to  instate  the 
pnlakers  (rf  it  in  happiness :  for  though,  God  be  thanked,  we  have  many 
e^oynoits,  and  those  generally  more  or  less  in  proportion  to  onr  good  Goa- 
(luet,  yet  sre  they  mingled  widi  many  troubles,  nor  do  the  righteone  always 
fare  better  than  Ike  wicked,  neither  are  any  exempt  from  the  hazard  of 
evils  heavy  enough  to  make  the  best  of  na  imperfect  creatures  miserable; 
therefore  we  are  none  of  ns  in  a  state  that  can  be  pronounced  absolately 
B^py. 

For  as  the  Stoics  called  all  men  fools  and  mad,  because  alike  destitute 
of  that  thorough  love  of  rectitude  wherein  they  placed  the  essence  of  «w- 
dota,  altbon^  they  allowed  that  some  approadied  much  nearer  tlisreta 
than  others :  and  uiey  anpioytd  the  compsrisoi)  of  a  man  onder  water, 
who  being  hotdeti  an  inch  bdow  the  snr&x,  was  nearer  the  fresh  air, 
but  neverthdess  as  much  m  a  state  of  drowning  as  another  plunged 
twenty  £sthom  deep,  so  we  frail  mortals,  sltbou^  some  be  plunged  deeper 
in  imperfection  than  oUiers,  yet  are  all  alike  liable  to  the  misc^ieft  of  it, 
BBtil  the  moment  of  onr  emersion,  upon  which  we  shall  st  onoe  com- 
■WBce  hmp^j  creatures.  This  emersion  then  of  human  nature  from  the 
6oods  of  oorruptioD,  s^pears  to  be  the  aim  whereto  all  the  dispensationa 
<^  Providence  have  r^ect ;  for  we  have  seen  that  the  sentiments  and 
tnnaadioas  of  mankind  cast  on  influence  upon  one  another,  neariy  or 
remotdy.  though  in  a  manner  we  cannot  always  trace  out :  whence  may 
be  preaunwd  that  whatever  passes  apon  earth,  was  cslcnJated  for  produc- 
ing tliaae  ten  ri^teoos  perscma  spoken  of  above,  wboae  wisdom  and  ex- 
ample will  qnicUy  raise  socli  others  of  their  species  as  have  commimiaa 
wiUi  them  into  the  pure  sslutvioas  air  of  pei^sction,  wbetein  they  dull 
remain  unintetnptedly  and  invariably  happy,  tid>le  to  no  disquietudes, 
endangeied  by  no  ten^)tatioiM. 

31.  This  state  of  human  nature,  totally  disriiarged  from  alt  renuana  of 
original  sin  or  unfulness,  and  the  mtsenes  srttent^t  thereupoo,  haa  been 
figured  by  the  HiBenntnra  or  kingdom  of  tbe  just:  which,  whether  it 
ibaii  happen  before  or  after  the  oonflagrmtioo,  or  be  introduced  at  all 
upon  nirth.  or  whether  we  may  exactly  determine  its  duratioa  by  Ae  name 
given  to  ;t,  are  to  my  thinking  matters  of  mere  speeala6on.  Tbt  tenn 
Millennium  imjdies  tl»t  it  wiU  not  be  perpetual,  but  succeeded  by  a  thkd 
state  of  boRg  still  b^^nd,  wherein  we  shku  cease  to  be  human  creatures 
IB  any  sense  of  the  word,  becoming  speci6c«lly  the  same  with  that  eom- 
p^y  anoDg  whom  we  are  received.  Which  seems  to  favour  our  hypo* 
theus  of  the  Mondane  Bool,  whereinto  human  natare  being  abetted, 
the  members  of  it  will  become  incorpomted  in  the  universal  host  of  separate 
Spirits  vitally  united  to  no  material  snbstanoe  whatever.  And  this  I  take 
to  be  a  mtfler  of  tMportaaoe ;  beoanse  by  it  alone  eaa  be  nplained  how 
Equity  may  be  fidly  satisfied,  notwithsteading  great  ineqoalibes  daring  the 
states  of  animal  lifo,  end  of  the  MiUenniom. 

But  that  tfae  kingdom  of  the  just,  reinstated  in  the  gross  bodies  they 
formerly  possessed,  should  be  esteUtshed  here  upon  earth,  stands  liable  to 
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gnat  difBcuttiea :  for  how  nitrrow  ■oever  jtni  may  contract  the  pale  of 
wiinlaoa  for  grown  pertoos,  yoa  caanot  well  exdude  children  dying  ia 
iniioceiiee,  beic»a  birth,  or  under  Kvcn  yean  old,  atnoonting  to  above 
half  the  ipedea  in  all  tocoMsiTB  genentkniB ;  and  it  is  hard  to  conceive 
bow  the  caith,  however  new  modelled,  can  commodiooslj  maintain  such 
a  prodigiona  multitude  of  inhabitants.  Besides,  that  (he  tender  frame  of 
our  bodiea,  UaUe  to  a  QioaMuid  diBaflt«rs,  is  but  ill  suited  to  a  state  of 
aecaritf  from  all  mischiefs  and  dangers :  or  if  yon  say  that  the  elements 
will  be  dianged,  lo  as  to  contain  notliing  noxious  to  life  or  health,  then  b 
the  happiness  not  owing  to  the  perfection  of  human  nature  but  of  the  exter- 
nal, which  we  do  not  find  the  courses  of  Providence  tending  to  complete. 
Nor  need  we  be  solicitous  for  the  place  where  this  kingdom  shall  lie,  for 
happineM  ia  happiness  wherever  found,  wbellier  upon  earth  or  underground, 
in  Uie  Son,  or  in  the  Moon,  in  the  air  or  the  fields  of  ether ;  while  we 
have  a  reasonable  hope  that  God  intends  to  raise  our  nature  to  perfection 
and  liq)pineai,  we  may  trust  him  to  find  a  convenient  spot  where  we  shall 
enjoy  it  Mty,  and  that  without  a  mirade  or  change  of  his  laws  established 
far  the  material  world. 

Nevntheleai,  though  I  have  supposed  that  when  perfection  takes  place 
in  ten  righteouB  persons,  it  will  quickly  spread  itself  thronghont  the 
whole  community,  it  may  be  remembered  that  there  are  degrees  of  happi- 
ness, so  that  those  who  shall  inhabit  the  kingdom  of  the  just  may  be  all 
happy,  and  yet  differ  from  one  another  in  the  intenseness  of  their  enjoy- 
ments, according  to  their  several  former  preparations,  as  one  star  differeth 
from  another  star  in  glory :  besides  that  we  know  not  how  long  it  may  he 
before  Hut  kingdom  takes  place. 

I  have  oflered  reasons  in  die  Chapter  on  Redemption  to  show  that  in  this 
life  we  are  only  nude  redeemable,  not  actually  redeemed  ;  that  multitudes 
pass  off  this  earthly  stage  without  ever  having  an  opportunity  of  entering 
the  way  of  salvation  :  and  that  from  the  artide  in  our  Creeds  concerning  the 
descent  of  the  nnited  Christ  into  Hades,  it  follows  that  sometfaiug  was  done 
there  towards  completing  the  Redemption  of  mankind :  from  whence  it  may 
be  presumed  there  is  a  tree  of  perfection-  gradually  nourishing  up  by  the 
oooraes  <rf  Providence,  in  the  next  World  as  in  the  present.  And  nntil 
arrived  at  full  maturity  there  may  still  be  pains  and  troubles,  greater  or  less, 
according  to  tlieir  management  of  themMlves  here,  eren  among  those  who 
are  to  be  partaken  in  the  kingdom  of  the  just. 

I  tboognt  proper  to  make  this  remark,  because  it  may  have  a  good  influ- 
ence upon  our  conduct  in  life,  on  which  I  would  ever  keep  an  eye  in  all  my 
ipeculatioas ;  for  if  there  be  degrees  both  of  reward  and  punishment,  if  the 
righteous  shall  differ  like  one  star  £rom  another  in  glory,  and  be  that 
odendeth  much  ahaU  be  beaten  with  many  stripes,  bnt  he  that  oflendeth 
little  with  fewer  stripes,  there  is  an  encouragement  for  every  little  advance 
towards  virtue.  The  good  will  be  incited  to  coatinnal  vigilance,  not  only 
becanae  it  behoveth  him  that  tiunketh  he  standeth  to  take  beed  lest  he  fall. 
bnt  becaose  every  smallest  step  he  can  make  higher  then  the  level  where 
he  now  stands  will  be  an  advantage  gained :  and  the  wicked,  though  he 
should  not  be  able  to  rid  himself  of  all  his  vices,  yet  may  find  it  worth  while 
to  endeavour  removing  some  of  them,  as  he  will  thereby  procure  an  abate- 
ment of  his  pnnishment.  Neither  do  I  apprehend  it  dangerous  to  good 
manners,  if  it  were  believed  that  the  failings  of  the  best  men  will  be  attended 
with  some  fiMnre  inconveniences,  therefore  have  supposed  in  my  Hypothesis 
of  the  Vehides,.that  every  one  carries  some  terrene  concretions  with  fann. 
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wbich  will  prove  extremdy  troubleBome  until  be  can  get  them  diacbarged. 
For  the  doctrine  of  a  Purgatory  seems  innocent  m  itself,  or  rotlier  solnbri- 
OUB,  to  keep  men  vigilant  aa  well  in  lesaer  matters,  aa  in  aecnring  the  main 
c^nce :  it  is  only  the  absurd  notion  annexed  thereto,  of  praying  or  buying 
■oula  out  of  purgatory,  that  renders  it  a  heresy  rqnignant  to  rettson,  to 
Religion,  and  to  common  unae. 

32.  Upon  the  foregoing  representation  made  of  the  kingdom  of  the  jnst, 
it  is  apparent,  that  God  in  caring  forgreatthingsdoea  not  neglect  the  eniall, 
nor  oTerlonks  single  persona  in  the  very  steps  he  takes  for  perfecting  the 
human  race.  For  since  the  happiness  of  that  kingdom  will  extend  to  erery 
individual  member  thereof,  whatever  is  done  towards  introducing  the  king- 
dom is  done  for  tbe  benefit  of  every  one  who  shall  become  a  member  :  so 
that  when  God  brings  affllctiona  upon  the  righteous  by  the  dispensations  of 
his  providence  for  promoting  the  grand  design,  he  acts  more  graciously  for 
the  anfferer  than  if  he  had  warded  bim  from  thero.  Hence  likewise  may 
be  understood  how  private  intereat  is  contained  in  tbe  general :  because 
none  of  us  can  be  happy  until  tS  are  so  by  our  common  nature  being  per- 
fected.  Therefore  he  tmit  snfli^rs  voluntarily  in  a  righteous  canse,  manages 
most  prudently  for  his  own  private  interest :  for  he  purchasea  the  reversion 
of  an  immense  estate  by  a  present  payment  &r  inferior  in  value,  and  con- 
tributes to  shorten  the  remoteness  of  the  reversion,  or  in  Scripture  lan- 
guage to  hasten  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Nevertheless,  the  plan  of  IVovidence  contains  a  multitude  of  works; 
there  is  wheel  within  wheel,  having  each  their  several  uses,  yet  so  admirably 
adjusted  as  not  to  interfere  with  tbe  principal  design.  For  though  nothing- 
be  omitted  proper  for  conducing  to  the  general  interest,  yet  there  are  like- 
wise particular  providences  respecting  nations,  and  fiunilies,  and  private 
persons,  procming  them  their  proBperities,  their  supports,  and  their  enjoy- 
ments, their  deliverances,  their  protections,  and  their  reliefs :  as  experience 
may  convince  any  one,  who  wUl  bertow  a  little  carefnl  observation  upon 
wlut  passes  within  his  own  knowledge.  So  that  we  may  reasonably  be- 
lieve there  is  not  a  single  pleaaure  witUtolden,  which  could  have  been  given 
withont  detriment  to  higher  designs ;  and  the  smalleat  things,  though  cer- 
tainly they  mnst  give  preference  to  the  greater,  not  neglected  through  want 
of  attention. 

33.  Upon  occasion  of  the  divine  care  extending  to  the  smallest  tliinga,  I 
shall  venture  to  pot  in  a  word  on  behalf  of  our  younger  brethren  of  the 
bmtal  species :  yet  it  is  with  fear  and  trepidation,  lest  I  should  o^nd  the 
delicacy  of  our  imperial  race,  wba  may  think  it  treaaon  against  their  high 
pre-eminence  and  dignity,  to  raise  a  doubt  of  their  engrossing  the  sole  care 
of  Heaven.  I  shall  not  allege  that  Nature  has  provided  the  animals  with 
accommodations  for  breeding,  for  harbouring,  for  feeding ;  because  it  will  be 
said  these  were  given  for  our  sokes,  to  fit  them  for  our  services.  Bnt  let  it 
be  considered,  that  by  those  very  services,  they  become  remotely  instrumental 
to  our  salvation :  for  how  conld  tlte  Divine  or  the  Philosopher  perform  the 
part  allotted  biro  in  carrying  on  that  great  wwk,  without  the  sustenance, 
the  dotbing,  the  other  conveniences,  he  draws  from  Uie  irrational  tribea  ? 
or  at  least  if  he  could,  it  is  a  fact  that  he  does  not,  and  therefore  something 
is  owing  to  them  for  the  help  they  give  him  in  his  principal  concern. 
Besides,  it  has  been  shown  in  the  foregoing  pages,  tiuit  the  plan  of  Pro- 
vidence for  perfecting  human  nature  does  not  stand  confined  to  the  opera- 
tions of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  for  the  polity  of  nations,  the  characters 
and  tnuuactiona  of  tbe  people,  have  their  share  in  the  work  :  and  the  coni" 
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merce.  msniibctiireB,  and  employiuents,  influencing  tboae  things,  derive 
taaay  of  their  materials  and  receive  much  of  their  assistance  from  the  in- 
ferior creatures. 

llien  for  the  orthodox,  with  whom  I  am  likely  to  have  somewhat  more 
difficulty  upon  this  subject  than  with  the  reasoner,  I  beg;  them  to  consider, 
that  oxen,  lambs,  goatB,  and  doves,  have  by  express  command  of  God  been 
slaughtered  for  atonements  and  sacrifices,  and  made  subservient  to  the  uses 
of  Religion,  Since  then  as  wellbj  his  special  injunctioDS  as  by  his  ordinary 
providence,  he  aUs  upon  the  creatures  for  their  labours,  their  sufferings, 
and  their  lives,  in  the  progress  of  his  great  work  of  the  Redemption,  why 
^ould  we  think  it  an  impeachment  of  his  equity,  if  he  assigns  them  wages 
for  all  they  midergo  in  this  important  service  ?  or  an  impeachment  of  his 
Power  and  of  his  Wisdom,  if  sach  wages  accrue  to  them  by  certain  stated 
laws  of  universal  Nature  running  through  both  Worlds. 

In  what  manner  the  compensation  is  operated  would  be  needless  and 
impossible  to  ascertain  :  perhaps  they  stand  only  one  stage  behind  ns  in  the 
journey  through  matter,  and  as  we  hope  to  rise  from  sensitivo-rational 
creatures  to  purely  rational,  so  they  may  be  advanced  from  sensitive  to 
sensitivo-rational.  And  when  our  nature  is  perfected,  we  may  he  employed 
to  act  as  guardian  Angels  for  aMiating  them  in  the  improvement  of  their 
new  Realties,  becoming  lords  and  not  tyrants  of  our  new  world,  and  exer- 
cising government  by  employing  our  superior  skill  and  power  for  the  benefit 
of  the  governed  :  by  which  way  may  be  comprehended  how  they  may  have 
an  interest  of  their  own  in  everything  relative  to  the  forwarding  our  Re- 
demption. Yet  it  is  not  necessary  they  must  have  bodies  diaped,  limbed, 
and  sized  exactly  like  onra :  for  the  treasures  of  wisdom  are  not  so  scanty  aa 
that  we  should  pronounce  with  Epicurus,  there  can  be  no  spiceof  reason  or 
reflection  except  in  a  human  figure,  and  upon  the  surface  of  an  E^h  cir- 
cumstanced just  like  this  we  inhabit. 

Ng  doubt  it  will  appear  a  wild  and  absurd  imagination  to  fancy  that  a  dog 
can  ever  be  made  to  think  and  reason  like  a  man,  and  ho  indeed  it  may  be  ' 
while  you  take  your  idea  of  the  creature  from  his  hiury  hide,  his  long  tail, 
his  lolling  tongue,  and  gross  organs  of  sense ;  but  it  is  as  absurd  to  suppose 
you  can  ever  teach  a  sucking  child  the  mathematics;  yet  the  child  may 
grow  to  be  a  man,  and  then  become  capable  of  the  sciences.  Nor  is  it  easy 
to  concave  how  a  man,  while  consisting  of  aa  unwieldy  body,  with  a  variety 
of  discordant  hnmours  circulating  therein,  can  become  purely  rational,  per- 
fectly happy,  secure  from  all  dangers,  proof  against  all  temptations ;  yet  we 
hope  that  man  shall  one  day  rise  to  the  condition  of  an  Angel :  then  by  Man 
must  not  be  understood  his  whole  composition,  but  some  internal  part  which 
when  disjoined  A^m  the  rest,  will  still  continue  to  be  him  :  and  how  know 
we  what  internal  part  may  belong  to  other  animals,  capable  of  higher  facul- 
ties  than  they  now  can  ejeercise  ?  When  the  caterpillar  changes  into  a 
butterfly,  we  easily  apprehend  it  to  be  the  same  oreature.  with  larger  powers 
than  it  had  before,  and  if  we  knew  the  worm  had  passed  ita  time  in  un- 
easiness, but  the  fly  in  a  greater  degree  of  pleasure,  we  should  acknowledge 
the  enjoyments  of  the  one  a  compensation  for  the  troubles  of  the  other, 
both  being  numerically  the  same. 

But  when  the  buttCTfly  dies,  we  see  no  Chrysalis  left  behind,  yet  we  arc 
not  to  think  everything  absolutely  lost  that  is  gone  beyond  the  reach  of  onr 
senses :  there  may  still  remain  an  imperceptible  Chrysalis,  from  whence 
will  issue  another  fly  with  powers  superior  to  the  former ;  and  while  the 
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Bame  perceptive  individual  paue*  throng  all  these  dungw,  it  will  continue 
the  ume  creature,  notwithstanding  ever  bo  many  alteratiaDa  in  the  external 
form  and  substance.  If  you  grant  but  that  a  dog  feels  me  when  I  pinch 
him  by  the  tail,  this  is  enough  to  prove  that  he  has  a  personality,  and  that 
what  feels  the  pinch  is  an  individual ;  for  perceptivity  cannot  belong  to  a 
Gompoond,  any  otherwise  than  as  the  other  component  parts  may  serve  for 
channels  of  conveyance  to  some  one  which  receives  the  perception  entire ; 
and  in  whatever  difierent  compounds  this  individual  resides,  they  are  snc- 
cessivelj  the  ssme  perdpient.  Nor  is  the  case  otherwise  with  onrsdves : 
for,  as  has  been  already  observed  in  the  Chapter  on  the  Trinity,  personahty 
and  identity  belong  properly  to  Spirit ;  Matter  has  none  of  its  own,  but 
assumes  a  borrowed  personality  from  the  particnlar  Spirit  whereto  it 
happens  to  stand  united. 

We  all  apprehend  ourselves  continuing  the  same  persons  from  the  cradle 
tu  the  grave,  notwithstanding  that  many  believe  all  the  corporeal  particles 
belonging  to  us  change  every  seven  yevs ;  because  the  same  percipient 
abiding  with  us  throughout  makes  every  fresh  set  of  them  become  a  part  of 
oniselves  for  the  time,  wbile  adhering  to  us,  and  serving  for  our  uses.  And 
the  personal  identity,  currently  believed  to  continue  throngb  life  in  the 
brutee,  rests  upon  the  same  bottom  with  our  own :  every  child  who  reads 
the  fable  of  the  Old  Lion  buffeted  about  by  the  beasts  in  revenge  for  the 
tjnracDies  he  had  exercised  over  them  in  Ins  youth,  acknowledges  he  de- 
served the  punishment.  But  punishment  is  not  ordinarily  esteemed  just, 
unless  inflicted  upon  the  very  party  oflending ;  therefore  the  whelp,  the 
young,  and  the  decrepit  lion,  is  conceived  tdl  along  the  same  idoitical 
creature :  but  this  identity  must  depend  apon  the  feeling  part,  for  the  cor- 
poreal composition  may  be  supposed  to  fluctuate  and  change  as  ours  does. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  other  percipients  unless  by  means  of  their  ap- 
pearance and  discernible  actions,  therefore  cannot  know  what  other  powers 
they  might  not  exert,  if  they  had  other  instruments  to  serve  them  :  we  are 
ready  enough  to  think  that  if  we  had  aa  good  a  nose  as  the  hound,  we 
could  distingniah  scents  as  well  as  he ;  or  if  we  had  the  wii^  and  pierc- 
ing optics  of  the  vulture,  we  could  soar  aloft,  and  cUacern  ob}ects  as  for  t 
what  thai  diould  hinder  but  if  tiiose  creatures  had  our  nice  texture  of 
brain,  they  might  make  as  good  use  of  it  as  we  do  ?  or  what  evidence  is 
there  in  experience  or  reason  to  prove  that  every  perceptive  individual  is 
not  capable  of  receiving  whatever  perceptions  any  organization,  vitally  united 
thereto,  is  capable  of  conveying  ?  Oar  physiological  science  does  not  ex- 
tend to  the  laws  of  Univosal  Nature  governing  the  worlds  unseen,  wc 
must  take  our  conceptions  of  them  from  our  ideas  of  the  divine  Attributes ; 
and  the  boundless  Goodness  of  God  is  no  slight  evidence  to  persuade  us 
that  his  Mercy  spreads  over  all  his  perceptive  creatures  to  whom  he  has 
^ven  an  individuality,  rendering  them  unperishable,  and  that  he  has  pro- 
vided laws  among  his  second  causes  which  will  raise  them  gradually  from 
a  more  abject  condition  to  higher  faculties,  and  higher  degrees  of  enjoy- 
ment. From  whence  it  seems  probable  there  is  a  general  interest  of  nni' 
mals,  comprehending  that  of  all  other  species  together  vrith  the  human, 

I  shall  not  scruple  to  own  that,  however  this  point  be  determined,  it  will 
make  no  difierence  in  our  treatment  of  the  animals ;  therefore  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind,  to  whom  it  can  be  of  do  benefit  for  their  direction  in  the 
conduct  of  life,  aro  welcome  to  reject  it  with  ridicule  and  exclamation  at 
the  strangeness  of  the  thought ;  Irat  for  sndi  as  like  to  handle  the  Tele- 
scope, to  attempt  excursions  mto  the  boundless  regions  of  universal  Nature, 
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and  can  find  a  nse  in  ipecDlation  for  TanoiD^  and  ealaTging  didr  hearts, 
it  may  prove  not  nnaTuiling.  For  my  own  part,  I  place  my  hopes,  not 
ao  moch  in  any  snppoaed  pre-emiimice  of  my  present  natare,  nor  merits  of 
my  penon,  as  in  the  richias  of  the  divine  Boonty :  aod  the  farther  I  can 
penaade  myself  that  Bounty  extends,  the  higher  rise  my  hopes.  My  prin- 
cipal edlidtade  is  for  the  fate  of  the  human  q>ecie8,  becwise  being  one  of  the 
nmnber  compoaing  it  i  bat  if  that  be  seemed,  if  God  design  me  an  elder 
brcrtber's  portion,  I  care  not  how  many  of  odt  younger  brethren  be  desti'Des 
to  receive  the  like :  for  I  have  so  high  an  opinion  cuF  his  inezhaaetible  trea- 
•nias,  as  to  lie  imder  no  apprebeusion,  lest  he  should  be  forced  to  abate 
ftom  my  share  in  order  to  make  up  for  tiieiis.  Besides,  that  a  good-natured 
man,  who  knows  what  slaughtere  and  hard  services  the  animals  are  put  to 
for  our  necessary  uses,  in  some  whereof  he  is  forced  himself  to  give  a  re- 
loetant  hand,  wUl  feel  a  satiB&ctiMi  in  having  room  to  imagine  their  in< 
texesta  so  connected  with  ours,  tiiat  whatever  advances  the  one  must  ad- 
vance the  other,  and  all  they  do  <a  aofier  for  our  benefit,  will  in  the  long 
ran  redoand  to  their  own. 

34.  I  have  now  endeavonred  to  ^low  that  there  is  a  genera]  interest  of 
the  human  species  promoted  by  everything  happening  nnong  particulan ; 
and  in  the  last  section  have  hazarded  an  attempt  to  extend  that  general 
interest  to  the  animals :  in  which  interest  of  the  whole  society  or  Genus, 
the  good  of  individuals  is  contaiBed;  so  that  every  one  contributing  by  hia 
labour  or  his  suffering,  whether  designedly  or  accidentally,  to  the  common 
good,  works  therein  most  effectually  for  his  own  benefit.  But  though  it 
be  better  for  all  individuals,  as  things  stand  cu-cumstanced,  that  whatever 
passes  HRong  them  should  pass  in  the  manner  it  does,  yet  we  cannot  pro- 
nounce it  better,  either  for  the  whole  or  individuals,  that  things  should 
stand  ao  drcnmstauced.  Oar  nature  being  m  a  state  of  degradation,  every- 
dungthat  C(»itribQtes  to  improve  our  conditi<H),iflcertBinlyablessiDg;  bnt 
we  cannot  say  it  was  for  our  sakes  that  God  has  placed  ne  in  this  degraded 
atata.  None  can  deny  his  almighty  power  to  have  made  us  at  first  a  king- 
dom of  the  just,  nor  to  have  given  ns  our  nature  origimdly  in  the 
aame  perfection,  superior  to  all  force  of  temptation,  whereto  we  believe  it 
ciq>able  of  being  raised :  neither  that  the  inferior  aiumals  might  have  been 
formed  at  tmce  with  the  highest  faculties  they  shall  ever  arrive  to. 

Bendes,  when  we  comprehend  the  good  ^  all  individuals  under  that  of 
the  species,  this  must  be  onderstood  witii  some  exceptimi :  for  Keligioa 
assnraa  m  there  are  wicked  creatures,  who  shall  never  inherit  a  portion  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  jnst ;  and  thou^  the  light  of  Nature  does  not  shine 
so  strong  as  dnt  we  can  read  it  by  the  particle  Never,  yet  it  shows  there 
mnst  be  miseries  grievous  enough  to  make  it  glaringly  apparent,  that  the 
indeed  have  managed  very  imprudently  for  their  own  interests,  nor  can  it 
discover  any  certain  hmitations,  either  in  weight  or  duration,  of  those  mi- 
series. Bot  can  we  proooonce  it  inq>o*eible  that  the  evil  courses  bringing 
on  those  miseries,  could  have  been  prevented;  or  deny  that  men's  cha- 
racters dq>ead  upon  the  bodily  and  mental  organlzatiou,  the  company  and 
tttnation  of  life  wherein  Providence  has  placed  them  ? 

I  am  for  from  believing  that  God  impels  any  man  to  sin,  but  whoever 
oommita  it  Is  drawn  theronto  by  his  own  lasts :  for  it  is  of  the  very  es- 
cmce  of  sin  that  it  be  a  free  act  of  the  Will,  done  with  discernment  of  its 
being  wrong ;  for  the  very  same  act  performed  through  ignorance  or  by 
'  ion  of  necessary  causes,  would  be  no  sin.  But  I  have  already 
2  a2 
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•homt  ia  the  Chapter  on  PreewiU,  that  the  tunu  of  our  Volition  depmd 
upon  motiTea  thrown  in  by  antecedent  causes,  end  thoogh  Bome  of  those 
causes  may  bare  been  influenced  by  onr  fonner  good  or  ill  nuuuigement, 
yet  were  we  determined  in  like  nuuiaa-  to  tbat  management  by  other  prior 
motives ;  so  that  onr  whole  tenor  of  ccndnct  derives  onginaUy  from  the 
action  of  eztemal  causes.  Bat  lest  I  may  be  thought  singulu-  and  hete- 
rodox in  that  notion,  let  ns  have  recourse  to  the  common  opinions :  do  not 
we  aU  esteem  it  a  blessing  that  we  were  bom  within  the  pale  of  aalvaticKi, 
that  we  hare  had  a  good  education,  have  fallen  into  good  company,  that 
there  are  divine  earicea,  and  sermons,  and  good  books  to  resort  to  i  and 
do  not  we  think  ourselves  forwarded  in  our  way  to  future  h^)pines8  by 
tiiese  means  being  put  into  onr  hands  ?  or  that  we  might  not  have  entered 
upon  the  way  at  all,  had  we  been  utterly  destitute  of  them  ?  Yet  our  birtb, 
our  education,  onr  company,  our  services,  sermons,  and  books,  were  no 
acts  of  ours,  they  were  the  bounteous  gifts  of  Providence  :  but  how  were 
they  blessings,  if  we  should  have  made  as  good  use  of  our  FVeewill  without 
them  7  for  it  ia  by  the  acts  of  our  Volition,  net  by  the  size  of  our  talents, 
or  measure  of  onr  accidental  improvements,  that  we  fix  our  future  fate. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  many  poor  wretches  fill  our  jails,  that  have 
been  tned  up  from  their  cradle  in  all  manner  of  vice  and  vUlany  ?  We  do 
not  think  them  fit  members  for  the  kingdom  of  the  just,  yet  were  they  led 
into  thnr  evil  coorsea  nnavoidi^ly,  not  ought  we  to  judge  it  improbable 
that  some  of  them  mig^t  tuve  proved  sunts,  bad  they  been  &voured  with 
all  the  same  advantages  that  we  have.  Or  shall  we  say  they  might  not 
itiU  be  reacned  from  the  dominion  of  sin  by  him  who  was  able  of  the  very 
■tonee  to  raise  up  children  onto  Abraham ;  or  if  that  were  impossible, 
could  he  not  hare  taken  them  away  in  their  infancy,  while  yet  in  tiieir  in- 
nocence. Add  fojther,  that  we  ascribe  the  proneness  to  offence,  and  nnm- 
linesa  of  inordinate  desires  prevailing  in  us  all,  to  the  fatal  effects  of  ori- 
ginal ain :  but  who  shall  presume  to  say  the  methods  taken  for  purging  off 
those  effects  would  not  hove  availed  to  prevent  them  ?  Is  the  efficacy  of 
the  divine  Persons  so  confined  as  that  it  conld  operate  only  upon  certain 
partienlar  suljecta  ?  If  then  the  Son  had  been  pleased  to  nnite  himself 
to  Adam  instead  of  Jesus,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  as  powerfiiUy 
upon  his  immediate  descendants  as  npon  the  Apostles,  the  first  temptation 
might  have  been  resisted,  we  mi^t  all  have  been  bom  in  Paradise,  and 
passed  a  life  of  nnsmning  obedience. 

Since  then  God  has  permitted  the  fall  of  the  whole  human  species,  has 
suffered  some  to  stand  in  a  situation  from  whence  there  is  no  chance  but 
they  will  take  the  road  of  destruction,  and  leads  the  most  &voured  through 
many  troubles  and  long  stages  of  imperfection  to  the  kingdom  of  the  just ; 
we  may  conclude  there  is  some  wise  and  gracious  purpose  in  all  these 
things.  For  it  is  incongruous  with  our  idea  of  his  Goodness,  hie  Righteous- 
ness, and  his  Holiness,  to  imagine  that  the  courses  of  his  Providence,  either 
in  Nature  or  Fortune,  ever  brmg  on  any  physicnl,  or  permit  any  mornl  evil, 
unless  for  some  greater  good  to  result  therefrom.  Now  we  cannot  think 
it  for  the  good  of  the  human  species,  or  the  animal  Genos,  the  perfection 
whereto  their  natures  are  destined  should  be  ao  long  delayed,  nor  that  the 
miry  road  of  Uboor,  troiAle,  suffering,  and  imperfection,  should  be  made 
the  necessary  passage  thereto ;  much  less  that  numbers  of  them  should 
never  attain  it  at  all,  but  remain  objects  of  punishment  whereof  we  can  see 
no  end :  therefore  the  good  must  redound  elsewhere,  but  where  else  shall 
we  trace  it?     It  cannot  accrue  to  our  Maker  himself,  for  he  receives  no 
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kcceaeion  of  happinesB  from  whatever  pwaes  uDoog  liu  creataFw :  titc  be- 
nefit then  must  Bccme  to  the  host  of  pare  gpirita  disanited  from  tU  cor- 
poreal mixture  vhatever,  heretofore  called  the  Mnndaoe  Soul. 

In  what  maimer  it  accnies  -we  have  not  materiala  enow  in  experience, 
the  bub  of  all  onr  science,  to  explain  i  to  far  at  conjecture  can  go,  I  have 
already  oflered  my  sentimenti  in  former  Chqiten :  hot  we  may  certainly 
conclude,  if  anything  can  be  condnded  with  oertainty  from  the  ehancter  of 
our  Almighty  Goremor  we  draw  from  experience  of  hia  worke,  that  all  the 
laboars  and  troubles,  imperfections,  diminntiona  of  happiness,  suspensions 
of  sense  by  sleep,  distempers,  or  otherwise,  all  the  snfioings  and  miseries 
of  this  world  and  the  next,  serve  to  some  uses  of  inviuble  beings,  and  are 
necessary  to  complete  their  happiness :  from  whence  it  fbUows,  that  they 
have  an  interest  in  whatever  passes  here  below,  as  well  upon  the  earth  as 
in  the  Hades.  Therefrac  the  evils  sustained  by  creatures  consisting  of  a 
grosser  or  finer  tnateriel  composition  are  important  services  to  otiiers,  who 
are  free  from  that  imprisonment :  but  the  imprisonment  snbjectiDg  them  to 
those  evils,  we  most  acknowledge  to  have  been  brought  about  by  the  pro- 
visions of  Heaven,  the  lews  of  nncversal  Nature.  Can  we  then  harbour  a 
snsjHcion  that  the  righteoas  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth  will  suffer  his  uni- 
versal laws  to  exact  a  service  from  any  creature,  without  assigning  him 
competent  wages ;  or  imprison  some  of  bis  children  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rest,  without  an  adequate  compensation  ?  or  can  we  doubt  that  the  Foun- 
tain of  all  powers,  the  Author  of  all  Nature,  who  carries  on  his  works  here 
by  second  causes,  proceeding  upon  certain  stated  rules,  was  aUe  to  insure 
the  wages  and  the  compensation  by  the  like  methods?  Now  the  moat 
obvious  way  we  can  conceive  the  compensation  consequential  upon  the  eer- 
vices,  is  by  the  creatnres  performing  them  being,  upon  dissolution  of  their 
material  integuments,  admitted  into  the  society  of  beings  purely  spiritual : 
in  which  case  they  will  be  riiarers  in  the  advantages  they  have  been  made 
to  work  out  for  the  spiritual  nature,  and  partake  id  that  hap[Haes8  they  had 
been  employed  by  their  sufferings  to  snpport. 

3S.  Jt  may  seem  incredible  th^  the  same  creature  can  ever  be  made  to 
participate  in  nUnres  so  widely  oppoeite :  but  let  us  reflect  a  little  upon 
what  is  cnrrently  holden  by  the  most  orthodox.  We  believe  that  a  human 
fcetus  just  felt  alive  by  the  mother,  tihongh  showing  no  more  signs  ot  emse 
than  an  oyster  or  sensitive  plant,  may  rise  to  an  equality  with  the  Angela. 
We  believe  that  every  damned  Soul  in  hdl  was  capable  of  becoming  a  glo- 
rified saint,  if  he  had  taken  the  right  methods  during  his  abode  upon  earth. 
Even  Wesley  and  Whitefield  believe  that  by  their  terrors  and  rantings,  they 
have  rescned  many  a  hardened  wretch  who  without  their  aid  would  have 
gone  in  the  certain  road  to  perdition ;  and  if  they  could  teach  the  Gospel 
in  THitary,  they  should  rescue  many  who  now  will  perish  eternally ;  so  the 
salvation  of  their  penitents  depended  upon  their  good  fortune  in  bringing 
such  powerful  Apostles  to  instruct  them.  We  believe  likewise  that  Angela 
uid  Archangels  have  fallen  to  a  state  of  degradation  below  that  of  men 
and  animals :  for  I  think  any  man  in  his  senses  would  choose  to  be  an  ass, 
an  oyster,  or  a  beetle,  rather  than  a  Devil,  and  esteem  it  a  less  debasement 
of  hia  nature.  Th\a  we  see,  that,  agreeably  to  our  common  notions,  the 
highest  natures  and  the  lowest  mav  be  exchsuged  for  each  other ;  and  that 
every  perceptive  individual  is  capable  of  b«ng  invested  with  any  of  them, 
according  as  the  laws  of  Providence,  governing  the  naturcd  and  moral  uni> 
verse,  shall  cast  them  upon  him. 
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NerodtefaH,  the  exdange  •pokca  ol  tbmt  on^  be  Qtan^bt  caatndic 
teatf  to  Scnptnre,  and  ttuM  U  enoo^  to  orcrtbrow  all  otiier  aiptmcnta  that 
can  be  alk^cd  in  anppcnt  of  it ;  bat  let  lu  coDsider  in  what  ^irit  tbs 
Scriptairea  an  to  be  conrahed,  for  we  am  toU  die  letter  kiOeth.  it  n  the 
l^ririt  tbat  maketh  aim.  There  are  tezta  whoee  taleral  tenor  dedare  cx- 
[iiiealjr  againat  die  ntaadaty  of  the  Earth  and  the  Copernieak  S]Meni,  in- 
aomndi  tbat  OaUfleo  ma  forced  to  ncant  tbem  foiinallj  hj  die  {"frlKHft 
Vicar  of  CfariM  under  fmn  of  ezotmHonication :  yet  thoae  opinimia  now 
maintsn  thnr  groand,  even  among  peraooa  who  bare  Ibo  bigfaeat  Tcsen- 
tion  for  the  aaved  records.  Let  na  remeoiber  the  Goepd  ma  preadied  to 
the  poor,  therefore  delirered  in  a  laagnage  cwifonnablc  to  their  idaaa  and 
conccptione :  ao  we  moat  locdc  there  mlj  for  the  nde  of  Faith  and  practice, 
nor  can  we  expect  to  gather  aoTthing  from  thtncc  concerning  matter*  of 
apecnlation ;  aa  the  pcn&t  before  na  ceitainlr  ia,  becanse  if  admitted,  it  coald 
make  no  aheration  in  our  measorea  of  cmdnct.  There  ia  reaacHi  to  beliere 
that  at  all  erenti,  tbe  evil  oonaeqnencea  of  a  widied  life  will  be  so  great  aa 
to  dceerre  all  onr  pain*  and  Tigiknce  to  eacape  tbem :  and  we  ocmld  em- 
ploy  no  more  than  all  our  pains  and  vigilance  if  they  were  abeolotcdy 
eternal :  the  same  methods  of  i»etj  and  good  maQnen  are  neceaiary,  whe- 
duT  they  be  en<&ew,  or  only  temporary,  for  a  continuance  to  which  nobody 
can  set  the  certain  t>oands.  And  ahonld  they  be  in  any  di^ie  servtce^die 
to  the  spiritual  boat,  to  it  may  be  preanmed  tbe  happiness  of  componnd 
creatures  i>  likewise :  bat  bo  man  can  tell  whether  it  be  better  fw  that  host. 
&at  he  in  particalar  riioald  make  hinwelf  happy  cw  miscraUe,  therefore  his 
own  good  and  the  good  ot  his  own  qwdes  ia  to  be  his  sole  guidance  in  the 

Hiqs  the  notion  above  an^eated  can  haive  no  inflnaMe  upon  pracdoe, 
but  may  have  a  good  influence  npoo  onr  Atth,  althou^  itadf  not  a  neces- 
sary article  of  it :  for  that  is  mon  pore  and  aanng  when  eonluniiK  jvst 
aentiments  of  God,  conaiatent  and  muflBnn  thron^ont,  liaUe  to  no  donbta 
nor  difficulties,  ncnr  wavering.  But  I  have  known  very  piooa  persona  who 
foand  great  diffienlties  in  tbe  Utongkt  of  pnnishnent  abadotely  etenial,  as 
it  seems  to  indicate  an  invetenoy.  and  inaatiablenees  of  Tengeaaoe  ntteriy 
repi^nant  to  their  ideas  of  Goodneaa  and  Holiness,  uid  aa  the  incnning  or 
escaping  it  depends  much  npon  external  causes :  tor  though  we  oaouot  fail 
unless  by  our  own  wilfol  miseondnct,  and  most  work  out  our  salvation  by 
our  own  actions,  yet  it  is  undeniBble  that  our  Will  and  hearty  desire  to 
work  it  out  was  owing  in  great  nMasnre  to  the  utnatioD  wherein  we  were 
bom,  our  education,  the  company  we  have  Uleo  into,  events  touching  onr 
hearts,  and  other  favoarable  dreonutances,  none  of  which  were  of  our  own 
procorement,  but  derived  to  as  by  tbe  courses  of  Providence ;  which  seems 
to  infer  a  predilection  and  reprobation,  as  ntteriy  repugnant  to  their  ideas 
of  righteoasness  and  equity. 

The  compensation  snggeated  above,  although  made  at  an  itumense  dis- 
tance of  time,  will  suffice  to  obviate  tUs  difficulty  of  reoonciliug  the  ways  of 
Heaven  with  our  ideas  of  the  Attribntes :  for  God,  to  whom  a  thousand  years 
are  as  one  day,  in  whose  eye  the  magnitude  of  objecU  does  not  lessen  by 
thur  remoteness,  may  counterpoise  the  nearest  by  the  remotest  in  the 
Bcalea  of  his  equity  >  but  no  moonragement  to  sin  can  be  drawn  from  hence, 
for  things  lo  immensely  distant  do  not  weigh  vcfoa  our  imagination.  Uen 
may  possibly  allege  them  in  exonae  for  what  they  do  upon  other  inducements, 
«►  .•  i.  __. 'o  mistake  plausible  arguments  that  may  be  urged  in 
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joslificfttioii  of  our  conduct  for  the  real  motives  of  it;  butwluUever  Uiey  may 
preteDd,  when  th«y  do  wrong,  it  is  always  some  pleunre  of  the  day,  some 
[iiwDiit  puaioD  or  prcanng  desire  that  prevailed  on  them  to  do  it. 

If  theae  reuons  Bhall  be  allowed  to  obviate  the  objections  occnrring 
Bgunit  the  (cheme  proposed  in  the  last  section,  I  know  of  tUKie  other  ob- 
stade  that  should  hinder  its  reception :  and  then  the  general  interest  will  be 
extended  to  the  whole  host  of  created  beings,  carrying  with  it  that  of  every 
iodiTtdnal  contained  tberein.  The  ^uritn^  natores  will  have  an  interest  in 
the  mixed,  whose  labonn,  transactions,  and  sufferings,  contribute  to  the 
neoeisary  aipport  of  thor  happiness,  and  whose  enjoyments  lessen  the 
weight  <^  a  burden  diey  lie  liable  some  time  or  other  to  undergo  themstJves : 
the  impriaooed  have  hq  interest  in  the  state  of  their  elder  brethren  set  at 
large  in  the  fields  of  hapjaness,  which  in  dne  time  will  be  opened  to  them- 
selves ;  and  the  servioet  they  perform  are  but  improvements  of  the  rever- 
sion they  shall  one  day  inherit.  Thus  every  perceptive  creature  becomes  a 
citizen  erf  the  universe,  entitled  to  his  share  in  all  the  privileges  and  profits 
tberennto  belonging ;  and  whatever  he  does,  or  is  nmde  to  do  for  the  ad' 
vantage  of  the  whole,  redomids  to  his  own  private  benefit.  Nevertheless, 
this  £es  not  take  off  the  obligation  of  porsning  the  happiness  of  our  par- 
ticolar  species,  of  any  lesser  oommnnity,  of  oor  neighbour,  or  of  our  own 
persMis,  by  any  means  that  do  not  brmg  greater  detriment  upon  others  i 
because,  as  renMrked  in  a  former  place,  by  doing  good  to  any  one  member 
of  Ibe  universe,  we  add  something  to  the  stock  of  enjoyment  among  the 
whole :  but  it  may  serve  to  a  consolation  under  any  troubles  we  are  forced 
to  go  tlnronj^  in  a  good  cause,  or  see  fitUing  upon  ourselves  or  Mhers  in- 
evitably, or  accidentally,  to  reflect,  that  we  being  snbiected  thereto  by  that 
Providenoe  which  orders  all  things  for  the  best  advantage  of  oor  great  City, 
they  are  pttfchases  of  an  estate  to  oor  own  use  infinitely  more  valuable  than 
the  price  given  in  payment. 

lios^  gateral  interest  of  the  universe  has  this  advantage  artx  all  less 
general  interests,  that  it  turns  to  the  account  of  every  individual  member, 
whidh  is  not  always  the  case  with  any  of  the  others.  There  are  many  un* 
happy  wretches  who  it  is  believed  will  never  obtain  a  place  in  the  kingdom 
of  the  just,  and  so  have  no  part  in  that  great  blessing  of  the  human  spedes; 
many  private  persons  reap  no  benefit  from  advantages  accruing  to  the 
nation  or  society  whereto  they  belong.  What  are  those  brave  heroes  t^o 
better  who  have  perished  in  the  American  expeditions,  for  our  eocceises 
there  i  What  am  I  the  bettn-  who  am  taxed  in  my  land,  and  my  windows, 
and  my  beer  and  my  wine,  and  my  dry  goods,  and  almost  everything  I  uso 
m  possess  t  I  never  expect  the  return  of  a  sixpence  into  my  own  pocket 
from  all  those  acqniMtians ;  therefore  esteem  it  a  piece  of  virtuous  self-denial 
that  I  bear  my  burdens  wilHagly  and  cheerfully,  becanse  bdieving  them 
imposed  for  the  necessary  uses  of  my  country  ;  and  look  for  my  amends 
ir<m  the  great  general  interest,  which  I  ^iprehend  advanced  by  every  laud- 


lliis  general  interest  thai  we  may  presume  the  grand  aim  wboreto  all  the 
diapensationa  of  Providence  throughout  every  world  have  respect,  and  our 
grftdoua  Govefsor  acts  most  kindly  herdn  for  his  creatures,  bemuse  it  is 
man  valtMbla  to  every  one  of  them  without  exception,  than  any  inferior 
interest  wherein  they  may  have  a  share :  whence  follows  that  all  the  suc< 
ceases,  advartities,  tnmsactiona,  and  occurrences,  among  particuhu-  species, 
or  communities,  or  sin^e  persons,  contribote  something  in  their  several 
ways  towards  supporting  the  universal  happiness,  that  it  may  never  suffer 
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dimiDation.  I  ay  Bupporting,  for  though  I  hnve  before  ■poken  of  a 
there  scarce  seems  a  likelihood  that  it  should  admit  of  Kn  increase,  havioff 
been  givea  in  full  measure  on  the  first  creation  ;  as  we  may  reasonably  anp- 
pose,  because  there  could  be  no  higher  interest  to  be  served  by  a  deuy,  or 
gradual  growth  of  this  from  the  stages  of  imperfection.  But  whatever  wu 
necessary  for  its  suitentation  roust  never  have  been  wanting,  from  whence 
it  seems  an  tmavoidable  consequence,  that  thexe  ever  have  been  and  ever 
will  be  Earths  and  Hades  interspersed  among  the  universe,  thoogh  the  par- 
ticular creatures  have  their  appointed  time  to  pass  their  journ^  through 
them,  and  then  take  np  their  abode  for  an  infinitely  longer  continnaBce  in 
their  proper  home,  the  Spiritual  Nature. 

Thus  the  perfection  and  haiipiness  of  the  univerBe  remains  always  inva- 
riably  the  same,  but  that  of  the  human  species,  with  every  portion  and 
member  of  it,  perpetually  fluctuates ;  for  even  when  in  a  state  of  improve- 
meat,  that  improvemeot  admits  of  freqoent  intermissions  and  retrogradationB: 
It  is  like  the  tide  flowing  in  waves  upon  a  gently-rising  shore,  at  the  return 
of  every  wave  the  water  runs  backward,  thongh  the  tide  be  coming  forward 
all  the  wLile.  We  grow  from  infancy  by  gradual  but  not  continual  in- 
crease,  for  sickness  or  accident  sometimes  pulls  us  back,  but  when  recovered 
therefrom  find  ourselves  stronger  the  foUowingyear  than  we  were  the  pre- 
ceding. Few  who  have  improved  their  fortunes  but  'have  met  with  die^t- 
pointments  in  the  way,  when  things  seemed  to  turn  against  them  as  much 
as  ever  they  bad  been  favourable,  yet  those  very  untoward  accidents  some- 
times  prove  the  mesne  of  making  matters  better  than  they  were  before.  W« 
lay  in  stores  of  knowledge  with  greediness,  and  when  seeming  to  have  gotten 
them  complete,  find  them  unmanageable  by  their  number,  unfit  for  use, 
involved  in  doubts  and  perplexities ;  until  by  long  digestion,  order  springs 
imperceptibly  oat  of  confusion,  and  we  have  just  teamed  to  live  when  it  ia 
almost  time  to  die.  Nor  is  it  likely,  as  argued  in  a  fomter  place,  that  we 
should  carry  our  acquisitions  with  us,  because  our  old  ideas  must  be  trouble- 
some, as  giving  a  hankering  after  things  we  can  have  no  more,  and  casting 
a  terrifying  strangeness  upon  the  new  scenes  aroond  us :  yet  the  benefit  of 
them  may  accrue  by  their  fitting  our  organs  for  the  exercise  of  powers  and 
attainment  of  sciences  we  were  not  capable  of  here  ;  like  the  motions  of  a 
child  in  the  womb,  which  though  of  do  use  to  it  tiiere,  render  the  joints 
supple  for  the  subsequent  uses  of  life. 

So  likewise  the  grovrth  of  nations  proceeds,  in  amannerNmilarto  that  of 
our  faculties,  by  unequal  and  interrupted  advances:-  invasion,  rebellion, 
anarchy,  and  confusion,  seem  to  destroy  their  very  being  for  a  while,  but 
upon  every  emersion  out  of  those  disorders,  they  rise  with  fresh  vigour,  and 
a  better  settled  constitution  than  ever  they  had  aforetime. 

To  come  lastly  to  the  improvement  of  human  nature,  whidi  we  have 
compared  to  a  tree,  and  like  a  tree  it  has  its  winters  wherein  the  leavea  and 
honours  tall  oS,  the  juices  stagiMte,  and  it  appears  withered  and  lifeless. 
So  Religion  at  times  has  been  overwhelmed  with  ignorance,  superstition, 
n><%<0>  jugfflmg,  and  the  grossest  of  hmnan  inventions :  Philosophy  has 
d^enerated  into  sophistry,  oaptionsneM,  arrogance,  onavailing  curiosity, 
and  unintelligible  jargtnt :  both  have  been  trampled  under  foot  by  tmbitian, 
licentiousness,  war,  dnolation,  and  barbsHnn,  iaaomnch  that  addier  seemed 
to  have  any  footstep*  remaining  npon  earth.  Neverthdess,  Providence  has 
ever  preserved  latent  seeds  of  both  to  shoot  iqt  at  btervals  in  new  plants, 
■nnre  vigorous  and  beolthy  than  those  from  whence  they  were  produced : 
and  as  the  vine  extends  her  marriageable  anns  to  clasp  the  sturdy  dm  for 
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her  Mpport,  and  enrichei  him  with  her  dower  of  paqde  or  &inber  dintera  ; 
to  bftve  they  contribated  mutnolly  to  Mutain,  to  adoni,  and  to  fructify  one 
another. 

37.  We  ma;  prenme  the  tree  of  perftction'  etrikea  stronger  root  sad 
will  arrive  sooner  nt  complete  matoritj  for  being  some  times  cut  down,  than 
it  would  have  done  by  a  continiial  and  equable  growth.  Certain  it  ia  that 
moch  good  does  spring  from  evil,  onr  pains  often  prove  the  source  of  onr 
pleasures  :  enhancing  Uietr  sweetness  by  the  eoatraat,  creating  new  ones  in 
the  satiafoction  of  escaping  them,  exercising  our  activity  and  industry, 
which  may  supply  ns  with  many  vre  should  miaa  of;  disappointment  whets 
onr  sagacity,  and  adda  treasm-es  to  our  experience ;  even  vice  and  folly  have 
their  ahare  in  contributing  to  the  services  and  conrenienciee  of  the  world. 
How  should  we  man  onr  fleets  or  recruit  onr  armies  if  there  were  no  anch 
thing  as  idleness,  extravagance,  and  debancbery  in  the  kingdom  t  I  believe 
few  even  among  the  poorest  ever  breed  up  their  children  to  those  aervices, 
so  that  if  none  were  taken  into  them  who  did  not  enter  ont  of  prudence  or 
deliberate  choice,  (  fear  the  little  state  of  Genoa  might  be  able  to  ovemm 
na.  The  parents  wish  their  lada  to  get  a  safe  and  honest  Uvelihood  npon 
land  by  their  labonr.  or  to  leam  sMoe  mannal  trade  for  a  subsistence  :  bat 
when  a  young  feUow  is  good  for  nothing  else,  or  becomes  involved  in  debt, 
or  hampered  in  some  dangouus  amour,  then  away  he  goes  to  make  food 
for  powder,  or  a  sop  in  the  briny  broth  of  Ocean.  And  when  commenced 
warrior,  he  becomes  serviceaUe  more  by  his  imperfectiont  than  his  good 
qnalities:  the  watchings  and  fastings,  the  wants,  distresses,  bangs,  and 
bruises  be  has  brought  upon  himaelf  by  his  irr^nlaritiee,  inure  hun  to  a 
hardiness  that  nothing  can  hurt ;  hia  averseness  to  forethought  and  the 
habit  of  singing  Hang  sorrow,  cast  away  care,  render  him  intrepid,  because 
blind  to  danger,  insensibility  proving  a  soccedanenm  in  the  place  of  forti- 
tude i  that  hardest  of  virtues  to  be  acquired  by  contemplation  and  reaianing, 
and  last  learned  by  the  Divine  or  PhUosopher. 

Nor  is  it  unfrequent  that  the  vices  serve  like  rotten  dung  to  force  np  those 
exotic  plants  the  Virtnes  in  us :  violence  unites  the  oppressed  for  their 
mutual  defence,  gives  them  a  Uhing  to  one  another,  and  teaches  the  rudi- 
ments cJ  Charity ;  injury,  tc^ether  with  the  many  contrivances  employed 
for  colouring  it  over,  urge  us  to  ezamme  into  the  real  essence  of  justice ; 
craft  and  cozenage  keep  na  perpetoally  npon  our  guard,  put  our  faculties  to 
the  stretch,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  IVndence,  that  comer-stone  of  all  the 
other  virtues.  The  greatest  part  of  our  profitable  experience  we  gather 
from  the  wickedness  and  follies  foiling  within  our  notice ;  and  he  that  had 
never  met  with  a  cheat,  would  atand  open  to  be  imposed  npon  by  the  first 
that  should  take  him  in  hand.  The  simplicity  of  innocence  seems  so  have 
been  the  source  of  all  our  niiafbrtunes,  for  if  Eve  had  been  deceived  before 
by  the  serpent  into  some  imprudences  not  criminal,  she  might  have  been 
aware  of  his  wiles,  and  escaped  that  fotal  error  which  proved  the  condemna- 
*tion  of  us  all.  Onr  own  miscarriagea  diacover  to  us  the  weakness  of  our  na- 
ture, and  direct  us  what  cares  to  take  for  amending  it ,  they  mortify  onr 
pride,  convince  us  of  our  dependence,  and  show  that  we  are  not  masters  of 
onr  own  actions  and  thoughts,  thereby  manifesting  the  necessify  of  manage- 
ment and  discipline  to  bring  them  into  order.  Temptations  are  necessary 
to  invigorate  our  restdntion  by  continually  struggling  with  them,  for  he  will 
never  get  an  unshaken  seat  in  the  saddle,  who  never  rides  an  unruly  horse. 
More  than  half  the  employment  in  life,  and  half  the  use  of  reason,  springs 
from  our  inordinate  apjietites,  and  the  unreasonableness  of  others  :  weie 
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tkoM  totally  remored,  there  would  be  no  bnainew  for  ditcratioD,  not  vigour 
ofmiDdoi^liiig  as  to  puraue  steBdil;  the  deteniiuutioiu  of  our  judgment.  ' 
Nothing  so  amy  u  to  live  among  a  tociety  of  equitable,  obliging  penoos, 
without  paBBioa  or  detire  of  our  own  to  distiirb  u> ;  we  tihonld  never  know 
our  wants  or  infirmities,  nor  make  aay  advance  towards  perfecting  our  nu- 
tnre ;  but  it  is  war  and  powerfol  reaiatance  that  make  the  hero,  <^ipoaitir>n 
and  counterplotting  that  comfJete  the  politician.  The  violence,  greediness, 
and  eel&hnees  of  a  wicked  world  require  and  teach  ue  akiil  and  fn-titade 
to  steer  with  a  safe  ctniacience  among  them ;  the  nnroliness  of  oar  own 
appetites  and  deceitfulnees  of  ain  oblige  ui  to  act  with  policy,  and  practise 
the  art  of  making  little  adviuicee  for  the  intereata  of  virtus  under  favour^ 
able  circouiitances. 

Add  further,  that  widcedness  and  passion  set  many  exceUent  examines, 
by  impelling  to  deeds  that  virtue  might  be  glad  to  copy;  for  it  is  not  beneath 
us  to  learn  of  anybody,  provided  we  t^tply  our  learning  to  bOter  uses  than 
thoae  who  taoght  us.  The  moralists  exhort  us  to  this  method.  Juvenal 
addresses  his  pu^ls  the  Mune  way :  Villaint,  saya  he,  can  leave  their  beds 
before  day,  to  cat  people's  throats,  why  then  cannot  you  take  an  honr  from 
your  pillow  for  your  health  and  qxrits'  sake  }  Tlie  divine  moralist  reeom- 
mcnds  our  imitation  of  the  unjust  steward,  in  hia  pravident  care  for  the 
future,  that  he  might  be  received  into  a  commodious  habitation  when  toroed 
out  of  his  present.  It  would  do  ns  no  hurt  to  take  pattern  from  tiie  Devil, 
who  goeth  about,  like  a  roaring  lion,  eeeking  incetaantly  whom  be  may 
devour,  and  setting  all  his  wits  at  work  to  draw  the  prey  into  his  snares,  n 
we  could  learn  thereby  to  be  as  indefatigable  in  dohig  good  as  he  is  in 
wreaking  his  malice ;  and  tboae  disciples  of  his  who  have  spent  years  of  toil 
and  trouble  in  coatrivancea  to  gjnt  their  revenge,  maj  teach  us  perseverance 
in  the  presecatimi  of  a  good  design  through  the  greatest  diaoosntgonent 
and  difficulties  that  may  stand  in  our  way.  The  command  of  pasnon  and 
easiness  under  abnse  practised  by  the  ambitious,  the  com]diance  with  sB 
bnnuMirs  by  the  flatterer,  the  hardineaa  of  the  nightJobber,  dM  application 
of  the  ^dc-podtet,  the  vrire-danoes',  and  the  balance-master,  to  become 
expert  in  their  several  arts,  the  fearkaeneas  of  death,  the  contempt  of  pain 
and  distress  in  the  common  soldier  or  lailor,  may  serve  as  lessons  and  in- 
citementa  from  whence  we  may  draw  something  to  our  advantage:  for 
though  these  things  can  scarcely  be  called  Virtues  in  the  persons  who  ponesi 
them,  yet  are  they  ingredients  which  may  vrell  enter  into  the  cwnpositifm 
of  virtue. 

38.  We  may  observe  that  God,  in  the  courses  of  his  ptmdence,  em- 
ploys evils  to  tning  forth  excellent  purposea :  he  raises  kingdoms  from 
bands  of  robbers,  outlaws,  and  pirates,  by  ra^nne,  violence,  rebellion,  mis- 
rale,  and  narrow  eelfishnesa  of  iJl  kinda.  How  much  are  we  obliged  to  die 
Norman  invasion,  unmlinees  of  the  Barons,  nsurpationa  of  the  Pope,  £sso- 
■uteneaa  of  the  Monka,  despotic  passion  of  the  last  Harry,  hypocritical  seal 
for  religion  and  Uberty  in  the  next  age,  and  headlMig  snperatiti<m  of  popish 
monarch  for  onr  present  happy  constitution  ?  and  I  may  add,  fcx'  the  robust* 
ness  and  vigour  oF  it,  to  the  enoKNNdiing  temper  of  a  neighbouring  nation. 
He  "■Hi"tflii>T  the  polity  of  nations  by  ambition,  thirst  of  title,  and  of  power ; 
for  who  would  submit  to  be  thwarted  in  the  cabinet,  baited  to  pariiameni, 
and  lampooned  in  public,  vrithoot  some  fond  paantm  for  rule  to  tickle  hia 
bncy  ?  he  preserves  their  Uberty  by  lioeotjowness,  impatience  of  control, 
and  envy  ;  fmr  who  would  ever  mind  what  the  ministers  do,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  secret  pteasure  there  is  in  the  thought  ot  mortifying  the  great  ?  Ha 
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lawls  to  ■  pnnapfe  of  bMunr,  that  BoUeit  Bentiment  in  the  hmuD  brewt, 
by  the  deure  of  excdling,  ineoinadi  that  come  have  made  emnktioit  a 
virtoe :  he  iharrmm  onr  fiwnlties  hj  die  wbetitoiM  of  pervoseneM  and  Uti- 
BoaaneM,  which  drive  n  to  daw  ooaeeflMn  by  the  paina  taken  to  minut- 
Sentand  na.  teaidiea  lobriety  and  diaention  by  aedng  reaaon  tnrned  to 
maton  qieonlatkna  or  miachieTonB  pnrpoeea,  and  made  an  advocate  for 
the  paauont ;  he  czerciaea  oar  patknce  by  the  diaeaaea,  paina,  and  tron. 
Uea,  craueqseat  upon  our  iDtemperance  and  fbUiea,  awtdieiia  our  vigilance 
by  the  aelf-partiality  d  all  whom  we  have  to  deal  with,  apon  na  to  ac- 
tivi^  by  tlie  pnaHng  importoni^  at  onr  daairee,  and  weaua  na  from  thia 
wo^  by  onr  eagemesa  tn  hunting  after  pleaanrea  until  they  doj  with 
contiaoal  repetition. 

Nor  doee  he  find  the  widcdnen  of  m^  improper  irtieela  for  carrying 
on  hia  moat  important  deaisna  amon^  them  :  the  turbolence  of  the  Gracchi, 
ambition  of  the  Cmara,  uta  exorbitancy  ot  the  Romana  awallowing  np 
their  neighbouring  natioua  one  after  another,  the  diacorda  and  fa^ionB 
among  thoae  nationa  rendering  them  an  easy  prey,  all  contribitfed  to  estab- 
liab  that  peace  and  oootinned  interconrae  thronghont  a  great  part  of  the 
then  known  world,  whidi  w«a  neceaaary  for  forwarding  the  promtdgation 
of  the  Goapel.  The  treacher?  of  Jndaa,  and  the  invetnacy  of  the  Jewa 
crying  Cn^fy  him,  cmcify  hun,  were  made  the  pftncipal  inMramenta  in 
worttmg  ont  our  Redraiption :  trials  and  peraecntiona  were  eent  to  perfect 
the  fint  dtadplea :  aoperatitioa  and  paicateiaft  have  occaaoned  the  calling 
in  reaaon  to  diaoover  dieiT  aitifieea,  and  purify  Bdigion  fram  their  cmr- 
ruptiona :  enthouaam  on  the  <me  hand,  and  frM-dunking  on  the  other, 
•till  continue  to  Iteqt  na  in  the  gdden  maaB.  and  mb  offthe  fenlnenof  all 
lunda  that  ia  i^  to  gathor  abont  na.  Teatperance,  patience,  hnmility, 
fortitnde,  and  moat  M  our  other  vhrtnea,  oosMt  in  rcaiating  our  ^f)e- 
titea,  and  walkii^  norigbtly  amidat  the  violent,  the  deceit&l,  ttie  jdap- 
tnoiM,  and  the  aelfiali :  ao  Quit  reaaon  and  inordinntf  deaire  aeem  to  be 
the  two  flutagonitt  moaclei  whidi  give  motion  to  the  bnnaeaB  of  Uie ;  if 
either  of  tliiem  kae  ita  tone,  the  other  beCMnea  en&ebkd  <xe  connlaed, 
and  a  paralytio  diaorder  enaoea. 

Nor  doea  there  want  room  to  imagine  that  good  may  aprmg  ont  of  evil 
in  other  aoila  than  tboae  ot  thia  aablnaary  ^obe ;  we  read  that  the  wided 
were  created  for  the  day  of  tim  Lord,  tad  this  nmy  be  nnderatood  not 
odIj  bb  their  pnniihmmt  aervea  for  a  Taming  to  keep  the  jnat  in  their 
duty,  by  atrengthraiing  their  averaion  to  the  canaaa  of  the  mkoiea  exhi- 
bited, but  aa  the  righteoot  may  find  aomething  in  the  chnnetBis  of  th« 
wicked  capable  (^  being  turned  to  their  own  advantasn :  for  we  ham 
aeen  above,  that  vice  doet  eometimea  prodnoe  outward  actkma  in  thia 
woiid,  which  if  proceeding  &om  virtue,  would  be  the  *»gt»»*  ezeraaea  of 
it :  why  then  ahinild  we  judge  it  impoaaible,  that  the  like  may  tuqipen  is 
the  next?  That  unmoveaUe  determination  ^Mn  a  particalar  ptuyoee, 
that  impetuoaity  of  reacdution  and  inaenaibility  to  impending  nnaduem  ob* 
aerred  m  tha  reprobate,  may  iostmct  the  righleons  bow  to  imitate  Utem 
upon  better  occaai<m«.  And  if,  aa  eiqipoaed  in  the  ViiiaB,  tb^  have  the 
entire  command  of  their  paieiona  to  atir  th«n  vp  for  particidar  aervioee  aa 
wanted,  they  may  find  example*  of  more  vigorona  paonon  in  vioiona  dia- 
racten,  and  take  stronger  impreaaioua  by  meana  of  their  f^^'"'*  langnag^ 
than  perlu^  reaaon  could  ever  work  np.  Ilien  for  the  pniely  ^iritnuhoat, 
although  we  cannot  certainly  tell  how  the  evils,  among  inferior  creabnea 
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operate  to  their  benefit,  yet  that  they  do  so  operxte,  I  htve  already  giren 

reasons  to  evince. 

Since  then  «e  find  evil,  as  wcQl  moral  as  physical,  productive  of  many 
valatary  fhiits,  why  should  we  deem  it  nnwortby  a  pUce  in  the  plan  ^ 
Providence,  c^  the  permission  of  it  repugnant  to  oar  ideas  of  GoodneBS  and 
Holiness  ?  for  it  is  the  oltimate  end  had  in  prospect,  not  the  means  neces- 
sary to  attain  it,  that  denominate  the  quality  of  an  action.  Therefbre  it 
ought  not  to  be  made  «  rock  of  offence,  nor  thought  an  impeachment  of  the 
divine  Goodness,  that  evil  is  permitted  :  onr  opinion  of  that  Attribute  need 
only  persuade  us  that  God  never  tenninatea  his  view  upon  evil,  not  even  of 
the  particolar  creature  whereon  it  falls.  He  suflere  frailties  in  the  good 
for  their  trial,  their  warning,  their  instruction,  their  correction,  and  amend- 
ment :  he  Eoffers  vicioos  chantcten  for  the  advantage  of  the  community ; 
he  suffers  wickedness,  dissolution  and  destruction  in  communities,  for  pro- 
moting his  gracions  designs  in  the  advancement  of  human  nature  ;  he  suf- 
fers imperfection,  reprobatioD,  and  misery  in  the  species,  for  some  anknown 
benefit  redounding  therefrom  to  the  spiritual  host,  in  which  host  every  per- 
ceptive individual  in  the  creation  has  its  principal  interest.  And  nothing 
hinders  bnt  we  may  believe  that  our  gracions  Governor  has  reduced  the 
quantity  of  evil  in  Uie  whole  universe  to  as  smalt  a  compass  as  was  possible 
in  the  nature  and  constitntlon  of  things. 

39.  That  Nature  and  things  were  origint^y  so  constituted  as  to  make 
any  quantity  necessary,  is  matter  of  Creation,  which  we  have  no  focnlties 
nor  light  fmta  experience  to  understand :  for  the  first  Creation  mast  have 
been  a  pure  act,  but  we  never  saw  a  Creation,  nor  have  any  txmception  of 
a  pure  act  proceeding  without  motives  occurring  from  observation  of  pre* 
existent  objects ;  and  it  has  been  shown  elsewhere,  that  there  must  have 
been  other  Attribatea,  whereof  we  have  no  imagination,  concerned  in  the 
bnsiness  of  Creation.  Bnt  like  Moses  we  are  admitted  only  to  see  the  back 
parta  of  God,  or  rather  the  image  of  them  reflected  in  his  works,  for  no 
man  can  see  his  hce  and  live,  or  while  he  lives  :  it  is  no  wonder  then  we  do 
not  discern  the  full  beauty  and  symmetry  of  the  Attributes,  some  whereof 
are  to  us  unseen  and  utterly  unknown.  And  yet  if  there  appear  any  imper- 
fecti<m  in  the  reflected  image,  it  is  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  our  optics : 
for  could  we  behold  distant  good  in  as  striking  colonrs  as  present  pleasure, 
and  bad  we  ajoataenteoft^  vast  disproportion  evil  bears  to  good  through- 
oat  the  Uoiverw,  and  in  the  portion  cf  every  individual  member,  we  should 
despise  it  foi  its  smallneas,  nor  think  it  any  abatement  in  our  idea  of  good- 
ness. We  have  seen  in  former  chapters,  there  is  no  reason  to  estimate  it 
higher  than  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  our  jonmey  throu^  matter, 
oouqukred  with  that  of  the  abode  in  spiritual  substance ;  or  the  number  of 
creatures  in  a  state  of  imperfection,  to  those  partaking  of  the  purely  spiri- 
tual nature,  that  is,  one  to  many  millions  of  millioos.  But  let  as  take  it 
only  at  one  million,  and  compnte  how  many  years  a  million  of  minutes  will 
amount  to,  vrtiioh  we  shall  find  above  two  and  twenty ;  if  then  a  man  were 
to  live  to  the  age  of  Methuselah  in  perfect  happiness  and  full  enjoyment  of 
everything  he  could  desire,  excepting  only  that  he  were  to  be  in  pain  for 
one  minute  in  every  two  end  twenty  years,  he  wonid  find  no  cause  to  com- 
plain or  mnrmur  at  the  hardness  of  his  lot.  Bnt  our  minntes  of  trouble 
sometimes  oome  so  thick  together  that  they  make  a  link  fiirther  than  we 
can  discern  objecta  with  an  aflecting  clearness  :  so  that  the  millions  of  joy- 
ful minates  b^nd  tbe  line  have  no  weight  in  onr  estimation,  not  for  want 


by  Google 


IMITATION  OF  GOD.  8S8 

of  real  substance,  but  because  oar  conceni  bniig  engaged  by  things  in  pro- 
portioa  to  their  nearaess,  we  can  ruse  none  for  those  lying  very  remote ; 
and  thus  omr  scniples  arise  from  the  imperfectian  of  our  judgment,  setting 
a  value  solely  upon  things  near  at  hand,  and  unable  to  discern  a  goodnesn 
the  effects  whereof  we  do  not  immediately  feel. 

Yet  there  are  many  persons  whom  a  little  sober  consideration  can  satisfy. 
that  it  is  no  impeachment  of  Goodness  to  bring  on  a  few  physical  evils, 
which  work  out  a  much  greater  good :  but  the  grand  stumbling-block  lies  in 
moral  evQ,  for  wliich  they  cannot  conceive  that  provision  should  be  made 
by  a  righteous  and  holy  Being.  But  Righteousness  and  Holiness  cannot 
vary  from  Gooduess,  therefore  whatever  is  ultimately  prodnctive  of  good, 
must  be  right  and  holy  :  for  the  very  essence  of  mond  evil  depends  upon 
natural ;  sin  were  no  sin,  nor  would  God  or  reason  forbid  it,  if  the  works 
of  it  never  brought  hurt  or  damage  npon  any  creature  whatever.  Therefore 
pbysical  evil  being  once  accounted  for,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  accounting 
for  the  moral ;  for  if  the  mischiefs  it  produces  be  necessary  in  the  universe, 
tliej  must  fall  somewhere,  and  as  I  have  already  argued  in  the  Chapter  npon 
Holiness,  it  is  more  gracious  and  merciful  that  they  should  be  incurred  by 
wilful  transgression,  than  commanded  as  a  duty,  or  imposed  ss  an  inentable 
bnrden  iq>on  the  righteous.  Nor  need  we  fbar  that,  vent  being  given  *o 
wickedness,  it  ahould  overflow  beyond  bounds  to  make  havoc  in  the  creation : 
for  God,  who  has  all  hearts  iu  his  hand,  and  can  raise  np  children  nnto 
Abraham  of  the  stones,  can  mark  out  the  exact  limits  to  iniquity,  that  it 
surpass  not  what  is  jnet  neceseaty  for  his  gracious  purposes,  and  rescue  the 
most  obdurate  from  the  dominiou  of  it  iritoiever  that  necessity  comes. 
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W«  are  exhorted  in  the  Gospel  to  be  as  holy  as  God  is  holy,  perfect  as 
onr  Father  whi(^  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,  and  reason  directs,  that  although 
we  mu?t  never  expect  to  hit  the  mark  of  perfection,  yet  we  ought  always 
to  take  oar  aim  directly  towards  it,  and  endeavour  to  shape  our  proceedingE 
by  the  coropletest  model.  Now  what  completer  model  can  we  have,  than 
the  Fountain  of  wisdom  and  blessings,  who  is  gracious  in  all  bis  dealings, 
good  and  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  with  whom  is  no  envy  nor  malice,  noi 
paswon,  nor  error,  nor  selfishness,  nor  variableness,  nor  shadow  of  change. 
NevertheleBS,  as  there  is  no  rule  so  salutary  that  may  not  be  perverted  to 
miscbievons  purposes,  men  may  take  occasion  to  justify  wicked  practices 
under  a  notion  of  imitating  the  divine  example  :  and  I  should  be  yerj  sorry 
to  have  given  a  handle  for  such  plea  by  having  in  severs]  parts  of  this  work 
ascribed  all  events  to  the  provinons  of  Heaven,  made  in  cert^n  knowledge 
and  purpose  of  their  being  produced  thereby ;  and  particularly  in  the  last 
Chapter  represented  both  moral  and  physical  evil  as  comprised  within  the 
plan  of  Providence,  and  employed  to  work  out  its  gracious  designs  :  which 
some  perhaps  may  interpret,  making  God  the  Author  of  siu,  the  encourager 
and  approver  of  aJl  that  is  committed. 

Now  I  do  not  fear  to  be  suspected  of  such  an  intention  by  any  candid  dis- 
putant, for  it  is  always  esteemed  unfair  to  charge  an  antagonist  with  con- 
sequenoes  following  from  his  doctrines,  which  he  does  not  see  and  does  not 
avow.  But  this  consequence  I  utterly  disclaim  ;  yet  shsll  not  rest  contented 
with  such  defence,  being  not  so  solicitous  to  save  my  own  cre^t,  as  to  prevent 
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miachief  enoaing  to  BDybodf  from  the  tfainga  I  admnoe :  tberefore  BltlMHi{^ 
I  have  already  luuidled  thif  paint  in  the  Chapter(m  Holinesi,  shall  ^ye  it  k 
re-examiiuitiaa  kere,  ecteeming  repetition  and  Bupeifluity  more  pardoDable 
than  deficiencj  npon  a  matter  of  thu  importanee,  because  one  may  have  the 
Indi  to  cut  a  light  apon  things  in  a  lecond  attempt,  rendering  tliem  appa- 
nnt  to  penene  with  whom  one  had  Auled  in  tiie  firat. 

I  Hhall  obeerre  then,  that  we  do  not  always  imitate  another  by  doing  the 
same  actiona  that  he  does,  where  the  stations  and  powers  are  difiin-ent,  but 
by  conducting  onrselvea  within  onr  province  with  the  same  temper,  dispost- 
tione,  and  views.  The  private  man,  who  sboold  talce  state  open  him  becanse 
done  by  the  king,  or  pmush  a  criminal  becanse  having  seen  the  liJie  proce- 
dure in  a  m^strate,  could  never  justify  himself  npon  tibeir  example,  because 
they  wonld  not  have  done  the  like  ia  his  ctrcnmstjotcce ;  for  the  same  deed 
may  proceed  from  opposite  principles  in  difoent  agents.  But  we  must  re- 
member, that  God  is  in  heaven,  and  we  upon  eertii,  that  his  knowledge  is 
infinite,  his  command  overall  things,  and  iJiere  is  nothing  external  to  inter- 
fere wi^his  work,  or  obstruct  his  operations  in  the  univene :  therefore  he 
diseeraa  the  exact  consequences  of  evil,  and  is  able  to  restrain  it  within  cer- 
tain bounds,  that  it  prodoce  n<ne  but  such  as  are  salutary;  neither  is  there 
hazard  of  any  accident  to  hiiKler  the  snccesi  of  his  measures.  To  us  he  has 
givenaportiomofandentandingand  power,  and  a  narrow  sphere  m  act  in, 
whcrnn  it  is  our  bnnneM  to  conduct  onrsdves  by  tiie  same  spirit  as  observ- 
able in  his  providence,  that  of  ordering  all  things  for  the  best,  according  to 
oar  litde  skill  to  discern  it.  Bat  our  prospects  being  short,  we  can  never  see 
the  remotest  consequences  of  our  actions,  thenfere  must  t^e  moral  good  for 
our  guide,  directing  as  to  such  as  are  profitable :  if  it  sometimes  seems  lead- 
ing into  inconveniences,  yet  we  know  not  what  unthonght-of  mischieft  may 
ensue  upon  other  occasions  by  weakening  its  authority  with  ourselves  or 
others  :  for  if  we  lose  nght  of  our  polar  star,  we  shall  quickly  wander  into 
inextricable  difficoltiee,  nor  can  jurtiiy  ourselves  upon  the  example  of  him, 
whose  Wisdom  sets  him  above  the  need  of  any  guldanoe. 

2.  But  our  Acuities  bung  scanty,  we  cannot  carry  in  our  imaginatioB 
everything  that  our  reason  convinces  bs  must  be  truth,  without  great  damage 
to  ourselves;  for  which  reason,  although  we  mast  confess  that  all  events 
proceed  with  the  knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  Providence,  neverthdesH. 
there  is  a  necessary  distinction  to  be  made  between  things  providential,  and 
others  that  are  not,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  in  the  Chapter  bear- 
ing that  title :  nor  ought  we  ever  to  ascribe  things  trivial  or  wicked  to 
God,  for  fear  of  giving  us  a  fondneee  for  the  one,  or  lessening  onr  abhor- 
rence of  the  other.  For  there  is  a  different  set  c>f  ideas,  a  difieieat  tnni  of 
oonceptioH  and  language  for  contemplation,  and  for  oomnxm  use :  therefore 
it  is  remarkable,  &at  in  exhortatory  discourses  upon  this  subject,  we  are 
cautioned  against  believing  God  the  Author  of  sin,  the  phrase  employed  is 
not  his  bring  the  cause,  for  this  manner  of  expression  ia  not  usually  coireut 
ID  common  speech;  on  the  other  hand,  in  oar  speculations,  to  whatever 
original  causes  we  may  ascribe  the  existence  of  moral  evil,  we  never  t;>eak 
of  him  as  being  the  author  of  it,  for  cause  and  author  are  two  very  difierent 
things.  He  who  takes  out  an  execution  for  a  sum  which  the  debtor's 
effects  are  but  just  toScient  to  raise,  may  be  Hm  cause  of  his  being  reduced 
to  poverty  and  distress,  but  cannot  with  propriety  be  chained  as  the  author 
of  his  troubles ;  a  jostice  of  peace  reading  the  proclamation  to  a  mob  of 
rioters,  who  he  knows  will  not  disperse,  is  the  cause  of  the  felony  and  the 
Duniduncnt  consequent  thereupon,  yet  cannot  be  called  the  author  of  them, 
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nor  impntaUe  therewith  :  for  being  die  author  impliM  giving  k  nDCtion  or 
authori^  to  a  tbing,  doing  it  with  delight,  or  settiiig  itas  &  precedent  to  be 
followed.  Therefore  if  any  nuin  Bhoold  happen  to  believe  God  the  caote  of 
nn,  it  will  do  him  no  hart,  provided  he  do  not  imagioe  him  the  immediate 
caoM  impdling  or  drawing  thereinto  sapematorally,  nor  that  the  coamv- 
rion  of  it  will  itand  approved  or  excused  in  hi«aig^t,  or  be  the  lew  oboox- 
iooa  to  ptmiahment  npon  that  account. 

Bat  Hie  perplexitiea  involving  this  subject  spring  from  mingling  concep- 
tions belonging  to  the  two  langoagea  together  by  a  kind  of  htdf-reaaauing, 
that  nifBoe*  to  raise  difficulties  but  not  pursue  them  to  an  ierae :  for  there 
are  those  who  will  argue,  that  if  caoaee  were  provided  for  the  production  of 
evil,  die  eoaunission  of  it  must  be  ^[HOvcd  ot;  for  it  ia  absurd  to  suppose 
that  God  would  admit  an  event  into  hi*  plan,  which  he  should  not  approve 
of  whm  happening.  But  why  so  ?  Tlie  magistrate  above  mentioned  mi^ 
not  approve  of  the  felony  he  gave  occasion  to  by  an  act  performed  fiar  the 
preservati<ni  of  peace  and  disoonragement  of  riots  ?  and  a  man  may  take 
phyaic  widiont  approving  of  the  coromotiona  it  will  raise  in  him,  if  he 
thinks  it  expedient  for  his  health's  sake :  so  God  may  permit  wickednen  he 
does  not  approve  of,  for  the  sake  of  the  consequences  to  result  from  it. 
W^,  but,  say  they,  this  will  make  the  matter  worse,  for  those  omsequences 
are  the  grievoos  punishment  of  the  transgressor :  so  you  represent  the  su- 
preme Being  as  craftily  malicious,  giving  course  to  iniqui^  that  he  may 
have  just  cause  to  take  vengeanoe  on  the  perpetratora.  So  indeed  1  own  it 
must  be  regarded  if  we  atop  at  the  punishment ;  but  the  mistakes  all  along 
proceed  fi^  our  sticking  half  way  nitfaout  carrying  cor  thongfata  to  the 
end,  whidi  the  snffering  ought  not  to  be  esteemed,  for  there  are  the  services 
resulting  to  the  univow  beyond  whereto  the  eye  of  Providence  extends  ; 
therefore  God  no  more  delights  in  the  punishment  than  he  approves  the  sin, 
batpermits  both  for  the  necesaary  naes  they  are  of  to  his  Creatios. 

lina  if  evil  be  permitted  by  him,  or  even  were  die  causes  of  it  appointed 
by  his  Providence,  we  coold  not  then  pronounce  it  approved  or  pleasing  in 
his  ai^t :  for  it  is  a  too  subtle  refinement  upon  wonia,  drawing  them  out 
of  their  gennine  sense,  to  understand  by  disapproved,  an  event  that  happens 
against  his  Will,  for  nothing  can  ever  ao  happen ;  or  by  di^eaaing,  some- 
thing that  gives  him  uneasiness  or  vexation,  for  these  he  is  not  capable  of 
receiving.  But  in  the  obvions  natural  sense  of  approbation  and  pleasure 
wherein  alone  we  have  any  concern  to  regard  them,  they  belong  to  actions 
whereto  God  has  annexed  a  blesang  or  reward :  and  if  we  take  them  in  this 
proper  sigoificatitHi  aa  commonly  understood,  it  will  not  follow  that  evil  is 
approved  or  pleasing,  because  permitted  for  the  sake  of  some  necessary  uses, 
accruing  from  the  punishment  incurred  thereby.  The  approbation  of  God 
rests  wholly  and  sdely  upon  onr  good  actions,  and  our  endeavours  to  pro- 
mote them,  as  well  in  onrselves  as  others,  are  alone  pleasing  in  his  sight ; 
even  in  cases  where  it  is  hia  Will,  for  wise  pnrpoees  to  ns  unknown,  that 
those  endeavours  should  not  succeed.  If  the  master  of  a  vessel  having  a 
hundred  hands  on  board,  being  overtaken  in  a  storm,  employ  all  his  care  and 
diligence  to  weather  it,  and  be  exdted  to  exert  himself  more  strennoualy  in 
compassion  to  his  crew  and  justice  to  his  own«s,  nevertheless  the  ship  with 
all  its  freight  is  overwhelmed  in  the  sea :  we  must  craiclude  from  the  event, 
that  it  was  the  Will  of  Heaven  they  should  perish,  yet  both  God  and  man 
will  appland  the  master  thon^  he  did  bis  utmost  to  oppose  that  Will, 
because  he  did  it  not  in  the  spirit  of  opposition,  but  in  compliance  widi  the 
rules  of  rectitude  which  we  are  always  to  look  upon  as  the  Will  of  God.    - 
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In  like  manDer  we  may  gather,  from  expetieuce  of  onnelvea  end  all 
around  ns,  it  has  pleased  God  to  permit,  that  folly  and  wickedness  of  all 
kinds  sboi^ii  abound  in  the  world,  and  that  we  ourselves  should  be  foiled  by 
temptations :  yet  we  shall  become  most  acceptable  to  him  by  setting  oar- 
•elTea  with  all  our  might  to  oppose  the  growth  of  ?rickednesB,  and  stmggle 
against  every  temptation  assailing  us.  For  though  it  should  be  his  Will 
that  offences  shell  come,  it  is  not  his  Will  that  we  should  co-operate  thereto : 
therefore  wo  is  to  him  by  whom  they  come.  I  have  observed  in  the  last 
section  of  the  preceding  Chapter,  that  inordinate  desire  and  reason  seem  to 
be  the  two  antagonist  moscles  giving  motion  to  all  the  business  of  life,  so 
that  the  business  is  carried  on  by  the  contrary  action  of  those  muscles :  if 
there  were  no  temptation,  virtue  would  have  little  work  to  do ;  if  there  were 
no  virtue,  temptation  would  fail  of  its  destined  efiect ;  but  the  work  is  com- 
pleted by  the  resistance  of  one  against  the  other.  God  has  been  pleased  to 
assign  us  the  esercise  of  reason  for  our  task ;  this  then  is  to  be  our  attention 
and  oar  care :  whatever  we  perceive  tending  to  draw  us  aside  from  that 
eierdse,  we  are  to  resist  to  l^e  uttermost :  if  he  has  any  secret  purpose  to 
overpower  our  reason,  there  is  no  fear  that  by  resisting  we  ahonld  defeat  it, 
for  lie  purposes  of  God  will  always  take  effect,  and  a  better  effect  for  ns 
upon  our  resistance,  when  made  out  of  a  r^ard  to  our  duty.  Therefore  let 
ns  keep  steadily  to  the  province  allotted  us,  esteeming  it  presumption  and 
sacrilege  to  encroach  upon  the  divine  prerogative :  for  the  penniasion  of  evil 
is  the  prerogative  of  God  reserved  solely  to  his  own  management,  he  alone 
knows  the  proper  measure  of  it,  and  when  it  will  produce  more  salutary 
than  pemidons  fruits  among  his  creatures. 

3.  The  benefits  of  ev3,  for  which  we  may  presume  it  was  permitted, 
accrue  either  to  particular  persons,  or  to  communities,  or  the  Species,  or 
the  Universe :  to  particular  persons  it  serves  for  their  trial,  their  correction, 
their  humiliation,  and  awakening  their  vigilance :  but  there  can  be  no  trial 
of  strength  without  exerting  it  in  opposition  to  the  adversary,  no  correc- 
tion without  endeavours  to  mend  the  frailty  when  discovered ;  a  voluntary 
defeat  will  not  prove  a  humiliation,  because  we  may  think  we  could  have 
conquered  had  we  tried  for  it ;  snd  our  vigilance  is  not  avrakened  unless  we 
stand  upon  our  guard  against  fnture  surprises ;  therefore  so  far  as  we  wil- 
lingly ^ve  way  to  temptation,  we  prevent  the  good  effects  it  might  have 
had  upon  us.  Nor  can  we  know  the  exact  measure  proper  for  our  uses,  or 
if  we  could,  it  were  needless  to  do  anything  for  completmg  it ;  for  we  may 
rest  assured  that  the  proper  measure  is  already  provided  in  our  frailty,  and 
the  external  allurements  around  us :  so  we  have  no  occasion  to  increase  it ; 
but  as  we  are  taught  to  pray.  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  use  oar  endeavours  towards  preventing  what  we  pray  against, 
or  else  our  prayers  will  be  but  hypocrisy  and  mockery,  being  themselves  th« 
very  evil  we  pray  to  escape. 

Neither  can  we  know  the  conduciveness  of  evil  to  any  more  or  less  ge- 
neral interest,  therefore  we  can  have  no  warrant  to  give  it  scope:  we  see 
nothing  but  disorder  and  mischief  come  from  it,  the  intricate  channel  by 
which  good  flows  from  that  disorder  and  mischief  are  discernible  to  God 
alone ;  therefore  the  penniasion  of  it  may  be  gracious  and  holy  in  him,  yet 
the  practice  of  it  would  be  malignant  and  wicked  in  us.  There  is  room  to 
apprehend  the  advantage  accrues  ultimately  to  the  spiritual  host,  and  it  was 
for  their  sakes  that  evil  has  a  place  in  nature;  but  we  can  form  no  rule 
from  thence  for  shaping  our  measDres,  for  want  of  light  to  discern  in  what 
DMUtner  the  advantage  accrues:  for  though  it  be  probable  they  have  an  in- 
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tereat  in  all  transactioiu  and  occurreDces  paaaiiig  here  below,  yet  we  can 
never  know  what  particular  condoct  is  most  expedient  for  them  to  be  pur- 
sued. Perhaps  it  may  be  matter  of  consequence  to  the  Mimdane  Soal, 
whether  I  aball  put  on  my  light  or  my  daik-coloured  suit  to-morrow,  but 
if  I  study  till  morning,  I  ohall  never  find  out  which  of  the  two  it  is  beat  for 
faim  that  f  ahould  wear ;  therefore  I  shall  make  my  choice  npon  the  same 
ground  that  other  people  go  upon,  by  the  rules  of  cifility  and  decency,  or 
if  they  have  no  directions  to  give  in  the  caae,  then  by  my  own  humour  and 
fancy :  for  we  may  trust  the  disposition  of  Providence,  that  in  every  actiou, 
important  or  trivial,  if  rightly  performed  according  to  the  occasion,  all  the 
good  possible  shall  redound  therefrom  to  every  creature  whom  it  can  any 
ways  affect. 

But  if  upon  these  indifferent  matters  we  can  gather  no  clue  of  du'ection 
from  the  general  interest  oi  the  creation,  much  less  in  those  of  the  highest 
concern  to  oursdves :  what  though  we  may  justly  conclude  from  the  floods 
of  wickedness  permitted  in  the  world,  that  tbey  are  of  some  necessary  uses, 
it  is  impossible  for  us  to  know  whedier  it  be  better  for  the  Universe,  that 
we  in  particular  should  lead  a  wicked  life  :  thus  much  we  may  know,  that 
if  better,  it  is  so  by  means  of  the  lieavy  punishment  it  will  bring  upon  us, 
serving  for  an  example  or  other  unknown  benefit  to  the  beholders :  which 
punisiunent  is  an  apparent  evil,  deserving  our  utmost  efforts  and  vigilance 
to  escape ;  nor  are  we  to  concern  ourselves  with  anything  beyond  it,  but 
are  taught  to  look  upon  it  as  an  eternity  boundless  in  our  eye.  So  far 
as  the  Ughta  of  our  understanding  extend,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
we  serve  the  Universe  best  by  doing  the  most  good  we  can  to  ourselves 
and  other  members  of  it,  because  we  add  thereby  to  the  stock  of  enjoyment 
in  Nature :  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  additions  to  be  made  any  other 
way ;  to  attempt  prying  iato  them  would  be  meddling  with  matten  far 
above  our  reach. 

4.  Nor  have  we  so  much  to  do  for  the  general  interests  of  the  Speciea 
as  we  frequently  imagine ;  the  progress  of  perfection  is  carried  on  by  the 
secret  and  intricate  windings  of  Providence,  to  us  utterly  unknown,  and 
many  timee  appearing  destructive  of  their  purpose,  therefore  no  objects  of 
our  imitation :  the  only  obvious  means  are  by  embiacing  all  opportunities 
that  occur  of  advancmg  true  Religion  and  reason,  discretion  and  good 
manners,  in  such  ways  as  our  own  considerate  judgment,  or  that  of  other 
persons  of  approved  characters  may  recommend.  We  take  too  much  upon 
ouraelves  when  pretending  to  reform  mankmd  by  other  methods,  by  pull- 
ing down  idols,  demolishing  meeting-houses,  persecuting,  damning,  and 
censuring  heretics,  or  by  ridiculing  things  sacred,  combatting  receiv^  opi- 
nions, and  the  like,  without  a  cahn  examination  of  what  ^ects  onr  pro- 
cedure herein  is  likely  to  produce ;  for  this  is  acting  by  indiscreet  zeal  and 
impulse  of  passion,  wherein  we  do  not  copy  the  most  perfect  pattern,  who 
proceeds  upon  Intdligence  and  Wisdom,  as  well  in  his  judgments  as  in  bia 
blessioga,  as  well  when  he  restrains,  as  when  he  permits  of  heresy  and  »• 
perstition. 

And  though  the  temporal  interests  of  mankind  claim  the  prefineoce  be- 
fore those  of  any  part,  yet  do  we  seldom  stand  in  a  situation  to  look  further 
than  the  .prosperity  of  our  own  country  whereto  we  belong :  wherefore  in 
lawful  wars  the  subjects  on  opposite  sides  may  do  their  duty,  and  act  agree- 
ably to  the  Will  of  God,  in  opposing,  weakening,  or  destroying  one  another, 
and  taking  every  method  that  offen  of  doing  service  to  their  respective 
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commiinity.  Even  the  public  good  of  the  comraDuity  U  too  large  to  be  the 
object  of  our  constant  attention ;  uid  in  fact,  in  these  clinuUes  ot  liberty 
and  ftdf-enfficiencf ,  does  occupy  mare  of  it  than  avails  to  any  good  puipoee. 
How  fond  are  our  plebeians  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  lam  uod  public  mea- 
oares,  to  pass  sentence  npoa  the  ministers,  and  to  roend  the  nation,  when 
they  had  better  been  minding  their  shops  and  their  trades  ?  It  is  certainly 
toT  the  preservation  of  liberty,  that  every  one  should  be  ready  to  07  oat 
when  he  is  hurt,  and  to  join  in  with  the  complaints  of  those  who  hare  cause 
for  them  J  but  to  cry  before  he  is  hnrt,  or  has  any  well-grounded  ^ipreben- 
•ion  of  danger,  upon  a  flying  report,  a  sanHise,  [Hivate  interest,  resentment, 
wantonness,  or  dislike,  tends  to  dixTedit  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  lesaen 
their  weight,  that  surest  counterpoise  against  power,  and  strongest  bulwark 
both  of  Uberty  and  national  strength. 

Nor  are  we  less  officious  in  meddling  with  one  another's  tffiun  than 
those  of  onr  superiors,  we  must  needs  play  the  censor  upon  our  neighbours' 
character  and  actions,  lay  ont  his  expenses,  regulate  his  dreas,  settle  his 
table,  and  dispose  of  his  children ;  and  all  this  not  with  a  probable  view  of 
doing  any  good  to  him  or  ourselves  thereby,  but  only  to  gntily  our  vanity 
by  the  mntrast  of  his  follies  and  imperfections.  As  ire  are  members  of  th« 
species  and  of  the  oommnnity,  and  have  our  principal  stake  among  them, 
it  is  onr  duty,  our  praise,  and  oar  truest  interest  to  consult  their  benefit 
preferably  to  our  private  advantage,  whenever  the  two  htqipen  to  oome 
visibly  into  competition ;  and  as  we  live  in  society,  we  are  to  do  onr  pans 
towards  rendering  it  as  beneficial  as  lies  in  our  powo",  to  evay  member  of 
it  vrithin  our  reach.  Herefore  whenever  the  interest  of  religion  or  prac- 
tical Philosophy  may  be  forwarded  by  our  aid,  when  an  improvement  in 
any  science,  or  art,  or  manufacture,  or  convenience  for  benefit  of  mankind 
can  be  made,  any  service  done  to  the  public,  any  real  good  prt)cnred  for 
our  neighbour,  whether  by  instruction,  exhortation,  censure,  ridicule,  ex> 
ample,  or  otherwise,  it  is  a  noble  sdf-denial  to  stop  short  in  the  pursuit  of 
oar  ovm  desires,  that  we  may  apply  our  industry  to  the  greater  advantage 
of  others. 

But  opportumties  of  this  sort  rarely  happen  to  most  of  as :  we  are  not  of 
Bach  impmtance  as  that  madi  of  what  passes  around  should  depend  npon 
our  management ;  therefore  our  principal  attention  is  due  to  the  conducting 
ourselves  well  in  our  own  affairs  and  several  prtrfesnoiis,  for  therriiy  we 
shall  contribute  the  most  effectually  we  can,  towards  promoting  all  Mher 
more  general  interests.  And  in  so  doing  we  shall  be  of  more  importance 
than  we  can  perceive,  for  we  are  stationed  and  portioned  by  Providence,  in 
whose  works  every  little  engine  employed  is  necessary  for  completing  the 
great  design,  when  acting  in  the  sphere  assigned  it.  This  theu  is  our  pro- 
vince, or  I  may  call  it  the  little  wcHid  which  God  has  put  under  our  govern- 
ment :  it  is  our  business  to  know  the  extent  of  our  province,  that  we  may 
not  encroach  upon  territories  beyond  our  commission,  and  to  lay  oar  narrow 
jdan  of  I^ovidence  for  the  admintstration  of  it  similar,  so  far  as  htmum  in* 
firmity  will  permit,  though  immensely  unequal,  to  bis  universal  one ;  or> 
dering  everything  therein  for  the  beat,  according  to  the  measure  of  under- 
standing and  power  vouchsafed  us.  Bnt  onr  disoemment  being  short  aad 
our  powers  feeble,  it  will  behove  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  tiioee  methods 
that  have  been  prescribed  for  enlai^ing  the  one,  and  invigorating  the 
other :  those  then  I  purpose  next  to  take  under  consideiaticm,  examining 
into  their  several  uses  and  manner  of  op^tdiaB,  in  hopes  to  mcae  them 
from  the  contempt  they  have  lain  under  with  some  persons,  and  to  settle 
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their  value  upon  the  right  bottom  which  bu  been  misplaced  by  othera, 
whereby  we  may  the  better  leun  bow  to  mpplj  them  in  due  loeuure, 
and  upon  proper  oocoEioiu. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

CHRISTIAN  SCHEME. 


Br  the  methods  [weseribed  for  enlarging  onr  dijcemmeDt  and  iuvi. 
gonUiag  OUT  powen,  spoken  of  at  the  conolunon  of  the  laat  Chapter, 
it  will  easily  be  understood  that  I  had  in  view  the  Christian  institution* : 
tbe  examination  whereof  ie  beat  puraned  by  a  oalm  and  careful  exerdse 
of  our  judgment  upon  their  several  uses  and  operations.  But  the 
surest  baaia  and  Deceeeary  guidance  for  forming;  a  jtti%nieiit  upon  the 
parts  of  a  system,  can  only  be  found  in  the  general  scope  and  main  de- 
sign of  tbe  whole,  and  the  spirit  wheicin  it  was  deUvered :  which  will 
e&^>le  ns  to  attain  a  clear  conception  of  the  words  and  phrases  as  we  go 
aloi^.  The  gifted  preacher,  when  talking  moat  sweetly  and  with  power, 
BO  a*  to  raise  ecstatic  Iranipmts  in  his  audience,  runs  on  a  string  of  ani- 
mating wonU,  with  no  determinate  meaning.  Whether  or  no  this  be  the 
proper  method  for  confirming  and  atrengtheaing  the  godly,  it  ia  certainly 
not  tbe  right  way  to  succeed  upon  tbe  ration^iBt,  whom  I  am  to  deal 
with :  for  he  wUl  expect  to  be  addressed  in  an  intelligible  langnage, 
rather  calcdated  to  inform  the  understanding,  than  t«  warm  the  heut, 
or  tODcfa  the  springs  of  afiection.  Now  the  oommon  language  ot  mankind 
being  variona  and  fluctuating,  tbe  same  terme  and  the  same  expreseions 
carrying  a  very  different  tense  aocwdiog  to  the  oecamon  whereon  they  are 
employed,  nothing  but  an  attrition  to  the  purpose  wherewith,  end  sjurit 
wherein  they  were  delivered,  can  ascertain  their  ptx^Kr  force.  Neither 
poetry,  nor  rhetoric,  nor  argumentatuo.  nor,  perhaps,  any  other  perform- 
ances, except  in  mathematics,  can  be  AUly  understood,  without  entering 
into  tbe  spirit  of  dte  performer.  And  the  Scriptures  being  given  in  tbe 
language  of  the  Jewi^  populace,  and  aboanding  in  figurative,  mysterious 
expressions,  many  times  seeming  at  first  siglU  contradictory,  it  is  nowhere 
more  eminently  trae  than  here.  That  the  letter  killeth,  bnt  tbe  spirit 
maketh  alive. 

But  as  you  must  poar  water  into  a  pump,  before  yon  ean  draw  a  supply 
qf  water  from  thence;  and  give  fire  to  a  cannon  in  order  to  exdte  the 
fire  of  the  powder :  so  without  h  proper  spirit  of  inqniry,  you  can  never 
reach  that  of  the  object  you  contemplate.  For  a  dull,  or  careless,  or 
wrong-directed  application  will  find  nothing  but  hanpish  lead,  or,  at  most, 
delusve  Uaze  in  whatever  it  falls  upon.  Hence  it  et^iears,  there  are  two 
spirits  to  be  considered,  that  of  the  learner,  and  that  of  the  teadier;  tbe 
fonnet  preparative  for  reception  of  the  other.  Therefore  St.  John  iMds  us 
try  the  spirits  ;  because  they  being  the  leading  jmnciplee.  whoever  ^ves 
heed  to  tbooe  itf  a  wrong  turn  will  be  mieted,  which  is  worse  than  no  guid- 
aBice  at  all. 

2.  Ihe  spirit  of  tqipoeition  and  cavil  is  least  likdy  of  any  to  carry  a  man 
beyond  Ae  letter,  to  which  it  pertinaciously  adhere*  for  that  very  reason, 
becanae  it  u  killing  :  or  if  it  ever  attempt  to  strike  out  a  latent  meaning, 
it  finds  one  that  is  the  mc»t«xeeptianable,  because  affording  tbe  most  ampl* 
matter  for  censure  and  ridicule. 
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The  spirit  of  prejudice  and  txpowfimi.  tfaoc^  not  qnte  n  penuaoH 
as  tbc  tonner,  tent*  aa  Utde  to  proit  hj:  bxtt  will  adn^  ci  no  inqratc- 
roent  npcn  what  it  bad  In'ot^lit  from  it*  own  fond,  bvt  ndter,  Uke  a  mor* 
tification,  tnnu  the  aoandot  part*  into  ita  own  likeneae.  When  a  own  Laa 
■troDgly  imbibed  tbe  tenets  of  a  aect,  or  capoaatd  aone  pvticalar  aotkxM 
of  bi«  own,  he  proceeda  tbcuwferwwd  with  a  spirit  of  ml  rather  than 
improrement :  be  seaicfaea  the  Sciqitiira,  not  to  learn  hj  them,  bnt  to  hant 
for  detaijied  testa  in  aopport  of  his  opinions.  He  fonna  a  compoaitkin 
wherein  several  Scriptare  terms  are  repealedlj  introdnced  withoot  any 
aocnrate  seaian^,  or  apt  connection  in  the  jdaees  tbey  are  made  to  occnpr, 
and  IbeD  bj  help  of  a  CoDCCHtknce  finds  oat  all  tbe  |Mnngi  ii  whesean  dtoae 
teima  oocnr,  to  be  produced  as  dirine  anthorities  for  bw  eoarw-wnnght 

Hiere  ts  likewise  a  qiirit  of  Tanhy,  wbidi  often  minglea  amoi^  tbe  two 
fortgoing,  and  sometime*  operatea  alone.  The  sooder  and  cnriller  move  as 
mncfa  bj  impulse  of  vanity  as  croaaneaa :  tbe  credit  ol  ritrewdneae,  and 
smartness  of  orerthrowiog  great  aotfaortticB,  and  debenng  revered  charac- 
ters, works  powerfnlljr  upon  some  toupeis ;  and  good-natore  may  more  wil- 
hnf^y  admit  this  for  tbe  general  root  of  opposttioa,  hecaoee  being  a  less 
hhmeMe  principle  than  mere  rancoor  and  resentment.  In  the  zealot  his 
prepoaaeaaion  seems  to  be  the  firtt  firing  ot  motion,  bnt  quickly  leads  bim 
into  as  opinion  of  excelling,  of  oonoesting  Umsetf  tbe  strfe  rare  interpreter 
of  tbe  Sacred  Writings,  pitying  tbe  bulk  of  maiAind,  as  deluded,  canud- 
minded  creature*,  and  even  aacribing  tbe  preservatiai  and  property  of  the 
nation  more  to  himself,  and  fais  aseociatea  in  tbe  same  way  of  ttunking. 
than  to  our  counsellors  and  aenators,  oar  generals  and  admirals :  for  whst 
avails  the  nisdom  of  tbe  wise,  the  valour  of  the  brare,  <ir  strength  of  tbe 
mighty,  witbout  the  blessing  of  Heaven  ?  whidi  Ueesing  is  dravra  down  by 
tbe  pious  breathings  of  a  few  true  believer*  persevering  in  their  nprif^tness 
amidst  a  sinful  and  corrapt  generation ;  so  that  onr  Sodom  is  saved  for  tbe 
■ake  of  ten  righteons  person*  happily  found  ther^n.  Yet  vanity  will  main* 
tain  her  gronnd  without  either  captionsness  or  prior  engegement  to  soj^iort 
her.  An  ingenious  exposition  or  plausible  constmcticHi  that  nobody  has 
bit  apcm  before,  will  often  beguile  the  most  impartial  inquirer  to  wander 
out  of  tbe  way,  and  stop  hi*  cars  against  all  rem<»stnuices  nrged  to  bsing 
bim  back  again :  for  there  is  a  shame  in  retracing  an  opinion  cme  baa 
once  strongly  given  course  to,  and  this  will  work  onperceiTed  even  by 
tbe  party  under  its  influence.  I  have  already  remarked  in  my  Cb^Aer 
upon  that  aitide,  that  vanity  will  find  means  upon  some  particular  occa- 
sions to  inimnate  itself  into  persons  who  are  in  general  of  an  hnmble 
and  rather  diffident  disposition  ;  that  none  can  be  too  vigilant  against  bis 
attacks,  becaose  none  can  be  secure  against  having  them  made  upon  him 
in  the  moet  covert  manner. 

Another  spirit  is  that  of  novdty.  whidi  entices  by  tbe  mere  pleasnre  of 
making  discoveries,  without  any  reflection  on  their  being  the  produce  of  an 
extraordinary  penetration,  or  any  oompariaon  vrith  the  oversights  of  others. 
The  knowledge  of  any  truth  apprehended  nsefol  is  sweet  to  the  mind,  and 
oar  eagerness  to  taste  this  sweetness  makes  us  entertain  a  persuasion  ot  our 
knowing  a  thing  before  we  really  do  know  it.  Therefore  it  is  dangerooa 
to  pass  a  jadgment  upon  a  new  disoorery  while  it  is  a  new  one,  and  mitil 
time  shall  have  abated  the  sweetness  of  novelty,  and  pven  scope  for  reflection 
to  flow  in  from  different  qnarters. 

3.  Besides  these,  there  is  a  spirit  of  towr  and  anxiety,  and  a  i^t  of 
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whidi  though  of  opposite  qoalhies,  the  one  being  pUegnutic 
wad  diffident,  tht  other  fiery  and  presomptnoiu,  Devertheleu  often  noite  in 
the  lome  penon.  llie  first  of  these  represents  every  peisusaioa  of  a  divine 
Inith  M  sacred,  and  every  error  or  ignorance  as  the  sin  of  infidelity. 
WhtHnsoever  this  spirit  possesses,  he  is  obliged  nnder  pain  of  danmatiou 
to  find  evidences  in  the  sacred  records  of  what  be  has  esteemed  a  sacred 
truth ;  and  that  instantly,  withont  hesitation  ;  nor  may  he  suffer  his  thungfats 
to  surest  for  a  moment  a  constmction  of  any  text,  however  obvious  and 
natural,  that  seems  to  raise  a  donbt  against  it :  for  to  disbelieve  oi  even 
doubt  the  wwd  of  God  would  be  the  most  atrocious  ofieuce  against  his 
Gliffy.  So  he  proceeds  under  a  perpetual  dread  and  trepidation  lest  he 
■honld  mistake  or  harboo  any  mistrust :  not  being  able  to  distinguish  that 
it  is  one  thing  to  doubt  wh^herthewordof  Godbe  troe,  and  quite  another  to 
donbtwbctbef  some  particnlarartickbe  the  true  sense  of  that  word.  Butwith- 
oat  the  latter  doubt,  there  is  no  room  for  deliberation  :  for  when  yon  are  clear 
on  one  aide  of  the  question,  what  have  yon  to  deliberate  upon  ?  Every 
searching  the  Scriptures  implies  a  mistrust  that  our  knowledge  may  not  yet 
be  complete,  and  a  decent  confidence  that  we  may  get  information  by  au 
honest  exercise  of  our  judgment  upon  them.  But  a  fearful  awe  and  hurry- 
ing solicitude  must  needs  cramp  the  mind,  not  giving  free  scope  for  the 
balance  of  judgment  to  play,  nor  the  wei^ts  to  enter  the  scale ;  so  that  it 
can  never  make  a  fresh  decision,  either  for  improvement  of  knowledge  or 
rectifying  of  mistakes.  The  case  is  the  same  in  the  most  common  matters : 
if  a  man  going  to  examine  a  tailor's  bill,  should  have  a  pistol  holden  over 
him,  and  be  threatened  with  being  shot  through  the  bead,  if  he  did  not  cast 
it  up  exactly  right  in  three  minutes,  he  wonld  be  able  to  make  no  use  of  his 
arithmetic  in  such  a  situation,  lliaefore  the  timid  inquirer  may  indeed  be 
secure  against  losing  such  knowledge  as  he  hafipens  to  have ;  hut  if  he  lie 
under  any  miaapprdiensions,  (<«  what  mortal  man  is  exempt  firom  diem  f) 
it  is  impoasible  be  should  ever  be  eared. 

Tbs  spirit  of  enthnsissm  is  no  less  aveise  to  doubt  and  deliberstioi^ 
which  Kppear  snperflnotu  i  for  it  proceeds  wholly  by  impulse  and  intuition. 
It  possesses  with  the  mition  of  a  supernatural  power  and  illumination  accom- 
panying the  sanctified,  which  displays  to  him  objects  in  their  true  ahapes 
and  ookmrs,  that  never  could  have  been  discovered  by  the  exercise  of  the 
Dabiral  ^unities.  So  he  has  no  ose  for  his  ukderstanding,  but  only  for  his 
eyes,  to  carry  him  along  the  several  ^Kits  whereon  the  lif^t  within  him 
Enm  time  to  time  shall  strike.  This  spirit  natnrally  introduces  that  of  pre- 
judice and  preposeesaion ;  and  its  misguidii^  are  harder  to  be  rectified  than 
those  ot  any  before  mentioned.  For  being  known  only  by  the  strength  of 
glare  it  casts,  whaterw  strikes  slriHig^yiqmB  the6u)cy,or  is  rivetted  therein 
by  ooatinnal  barangnes  diimed  always  in  the  same  strain,  is  taken  for  a 
aopernatoral  light :  and  if  anybody  oflera  to  examine  or  reason  upon  it,  he 
is  rejected  withont  hearing;  for  all  human  reasoning  gives  marks  of  a  carnal 
maa,  who  cannot  know  the  things  of  God,  because  Uiey  are  spiritually  dis- 
cerned. 

None  of  these  spirits  appear  at  all  likely  to  reach  the  vivifying  principle 
wanted ;  for  dther  they  stick  at  the  dead  letter,  ot  extract  something  from 
it  equally  deadly  vrith  the  letter  itsdf.  But  the  most  serious  and  sincere 
being  liable  to  fUl,  in«e  or  less,  under  the  infiuence  of  an^  of  them,  except 
the  first,  it  seemed  expedient  to  take  notice  of  the  vanooa  dangers  sur. 
KHUtding  on  all  quarters,  that  we  may  know  what  to  guard  against. 

4.  For  if  we  can  keep  clear  of  their  misguidings,  we  shall  more  readily 
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imbibe  tbe  proper  ^irit  ot  a  lemmer,  wbkh  is  that  of  mcekneM  and  aobiiety, 
of  calm  coiutderation,  attentiTe  iaiastry,  and  the  docility  (d  cbikhreD  ;  for 
ofsuchweare  told  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  IdoDotappreheaditiindcntood 
that  we  are  to  come  with  the  ignorance,  hntwith  the  BimplicityatuliiiquiBiliTe- 
nesa  of  children  :  for  be  that  cometh  to  God  must  first  helieve  that  he  i*.  and 
is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligeatlj  seek  him ;  so  that  some  previous  kitow- 
ledge  is  DecesBVy  for  the  learner  to  bring  with  him.  But  be  most  put  on  a 
dii^poaition  to  receive  whatever  shall  be  taught  him,  in  thegenuiiie  aense  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed ;  he  may  laudably  use  his  old  knowledge  for  the 
qnicker  apprehension  of  what  le  taught,  but  mutt  so  far  lay  all  hit  old  opi- 
nions dormant,  aa  that  they  may  not  obstruct  ita  reception. 

Here  I  must  etpect  the  free-thinker  will  declaim  londlj  agaiaat  me  as  a 
reviver  of  popish  tyranny  over  the  thoughts,  an  abettor  of  implicit  faith ; 
who  would  eaffer  nobody  to  ose  his  eyes  or  judge  for  himself,  bat  would 
have  him  aubmit  his  understanding  to  the  authority  of  his  leaders,  and 
swallow  anything  poured  into  hii  mouth  with  the  credohty  and  eagemeas  ctf 
children,  lliis  clamour  I  shall  endeavour  to  quiet  by  observing  that  it  takes 
rise  from  the  very  mistake  I  have  been  complahiing  of,  namely,  that  of 
Bticking  at  the  surface  of  the  letter  without  penetrating  into  the  spirit  of 
what  I  recommend.  It  is  apparent  throughout  this  volume,  that  I  have 
proceeded  in  the  spirit  of  a  neutral,  not  undertaking  to  demonstrate  the  truth 
of  Christiauity  r  for  this  I  leave  to  Divinea,  who  are  better  v«aed  in  the 
external  evidence  and  history;  but  striving  to  examine  what  it  is,  to  compare 
it  with  the  dictates  of  human  reason,  in  order  to  discover  what  confonnity 
may  be  found,  and  what  reconcilement  effected  between  them.  I  would 
have  every  man  judge  for  himself,  but  not  pass  his  judgment  until  after 
full  cognizance  of  the  cause :  while  taking  this  cognizauce,  he  cannot  do 
better  than  assume  the  openness  and  indi&rence  of  a  child :  when  he  haa 
examined  the  internal  evidence,  and  become  master  of  the  case,  then  let 
him  resume  the  man  together  with  his  former  opinions,  coutrasting  them 
therewith,  provided  he  has  taken  care  to  build  them  upon  solid,  rational 
foundations;  and  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  from  God. 

And  I  must  observe  to  the  fi«e-thinker  that  he  haa  already  practised  more 
of  the  child  than  1  desire  of  him  :  for  he  took  his  idea  of  Rehgion  Irom  what 
he  learnt  of  his  nurse  while  literally  a  child,  and  now  passes  his  judgment 
Qpon  her  anile  representation.  Whereas  he  may  please  to  remember  I 
recommended  the  docility,  not  the  ignorance  of  children ;  therefore  wish 
him  to  study  Ae  cause  afresh,  now  that  he  has  acquired  knowledge  of  other 
kinds  and  improved  his  &cu1tiee  by  practice ;  laying  aside  the  old  wcHiian, 
and  having  recourse  to  the  written  word,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Locke,  and 
other  learned  ezpoaitorB.  If  I  advise  a  suspension  of  all  old  opinioua  which 
might  obstruct  his  progress,  it  is  agreeable  to  the  golden  rule  of  doing  as 
one  would  be  done  by,  being  no  more  than  what  I  practise  taytell  in  the 
perusal  of  any  system  wherwf  I  have  previously  heard  either  a  good  or  bad 
account.  Wlien  taking  Lucretius  in  hand,  I  enter  into  his  ideas  of  rough 
and  smooth,  hooked,  sharp,  square,  and  multangular  atoms,  their  uncertain 
declinations,  and  essential  gravity,  though  contrary  to  my  own  peratnsions ; 
for  else  I  could  not  expect  to  understand  his  plan,  nor  judge  of  its  construc- 
tion. The  same  thing  I  apprehend  done  by  our  jodgeenpoa  a  trial:  iftbey 
have  taken  any  impresaiona  from  reports  without  doon,  they  cast  them  aside, 
and  during  the  hearing  attend  solely  to  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  and 
arguments  of  counsel  on  both  sides;  forming  their  judgment  afterwonls 
upon  the  lights  gathered  from  thence. 
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Htring  thus  vented  my  thoughts  iqxm  tbe  q)irit  of  tbe  letkroer,  they 
le&d  natniallf  to  couuder  that  of  the  teacher,  the  main  ftcope  and  end  aimed 
at  by  the  doctrine,  together  with  the  rnetms  and  manDer  employed  in  piir- 
ming  it :  whereon  I  nhall  ofler  my  general  idea  without  accumulating  text* 
in  support  of  every  particular  contained  therein,  which  indeed  I  cannot 
readily  recollect,  and  might  be  tedioiu  uid  perplexing  to  the  reader;  who 
without  my  au^esting  will  be  able  to  ^ply  such  aa  may  be  needful,  from 
hia  own  remembrance,  and  likewise  to  judge  whether  this  idea  in  any  part 
of  it  be  contradictory  to  reason,  and  hia  experience  of  human  nature. 

5.  The  very  terms,  Salvation  and  Redemption,  constantly  employed  to 
expreta  the  end  proposed  in  the  Christian  diBpeneation,  direct  us  to  regard 
it  as  a  deliverance  from  some  evil  that  mankind  laboured  under :  which  evil 
is  repreoented  to  have  been  brought  upon  the  human  race  by  the  lapse  of 
Adam,  and  is  called  Death.  For  roan  was  created  perfect,  having  access 
to  the  tree  of  life  which  would  have  made  him  immortal ;  until  upon  the 
first  act  of  diaohedience  hia  nature  was  debased,  himself  banished  from  the 
tree  of  life,  and  hud  tmder  the  curse ;  Dust  thon  art,  and  to  doot  thou  ahalt 
yttam.  Which  curse  was  taken  off  by  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  who  was  made 
a  corse  for  him :  and  thus  as  in  Adam  all  died,  bo  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
made  alive. 

I  see  no  ground  to  apprehend  that  death  was  a  direct  and  [diysical  efiect 
of  the  forbidden  fruit,  which  contained  such  poisonous  qualities  as  to  render 
the  bodies  of  Adam  and  all  bis  descendants  perishable  and  mortal,  or  that 
a  miraculous  alteration  was  instantly  worked  in  them  by  the  divine  power ; 
but  that  there  was  one  step  intervening  between  the  act  of  transgressing  and 
death.  For  that  introduced  ein,  and  death  entered  by  sin,  being  the  wages 
and  natural  consequence  thereof. 

It  occurs  next  to  inquire  what  is  to  be  understood  by  Death ;  the  comnxm 
litoal  acceptation,  denoting  a  separatian  of  soul  from  body  on  ceasing  of 
the  vital  fimctions,  cannot  be  admitted,  as  being  incomp^ible  both  vrith 
reason  and  Scripture.  For  the  denunciation.  In  tbe  day  that  thon  eatest 
thereof  thou  shalt  sorely  die,  was  not  literally  fulfilled ;  because  Adorn  did 
not  die  in  the  day  that  he  ate.  Neither  is  it  conceivable,  that  death  should 
he  the  wages  of  sin,  or  that  if  Man  had  never  fiillen  he  would  have  lived 
forever :  for  this  supposition  will  not  stand  with  the  contemplabon  of  ths 
frame  and  nature  of  the  hamaa  oody,  nor  constitution  of  the  earth,  whuA 
is  not  contrived  commodiously  to  lodge  and  maintain  all  those  maJtitado 
which  have  been,  and  are  likdy  to  be  boni  into  it ;  besides  being  in  its  own 
nature  perishable,  ao  as  to  become  some  time  or  other  incapable  of  a^rding 
any  habitation  at  all. 

Death  npon  tbe  present  occasion  must  be  considered  as  an  evil :  for  if  it 
were  not.  as  the  denunciation  of  it  would  be  no  threat,  so  the  deliverance 
from  it  would  be  no  Redemption.  But  Ox  bare  separation  of  soul  and 
body,  or  decay  and  corruption  of  the  latter,  is  not  acknowledged  an  evil 
either  m  ntilosophy  or  Religion  :  let  us  then  reflect  what  it  is  that  makes 
it  BO. .  And  this  we  shall  find  to  be,  the  uncertunty  of  what  condition  it 
may  throw  us  into,  the  apprehension  of  something  dreadfid  to  ensue,  and 
the  opnion  that  it  will  cut  us  off  from  all  our  delights  and  enjoyments 
whatsover,  and  all  means  of  engagement  io  the  exercises  of  our  activity. 
Without  these  concomitants,  deaUi  were  not  death :  it  would  be  nothing 
different  from  ste^,  which  we  never  lo(A  upon  as  an  evil. 

6^  Therefore  death  was  made  what  it  is,  namely  an  otgect  of  terror,  by 
tin ;  for  Adam  Id  his  native  simplicity  of  innocence  was  so  far  from  fear. 
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that  he  wanted  even  premier  cantioo ;  bnt  ehune  uid  fear  entered  iqmn  the 
tranegreflBion.  Then  death  b^an  to  be  death,  or  an  evil,  and  be  first  found 
himself  obnoxions  to  it.  But  the  transgrearaon,  or  ratber  proneness  of 
buman  nature  to  fall  into  it.  was  manifested  hy  the  prohibition :  agreeably 
to  St.  Paul's  argument  in  Rom.  vii. ,  I  had  not  known  ain  but  by  the  law : 
fw  I  once  was  alive  without  the  law,  but  when  the  commandment  came, 
ain  took  occasion  thereby  to  deceive  me,  and  slew  me  :  so  that  in  St.  Paul's 
sense  of  the  words,  it  was  trae,  that  Adam  did  die  in  the  day  that  he  ate  of 
the  forbidden  fruit.  And  for  the  doctrine  of  original  sin,  or  extending  the 
conBeqaences  of  Adam's  disobedience  to  hie  whole  posterity,  I  have  already 
delivered  my  thoughts  of  it  in  the  Chapter  on  Redemption,  tending  to  show 
that  his  ofience  woe  not  operative  upon  the  connitution  of  his  descendants, 
but  declarative  of  bnman  nature,  like  on  eaaay  made  iq»on  a  little  bit  iu  a 
parcel  of  repnted  gold,  which  being  found  to  be  base  metal,  must  prove  a 
condemnation  of  the  whole  mass. 

If  this  expoutioD  be  thought  admissible,  it  will  become  needless  to  enter 
into  the  diapules  that  have  been  raised  by  Dr.  Middleton  and  others  upon  the 
history  of  tiie  fall :  for  be  it  a  narrative  of  real  facta,  or  be  it  an  allegorical 
description  of  human  nature,  the  doctrine  learned  from  it  will  turn  out  the 
same,  which  likewise  stands  conSnned  by  experience.  We  all  esteem 
children  in  a  state  of  innocence,  as  not  having  sinned  after  the  similitude  of 
Adam's  tranEgres-tion ;  and  we  find  them  not  afraid  of  death,  for  indeed 
they  know  not  what  it  is.  But  when  they  have  begun  to  discern  right  and 
wrong,  are  conscious  of  misbehaviour  which  has  drawn  punishment  and 
miscbiefe  upon  them,  have  contracted  a  fondncA  for  the  pleasures,  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  evils  of  life,  and  imbibed  the  apprehensions  of 
persons  around  them,  then  death  aunmes  its  ghastly  form,  and  becomes  an 
object  of  terror  and  dismay. 

Should  we  take  Adam  in  bis  uprightness  for  a  representation  of  Iniwcent 
childhood,  we  must  imagine  him  as  little  apprehensive  of  death  as  that ;  he 
had  heard  it  denounced  as  a  thing  to  be  avoided,  but  he  knew  not  what  hurt  . 
and  evil  were,  having  had  no  experience  of  them ;  for  our  ideas  of  reflection 
are  only  repetitions  of  some  sensation  we  had  experienced  before.  So  he 
could  feel  no  disturbance  in  the  thoughts  of  death,  of  the  evil  whereof  he 
had  no  conception :  the  most  be  could  apprehend  from  it  was  a  depriva- 
tion of  the  pleasures  he  enjoyed,  but  this  though  undesirable,  was  not 
terrible. 

But  this  tranquillity  and  indifference  of  mind  was  no  more  than  an  insen- 
sibiUty  or  exemption  from  fear,  springing  from  an  unconcern edn ess  for  the 
future ;  which  we  may  presume  he  would  not  long  have  remained  under. 
Could  be,  and  those  of  his  descendants  whom  he  lived  to  see,  have  escaped 
.  all  attacks  of  temptation,  we  cannot  bat  suppose  they  would  have  improved 
their  faculties  to  the  utmost,  and  attained  all  the  knowledge  that  was  to  be 
attained  thereby.  If  they  had  seen  no  premature  deaths  among  them,  yet 
they  mnst  have  found  upon  contemplation  of  their  bodily  frame,  and  of  the 
garden  where  they  dwelt,  that  neither  of  them  were  constructed  to  last  for- 
ever, l^ey  would  have  known  so  much  of  death,  as  tliat  it  was  a  dissolution 
of  the  human  composition ;  but  still  not  known  that  it  was  death,  that  is,  an 
evil  abhorrent  to  the  thooght ;  but  rather  regarded  it  as  an  admonition  to  ex- 
unine  what  might  be  likely  to  come  after.  They  then  would  have  put  forth 
their  hands  and  have  taken  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  lived  forever. 

7.  I  believe  that  tree  was  never  suspected  of  bearing  fruit  whose  juices 
nuulil  prove  an  Elixir  viKe,  efficacious  to  cement  the  union  between  soul  aud 
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body  M  ftrongly  M  that  it  should  never  be  dissolved:  therefore  wemmtnn- 
dentand  it  at  figurative  of  something  else,  end  what  else  can  we  sappose  it  to 
diadow  forth,  unless  such  principles  of  sound  rcsjioning',  as,  with  due  cntti- 
vation,  would  produce  an  bssured  expectation  of  enjoyment  and  happiness 
after  their  dissolution.  They  could  not  fail  of  discovering  the  unperishable 
natsre  of  their  spiritual  part,  which  was  themselves,  all  else  being  an  adjunct 
or  covering,  instrumental  to  their  uses,  but  no  eseential  or  constituent  part  of 
their  persons.  And  since  we  with  our  lapsed,  feeble  understandings  can  dis- 
eem  much  of  the  divine  power  and  beneficence,  we  must  allow  Uiem  to  do 
the  same  in  a  completer,  clearer,  more  satisfactory  manner.  The  purity  of 
their  minds  would  suffer  no  gross  nor  erroneous  conceptions  to  mingle  in 
their  religion,  nor  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  progress, ;  but  would 
rise  to  jast  sentiments  of  their  Maker,  his  almighty  Power,  his  Intelligence, 
his  Wisdom,  his  all-comprehensive  Providence,  his  milimited  Goodness. 
They  could  have  no  suspicion  of  any  hurt  ever  to  come  ftom  him,  having  ex< 
perienced  nothing  but  unceasing  bounty.  For  it  has  been  observed  in  the 
Chapter  upon  Goodness,  that  our  sense  of  that  attribute  fluctuates  according 
to  the  condition  of  our  minds :  our  miEtmsta  arise  from  the  evils  we  see  or 
feel,  the  mischiefs  occasioned  by  our  own  miscarriages  or  those  of  other  people, 
the  melancholy  gloom  overspreading  our  thoughts,  and  the  tastelesaness  of 
every  pleasing  reflection  generated  thereby.  When  at  ease,  and  successful 
in  our  wishes,  we  can  readily  see  that  God  is  good,  and  the  world  a 
glorious  world,  'ilierefore  they  would  confide  in  the  divine  Goodness,  to 
provide  them  another  Garden,  equally  delightful,  whenever  removed  from 
that  of  Eden.  Their  prospect  of  pteaeurable  modes  of  existence  following 
in  endless  sacceesion,  would  connect  the  whole  in  one  unbroken  line  of  dura- 
tion ;  so  that  they  would  esteem  themselves,  not  as  we  do,  creatures  of  a 
few  years,  but  possessed  of  a  life  to  last  forever;  regarding  the  dissolution 
of  their  bodies  as  a  passage  from  one  scene  of  engagement  into  another, 
Just  as  a  man  in  youth,  health,  vigour,  esteems  himself  in  possession  of  a  loug 
life  although  he  knows  he  shall  he  cut  off  from  all  his  amusements  before  to- 
morrow by  the  slumbers  of  the  night. 

But  this  ripeness  of  knowledge  and  firmness  of  foith  which  would  have 
put  them  in  possession  of  a  life  forever,  was  never  arrived  at :  ft)r  they  were 
fruits  requiring  the  united  endeavoorsof  numbers  together  them,  and  the  sin 
of  our  first  parenla  occasioned  their  being  driven  out  of  reach  before  there 
was  a  third  human  creature  to  assist  in  climbing  the  tree.  And  the  inbeolity 
of  human  nature,  whereof  that  sin  was  declarative,  or  as  Middleton  wiU 
have  it,  figurative,  is  so  manifest  as  to  make  it  appear  a  romantic  snppowtioD 
that  any  race  of  men,  however  happily  drcumstanced,  should  attain  such  a 
satJsfiiction  and  well-grounded  assurance  as  I  have  just  now  decribed.  There- 
fore we  all  consider  ourselves  as  mortals,  in  the  condition  of  persons  l}ing 
under  an  irrecoverable  sentence  of  death ;  who  is  to  us  the  king  of  terrors, 
or  at  best  an  officer  coming  with  a  writ  of  execution  to  sweep  away  all  our 
possessions,  our  pleasures,  our  instruments  of  action,  and  everything  we  de- 
sire, or  wherein  we  can  find  solace  or  employment. 

Thus  I  apprehend  it  may  be  understood,  how  in  Adam  all  have  died ;  for 
life  is  not  lif^  without  enjoyment,  which  cannot  subsist  with  anxiety  and 
continual  alarms :  wherefore  the  philosophers  laid  down  that  no  state  can  be 
pronounced  happy,  of  whose  continuance  there  is  an  uncertainty.  From 
which  oncertointy  none  hut  the  perfect  Wise-man  could  be  exempt ;  who 
being  an  ideal  character    nowhere  actually  found  upon  earth,  the  Stoics 
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thence  pronooDCed  all  men  foola  and  mad,  and  coaBeqaently  nnhappy ;  w  u 
translated  into  Scripture  language,  dead  in  treapanes  and  una. 

8.  Hu*  temporal  death,  then,  which  we  lie  under  during  oar  animal  life, 
must  be  meant  b)*  the  declaration.  In  the  day  that  thou  etiteat  thereof,  thon 
ehftlt  die.  But  ^  this  he  the  Scripture  sense  of  the  text,  it  ia  not  the  whole 
sense.  For  the  main  tenor  of  the  Gospel,  as  all  eipoeitors  unanimously 
agree,  aims  to  warn  na  of  another  death,  consequent  upon  that  specified 
above,  namely,  an  eternal  death,  to  commence  upon  dissolntion  of  the  body : 
not  an  annihilation,  nor  perpetual  insensibility,  nor  incapacity  for  all  enjoy* 
mcnta  of  life,  but  a  etmte  of  actual  misery  and  suffering.  Herein  Philosophy 
joins  hands  with  Religion,  representing  this  life  as  a  preparatioa  for  the  next, 
declaring  rectitude  of  sentinient  and  conduct,  called  Righteousness  in  sacred 
style,  as  tlie  sole  and  certain  avenue  to  a  future  state  ^blisa ;  and  acknow- 
ledging the  depravity  of  human  nature  whidi  cannot  rise  to  that  perfect 
wisdom  which  alone  can  insure  a  happy  exit. 

The  philosopher  indeed  considers  tins  depmvity  as  an  imperfectioa  rather 
than  a  cormption.  He  tbinlts  himself  in  a  state  of  childhood,  bom  to 
greater  thing*  than  he  can  now  possess,  his  judgment  not  yet  ripened,  and 
his  powers  not  completely  formed  :  and  if  he  can  make  a  good  use  of  those 
allotted  him,  be  confides  in  the  goodness  of  God  for  having  provided  his 
laws  of  Nature  respecting  both  worlds  in  such  manner,  as  that  upon  his 
emersion  from  matter  he  shall  find  himself  invested  with  larger  faculties, 
and  stronger  abilities,  capable  of  raising  him  to  that  perfection  which  he 
can  never  reach  while  in  this  corporeal  imprisonment.  For  be  dooms  it 
jncongmous  with  the  divine  Attributes,  that  any  creature  should  be  placed 
in  a  situation  which  must  lead  unavoidably  into  misery,  without  any  wilful 
negligenceof  his  own,  and  against  his  utmost  endeavours  to  extricate  himself. 

But  this  imagination  our  holy  Rdigion  overthrows,  concluding  the  whole 
human  race  under  the  dominion  of  sin ;  from  which  no  second  causes,  of 
those  operating  upon  things  visible  or  invisible,  could  rescue  them  without 
almig^^  pow«-  interposing  for  their  Redemption  i  for  as  in  Adam  all  died, 
HO  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive ;  nor  is  there  any  other  name  givm 
upon  earth  whereby  men  may  be  saved. 

9.  But  what  shoU  we  say  to  the  comprehensiveness  of  that  expression. 
All  shall  be  made  alive  ?  Is  it  universally  true  that  no  man  shall  perish  i 
1  wish  with  all  my  soul  I  could  find  a  warrant  to  say  this :  bat  it  it 
what  the  most  glowing  Christian  Charity  dares  not  advance.  Is  il  then, 
that  all  who  are  saved  will  be  saved  that  way ;  or  is  it  that  all  with- 
out exception  are  put  into  a  oa^iacity  of  salvation,  if  they  will  embrace 
the  terms  offered  for  that  purpose  ?  The  first  of  theise  constructions  does 
little  honoor  to  the  Christian  dispensation,  as  leaving  a  total  uncertwnty 
how  far  the  benefits  of  it  extend,  giving  men  only  a  chance  for  their  lives, 
for  perhaps  some  may  be  saved  thereby,  and  some  may  not.  And  the 
second  will  not  be  found  verified  by  experience  of  fiicts ;  for  the  terms  pro- 
pounded are  Faith  in  the  Measieh,  but  how  many  children  die  before  being 
capable  of  soch  Faith  ?  how  many  pagan  nations  in  ancient  and  modon 
ages  never  heard  of  a  Mesuah  ?  Nor  shall  we  ever  be  able  to  satisfy  gain* 
sayers,  that  it  is  consistent  vritta  divine  Justice  to  permit  multitndu  to  be 
bom,  and  die.  without  ever  opening  the  door  to  them  through  which  alone 
they  can  e»ixpe  eternal  death.  Brides,  the  contrast  and  comparison  with 
the  death  by  Adam,  which  was  undoubtedly  universal,  affixea  the  same 
sense  to  the  life  by  Christ. 
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In  order  to  clear  up  tbme  rfifBcoltiea  it  aeemt  the  moct  rational  eiqwei- 
ttOD  to  uDderatand  All  coUectirelf  ai  the  human  race,  not  distribatiTd]>  t^ 
every  individin]  oomprued  therein  i  so  that  it  might  be  Deeewary,  Chrie- 
tianity  gbonld  prevail  in  the  world,  yet  not  necessary  for  every  aingie  perscMk 
in  the  world  to  be  ChriBtian.  Betkuae  if  I  am  right  in  the  general  inte- 
rest explained  in  my  Chapter  on  Divine  Economy,  perfection  onoe  intro- 
doced  anong  manltbid  in  general,  will  in  doe  time  work  perfection  in  the 
particular  members ;  those  who  were  true  Christians  gradiially  infusing  the 
vivifying  priociple  by  sympathy  and  motoal  intercotuse  into  Qie  rest  ^  the 
ejiecnes. 

Bnt  if  it  be  judged  orthodox  to  believe  no  single  soul  can  be  saved  with- 
out actual  Faith  in  Christ,  1  have  Eoggested  reasons  in  the  Chapter  on  Re- 
demption tending  to  prove  that  those  who  have  had  no  opportonities  af- 
forded them  here,  may  find  them  in  another  hfe.  In  support  of  whkih  ides 
I  have  drawn  arguments  froni  that  almost  discarded  article  in  the  ]nincipal 
oi  oor  Creeds,  He  descended  into  Hades ;  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred 
that  there  is  a  Christian  Religion  there,  as  well  as  npon  earth.  And  at  the 
same  time  have  endeavoured  to  remove  all  handle  that  might  be  taken 
therefrom  to  enoourvge  indifference  and  procrastinatian,  hy  showing  that 
nevertheleas  such,  to  whom  the  terms  of  salvation  have  been  fairly  pro- 
pounded, bat  rgected  or  ntglected  by  than,  can  have  no  gUmp«e  of  pro- 
bable groQud  to  expect  a  second  offer  in  their  next  state  tA  being. 

10.  Before  proceeding  further  it  will  be  expedient  to  remark,  that  life  is 
not  given  directly  hy  the  hand  of  Christ,  but  he  gives  it  becaoae  he  givea 
that  upon  which  it  will  follow  of  course  :  as  a  poor  man  may  say  his  vtc- 
toals  and  clothing  are  given  him  by  one  who  has  fitmished  him  vnth  money 
to  procure  them.  And  herein  the  comparison  continues  between  Christ 
and  Adam :  for  though  we  are  taught  in  one  place,  that  in.  Adam  all  die, 
this  is  explained  by  another  text  whi<di  declares,  that  sin  entered  by  Adam, 
and  death  by  sin :  in  like  manner  are  we  wanaated  to  say  that  righteous, 
ness  entered  by  Christ,  and  life  by  righteousness.  For  aa  death  is  the 
wages  or  natotHl  consequence  of  sin :  eo  is  life  the  wages  of  righteooaness, 
the  fruit  it  will  naturally  produce  vrithont  fiirther  divine  interposition  thaa 
was  needful  for  planting  and  watering  the  tree. 

Thus  we  see  Uie  deliverance  it  behoves  ns  to  lay  hold  of  is  a  deliverance 
from  that  sin  which  entered  by  Adam,  or  rather  that  sinftilDeas  of  our 
natore  which  was  manifested  by  his  disobedience ;  which  therefore  was  n 
ivejudication  of  all  who  should  partake  of  that  nature,  although  they  had 
not  sinned  after  the  simititnde  of  his  tranagreaaion.  it  remains  to  conudea 
wherein  this  sinfulness  or  promptitude  to  do  wrong  consists :  and  we  shall 
find  it  to  lie  in  the  prevalence  of  our  i^ipetites  and  pasrions  over  onr  jadg  ■ 
ment,  or  a  thraldom  of  the  Will. 

I  shall  not  repeat  the  metaphysical  disqniMtJon  npon  Volition  pursued  in 
the  Chapter  on  Freewill :  I  need  only  to  call  to  remembrance  what  haa 
been  said  there  concerning  the  determination  of  onr  judgment  being  ordi> 
narily  taken  for  our  Will,  and  that  Liberty,  in  the  most  common  accepta- 
tion, is  ondentood  of  such  a  situation  wherein  there  is  no  obstacle  to  pre- 
vent that  Will  from  taking  efect.  For  what  we  judge  expedient  we  reaolva 
to  do,  and  think  we  ahall  do  it :  bnt  our  imbecility  is  such  that  desires  and 
Eancies  start  up  too  strong  for  our  resolves,  and  carry  ns  into  a  directly 
oontnuy  conduct.  This  state  of  the  carnal  man  is  described  by  St.  PauC 
Rom.  vii,  I  allow  not  that  which  I  do :  for  what  I  would,  that  do  I  not: 
but  what  I  would  not,  that  do  I.     I  see  another  law  in  my  members  re- 
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belling  aguiut  the  law  of  my  mind,  knd  leading  me  captire  unto  the  law 
of  sin. 

The  very  essence  of  sin  pre-snpposea  this  struggle  between  the  rational 
and  sensitive  faculties  styled  by  St.  Paul  the  law  of  his  mind  and  Uw  of  his 
memben.  Children  do  many  things  before  arriviog  at  the  use  of  reuoo  for 
whidiwe  are  forced  to  reprimand  Uiem,  but  these  are  not  sine  because  they 
know  no  better :  it  is  their  discernment  of  what  is  right,  or  having  a  law  of 
their  minda,  that  renders  the  continuance  of  those  practices  ainAil.  Thus 
the  same  St.  Paul  obserres  that  he  bad  not  known  ein  nnleas  by  the  Law,  for 
without  the  law  sin  was  dead,  but  when  the  commandment  came,  taa  first 
gave  signs  of  life. 

1 1 .  "niia  vigour  and  untamable  violence  of  the  sensitive  fitculties  per- 
petually confines  oar  views  to  objects  of  sense,  to  narrow  aims,  and  grati- 
fications (d  appetite,  or  worldly  desires ;  cramping  the  understanding  so  that 
it  cannot  open  wide  enough  to  take  in  a  comprehensive  view  of  Nature, 
nor  penetrate  to  the  origin  and  Author  of  Nature ;  but  lies  hoble  to  be  con- 
tinually overclouded  with  superstitions  or  misapprehensions  of  the  divine 
Nature  and  Attributes.  Christ  has  declared  that  blessed  are  the  pare  in 
heart,  for  they  shall  see  God :  blessed  are  the  peacemakers,  for  they  shall 
be  called  the  Children  of  God.  Whereby  seemB  necessarily  implied  that, 
while  impure  or  contentiDUB,  no  man  can  see  or  be  truly  called  the  child  of 
God,  that  is,  possess  jnst  sentiments  and  proper  affections  with  regard  to 
him;  which  in  other  passages  is  expressed  by  entering  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  coming  to  Hie  Father,  loving  him  with  all  the  heart,  bung  one 
with  him,  and  doing  his  Will. 

Ndther  vere  tfae  judicious  among  the  pagans  insensible  of  this  truth,  that 
purity  and  holiness  were  necessary  to  the  right  understanding  of  things  in- 
vigibie.  Wherefore  they  exhorted  to  purge  the  mental  eye  from  all  films 
contracted  by  constant  attention  to  sensual  objects,  to  refine  the  soul  by  the 
study  and  practice  of  philosophy :  they  recommend  a  total  apathy,  that  is  an 
exemption  firom  passion  and  sJl  inordinate  desires  or  aversions,  as  indis- 
pensably requisite  to  complete  the  perfection  of  Wisdom ;  and  hold  that 
such  souls  OB  had  not  been  so  refined,  would,  upon  quitting  their  bodies, 
still  have  many  carnal  particles  adhering  to  them,  which  must  weigh  them 
down  to  greater  depths  of  wretchedness  than  they  had  ever  sunk  into  during 
their  abode  upon  earth. 

13.  We  have  now  discovered  what  is  the  evil  from  which  we  are  ofiered 
deliverance  by  the  Redemption,  namely,  that  weakness  and  consequent 
darkness  of  the  Will  or  understanding,  which  subjects  it  to  the  tyranny  of 
appetite,  and  renders  the  soul  incapable  of  resisting  the  impulses  of  that 
foulness  worked  thereinto  from  the  gross  corporeal  frame  whereto  we  are 
vitally  united.  The  Philosopher  may  build  what  hypothesis  be  pleases  for 
getting  rid  of  the  foulness.  He  may  say,  that  Nature  has  provided  future 
punishments  for  purgation  of  contaminated  souls  :  that  as  none  pass  out  of 
life  without  a  degree  of  impunity,  all  without  exception  must  undergo  some 
course  of  disciplme  suited  to  their  respective  complaints :  some  to  he  hung 
m  tfae  winds  for  sweetening,  some  plunged  into  rapid  waters  to  wash  away 
their  filth ;  from  others  the  dross  shall  be  burnt  oat  by  ecorching  flames. 
It  is  not  my  business  to  contest  the  point  with  him,  for  I  have  not  under- 
taken the  (^ce  of  a  champion  for  our  Religion,  to  overthrow  all  ofiponenta : 
but  have  proposed  only  to  iuqaire  fairly  and  particularly  what  are  the  doc- 
trines it  teadies ;  and  1  think  nobody  can  deny  it  to  be  one,  that  there  was 
no  provision  of  second  causes  sufficient  to  work  the  deliverance  of  huawn 
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iMtuTe,  but  that  it  wbb  effected  by  nlra^hty  Power  iDterposing  for  that 

Here  it  is  likel;  I  ihall  be  stopped  in  my  career  with  an  objection  of  the 
free-thinker,  that  it  is  highly  blasphemona  and  injurioiu  to  the  divine 
Wisdom,  to  imagine  that  God  should  have  contrived  his  order  of  second 
causes  so  nnskilfaUy  ss  that  a  whole  Bpeciei  of  his  creatures  mast  be  for  ever 
miaerable,  nnleaa  he  interfered  with  his  own  hand  to  correct  the  defects  in 
his  original  plan.  Upon  which  I  shall  observe,  that  his  objection  strikes 
beside  the  mark,  being  not  levelled  at  the  Christian  faith,  bat  the  notions  of 
it  imbibed  from  the  nureery ;  where  the  iall  of  Man  may  have  been  looked 
npon  as  an  unexpected  event  for  which  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  afterwards 
provided  a  remedy  to  cure  an  evil  he  had  not  intended  shonld  be&ll. 
Whereas,  if  the  objector  had  gone  a  few  steps  oat  of  the  nnraery  to  fetdi 
his  Testament,  he  might  have  found  there  that  the  method  of  Redemption 
was  contaiDed  in  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  and  consequently  the  depravi^ 
of  our  Nature,  which  it  was  provided  to  rectify,  was  eternally  foreseen. 

Or  if  he  have  an  invincible  averseneas  against  all  supernatural  interposl' 
tioD  whatever,  I  have  shown  him  in  the  Chapter  on  Economy  what  gronndt 
he  has  in  history  and  experience  to  regard  the  Patriarchal,  the  Jewish,  and 
the  Christian  dispensations,  as  a  series  of  incidents  signally  providential : 
having  made  appear  before,  in  my  Chapter  on  things  ^widential,  that  an 
event  ought  to  be  ranked  among  them  which  was  produced  by  an  extraor- 
dinary coDcnrrence  of  causes,  and  attended  with  extensive  and  beneficial 
consequences. 

13.  But  thb  representation  of  the  Christian  Faith  bemg  introduced  by 
natural  operation  of  a  chain  of  second  causes,  proceeded  from  a  desire  m 
being  as  compr^ensive  as  I  oonld,  so  as  to  bring  persons  to  entertain  a 
favourable  opinion,  and  make  their  proper  uses  of  it,  who  could  not  digest 
all  its  articles.  Which  scheme  we  must  now  lay  aside,  being  incompatible 
with  the  whole  tenor  and  spirit  erf  the  Sacrad  Writings,  the  subject  of  our 
present  inquiry :  for  they  refer  everywhere  to  an  almighty  Power  interposing 
mimculonsl;  to  rescue  Mankind  from  an  evil,  absolutely  inevitable  and  irre- 
mediable by  the  laws  of  Nature  ar  any  operation  of  second  causes. 

Now  in  order  to  maintain  the  character  I  have  assomed  in  this  Volame 
of  a  reconciler  between  Religion  and  Reason,  although  I  (»nnot  pretend  to 
prove  with  some  eminent  divines  that  the  latter  conducta  to  the  necessity  of 
such  interposition,  yet  shall  atten^t  to  show  thatit  carries  no  repngnance 
thereto,  nor  exhibit  anything  that  should  render  it  incredible ;  and  for  that 
purpose  shall  recur  to  some  discoveries  already  stricken  out  by  the  light  of 
Natnre,  to  take  for  my  foundation. 

Whoever  will  turn  back  to  my  Chapter  on  Providence,  will  find  exhi- 
bited there  so  large  an  idea  of  the  Divine  InteUigence  as  to  make  it  con- 
ceivable that  God  might  have  finished  his  Creation  from  all  eternity,  and 
rested  from  his  works  ever  since :  having  once  for  all  formed  so  peifect  a 
plan,  and  established  so  complete  a  system  of  universal  Nature,  as  that  it 
should  run  on  for  ever  without  needing  any  farther  touch  of  his  hand  ;  the 
causes  of  generation  being  adapted  to  those  of  corruptiDn,  and  provision, 
being  made  by  the  activity  given  his  spiritual  creatures  for  continually  re- 
pairing those  immense  decays  of  motion,  occasioned  by  the  mutual  impulses 
and  resistance  of  his  inanimate  or  material  creatures. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  not  incongruous  with  our  ideas  of  him,  that  he  shonld 
have  acted  otherwise,  and  constracted  his  [dan  of  Natnre  incomplete,  not 
fur  want  of  ^11  or  ability  to  do  better,  bnt  purposely  to  leave  room  for  in- 
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terpositions  of  hia  almighty  Power,  and  mamCurt  himself  ia  his  cbBTRcter  of 
Governor  to  his  intelUg^ent  creatares.  And  for  the  probahility  of  hia  so 
doing,  I  have  enggeMed  aiguments  in  ^  10,  11,  of  the  eame  Chapter ;  and 
in  the  following  sections  have  drawn  proofs  from  the  contemplation  of  this 
Earth  we  inhabit,  and  of  the  planetary  system,  that  he  most  have  actually 
interposed  in  the  fbnnatian,  or  ae  vul^rly  called  the  creation,  of  this  visiltle 
world.  I  have  not  indeed  been  aWe  by  the  light  of  Nature  to  discover  evi- 
dence of  the  like  interposition  in  the  moral  world,  yet  the  rules  of  analc^v 
direct  ns  to  infer  a  probability  of  it  from  the  manifest  tendency  of  this  sub- 
lunary system  to  Chaos  and  confanon,  and  remove  all  repugnance  of  reason 
against  receiviDg  that  article  from  Revelation. 

14.  Add  further,  that  experience  testifies  there  is  a  mixture  of  evil, 
as  well  moral  as  phyaical,  in  the  world:  Jrom  whence  Reason  concludes 
there  is  a  neceaaity  it  shonld  be  so  in  the  Natore  of  tfainga  as  established 
on  their  original  creation,  evil  having  therein  been  made  productive  of 
good,  and  indispensably  reqniaite  to  support  and  maintain  that  fand  of 
h^piness  aboooding  throughout  the  Universe.  Season  indeed  gathers 
frran  contemplation  of  the  divine  Attribntea,  that  the  good  exceeds  the  evil 
in  an  immense  proportion,  and  confides  that  there  are  many  forms  of:  Being, 
among  the  whole  host  of  perceptive  creatures,  totally  exempt  from  the 
latter.  Nevertheless,  if  there  most  be  evil,  tha«  mnst  be  some  species 
of  creatures  obnoxioua  to  it ;  and  nothing  hindera  that  this  should  be  man 
rather  than  any  other  species  yon  can  imagine.  Neither  can  we  feel  a  re- 
pugnance against  the  suppositiaa  that  man  came  forth  from  the  hands  of 
his  Maker  without  any  taint  of  evil  upon  him,  but  was  made  liable  to  re- 
ceive it  from  the  influeiKe  of  material  or  otlwr  agents :  and  tiiat  a  remedy 
was  provided  to  rescue  him  from  socfa  evil  aa  soon  as  the  purposes,  whut- 
ever  they  may  be,  whereto  it  was  neDeasary,  were  answered. 

Now  whether  provision  be  made  of  such  remedy  by  natural  or  super- 
natural means,  it  equally  obviates  all  impeachment  of  the  Divine  GoodueM 
and  Equity.  For  if  &  parent  sends  his  son  to  stay  a  considerable  time 
abroad,  we  expect  he  shonld  furnish  him  with  remittances  saffictent  to  sub- 
sist him  the  whole  time :  but  if  be  knew  he  intended  to  go  over  himself 
before  it  was  lapsed,  though  be  did  not  set  him  out  first  with  full  snbsist- 
enoe,  we  should  not  suspect  him  deficient  either  in  forecast  or  kindness. 

Agreeably  \d  these  deciuons  of  reason  we  see  Die  Scriptures  representing 
man  as  originally  placed  in  a  state  of  happiness,  to  continue  while  nothing 
external  interfered  to  disturb  it,  but  with  an  imbecility,  evidenced  by  Adam's 
trausgresaion,  incapable  of  reaisting  tbe  first  temptation  that  should  accost 
him  :  that  by  repeated  ofience  he  contracted  a  depravity  which  would  con* 
tinnally  grow  wtHse  and  worse,  until  it  plunged  him  into  tbe  lowest  depths 
of  misery,  nor  oould  any  skill  or  endeavours  of  his  own  prevent  the  mis- 
idiief,  neitho'  was  there  any  provision  of  second  causes  that  could  asmst  him. 
Nevertheless,  God  in  his  etwnal  porpoM  had  provided  a  remedy  for  restor- 
ing him  to  his  primitive  condition,  and  sajqilying  him  with  a  vigour  that 
should  be  proof  against  all  attacks. 

15.  litUe  dou^  can  be  made  that  the  interposilioB  here  spoken  of  mn»t 
be  understood  (Hily  oi  the  Incarnation  and  oocasioiM]  eflusions  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  I  do  not  forget  that  the  miracles  and  pro]4iecies  recorded  in  both 
Testaments  are  parts  of  the  Christian  bdief :  but  miracle,  as  I  have  ob- 
served iti.  the  Chapter  apoa  that  artide,  b  a  particnlar  species  of  super- 
natural operations.  Those  wfao  hold  the  sonls  of  children  created  from 
time  to  time  as  thne  is  a  foetus  ready  to  receive  them,  or  that  there  is  an- 
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interpoBin^  Providence  continuallif  KStcluBg  over  and  oorrecting  the  errors 
of  chance  and  freeirilU  tanit  twcribe  theae  ereotB  to  an  immedutte  operation 
of  Almighty  Potrer,  yet  nerer  call  them  miraculous  becaoae  tbej  are  neces- 
sary for  carryings  on  the  order  and  coones  of  Nature. 

Whereaa  miracles  are  not  wanted  for  necessary  nees  of  their  own,  but  a» 
evidenceB,  striking;  to  ibe  smse,  of  something  more  important  to  be  mani- 
fested by  them.  Therefore  we  must  confine  the  deliverance  of  mankind 
from  its  state  of  imbecility  and  wretchedneaa  to  the  two  caosee  specified 

Those  two  articles  depend  upon  the  IVinity,  which  is  counted  the  pro- 
foundest  of  mysteries :  bat  a  mytttry  cea«e*  to  be  such  a*  soon  as  rerealed, 
that  is,  nnderstood.  For  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  Christian  faith  as  a  mys- 
terf,  because  it  remained  sadt  to  Uie  Jews,  being  shadowed  to  them  in 
pfipa  and  figures  which  led  them  to  the  expectation  of  a  temporal  monarch 
coming  with  power  to  make  the  conqaeet  of  the  world,  bnt  at  the  same 
time  poor  and  mean,  a  man  of  sorrow  and  acquainted  with  grief:  which 
things  appeared  contradictory,  and  cooaeqaently  mysterions.  But  when  it 
was  repealed  that  Jesns  was  the  Messiah  predicted,  who  worked  out  de- 
liTeranoe,  not  by  earthly  power  and  dominion,  but  by  a  life  of  righteonsness 
terminating  in  a  Tolnntery  death,  this  was  a  plain  proposition  intelligible  to 
the  meanest  capacities ;  even  those  who  do  not  believe  it  true,  yet  clearly 
understand  what  is  contained  in  the  assertion. 

So  the  confosednesa  of  our  ideas  concerning  substantial  identity  and 
union,  iuTolves  us  in  mystery  and  contradiction.  We  apprehend  that  one 
individual  substance  may  be  split  into  many,  and  that  several  united  toge- 
tixr  may  produce  a  new  substauce  of  a  componnd  never  in  being  before : 
whi^  perpetually  carries  ns  connter  to  the  admonition  of  our  docton  eeainst 
either  dividing  the  substance  or  confonnding  the  Persons.  I  have  already 
done  my  endeavours  towarda  preventing  those  mistakes,  in  my  Chapter  on 
the  IVinity,  and  need  only  observe  here,  what  nobody  can  deny  to  be  the 
orthodox  doctrine  of  our  Church,  that  it  was  the  same  indivisible  Almighty 
Being  who  govenu  all  Nature  as  also  the  afiairs  of  men  by  his  ordinary 
and  extraorcUnary  Providence,  who  took  upon  bim  om-  Nature  by  an  union 
with  the  human  soul  and  body  of  Jesus,  and  who  works  occasionally  upon 
<m  hearts  to  will  and  to  do  according  to  his  good  pleasure.  That  he  did 
not  thereby  become  three  diferent  Beings  or  Substances  having  trans- 
actions witb  one  another,  bnt  assumed  the  appearance  of  three  Persona  or 
CbanOen,  each  having  a  separate  office  and  distinct  province  of  action. 

16.  Let  ns  now  try  to  settle  the  proper  conception  of  Union,  which  is 
not  a  tnnndMtantiation,  nor  consnbatantiatton  eztendbg  throughout  the 
same  portion  of  space,  nor  yet  the  addition  of  a  new  sabstance  to  those  en- 
tering tiie  compound ;  but  when  Aings  are  so  mingled  together  that  we 
cannot  distinguish  them  asunder,  and  so  joined  for  a  continuance  as  that  we 
never  see  tfaem  separated  again. 

Which  uninterrupted  continuance  of  coalescence  I  apprehend  charac- 
terizes the  second  Fersou  in  distinction  from  the  third :  the  office  of  the 
one  being  to  unite  with  the  subject  indissolnbly ;  of  the  other,  to  accede  fbr 
small  spaces  from  time  to  time  to  different  sul^ects  as  occasion  shall  re- 
quire, and  in  such  secret  manner  as  that,  if  I  am  right  in  my  idea,  we  can 
never  know,  when  the  access  was  actually  made. 

Tliat  there  is  a  similitDde  of  operation  between  them  stands  likewise  evi- 
denced by  the  style  and  language  cf  Scripture.  The  figurative  expressions 
of  oil  and  anointing  are  applied  equally  to  the  effects  produced  by  both. 


by  Google 


884  CHRISTIAN  SCHEME. 

The  reception  of  Grace  by  the  Hol^  Ghoet  la  termed  &  Chriam.  or  unoiut- 
ing :  and  the  characteristic  appettatioD  of  the  nnited  God  and  Man  is  that 
of  the  Mesaiah,  that  ie,  the  chrieined  or  anointed.  Jesna  is  raid  to  have 
been  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  grow  in  Grace,  and  to  have  the  Spirit 
descend  upon  him  at  Jordan. 

Neither  is  the  tenn  niiiting,  or  other  eipression  of  similar  import,  with- 
holden  from  the  regenerate  Christian,  of  whom  it  is  said  the  Father  shall 
come  anto  him  and  make  his  abode  with  him  and  dwell  in  him,  and  that  be 
shall  receive  power  to  be  one  of  the  tons  of  God. 

From  all  which  may  be  gathered  that  the  application  of  the  Deity  to  every 
sanctified  behever  was  the  same  in  kind  with  that  to  Jeens :  but  immensely 
inferior  in  degree,  and  temporary,  with  large  intervals  of  disunion  between. 
So  that  when  we  act  under  ii^uence  of  the  Spirit,  still  our  acts  hare  a 
mixture  of  imperfection ;  and  in  far  the  greater  part  of  our  acts  ne  ofieud 
daily,  being  left  to  ourselves  without  any  assistance,  whereas  Jesus  being 
styled  the  Holy  Child,  we  must  conclude,  that  hohnesa  axxnmpanied  him 
constantly  and  uninterniptedly  from  the  cradle  to  the  cross. 

Ttw  interpretation  steers  clear  of  several  heretical  notions  broached  in 
former  times ;  as  that  Jesus  was  a  phantom,  having  no  material  body  nor 
rational  soul,  but  being  an  appearance  exhibited  to  die  senses  by  the  divine 
agency  impressing  ideas  of  varions  actions  and  discourses  pasNng  before 
them  :  or  that  he  was  a  mere  man,  and  the  Divinity  within  him  nothing 
more  than  a  power  of  virtue,  like  that  which  in  a  lower  degree  rested  upon 
Moses  and  Elijah.  As  likewise  the  Arian  opinion,  that  he  was  a  Being  of 
higher  order  than  the  Angels,  singular  in  his  kind,  created  with  extraordi- 
naiT  power  and  intelligence  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the 
Redemption.  For  by  the  account  above  stated  of  the  Chriatiaa  Doctrine 
it  appears,  that  Jesus  was  a  real  man,  like  anto  ns  in  all  respects,  sin  only 
excepted  ;  that  the  Divinity  united  to  him,  which  together  with  his  human 
Bonl  and  body  composed  one  Christ,  was  the  Supreme  Being  substantially 
and  inseparably  present  with  him,  supplying  all  imperfectians  in  the  created 
parts.  And  that  human  Nature  was  so  far  lost  in  corruption  and  weakness, 
that  no  created  power  in  the  universe,  nor  anything  less  than  an  imme- 
diate interposition  of  Omnipotence  could  suffice  to  deliver  it. 

17.  From  hence  we  may  leam  what  were  the  immediate  effects  of  th« 
union  upon  the  soul  of  Jesus :  for  we  have  no  warrant  to  pronounce  it  pro- 
duced any  apoo  his  body,  beingtold  that  he  was  in  human  infirmity  and  in 
all  other  things  like  unto  us,  sin  only  excepted.  Even  the  BourrectioD  was 
□ot  a  consequence  of  the  union,  being  the  work  of  God  in  his  Paternal,  not 
his  Filial  character :  nor  yet  the  Ascension,  far  he  did  not  fly,  but  was  taken 
np  into  heaven.  Which  restriction  of  the  difference  between  himandoth^ 
men  solely  to  an  exemption  from  sim,  as  cited  jost  now,  tt^ther  with  the 
umilitade  in  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  pointed  out  b5bre,  directs  us 
to  understand,  that  the  union  did  not  produce  any  extraordinary  intdligence, 
or  knowledge,  or  enlargement  of  the  Acuities,  but  a  continual  supply  offeree 
to  what  St.  Paul  calls  the  law  <^  his  mind  above  the  law  of  his  members :  so 
that  his  judgment  was  never  perverted  to  decide  amiss,  nor  was  he  in  any 
ungle  instance  turned  aside  from  his  resolution  by  the  temptations  of  plea- 
sure, danger,  or  pain. 

So  the  purpose  and  efFect  of  the  union  was  to  rectify  the  sinfol  nature  of 
Jesus  i  for  that  he  did  partake  of  a  sinful  nature  by  his  birth  from  the  woman, 
1  see  no  reason  nor  scruple  to  doubt.  Some  I  know  have  been  carried  hj  an 
inconsiderate  and  hasty  seal  for  the  honour  of  their  Saviour,  to  insist  thtf 
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bis  gmil  ma  originaUy  pare  and  perfect  beyond  tbat  of  ell  other  men  ■  but 
aeal  operates  veiy  variously  in  different  anbjecto.  For  my  part,  I  must  ac- 
knowledge tbat  ray  zeal  for  tbe  glory  of  God  gives  me  a  bias  to  imagine  him 
leaaperfect  than  the  rest  of  Adam's  race:  for  I  have  so  high  an  idea  of  the 
Divine  Power  as  to  bdieve  it  capable  of  sanctifying  the  most  abandoned 
prodigate  sool  that  ever  udiabited  a  human  body  j  therefore  if  I  could  admit 
the  doctrine  of  an  mtrinsic  dilBaeace  in  souls,  should  stand  perauaded  that 
.  God  had  chosen  to  unite  hunself  with  the  very  worst  of  the  whole  snedes  in 
order  to  manifest  hia  Power  tbe  more  fully.  ' 

But  as  I  happen  to  have  found  no  evidence  of  a,,  such  diflerence  in  my 
ob«»vations  upon  human  mtoe.  but  that  all  souls  are  originaUy  alile  unH 
corrupted  m  venous  degree,  by  vicious  com», ,  it  foUom  neci«rily  thu 
the  soul  of  JesBS  wasm  itself  neither  better  nor  worse  than  our  own  f^ 
wasa  dea<»«dant  of  Adam  and  when  it  is  declared  that  in  Adam  M  have 
smned.  no  exoepton  is  made  of  him :  nor  is  this  contradictory  tclta  JLS 
of  h|.  being  without  am.  For  that  reUtes  to  the  commissXn  ofSZ. 
wh«h  we  onirfve.  were  not  guilty  of  m  Adam :  for  none  of  us  werTSom 
p^meem  the  act  of  hi.  transgression.  Therefore  when  it  U  sJd"^am 
jUbave  smnrf.  we  must  neoe««rily  undcntuid  thereby.  ,. emlaiued  bUi, 
^.ag  "a™,  that  all  have  partaicn  of  a  nature  evidenced  by  the  Mlw 
jLS^iSil,"?  ^^  ■?"'  ■«""'  '»°P'««i°''  ■  "bieh  n,l„4  tb.  child 
Jesus  partook  of  shimng  It  m  common  with  us.  Nor  are  there  msriis  left 
unreeotdcd  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  circumManecs  of  the  te  aS,„  IS 
other  particalan  pomted  out  in  j  10  of  my  Chapter  on  the  iSnS  ^i,'  C 
jndicaie  .  «jral  imbecility  and  struggle  wfth  the'careM  1  w  oJ^h"  i^S 
rwng  m  rebelhon  agamst  the  Uw  of  the  mind ;  which  ettacJ™  of  A.  ^ 
fgeOi.  with  the  djjas  and  offering.  b»nghru^n T^il^  rf":; 
3Sj  2?  ''^'T^^  ""  compl.tion  of  Sie  piph«;y.  toTtte  se™^ 
ahouldbnusethelieelwhiehtrampleduponitshrad  '■""■««  saipent 
.  The  s«ne  obsCTvation  nay  pereuade  us  tbat  tbe  human  mitnre  of  Christ 
™  not  perfected  ins«ntly  upon  the  tret  Incarnation  :  for  as  JeiunT  i! 
turned  mto  tomption  by  repealed  «<s  of  sinning,  so  it  can  ZlSZ  a 
mmcible  «„ngth  only  by  repeated  «its  „.  rigbtSmsncs.  ^0,  wTS.S 
T^  by  »  "crtion  of  Almighty  Power  to  remodel  tbe  coi.tituta  but  £ 
mehorateit.  Perhaf.  Ad«n  might  have  repaired  the  dunsgeTbis  sS 
by  a  sub«,ucnt  »«nning  oh«Uencc  -.  bis  nUure  being  ^  "f  a  re" 
v«y,  and  even  of  impiovemoit  and  mehoration.  by  ipSS,  ft  *  m^i 
mcmis.  bad  be  been  capable  of  making  the  appBcitioV  bX.  s  JSl 
repnacots  it  as  impossible  for  him  to  d«  an?  ^  a,i„,  liTi,  i-?^^ 
powers:  snd  so  hid^any  phil^^pherea^oiSSn^'i^.i"" 'jl^J 
sole  pnnciple  of  rectitude :  Iherefbie  sll  mankind  bul  been  lo«T„H  ™j„ 
far  ^e,  wittout  the  coming  of  tbe  Redeemer,  in  X^Sie  SoXad  tS 
*mayr»dmg  rest^ned  him  from  dl  .ctnal  sin,  ^.ii^^ZZ^^ 
grace  and  fcvour  with  God  and  Man,  b,  gradual  preg„S  bSigTr^th^ 
mmul  oigm.  to  such  a  drm  and  vigcreus  l.n.titutio.^.Ht^'„ 
p^orm  «i  mnumnng  obedience  m  all  trid. :  thereby  placing  h™  SSuS 

Mailer,  font  wa.  created  m  happmeM  and  mnccence.  but  .ubiect  to  dmur^™ 
whjeh  might  dq»ive  it  of  both :  wherea.  now  it  wa;  r.«o2d   o  the  S 
Wmes.  mid  mnooome^t  prerid«l  fhrther  »th  a Tecnrity  jSnstdl 
hazard  of  loeiag  them.    Thu.  to  be  amsistent  with  Scrinh.7«^^^    i 
Uiue.  of  our  Chureb,  it  beeome.  us  to  ^LlL^t'pif,  fnd  Jet 
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fection*  of  our  SttTiour  u  high  a«  imegination  can  carry  them,  yet  ought  we 

toaBcribe  them  all  to  the  Divinity  united  with  him. 

IS.  NerertheleM,  these  effects  of  the  Unioii,  k  far  a*  hitherto  deHribed. 
eeem  to  terminate  in  the  person  of  Jems,  not  extending  to  the  rest  of  the 
world,  nor  showing  him  to  have  been  the  Saviour  of  mankind.  But  though 
an  interposition  of  aimighty  Power  was  neceiBary  for  restoring  and  per- 
fecting their  nature,  it  was  not  necessary  that  interposition  dkould  be  applied 
directly  to  every  particular  m^nber  of  the  species.  For  I  have  thowa  in  the 
Chapter  on  IVovideace  that  in  all  cases  of  aupematm^  interposition  there  is 
likewise  a  disposing  Providence,  ordering  a  chain  of  second  causes  for  com- 
pleting the  design  intended  thereby.  It  is  not  the  cnstoiu  of  oar  alm^hty 
Governor  to  do  much  with  his  own  band,  he  appUea  it  rarely :  for  to  do 
more  than  requisite  for  manifestation  of  his  Power  and  Dominion,  mi^t 
prove  an  impeachment  of  his  Wisdom,  nor  are  hia  works  made  to  want  it 
often.  He  comprised  his  interpoeitions  in  the  same  original  plan  with  hia 
secondary  agents,  and  so  contrived  the  latter  ae  that  they  would  sometimes 
run  amiss,  yet  upon  a  few  turns  given  them  upon  extraordinary  occasions, 
they  should  ^  into  the  right  course,  and  thesccfocward  [Hoceed  of  them- 
selves to  bring  forth  the  destined  event. 

We  know  the  force  of  example,  sympathy,  and  inatructions  given  in  cS'n- 
Bummate  wisdom,  to  work  strange  alterations  in  the  characters  of  men. 
Some  philosophers  have  beeo  positive  that  oould  we  heboid  Virtue  in  her 
genuine  coloara,  unclouded  by  any  heterogeneous  mixture,  she  would  capti- 
vate all  hearts  ;  and  I  have  attempted  to  make  appear  in  the  Chtqiter  on 
Economy  how  one  perfect  man  may  communicate  his  influence  to  othera  - 
near  him.  who  by  degreea  may  spread  it  throughoot  a  whole  community. 
Since  then  the  imaginary  Wise-man  of  the  ancients  was  realized  in  the 
person  of  Jesus,  why  should  we  deem  it  unlikdy  that  ha,  by  tiie  pattern 
be  bos  set  before  us  in  a  life  of  righteousness,  by  the  love  be  has  shown 
in  his  sufferings  and  death,  by  the  doctrines,  the  precc^.  the  institn- 
tions,  the  Religion  he  has  delivered,  together  with  some  occasional  aids  <tf 
the  Holy  Spirit,  should  naturally  raise  human  nature  to  its  ntmost  po-- 
fection.  and  provide  us  with  glorified  bodies  upon  dissolution  of  our  pre- 
sent, without  needing  any  supernatural  operation  upon  us  at  our  entrance 
into  another  life,  or  intercession  for  further  extraordinary  ftiTonra  than  have 
been  already  bestowed. 

Nevertheless,  the  effects  which  might  be  expected  have  not  been  pro- 
duced in  this  sublunary  globe ;  multitudes  being  bom  and  dying  without 
any  possibility  of  sharing  in  them,  and  none  having  ever  attained  the 
righteousness  of  their  pattern ;  for  the  very  best,  not  excepting  the  Apos- 
tles, have  offended  in  many  things:  from  whence  may  be  inferred,  that 
what  has  been  done  here  will  continoe  to  produce  its  consequenc«a  in  the 
next  stage  of  being,  until  it  has  perfected  individuals,  and  spread  to  the 
whole  human  race,  or  such  part  of  it  as  has  not  wilfully  rejected  the  oppor- 
tunities already  offered  them. 

19.  We  have  now  a  clue  towards  explaining  certain  technical  terms  mndi 
used  in  all  Christian  discourses.  They  are  figurative  and  myeterious,  and 
then  most  mj-sterious  when  taken  most  closely  in  the  literal  sense )  there- 
fore here  it  is  particularly  incumbent  upon  us  to  penetrate  into  the  spirit 
contained  under  the  letter  ;  for  as  aoon  as  a  man  can  enter  fiitly  into  the 
spirit  of  what  is  said  to  him,  he  finds  a  light  instantly  break  forth,  irtudi 
dispels  all  obscurities,  and  unveils  the  myatery.  I  know  there  are  many 
people  utterly  averse  to  all  rational  explanations ;  they  look  upon  every 
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Bttenqtt  to  piy  inU>  sacred  mpBteriet  m  a  proftination ;  and  though  they 
■oeaedniM  teem  fond  of  expounding  diffirailt  utideB,  yet  ia  their  exposition 
■och  M  eaitB  no  light  but  nUier  darlueM  visible.  It  amuses,  it  tmnaporta, 
it  aatonishes,  fills  with  a  eacred  awe  and  hurry  of  ipirita,  but  conveys  no 
dear  idea,  nor  any  real  informtiioa  ;  as  if  Ignorance  were  the  mother  of 
Devotion.  Ignorance  perh^  may  be  the  mother,  but  a  ehild  will  never 
grow  to  vigoronfl  tnanhood  who  is  kept  alwrnya  in  his  mother's  lap  :  and 
the  attempt  to  confine  him  there,  proceeds  often  from  aioiiter  deei^,  be- 
cause he  will  be  more  governable  and  susceptible  to  take  any  ply  of  zeal 
which  nay  be  wanted  for  private  ends.  Sometimes  it  arisee  £rom  want  of 
skill  to  ik)  better,  in  such  as  have  no  more  knowledge  than  just  to  qualify 
them  for  suraea,  and  a  secret  ambition  of  getting  as  nany  childpen  under 
their  tuilion  as  they  ean  poeeibly  collect ;  and  soraetimee  it  may  spring 
from  an  injudicious  imitation  of  the  Scripture  manner,  which  abouada  in 
parables  and  dark  sayinga  and  riddles,  so  that  seeijkg  one  may  not  see,  and 
hearing  one  may  not  understand. 

But  it  ehould  be  considered,  that  the  Scripture  language  miut  appear 
more  enigmatical  to  ua  than  it  was  originally  intended  to  be :  for  it  waa  cal- 
culated for  the  Jews,  and  most  of  the  figures  employed  therein  having  been 
adopted  from  the  Jewish  doctors,  may  be  presumed  fiuniliar,  and  readily 
intelligible  to  that  people.  And  for  what  were  designedly  riddles,  they 
were  aeliveied  forholdingourattentiontothepuranitof  one  oligect requiring 
dihgence  to  investigate  it :  for  in  the  very  nature  <rf  a  riddle,  it  pendexea 
at  fiiet,  hot  ia  not  past  all  finding  out.  Therefore  we  may  go  on  without 
ficar  or  scruple,  as  under  no  dsjiger  of  a  profanatitw  in  unravelling  the 
mysteries  by  that  exermse  of  our  best  sagacity  and  industry  upon  them 
which  they  were  given  to  us  to  excite. 

30.  To  begin  with  RedemptioD,  the  leading  term  introductory  to  mo»t 
of  the  rest :  it  signifies  hterally  tiie  purchase  of  a  captive  slave  from  his 
master,  by  money  or  other  valuable  consideration.  But  the  Redemption 
of  Mankind  was  from  thraldom  under  the  Serpent,  and  was  effected  by 
bruiaiDg  his  head,  which  can  hardly  be  called  a  valnsUe  consideration  given 
for  the  porcluwe.  Or  if  you  will  say.  as  vulgarly  apprehended,  that  the 
[mrchaM  waa  made  from  God,  who  being  su^H'eme  Lord  and  Master  para- 
mount of  all  c^itives,  could  command  them  out  of  the  hands  of  their  imme- 
diate ownen,  what  mon^  or  thing  of  value  did  he  receive  ?  what  vacant 
space  was  there  in  the  treasury  of  his  riches  that  oould  admit  an  addition 
to  increase  his  wealth  }  what  did  he  lose  by  the  recovery  of  a  fidlen  race 
that  aboold  require  a  coo^tenaation  for  the  damage?  And  yet  in  our  daya 
the  term  ia  ao  constantly  restrained  to  cases  of  slavery  or  pawnage  bought 
off  with  money,  that  I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  it  applied  to  pri- 
sonera  of  war  in  civilized  CQontriea,  although  such  frequently  obtain  their 
enlargenent  for  a  certain  sum ;  beouite  they  are  not  regarded  as  a  property 
of  the  puvoos  who  have  them  in  ttieir  power,  nor  consequently  aa  an  object 
of  sale. 

But  aBtODg  the  Jews,  Redemption  had  a  wider  latitude,  being  extended 
to  every  deliverance  frcwn  servitude,  by  what  means  soever  effected.  Thus 
in  the  Old  Testament  God  is  frequently  styled  the  Lard  who  redeemed 
Israel  from  the  hand  of  Pharaoh,  out  of  the  house  (^  bondage,  the  I^ord 
that  bought  them  :  yet  nobody  can  apprehend  it  done  by  a  bargain  made, 
or  any  gratuity  given  tc  I^arvJi  or  c^er  princes,  to  reugn  up  their  right 
of  domiuiuo  over  their  alaves. 

3c  2 
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Nevertheless,  tbne  exprewioiw  haying  been  frequently  used,  gave  ocoa- 
eion  for  introdnciDg  the  like  into  the  Christian  dialect ;  such  as  the  ransom 
for  sin,  that  we  are  bought  vith  a  price,  and  the  Satiefaction  made  to 
divine  Justice.  It  must  be  owned  that  the  phrase  of  being  bought  with  a 
price  is  not  quite  alien  to  our  present  modoB  of  speech  ;  for  when  a  person 
has  met  with  many  grievous  accidents  in  the  pursuit  of  an  advantage  he 
obtains  at  last,  we  commonly  say  that  he  has  earned  it  dearly,  that  it  has  cost 
him  a  vast  deal  of  pains  and  anxiety.  Therefore  Christ  having  debarred 
himself  from  what  we  esteem  the  enjoyments  and  conveniences  of  life,  and 
submitted  to  a  cruel  and  ignominious  death,  in  prosecotion  of  his  work  of 
oar  deliverance,  we  may  say  properly  that  he  paid  dearly  by  his  self-denial 
and  suffering,  for  the  benefits  he  procured  for  us.  Yet  still  thia  amounts  to 
no  more  than  a  half  pnrcbase,  where  something  valuable  is  parted  with, 
bat  there  is  nobody  to  recdve  it. 

As  for  Satidaction,  that  is  plainly  a  very  abstract  and  fignrative  repre- 
sentation of  Justice  as  a  Peisou,  who  was  interested  in  our  punishment,  and 
could  not  recede  from  her  demands  without  receiving  en  amends  adequate 
in  value.  By  which  figure  was  shadowed  forth  the  immutable  Nature  of 
things  established  by  tiie  Creator,  whereby  righteousness  and  innocence 
were  made  indispensably  necessary  to  the  possession  and  security  of  hap- 
piness :  which  being  lost  in  any  part  of  the  creation,  occasioned  a  gap  in 
the  all-perfect  plan  not  to  be  oUierwise  supplied  unless  by  some  efficacious 
method  coHtdved  for  the  restoration  of  righteoasneas  and  innocence. 

21.  Atonement  and  Sacrifice,  together  with  the  epithets  Expiatory  ana 
Propitiatory,  grow  from  the  same  root  with  that  of  Ransom :  for  equally 
with  that,  they  relate  to  the  giving  of  something  highly  prized  by  the  re- 
ceiver, onl^  with  this  difference,  that  instead  of  money  paid  in  consequence 
of  a  bargam  d.riven,  they  carry  the  idea  of  lost  favour  regained  by  some  ac- 
ceptable present.  This  method  of  reconciliation  being  prescribed  by  the 
Jews  in  the  ceremonial  law,  and  likewise  practised  by  the  Heathens,  seems 
to  have  introduced  among  both  an  opinion,  that  after  having  angered  God 
by  their  transgressions,  they  might  bring  him  into  good  homour  again  by 
the  sweet-smeUing  savour  exhaling  from  their  sacrifices,  or  the  magnificence 
and  beauty  of  their  oblations.  But  who  ia  these  times  of  better  knowledge 
can  imagine,  that  God  is  to  be  bribed  out  of  his  favours,  that  anything  can 
put  him  aside  from  his  purpose,  or  render  him  propitious  when  he  was 
otherwise  disposed  ?  The  phrase  of  bringing  him  to  our  desires  carries  the 
same  import  with  that  in  common  use  among  sailors,  when  they  tell  you 
that  before  yon  make  into  a  particular  port,  yon  must  bring  such  a  hill  to 
bear  directly  over  such  a  point  of  the  shore  :  they  do  not  ima^ne  that 
any  effitrts  of  theirs  can  stir  the  hill  an  inch  from  its  place,  but  that  they 
can  work  their  ship  till  it  comes  into  the  spot  lying  in  a  line  with  the  two 
objects  described.  So  oblations  and  sacrifices  could  have  no  avail  to  move 
the  heavenly  Powers,  but  operated  solely  upon  the  offercre  by  bringing  them 
so  far  as  the  carnal  ceremony  or  heathenish  rite  could  do,  into  such  courses  erf 
sentiment  and  conduct  whereto  the  heavenly  Powers  were  always  propitious. 

The  same  reasoning  may  be  applied  to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ :  it  oould 
have  no  efficsM^  to  change  the  immutable  God,  who  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  forever,  or  to  turn  him  from  severity  and  Justice  to  gracions- 
ne*a  and  Mercy ;  but  was  efficacious  for  raising  the  human  race  to  that 
righteousness,  which  in  his  original  constitution  of  universal  Nature  he  had 
ruAde  the  sole  avenue  to  eternal  life.  In  this  li^t  we  shall  see  the  value  of 
bis  sacrifice  immensely  auipaaaiDg  that  of  all  others :  for  they  could  only 
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produce  BD  imperfect,  temporary  reverence  and  religions  fear,  and  resoluttooi 
to  do  right,  in  >  few  peraons,  whereas  hia  will  in  due  time  work  b  oomplMo- 
aiid  perraanent  righteoiuness  throngliout  all  Manlund  in  general.  And  we- 
may  add  to  oar  eatimation  by  recurring  to  another  tue  of  the  figure  cchd- 
moiJy  made  among  ouraelvea ;  for  we  say  a  man  has  sacrificed  hia  pleaaures,. 
his  health,  his  fortune  to  the  good  of  his  Coontry,  when  he  has  pursned  it 
by  meoeuree  detrimental  to  them  all ;  yet  withont  any  thought  of  an  ob- 
lation made  to  Heaven.  Therefore  it  must  greatly  endear  onr  Baviour  to 
our  affection  to  reflect  how  much  he  has  sacrificed  to  reaeoe  us  from  awrateh- 
ednees,  which  by  all  natural  causes  waa  absolutely  irremediable. 

23.  The  greatest  sacrifice  being  that  of  life,  terminating  in  agonies,  and 
tcourgings,  and  despondency,  and  at  last  a  cruel  death  upon  the  cross,  haa. 
occasioned  the  Redemption  to  be  generally  spoken  of  aa  purchased  by  that 
sacrifice  alone,  expressed  often  by  another  figure.  Dot  likely  to  be  taken  lite- 
rally, that  of  our  ains  being  nailed  to  the  tree. 

But  as  it  is  no  unprecedented  thing  to  accumulate  figure  npon  figure,  this 
of  the  sacrifice  is  re-painted  by  another,  that  of  blocdahedding :  and  much 
talk  has  passed  among  the  pious  oonceming  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
whereby  we  were  redeemed.  As  if  the  material  blood  in  hia  body  was  ot  a 
richer  composition  than  any  other  blood,  containing  an  occult  quality,  or 
magic  virtue,  a  vivifying  Spirit,  efficacious  to  purge  away  all  seeds  of  cor> 
rnption  and  mortality  that  could  be  found  in  the  world.  And  the  Papists  carry 
this  notion  so  far  as  to  inaiat  that  no  man  can  be  saved  without  actually 
awallowing  the  body  together  with  the  blood  indnded  therein. 

But  I  see  no  warrant  to  pronounce  the  blood  of  Jeans  a  whit  better  than 
dutt  of  any  other  man  who  was  bom  with  a  good  constitution,  and  had  lived 
a  sober,  temperate  life ;  therefore  it  was  not  the  blood  shed  but  the  act  of 
shedding  that  availed  to  our  benefit.  Nor  yet  can  the  shedding  be  taken 
strictly  i  for  the  crucifixion  was  not  a  manner  of  execution  to  cause  much 
effiuion  of  blood,  excepting  only  a  few  drop*  trickliag  from  the  wounds  made 
in  the  fleshy  parts  by  the  nails.  But  the  Jewish  sacrifices  having  been  con- 
stantly made  by  lettiog  out  the  whole  mass  of  blood  from  the  victims,  this 
circumstance  came  to  stand  for  all  kinds  of  death  in  general ;  and  so  we 
should  still  understand  it  to  this  day.  For  I  suppose  anybody  might  allqpe 
the  text,  Whoeo  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  ^all  his  blood  be  abed,  in 
justification  of  bis  hanging  a  criminal  who  had  murdered  another  by  poison- 
ing, or  smothering,  or  drowning,  although  there  were  not  a  drop  of  blood 
spilt  either  in  the  crime  or  the  punishment.  Therefore  we  may  say,  withont 
imputation  of  heterodoxy,  that  the  blood  was  no  otherwise  precious,  than  ■> 
it  served  to  snstain  that  life  which  he  sacrificed  for  oursakes. 

Nor  yet  can  we  suppose  any  benefit  or  delight  accruing  to  the  Father  from 
seeing  him  expire  on  the  cross ;  so  that  even  his  death  waa  not  expiatory  or 
prointiatory  in  itself,  nor  any  further  than  as  it  waa  necessary  for  establish- 
ing the  authority  of  the  Religion  he  had  instituted,  for  the  restoring  and  per- 
fecting human  nature  throughout  the  whole  species  of  creatures  partaking 
thereof. 

23.  The  ifipellation  of  Merits  can  no  more  be  taken  in  the  strict  primary 
sense  than  any  of  the  former ;  for  then  it  would  imply  a  real  benelit  con- 
ferred, or  profit  procured  deserving  of  its  adeqnate  recompense.  If  any- 
body  has  done  yon  some  signal  service  in  your  health,  your  family,  or  your 
fortune,'  he  has  a  merit  with  you,  and  you  owe  him  a  return  of  the  like 
whenever  an  opportunity  for  making  it  shall  be  afforded.  But  what  merit 
bad  even  Christ  himself  with  the  Father  ?  what  obligation  could  his  righr. 
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teonsnen  and  saflerisgi  lay  him  under  ?  whU  acceuion  was  made  thereby 
to  his  Power,  bis  Intelligvtice,  his  Wisdom,  or  any  othet  Attribute  ?  Yon 
will  find  nothing  tending  that  way  in  the  sacred  recordi,  which  all  along 
rc^oent  the  restoration  of  falka  Man  aa  a  Free  Grace  of  the  Father,  not 
a  debt  to  the  Son. 

Let  na  then  reflect  on  the  ordinary  modea  of  speech  in  duly  uee  among 
Ds,  and  we  may  recollect  that  Merit  is  often  applied  to  dull  and  ability  suf- 
ficient to  go  throngh  widi  the  undertalung  we  have  under  contemplation. 
A  man  of  merit  in  his  profession  is  one  who  possesses  the  talent*,  the  dex- 
terity, and  knowledge,  requisite  for  performing  the  functions  of  it.  Hie 
merits  of  a  cause  in  contradiction  to  forms  and  modes  of  pleading,  are  those 
circumstances  attending  it,  whidi  we  apprehend  of  force  to  weigh  with  tha 
Jury.  Now  in  this  sense  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  merits  ctf  Christ 
all-suESdant,  able  abundantly  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  and  that  the  stream 
of  living  waters  whereof  he  wan  the  fountain,  will  never  run  dry  so  long  as 
there  is  a  thirsty  soul  wanting  to  be  refreshed  by  them. 

34.  That  we  are  saved  by  the  merits  of  Christ,  nobody  can  deny  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Christian  doctrine  :  yet  I  shall  not  scruple  to  assert  in  the  same 
breath,  that  we  moat  be  saved,  if  at  all,  by  our  own  merits.  As  much  a 
OODtndiotioD,  end  as  shocking  to  the  pioos  ear,  as  this  may  seem,  I  hope 
to  mske  it  good  both  from  Scripture  snd  from  Philosophy.  Whoever 
will  study  earefoUy  the  eleven  first  Chapters  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Locke,  may  see  that  it  is  the  main  scope  of  St.  Paul's 
argument  to  show,  that  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  under  a  necessity  <4 
resorting  to  Christ :  in  the  course  of  which  argument  he  admits  the  law  to 
be  holy,  and  just,  and  good,  the  tenns  of  the  Covenant  being.  Do  this  and 
thou  uiah  live  ;  but  the  Jew  did  not  do  this,  that  is,  did  not  fulfil  the  law, 
for  he  that  oAndeth  in  one  point  is  guilty  of  the  whole.  To  the  Gentile 
likewise  the  Divine  Power  and  Godhead  was  evidently  displayed  in  the 
works  of  the  Creation,  so  that  being  without  the  Law,  be  was  a  law  unto 
himself :  nevertheless  forgetting  the  invisible  God,  he  gave  himself  up  to 
all  manner  of  unnAurBl  filthy  lusts. 

The  Philosophers,  too,  asserted  that  none  but  the  Wise-man  could  be 
secure  of  happinefs,  iriio  became  such  by  having  a  love  of  rectitude  con- 
stantly predominant  above  all  his  other  desires,  and  urging  him  invariably 
to  shape  his  actions  thereby ;  for  if  be  ever  acted  wrong,  it  was  plain  in 
that  instance  there  was  some  other  motive  weighing  with  him  more  power- 
fiilly :  but  that  there  never  yet  has  been  such  a  Wise-man  existing  upon 
earth. 

Therefore  the  Gospel,  and  I  may  add  Philosophy,  hath  concluded  all 
under  sin,  whereby  dl  have  ftBen  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  or  eternal 
.  life :  not  because  the  righteousness  of  either  Law,  that  of  Moses  or  that  of 
Nature,  were  incapable  of  giving  life ;  but  because  the  professors  of  both 
were  incapable  of  ever  raising  themselves  to  such  righteousness  by  an  un 
tinning  obedience.  This  righteousness  then  is  the  proximous  cause  operat- 
ing to  Salvation,  for  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord :  never- 
thelesa,  are  we  taught  to  rely  wholly  apon  the  Merits  of  Christ  for  our 
Salvation,  because  tbey  are  the  sole  and  certain  cause  operating  to  the 
attainment  of  that  righteousness. 

25 .  It  is  easy  to  see  that  I  have  hitherto  spoken  of  Salvation  as  an  entire 
deliverance  from  the  power  of  death,  or  an  actual  possession  of  eternal  Ufe : 
in  which  sense  no  man  has  or  ever  will  attain  it  in  this  world.  We  might 
Kttain  it  here  too  by  otn:  own  merits,  but  we  have  none,  nor  can  get  any  i 
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our  hopM  of  ever  reaching  it  elsewhere  mmt  rest  solely  upon  the  meriti  of 
Christ. 

Bat  there  ia  a  looeer  sense  whei^n  a  man  is  said  to  be  saved,  when  he  is 
going  on  in  the  straight  road  leading  to  salvation :  still  the  certaintjr  of  this 
road  having  sot^  termination  depends  aptHi  the  merits  of  Christ,  efficacioos 
to  pave  a  way  of  Religioa  which  should  oondoct  human  nature  to  its  fnU 
perfection.  Neverthdcss,  we  mutt  travel  the  road  by  our  own  righteons- 
ness,  not  indeed  that  of  works,  bat  that  which  is  of  faith,  and  of  works  only 
so  ^  as  needfol  to  evidence  and  strengthen  oor  faith.  The  merits  of 
Christ  are  the  cause  operating  to  ri^teoosDeae ;  bnt  faith  the  pipe  turning 
the  stream  of  operation  upon  ourselves,  instilling  the  Uving  waters,  the 
vivifying  principle  of  Rectitude  or  Holiness,  which  may  daily  grow  mon- 
and  more  predominant  over  onr  appebtee  and  aversions,  annul  tbe  law  of 
our  members,  and  bring  os  gradually  ander  obecUence  to  the  law  of  our 

Here  is  still  another  sense  wherein  a  man  may  be  said  to  be  saved  by 
foith  alone,  before  attaining  the  righteousness  which  is  of  Uth.  If  you 
knew  a  person  labouring  ni>der  a  complication  of  distempers  which  must  ]Ht>ve 
his  destruction,  and  were  persuaded  there  was  some  one  eminent  physician,' 
of  skill  fully  sufficient  to  deal  with  tbem,  but  against  whom  the  patient  had 
conceived  an  nnacconntable  aversion  :  though  upon  that  account  yon  might 
pronooDce  him  a  de*d  man,  yet  if  afterwards  by  much  labouring  the  point 
you  could  overcome  his  prejudices  you  would  be  ready  to  cry.  Now  he  is 
aafe,  ]»«auining  that  he  would  instantly  apply,  and  certainly  receive  benefit 
from  the  doctors'  preeoiptiotis.  In  tins  view  we  find  it  frequently  repeated 
in  Scripttu'e,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  tbe  Son  shall  be  saved :  and  Mr. 
Locke,  in  his  ReasoDsblenese  of  Christianity,  makes  the  belief  of  Jesus 
being  the  Messiah,  sofEdent  to  denominate  a  man  a  Christian,  and  entitle 
him  to  all  tbe  benefits  of  tbe  Gospel  covenant.  For  this  is  an  entrance 
upon  the  road ;  and  if  the  entrance  be  made  with  sincerity  and  thoron^ 
heartiness,  which  God  only  can  know,  altbongh  the  convert  should  be  sud- 
denly cat  (^,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  faring  well  in  the  next  world,  as  vras 
the  case  of  the  penitent  thief.  But  though  the  road  be  certain,  the  perse- 
verance of  tbe  traveller  is  not  certain,  for  some  have  follen  off  from  the 
laith  they  once  embraced ;  bat  if  the  faith,  being  allowed  time  to  grow, 
produce  no  crop  of  righteonmess,  suc^  as  this  snblunary  climate  is  capable 
of  ripening,  we  most  pronounce  it  a  dead  faith,  having  no  vigour  to  posh 
forth  the  gemiine  frnit. 

So  that  it  is  needfol  to  obeerre  the  various  degrees  of  force  at  times  at- 
tending the  same  ucpreaaion,  for  dse  it  will  lead  us  into  dangerons  mia- 
takes :  for  a  man  may  justly  claim  a  rank  among  the  saved,  yet  remain  in 
a  very  ticklish,  uncertain  condition.  Nay,  he  may  actually  he  safe  for  the 
present,  yet  by  foo  great  security  and  supineness  cast  himself  oat  of  that 
state :  therefore  let  him  that  thmketh  be  atandeth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall. 

36.  lite  tcniH  Mediation  and  Intercession  seem  at  first  sight  to  exhibit 
a  prospect  of  some  further  exertions  of  Omnipotence  obtained  from  the 
Father,  whidi  he  grants,  not  of  his  own  mere  motion,  bat  for  tbe  sake  (if 
.  gratifying  his  Son.  This  representation  of  God  being  worked  upon  by  pa- 
temal  fondness,  and  drawn  by  importnnitieB  to  take  measares  he  should  not 
otherwise  have  thought  of,  most  give  great  handle  for  cavil  to  the  free- 
thinker, agniust  whidt  we  shall  find  much  difficulty  to  make  a  solid  de- 
fence. 
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Besldea  that  the  (tupendoos  work  of  t)ie  Incarnation,  togetbo-  with  oo< 
casional  aMiatancea  by  the  Holj  Spirit,  have  rendered  all  further  aui^r- 
natnral  operatioQa  needless,  the  touches  given  by  theni  have  turned  the 
course  of  second  causes  into  their  right  channel,  so  that  from  thenceforward 
they  may  proceed  unerringly  to  accomplish  their  destined  purpose,  the  Re- 
demption of  Man.  We  want  nothing  now  Irom  the  Father,  more  th&  Ae 
continuance  of  his  disposing  providence,  and  sopport  of  the  laws  of  universal 
Nature  he  has  estabhshed :  for  he  has  given  dl  power  to  the  Son,  upon 
whom  we  may  place  a  sure  dependmce. 

And  imputed  righteoosnees  is  a  very  abstract  idea,  therefore  the  more 
surprising  it  should  be  so  current  smong  persons  who  affect  to  mn  down  all 
abstractions,  and  to  deal  altogether  in  plain  language,  which  he  that  runs 
may  read.  In  the  imagination  of  the  running  r^er,  it  will  carry  the  face 
<tf  aomething  solid,  yon  can  hold  in  your  hand,  and  may  be  delivered  from 
one  person  to  another,  like  a  puree  of  money,  upon  delivery  whereof  be  may 
become  rich  who  was  poor  before. 

But  whoever  will  stand  still  a  while  to  consider  attentively  what  he 
reads,  may  discern  that  these  terms  bear  a  reference  to  the  completion  of 
the  plan  oi  universal  Natore  by  the  coming  of  Christ.  For  Nature  is  the 
work  of  God  :  what  she  does,  is  done  by  him.  For  we  say  traly  that  God 
giveth  us  our  daily  bread,  although  it  cornea  to  us  by  the  prodnction  of  na- 
tural cauaea,  and  disposition  of  his  ordinary  providence  sapplying  us  with 
means  of  procuring  it.  When  fortune  frowns,  it  is  his  hand  lying  heavy 
upon  us :  when  things  fall  out  to  oar  wish,  we  taste  of  his  Mercy  and 
Bounty.  Now  the  plan  of  second  causes  was  so  drawn  as  to  tend  inevi- 
tably to  onr  destmction,  without  any  provision  among  them  for  evvr  deli- 
vering  ns  therefrom.  This  condition  ^  homaa  nature  is  called  lying  onder 
a  curse,  under  the  weight  ot  irrecondleable  wrath  and  vengeance :  until 
the  Christian  Bdigion,  introduced  by  the  greatest  <tf  all  interpositions,  pre- 
determined in  the  secret  counsels  or  eternal  purpose  of  Heaven,  turned  the 
second  causes  influenmng  the  human  Will  into  a  salutary  course,  which 
would  end  in  a  thorough  salvation  from  all  wretchedness,  and  an  iuvesti- 
tnre  in  the  actual  possession  of  eternal  life. 

This  progressive  tendency  of  our  Nature  towards  perfection  is  termed  a 
state  of  retxmcileroent  and  fovonr,  and  adoption  to  the  privileges  of  chil- 
dren :  the  change  of  disposition  in  oniaelves  being  represented  l^  the  figure 
of  a  change  of  disposition  in  the  Father,  from  severity  and  anger  to  mercy 
and  paternal  affection.  And  as  Christ  was  the  agent  who  by  the  efficacy 
(rf  his  Religion  worked  that  change,  he  is  therefore  styled  the  Mediator, 
having  management  of  the  great  transaction  between  God  and  Man,  obtain- 
ing  for  OS  the  terms  of  the  new  Covenant,  bringing  down, peace  from  on 
h^h,  good -will  towards  men. 

27.  Yet  because  the  perfection  of  righteousness,  which  is  the  cement  of 
peace  and  sole  object  of  good-will,  remains  unattainable  in  this  mortal  life, 
but  we  have  seen  reason  to  conclude  there  is  a  Christian  Religion  in  the 
next  world,  whereby  it  must  be  completed:  therefore  the  Mediation  of 
Christ  did  n'^t  termmate  with  his  death  and  suflerings,  but  he  still  con- 
tinues to  make  Intercession  at  the  right  hand  of  God  on  our  behalf,  as  well 
daring  our  abode  upon  earth,  as  on  our  removal  hence,  and  appearance  at 
the  day  of  judgment ;  by  whidi  Intercession  must  be  nuderatood,  not  as 
importuning  cA  God  for  fresh  blessings  he  had  not  intended  to  bestow,  but 
a  gradual  forwarding  of  oar  progreM  towards  that  character  of  holinew, 
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whkb  will  bring  down  those  bkuiiigB ;  they  having  been  already  made  tite 
natuTal  oonseqaence  and  efiect  thtfeof  in  the  pre-establislied  Nature  of 
things. 

T^en  for  the  word  Imputation,  it  implies  the  placing  some  article  to  the 
account  of  a  partieolar  person ;  or  rather,  in  common  speech,  the  discharge 
of  an  artide  that  had  been  set  down  to  him.  When  we  would  ezcoae  a 
man  for  same  oflensire  behaviour,  it  is  castomary  to  say,  yon  must  impute 
it  to  his  ignorance,  or  indiscretion,  or  orer-hasty  zeal  to  oblige ;  thus  dis- 
charging the  man  from  the  fault  by  laying  it  upon  some  infirmity  whose 
mi^nidinga  are  not  to  be  deemed  his  act :  but  though  it  might  be  a  sort  of 
CatachresiB  in  vulgar  language,  to  talk  at  a  good  deed,  this  form  of  expres* 
sion  is  current  in  the  Christian  language :  for  we  are  not  to  impute  our 
aina  to  Christ,  for  that  would  be  laying  the  blame  upon  his  instigating  us 
thereto,  bat  hia  merits  to  oursdves. 

A  man's  success  in  the  world  depends  npon  his  situation,  his  opportuni' 
ti«s,  and  the  merit  he  has  in  his  profebsioo.  Now  the  profession  of  a 
Christian  is  that  of  Wisdom  or  Holiness,  of  sentiment  and  conduct,  as  the 
only  way  to  the  attainment  of  eternal  life.  He  may  confide  in  the  divine 
Goodness  that  he  shall  never  want  a  proper  situation,  nor  opportunities  : 
therefore  his  prospect  of  sncceaa  must  be  greater  or  less  in  proportion  to 
hia  merit.  When  he  comes  to  state  the  account  with  his  own  heart,  he 
must  be  conscious  that  he  has  not  the  merit  needful ;  if  he  fancies  he  has, 
he  deceives  himself,  and  a  delnsive  hope  is  more  fatal  than  desirable ;  so 
that  the  only  solid  ground  of  his  hopes  must  be  found  in  the  merit  or  effi- 
cacy of  his  Religion  gradually  to  strengthen  hia  Will  or  the  law  of  his 
mind,  and  invest  him  with  the  merit  he  wants. 

By  this  way  he  may  turn  the  balance  of  the  account  in  his  favour,  being 
allowed  to  avail  himself  (rf  the  merit  he  shall  one  day  acquire,  and  the 
performances  he  shall  be  enabled  to  achieve  thereby :  which  I  take  to  be 
meant  by  imputing  the  merits  of  Christ,  that  is.  placmg  to  the  credit  side 
of  DOT  account  thMis  effects,  which  they  will  in&llibly  produce  for  the  amend- 
ment  of  our  Natmv. 

But  they  will  produce  no  effects  unless  their  influence  be  particularly  de- 
rived  upon  ourselves  by  the  channel  of  Faith ;  therefore  it  is  fiuth  that  jns- 
ti&ea :  not  that  it  make*  us  actually  just,  for  no  man  goes  out  of  the  world 
a  just  man,  but  the  true  believer  persevering  to  the  end  carries  out  that 
seed  of  righteousness  which  is  of  foith,  that  will  grow  to  fiill  maturity  in  a 
more  salabrious  climate.  So  that  although  upon  his  departure  hence  he 
should  not  be  put  into  immediate  possession  of  eternal  life,  yet  he  will 
inherit  the  promise  of  it,  and  fall  into  the  sure  and  certain  road  conducting 
thereto,  from  which  there  is  no  hazard  of  his  being  ever  turned  aside. 

And  I  think  any  man  who  has  a  taste  for  rectitude,  or  a  hunger  and 
diirst  after  righteousness,  must  regard  it  as  a  most  desirable  happiness  to 
be  [daced  in  a  situation  wherein  he  shall  continually  be  making  proficiency 
toirards  the  perfection  of  his  Nature,  and  feel  the  soothing  satis&ction  of 
faavtog  neglected  none  of  hia  opportunities ;  hut  at  the  dose  of  every  day 
dial]  be  able  to  say  with  truth,  I  have  been  moving  onward  in  my  pro- 
gress, I  am  advanced  one  step  nearer  towards  the  full  accomplishment  of 
my  wishes.  So  the  death  of  the  righteous  or  faithful  may  be  the  direct 
passage  into  a  state  of  happiness,  although  not  into  a  state  of  absolote 
perfection ;  and  that  it  is  not,  may  be  gatiiered  from  several  bints  given 
in  Scripture  of  a  final  state  surpassing  the  intermediate  in  blessedness. 

28.  We  now  see  the  points  io  dispute  between  the  Philosopher  and  tlia 
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ChratiBD,  when  they  ondentand  one  another;  reduced  to  a  very  iMirrow 
compasc,  atill  lenviog  a  near  retemblaoce  in  their  featnrea.  The  one  will 
not  admit  the  fall  of  Adam  by  the  artificeB  of  the  Serpent ;  bat  he  acknow* 
ledgts  that  human  nature  lies  very  low  immersed  in  the  filth  of  a  material 
composition,  whose  comiptioni  taint  the  very  sool ;  onablc  to  dear  itaelf 
from  foUy  and  error,  or  rise  in  any  Hingle  instance  to  the  perfect  dwracter 
of  Wisdom.  He  banishes  the  Devil  from  his  system,  yet  rebuns  the  pre- 
valence of  appetite,  example,  and  custom,  called  the  world  and  the  flcdi; 
and  allows  tiiey  will  generate  anger,  rerenge,  spite,  rancour,  and  other  de- 
vilish tempers  of  mind.  He  will  not  hear  of  an  Inctmiation,  that  is,  ths 
omnipresent  God  incloded  within  a  human  body,  yet  he  may  con^reJMnd 
a  continued  application  of  the  Deity  to  the  mental  organs  of  a  hnman  frame, 
and  how  powerful  efficacy  the  opinion  of  each  an  event  has  had  to  make 
a  system  of  Religion  prevail  in  the  world.  He  finds  no  evidence  of  a  Holy 
Spirit  working  upon  oar  hearts,  yet  is  sensible  there  are  seasons  of  vigonr 
and  lengaor,  of  clearness  and  dolness  in  the  mind ;  that  we  do  not  always 
proceed  with  the  same  spirit ;  that  when  it  is  wimting,  no  man  can  ntika 
any  good  progress  in  whatever  he  undertakes,  and  t£at  there  are  certain 
meaua  of  qniokening  and  quenching,  or  raising  and  depressing  that  ^lirit. 
He  thinks  the  current  belief  abounding  in  absnrdities  and  contradictions, 
that  is,  while  he  beholds  it  under  the  disguises  of  the  nursery;  for  whea 
stripped  of  them,  and  appearing  in  its  native  ccdours,  with  ita  shape  and 
Un^jnenta  drawn  out  upon  one  uniform  plan,  be  will  discern  it  regular 
and  conustent  Ihroughout,  will  distinguish  between  the  forms  and  mode* 
of  expresHon  rendered  necdM  by  the  condition  ot  human  nature  in  thft 
bulk  of  mankind,  and  the  Eubetance  they  were  calculated  to  introduce :  he 
wiU  then  perceive  that  the  system  of  nghteoueoen,  sanctity,  deadnea*  to 
the  world,  and  beavenly-mindBdnese,  is  the  same  with  his  own  syitem  of 
rectitude  in  sentiment  and  conduct,  expressed  only  in  «  difiiereat  language. 

If  he  will  not  allow  a  merit  in  believing  some  particular  proposition, 
he  must  be  &ir  enough  to  grant  there  is  none  in  disbelieving :  neither  of 
them  are  virtue  or  vice  in  themselves,  nor  make  a  part  <d  the  moral  cha- 
racter. Nevertheless,  the  character  Eoay  undoubtedly  be  inflocnoed  by  opi- 
nion, eo  &r  as  take  a  total  change ;  so  that  it  is  matter  of  importano*  what 
we  beUeve,  or  disbeUeve.  Even  if  he  should  suppose  an  opinitm  erroneous, 
opinion  being  neither  good  nor  bad  in  itself,  he  will  judge  of  it  by  its  con- 
sequences ;  and  since  as  two  n^atives  make  an  affirmative,  so  one  error  may 
bring  a  man  round  again  to  the  point  from  whidi  another  error  bad  led  him 
astrmy,  be  must  see  the  expedience  of  countenenring  an  innocent  mistake, 
which  will  repair  the  damage  done  by  a  more  pemicioas. 

29.  But  our  business  here  is  not  with  the  Philosopher  to  ooncem  our- 
selves about  what  he  rejects  or  ajqirovee :  we  are  to  examine  the  Chris- 
tian doctrinee,  and  penetrate  if  we  can  into  the  true  spirit  and  design  of 
them.  It  has  been  already  suggested,  that  the  point  driven  at  thernn  was 
to  bring  men  to  a  just  apprehension  of  their  Maker,  and  the  relation  they 
stand  in  to  him ;  and  tiiis  is  oonfirmed  by  many  passages  of  Scripture. 
Christ  has  declared  that  he  came  not  to  seek  his  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of 
him  that  sent  him ;  that  the  love  of  God  is  one  of  the  two  hinges  whereon 
han^  all  the  law  and  the  prophets ;  that  we  must  strive  to  be  perfect  as  our 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect ;  and  has  taught  us  to  pray,  Our  Father, 
which  art  in  beaveu,  thy  kingdom  come,  thy  Will  be  done;  fw  thine  is  the 
kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory  forever  and  ever,  all  which  are  else* 
where  comprised  in  tiie  expression  of  coming  to  the  Pother. 
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NeVerdtdOB,  Hien  are  aiallifaidea  of  teXj  wUdi  pronue  SntrntHn  upon 
coming  to  the  Sen,  n|)on  belteriug  that  Jmos  is  Um  Christ ;  how  then  ahalt 
we  reconcile  thii  leeming  diacordance  ?  We  caimot  be  tale  without  com- 
ing to  th«  FEUher ;  yet  wt  maj  be  made  ufe  by  adherence  to  the  Son  ?  I 
need  only  one  citation  to  adve  this  difficulty :  No  man  can  come  to  the  Fa- 
ther bat  through  the  Son.  So  that  Faith  in  Christ  gtyes  assurance  of  Sat- 
iration  aa  being  the  remote  cauae  of  it,  becanae  he  is  the  way  and  the  door, 
by  wfaieh  we  may  certainly  arrive  thereat :  for  whoever  aincerely  and  heartily 
belieres  in  the  Son,  shall  infallibly  find  access  to  the  Father.  Were  it  pos- 
aible  to  disjoin  ■  bue  Faith  in  Chriat  from  the  love  erf  God,  it  wonld  not 
avail  alone ;  for  many  shall  say  in  the  last  day.  Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied 
fa)  tiiy  name,  and  in  thy  name  cast  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many 
wonderful  worin :  yetif  they  have  not  done  the  will  of  the  Father,  bat  were 
wo^en  of  iniqinty,  tfaey  shall  be  rejected.  It  seems  scarce  cmlible  to  have 
ever  biqipened  hi  fut,  timt  persons,  passewed  of  so  high  a  d^ree  of  faith 
■B  to  cast  oat  devik,  whiA  was  a  pitdi  the  first  disciples  cooldnot  rise  to, 
ahonld  yet  continue  woriierr  of  iniquity  t  but  this  was  a  cose  put  in  ^ecn- 
ktion  to  show  ns  that  Hm  peculiar  doctrines  of  ChriBtianity.  without  natural 
Religion  in  that  perfeotion  whereto  Uiey  were  calculated  to  raise  it,  will  ob- 
tain a  passport  for  no  man :  wherefore  the  latter  still  remains  the  sole 
proximate  canae  of  Salvation,  and  the  end  whereto  the  Gospel  was  designed 
to  conduct  ns. 

80.  Bat  what  is  to  be  understood  by  coming  to  the  Father?  Not  a  loco- 
notion  smvly:  for  thM  were  saperdnons,  God  is  omnipresent,  existing 
■abstantiaPy  throo^oat  the  whole  inSnitade  of  space :  he  is  close  to  ns, 
within  ns,  and  roond  aboot  ns ;  so  that  we  ahoald  be  never  the  nearer 
to  him  for  any  duu^  of  place.  But  this  is  a  philosophical  idea :  the  idain 
man  apprehends  him  to  live  a  great  way  oS,  some  hnndred  of  miks  up  waovt 
in  the  douds.  Be  it  so :  then  what  moantains  shall  we  (^mb,  what  spirngs, 
what  ctaiiagee,  what  wings  shall  we  procure  to  get  to  him  ?  He  exprea- 
eion  therefore  is  evidently  figarative,  and  we  must  search  for  the  thin^ 
ngnified  by  the  ligare.  The  Scriptore  informs  us.  He  that  cometh  to  God 
moat  believe  that  he  is,  most  have  his  mind  possessed  with  a  sense  of  bin 
almighty  power  end  dominion  :  'yet  this  alone  will  not  suffice  :  he  most  be- 
lieve likewise  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him,  that  is, 
mast  be  penetrated  with  a  persoanon  of  dw  divine  Providence,  Protection, 
Wisdom,  Justice,  Mercy,  Goodness,  and  other  Attributes.  For  if  he  leaves 
BAy  of  them  out,  he  will  be  Hablc  to  faiKj  God  an  unconcerned  spectator 
of  sublunary  affidrs,  or  unakilftil  to  manage  them  completely,  or  a  rewarder 
of  none,  or  that  be  rewards  all  indi)9erently  whether  they  se^  him  or  no. 
Which  Coming,  aa  above  explained,  is  expressed  in  other  places  by  tbtf 
beatific  vision,  seeing  God  as  he  is,  bdiolding  him  face  to  face,  knowing 
even  as  also  we  are  known. 

Tbeie  is  still  another  expression,  if  not  directly  contaiiUDg,  yet  condnct- 
ing  to  the  same  sense.  Those  npon  whcnu  the  sentence  was  prononnced. 
Depart  from  me,  were  wmken  of  iniquity,  persons  who  had  neglected  to  do 
the  Will  of  the  Father,  and  therefore  incapable  of  accuse  to  Chriat,  u- 
through  the  sole  paaeage  opened  by  his  intercession  to  the  Father.  Now 
we  know  our  actions  are  all  shaped  by  oar  Will,  and  the  Will  is  constantly 
determined  by  motives  and  desires  occurring  to  the  tfaonght :  wherefore  the 
sentiments  of  mind  figured  by  Coming  and  Semng,  must  be  sentiments  of 
the  heart  as  well  as  of  the  imdentanding.  It  is  not  merely  right  and  sound 
speculative  opinion  that  will  answer  the  purpose,  nnless  it  tmich  our  scnai- 
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bility,  utd  give  a  right  turn  to  the  affectionB  :  for  they  milst  bring  our  Idetl 
cauaeB  or  opinions  to  become  niotiTes  of  action.  When  we  can  diacov 
something  inviting  and  desirable  in  the  things  we  know,  some  profit  to  be 
worked  &t>m  them,  it  will  raise  a  dependence,  an  expectation  and  appetence, 
which  must  keep  the  thoughts  steadilv  attentive  to  their  object,  and  deter- 
mine the  Will  to  pat  in  practice  the  means  aa  thev  severally  occor,  for  mak- 
ing the  profit. 

Bot  as  the  wind  cannot  blow  contrary  ways  at  once,  so  neither  can  the 
afiections  take  their  right  turn  while  attached  to  objects  of  sense,  and  grati- 
licatioD  of  the  desires  excited  thereby  -.  wherefore  those  must  be  removed 
from  onr  attention,  the  soul  be  purged  from  all  foulness  cast  upon  her  by 
the  gross,  corporeal  machine,  the  darkness  of  earthly  fumes  dispersed  away 
from  her  mental  eye,  before  she  can  attain  a  deamess  of  vision.  Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God;  Without  holiness  no  man  can 
see  the  Lord ;  and  we  are  exhorted  to  die  unto  the  wc»-ld,  to  put  off  the  old 
man,  to  subdue  the  fleshly  lusts,  that  is,  the  impulses  of  onr  inferior  faoultias, 
in  order  that  we  may  have  onr  conversation  in  heaven. 

Nevertheless,  whOe  in  this  world  we  cannot  have  onr  conversation  alto- 
gether there,  for  the  necessary  cares  of  life  will  claim  large  inta~nds  of  onr 
attention :  yet  may  we  obtain  some  intercoarses  by  prayer,  and  meditation, 
or  a  little  serious  reflection.  We  cannot  now  see  God  face  to  face,  but  as  in  a 
gloss,  darkly,  and  the  dust  and  amoke  of  earth  will  continnally  throw  a  foul- 
ness upon  our  glass :  yet  may  we  ke^  ourselves  watchful  to  brush  off  the 
soil  aafut  as  falling,  and  not  suffer  it  to  gather  in  pitchy  blotches  upon  the 
surface.  We  cannot  gain  a  near  access  to  the  Father,  for  the  world  and 
the  flesh  wUl  continually  retard  our  progress :  yet  we  may  hold  ourselves  in 
readiness  to  improve  every  opportunity  that  sliall  ofler  to  advance  a  little  on- 
ward in  the  way  that  has  been  opened  for  us. 

31.  We  have  now  found  what  was  the  main  soope  and  deaign  aimed  at 
in  tJlie  Christian  dispensation,  namely  to  Imng  ns  completely  to  the  Father 
in  some  future  stage  of  onr  existence,  and  to  forward  us  thitherward  daring 
our  time  of  life,  with  as  mnch  speed  as  the  ciunbrance  of  our  mortal  bodies, 
the  avocations  of  earthly  concerns,  and  opposition  of  the  world  shall  leave 
pnu^ic^le.  It  remains  next  to  inquire,  by  what  steps  the  prosecution  of 
this  design  is  carried  on. 

Here  enmity  and  zeal  combine  to  lead  into  the  same  mistake :  both  look 
for  the  benefits  of  Christ's  mission  in  an  increase  of  knowledge,  and  the 
discovery  of  new  truths :  both  rest  their  cause  upon  this  point,  and  join 
issue  npoQ  the  matter  of  &ct.  One  insists  that  no  improvement  has  been 
made  m  science,  that  nothing  is  to  be  learnt  from  Revkation  except  a  few 
mysterious  assertions,  whidi,  if  true,  wonld  add  nothing  to  the  stock  of 
knowledge.  The  other  avers  that  life  and  immortality  were  first  discovered 
in  the  Gospel;  that  till  then  mankind  lay  under  darkness  and  ignMance,  tiie 
wisdom  of  the  wise  being  nothing  better  thsn  delusion,  error,  and  trifle, 
that  light  and  truth  sprang  forth  by  Christ,  and  without  him  we  should 
scarce  have  known  whether  two  and  two  moke  four. 

Whereas  this  is  placing  the  thing  upon  a  wrong  bottom,  for  the  merits 
of  Christ  and  his  Religion  do  not  1^  in  discoveries  of  sdence,  not  even  that 
respecting  life  and  mannera ;  he  came  not  to  make  ns  more  knowing  but 
better  men.  The  worid  knew  enough  before  to  have  answered  th«r  necea- 
sary  purposes,  and  if  every  one  in  it  bad  lived  up  to  what  he  knew,  it  would 
have  been  a  happy  and  paradisiacal  world :  for  the  eternal  power  and  God- 
bead  were  manifest  in  the  works  of  the  creation,  but  when  men  knew  God, 
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thev  glorified  him  not  as  God,  but  became  vaiD  in  their  imaginations,  and 
their  foolish  heart  was  darkened,  not  by  a  failure  of  light,  bat  because  they 
shnt  their  eyes  against  it.  The  defect  of  human  Nature  lies  solely  in  dw 
weakness  of  the  Will  to'reeist  the  impulsesof  appetite,  orrestrain  the  rovings 
of  imagination  :  it  does  not  want  quicker  facdtics,  nor  additional  beams  of 
light,  but  strength  and  alertness  to  make  all  advantages  of  those  it  has. 
For  we  have  seen  that  Wisdom,  aa  synonymous  with  Prudenne,  or  Rectitude, 
or  Righteousness,  consists  in  a  sensibility  of  the  heart,  and  readinest  of  the 
Will  to  follow  constantly  whatever  shall  be  discerned  expedient  in  the  judg- 
ment. This  imbecility,  then,  destroying  the  soundness  of  Wisdom  or  full 
health  of  the  mind,  was  the  disorder  which  the  Gospel  was  given  to  cure  ; 
no  wonder  then  it  ehoold  apply  no  remedies  to  those  p«rts  in  the  constitation 
where  they  were  not  wanted.  Upon  which  account  it  was  termed  foolish- 
ness by  the  Greeks,  and  I  suppoee  is  still  counted  so  by  some  modernB,  who, 
like  them,  expect  to  find  some  profound  secrets  of  Philosophy  laid  open. 
But  it  is  no  disparagement  of  th'e  Gospel  to  aUow,  that  no  such  treasures 
are  contained  there,  nor  anything  new  revealed,  unless  some  articles  peculiar 
to  its  own  plan,  as  the  utter  inability  of  hnmon  Nature  ever  to  rescue  itsdf 
from  the  wretchedness  oppressing  it,  the  distiaction  of  Personi  in  the  Deity, 
the  hypostatic  Union,  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  such  like. 

Not  that  I  deny  it  has  in  consequence  produced  an  improvement  of  oar 
knowledge  :  we  may  see  in  the  Chapter  on  Ecouomy,  comparing  f  13  and 
20,  how  much  sounder  notions  the  plain  Christian  entertains  even  of 
Hieology  and  Natural  Religion,  than  the  ancient  Philosopher.  For  an  en* 
largement  of  knowledge  "will  ensue  upon  a  doe  exercise  of  the  faculties, 
without  any  fresh  infonnation  from  elsewhere.  So  that  the  sacred  oracles 
were  not  issued  to  teach,  but  put  us  in  a  way  of  finding  oat  for  ourselves, 
by  raising  a  concern  and  ardency  for  the  discovery  of  salutary  truths,  turning 
the  thoughts  into  profitable  trains  of 'reflection,  uniting  us  in  the  same 
courses  of  thinking,  and  quickening  our  diligence  in  the  pursuit  of  them. 

These  are  the  salutary  remedies  wanted  in  the  distempered  condition  of 
our  Nature.  It  is  true,  oar  knowledge  is  scanty  at  best,  and  our  rational 
Acuities  imperfect ;  but  imperfection  is  not  the  same  thing  with  disease. 
Our  disorder  Ues  in  a  sluggish  indolence,  unless  roused  by  some  paswon,  an 
insensibility  to  our  own  interests  ever  so  little  remote,  and  a  perpetual  mis- 
application of  our  powers.  We  act  foolishly  and  madly ;  but  ignorance  is 
not  foUy  nor  madness.  He  that  snatches  up  the  copper  handle  of  a  tea 
kettle,  and  bums  his  fingers,  deserves  our  compassion  rather  than  our  cen- 
sure ;  but  if  he  catches  hold  on  a  red  hot  iron,  where  he  can  see  the  heat, 
we  shall  chide  him  for  being  a  fool  and  a  madman.  So  it  is  the  sensitive 
faculties  that  want  to  be  rectified;  imagination  and  appetite  tube  discipUned 
and  turned  into  their  proper  courses :  which  they  are  much  better  thrown 
into  by  reverence  and  authority,  than  by  reasoning;  for  they  are  like  the 
deaf  adder,  which  heareth  not  the  voice  d!  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  so 

Therefore  we  find  Jesus  always  speaking  with  authority,  not  as  the 
Scribes :  the  Scribe,  who  was  expounder  of  the  Law,  and  the  Philosopher, 
expounder  of  the  Law  of  Nature,  could  only  lay  their  observations  upon  both 
before  the  audience,  submitting  to  their  judgment,  whether  the  reasonings 
thereupon  were  just :  but  it  is  too  much  trouble  to  go  through  with  such  an 
examination ;  the  hearer  comes  only  to  hear,  or  perhaps  to  judge  npon  in- 
spection, not  to  refiect  or  consider  for  himself;  so  the  reasonings  missing 
Uie  sanction  of  bis  own  judgment,  cannot  have  their  proper  force.     But 
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the  ityle  of  Jesus  ran  otherwise,  I  and  Aic  Patber  ore  one :  I  speak  not  of 
nyeelf.  but  from  him  that  aait  me,  whoso  keepeth  mj  sajdngs,  shall  not 
taste  of  death.  Here  is  no  tronUe  needM  to  examine  or  reflect :  tiie  sound 
received  throng  the  ears  wiU  impress  its  ideas  with  sofiScient  force  upon 
Ibe  mind. 

There  are  many  exodlent  sentiments  of  God  and  roor^ty  interspersed  in 
the  writings  of  the  ancients :  but  those  writings  are  studied  by  few,  and 
read  chiefly  for  cnrioaity  and  amaaement,  regarded  at  ingenioaa  compositions, 
ahowing  a  sagacity  and  justness  of  thought  in  the  anthora.  They  may 
make  some  impression  in  the  reading,  which  quickly  dies  away  again  upon 
laying  the  book  aside ;  as  Tutly  tells  os  was  his  case  with  respect  to  Plato 
upon  the  Immortality  erf  the  Soul.  Whereas  the  Testament  is  the  first  book 
we  are  taught  to  read,  to  receive  as  the  oracle  of  God,  containing  the  way 
to  Salvation,  which  at  our  utmost  peril  we  must  not  disregard,  and  the 
truth  whereof  it  is  a  sin  to  doubt :  therefore  whatever  is  drawn  iiram  thence 
comes  tcoompanied  with  a  reverenee  and  idea  of  hi^  importance,  wbich  ^ve 
a  fiHve  to  the  impression.  Let  a  man  take  for  his  thesis  the  Stoical  maxim, 
filing*  out  of  our  power  are  nothing  to  us,  and  descant  upon  the  impm- 
deace  of  solicitttde  and  anxiety  for  future  events,  which  we  caa  do  ways 
prevent  or  provide  against,  it  will  not  work  the  effects  which  the  very  same 
diacourae  might  da.  proDounced  Irom  the  puljnt,  upon  the  text.  Suffiraent 
onto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof,  and  interlarded  with  other  texts  of  similar 
import. 

ThoB  the  Gospel  operates  to  onr  benefit  chiedy  by  its  sacredness,  and 
having  the  aathori^  of  a  law  established  in  heaven :  which  outhority  must 
depend  npon  our  reverence  of  the  Lawgiver.  Wherefore  it  is  that  we  are 
•o  oontinnally  exhorted  to  believe  in  the  name  of  Jesus ;  that  God  hath 
given  him  a  name  above  all  other  names,  whether  vi  tilings  in  heaven  or 
upon  earth  below,  or  tlunge  under  the  earth :  that  there  resided  a  Divinity 
within  him,  that  his  words  were  the  words  of  God,  and  his  acts  the  acts  ^ 
God,  in  die  performance  whereof  his  human  powere  were  only  instmmcnta]. 

This  I  take  to  be  the  fundamental  article  of  Christian  Faith ;  if  there  are 
other  aitides  whereof  it  is  pronounced.  This  is  the  Catholic  fUth,  which 
except  a  man  believe  &itldul]y,  without  doubt  he  shall  perish  everlastingly, 
it  must  be  because  they  were  necessary  to  protect  and  establish  the  prin- 
ciple ;  for  if  it  were  possible  for  any  man  folly  and  heartily  to  acknow- 
ledge the  authority  of  the  Gospel  and  of  the  Church,  although  through 
eome  misapprehensian  he  should  foil  deficimt  vrith  respect  to  the  other 
particulars  enumerated,  I  humbly  appr^end  that  Athanasius  hunself  would 
not  anathematize  him. 

33.  We  are  now  come  to  the  rock  whereon  Christ  Greeted  his  Church, 
when  he  gave  Simon  the  i^tpellation  of  Peter ;  the  stone  which  the  builders 
refosed,  but  is  become  the  head  atone  of  the  comer :  which  we  find  to  be 
the  authority  of  a  great  name,  supereminent  above  all  other  names,  entitling 
the  owner  to  say  with  truth  and  propriety,  I  and  the  Father  are  one.  And 
this  leads  to  the  necessity  of  that  greatest  interposition  of  Omnipotence, 
the  desert  of  the  Son  of  God  upon  earth  to  tfJte  upon  him  om-  hnman 
Nature,  or  Union  of  the  Deity  widi  the  Soul  of  a  man,  as  herein  before  ex- 
plained. For  the  authority  of  a  name  cannot  be  firmly  eBtablished,  so  as 
to  beeome  the  comer  itone  ot  a  durable  building,  unless  by  a  real  character 
in  the  perwm  assuming  it. 

We  are  fared  np  from  our  childhood  in  a  reverence  for  Jesus,  whom 
whenever  wc  have  occasion  to  speak  of  we  oil  Christ,  (H-  our  Saviour,  and 
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should  oteero  it  bluphemy  in  any  one  to  drop  k  hint  of  hie  being  a  mere 
man,  euch  as  Socrates  or  Moses.  But  education  only  transmits  opinions, 
which  roust  have  derived  originally  from  some  other  source.  I  do  not 
deny  that  the  prophecies  and  miracles  upon  record  opened  an  ample  -source 
of  evidence  to  the  first  disciples :  yet  they  could  not  have  gained  an  un- 
reserved credit  to  the  words  and  example  of  one  in  whom  any  misappreheo- 
sion  or  misbehavionr  bad  been  observed.  And  for  such  of  our  modems  as 
arewillingtoexaminethe  princijdea  instilled  iato  them,  the  external  evidence 
being  unavoidably  abated  in  its  force  by  great  distance  of  time  and  change 
of  language,  they  are  less  likely  to  be  satisfied  without  a  character  of  wisdom 
moning  uniform  throughout  both  in  the  Religion  and  the  Institnter.  For 
thongh  Wisdom,  in  the  sense  I  have  osed  it  all  along,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  a  complete  knowledge  of  everything,  yet  it  does  imply  an  exact  dis- 
cemment  of  the  knowledge  it  has,  so  as  to  distinguish  nuerringly  what  lies 
within  its  compass,  and  what  does  not :  thereA>re  we  may  trust  unreser- 
vedly to  the  words  and  example  of  the  perfect  Wise  man,  because  he  will 
assert  nothing  but  what  he  certainly  knows  to  be  true,  and  exhibit  notiiing 
as  a  pattern  for  intitatioa,  whereof  be  does  not  dearly  discern  the  ezpe- 

34.  Therefore  the  Saviour  ol  Mankind  must  possess  the  character  of  per- 
fect Wisdom,  consisting  of  a  iiill  power  of  endnnmce  and  forbearance :  he 
must  be  a  conqueror  by  a  cooqneet  greater  than  that  of  the  World,  the 
conquest  of  himself,  a  ctnnplete  victory  over  all  the  allurements  of  sin,  and 
terrors  of  death.  Now  thu  character,  elsewhere  imaginary,  ibe  object  only 
of  speculative  admiration,  became  realized  in  Jeaos.  He  vraa  the  Lamb 
without  blemish,  neither  was  there  guile  in  his  mouth  :  hia  bitterest  enemies 
could  find  nothing  to  blame  either  in  bis  words  or  actions,  though  they 
sought  it  diligently,  and  with  all  thur  artifices :  and  when  bent  upon  hia 
destruction,  they  could  compass  it  no  otherwise  than  by  a  false  interpretation 
of  his  words.  He  had  claimed  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  Messiah  the  Con- 
queror, in  the  sense  just  now  described :  thcj  resolved  to  understand  it 
Conqueror  of  the  Worid,  particularly  of  the  Romans  ;  so  they  made  him  a 
rebel  against  Cnsar,  dangerous  to  the  govemm«it,  one  whom  no  friend  of 
the  Eroperor  could  patiently  suffer  to  live. 

Yet  this  Lamb  was  to  be  sacrificed  as  a  freewill  offering  by  his  own  con- 
sent :  he  laid  down  his  life,  nor  did  any  man  take  it  from  him ;  and  during 
its  continuance  he  Joined  temperance  and  fortitude  to  innocence.  The  forty 
days'  recess  in  the  wilderness,  whether  yoa  take  it  as  a  narration  of  real 
facts,  or  figurative  of  imaginations  suggested  in  his  thoughts,  shows  him 
void  of  ambition,  superior  to  the  world  with  all  its  glories,  and  actuated 
solely  by  a  principle  ot  rectitude,  or  obedience  to  the  Will  of  Heaven.  He 
vras  meek  and  lowly,  had  not  where  to  lay  his  bead;  when  reviled,  he 
answered  not  again :  when  scourged,  bnfieted,  and  spit  upon,  he  endured 
the  pain  and  the  shame  without  repining;  be  was  led  like  a  lamb  to  the 
slaughter  :  that  is,  with  the  quietness,  not  the  ignorance  of  a  lamb,  for  he 
knew  it  was  to  be  made  by  a  barbarous  execution. 

Instances  perhaps  might  be  produced  of  people  going  through  great  self- 
denials  and  suffering*  when  under  influence  of  some  strong  desire.  Covet- 
iHisnese  will  make  men  starve  themselves :  ambition  carry  them  through 
incessant  toils  and  dangers :  a  quick  sense  of  honour  or  shame  will  render 
them  insensible  of  wounds,  distresses,  and  even  the  terrors  of  death  :  revenge 
will  work  a  total  indifference  to  what  becomes  of  themselves,  so  they  can 
vreakthrir  resentment  upon  another.     Buttbeaeare  no  proofs  ofa  strength 
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in  the  Will  to  bear  down  opposition ;  it  is  carried  forcibly  by  the  impnlK  i>f 
one  more  powerfnl  paaBion  overcoming  another  powerful  in  a  leae  degree  : 
like  a  vetsel  driven  by  the  force  of  a  storm  against  the  torrent  of  a  rapid 
river.  Therefore,  such  exploits  display  no  features  Id  the  character  of  con- 
aanunate  Wisdom,  which  achieves  its  arduous  works  with  a  calm,  deliberate 
reaolntition,  proceeding  steadily  against  all  obetccles  opon  one  nnifonii 
plan,  in  contemplation  of  their  rectitnde,  their  necessary  tendency  to  aome 
important  end,  and  in  compliance  with  the  Will  of  Heaven,  which  orders  all 
things  for  the  best. 

35.  But  such  invinciUe  strength  of  the  superior  Incalties  is  nowhere  to 
be  found  in  mortal  man  ;  for  God  in  hisfirst  formation  ofhoman  nature  wM 
pleased  to  give  it  an  imbecility  with  which  it  could  never  gain  an  absolute 
dominion  over  appetite,  aversion,  and  passion ;  it  could  only  be  mieed  thereto 
by  an  interposition  of  his  almighty  power  joined  in  nnion  with  the  man- 
hood.  Yet  he  had  so  ordered  ^  coarse  of  second  causes  and  constiiation 
of  homan  Nature,  as  that  the  nnion  was  needful  to  be  made  only  with  one 
man  :  for  the  benefits  worked  thereby  would  redound  to  the  whole  human 
race,  whose  Nature  in  his  original  constitution  had  been  formed  capable  of  be- 
ing perfected  by  instruction,  guidance,  sympathy,  and  habit  of  right  of  action. 

God  is  not  profuse  of  hit  own  Omnipotence  :  he  employs  it  rarely,  npon 
those  occasions  only  wherein  he  had  rendered  it  necessary  by  leaving  defi- 
ciencies in  his  plan  of  Nature,  pnrpoeety  to  admit  these  interpositions  of  his 
own  hand,  which  be  had  predetermined  from  everlasting.  Nor  yet  does  he 
perform  his  extraordinary  works  whoUy  by  his  own  power,  but  with  tlie 
concurrence  of  second  causes,  turning  and  keeping  them  in  the  course 
wherein  they  will  naturally  bring  forth  the  destined  event. 

Had  this  not  been  his  method  of  proceeding,  a  mediation  and  intercession 
had  been  superfluous :  for  he  might  have  changed  our  Nature  from  weakness 
to  strength  by  an  immediate  operation  upon  ui  all.  Neither  would  there 
have  been  need  of  an  abiding  union  even  with  the  one  Man :  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  God,  by  a  ungle  exertion  of  his  Omnipotence,  the  same  where- 
with he  created  all  sufaatance,  could  have  remoulded  him  into  a  perfect  crea- 
ture, singular  in  its  kind,  as  fancied  by  the  Arians.  But  he  was  pleased  to 
employ  the  natural  force  of  habit  for  working  the  alteration,  and  used  his  own 
hand  only  to  preserve  that  babit  tram  a  discontinuance  by  any  single  act  of 
sin,  which  might  have  caused  it  to  foil  of  its  proper  effect.  So  that  without 
irreverence  to  our  Saviour  we  may  presume,  that  if  the  Deity  had  been 
withdrawn  from  his  human  soul  just  before  entering  upon  the  last  trial,  he 
would  not  have  had  strength  to  go  through  it,  nor  could  have  verified  hy  his 
actions  what  he  had  expressed  in  words.  Nevertheless,  not  my  Will  be  done, 
bat  thine,  O  Father.  Therefore  it  was  necessary  the  union  should  be  con- 
tinued to  the  last,  that  he  might  be  able  to  perfect  and  support  the  character 
of  Wisdom  or  righteouBnesa,  needful  for  giving  an  authority  and  efficacy  to 
the  Religion  he  established,  which  was  by  slow  degrees  to  introduce  and 
complete  the  like  character  in  the  whole  species. 

36.  Here  we  may  recall  to  mind  what  has  been  observed  in  this  chapter 
before,  that  the  reformation  proposed,  at  least  in  this  world,  was  that  of  the 
^tecies  in  general,  not  of  every  individual  member  ;  there  running  such  a 
connection  of  intereets  and  mutual  intercourse  among  them,  that  an  amend- 
ment worked  in  some,  wonid  one  time  or  other  spread  among  the  rest :  this 
life  being  a  preparation  for  the  next,  and  each  man  fitted  therein  for  the 
Matian  he  will  have  to  occupy,  and  the  functions  he  will  be  wanted  to  per- 
(iorm  in  the  community  whereto  he  is  going.     Wherefote  it  may  be  neces- 


by  Google 


CHRISTIAN  SCHEME.  401 

■ary,  that  many  aliauld  die  good  ChriatiBiiB,  though  it  be  not  necesnry  that 
all  should  [Mitake  here  of  the  righteonsneM  which  is  by  Faith. 

From  hence  let  Mofa  a*  claim  to  be  the  dect,  the  chosen  veuels,  lean  not 
to  conceit  themselTes  peculiar  favoorites  upon  that  account :  for  their  extra- 
ordinary gifts  are  bestowed  for  the  public  good,  not  for  their  <nni  sakes  ; 
they  are  but  vessels  employed  to  hold  the  Uving  waters,  whidi  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  whole  society ;  the  artoies  fn-  ciroolaling  the  blood 
throughout  all  the  members  in  the  body  of  Christ.  Let  them  not,  like  the 
sons  of  Zebedee,  aspire  to  a  high  rank  in  heaven ;  bat  place  their  glory  in 
being  made  iiutraments  of  blessedness  kept  in  store  for  the  hnman  race.  It 
is  natural  to  wish  themselves  happy,  but  let  them  likewise  wish  sincerely, 
that  if  possiUe,  every  fellow  creature  might  be  as  happy  as  themselves.  - 

Hence  likewise  let  the  Ralionalist  learn  which  way  to  look  for  the  streaih 
of  benefits  flowing  from  the  Gospel.  Philosophy  addresses  the  studious,  the 
man  grown,  and  the  few :  Religion  the  thoughtless,  the  child,  and  the  many. 
One  holds  np  light  to  direct  the  courses  of  thought :  the  other  inspires  the 
vigoor  of  warmth  to  make  men  think.  One  applies  to  the  head,  which  is  the 
n£ng  power:  the  other  to  the  heart,  which  is  the  executive.  The  pre- 
rogative of  Reason  Ues  very  Low,  perpetually  overpowered  by  the  rabble  of 
appetites,  passions,  and  opinions :  it  is  in  this  pMt  our  constitution  is  dia- 
OTdered,  and  here  it  wants  amendment.  You  can  never  expect  to  govern 
steadily  without  gaining  an  interest  among  the  populace  :  and  it  is  well 
known  what  infldence  a  great  name  has  upon  them ;  for  they  readily  dis- 
tinguish one  name  from  another,  but  they  cannot  distinguish  measures,  to 
see  which  are  beneficial,  which  pernicious,  and  which  wholly  unavailing, 
good  oidy  in  speculation. 

It  is  a  common  ^ewd  observation,  that  if  men  would  follow  their  own 
reason,  they  need  not  mind  what  parsons  preach :  this  may  be  very  true  ;  and 
so  it  is,  that  if  they  would  perform  all  their  digestions  properly,  and  keep  their 
blood  pure,  they  need  not  mind  the  Physician ;  but  this  is  the  very  thing 
for  whidi  in  a  distempered  habit  the  physician  is  wanted  to  assist  ^em  in 
doing.  Bat  the  Rationalist  can  digest  his  ideas  properly  and  keep  his 
sentiments  pure,  nor  finds  any  help  in  mediinne.  Be  it  so :  yet  his  vanity 
will  allow  me  to  say,  there  are  very  few  of  such  a  happy  temperature. 
Will  he  then  forget  that  the  object  had  in  view  was  the  improvement  of 
mankind  in  general,  that  the  Go^>el  was  preached  to  the  poor  ?  Therefore 
it  is  said,  that  life  and  immortali^  were  brought  to  light  throu^  the  Ooa- 
pel :  not  that  they  were  never  thought  of  before,  but  ther  were  then 
brought  to  light  when  made  visible  to  all  by  becoming  a  popular  doolrin*. 
Let  ium  suppose  Cluistianity  banished  from  the  world ;  I  do  not  ask  what 
he  would  lose  himself,  but  what  would  the  world  in  general  be  the  better  ? 

Nor  yet  need  he  be  too  secure  against  all  damage  to  his  own  sweet  per- 
son :  for  he  ought  to  know  the  ineinuative  force  of  sympathy  and  inter- 
coone  with  other  people,  whereby  the  soundest  halest  constitution  may 
possibly  catch  an  infoctioo  by  conversing  amongst  very  diseased  company. 
Or  if  he  pronounces  this  danger  purely  imaginary,  still  he  may  reflect  on 
the  bes^t  he  has  already  received.  Can  he  be  sure  of  having  made  the 
same  progress,  had  he  been  bred  up  amongst  heathens  and  people  of  no 
Rdigion  ?  Perhaps  he  might  have  spent  bis  time  in  hunting  after  butter- 
flies, or  peeing  into  every  puddle  for  a  polypus.  He  concern  for  futurity 
and  great  importance  of  right  sentiment  and  behaviour  which  were  the 
basis  and  first  direction  of  Im  industry,  were  inculcated  into  him  eariy  by 
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thow  who  hiul  received  tbem  Ihraagh  the  established  channdB.  Nor  is  il 
unlikely,  that  even  the  absurdities  aad  contradictiaoa  be  was  tuught  to 
ettefm  sacred  in  the  nursery,  may  have  pat  him  upon  that  careful  exauuBa- 
tion  to  nbich  he  owes  all  bis  present  science. 

So  tbat  the  wisest  of  us  have  a  personal  interest  in  the  general  torn  of 
thought  prevailing  around  us :  therefore  as  soon  as  he  shall  [dease  to  com- 
pose a  iftna  ot  rudiments  better  suited  to  the  capai^ties  of  children  and  the 
vulgar,  than  thc«e  now  current,  and  satisfy  me  of  its  excellence,  I  will  con- 
sent to  prefer  it :  provided  that  till  then  he  will  give  me  kave  to  use  the 
Catechiuna  already  pat  into  my  hands. 

37.  It  remains  to  consider  by  what  channels  of  operation  the:pafcct 
righteousness,  produced  in  one  man  by  union  with  the  Seity,  works  to  thQ 
aotendmeut  of  the  human  race  i  and  ibe  first  of  them  has  appeared  to  be, 
that  of  authority  and  name.  But  name  and  authority  will  not  avail 
witbont  something  further,  whertto  they  direct,  some  particulur  doctrines 
and  practices  they  tend  to  introduce :  and  sncb  we  receive  transmitted  to 
us  in  the  Sacred  Writings.  Which  writings  carry  a  derivative  authority, 
as  being  the  main  channel  connecting  nearly  with  the  fonntain :  like  our 
Newr river- head,  w  called,  becaoae  it  is  the  head  from  whence  aU  the  pipes 
are  laid  to  supply  our  occasions,  yet  it  is  bnt  a  reservoir  of  waters  derived 
from  bigber  brings.  For  Jesus  left  nothing  upon  record  himself,  but 
instructed  his  apqsUes,  and  made  tbem  ao  fully  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  «rf 
bis  institution,  that  tbey  could  not  £ul  of  disdngaishing  what  was  conform< 
able  thereto,  from  what  was  not ;  neitho-  could  they  mistake  in  the  gronods 
there  wore  for  the  facts  they  related,  or  heard  related ;  and  it  is  the  peraua- 
sion  of  this  spirit  constantly  posBessing  them,  tbat  gains  tbem  the  character 
of  inspired  writers.  Thavion  it  is  not  material  whdher  the  first  Gospel 
was  penned  eight,  or  eight  fuid  twenty  years  after  the  crucifixion,  nor  whether 
we  have  the  original  or  only  a  translation :  for  the  whole  Canonic«l  Scrip- 
ture, in  its  present  form,  having  been  extant  and  current  throughout  the 
Church  in  the  times  of  the  Apostles,  tbey  must  have  corrected  all  errors  and 
misrepresentations,  if  there  had  been  anyi  wherefore  it  derives  the  fidl 
authority  of  its  origin,  and  is  received  as  the  word  of  God. 

This  channel  takes  a  different  course  from  tbat  worked  out  by  human 
reason,  because  laid  out  npoo  different  ground :  therefore  was  connted  fool* 
isbneas  by  the  Greeks,  who  bad  studied  the  bead,  but  were  unacquainted 
with  the  turnings  ot  the  human  heart.  Pbiloaophy  proceeds  by  an  im- 
provempnt  of  knowledge,  by  inquiries  into  the  nature  of  things,  from 
Vj^tetfie  will  a{^)ear  what  tenor  of  conduct  is  most  conducive  to  happioesa ; 
therefore  claiioc  the  virtues  under  the  four  Cardinals  of  Prudence,  Forti- 
tude, Temperance,  and  Jnatice ;  expecting  that  when  men  are  once  con- 
vinced what  measures  are  most  prudential,  their  reason  will  urge  tbem  to 
pursue  tbem.  But  it  is  well  known  tbat  reason,  and  judgment,  and  pru- 
dence, however  well  informed,  are  feeble  powers.  Besides  that  applicati<Mi 
to  the  reason  can  only  be  made  in  persons  who  faa^  attained  a  competent 
share  of  it  by  exercise  and  experience ;  but  "how  will  yon  deal  with  those 
who  have  no  reason  ?  Some  principles  are  necessary  to  be  instilled  into 
the  vulgar,  and  children,  before  they  oome  to  the  use  of  reason,  to  bring 
'them  into  it,  and  put  tbem  upon  the  exertion  of  their  Realties.  Therefore 
the  Gospel  niakes  a  different  distribution  of  Duty  into  the  thrve  theological 
virtues,  of  f^tb,  Hope,  and  Charity ;  and  impresses  an  idea  of  obligation 
and  a  zeal,  wlueh  may  introduce  them  into  persons  who  were  nnt  capable 
of  discerning  the  prudence  of  tbem.. 
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I  have  a]re«dy  g^ven  the  best  exi>1;uinliun  ]  can  of  those  virtue*  in  the 
three  Chapten  bearing  their  titlea,  and  need  uiily  add  here,  that  Faith,  the 
fimnclntion  i^^the  other  two,  receives  its  strength  among  the  genenditA' 
fnMB  the  antfaority  of  the  Scriptnres.  Wherefore  it  is  a  wise  provisiou  of 
tlw  dvil  goveroment  to  protect  them  agaitut  attacks,  nor  ia  it  an  infringe- 
nmtt  of  our  natoral  liberty ;  for  geanine  liberty  can  never  consist  in  any- 
thing whicii  tends  to  the  disorder  and  hurt  of  the  community.  Calm 
^gnnientatioa  upon  the  construction  of  them  and  liberty  of  conadenoe  are 
jnady  permitted  i  but  open  dejffedatinga  and  ridicule  can  do  no  good. 
for  diey  operate  only  upon  the  paaaions,  therefore  caanot  improve  the  un-  ' 
der>l«nding,  and  tend  etdely  to  bring  back  diat  nnconcemedneM  for  the- 
fbtore,  and  iodtffercnce  eitber  to  right  or  wroog,  which  ia  the  great  dis- 
order of  human  nature. 

38.  Rdigion,  being  calcnlated  for  the  lower  part  of  our  human  «ompoei- 
tion,  to  iotroduce  a  law  of  the  mind  into  sndi  as  had  none  of  their  own,  to 
diacj|dine  Imagination,  that  it  may  bll  into  proper  trains,  therefore  proceeds 
by  mothods  best  adapted  to  work  upon  that  bcnlty,  that  is,  by  aseertion, 
itqunction,  form,  and  iostitatioo,  mther  than  dissertation  or  argument.  So 
that  it  is  an  idle  question  of  those  who  ask.  What  shall  1  leam  by  going  to 
cborch  f  for  the  principal  nee  of  going  ia  not  so  much  to  leam,  as  to  im- 
preaa  a  thorough  persuasion  of  what  they  bad  learned  before,  to  stir  up  an 
indMlry  and  appetite  for  profitable  exercises  of  tbdr  nnderstafiding  at 
hq<M ;  to  bring  their  spoDtaneouB  judgments  and  common  apprehenuons 
to  m  in  CDolonntty  wilfa  their  deliberate,  and  discipline  their  rxecntive 
powers,  dw  sppetitea  and  hsbite,  to  follow  steadily  Uie  directions  or  the 
rvlional  that  so  there  may  be  no  wavering  in  their  sentimenta  or  conduct, 
no  alternate  seasons  of  discretion  and  thoaghtlessness.  • 

But  as  I  have  observed  above,  that  the  ScHptnres  carry  a  deriTative  au- 
tbority,  to  that  cf  the  forms  and  institntions  practised  among  ns  comea  by 
K  ntore  remote  derivation.  I  do  not  remember  many  of  them  enjoined  ei- 
praiily  in  the  Gospel :  there  are  two  Sacnunenta,  and  oae  very  short  form 
of  prayer;  bat  the  particulaT  manner  used  in  performing  them,  and  the 
.  «bi«rTatioo  of  Sundays,  which  seems  to  come  next  in  sacredness,  were  no 
■rticlea  in  the  Code.  In  these  things  we  copy  the  usages  of  the  Apoetles 
and  primitive  Christians,  who  must  be  acknowledged  to  know  the  mind  of 
their  Master ;  and  dierefore  whatever  has  the  sanction  of  their  example, 
has  the  anUiority  vi  an  iDStitation  pven  by  him ;  except  in  cases  where  it 
is  nsiUe  they  modelled  their  behavionr  with  a  regard  to  the  time  and 
country  wherein  they  lived.  For  some  of  their  enstoms,  as  the  love  feasts, 
tbe  oommnnity  of  goods,  the  ministration  of  tables  by  seven  deacons,  the 
abttineoce  from  blood,  have  been  long  since  disnsed. 

The  like  regard  to  tames  and  countries  and  inddents  happening,  has 
q-eated  a  necessity  of  compiling  several  Creeds,  and  making  alterations  in 
oiir  mode*  o(  worship,  and  rules  of  Church  disdpliae.  All  which  the  plain 
man  nuist  take  upon  the  anthority  of  the  particular  Church  whereof  Provi- 
deaoe  has  cast  his  lot  to  be  a  member,  by  causing  him  to  be  bom  and  bred 
in  it,  or  by  some  natural  means  working  his  conversion  into  it ;  and  the  in- 
'telligent,  too,  owes  a  deference  to  the  same  authority  for  order  an4  expe- 
dience take,  as  knowing  that  anthority  ia  the  main  spring  employed  in  the 
Christian  diapensation  for  the  amendment  of  human  nature. 

Nevertheless,  these  regulatione  being  the  product  of  man's  judgment, 
■oott  be  liable,  and  are  known  in  tact  to  differ  much  from  one  another :  yet 
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this  need  oot  break  the  nnitj'  of  the  Chnrdi,  nor  abate  our  Chrutian  charity 
for  all  the  (everal  branches  of  it  whereon  we  do  not  grow  onraelTes,  u  the 
hand  varying  in  ihape  from  the  feet,  and  the  knee  lying  remote  fJMm  the 
forehead,  doea  not  destroy  the  unity  of  the  human  body,  for  the  whole  ccun- 
ptwition  IB  called  an  Individoal,  becMise  actnated  in  all  ili  members  by  one 
and  the  same  Spirit.  In  like  manner,  ChristiBna  of  all  denominatjom,  if 
they  me«n  not  to  be  of  Paul,  or  of  ApoUoe,  bat  of  Chritrt,  that  ie,  not  to 
place  their  Salvation  in  forms  and  ceremonie*  and  Bpeculetire  points  of  be- 
lief, hot  honesdy  to  learch  out  the  design  aimed  at,  and  methods  of  attain- 
ing it  parsned  throughout  the  Gospel,  will  find  themselves  actuated  by  the 
same  spirit  of  a  steady,  nnboisterous  seal  for  advancing  daily  in  the  three 
theological  virtues,  as  b«ing  the  sole  and  certain  wav  of  coming  to  the 
Father. 

39.  We  have  observed  in  a  former  place,  that  as  in  heathen  ethica  Wis- 
dom stands  for  that  consummate  character  possessing  all  the  virtues,  so  in 
Christian  language.  Faith  is  often  employed  to  express  that  full  degree  of 
perfection  attain^le  in  this  world.  Nevertheless,  when  we  consider  Faith 
distincdy  in  its  primary  signification,  we  shall  not  find  it  to  be  the  saving 
primnple  1  it  gives  os  an  eiftrence  upon  our  journey,  but  it  is  by  'Hope  and 
Charity  that  we  come  to  the  Father ;  wherefore  love  to  God  and  to  our 
neighboor  are  declared  to  be  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law,  that  is,  all  the  I^wa, 
of  Moses,  of  Nature,  and  of  the  GospeL  TLt  love  of  God,  as  I  have  eo- 
deavonred  to  show  in  the  chapter  on  Charity,  is  not  a  love  of  afiection,  or 
desire  of  procoring  profit  or  pleasure  to  its  object,  for  that  we  are  incapable 
'of  ever  effecting,  but  a  fili^  love  of  depend^ice  and  resting  our  exp«cta- 
tioDS  upon  his  providence,  his  wisdom,  his  mercy,  and  goodness;  Koi  this 
may  well  be  styled  Hope. 

The  glowing  Hope  of  the  Apostles  asd  primitive  Christians  which  made 
them  long  for  their  dissolution  that  they  might  be  with  Christ,  was  neces- 
sary to  support  them  under  the  cruel  distresses  and  persecati<Ris  whereto 
they  were  perpetually  liable ;  bat  to  as,  whom  God  has  Messed  with  a  more 
peaceable  situation,  such  an  eagerness  m^ht  be  mischievous,  as  it  might 
beget  an  impatience  which  would  draw  us  off  from  all  proper  attention  to 
the  duties  of  our  station.  The  love  of  life  is  imfdanted  in  us  for  our  pre- 
servation, it  is  wnnataral  to  loath  it,  and  those  who  would  press  snch  a  dis- 
position erf  mind  as  a  duty  upon  their  fcdlowers,  only  teach  them  to  dissem- 
ble with  themselves ;  or  if  the  profesnon  be  real,  it  must  have  become  so 
by  their  being  driven  into  such  austerities  and  labours  of  devotion,  eodi  a 
tastelessness  of  all  innocent  enjoyments,  snch  a  contempt  and  aversion  for 
their  fellow -creatures  in  the  world  aronnd  them,  as  has  made  their  lives  a 
burden  to  them. 

Yet  we  all  know,  that  ogr  lives  will  not  last  always,  and  it  is  na  small 
benefit  to  have  a  comfortaUe  prospect  beyond.  Our  Religion  has  tau^t 
ns  that  this  life  is  preparatory  tu  the  nest,  that  all  evils  befidling  in  it, 
otherwise  than  through  our  own  wilfnl  misconduct,  will  terminate  in  our 
greater  good,  and  that  God  has  gradoosly  fnmisiwd  us  with  means  of 
makmg  it  the  preparation  fin-  a  hiqipy  state.  Here  then  is  a  fit  object  for 
calm  and  soothing  hope  to  fasten  npon,  which  may  become  one  of  the  main 
springs  to  actuate  our  motions:  we  may  rqoice  in  the  lawful  pleasures 
adbrded  us,  as  being  an  earnest  of  that  Boiuty  from  whence  we  expect 
greater  joys,  we  may  feel  a  sensible  satiB^BCtion  in  every  right  periarmance 
of  our  religions  duties,  and  even  of  our  little  offices  in  common  life,  which 
advance  ns  continually  onward  in  the  way  we  wish. 
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And  when  we  cotuiiler,  there  ia  one  common  Father  of  alt,  who  is  na 
respecter  of  pereoos,  but  good  and  gradoos,  equal  to  all ;  who  has  con- 
nerted  the  interest  of  his  <^drai  so  that  the  whole  bodj'  of  Christ  moBt  be 
perfected  before  any  individual  member  can  become  completely  happy,  our 
Hope  will  grow  into  uniTersal  Charity.  If  we  fcncy  oortelves  possessed  of 
any  extraordinary  talents  or  gifts,  we  shaU  regard  them  as  deposits  entrusted 
in  oar  hands,  to  be  iinproved  ior  the  benefit  of  the  community,  from  whose 
advsmtage  alone  we  can  expect  to  reap  any  onrselvea ;  eo  that  in  labouring 
the  Salvation  of  others,  we  labour  for  oor  own,  and  every  little  good  or 
IjJeasure  done  to  our  neighbour  will  in  conBequence  redound  to  the  doer. 
Such  apprehensions  most  keep  us  in  perfect  charity  with  all  men,  not  only 
with  the  hou8eh<dd  of  Faith,  but  all  others  too,  without  exception  eveu  c^ 
aliens,  worldly-minded,  seuBual  slanderers,  enemiee,  and  persecutors. 

Without  a  competrat  mixture  of  these  virtues.  Faith  ia  an  unavailing 
form,  a  mere  dead  carcass,  like  the  duet  of  the  ground,  when  God  first 
fmrned  it  into  a  human  body ;  but  they  are  the  breath  of  life,  which,  being 
breathed  thereinto,  make  it  become  a  liviug  soul,  and  manifest  its  vigour  by 
continual  efforts  to  push  ftath  more  fruit  of  good  works  than  these  sublunary  ' 
cUmes  can  ripen. 

40.  Nevertheless,  Faith,  being  the  foundation  whereon  to  build  unto 
edification,  demands  the  first  carea  of  the  boilder  to  work  it  strong.  If  there 
were  a  soUd  bottom  of  rational  conviction,  this  would  be  the  best  ground  ta 
lay  the  foundation  npon ;  but  this  not  being  to  be  hod  among  the  generality, 
it  must  rest  npon  the  authority  of  churches,  and  creeds,  and  canoDB,  and 
customs ;  like  the  houses  of  Amaterdiun,  which  are  reported  to  stand  upon 
piles  driven  deep  into  the  quagmire.  And  perhaps  the  most  intelligent  may  not 
produce  so  firm  a  soU  unyielding  to  pressure,  as  to  render  the  expedient  of 
piles  needless  for  giving  it  a  greater  consistency,  that  the  building  above 
may  never  sink,  nor  elide,  nor  totter. 

But  the  comer-stone  is  not  the  whole  of  a  foundation  :  thoogta  Faith  in 
Christ  be  the  jcomer-stone,  he  has  enjoined  as  further  in  Jubu  xiv.  to  keep 
his  saying,  as  the  distinguishing  mark  of  a  disciple,  or  one  that  loveth  him. 
So  then  barely  believing  that  Jesus  is  Christ,  the  Redeemer,  or  even  believ* 
inghis  sayings  to  be  true,  will  not  sutfice  without  keeping  them  ia  mind, 
and  heartily  embrudng  all  the  articles  of  faith  contained  in  them,  which  go 
to  complete  the  foundation.  It  is  for  infixing  this  foundation  firmly  in  all 
its  parts,  that  our  divine  services,  sssembliea,  forms,  and  places  of  worship, 
ceremonies,  and  other  religions  institutions  have  been  provided,  and  times 
appointed  for  the  repetition  of  them.  For  FUth  is  a  species  of  persuasion, 
and  we  know  persuasions  are  strengthened  by  forms  and  customs,  concnr- 
rence  of  numbers,  external  appearances,  and  frequently  repeating  the  same 
thing  to  the  ear.  Wherefore  it  is  a  wrong  notion  of  some  people,  that  the 
resort  to  places  of  devotion  ia  only  to  learn,  and  if  they  do  not  like  the 
preacher  they  might  as  well  stay  away :  if  they  should  learn  something 
there,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  often  may,  so  much  the  better ;  but  the 
practical  benefit  is  done  by  helping  them  to  keep  the  sayings  they  had 
learned  aforetime.  Tbxa  for  the  business  of  learning,  I  believe  many  have 
found  experience  of  greater  profit  fix>m  texts  aptly  interwoven  into  a  die- 
course,  than  they  could  have  made  by  reading  over  a  chapter  in  their  fiible: 
for  there,  as  in  idl  other  collections  of  proverbs,  apophthegms,  and  dark 
sayings,  the  matters  lie  so  thick,  'that  they  crowd  into  coofusion  in  th« 
thoughts,  entangle  perpetually  with  oae  another  unless  drawn  out  into  sepa- 
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rate  threads,  which  the  eye  can  ran  eaeUy  aloug,  'nntU  it  reaches  Ctte  parti- 

cular  point. 

Fnnn  this  view  of  the  ucred  offices  may  be  draws  two  conllaHes.  Ooe, 
that  ibtj  carry  no  intrinsic  raloe  nor  Mmdity  in  tfaemaelTee,  but  are  Tdoabta 
<mly  for  til*  preaervadon  aod  increaw  of  faith  Oe^  tend  to  produce;  neitber 
is  a  man  the  more  relipons  or  acceptable  in  theii^  trfGodaerelyfor  his 
assidnities  or  fBrronrs  in  them,  but  fmr  the  proficiency  he  Aiakes  by  tbcu- 
aid  in  streiigthening  his  faith,  and  completing  it  by  additiott  of  the  two 
other  virtaes.  The  other  condnsion  is  that  their  rectitode  and  propiieiy 
may  be  tried  by  observation  of  the  effects  they  woii  tipoo  the  praetisera. 
If  fhaiiriiig  and  organs  are  found  to  infuse  a  notion  into  the  pO|n]Boe  that 
Ood  Almighty  is  ddi^ted  or  put  into  better  humour  with  moaio,  they  ongtit 
certainly  to  be  van  from  oar  services,  aa  a  rag  of  Popery ;  bat  if  no  swA 
&acy  is  entertained  by  those  who  nse  Uiem,  who  do  it  only  beeaose  findii^ 
tbnr  minds  lifted  to  a  greater  heartiness  in  their  devotions  whep  accom- 
panied dierewith,  why  shoaid  they  be  pronomced  saperstitioos,  while  oon- 
tribating  to  answer  tite  main  end  of  divine  services,  that  of  woi^ing  upon 
the  heart  ?  It  is  as  moch  saperstition  to  imagine  that  God  will  not  receive 
oar  thanksgivings  when  offered  in  an  harmoruoas  sound,  as  that  he  will 
not  recdre  them  without.  For  he  looks  into  the  sef^Wreceseea  of  the  heart, 
and  tries  the  reins,  nor  is  moved  this  way  v  that  by  any  nndnlations  of  air, 
whether  finely  or  coarsely  modulated.  But  it  Is  too  oommoa  for  people  to 
jadge  of  others  by  tbemselves :  if  they  have  been  -itrared  from  their  diild- 
bood  to  dull  forms  of  devotion  and  rade  screamings,  they  think  ererything 
shotting  which  is  shocking  to  Aetr  ean,  qor  considering  that  they  bring 
with  them  that  cast  of  mind,  wtuch  vitiates  die  performance.  Like  persona 
who,  having  contracted  a  nausea  for  the  dishes  of  foreign  countries  by  be- 
ing long  aocQstomed  to  others  of  a  contrary  savour,  will  pronounce  a  meat 
unwholesome,  becaose  it  sets  thdr  stomachs  a  kecking. 

However,  since  the  same  causes  operate  dillerently  upon  different  sub- 
jects, tastes  are  known  to  alter,  therefore  forms  ajid  cereiaonies  mnst  be 
altered  too,  to  accommodate  them  to  the  dianges  prevailing  among  a  peo- 
ple, for  preservi^  their  efficacy  to  answer  the  purpose  intended  ^  them. 
We  may  learn  from  history,  there  were  some  which  have  been  actually 
changed :  the  love  feasts,  the  trine  immersion,  exorcism  of  tbe  devil  before 
baptism,  practised  in  the  primitive  times;  are  now  become  obsolete ;  because 
they  woijd  be  improper  among  us.  and  more  likely  to  prove  obstructions  to 
our  Faith,  than  means  of  confirming  it. 

Yet  are  snch  changes  to  be  made  s|Mrin^y  and  cautionsly,  as  being 
always  attended  with  some  inconvenience  or  hazard:  for  we  mnst  remem- 
ber, that  forms  derive  their  weight  from  tiieir  anthority,  which  is  mightily 
strengthened  by  long  usage.  Although  no  human  tnstitntions  are  like  the 
laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  which  cannot  be  broken,  there  reqnires 
great  judgment  and  discretion  to  see  when  the  mischief  of  adhering  to  them 
are  greater  than  the  inconTeniences  of  breaking  through  them,  and  great 
management  to  gain  a  new  cnttom  equal  credit  with  the  old  ones.  Wbea 
needful,  it  had  better  be  introduced  gently  and  gradoally ;  for  all  sudden 
revolntjons,  whether  in  Charch  or  State,  leave  a  party  subsisting  to  strug- 
gle for  the  restoration  of  what  has  been  abolished. 

41.  llie  Qospel,  we  have  seen,  proceeds  altogether  by  way  of  authority 
and  injunction,  not  of  reason  ;  by  drawing  the  affections  into  a  holy  turn, 
not  by  directing  the  understanding  how  to  strike  oat  new  discoveries  in 
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araenoe.  IWm  whence  m»w  have  imwsriljr  concluded,  that  it  and  human 
r«aaon  are  mortal  enemiee,  so  Uiat  every  free  exercise  of  the  latter  ii  a  de- 
pnrtmne  from  the  faith,  the  mafk  of  a  dangerona  character  not  to  be  con- 
torted with.  It  •is  tnw,  the  londeet  pretenders  to  ReoBon,  who  take  her 
name  in  vain,  are  dangerons  per«inB,  for  tbej  deal  wholly  in  eavil,  otqec- 
tion,  and  nnaettling  the  minds  of  men ;  but  genuine  Reason  teaches  her 
votaries  to  bnihl  np  rather  than  poll  down,  to  gather  lights  for  the  di^er- 
nan  of  darkness  and  confusion,  to  aim  at  some  improvement  of  the  mind, 
nor  ever  to  overthrow,  unless  when  some  obstacle  etands  directly  in  tbe  way 
of  her  aalntary  plans.  Wherefore  it  doe*  Dot  fdlow,  that  because  ReUgion 
and  Season  do  not  always  uae  each  other's  assistance  (for  I  hope  to  show 
tiieyfreqaandy  do),  they  must  act  inc^pdeition:  for  thn  have  tiietr  distinct 
{)TO«iiices,  make  applicaticm  to  different  persons,  and  aim  at  diflerent  pur- 
poaes  not  inooDHstent  with  one  another. 

71>e  GoBpd  was  preached  to  the  poor  or  the  populace,  calonlated  npon 
tbetT'  levd ;  it  parsnes  solely  and  steadily  one  point,  the  advancement  tit 
Faith,  nndentood  in  the  moat  comprehenaive  sense,  as  including  the  two 
asaociate  virtues ;  it  meddles  not  with  the  three  branches  of  I^iloeophy. 
Nature,  Iiogic,  andEthics,  any  farther  than  while  relative  to  its  own  design; 
nor  interferes  in  matters  of  speculation  either  to  recommend  or  ccmdemn 
them,  bat  leaves  all  these  things  to  those  nataral  lights,  whidi  God  and 
IVovidence  have  diatribated  among  mankind. 

There  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  in  the  case  of  the  man  bom  blind, 
who  was  miraenlovdy  brought  to  his  sight,  llie  commentatars  agne,  that 
the  doctrine  of  pre-ezisleiice  prevailed  much  among  the  Jews,  especially 
the  Hiariseea,  and  that  the  question,  Was  this  man  bom  blind  for  hia  own 
sin  or  tbe  sin  of  his  parents  ?  was  put  in  order  to  draw  a  deciNon  from  Jesus 
open  that  point.  Now  we  cannot  suppose  otherwise  than  that  he,  who 
osHia  to  banish  all  unrigbteovsness  from  the  thoughts  of  men,  would  have 
declared  expressly  ^lainst  that  aide  of  the  qnotion  wbich  had  been  (infoi. 
Iherefore  Erom  lus  evading  a  direct  answ^,  we  must  undoiditedly  conclude, 
that  ekher  opinknt  was  a  harmless  but  onprofitahle  opioioD,  having  no  im- 
mfdiirtf  coniMction  with  tbe  purpose  of  his  mission ;  and  that  a  man  is  not 
a  whit  the  better  CfaristiBn  for  beheving  or  disbelieving  a  pre-exiatent  state, 
hot  is  left  at  fiill  Uberty  to  judge  of  it  accordii^  as  his  own  reason  ahall 
direct  him. 

llie  same  may  be  said  of  other  spectdations  whereon  the  Seripturce  ar« 
really  ailent,  and  acknowledged  so  to  be  by  men  of  the  soundest  judgment, 
ahboDgh  they  seem  to  overthrow  them  by  ^leaking  in  conformity  with  the 
Ungn^re  and  ideas  of  the  vulgar.  The  rotundity  of  the  Earth,  its  dianid 
and  annoal  rotation,  the  Copemican  system,  the  gravitation  of  all  bodies 
even  air  ukd  flame,  still  maintain  their  ground  among  the  orthodox  and  reh- 
gimiB,  notwithstanding  texts  have  been  cited  in  times'  of  snpnstition  and 
Wnd  seal,  to  prove  them  impious  and  heretical. 

And  there  are  other  speculations  tnpposed  to  be  proved  from  Scripture 
with  as  httle  ground  as  the  former  were  supposed  to  be  overthrown :  such 
•s  tbe  identity  of  the  body  in  sobetaoce,  shape,  and  soe  at  the  Reenrreetion, 
the  winged  bodies  of  angels,  tbe  subterraneoos  place  of  hell,  the  restoration 
of  Paradise,  tbe  thousand  years  kingdom  of  Christ  upon  earth,  and  tbe 
like.  These  tttings,  while  entertained  as  speculations,  are  innocent,  and 
maji  be  os^nl,  but  onght  by  no  means  to  bis  contended  for  as. articles  of 
Faith ;  nor  is  inythiag  to  be  received  upon  the  authority  of  the  Gospel, 
otiless  what  is  necessary  to  secure  tbe  purity  of  our  sentiments  and  man- 
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riere,  the  sole  design  for  which  it  wu  proronlgBtcd.  Whatever  else  w< 
find  there,  w  to  be  esteemed  figurative  or  faypothetica],  partially  useful, 
Ekdapled  to  some  casts  of  imagination  for  helping  their  progress  towards 
more  important  points.  Tlius  the  speculations  last  mentioned  may  bring 
many  persons  more  readily  to  conceive  the  survival  of  their  own  persons 
after  death,  the  existence  of  other  creatures  besides  the  superiiB'  to  the 
human,  the  dismal  consequences  of  wickedness,  the  restuistion  of  maoltind 
to  the  happiness  from  whence  they  are  fallen,  and  that  there  are  gradationH 
of  giory,  or  more  stages  of  Being  than  one,  to  succeed  after  the  present : 
whereas,  to  other  personB  perhaps  they  might  prove  misleadinge,  stmnUiog- 
hlocks,  and  sources  of  endless  dispute.  When^ire  Figure,  Parable,  Hypo- 
thesis, whether  of  sacred  writ  or  human  invention,  merit  attention  ao  hr 
only  as  found  profitable  for  edification,  while  they  serve  as  scaffolds  in  rais- 
ing the  building  of  righteousness  in  opinion  and  conduct.  I  have  alresdy 
desired  my  hypothesis  in  the  first  Volume  might  be  treated  in  this  man- 
ner. If  any  man  finds  them  open  his  imagination  to  a  clearer  conception  of 
things  invisible,  enlarge  his  idea  of  the  divine  Glory,  strengthen  his  hope, 
and  illustrate  the  influence  of  his  present  conduct  in  tfaoD^t,  word,  and 
deed,  upon  his  future  interests,  they  can  do  him  no  hurt :  hut  if  he  seea 
them  tending  to  produce  contrary  e^cts,  let  him  pronounce  them  strange, 
odd,  and  whimsical ;  he  may  easily  overthrow  them  at  a  stroke  with  those 
two  invindple  arguments,  a  laugh  and  an  exclamation. 

43.  Such  being  the  case  with  all  systems  both  sacred  and  profane,  wliicb 
contain  matters  of  universal  importance,  that  they  mingle  8pe<ruIations  there- 
with of  less  general  use,  serviceable  only  for  gaining  a  readier  reception  of 
the  former,  it  requires  judgment  and  consideration  to  distinguish  the  one 
from  the  other.  Whence  it  appears  that  Religion  and  Reanm  are  so  fitr 
from  being  belligerent  powers,  acting  in  continual  opposition,  that  they 
join  in  alliance,  and  give  mutual  assistance  to  each  other.  For  the  charac- 
teristic of  a  truth  to  be  depended  upon  is  its  agreealileness  to  both :  so  that 
both  unite  in  securing  ns  against  dangerous  errors.  Whea  the  workings 
of  imagination  have  led  ns  into  some  conclusion  consistent  with  the  main 
design  of  the  Gospel,  we  may  be  sure  there  has  been  some  fallacy  in  the 
course  of  our  reasonings,  which  it  behoves  us  to  revise  until  we  can  dis- 
cover wherein  they  have  been  foolty  i  and  when  the  Scriptures  seem  to 
teach  a  doctrine  contrary  to  reason,  we  have  certainly  miginterpreted  them, 
and  ought  to  seek  out  for  a  more  rational  ro'nstruction. 

Many  passages,  not  figurative  nor  hyperbolical,  cannot  be  understood 
without  careful  exercise  of  our  sagacity  and  judgment.  What  will  you 
make  of  Ae  test,  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  fi^  theirs  is  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven  ?  I  know  not  what  the  expression  might  signify  among  the 
Jews,  but  with  xa  poorness  is  the  same  as  lovmess  of  spirits,  whidi  lies 
liable  to  melancholy  and  despondency,  and  is  the  soil  least  productive  of 
Hope,  one  of  the  tbree  Christian  virtues,  principally  conductive  to  beaven, 
as  anticipating  the  joys  of  it.  Or  if  you  understand  it  poor  in  the  gnu:es 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  surely  this  can  never  be  deemed  a  qualification  for  the 
blessedness  annexed :  therefore  you  must  hold  up  the  light  of  reason,  and 
consider  the  nature  of  man,  and  the  nature  of  things,  bdore  yon  can  dis- 
cern the  tme  sense  of  the  expression. 

Nor  is  the  want  of  reason's  aid  alwaya  aoddental,  occasioned  by  change 
of  language  and  customs :  the  Scriptures  often  vary  their  own  language, 
and  involve  matters  of  different  kinds  together  in  the  same  discourse.  If 
ye  he  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above.     The  Resur- 
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rectton  of  Christ  naa  a  liters]  one :  that  of  the  Corinthians,  wbo  were  atill 
alive,  could  only  be  roetapboricsl :  but  by  ceasing  to  be  Jews  or  Gentiles 
they  had  died  to  sin  and  superstition ;  by  becoming  Christians  they  were 
risen  to  a  life  of  holiness,  to  n  new  set  of  hopes  and  desires,  different  from 
those  which  had  given  life  to  their  actions  before ;  and  they  were  risen 
with  Christ,  becauK  tl^e  belief  of  his  Resurrection  had  been  the  means  to 
work  their  converEion, 

The  twentj-fonrth  Chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  toother  with  those  of 
similar  purport  in  the  other  Evangeliete,  are  acknowledged  to  treat  pro- 
miscnonsly  of  the  destmction  of  JemEalem,  and  end  of  the  world  :  so  that 
it  is  not  easy  to  see  to  whi^  of  those  great  events  every  paiticnlar  passage 
relates,  nor  possible  to  ascertain,  without  considering  tiie  nature  of  the 
things  spoken  of.  That  expression  of  the  stars  falling  from  heaven  will  be 
difierently  understood  according  to  our  asbvnomical  theory  of  their  being 
only  meteoTE  hanging  in  the  air,  or  vast  bodies,  much  greater  than  this 
Earth,  stationed  at  an  immense  distance.  And  that  of  the  Son  of  Man 
coming  in  the  clonds  and  gathering  his  elect  frtnu  the  four  quarters  of  the 
earth,  will  receive  various  interpretations  according  to  the  degree  of  gtoss- 
nesa  or  refinement  in  our  ideas.  Besides  that,  perhaps  this  passage  may 
not  relate  to'  the  day  of  judgment  at  all,  because  the  gathering  is  in  the 
next  Chapter  and  other  places  extended  to  all  nations,  including  the  repro- 
bate as  well  ar  the  elect. 

The  Jewish  and  Christian  diapensatiooE  are  distinguished  by  the  age  or 
world  that  now  is,  end  that  which  is  to  come,  by  earth  and  heaven ;  so 
that  the  first  act  of  bith  in  the  Messiah  gives  immediate  entrance  into  the 
kingdom  trf  heaven.  Salvation  denotes  sometimea  admittance  into  the 
Chnrch,  as  by  Baptism ;  sometimes  being  upon  the  right  road  by  ftith ; 
sometimes  the  habitual  possession  of  that  rigbteonsness  which  is  by  faith ; 
and  sometimes  a  fiiture  state  of  happiness.  Son  of  God  is  an  appellation 
often  given  to  men :  we  know  not  who  those  sons  of  God  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament were,  who  went  in  unto  the  daughters  of  men  and  begat  giants; 
but  in  the  New  Testament  the  faithfiil  are  promised  to  be  made  the  Sous 
<rf  God.  St.  Luke  proves  Jeeus  to  be  so  by  deducing  his  genealogy  fixim 
Adam,  which  was  the  Son  of  God.  It  is  sometimes  synonymous  with  the 
Messiah,  appropriated  to  Jesus  on  account  of  hia  conception  by  tbe  Holy 
Ghost,  or  of  his  union  with  the  Deity,  and  sometimes  applied  to  God  him- 
self, when  acting  in  bis  second  person.  Spirit  has  a  multitude  o£  significa- 
tions :  it  is  the  perceptive  substance  within  a  man ;  it  is  the  rational  and 
cogitative  faculties,  it  is  vigour  of  holiness  actuating  the  motions :  it  is  the 
tme  sense  and  design  of  a  figure  or  institution,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
dead  letter  or  carnal  ordmance ;  it  is  the  wind :  for  the  next  translated, 
Who  maketh  his  Angels  Spirits,  might  as  well  be  rendered.  Who  maketh 
the  winds  his  angels  or  messengere ;  and  many  learned  men  hold  that  the 
Angel  who  destroyed  the  host  (^  Sennacherib,  was  a  sufibcating  wind  which 
God  sometimes  sends  to  make  great  havoc  in  hot  countries ;  it  is  the  grace 
of  God  shed  upon  our  hearts  enabling  us  to  do  good  works,  or  not  nnfre- 
queatly,  the  Holy  Ghost  operating  to  infuse  that  grace. 

nine  are  many  other  Scripture  terms,  as  well  as  those  of  common  Ian- 
gnage,  which  change  their  signification  according  to  the  stations  they  oc- 
CQpy :  therefore  it  is  a  fallacious  way  of  arguing  to  string  a  number  of  texts 
of  similar  soond,  for  it  is  likely  they  may  contain  very  dissimilar  substance. 
Common  sense  and  constant  use  will  direct  us  how  to  understand  par  words 
in  ordinaiy  dtscouree :  but  the  constant  usage  of  persons,  among  whom  we 
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converse,  wilt  often  roisleul  and  perplex  oa  with  respect  to  the  Isnguaye 
of  holy  writ :  all  the  variationB  there  cannot  be  discerned,  nor  respectiTeljr 
■sailed  to  their  proper  places  without  dfligent  ezerdse  of  our  jad^sctat. 

Texts,  Toa  say.  ought  to  be  ez]dained  by  one  another :  this  I  grant  the 
best  method  where  it  can  be  had ;  yet  even  here  the  rational  Acuities  and 
roles  of  argomentation,  jHw^tised  aiDong  mankind,  are  hdpfol,  if  not  neces- 
sary, to  make  the  expIanatioD  ri^tly.  Bat  when  there  is  a  flniAuatioB  of 
hognage,  or  the  same  figure  parsaed  throngbont  m  many  passages,  how 
shall  you  come  at  the  tme  sense,  or  the  thing  signified,  without  tiie  consi- 
deration  of  human  Natore,  and  those  coDceptions  of  right  and  wrong,  and 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  which  most  men  agree  in  ?  or  f  yon  cam  find  a  ra* 
tional  constmetion,  why  should  it  not  be  esteemed  the  true  one  ? 

I  have  endeaTonred  in  the  foregoing  Sections  to  give  a  specimen  of  what 
bnnian  reastm  may  do  in  alliance  with  the  Gospd :  with  what  aucceaa  ntmt 
be  left  to  others  to  judge,  but  1  hope  with  no  miechieToas  conseqoenoe. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  show,  that  several  terms  of  sacred  use  are  figuratire* 
and  what  they  are  fignrxtive  of,  in  order  to  draw  the  believer  from  travel- 
ling  in  a  kind  of  £ury  land,  where  all  is  nnnatural,  mystenous,  and  coa- 
fiised ;  and  to  rescne  our  Holy  Religion  from  that  eppearanoe  of  inconsis- 
tency, darkness,  and  contrariety  to  reason,  which  has  made  it  a  stumbtjug- 
block  to  the  connderate,  and  a  laughing-stock  to  the  soofier. 

43.  Nor  does  our  Religion  only  admit  the  alliance  of  human  Reason  to 
protect  and  defend  it  against  the  encroachments  of  superstition  and  abrar- 
dity,  but  appears  pnrposdy  calculated  to  exerdse  and  exoite  it.  The  law 
was  a  compilation  of  forms  and  ceremonies  to  be  observed  respectively  in 
their  ^pointed  manners  and  times :  so  the  Israelite  had  nothing  more  to 
do  than  open  his  Pentateuch  and  he  might  see  there,  what  waa  his  duty 
upon  every  particular  oecasion ;  nothing  being  left  to  his  discretion,  there 
was  no  call  for  bis  jndgment  to  bestir  itself  at  all.  Bot  the  parabolical 
and  enigmatic  style  of  the  Gospel  will  not  suffer  our  judgment  to  lie  idle 
a  moment :  it  rouses  us  by  terrors  and  the  prospect  of  a  glorious  reward, 
to  a  desire  of'  perserering  in  the  right  way ;  but  wlien  we  torn  over  the 
pages  for  the  steps  to  be  taken,  we  are  often  presented  with  a  dead  letter  j 
the  spuit  must  be  fetched  forth  by  application  and  industry,  and  raatnre 
digestion.  To. the  running  reader  some  precepts  ore  Hopoasihle,  Be  ye 
perfect  as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect ;  some  unnatural.  Turn  the  right 
cheek  to  him  that'  has  smitten  you  on  the  left;  others  contradictory,  lUa 
no  thought  of  to-morrow,  Lay  up  tressures  for  yourselves  in  he«ven ;  others 
impracticable.  Sell  all  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor ;  for  if  all  were  to 
sell  there  donld  be  no  buyers. 

Sndi  difficnkies  will  occur  in  all  treatises  on  morality  and  rdigion,  and 
1  believe  in  none  more  than  in  the  Gospel ;  nor  perha^  is  there  any  from 
which  a  superficial  reader  is  less  likely  to  learn,  or,  which  is  worse,  more 
likely  to  learn  what  is  not  true.  It  abounds  in  riddles,  as  I  have  observed 
before ;  and  a  riddle  is  not  designed  to  stq>er«ede,  but  to  whet  our  sagacity, 
and  urge  n«  to  an  exertion  of  our  natural  faculties.  The  eolation  whereof, 
whm  attempted  by  ccunparing  text  with  text,  requires  the  painful  exercise 
of  our  nnderstandii^,  and  that  sobriety  of  judgment  wherm  the  perfection 
of  our  reasoning  faculty  conaifts.  But  this  method  of  proceeding  by  com- 
parison will  not  always  answer  the  pm'poee :  everybody  knows  what  variona 
and  discwdant  systems  have  been  atricken  out  among  ChrietiaBs,  they  sU 
claim  to  stand  upon  the  authority  of  Scripture ;  strings  of  texts  are  dnwn 
in  plenty,  and  you  are  exhorted  to  compare  them  with  one  another.     How 
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then  an  you  better  determiite  among  them,  than  bj  collation  witb  that 
other  word  of  God,  which  ie  written  in  his  worlu,  and  taking  that  for  the 
trne  interpretation  of  the  texti  which  appears  the  moit  rationa]  and  con- 
sistent tlutiiighoat  with  your  experience  of  hnnun  and  external  Nature  ? 
Nor  need  you  want  authority  for  snch  procednre,  derived  from  John  vii.  1 7  ; 
for  if  yoQ  were  sincerely  willing  before  to  do  the  'Will  of  God  upon  the. 
best  infbnnation  to  be  ^tten  from  other  qnartera,  you  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine  whether  it  come  from  the  same  Author. 

"Hie  Papist  perpetually  hits  ym  in  the  teeth  with.  This  is  my  body :  you 
cannot  confiront  him  wiUi  opposite  texts,  for  tbey  all,  where  speaking  rela- 
tively to  this  matter,  concur  in  requiring  yon  to  eat  the  flesh  and  dirak  the 
blood,  in  declaring  that  the  flesh  is  meat  indeed  and  the  blood  is  drink 
indeed,  that  the  bread  which  came  down  ttom  heaven  can  alone  keep  you 
from  starring  with  hanger  and  thirst.  Bat  being  willing  to  do  the  Will  of 
God  as  manifi»ted  clenrly  by  the  natural  lights  he  has  given  yon,  you  know 
of  the  doctrine  that  it  is  not  from  turn ;  for  bia  word  can  never  be  under- 
stood in  a  sense  which  shall  make  it  abhorrent  to  reason.  So  the  Papist 
is  refuted  by  showing  the  rqMgnancy  a4  hu  doctrine  to  all  oar  natoral 
lights,  the  absurd  nmseqaence  of  transubstantiation  necessarily  flowing  from 
it,  the  contradiction  of  a  body  existing  in  a  thousand  places  at  cnce,  and 
by  our  knowledge  of  human  Nature  "'■l['"g  it  evident,  that  a  particular 
diet  of  the  body  cannot  work  an  amendment  of  the  mind,  which  was  the 
sole  design  of  the  Gospel. 

"niBt  passage,  Verily  I  say  nnto  Yon,  that  this  generation  shsU  not  pass 
until  all  these  things  be  done,  waa  generally  understood  among  the  primi- 
tive Christians  as  relating  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ ;  therefore  they 
expected  it  year  after  year,  and  St.  Paul  expresses  himself,  We  who  are 
ahve  diall  be  caught  up  in  the  olonds  tt^ether  with  the  resurgents.  And 
it  is  not  by  ctnMparison  with  other  passages,  but  by  our  knowledge  of 
events,  that  we  now  unanimouidy  refer  that  declaration  to  the  destruction  of 
Jerosalem. 

The  Scripture  gives  general  rules  .which  cannot  be  particularized  for 
practice  without  a  knowledge  drawn  from  other  funds :  therefore  are  to  be 
regarded  as  Theses  for  putting  the  mind  into  profitable  trains  of  meditation 
and  inquiry.  It  proposes  sutgecta  to  our  consideration,  but  often  leaves  it 
to  ourselves  what  h^ts  v^  sliall  strike  out,  what  deductions  we  shall  draw 
therefrom.  It  restrains  what  St.  Paul  calls  the  vain  babblings  of  Iltilo- 
sophy,  bat  encoorages  Philosc^hy  when  she  can  talk  pertinently  for  illustra- 
ting or  enforcing  the  matters  it  snggests  to  her  contemplation.  Accord- 
ingly we  may  observe  that  Philosophy  runs  in  a  sounder,  steadier,  more 
wholesome  channel  in  the  Christian  world  than  it  used  to  do  in  ancient 
times,  snd  the  human  sciences  have  been  made  •erriceable  to  advance  the 
purposes  of  the  Gospd.  Astronomy  displays  the  magni&cenee,  the  glory, 
the  power  of  om  Creator ;  Metaphyaica  help  us  to  understand  die  spiritual 
essence  of  our  souls,  the  dominion  of  Providence  over  free  agents,  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  sool  opon  a  corporeal  frame  for  its  existence :  the  stody 
of  Klan  leads  to  the  right  understanding,  and  manifests  the  expedience  c^ 
the  doctrines  and  precepts  delivered  in  Holy  Writ :  the  study  of  Nature 
discovers  the  inertness  of  matter,  thereby  proving  that  fundamental  article, 
the  Being  of  a  God ;  and  displays  his  stupendous  Wisdom  conspicuous  in 
the  wonderfiil  variety  and  r^nlarity  of  our  courses ;  and  I  flatter  myself 
some  imperfect  sketches  may  be  found  in  the  foregoing,  work,  whereby  it  is 
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thown  that  the  iaveBtigattone  of  homao  reason  are  ^iplicable  to  the  servicea 

of  Religion. 

Christ  has  declared  that  he  came  not  to  destroy  the  Law,  but  to  fulfil ; 
by  which  we  cannot  understand  the  ceremonial  law,  for  that  he  did  abolish, 
but  the  moral,  the  tame  wherein  St.  Paul  tells  oa  the  Gentiles  were  a  law 
tinto  themselves ;  for  God  left  not  himself  without  a  witness,  having  dis- 
played his  eternal  Power  and  Godhead  in  the  works  itf  the  Creation ;  whereof 
Man  was  not  the  work  of  least  importsnce  to  be  known  by  Man.  The 
words  of  Christ  himself  do  not  always  profit  without  a  knowledge  of  human 
Nature :  he  hu  said  the  Sabbath  was  mode  for  Man,  not  Mao  for  the 
Sabbath,  but  he  has  not  directed  in  what  particular  manner  Man  shonld 
make  his  uses  of  it.  Therefore  we  must  presume  it  was  upon  observation 
on  the  wants  of  mankind  requiring  some  rule  to  guide  their  discretion  in 
the  disposal  of  their  time,  that  the  first  disdplea  appropriated  a  ceitain 
day  in  the  week  for  religions  exerrises,  and  abstinence  from  all  secular  em- 
ployments. 

44.  Nerertbeless,  it  must  be  owned,  that  Religion  and  Reason  too  of^ 
do  hurt  to. one  another,  when  like  other  allies  they  consult  their  KpartX^ 
interests  preferably  to  the  general ;  not  considering  that  the  strength  of 
>  confederacy  lies  in  unanimity,  fidelity,  roatual  confidence,  and  steady  at- 
tachment to  the  common  canse.  Now  the  common  cause  of  both  1  appre- 
hend to  be  the  amendment  of  human  Nature,  which  the  one  endeavours  to 
eflect  by  showing  men  what  makes  for  their  good,  the  other  by  stining 
op  a  zeal  to  pursue  it.  But  knowledge  without  seal  is  a  lifeless  carcass,  it 
has  eyes  to  stare  with,  but  no  hands  to  execute  ;  and  zeal  without  know* 
ledge  is  a  wild  colt,  that  keeps  galloping  about,  but  msLes  no  way  upon  the 
road.  When  ceasing  to  act  in  Hlliance,  the  fondness  for  |[E]owledg«  damps 
the  ardour  of  zeal,  and  zeal  hurries  on  with  an  impetuosity  incapable  of  look- 
ing ubout :  therefore  their  partisans,  being  sensible  of  Uus,  entertain  a  con- 
tinual jealoosy  of  one  anothier. 

The  Rationalist  suspects  every  exhortation  to  read  the  Gospel  as  a  des^  - 
to  ensnare  him,  to  debar  him  the  nee  of  diong^t,  to  keep  him  in  ignorance, 
that  he  may  be  ductile  and  governable,  Bnd  looks  upon  every  serious  coun- 
tenance as  a  mark  of  folly  and  weakness :  his  vanity  makes  him  forward  to 
show  bis  opinion  of  others,  thereby  obstructing  the  pn^ress  of  reason,  bv 
setting  people  against  it.  He  zealot  suspects  every  man  who  presumes  to 
doubt,  to  examine,  to  argue,  of  being  a  concealed  infidel,  a  secret  under- 
miner  of  things  sacred,  he  abhors  the  like  practices  himself,  and  scorns  all 
ex[dBnBtion  or  human  reasoning ;  thereby  betraying  his  Religion  by  running 
into  gross  extravagancies  and  palpable  absurdities,  which  give  an  easy  vic- 
tory to  the  adversary. 

Tliey  are  so  averse  they  will  not  snfier  the  same  language  to  be  spoken 
among  tbem  :  yon  cannot  mentioa  the  words  Righteousness  or  Sanctity  in 
one  company  without  being  thought  a  canting  creature,  that  loves  to  talk 
without  a  meaning :  nor  Rectitude  or  Virtue  in  another,  bat  you  are  pre- 
sently judged  a  Free-thinker.  Now  I  wonid  (aia  know,  where  is  the  dif> 
ference  between  the  Sanctity  of  manners  ascribed  to  Marda  in  Addison's 
Calo,  and  that  character  which  Solomon  expresses  by  a  virtuous  woman; 
or  between  Rectitude  and  Righteousness,  wben  dioroughly  understood.  Bat 
this  both  parties  seem  resolved  not  to  do ;  so  Rectitude  remains  appro- 
priated to  one  mistaken  notion,  and  Righteousness  to  another.  MeUiinks 
It  would  be  worth  while  for  each  to  penetrate  into  the  other's  ideas,  and 
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learn  hii  language,  were  it  only  for  the  take  of  making  cooverta :  for  how 
can  jron  nAAe  a  man  uDlese  yon  nnderetuid  him  ?  because  else  yon  can 
Dover  know  wherein  the  error  lies  that  yon  would  convince  him  of. 

And  hoein  I  think  the  RationaliBt  more  blameaUe  than  the  Devotee,  be- 
canse  being  generally  a  man  of  more  learning  and  thought,  he  ie  better 
muter  of  langnage.  and  better  able  to  vest  his  ideas  in  any  clothing ;  and 
he  cannot  forget  the  advantage  of  appearing  in  a  drees  agreeable  to  the 
emnpany.  I  must  not  exhort  him  to  become  all  thing*  to  all  men,  if  by 
any  means  he  may  gain  some ;  becaase  that  being  an  ezpresaion  of  Pkraou 
Full,  he  would  mtrpect  me  of  priestcraft ;  but  he  ntant  see,  from  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  that  if  he  can  contrive  to  deliver  his  own  thoughts  in  Scrip- 
ture tenns,  he  will  be  heard  with  better  attention  and  better  profit.  Words 
are  hut  sounds  that  will  take  any  nvaning  affixed  to  them ;  and  styles  are 
only  tunes  whereto  very  different  odea  may  be  set.  I  have  shown  him  just 
now  that  I  can  conform  myself  to  the  jocular  style  of  the  Free-thinker,  yet 
be  serious  aU  the  while.  Why  then  should  he  be  affiighted  at  the  letters 
G,  R,  A,  C,  E  ?  they  are  harmless,  inoffenuve  characters,  suBceptihle  either 
of  a  solid,  or  superstitious  meaning.  If  then  he  can  affix  a  rational  sense 
to  the  term,  he  will  be  better  able  to  lead  the  wanderer  by  gentle  windings 
into  a  jiutneae  of  thought,  than  by  using  a  language  unfamiliar  to  his  ear. 

45.  The  method  of  rational  explanation  b  preferable  to  that  of  opposi- 
tion, yet  is  that  method  to  be  pursued  with  caution,  so  far  only  as  the  sub- 
jects can  bear  it ;  for  there  are  some  tempera  in  whom  famUiarity  breeds 
contempt :  they  cannot  follow  the  long  deduction  of  consequences  by  which 
measures  are  shown  to  be  expedient,  but  the  line  must  be  shortened  for 
Aem,  and  they  must  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  the  measures  by  authority 
'and  reverence.  But  obscurity  and  mystery  often  add  a  sacredness  to  things : 
therefore  I  do  not  know  whether  the  illnstrations  hereinbefore  attempted  of 
several  important  Scripture  doctrines  may  be  serviceable  to  everybody.  It 
has  been,  remarked  already,  that  if  all  men  would  live  up  invariably  to  the 
decisions  of  their  judgment,  we  sboold  have  a  happy  world ;  but  then  it 
must  be  their  own  judgment,  such  as  they  are  cajmble  of  fhuning:  this 
then  is  the  principal  point  to  be  driven  at,  and  new  lighta  to  be  thrown  in 
only  as  we  find  them  in  a  dispoutioD  to  fi^w  them. 

Therefore  it  will  be  best  to  leave  men  to  their  own  notions  of  Atonement, 
Sati^ction,  Intercession,  and  the  like,  while  they  see  no  inconsistence* 
there,  Adarenot  led  thereby  into  imaginations  destructive  of  their  own  peace 
of  mind,  or  detrimental  to  the  sodety  they  live  in ;  and  to  stand  npon  the 
watch  in  reatfinese  to  clear  up  any  difficulties  that  may  perplex  Uiem,  or 
ched:  any  deviatione  that  might  turn  them  into  pernicious  traias  of  aenti- 
ment  or  conduct. 

For  the  same  form  of  doctrine  will  not  suit  every  age  and  country,  nor 
every  class  of  men  in  the  same  country  alike.  In  times  of  ignorance  and 
inconsiderate  activity,  a  mixture  of  what  woold  be  superstition  to  us  is  ne- 
cessary :  for  I  have  said  in  a  former  place  that  superstition  is  relative,  the 
groasest  ideas  being  not  such  to  him  who  is  capable  of  entertaining  no 
better.  The  least  aense  of  Religion  cannot  be  maintained  without  a  per- 
suasion of  the  divine  dominion  continually  over  us :  this  the  man  of  con- 
templation discerns  in  the  course  of  Nature,  for  be  knows  that  her  works 
are  the  works  of  Giod,  who  gave  her  powers  and  planned  her  operations 
with  exact  knowledge  of  every  minutest  event  they  should  produce,  so  he 
sees  God  continnBlly  before  him  in  the  productions  of  second  causes.  But 
the  plain  man  cannot  comprehend  this :  therefore  we  must  permit  him  to 
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imagine  freqaent  interpoutions  in  the  growth  of  com,  the  dmoges  of  wea- 
ther, the  actions  of  nuuikind,  or  he  will  think  hinuelf  Bbuidraked  to  the 
necessary  agency  of -matter  and  motion,  or  the  cajiricea  of  chance. 

46.  Therefore  it  would  become  the  RationaliBt,  who  CDiii[Jmiiia  id  kndly 
of  the  headiness  and  hastiness  of  zeal,  to  beware  of  foiling  into  the  Uk^ 
error  himaelf,  and  not  be  too  hasty  in  eradicating  the  eril  weed  of  snpenti- 
tion,  before  he  has  examined  whether  the  roots  of  com  be  not  so  inter- 
matted  with  it,  that  he  shall  pluck  up  both  tc^ether.  Bnt  perhaps  it  ia  not 
an  evil  weed  in  the  soil  where  it  grows ;  it  may  be  sot  superstition,  but  a 
compendious  method  of  apprehending  that  which  a  narrow  ima^nation 
cannot  contMn  at  large,  a  joining  the  act  <rf  God  with  the  prodnctions  of 
Nature  or  Fortune,  when  the  eye  is  not  strong  eoough  to  ran  tioog  the  Ime 
of  second  causes,  between  a  figurative  representatioo  by  aouable  images  of 
things  that  cannot  be  oomprefaended  in  the  abstract. 

JUid  let  him  keep  an  eye  upon  another  plant  wfaidt  sometjmes  proves  a 
noxious  weed,  and  that  is  the  habit  of  jesting  and  ridicule :  for  if  a  sacred 
dread  makes  one  heady,  a  fondness  for  wit  stakes  one  giddy.  Both  are 
serviceable  in  a  certain  degree,  bnt  mischievous  when  redundant,  when  not 
managed  with  discretion  and  confined  to  their  proper  places  ;  for  it  ia  not 
uftcommon  that  the  same  plants  deserve  cultivation  in  one  plaise,  but  require 
Weeding  out  from  another.  We  sow  fields  of  oats  with  care  and  cost,  but 
are  very  sorry  to  see  them  among  our  wheat :  the  scariet  poppy,  and  son- 
resembling  marigold,  which  bum  up  our  com,  are  esteemed  ornaments  in 
our  gardens :  the  carpet- woven  grass  that  beautifies  our  lawns  must  be  ex- 
tirpated from  our  follows  by  frequent  and  toilsome  jdon^uog*. 

But  supej^tion  is  not  always  a  distinct  plant,  it  is  BometinHs  like  tbe 
green  leaves  of  com,  whidi  protect  and  assist  to  draw  np  nourishment  into 
the  vfAie.  and  will  wither  away  of  themselves  as  that  grows  towards  matu- 
rity. Therefore  a  mixture  of  it,  more  than  we  sboold  think  needfiil  for  our 
own  use.  is  profitable  to  young  persons,  as  it  serves  to  restrain  the  saltiea 
of  youth,  ertablishes  salutary  persuasions,  before  they  can  discern  soM 
grounds  to  build  them  upcm,  and  will  give  way  and  fall  <tf  in  proportioa  as 
reason  expaitds ;  nay,  it  lielps  in  the  mean  whUe  to  render  her  vessels  more 
compact,  and  atrengthen  their  tone  by  a  little  pressure,  requiring  tbw  con- 


The  like  may  be  said  with  respect  to  young  nations  which  commonly 
begin  in  ignorance,  rudeness,  barbarism,  and  ti^  disregud  to  all  virtues 
tKit  beaniig  a  visible  reference  to  military  merit.  Thenefore  the  andent 
legislators  and  founders  of  states  have  always  dealt  much  in  mystery  and 
sacred  rite.  And  the  {tfimitive  Fathers,  in  the  earliest  ages  of  Christiaiii^, 
as  1  have  been  informed  by  citations  from  their  remains,  for  I  have  no  per- 
sonal acquaintance  among  them,  practised  exorcisms,  unctions,  signatnres  of 
the  cross,  and  lustrations  by  holy  water.  Perhaps  the  inventions  of  Popery, 
before  it  was  strained  up  to  an  abatJute  dominion  overpersons,  goods,  and 
thoughts,  might  be  needfiil  to  spread  and  enforce  Beligion,  and  gire  air 
for  the  seeds  of  Heason  to  bnd  forth.  W«re  die  times  of  our  Saxon  ances- 
tors renewed  upon  this  land,  how  glad  should  we  peaceable  folks  be  to 
have  an  asylum  in  some  monastery,  under  protection  of  Saint  Mary,  or 
Saint  Peter,  or  even  of  Saint  Almanachiue,  provided  be  had  the  repntatiaa 
of  working  miracles,  and  setting  the  Devil  upon  all  who  should  presume  to 
invade  his  aanctnary,  where  we  might  give  full  play  to  our  rational  facul- 
ties in  quiet,  without  perpetual  hasard  of  murder  or  r^nne,  or  the  terrors 
and  ravages  of  war.      Even  the  mumbling  over  Patemosters  and  Ave 
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Mary'i  was  eome  mbmiMion  to  discipline  and  lifting  the  thought  to  thiogi 
above,  which  though  little  enoogh,  atil)  w(i«  better  than  .none :  nor  could 
the  obeervatkin,  that  the  greatest  dropper*  qf  bc«ds  were  often  the  wortt 
men,  fail  to  put  eome  persons  upon  reflection,  and  iuquiring  wherein  the 
real  esamce  of  Religion  consiated.  which  mi^t  open  the  pasaoge  for  a  little 
glimpse  of  the  true  design  in  the  coming  erf  Christ. 

But  now,  God  be  thanked,  the  wwld  is  more  enlightened,  so  that  we  wwit 
not  so  mnch  of  the  fiery  meteori  enwrapt  in  cloud*  and  darkneee.  The  Re- 
fiMinfttion  has  opened  a  way  for  the  advaooement  of  useful  science,  and  the 
exercise  of  sober,  nnlicentious  freedom  of  thought ;  whereby  the  minds  of 
men  have  been  widened  to  take  a  larger  prospect  and  observe  the  sym- 
nutry  and  connection  prevailing  among  the  several  parts  of  it  made  more 
atteotiye  to  rational  explanAtjon,  and  capable  of  receiving  it ;  bo  that  we  can 
n<)w  trace  the  band  of  God  through  the  channel  of  his  providence  from  rentote 
ditfanoe*.  withont  tlie  necQssity  of  imagining  it  constantly  close  to  ns. 
Nevertheless,  at  ell  time*  and  in  all  communities,  there  will  be  minds  of 
very  varions  axes,  some  contracted  by  their  natural  debility,  and  others  by 
the  necesmry  atteiUm  to  their  protessious  or  aitnations  in  life :  therefore 
mystoyaiid  nne^aioed  oUigation  cannot  be  totally  discarded.  Pythagoras 
had  hit  Tetradify,  hip  mjstic  n,uinber8,  his  symbols.  Socrates  hia  Semon, 
and  l^illy  his  system  of  angnriea ;  which,  thcm^  ratiooal  doctrines  in  their 
own  miDds,  yet,  as  nnderstood  by  vulgar  aj^MehenaioDS,  we  should  eateem 
highly  anperstitions. 

47.  Nor  can  we  still  avoid  ell  ambiguity  and  equivocal  language,  which 
exhibits  a  very  different  scene  (rf  thought  to  different  imaginations.  All 
fldence*  and  profesaiocs  have  tl^  technical  terms,  their  Geyeral  rules  of 
proceeiUng  and  modes  of  instructian,  unintelligible  essept  to  the  pra£tiser  . 
law,  physic,  mathematics,  even  commerce,  manufacture,  and  the  mechanic 
arta,  are  not  without  their  mysteries ;  nor  does  politics  abound  in  them  the 
least  of  any.  In  popular  BssemUiea  tiie  orator  does  not  always  give  you  the 
thie  reasons  for  the  measnre  he  wonld  persuade  yon  to  follow,  be  prefers  such 
aa  he  judges  moat  likely  to  prevail,  and  herein  he  acts  honestly,  provided  the 
ultimate  end  of  his  aim  be  honest ,  for  in  this  case  the  end  crowns  the  work. 
If  indeed  he  would  bring  yon  to  his  own  point  for  serving  hia  private  interests 
under  specious  pretences  of  the  public  good,  14ave  nothing  to  say  inhisjnsti- 
fictfioo ;  bnt  if  his  point  be  salutary,  it  is  laudable  to  employ  the  moat  eflbctnal 
steaas  (^attaining  it,  although  they  should  be  very  different  from  those  which 
had  prevailed  npon  himself  to  desire  it. 

In  like  manner  it  behoves  the  discouraer  upon  reli^ous  matters  to  consider 
the  importaace  of  bis  principal  point  in  view,  and  then  to  condnct  those  to 
whom  he  addresses  altmg  such  tracks  in  their  imagination  as  heahall  find  prac- 
ticable, taking  good  mution  that  in  bis  necessary  deviations  from  the  solid 
road  of  reason  he  does  not  tear  np  the  ground  of  any  cross  paths  whereby  they 
might  be  debarred  access  to  some  other  point  equally  important :  for  TuUy 
advisee  to  be  gnarded  on  all  quarten,  And  atteutiTe  to  do  the  cause  no  detri- 
lasat  tbrough  eagerness  to  serve  it. 

But  there  are  many  subordinate  points  tending  in  order  auccessively  to  one 
another,  and  it  ii  of  imptHlBnce  ti>  diatingniah  the  intermediate  from  the  ulti- 
mate: whichtodorequiresBptercingeyetoreaohtluoughtbe  whole  line,  and 
an  extenuve  judgment  to  take  in  the  plan  of  all  their  connections.  Thoe  is 
a  moltttude  of  labourers  in  the-vineyard,  aa  well  volunteers  in  dissertations  and 
essays,  aa  retained  servants  entered  upon  the  ateward's  roll :  and  it  cannot 
be  expected  they  should  all  have  an  equal  quickness  of  optics  or  compeaa  of 
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underatanding ;  nor  is  it  ueedfnl.  For  r  very  few  nterchBiit*  inffice  to  im- 
port the  heavenly  varea  from  the  coantriei  producing  them,  the  Scriptnrea 
and  the  fields  of  Nature  :  it  is  the  retailer  and  petty  Bhop-keeper,  dispersed 
everywhere,  that  mast  supply  the  demands  of  the  public.  Importatian  ia 
not  their  bouneas,  but  to  resort  to  the  warehouse,  and  retail  ont  the  goods 
aa  received  from,  thence  :  only  taking  care  to  inquire  the  general  character 
of  the  merchant  they  deal  with,'  for  some  have  been  known  to  put  falae 
marks  opon  their  bales,  being  imposed  upon  by  miztmta  of  things  manu- 
fiutnred  in  the  regions  of  ambition,  avarice,  contention,  vanity,  and  self- 
conceit.  The  misfortune  ia  that  we  cannot  eanly  know  the  size  erf  our  ta- 
lents ;  we  are  apt  to  fancy  ourwlves  merchants  when  by  no  meana  qnahfied 
for  foreign  correspondence:  like  the  little  EVenchman,  squeezed  op  in  a  shop 
of  twelve  feet  by  six,  who  calls  himself  merchant  of  snuff,  merchimt  of  soap, 
and  candles,  and  card-matdies.  Our  London  company  of  tailors  have  a 
better  title  to  the  dignity  of  merchant  by  their  magnificent  hall,  cs^adona 
to  hold  all  the  lords  goremors  of  India  in  general  synod  assembled. 

Yet  I  do  not  wish  any  one  to  follow  impliritly  his  rules  or  his  precedents : 
let  him  use  such  sagacity  and  judgment  as  he  has,  and  make  die  best  im- 
provement he  can  by  them  with  caution  and  solffiety.  If  he  can  penetrate 
into  the  reasons  and  tendencies  of  bis  rules,  this  will  keep  him  in  the  spirit 
of  them,  and  enable  him  to  apply  them  more  eSectooUy  to  perticnlar  occa- 
sions. And  for  such  as  are  qualified  to  discern  the  whole  rationale  of  the 
Gospel,  and  lay  it  out  upon  a  regular  plan,  mutually  connected  in  all  its 
parts,  they  cannot  do  better  than  exercise  their  talents  that  way.  I  have 
contributed  my  endeavours  for  the  benefit  of  those  among  them  who  atuy 
want  assistance,  or. industry,  or  leisure,  or  perhaps  may  profit  by  my  mis- 
takes :  for  the  discovery  of  an  error  is  one  great  avenue  into  truth,  which 
else  one  might  flever  have  thought  «f,  or  never  ^iprehended  needful  to 
bestow  any  pains  upon. 

It  can  do  no  man  hart  to  be  folly  master  of  his  science,  with  all  ite 
uses,  particular  purposes  to  be  answered  by  it,  and  mannerB  of  (qieration 
in  effecting  them ;  whatever  he  may  ccmimunicate  to  other  people :  not  that 
I  would  suppose  him  niggard  of  his  treaeures,  nor  grudging  any  fellow 
creature  the  benefit  of  aU  he  has  to  bestow,  bat  obs«vant  of  what  each 
subject  is  capable  of  receint^,  and  keeping  to  himself  whatever  he  seea 
would  do  mischief  to  another.  For  what  is  one  man's  meat  is  aitotber 
man's  pcnson :  wherefore  the  characters  of  men  most  be  studied,  and  dis- 
cretion used  to  distribute  what  is  suitable  to  the  digestion  and  tempera- 
ment <rf  the  receivers. 

I  do  not  hold  it  needful  in  these  days,  and  if  needful  surely  not  allow- 
able, to  raise  any  misspprehensions  purposely ;  but  people  will  run  into 
them  inadvertently.  When  taught  some  important  truth  or  salutary  prac- 
tice, they  will  be  adding  imaginations  of  their  own,  concerning  the  groonds 
supporting  the  one,  or  efiects  immediately  produced  bv  the  other.  I  have 
met  with  persons  who  believed  the  aonl  immaterial  because  we  dream  in 
our  sleep  :  and  multitudes  stand  persuaded  that  the  water  of  baptism  directly 
washes  the  spiritual  part  from  the  corruption  derived  throngh  Adam.  The 
injudicious  zealot,  who  proceeds  by  rote  and  rule  without  knowing  why, 
increases  such-like  mistakes ;  for  be  has  ftllen  into  them  himself,  and  will 
defend  them  ngainst  everj'  one  who  attempts  to  set  him  ri^t,  by  strings  of 
detached  texts  and  calling  him  heretic  or  infidel.  Hie  injudicious  admirer  of 
reason  who  takes  it  to  tie  solely  in  criticism,  overthrows  them  with  might  and 
main,  never  reflecting  what  farther  ruins  be  may  cause  to  follow  thereby. 
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48.  But  the  man  of  discretion  uses  Ilia  eyes  to  Ionic  around,  regarding 
counectians  and  consequences  aa  well  as  single  oljjects.  Where  be  finds 
tnitb  supported  by  error,  be  spares  the  latter  for  sake  of  the  former :  not 
out  of  fondness  for  such  kind  of  support,  but  until  he  can  provide  a  better 
by  woriung  up  the  solid  vail,  which  requires  time  and  patience  to  lay  the 
stones  one-  by  one  ae  yon  can  get  them  iuto  their  places.  He  koinTB  that 
overthrow  is  &  very  improper  method  of  edification :  for  spiritual  hiilding  i* 
the  very  reverse  of  common  masonry  :  you  must  begin  on  top,  and  ^ork 
downwards.  The  learner  muat  have  a  bed  to  lie  upon  in  the  first  place,  so 
ypn  must  contrive  him  garrets  before  he  can  think  of  the  other  conveniences 
<uF  a  family  :  he  cannot  suspend  his  action  until  fully  instructed,  bat  must 
punne  some  tenor  <rf  conduct  immediately,  and  be  doing  before  he  is  know- 
ing; therefore  you  must  urge  him  with  mleB,  and  watch  opportunitieH  for 
letting  him  into  the  reasons  afterwards.  In  the  mean  while  he  will  find 
reasons  for  himself  as  lie  can  eatnh  them  at  hap  hazard :  these  our  discern- 
ing artificer  considers  as  shorings  to  sustain  the  upper  story,  and  knows  that 
tu  overthrow  them  all  at  once  must  occasion  a  terrible  downfall ;  ao  he  lets 
tbem  alone,  and  goes  on  calmly  with  hie  building  down  to  the  cJiambers 
and  lowest  fonndation,  well  knowing  the  slanting  shores  will  succesrively 
drop  <d  tbemaelves  as  the  luperiucumbent  pressure  is  taken  off  by  having  a 
firmer  sgppcnt  to  rest  upon. 

No  wfflic  can  be  performed  in  a  maateriy  manoer  without  continually 
keeping  in  view  the  pnocipal  deMgn,  and  the  plan  of  operation  for  eflecting 
it :  now  we  have  secu  the  dcMgn  of  the  Gospel  was  to  rectify  the  senti 
ments,  and  gain  an  entire  dominiun  for  the  rational  focntties  over  the 
•ensitive :  and  the  method  employed  for  this  end  is  by  ftame  and  autboritv , 
For  the  perfection  of  the  mind  consists  in  a  soundneas  of  judgment,  and  the 
perfection  of  human  Nature  in  a  due  subordination  of  the  inferior  powers 
thereto :  hot  authority  is  the  most  effiMtoal  means  to  connterbalaoce  the 
impulses  of  i^>petite,  and  keep  the  mind  attentive  to  profitable  objects  ;  for 
one  mayjodge  rightly  upon  trifies,  yet  the  jndgment  is  not  sound  unless  the 
matters  exetvised  upon  are  solid  and  availing.  Therefore  the  principal  care 
to  be  taken  is  to  preserve  this  authority  in  full  vigour,  and  point  it  from  time 
to  time  iqnn  the  services  wanted ;  to  be  cautious  (tf  weakening  it  by  over- 
straining, or  wasting  it  upmi  nuXtKn  of  no  moment,  or  of  mischievous 
tendency. 

The  ram  of  onr  duty  may  be  comprised  in  two  words.  Bear  and  Forbear  : 
this  a  sense  of  authority  and  obligation,  when  strong  and  lively,  can  alone 
enable  us  to  do ;  our  luiowledge  ot  their  expedience  can  never  r«i»e  desire 
enough  to  carry  us  through  the  task.  But  endurance  and  fbrbearaiMe  are 
not  duties  in  themselves  :  we  are  created  to  enjoy  oar  being,  not  to  live  in 
continual  snfiering  and  abatinence,  irtiieh  are  then  only  recommendable 
when  they  will  secure  as  from  greater  suffering,  or  work  an  improve- 
ment of  our  happiness :  so  that  we  want  tome  direction  when  to  submit  to 
them. 

49.  fliis  direction  the  Gospel  afibrds,  informing  us  what  to  bear  and  for- 
bear, not  in  every  particalar  case,  which  wonld  be  impracticable  and  hurtful, 
like  those  tomca  of  easuiatry  that  have  burdened  the  world  in  former  ages  ; 
but  by  the  great  exemidar  ^  Christ,  by  the  behaviour  of  bis  first  disciples, 
and  t^  general  precepts,  which  instead  of  taking  off  the  trouble  of  thinking 
for  ounelves  excite  us  to  undergo  it,  and  lead  our  thoogbts  into  pit^table 
trains  whereby  we  may  apply  those  directions  to  our  partuulu'  oocaaiona. 

vot.  u.  2a  ■ 
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It  CDTituinB  liLenise  certain  matters  of  qwculation,  neoeseary  to  eatablish  its 
MiUiority  and  regulate  onr  opinions,  without  whidi  the  contents  spokea  of 
before  could  not  have  proved  efleotual,  because  it  is  well  known  how  much 
our  opinions  infloence  oar  actions-  I  need  instance  only  in  tiie  belief  of  a 
fieeurrection  and  futore  jadgmeot,  wbich  is  the  grand  spriDg  or  primom 
mobile  of  what  cares  we  do  take  in  shaping  onr  eondnct. 

Both  these  systems  will  t^e  very  various  forms  and  colours  in  the  im- 
aginatioiu  of  d^erent  persons :  they  will  run  into  misapprefaeneione  wtd 
mistakes  concerning  them,  which  it  behoves  such  as  are  able,  to  obviate,  or 
core  as  &r  as  [H'acticable  without  injury  to  the  sounder  ports.  For  eiream- 
spection  is  needfhl  here  :  the  shoe  must  be  suited  to  the  foot ;  the  diet  ac- 
commodated to  the  constitution  and  temperatnre  i^  the  body.  St.  Paul  tdls 
Ds  there  is  meat  for  men  and  milk  for  babes,  which  is  a.  caution  to  coiknilt 
digestions  in  providing  for  the  ardlnary.  The  stomachs  of  our  remotelbre- 
fathers  seem  to  ^ave  been  very  weak,  their  vigour  running  all  into  their 
muscles,  which  nude  them  such  fighting  fellows :  the  Reformation  helped 
to  inmEsae  the  conooctive  powers  considerably ;  and  the  allowance  to  liberty 
of  coaadence  and  sober  argumentation  has,  I  think,  rtill  Auther  strengthened 
the  digestion  among  ovi  people  in  general.  Wherefore  it  must  be  injudi- 
oiona  to  adhere  too  strictly  to  forms  of  expresnon  used  in  old  eoDstitnttons 
and  articles,  for  this  is  hnngiog  us  back  to  our  pap  again :  and  tiiose  Creeds 
«itd  CMei^snis  an  best  which  are  most  sim{de  and  concise,  because  they 
will  bear  digesting  into  different  natritiouB  juices  sodi  as  the  body  shall  re- 
quire, and  preserve  an  external  oonfonnity  notwithstanding  a  variety  of 
inward  sentiment*. 

Yet  robust  as  we«may  ihink  onrsdvqi,  there  ai«  still  many  gradations  of 
vigour  stnong  us,  which  require  as  many  various  alim^its,  from  ttke  whey, 
the  miUi.  the  strong  broths,  the  chicken,  the  veal,  up  to  the  salted  buttock : 
«Kd  sometimes  the  craving  is  not  satisfied  with  meats  alone,  for  as  the  oetridi 
helps  her  digestion  by  swallowing  stones  which  would  destroy  it  in  the 
human  kind,  so  to  some  few  persons,  wlio,  like  animals  of  the  wmged  tribe, 
have  coTueoiiB  atomadis,  the  niceties  of  abstraotimi  and  knotty  speoulations, 
though  not  meat  themselves,  assist  them  in  grindingtheir  meat.  All  whidi 
makes  it  difiicult  to  know  how  to  deal  with  people :  for  if  you  aSer  a  viand 
ever  so  litUe  softer  than  their  accnstomed  diet,  tbef  are  affivnted  at  your 
treating  tbem  like  children,  and  despise  you  for  an  enthusiast ;  if  ever  so 
little  stronger,  they  think  yon  have  a  design  to  circomvent  them,  and  detest 
joa  for  an  infidel.  And  in  discourses  given  out  to  public  inspection,  it  is 
not  alwa^  easy  to  esc^»e  the  hazard  of  being  aooonnted  bigot  and  free- 
thinker, for  the  same  performance.  1  have  already  been  told  my  former 
volomes*  have  been  suspected  of  firse-thinkiBg,  and  am  under  soma  tremors 
lest,  if  this  voluraef  should  8v«r  go  forth,  it  may  draw  npon  roe  a  contrary 
charge:  but  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  change  m  seutimeBt  i  1  seem  to  my- 
self to  have  delivered  the  same  sahstuce  all  along,  only  twtslatsd  iato  the 
two  different  langnages  of  Philosophy  and  Scripture. 

Another  difficulty  springs  bam  the  indiscretion  of  otiien ;  there  are  Mks 
with  whom  substantial  meat  might  not  disagree,  yet  you  dare  not  trust  them 
with  it,  becaue  they  are  like  a  child  that  is  fond  of  telling  cdl  it  knows,  and 
would  divulge  a  taste  yon  desire  to  conceal,  because  it  might  draw  some 
ignorant  person  to  swallow  an  onvdiolesome  food :  I  have  fonneriy  played 
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fttba£k-gBminaacniSHBdBy«,(ine  h)Ui4  against  theoAer;  I  never  do  it  now 
because  1  do  not  like  it,  but  ahonld  make  bo  scruple  of  doing  it :  yet  shouki 
scruple  to  play  vlth  anybody  else,  for  fear  be  might  tattle,  m-  we  be  orer- 
heard ;  not  for  stke  of  gaiDui(|;  tEie  (jwracter  of  a  righteooa  Uan,  but  for 
the  same  reason  St.  Paul  gives  for  advising  his  pnpils  to  abatain  from  things 
Mkj  were  told  had  been  offered  to  idola. 

50.  To  make  the  Religion  within  ua  complete,  we  muat  atndj  not  . 
on]/  what  wntimeata  and  praotices  beloog  to  the  eaeeoce  of  Religion, 
but  Ukewise  what  there  ia  tn  the  ways  of  the  world  coming  nearest  to 
it.  For  the  design  of  the  Gospel  is  very  txiamn,  no  less  than  the  amend- 
ment of  the  human  race  ;  and  a«  there  are  various  degrees  of  amoKlaient 
to  be  wofked  in  this  life,  and  vaiiouH  modes  of  preparation  for  the  oext,  it 
retards  aliens  and  atrangera  af  well  ae  the  hotuebold  of  Faith.  The  lorce 
of  sympathy  and  intercourse  are  well  known,  whereby  the  Religion  of  aome 
may  tast  a  tincture  of  its  cvlours  upon  moay  to  vkcun  it  cannot  dif  use  the 
suhstaoce.  Our  Hopes  are  in  Heaven,  but  the  meuw  of  attaining  them  are 
by  oaiversal  ^barity  to  our  feUow-creatures  apm  earth,  by  contribntiiig  to 
the  hafipinessof  mankind,  whiehconiists  in  H?aUb,  Peace,  and  Competence 
in  their  Ulest  latitude,  as  detoribed  in  the  fint  Ch^^  of  thi«  Volnme 
[p.        ,  vol.  3,  of  thi*  editioa}' 

llierefore  let  as  stand  «ver  watehfu)  to  do  the  aerrioe  that  is  Eetuble ;  if 
we  cannot  make  a  man  a  good  Christian,  let  tts  try  to  make  him  a  good 
Heathejl  a  good  Jew,  a  good  Ffee-(thii^car,oratlBaat  free  from  diaqniatudes 
or  turbulent  paaajnas  in  his  owb  mind,  and  a  nieEul  menber  of  society ; 
though  we  shoold  not  be  able  to  infuse  the  peculiar  artidee  of  our  own  belief, 
fltill  it  ia  a  point  gained  if  we  can  infuse  those  of  natnnl  ReUgios,  oi  public 
spirit,  or  CO  ramon  prudence,  resulting  therefrom,  by  any  abstractions,  argu- 
mentatians,  exhortatioiis,  or  other  methods  moet  likely  to  succeed. 

But  there  i>  a  saying.  Physician,  core  thyself,  which  we  may  take  for  an 
admrnutioB  to  begin  at  home,  and  lay  down  our  own  plan  of  condoct  for  the 
lower  offices  of  life  as  well  as  the  highest,  that  the  whole  may  be  nniform, 
all  the  parts  aptly  joining  in  concert  with  one  another.  For  we  cannot 
confine  onr  attention  solely  to  religions  matters :  some  of  us  who  have  great 
leisure  tae-j  employ  it  in  that  way  more  frequently,  but  we  cannot  all,  nor 
can  any  of  na  al?rays  be  labouring  m  the  vineyard  ;  for  there  are  the  6elds, 
the  meadows,  the  markets,  that  demand  our  services  elsewbav.  God  has 
called  us,  by  the  oonditiwi  of  oar  bodies  and  circumstances  of  situation 
wherein  we  arc  placed  by  his  Prondence,  to  cares  for  onr  health,  tor  our 
Bobaiatence,  for  our  families,. for  the  duties  of  our  prt^eesion,  and  even  for 
the  recreation  and  amusement  of  one  another ;  and  in  all  theae  we  must 
guideourselvesby  certain  roles  ofBobriety,pr<qnae^.Bnd  discretion,  deduced 
remotdy  from  those  of  onr  religion ;  or  dae  we  may  prove  a  scandtJ  to  it, 
and  whatever  light  may  be  wiUun  us  will  not  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  anything  tberdiy  for  which  to  .glorify  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven/ 

51.  Then  for  mankind  in  general,  you  camot  expect  to  instil  much  of 
VDor  lystem  into  them  ;  many  ore  drawn  out  of  your  reach  by  avocations 
of  providing  for  dieir  neceasuy  subMBtence,  by  their  trades  md  voyage*, 
and  by  the  mngic  circle  i^  feshion  whirling  ^em  perpetoaUy  in  n  giddy 
round  of  unavailing  trittes;  many  pre-occupted  by  some  ruling  pasaion  for 
wealth,  or  fame,  or  preferment,  or  popularity.  AimI  it  is  fitting  that  things 
should  be  so :  the  si4>ply  of  conveoienoes  for  life  require  it,  the  keeping  up 
of  cheerfolneas  md  activity  ancHig  the  indolent  require  it,  commerce  and 
3a2 
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the  public  service  require  it :  bnt  these  avocationB  afford  admiwion  to  a 
very  slender  pittance,  or  a  few  careleee  tbooghts  of  religitHi.  If  yon  can 
get  a  little  into  them,  the  more  the  better,  but  yoa  must  proceed  discreetly, 
watching  fevourable  opportunities ;  for  they  are  seldom  disposed  to  bear 
you.  or  presently  cloyed,  and  if  you  go  to  importune  them  longer  or  in 
another  manner  than  they  like,  you  di^ust  tiiem,  and  will  never  get  their 
ear  afterwards. 

I  would  not  in  this  place  remind  you  of  the  caution  given  to  beware  of 
throwing  your  pearls  b^ore  swine;  for  that  is  a  word  of  contempt,  and 
many  of  those  who  would  refiue  your  pearls  are  persons  of  no  contemptible 
character ;  but  certainly  it  is  waste  to  throw  anything  valuable  where  it 
would  be  left  upon  the  ground :  you  had  better  present  them  with  some- 
thing suitable  to  their  relish,  which  may  tlm  to  good  accottnt  in  th«r 

If  St.  Paul  resolved  to  know  nothing  save  Christ  and  him  crudfied.  it 
was  because  he  was  an  Apostle  called  solely  to  the  functions  of  that  sacred 
office,  which  lay  in  magnilying  the  name  of  Christ,  spreading  hb  authority 
and  inculcating  his  doctrines :  but  we  are  not  so  appropriated ;  we  stand  in 
«  lower  station  wherein  the  acquiution  of  other  knowledge  will  be  service- 
able, called  to  every  office  of  Christian  Charity,  or  from  which  a  profit  may 
'  redtmnd  of  any  sort,  or  anywhere  among  mankind. 

It  has  been  shown  in  the  Chapter  on  Economy,  that  Frovidenc&employs 
the  sciences,  the  arts,  the  porBoits,  the  opinions,  guiding  the  Siurse  of 
affidrs  relative  -only  to  this  world,  to  co-operate  with  Religion  and  Philoso- 
phy towards  perfecting  the  human  race.  Many  of  them  have  received  im- 
provement from  men  of  little  Religion  and  wicked  lives,  some  of  whom  have 
been  found  eminently  instrumental  in  advancing  the  interests  of  Religion : 
as  witness  that  great  blessing,  the  Reformation,  whidi  was  not  owing  to 
the  piety  or  virtues  of  the  Monarch.  For  God  uses  evil  things,  and  things 
indifferent,  to  bring  forth  good :  it  would  be  impious  in  us  to  do  evil  that 
good  might  come  of  it,  beraose  we  cannot  know  when  it  will  produce  that 
consoiaMice,  therefore  ought  never  to  encourage  it;  bnt  it  is  highly  com- 
mendable in  us  to  raise  what  good  we  find  feasible  from  those  evils  we 
cannot  help,  «r  from  things  indifferent,  and  to  concur  with  men  of  private 
views  in  working  a  benefit  which  was  not  their  mothe,  and  advancing  a 
good  pnrpose  whereof  they  have  not  the  least  knowledge  or  conception. 

S2.  I  have  now  gone  through  my  scheme  from  the  roots  to  the  smallest 
branches  sprouting  therefrom.  The  Rationalist  cannot  complain  of  me  for 
amusing  him  with  an  unintelligible  language  and  mystery  :  for  he  must  see 
it  has  been  my  aim  all  along  to  unravel  mysteries,  to  find  a  dear  sense  of 
expressions  he  may  have  tbougbt  unintelligible,  and  to  show  the  scheme 
of  the  Gospel  conformable  in  its  most  essential  parts'with  that  of  sound 
Philosophy.  The  only  difficulty  he  can  boggle  at  is,  that  of  Nature  being 
made  imperfect  so  as  to  need  the  helping  hand  of  its  Creator  to  make  it 
answer  the  purpose  intended  in  the  original  jJan,  and  the  union  of  the 
Deity  with  Man  :  and  for  that  I  have  prepared  him,  in  the  sections  above 
cited  in  my  Chapter  on  Providence.  That  stumbling-block  once  gotten 
over,  he  will  find  all  beyond  run  smoothly  in  a  regular  chain  of  conse- 
quences. But  if  he  have  an  invincible  repugnance  against  all  supernatnral 
interposition  whatever,  I  can  only  send  him  back  to  my  Chapter  on  divine 
Economy,  where  it  has  been  attempted  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  for  Chris- 
tiani^r,  considered  as  an  event  eminently  providential,  without  aid  of  mira- 
cle, OT.anything  divine  descending  from  above. 
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With  respect  to  the  orthodox,  I  am  only  apprehenBive  lest  they  should 
esteem  the  very  imveiliug  of  mystery  mdiscreet,  because  obecurity  adds  to 
the  tacredoesB  of  an  object.  I  know  it  does  bo  la  many  cases,  but  times 
and  countries  most  be  consulted,  aod  it  seems  to  deserve  mature  considera- 
tion, whether  the  keeping  ourselves  involved  in  clonds  and  darkness  in  the 
present  age  be  not  more  likely  to  weaken,  than  fortily  the  authority  of  a 
doctrine.  I  hope  there  is  nothing 'in  the  whole  of  this  Chapter  detrimental 
to  the  Christian  Religion  as  taught  in  our  Church,  but  flatter  myself  there 
are  some  hints  at  least  which  may  prove  helpful  towards  a  ratioiml,  yet  or- 
thodox explanation  of  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  important  doctrines. 
Those  hints  I  have  been  enabled  to  give  by  my  examination  into  human 
Nature,  the  proper  ideas  of  Substance,  Identity,  Individuality,  Union,  kiul 
other  speculations  discerned  by  the  light  of  Nature :  which  then  wdl  appear 
to  have  been  objects  well  deserving  my  labours  in  the  pursuit. 


DIVINE  SERVICES. 


In  the  four  preceding  Chapters  we  have  found  frequent  use  for  the  Tele- 
scope, having  distant  objects  and  spacious  scenes,  no  less  than  those  of 
universal  Nature  and  the  fortunes  of  the  whole  human  species,  to  contem- 
plate. We  have  endeavoured  to  observe  the  ways  of  Heaven  in  the  con- 
duct of  affairs  among  mankind  from  the  b^inning  of  recorded  time,  and  by 
their  bearings  to  discover  the  nitimate  point  whereto  they  tend.  We  have 
looked  l»ckward  and  forward,  tracing  the  several  lines  in  the  plan  of  Pro- 
vidence, so  for  as  God  has  been  pleued  to  lay  them  within  the  grasp  of 
'  human  comprehension ;  which  we  have  seen  can  hold  enough  to  display 
their  symmetry  and  proportion,  and  to  show  them-  correspondent  parts  of 
one  great  and  gncions  design.  Researches  which  were  not  the  wanton 
excursions  of  vain  curiosity  or  unavailing  speculation,  but  may  turn  to  good 
profit  by  making  us  more  sensible  of  the  Goodness  and  Equity  of  our  al- 
mighty Governor,  alike- beneficent  to  all  his  creatures;  better  satisfied  with 
the  lot  of  our  existence,  admitting  ns  to  our  full  share  of  his  inexhaustible 
bonnty;  better  contented  under  evils  we  feel  or  behold,  as  being  sooner  or 
later  productive  of  an  incomparably  greater  advantage  to  the  sufferer. 

We  then  reviewed  the  stupendous  scheme  by  the  light  of  the  Gospd, 
which  discovered  to  us  wheel  within  wheel,  and  intricacies  of  Wisdom  un- 
discemed  before.  For  it  appeared  now  that  the  Pantology  of  seccmd  causes 
had  been  purposely  drawn  imperfect  to  leave  room  for  tiie  Divine  interpo- 
sitions :  Man  being  made  in  weakness,  by  which  he  would  undoubtedly  fall 
into  perpetual  misery,  nor  was  there  any  remedy  provided  among  the  laws 
of  Nature  for  his  d^verance.  But  God  in  his  eternal  cmmcils  had  pre- 
pared a  remedy,  by  an  exertion  of  his  Omnipotence,  whereon  he  established 
a  plan  of  Sotemlogy  for  the  restoration  and  perfection  of  hnman  Nature, 
to  be  advanced  t^  gradual  progress  from  the  foundations  of  this  earth 
through  the  next  stage  of  being,  and  until  the  final  consummation  of  all 

Bnt  those  large  ideas  are  too  spacious  for  every  imagination  to  contain, 
and  too  refined  for  every  palate  to  relish,  nor  where  they  do  find  entrance 
and  reception  can  they  continue  long  in  full  strength  of  impression,  or  vl- 
vidness  of  colour .-  for  the  necessary  attention  to  our  bodily  wants,  to  thy 
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commoa  bnriiiess  <rf  life,  onr  bouUes,  our  pMsione,  and  imjinrtiiintn  de- 
sire*, ea«t  a  veil  aronnd,  ooafining  our  view  to  the  little  spot  before  oe,  Mr 
cao  we  raise  a  concern  for  anything  beyond  the  preaent  moment  or  occnr- 
reneea  t^  the  pasBing  day.  A  man  in  pain  or  lickaeu  baa  no  spirit  to 
handle  the  Telescope,  and  in  the  tmrry  (A  basiDcaa,  pkm»n,  <w  company, 
baa  not  a  Aoaght  to  spare  for  tbe  Mandane  Soul.cr  kwa  of  tmivrawl 
nature. 

Therefore  we  most  nse  management  with  onrselvea,  aad  eadeavonr  ts 
work  by  art  what  we  coidd  not  compaee  by  the  strength  of  reaioB  i  striving 
to  imprint  in  lasting  character!  upon  the  imaginatiioR  ao  moch  of  our  eon- 
templktive Bcenea as  hercoaraeGanvaBBeantakeoff.thatis,  theeoBc^Hsionare- 
solting  therefrom,  which  when  well  bcnkated  make  the  e«aenee  of  Faith,  and 
Hope,  andOiartty.  For  wemayhaTeativdyaeBae(rftheFinKr,tbe'WiM)om, 
the  Goodneae  of  God,  when  we  have  not  in  ^sffcy  bef<M«  na  the  porticnlars 
whereby  thoee  Attribatee  are  manifested :  we  may  have  an  unreserved  trust 
in  his  ii^cy,  an  acquiescence  in  every  dispensation,  a  content  nnda  evils 
befiilling  ua  without  an  actial  diacarnment  of  tbe  manner  wherein  they 
operate  to  our  good :  we  may  have  a  cordial  benevolence  to  our  fellow- 
creatures  without  an  immedi^  iqtprehenaion  <rf  the  connections  whereby 
their  interests  are  linked  with  our  own.  If  these  sentiments  can  be  faed 
upon  tbe  imagination  by  the  clear  and  fall  convictiiHu  of  our  midentati£ng, 
I  ccMiceive  they  are  likely  to  be  moat  durable ;  yet  wbatever  waywc  oMiget 
them  to  take  strong  hold  there,  ie  well  worth  titie  pursuing. 

For  it  may  b«  remembered  that  tbe  mechanical  motioas  among  our  ideaa 
beer  a  large  proportion  to  those  excited  by  premeditated  dengn.  Imagina- 
tion H  tbe  seat  ctf  our  portnasioiw,  condactor  for  the  moat  of  onr  actioos,  and 
often  tlie  employer  of  ova  nnderetanding.  It  is  tike  a  hoose-clodt,  whidi 
may  be  set  right  now  and  then  by  band  upos  careful  observatiaa  of  oiLer 
r^iibtors,  bat  ordinarily  is  itself  the  regidator  of  all  bosineaa  in  the  iamily. 
And  this  hcahy  depends  altogether  upon  die  conditjon  of  onr  internal  ma- 
diinery,  which  is  a^cted  by  habit,  eastom,  external  appearance,  aod  sensible 
objects.  These  things  then,  judidonslj  tqi^ed,  may  bring  it  to  nm  ^»onta- 
□eonriy  for  a  contioaanoe  in  those  train*  whi<^  the  most  exalted  exerdBBi 
of  our  nnderstanding  can  only  throw  it  into  for  a  while. 

2.  Moatofns,  asremarkedin^  lastsectionofChafMrXX.  wholivAm 
a  private  atation  with  no  mwe  than  common  abiUdaa,  rarely  meet  witlt 
i:^>portanitie8  of  doing  an  importsnt  service  eittier  to  religion,  or  the  pubik, 
or  onr  ne^hboura :  therefore  our  bneiDcas  lies  ahnost  entirely  with  oursdvea 
and  our  own  minda,  to  cultivate  sudt  dispositionB  there  aa  may  keep  na 
ever  attentive  and  zealous  to  labour  for  tbe  general  interest,  and  tha  good  ol 
others  whenever  an  occasion  shall  preseat,  and  may  prepare  our  internal 
part  to  become  a  fit  member  in  tbe  Ungden  of  the  just. 

These  diapoaitions,  wherein  the  theologioal  aad  Moral  virtnei  eonsiat,  are. 
beat  improved  by  tbe  practice  of  good  works  done  in  parsnance  of  their  im* 
pulses :  for  a  man  can  never  strengthen  hia  dMiity  or  his  public  spirit,  so 
much  by  theoir  and  meditatioa,  as  bv  acta  of  kindness  or  reai  patriotism, 
where  neither  nme,  nor  interest,  nor  private  affection,  nor  expectation  of  a 
return  haa  any  sfaare  in  the  deed.  Bat  nnea  we  have  not  a  call  to  soeb 
good  works,  sufficient  to  keep  up  oar  propensity  to  do  them,  it  would  quickly 
languid  aod  become  eztmct  if  expedicsta  wera  not  provided  to  snppty  it 
contionally  with  fuel :  therefore  certain  tbit^  indifierent  in  tbemaelvaB  are 
enjoined,  that  we  may  have  an  qiportnnity  of  exerdsing  oar  obedience  in 
perfwoiing  the  injunction. 
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In  these  conusts  Religion  strictljr  bo  called,  irties  ^tu^ished  from 
DKHVlit)' :  and  the;  ore  tcoiDed  divine  serrices,  not  that  we  can  suppose  tbem 
of  mj  eerrice  to  God,  but  because  betog  of  no.  direet  appweot  service  either 
to  ovawtrm  or  our  fellaw-creatures,  we  perform  them  upon  an  (qtioion  of 
th^  being  pleoung  in  his  sight :  which  gives  them  a  sicailar  efficacy  upon 
our  minds  with  actual  good  works  done  upon  the  same  motive  of  pleasing 
him.  Therefore  are  they  consequentially  of  important  service,  both  to 
ouredves  and  all  whom  we  may  have  to  deal  with,  aa  they  nourish  in  us  an 
habitoal  tnut  and  dependence  upon  the  Almighty :  which  may  insure  us 
tranquiUity  of  mind  in  time*  <tf  difficulty  or  danger,  and  beget  in  as  a  rea- 
diness to  that  which  alone  he  will  esteem  a  service  to  himself,  the  doing 
good  to  biscreatures,  and  joining  in  every  gen^  intarest  wherein  he  shall 
be  pleased  to  affivd  as  an  <q>porta&ity  of  becoming  in  any  little  degree  in* 
■tnunental. 

This  then  being  t&eir  design,  if  we  keep  this  in  memory,  it  will  help  to 
direct  OS  intheose  and  application  of  them:  fiM*  we  are  not  to  imagine  onr- 
•olves  the  better  merely  for  having  attended  divine  services,  aermons,  private 
prayer,  paslm-ainging,  reading,  maditE^on,  or  th«  like,  but  for  the  efiect 
worked  by  them  upon  onr  heails,  in  the  improvement  of  any  good  habitual 
sentiment  there.  But  that  effect  will  correspond  exactly  with  our  manage* 
meat  in  the  exercise  of  them.  If  we  go  through  it  only  to  please  the  world 
or  our  superiors,  it  will  be  of  none  anil  at  all :  if  we  perform  the  ontward 
actions  perfunctorily  npon  a  peranaaion  of  their  being  duties,  it  is  better 
than  nothing ;  for  every  act  of  obedience,  however  slovenly  paid,  will  help 
to  fix  the  sense  of  a  superior  power,  to  whom  some  duty  is  owing :  yet  it  is 
very  little  better  than  nothing,  as  it  can  beget  only  a  servile  dread  (U  a  rigorous 
master,  whose  orders  we  iraut  comply  with  that  he  may  nut  be  angry  with 
BB.  And  if  we  do  our  work  by  starts,  or  remissly,  the  efibct  will  he  propor- 
tionable to  the  temper  wherein  we  receive  it. 

Wherefore  it  bdiovee  na  all  dong  in  our  divine  aa^ices  to  endeavour 
casting  oar  minds  into  the  posture  aoitable  to  that  speculative  or  practical 
virtue,  whether  trust,  or  hi^,  or  humility,  or  self-denial  or  prudence,  or 
charity,  whidi  they  are  respectively  adapted  to  encourage  :  for  their  opera- 
tion is  not  like  a  charm,  by  sapernatural  efficacy,  but  by  mechanical  influence 
of  language,  gestures,  and  objects,  upon  the  imagination  i  and  if  the  Holy 
Sjririt  be  aiding,  it  is  not  so  much  by  giving  additional  force  to  the  means 
of  grace,  as  by  co-operating  with  the  endeavours  of  the  recipient.  But  some 
of  onr  services  being  conuderably  long,  there  are  persons  who  complain 
they  cannot  keep  np  the  proper  attentirai  throughout ;  it  may  then  be  re- 
commended to  select  twit  parts  as  are  most  profitable,  or  they  can  most 
heartily  join  in  :  however,  let  them  try  what  they  can,  and  if  they  really 
do  so,  they  will  do  enough.  And  perhaps  the  length  was  calculated  for  the 
benefit  of  such  persDns  as  can  pick  np  ten  minutes'  attention  here  and  there 
oat  of  an  hour,  who  conld  not  carry  it  On  the  wholo  ten  minutes  at  one 
stretch :  if  this  were  the  case,  we  must  suppose  every  generation  grows 
more  giddy  than  the  ftmner ;  for  additions  have  been  tnaue  every  now  and 
then  to  our  offices,  Init  never  any  retrenchments. 

3.  But  the  manner  of  performing  oar  religious  exercises  will  depend  in 
great  measure  upon  the  sfurit  or  motive  wherewith  we  enter  upon  them, 
wbicb  I  conceive  had  better  he  that  of  hope  and  advantage,  than  fear  or 
obligation.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  you  cannot  bring  people  of  no  religion 
into  any  without  suggesting  motives  of  terror  and  necessity  :  for  Religion 
has  nothing  inviting  to  their  palate,  by  which  you  nii;;hl  allure   them,  d"- 
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anything  profitable  io  their  eatimation  by  which  you  mtg-ht  tempt  them, 
because  they  have  no  idea  of  profit  unleu  in  the  increase  of  their  poweaaiona, 
or  gratification  of  their  deeire*  and  homoura.  So  you  moat  repreaent  it  as 
an  indispensable  duty,  which  they  must  acquit  themselves  of  at  their  ntmoet 
jieril :  therefore  I  nm  not  for  discarding  those  engines,  as  being  needfiil 
enough  with  persons  and  npon  occaaions,  where  wanted.  But  for  mch  as 
have  made  any  iutimacy  with  Religion,  and  have  taated  the  sweets  of  a 
rational  and  regular  conduct,  a  diapassionate,  benign,  and  holy  temper  of 
mind,  I  think  tluy  may  find  more  noble  ioducementa  to  cany  them  tbroogh 
the  exercises  that  tend  to  increase  those  bleaeinga  in  them,  than  the  dread 
of  mischief,  or  thought  of  a  task  that  must  be  finished. 

Nor  do  I  pretend  to  deny  there  is  an  obligation  to  those  exercises,  nor 
that  grievous  mischief  wiU  ensue  upon  the  omission ;  but  it  is  not  miaenal  in 
common  life  to  do  things  we  are  obliged  to,  without  any  thought  of  the 
obligation,  where  we  have  other  incitements  starting  foremost  to  ti^e  notice. 
He  that  passes  through  a  turnpike  must  pay  the  toll,  or  his  horses  will  be 
seized ;  but  if  the  road  be  very  convenient  for  him,  and  made  safe  and 
smooth  from  miry  and  foundroos  it  was  before,  the  toll  comes  from  him  ia 
the  natnre  of  a  voluntary  contribution,  nor  does  he  once  think  of  the  seizure. 
He  that  should  behave  nidely,  indecently,  and  ofiensively  in  company, 
would  run  the  hazard  of  being  tnmed  out  of  it,  and  losing  his  character : 
those  would  be  very  disagreeable  events,  yet  who  of  ns  ever  finds  occasion 
to  carry  them  in  conteipplatiou  ?  for  use  and  the  pleasure  and  credit  of  civil 
deportment  engage  us  to  it  effectually.  In  like  manner,  how  obligatory 
soever  the  duties  of  Religion  be,  while  we  have  a  just  sense  of  the  benefits 
accruing  from  them,  this  will  turn  the  oUigation  into  matter  of  choice  and 
prudence,  so  that  We  shaQ  escape  tbe  dangerwithout  thinking  of  it :  we  need 
only  reserve  our  apprehensions  as  motives  lying  dormant  in  the  box,  ready 
to  assist  in  the  scale  at  scuons  when  passion,  pletuore,  or  indolence  press 
BO  hard  upon  us  that  our  mnnl  sense  becomes  too  feeble  to  actuate  us 

But  that  Religion  has  been  made  so  much  e  task  and  terror,  I  apprehend 
owing  to  the  cr^  of  former  ages :  for  there  is  nothing  like  frighting  men 
to  make  them  governable,  and  to  open  an  easy  introduction  for  gainful  super- 
btiiions.  Our  modem  enthusiasts,  though  perhaps  they  have  not  so  deep 
dcEigns  as  their  predecessors,  employ  the  same  engine  to  draw  crowded 
mobs  aronnd  them.  They  persoade  men  that  nobody  can  be  saved  who 
does,  not  first  believe  hinucuf  actually  in  a  state  of  damnation :  they  have 
the  words  perdition,  reprobation,  hell  flames,  and  eternal  torments,  perpe- 
tually in  their  mouths  :  delight  to  describe  the  terrors  of  the  last  judgment, 
when  the  ridi  and  mighty  of  thia  world  shall  be  haled  about  by  devOs,  and 
mankind  in  general  be  overwhelmed  in  the  unfathomable  gnlph,  except  a 
very  few  of  their  own  fbUowers :  yet  are  these  continually  liable  to  be  drawn 
afide  among  the  multitndes,  unless  they  n^lect  their  lawful  professions  to 
follow  lectures  and  practise  aosterities  prescribed  them ;  so  are  always  kept 
in  the  terror  of  a  person  walking  along  the  icy  brink  of  a  precipice,  every 
moment  in  danger  of  Ailling  irrecoverably,  if  he  chance  to  cast  off  his  eye 
upon  any  other  ol^ect. 

These  topics  of  rhetoric  mi^tdogood  servioe,jadtciotisly  applied,  would 
but  the  professors  submit  to  me  govemnxent  of  more  disceniing  faeitdk  than 
their  own,  who  should  put  into  their  hands  only  the  vohiptuoas,  the  de- 
buuched,  the  giddy,  the  grossminded,  and  the  sanguine,  npon  whom  ther 
luight  ivork  more  powerfully  tliun  any  rational  diiicour«e»i   but  to  the 
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phlegmatic,  the  eerioaa,  the  nealt- nerved,  and  the  timorons,  with  vhom' 
Hope  is  the  virtue  wherein  they  are  already  toobI  deficient,  but  who  I  be- 
lieve make  up  the  gross  of  their  congrcgatioDB,  thia  regimen  is  anwit 
poison,  fit  only  ta  drive  the  patient  into  desperation  or  madness.  In  short, 
they  too  much  resemble  Doctor  Sangredo,  who  prescribed  bleeding  and 
copioaa  draughts  of  warm  water  for  all  distempers,  the  dropsy  and  the 
atrophy,  as  well  aa  the  fever,  the  surfeit,  and  the  plethora. 

Nor  are  other  more  reasonable  teachers,  eepeoally  among  die  Bectariee, 
wholly  exempt  from  the  like  indiscretion,  probably  throogh  laziness  or 
incapacity  to  do  better,  because  fear  is  the  easiest  passion  for  an  orator  to 
work  upon ;  and  being  more  fond  of  producing  gmt  effiicts  vpon  their 
audience  than  caredd  to  conaider  whether  those  effects  be  good  or  bad,  they 
apply  to  the  most  sensible  part  of  the  human  composition.  By  this  manage- 
ment Religion  becomes  a  melancholy  burdensome  thing,  which  nobody 
would  submit  to  if  it  were  not  for  the  dreadful  miseries  consequent  upon 
the  n^lect  of  it.  Tbe  pious  are  affrighted,  instead  of  being  exhorted  or 
persuaded,  into  their  devotions,  which  vitiates  the  performance  of  tbem ; 
for  a  man  can  never  do  his  work  so  well  in  a  fright,  aa  by  a  calm  and 
detenninate  resolution  to  do  his  beat  upon  a  persuasion  of  ita  being  for  his 
benefit. 

Hence  come  the  anxieties  and  sospidons  nf  having  ^ed  in  due  reverence 
and  devotion;  the  sighs  and  groane,  the  turaed-ap  eyes  and  mortified 
countenances  of  the  godly ;  which  besides  the  hurt  and  disqnietude  it  brings 
upon  tikem,  does  an  injury  to  Religion  itself,  by  making  it  the  aversion  and 
laughing-stock  of  the  world ;  and  I  suppose  gave  occasion  to  my  Lord 
Shaftesbury  to  object,  that  so  much  care  is  taken  of  our  future  happiness  as 
to  make  va  throw  away  all  our  present.  For  this  were  not  true  of  genuine 
Rdigion,  which  though  it  may  sometimes,  and  that  very  rarely,  require  us 
to  sacrifice  our  private  pleasures  and  interests  in  its  service,  jet  is  there  no 
real  act  of  sound  Religion  that  does  not  tend  to  the  good  ordW,  the  benefit, 
and  happiness  of  mai^ind  in  this  life.  ^  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver,  so 
is  he  best  pleased  with  a  willing  obedience,  unforced  by  the  terror  of  punish- 
ment or  necessity  ot  ohUgation.  Therefore  we  serve  him  moat  acceptably 
when  persuaded  that  thereby  we  serve  ourselves  i  for  he  wants  nothing  of 
us  but  that  we  should  embrace  the  means  of  improving  our  nature  which  h« 
has  vouchsafed  us.  • 

4.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  but  perfect  love 
casteth  out  fear :  while  the  love  remains  imperfect,  and  at  intervals  wherein 
it  cannot  raise  a  glow  of  warmth  enough  to  set  our  spirits  in  motion,  we 
must  supply  the  deficiency  by  fear ;  but  whatever  we  can  do  by  love  will  be 
much  better  done  than  by  any  other  spring.  But  the  love  of  God,  as  ex- 
plained before  in  the  Chapter  on  Charity,  is  a  different  kind  of  sentiment 
from  that  we  ought  to  hear  our  neighbour  r  it  is  not  the  desire  of  benefiting 
the  party  who  is  the  object  of  it,  for  we  cannot  anywhere  find  fuel  to  feed 
such  a  desire;  it  is  a  filial  dependence  upon  God  as  the  author  of  all  good,  and 
a  well-grounded  persuasion  that  whatever  we  do  with  a  rational  idea  of 
pleasing  him  will  prove  most  beneficial  to  ourselves,  or  the  common  interest 
of  our  fellow-creatures.  Yet  there  are  great  mistakes  in  the  exhortations 
to  thie  love :  for  men  are  enjoined  it  as  a  duty,  and  threatened  with  what 
will  happen  to  them  if  they  fail  in  it.  So  fond  are  some  folks  of  fear,  that 
they  would  make  it  do  everything,  and  extract  the  flame  of  love  out  of  this 
chilling  principle  r  which  seems  an  unnatural  way  of  proceeding,  not  ui»- 
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like  die  Virtnoao's  icbeme,  who  would  needs  try  to  make  a  bttraing-gUw 
of  ice. 

But  affection  and  pereuaiicH)  do  not  lie  onder  our  command  to  raise  tliem 
in  what  degree,  or  turn  them  upon  what  object*  we  please,  by  mere  diot  of 
resolutiui :  so  the  daty  can  extend  no  further  than  to  the  dihgeut  applica- 
tion of  the  means  natm^y  efficacioos  to  jirodoce  tham.  We  cannot  pos- 
sibly fri^t  ourselves  into  love,  nor  into  the  belief  of  a  thing  whereof  we  do 
ant  discern  the  evidence :  all  that  fear  can  do  in  this  case  is  to  stiSe  enrcon- 
setonaness  of  wanting  the  afiecttoa  and  the  belief,  that  tlie  shame  ol  it  may 
not  stare  us  in  the  face,  which  can  only  tend  to  teach  na  an  hypocriEy  so 
covert  as  to  deceive  war  very  selves,  and  thereby  prevent  our  uoing  the 
[Hoper  remedies,  for  caring  the  sore,  because  not  peiceiving  that  we  have 
one.  Love  can  no  otherwise  be  acquired  than  by  a  sense  of  amiablenew  in 
the  object,  and  that  sense  must  spring  from  a  disoemmeDt  of  its  tendency  to 
something  we  desired  before.  Therefore  the  only  way  to  make  it  sincere 
and  hearty  is  by  observation  of  the  benefits  accruing  to  ns  from  Religion,  in 
improving  the  serenity  of  our  roiad  and  regulaiity  of  our  conduct. 

By  praying  to  God  we  increase  our  trust  snd  dependenoe  on  him,  as  a 
sure  protection  in  all  iituatiouB ;  by  praising  him  we  recall  many  blessingv 
to  our  thoughts  we  should  otherwise  have  overlooked  or  forgotten,  and 
thereby  become  better  Batiafied  with  our  condition ;  by  confession,  we  grow 
acquainted  with  our  defects,  and  which  way  to  apply  our  cares  for  curing 
tbnn :  by  pn^easion  of  Faith  we  ioculcate  the  convictions  of  our  understanding 
upon  our  imagination,  making  them  habitual  and  practical  perenasioas :  Irr 
intercession  we  extend  our  Charity  to  all  anmnd  us,  not  excepting  the  worth' 
less  and  the  wicked :  by  expressions  of  forgiveness  we  quench  the  sparks  of 
revenge,  envy,  anger,  animoeity,  and  all  unruly  passions  that  would  make 
havoc  in  our  breafts ;  by  ackaowledgsieBt  of  the  Kviue  WiMlom  in  bringing 
forth  good  oat  of  both  good  and  evil,  we  find  encoarsgement  to  the  exercise 
of  OUT  little  powers,  and  learn  patience  under  misfortnnea,  cross  accidents, 
and  inimieB  tiiat  fall  apcm  us ;  by  pious  resolntioaa  we  gather  strength  to 
give  our  judgment  the  mastery  over  sudden  humour  and  fond  incliitation : 
by  compliance  with  ceremonies  we  inure  ourselves  to  discipline,  and  render 
OUT  inferior  faonltiee  more  tractable  by  the  prudential  rules  of  our  own 
reason.  To  gothrough  every  particular  would  be  endless;  but  we  may  say, 
in  short,  there  is  no  religious  exercise  rightly  perfonn^  which  does  not 
help  to  improve  the  growth  of  some  aalntary  virtue,  and  no  virtue  which 
may  not  reoeive  nourishment  from  some  religious  exercise. 

1  do  not  doubt  there  are  many  persona  who  have  experienced,  that  on 
coming  out  ftota  their  devotions,  they  feel  themselves  in  a  manner  new 
creatnrea ;  they  seem  above  the  world  and  all  its  allurementa ;  they  have  no 
sensoal  deatre*.  nor  vanity,  nor  selfishness,  nor  reaentmeut,  nor  illwiU  to 
anybody :  no  bias  to  indulgence  and  indolence,  no  repining  at  their  condi- 
tion, fretfulneai  at  acddenta  be&llen  them,  nor  uneasy  dread  of  dangers 
whereto  human  nature  is  liable :  but  are  inspired  with  the  stoical  love  of 
rectitude  for  its  own  sake,  and  could  almost  do  and  suffer  anything  for  the 
gjory  they  have  had  in  contemplation  before  them.  And  though  they  find 
thooe  impmaions  quickly  obscured  by  the  common  business  of  life  aa  soon 
as  they  begin'  to  engage  in  it  again,  yet  will  they  gather  some  additional 
strength  upon  every  renewal,  until  at  length  they  come  to  have  an  influence 
u))on  the  general  tenor  of  mind  and  practice,  moulding  them  into  the  frame 
wherein  solid  h^pinesa  and  usefulness  of  character  consist.     The  knowledge 
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of  thn«  deurable  efftcti  will  make  &em  fed  a  sena^ile  joy  on  having  auc- 
ceeded  in  fofanuag  their  reUgknu  (hticB  i*dl,  and  give  them  vexatioD 
wfaeneret  conaciona  oi  not  bavmg  impraved  tb^  opportunitie*  aa  they 
might :  which  of  ctnme  miKht  excite  an  eamcrt  dwe  to  mamige  better 
uioAer  time,  as  matlsr  of  the  hi^cst  expwticnce,  and  wooU  nrge  them  to 
dKJr  doty,  altboogfa  there  went  no  threiAenings  uuMXed  to  tbe  neglect  of 
it,  nor  difigation  to  tender  it  iadnpeni^le. 

6.  Yet,  when  raised  above  fcsr  bf  having  gotten  soother  principle, 
enabtiag  tu  to  do  onr  work  better  without  it,  there  is  stilt  a  danger  to  be 
gnaided  againit,  and  that  is  from  vanity,  lliere  are  aonu  people  lAo  do 
not  ao  mod)  deaireto  be  good,  as  to  be  better  than  otbersi  aa  if  Religion 
waa  only  n  Becondnry  aim,  to  rriae  onr  credit  with  the  wmM  or  in  oar  own 
eatimatkip.  But  thu  motive  inll  vitiate  ovr  performaooes  more  than  that 
of  the  fear  we  have  diicarded ;  for  there  are  few  thinga  more  i^poeite  to 
the  apirit  of  Religion  than  vani^F',  aa  being  incompatible  with  Charity,  and 
a  hearty  leal  for  any  general  interest.  The  vain  nuut  ha*  alwaya  a  wparate 
interert  of  hi*  own,  which  ia  promoted  by  the  ill  neoeas  of  bis  neighbour, 
and  whoever  coaoea  i^n  a  line  with  hnn  stands  in  bis  way :  therafovc  he  is 
pspetaully  tempted  to  oenaore,  misconetrue,  and  depreciate,  nor  can  ever 
hewtily  endcnvoor  to  hnpTore  a  virtue  in  another  person,  anless  in  order  to 
boast  of  baa  own  perforrnanoe,  and  triumph  over  him  tiwrenpon ;  neither 
will  he  be  secnre  i^ainat  the  temptaticm  of  making  a  merit  of  his  piety, 
aecretly  in  his  own  imaginatioa  even  with  God  hinwelf. 

Bat  it  ia  very  mwafe  to  be  fond  of  drawing  comparisons  wiA  o&ers  npon 
way  anbjects,  especially  those  relating  to  religious  and  moral  vtrtoea :  or 
■cnitniiring  into  tlieir  actions,  nnlees  for  oar  own  inetroction  by  observing 
their  sneccBses  and  nuscani^es  impartially,  togedier  with  the  causes  of 
tbeiB.  lie  best  way  will  be  to  oonnier  Rd^on  as  a  beneficial  thuag,  and 
•tody  diligently  bow  to  make  oar  «wn  adrantogee  of  it ;  never  troubling  our 
heads  with  what  other  people  do,  unless  as  oeeasion  oilers  to  assirt  them. 
For  we  need  not  be  afraid  of  retarding  onmlvea  by  helping  mother  for- 
ward :  Hcnven  ia  big  eiKugli  to  hold  us  all,  nor  shall  we  find  a  wbit  the 
more  diffiradty  in  getting  in  for  seeing  tbousands  besides  travel  with  greater 
speed  1  on  the  contrary,  since  die  general  interests  of  the  species,  in  the  per- 
fecting human  nature,  is  to  be  completed  by  the  jdnt  labonrs  of  moltitades, 
■he  mMrc  we  see  setting  tiieir  hands  to  the  work,  and  the  greater  profidency 
they  make,  tiM  better  reason  we  have  tar^ice. 

And  the  cnsttHu  ofrags^iogreligioasezereisesw  matter  of  prudence  and 
advantage,  will  asaiBt  ns  in  awaiting  the  meaawe,  aa  well  as  the  manner  of 
theat.  Not  tiiat  I  woald  pcaaaade  anybody  fo  rdy  solely  upon  his  own 
jadgment  in  this  point,  bat  have  a  doe  rsgard  to  anthority,  established 
uage,  example,  and  racommecKlation  of  persens  itf  a  judictous  piety :  but 
it  should  be  reraembered  tkere  are  extremes  on  both  sides :  a  men  may  be 
righteous  over  mncfa,  as  righteonsBMia  ia  understood  ol  aeraduities  in  ex- 
ternala,  as  well  as  too  litUe ;  the  learned  and  pioos  sometimes  have  their 
whima  and  extntxagances,  as  well  as  the  bean  and  the  gitMygiri:  andtbedr- 
cnmatanoss  cf  sitnation  and  tamperament  will  moke  £at  inexpedient  at  one 
aeaaon  which  waa  pnfitaUe  at  another.  Everv  man  has  sotm  judgment 
of  hiaawBifhe  waitakecsae  toutert  tt,  aadttoughit  does  not  become 
Um  torafbse  osT'lielpe  at  hand  to  assist  it,  yet  neither  ought  be  to  forbear 
maUas  the  beat  use  <rf  it  ha  can.  Tlierefore  it  is  dangeroos  to  pin  an  im- 
plicit btith  npon  some  particular  doctor  or  writer,  because  his  whirasiea 
happen  to  etnke  our  ftucy  by  tallying  with  our  own :  we  are  not  to  cry,  I 
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amof  Paul,  nor  I  of  Apollo*,  but  I  am  of  Christ ;  that  ia,  ofAatluad  wbom 
we  follow  best  and  eerre  hegt,  by  doing  any  little  real  Barice  to  hia  body, 
or  any  the  smallest  member  of  it ;  not  brgetting  our  own  spiribul  part, 
which  ia  one  of  hia  memben. 

It  behoves  ua  to  try  all  things  and  hold  fast  by  the  best ;  bnt  if  we  do 
not  try  calmly  and  carefully,  we  ahall  ran  a  hazard  of  holding  fost  by  the 
worst.  Whence  it  appears  highly  expedient  to  exercise  what  judgment  we 
have,  both  npon  persona  and  things,  observing  from  time  to  time  what 
effect  our  religious  exerdset  produce  upon  oor  minda  and  our  manners :  for 
they  have  no  intrinsic  value,  but  it  is  their  tendency  alone  to  work  a  good 
effect  that  makes  them  duties  pleasing  to  God :  we  may  be  a  little  awkward 
in  maluDg  our  observations  at  first,  but  practice  will  bring  us  gradually  to 
be  more  expert.  If  then  we  find  they  leave  none,  or  a  very  transient  im- 
pression behind  ;  if  they  call  as  off  from  the  active  duties  of  our  statioii, 
from  our  attention  to  the  services  we  may  do  one  another  ;  if  they  make  oa- 
ntelancholy,  desponding,  fretful,  morose,  contemptuoju,  vain,  cenaoriotta, 
or  inequitable  ;  if  they  nonrish  our  bdolence  under  a  notion  of  siq>erseding 
the  practical  duties  by  atoning  for  the  omission  of  them ;  if  tliey  m^e  na 
too  important  in  our  own  estimation,  urging  ns  to  vie  with  the  Apoetles 
and  primitive  Martyrs,  and  nndertake  exploits  hx  above  our  talents;  we 
may  conclude  assuredly,  that  we  have  been  hnlty,  either  in  the  choice  of 
them,  or  in  the  manner  or  the  measure  of  performing  them. 

For  some  of  those  inconveniences  above  mentioned  will  ensue  from  the 
excess  of  devotion,  when  carried  on  so  long  nnttl  it  becomes  a  dead  form, 
without  any  alacrity  of  mind  to  give  it  life :  for  even  onr  mental  functions 
depend  upon  the  organs  of  onr  machinery  which  can  continue  thor  play 
only  for  a  certain  time,  and  if  we  go  on  to  force  them  beyond  their  ttrength, 
they  will  throw  in  uneasy  sensations,  quickly  corrupting  to  all  the  gloomy 
and  sour  humours.  It  is  true,  the  commerce  of  the  world  ia  apt  to  renda 
them  stiff,  so  that  tome  force  and  exertion  is  necessary  to  make  them  do 
what  tfaay  can  :  bnt  it  ia  oor  business  to  find  out  by  eiperi»ice  and  obser- 
vation, what  they  are  capable  of  performing  with  spirit,  beyond  whidi  we 
can  expect  no  service  from  them  either  agreeable  to  God,  or  profitable  to 
oorselvea. 

G.  But  Uiere  is  one  set  of  religions  exncises,  those  I  mean  relating  to 
humiliation,  the  uae  of  which  seems  very  little  understood,  and  tberoore 
deserves  a  particular  consideration.  1  believe  it  is  now  pretty  much  oat 
of  feshion,  becanse  the  generality  of  mankind  are  too  fond  of  indulg  mce 
and  thinking  highly  of  themselves,  ever  to  cast  their  eyes  willingly  upon 
an  object  that  may  tend  to  mCHtify  them ;  but  for  that  very  reason  it  might 
prove  the  more  serviceable,  if  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  once  in  a  while 
to  do  it.  Those  who  practise  this  eierdee  perhaps  ore  the  least  susceptible 
of  benefit  therefrom,  coDsidering  the  idea  wherein  they  enter  upon  it  being 
pereona  of  cold  and  timorous  oonstitntions,  who  esteem  it  their  dnty  to  aN 
fiict  and  think  the  worst  of  themselves  possible ;  whereby  they  only  ncrease 
the  defect  in  their  natural  tempeisment,  and  po^oade  themselves  that  tbe 
very  act  of  humiliatiou  without  reference  to  consequences  is  an  acceptable 
sacrifice.  But  it  is  an  unworthy  notion  of  the  dva  of  all  blessings,  to 
imagine  him  de%hted  with  the  afflictitw  of  his  creatures,  tmlesi  when  it 
tends  to  their  greater  benefit :  it  is  then  worth  while  to  inquire  what  are  Ae 
benefits  of  hoimliatian,  and  whether  the  same  may  not  be  obtained  witbont 
making  it  a  melancholy  and  ofHicting  work. 

A  man  living  in  some  of  the  back  Ectllcroants  of  A-nerica,  on  beariog 


by  Google 


DIVINE  SERVICES.  429 

there  is  a  party  of  enemy  Indians  coming  that  way,  will,  I  eappo«e.  examine 
carefully  into  the  state  and  condition  ol  bis  house,  particolilrly  the  weak 
parts  of  it,  inspecting  the  doors  and  windows,  and  searching  for  any  Ioob- 
eoed  panel  in  the  walls  where  the^  might  possibly  break  in :  he  will  look 
over  all  his  arms  and  ammunition,  to  see  what  he  has  in  store,  and  whether 
there  be  any  mit  or  damp  or  defect  among  them  :  and  all  this  he  will  do 
without  taking  pains  to  a^ict  himself  at  what  he  finds  amiss,  but  in  order 
to  provide  for  his  neceesary  defence  upon  having  a  dioroogh  knowledge  of 
his  wants  and  his  weaknesses. 

He  that  has  an  infinn  constitntion  wiU  do  wisely  to  make  himself  well  ac- 
qnunted  with  his  particolar  infirmities,  to  observe  what  kind  and  quantity  of 
diet,  what  accidents,  employments, and  exerciseB  have  disagreed  with  him;  that 
be  may  not  think  too  lughly  of  his  stoutness  so  as  to  brave  weathers,  under- 
take ^gnes,  or  indulge  in  entertainments  that  wonld  hurt  him.  If  he  vex 
and  fret  at  being  no  stouter,  it  will  do  him  no  good  either  in  his  health  or 
in  the  eye  of  Heaven  ;  nor  can  the  knowledge  of  his  infirmities  profit  him 
otherwise  than  by  exciting  his  vigilance  to  use  every  caution  against  what- 
ever mi^t  increase  them,  and  pnisue  every  regimen  and  management  that 
may  help  to  amend  them.  In  like  manner  it  is  highly  expedient  for  ns,  who 
are  all  of  very  crazy  constitutiani  in  the  internal  part,  and  have  dangers 
and  enemies  perpetually  surrounding  us  widmut  doors,  to  take  oursdvea 
ints  dose  examination,  particularly  on  the  went  nde  of  our  characters : 
bat  we  ongfat  to  do  it  impartially,  not  tiiinking  to  merit  by  making  matters 
wone  than  they  are  ;  for  we  have  groas  fiulings  enow  to  contemplate,  and 
if  we  dwell  too  strongly  upon  the  trivial,  it  is  a  shrewd  presamptioii  we  have 
overiooked  the  more  flagrant. 

Nor  is  there  any  Religion  in  tryii^  to  afSict  ourselres  at  die  discovery : 
our  groaning*  make  no  sweet  mdody  among  the  heavenly  choirs,  ndtlKT 
can  they  answer  any  good  end  to  ouradvea  nnless  we  be  so  lumpish  a  com- 
podtion  as  never  to  stir  without  the  dread  of  smart,  and  have  nd  desire  for 
anything  beneficial,  nor. laudable  ambition  to  rise  a  little  step  higher  in  the 
scale  of  virtue.  Some  displeasure  will  naturally  arise  upon  the  view  of  our 
ilisordera  the  first  time  we  turn  our  reflection  that  way,  but  he  that  has 
been  used  to  the  exercise  knows  beforehand  what  he  is  to  expect ;  so  his  im- 
perfection is  nothing  new  to  him  that  he  should  be  mortified  at  the  discovery : 
the  particular  examination  of  it  is  rather  a  cheerful  work,  because  giving 
him  hopes  that  be  shaD  gather  information  from  tbence  how  to  proceed  in 
the  m^fyiag  it ;  it  is  like  the  search  made  by  a  mariner,  who  knows  his 
ship  is  Inky,  and  tbinks  it  the  luckiest  thing  in  the  world  if  he  can  find 
out  all  the  leaks,  because  till  then  he  has  no  chance  of  stopping  them. 
Therefore  be  will  search  industriously  into  all  his  cormptione  and  ell  his 
weaknesses,  what  iiregnlar  deaires  be  has,  what  unruly  passions  and  inve- 
terate habits,  in  what  particular  virtues  he  Mie  most  deficient,  wherein  be 
has  done  amiss,  or  not  so  well  as  be  mig^t  upon  the  occasion,  what  temp- 
tations have  been  most  apt  to  prevail  upon  him,  and  what  were  the  real 
motives  of  actions  for  which  be  has  been  most  forward  to  applaud  himself. 

These  inquirtea  will  teach  him  not  to  think  of  himself  more  bi^y  than 
he  ought  to  think,  nor  to  be  too  secure  against  attacks,  nor  yet  above  im- 
provanent ;  yet  neither  need  they  make  him  despond,  as  knowing  that 
forewarned  is  forearmed,  and  that  the  sense  of  his  imperfections  will  bring 
him  vrithin  the  verge  of  that  protection  which  will  raise  him  so  iai  above 
them  as  is  needful  in  this  vale  of  mortality :  they  will  convince  him  that 
he  is  not  a  completely  rational  creature,  nor  entire  master  of  liia  own 
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thongfata  and  actions,  therefore  mwt  «m  maaiigemeat  witii  himaelfand 
prooeed  with  cantian,  taking  the  beonfit  of  whatever  helps  are  aflbrded 
him ;  and  wiU  ^ve  Mm  a  cM)do«r,  a  aoBipasiioD,  and  feUow  feeling  to- 
irards  imperfections  be  eeea  in  other  persons.  Some  such  examination,  I 
apprdwnd,  wonld  be  pailiculaiiy  salu&ury  to  the  fVee-thinker,  as  it  might 
abate  hie  raper-BbDBdant  self-snfficiencj,  and  his  high -opinion  of  hnmaii 
leason,  which  is  his  grand  iafiraiity  introducing  a  tboiuand  others :  for  he 
nms  ioto  errors  and  ebnrdities  by  thiakbg  too  highly  of  bimaelf,  and  he 
thinks  too  highlj'  of  himself  for  want  of  knowing  hinisdf. 

Bttt  on*  blemishes  and  foibles  are  a  yery  uBwelcone  prospect,  which  the 
^v  doOT  not  willingly  fix  upon,  but  is  apt  to  skisa  lightly  over,  onlew  tlure 
be  soeae  additioDal  weight  besides  expedience  hong  Hpon  the  •ttentioa  to 
keep  it  steady  to  the  wotk.  Tbmiim  it  is  oomaonly  Fcoommended  to 
make  tins  acerciae  a  matter  of  devotioa,  and  nuk  it  among  the  diviiK  eer- 
rioea :  beeanse  hj  facing  ourselves  moK  isamedtately  in  the  fmeacx  of 
God,  and  drawing  ont  the  list  irf'  dot  conniptiana  as  it  were  for  his  inapec- 
tion,  w«  shdl  be  lihdy  to  do  it  «ore  completely.  For  we  daae  not  pre- 
THieate  with  the  Beaicher  of  he*rbs  (  and  the  awe  of  the  divine  Majesty 
before  whom  we  atand,  will  make  «b  wion  ««rneat,  morn  honest  aad  iiA. 
partial  in  the  eeratiny :  whereby  we  nay  diaeoier  Inrkiag  aomiptjoptw,  ae- 
crat  prcpenaitiea,  and  mai^  w^ottifiable  molivea,  having  given  the  Teal 
spnng  to  onr  mart  speeioaa  performanoee,  which  would  have  eeo«^  us  in 
tha  ordinary  way  of  meditataoa  witfaout  tjie  okeck  of  that  bridle  apon  <Ma- 
imaginatian. 

7.  Very  graat  stress  has  been  laid  t^ion  tbe  duty  of  futu^,  wbioh  being 
a  medidne  in  the  spiritual  dispensary,  the  qualities  and  oeei  f}(  it  deserve 
to  be  wall  oonsidered  before  it  be  preMribed.  Now  I  conceive  it  operates 
as  a  danptr  of  the  ^irita,  and  wesfcener  of  titat  attachnten^  we  have  to  lh« 
oomtaon  enjoymenla  and  engBgaments  of  life :  ther^bre  oii^bt  to  be  adiai- 
■nstared  to  aac^  patioitB  with  whom  tibat  intentioB  is  requisite  to  be  fmnued, 
and  in  no  greater  msMure  Uwn  aoSces  to  answer  it. 

Bnt  there  are  various  degrees  of  festing :  tite  abstineBce  from  aH  food, 
or  from  flesh  meats,  for  whole  days  together,  was  strongly  onjaiaed  in 
fanner  times,  pcchaps  not  eo  mnch  for  the  aak«  of  Beli^on,  as  to  feroe  m^i 
by  tbe  ineowramenoea  <rf  it  bo  pwtiliase  a  disp^uaUoa  witii  their  susey : 
•o  that  ha  waa  the  beat  sea  «f  tlie  Church,  not  who  starved  hinwif  sKist. 
but  who  gane  asost  largely  Co  be  excused  from  the  obligation  to  starve. 
Sndi  abetiiWBce  »i^  be  very  advisable  to  your  turtle  eaters,  city  feast 
honten,  and  persons  who  live  in  &  oontipwl  leuBd  of  |ileo&nr«s ;  bat  for 
<4d  women  uid  others  who  hare  fraqueat  neatsion  to  converse  with  ikar 
apodbeosriee,  I  hold  it  etaric  Bkugfat :  for  tiny  have  awe  need  rf  something 
to  raise  thdr  spirits  than  to  depreae  Unib.  and  their  eerupl^despondenciea, 
and  mamuifags,  prooeed  in  great  nvaaure  froas  itoomesa  of  Uood  or  atag- 
■atiau  W  the  wcnlating  joioas,  ooeMioned  ity  the  /c«Ue  tone  at  th«r  ves- 
sels, want  of  eMreise,  or  of  seasonable  recreeitian^  and  if  they  could  BM>ly 
with  more  ^ea  to  their  conawn  emplaymntii,  Hitj  night  retnni  from  than 
with  better  alaerity  to  their  devotione. 

Per  my  own  part;  who  am  of  a  isther  melsBdwiy  ten^perameot  and  cold 
digestian,  I  ooald  never  reap  any  benefit  Aom  fiHting,  tliiaugh  I  have  tried 
itfonBeriy.bBt  fbondit  enfeeble  nfunderatanding,  (md  nakemeless  fit  for 
teligloaB  exereisea:  and  had  I  eoatiiraed  it  liU  tbis  tiaie,  I  believe  my 
Chi^lesa  would  have  dissobed  into  a  water-gruel  Htfltij  and  been  still  more 
dcficioBA  than  Ibey  are  ia  a  lationid,  dteerfal  attain  of  piety. 
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Never^ideaa,  moderstion  and  tempemioe  can  do  hurt  to  no  man :  he 
may  keep  a  contiDaat  fiu4  in  thii  sense  with  good  pn>&t,  and  if  he  rise  up 
now  and  then  with  tuJf  a  meal,  he  may  find  hima^  lighter  and  more  alert 
for  any  eerions  application ;  at  least  it  will  inure  hi*  qipetitea  to  discipline, 
and  help  to  give  him  the  eommand  oTer  them  :  whidi  ia  the  more  needful 
becanse  civilitj  and  cnatom,  often  laying'  temptatiofiB  to  esceas  in  1^  wi^, 
it  would  be  doublj  dongerone  to  hare  a  domeatic  enemy  importnniag  bim. 
As  to  higher  degrees  of  ahetiaeaoe,  I  aball  not  pretend  to  decide  upon 
them :  since  they  are  strongly  recommended,  it  becomes  every  man  to  nuke 
the  trial ;  once  or  twiee  cannot  spoil  his  constitation,  and  then  he  may  con- 
sult erperience,  than  whom  he  cannot  have  a  phyudan  of  better  authoiity, 
for  the  continuing  or  leaving  them  off. 

Bat  in  whatever  measiuv  or  manner  he  prtuitisea  them,  it  wiU  be  expe- 
dient he  abonld  think  them  not  ao  miicfa  dutiea  in  themaelvea,  ts  means 
aasisting  him  to  perform  his  other  dnties  the  batter  :  for  if  he  regarda  them 
as  actn^  aervicea,  he  may  be  apt  to  imagine  that  after  having  gone  throngh 
BO  laborions  a  task,  he  fnay  be  allowed  a  lit^e  relaxation  from  attendiog  to 
his  conduct,  litis  most  neeib  throw  him  off  bia  guard  when  enteiing  into 
tiie  common  transactiona  of  life,  and  then  hit  passions  and  desires  having 
been  kept  snspended  for  a  while,  would  retnm  ttpoB  him  with  fredt  vigoar : 
vhich  might  make  bis  case  too  much  resemble  that  of  the  jaaa  oat  of  whom 
a  devil  hi^  been  caat,  and  he  returned  to  bia  house  and  fomid  it  awept  and 
garnished,  and  Uien  took  unto  him  seven  other  devils  more  wicked  tinm  the 
former,  ao  that  his  last  state  was  worse  than  the  first. 

S.  As  tbere  are  few  of  our  reli^pona  ezereiaea  which  have  not  a  oontido*- 
aUe  mixture  of  prayer,  it  will  be  worth  while  to  examine  into  the  nature  of 
that  species  of  devotion.  Prayer  ia  one  of  the  principal  means  of  grace, 
and  therein  Ilea  Its  whole  efficacy.  I  have  endeavonred  in  the  Ch^ter 
nnder  that  title  to  explain  &e  idea  of  Grace  considered  m  an  effect  woAed 
upon  na,  which  waa  a  dispoaitioii  of  mind  to  aome  sentimental  or  piactioad 
virtae,  with  more  than  common  vigour  and  alertness :  and  though  we  arel 
tanght  that  this. cannot  be  effected  without  aid  of  the  H<dy  Spirit,  yet  he 
never  producea  it  of  himself,  but  only  oo-operatea  with  our  endeavoura  to 
npply  their  want  of'strength ;  therefore  some  natural  meana  must  always 
be  pnt  in  nae  to  obtun  an  effusion  of  grace. 

No^  prayer  is  a  serioas  meditation  and  expression  of  our  denres  ia  the 
right  of  God,  and  as  ft  were  in  conversation  with  him :  we  are  indeed  never 
r^lly  out  of  his  sight  during  any  one  moment  of  our  livee,  though  npon 
common  occasions  we  think  nothing  of  it,  nor  is  it  always  convenient  that 
we  thoold,  therefore  can  receive  ao  effect  therefrom  upon  ouraetvea:  bat 
when  iiMginitig  onrselves  actually  before  him,  tiie  sdemnity  of  bis  iintn^ 
diate  presents  will  give  an  acnteneaa  to  our  meditations,  and  a  sinaarity  to 
our  desires,  which  will  make  us  judge  more  impaitiaUy  and  aoun^  than 
we  eould  otherwiae  have  done,  and  desire  things  heartily  to  whidi  at  olber 
times  wa  had  a  secret  reluctance.  And  aince  habits  are  learned  by  re- 
peated single  acts,  an  assiduity  in  prayer  has  a  nctara]  tendency  to  b«get 
yirtnes  in  us  that  coold  not  hare  b^  acquired  by  reason  and  inatiuctjon : 
in  which  way  alone  I  apprehend  it  ia  tiiat  we  receive  an  answer  to  ow 
prayers. 

It  ia  written.  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you ;  but  no  expositor  ever  understood  thereby  that 
we  aboold  receive  indiscriminately  wlwtever  we  please  to  aA  for.  The 
wiseat  among  ua  may  sometimes  ask  for  things  that  would  be  n '    ' ' 
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them  if  gnnted  :  Mid  thon^  they  Bhoold  confine  their  requeata  to  iocrcKse 
of  grace  Mid  virtue,  from  wbich  ibart  is  no  hazard  of  miacbief  to  them,  yet 
the  granting  it  maj  be  improper,  as  fnutnujng  those  grand  deaigns  of  l4o- 
Tidmce,  which  we  have  seen,  in  tome  preceding  Chapters,  are  worked  out 
lij  frailties  and  imperfections  amcmg  the  creatures.  Therefore  we  are  taught 
to  vnderitand  by  the  promise,  tliat  God  will  give  the  devout  worshipper 
what  he  knows  in  his  wisdom  wiU  be  good  for  him,  whether  captained  in 
the  petition  or  not,  so  far  as  is  oonsiBtent  with  the  good  of  other  creatures 
with  whom  he  stands  connected. 

But  we  cannot  believe  otherwise  than  that  God,  who  is  the  Author  of  all 
powers,  the  fountain  of  all  good  things,  will  of  hia  own  free  Bounty  give 
unto  his  creatures  all  the  good  that  is  proper  for  them,  and  has  already 
provided  measures  in  hia  conises  of  nature  and  fortune,  requisite  to  produc* 
it :  therefore  prayer  does  not  operate  upon  hiro,  but  upon  onraelvea.  For 
there  is  no  room  to  expect  that  our  importunities  should  prevail  upon  him 
to  depart  a  tittle  from  the  determination b  he  has  made  in  perfect  Wisdom, 
which  comprise  evervtbing,  that  is  to  befell  us ;  we  are  not  to  look  for  mi- 
raculous interpositions  among  the  notions  of  matter  on  our  behalf,  neither 
does  the  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  lie  in  turning  the  couTBe  of  events,  nor 
"■"■tpg  alterations  in  external  bodies,  hut  solely  in  working  upon  the  minda 

But  it  has  pleased  God.  to  make  the  right  exerdse  of  our  Rvewill  one 
among  the  causes  procuring  the  good  that  shall  be&ll  us,  and  to  render  the 
good  ne  gives  us  effectual  or  not.  according  to  the  di^Hisitlon  and  temper 
wherevrith  we  receive  it :  therefore  prayer,  having  a  natural  efficacv  to 
mend  the  state  and  disposition  of  the  heart,  will  enable  us  to  reap  the  be- 
nefit of  those  good  things  he  has  procured  for  us  and  put  into  our  power. 
So  it  is  truly  said.  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive,  though  we  cannot  move  God 
to  do  any  single  thing  he  would  not  have  done  wiuiont  our  prayer,  because 
we  may  move  ourselves  thereby  till  we  corae  within  the  stream  of  his 
blessings. 

Hence  it  follow*,  and  divines  constantly  recommend,  that  we  should  pray 
with  mignation,  for  though  we  ought  never  to  prefer  a  petition  which  we 
do  not  bdieve  in  our  sincere  judgmwt  beneficial  and  proper  for  us  to  attain, 
yet  we  may  be  mistakm.  in  which  case  God  wiD  not  give  us  the  thing  we 
desire,  but  a  better  in  lieo :  nor  will  he  alter  his  measures  upon  our  request, 
but  nve  that  whidi  he  has  already  made  our  devotion  a  natural  means  to 
obtain.  So  that  if  we  ask  with  devotion  we  may  be  sure  of  receiving,  not 
perhaps  the  voy  thing  we  have  set  our  hearts  upon,  but  some  improvement 
in  our  spiritual  port,  more  valuable  and  more  conducive  to  our  present 
solace  of  mind  and  to  our  future  interests. 

Hence  appean  likewise  that  the  benefit  of  prayer  depends  entirely  upon  the 
manner  of  petforming  it,  forifwedonot  pray  with  faith  we  might  full  as  well 
have  let  it  alone  :  but  by  Faith  we  are  not  to  understand  a  confident  assurance 
of  prevailing  in  the  particular  point  we  pray  for,  for  this  has  no  foundation  to 
rest  upon  either  in  reason  or  Scripture.  If  any  one  desires  to  know  the  proper 
idea  of  Faith,  itis  beyond  all  skill  toeiplain  itbetter  to  him  than  I  have  already 
done  in  tha  Chapter  upon  that  article,  where  he  will  find  it  the  being  posaesf  cd 
ofajustsenseoithedivineAttributes,  and  of  the  government  throughout  the 
Universe  being  administered  in  perfect  Wisdom  and  Goodness,  so  as  to  order 
all  things  for  the  best.  While  tlus  sence  con  be  kept  up  lively  and  vigorous 
in  the  imagination,  we  may  be  sure  of  reaping  good  benefit  by  our  prayers ; 
whenever  it  evaporates,  they  will  become  empty  form  of  none  avail.    There- 
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fore  it  wu  that  in  $  2,  I  proposed  to  Boch  as  cannot  keep  their  attention 
thnnighoutaieiTice,  tosekct  some  particnlar  parts,  £«■  one  tenth  performed 
with  Spirit  is  worth  a  million  of  mere  words  and  formal  genuflections :  but 
then  the  omission  of  the  rest  most  be  really  owing  to  inability  and  human 
infirmity,  not  to  lazioese  -,  for  nine  parts  in  ten  will  not  suffice,  if  it  were 
feMible  to  have  g^one  through  the  whole. 

9.  From  what  has  been  said  it  appears,  that  increase  of  grace  and  virtue 
are  the  proper  and  primary  objects  d  prayer,  because  having  a  natural  ten- 
dency to  procore  them,  bat  not  to  procure  anything  else :  for  prayer,  as 
ob»erved  before,  being  a  pouring  out  oar  sentiments  and  desires  before  God, 
the  awe  of  his  presence  upon  onr  imagination,  will  give  them  a  parity  and 
sincerily  they  had  not  during  our  commerce  in  the  world,  and  by  putting 
our  minds  frequently  into  that  posture  of  desire  and  sentiment,  we  shall 
bring  them  by  d^rees  to  fall  habitually  thereinto  of  their  own  accord ;  just 
as  a  man  may  bring  bis  feet  to  turn  outwards  qxjntaneously  by  often  bold- 
Hig  them  in  that  position. 

Nevertheless,  prayer  may  very  utefidly  be  preferred  for  externals ;  for 
though  it  has  no  influence  to  procore  them,  it  may  sometimes  procure  what 
will  procure  them.  By  praying  for  health,  for  success  in  our  callings,  and 
for  deliverance  from  evils,  we  shall  impress  upon  our  minds  a  sense  of  those 
blessings  coming  from  God,  who  will  be  propitious  according  as  we  conduct 
ourselves  before  him  :  and  this  will  engage  us  to  an  industry,  a  sobriety,  a 
vigilance  and  prudence,  that  may  not  improbably  bring  us  into  possession 
of  the  things  we  desire :  so  that  health,  success,  and  deliverance  will  be  the 
real  efiects  of  our  prayer.  If  we  pray  for  the  peace,  the  good  order,  and 
the  prosperity  of  our  conntry,  we  shad  become  more  sedulous  and  hearty  in 
doing  our  parts  towards  promoting  them,  and  help  to  inspire  the  like  senti- 
ments among  our  naghbonrs :  whereby,  it  is  not  impossible  that  our  country 
may  really  be  the  better  for  our  praying. 

Id  like  manner,  whatever  we  pray  for  with  a  reflection  obvious  to  the 
very  heathens,  that  God  will  grant  nothing  to  the  prayers  of  the  idle  and 
the  negligent,  we  shall  obtain  so  much  as  our  own  right  disposition  of  mind 
can  contribute  towards  attaining  it,  and  this  Is  much  more  conducive  to 
the  procurement  of  good  things  without  us,  tiian  people  are  commonly 
aware  of;  for  if  the  wants,  vexations,  and  tronbles  we  bring  upon  our- 
selves by  onr  own  misconduct  were  snbtracted,  I  believe  few  of  us  would 
find  cause  to  complain  at  whet  remained.  Yet  our  prayers  are  not  cer- 
tainly lost,  although  the  diligence  and  mansgement  they  nourish  in  as 
shonld  prove  ot  none  avail  towards  supplying  onr  wants,  because  thej^ 
may  faiiush  us  with  what  will  answer  our  purpose  as  well  without. 

Suppose  a  man  havii^  none  other  subsistence  than  ten  acres  of  land 
which  are  worth  him  five  pounds  a  year,  and  of  so  infirm  ft  body  that  he 
cannot  possibly  earn  a  forthing  more  by  his  skill  or  labour ;  if  upon  finding 
himself  in  want  of  necessaries  he  should  pray  to  have  his  land  increased, 
but  instead  of  that  it  abould  please  God  miraculously  so  to  fertilize  his  land, 
that  it  should  yield  him  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  everybody  would  allow 
this  to  be  a  fijl  answer  to  his  petition :  for  however  he  might  exprew 
himself,  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  land,  but  the  income  arising  troa  it 
that  he  desired.  Id  like  manner  when  we  ask  (or  externals,  it  is  not  the 
bare  having  them  in  custody,  but  the  ease  and  pleasure  to  be  received  from 
them,  that  is  properly  the  object  of  onr  desire  ;  and  we  sak  the  things  for 
fake  uf  the  enjayment  we  expect  they  will  give  us  in  the  'possesiion :  tiiere- 
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fore,  if  God  refuM  ub  them,  but  m  fructify  th«  ■<»]  of  oor  bewrta,  m  tlwt  it 
diall  yidd  tbe  tame  inccoDC  of  enjoyment  we  could  have  expected  from  the 
addition  of  them,  it  is  a  complete  answer  to  our  petition.  For  it  hae  been 
diowB,  in  a  Chapter  of  the  First  Volome  apon  die  Ultimate  Good,  that  it 
liee  aolely  ia  aati^action  or  complacence  of  mind ;  aU  other  things  are  good 
or  valuable  only  in  proportion  as  they  tend  nearly  otc  remotely  to  yield  db  an 
income  of  that. 

Now  prayer  devoutly  performed  with  doe  mignation  to  theTVill  and 
Wisdom  of  God,  and  a  persuasion  that  he  orders  att  things  for  the  beet, 
will  male  us  better  pleased  with  the  bleninga  he  Toacbtafei  as,  better 
•contented  under  his  diepenaatinas,  and  mcM  br^eful  to  draw  some  good 
profit  from  them :  whereby  we  may  receive  greater  satisfaction  and  com< 
placenoe  of  mind,  and  paia  oar  days  more  hai^uty,  than  we  mig^it  bav« 
done  had  the  petition  been  granted  in  the  form  it  was  oflered.  Tho^ora 
I  can  w  &r  allow  confidence  of  (^ainJog  a  fkvourBble  answer  to  our  re- 
quest,  as  an  ingredient  in  tbe  faiih  renderiag  it  effectual :  f<v  tbe  devont 
worshipper  may  be  asaorcdly  confident  of  receiving  the  thing  be  asks  In 
value,  thoiq[h  perhaps  not  in  tpecie. 

Not  that  I  would  give  into  the  stoical  extravagance  of  expectiag  to  do 
■everythii^  by  tbe  temper  and  diepoekioo  of  the  mind,  lo  as  that  this  dwuld 
always  keep  na  easy  and  happy  ander  the  severest  pressure  of  wouts,  dis- 
tresses,  and  pains ;  for  God  hsis  not  made  such  firmness  practicable  in  this 
imperfect  stue  of  mortality.  Be  has  given  we  wants  and  natural  appetites 
with  varuma  means  of  gratification,  wherein  he  baa  placed  a  considoabla 
pert  of  OUT  cnjoi-ment  in  this  liie,  and  has  made  our  de«rea  tbe  avenoea 
leadii^  into  prudence,  industrv,  sociablencBS,  and  many  otha"  virtnea; 
there  ia  nothing,  then,  blsneeble  in  pursuing  our  conveniences  and  accoa- 
modatione  by  all  awful  and  innocent  methods ;  but  the  principal  fund  of  oor 
happiness  must  spring  from  the  state  of  our  minda;  this  then  we  ought  to 
improve  with  all  possible  diligence,  for  it  will  make  ua  rdish  onr  ^esMires 
while  we  have  them,  and  prove  a  sure  reAige  in  dissppointment  when  all 
otbn-  things  hit.  Nor  need  we  scruple  to  mtdie  externals  the  subject  of 
our  petitions ;  for  if  offered  in  sincerity  and  pureneaa  of  beart,  we  have  ground 
to  hnpe  assuredly  tbst  God  will  eidier  give  us  the  good  things  seembg 
requisite  to  our  well^bciBg,  or  if  he  j«dgea  otherwise,  will  enaUe  us  to 
enjoy  our  minds  with  peace  and  tranquillity  without  them,  or  at  least  maJta 
our  pressuse  tbe  passage  to  some  greater  tidvantage. 

10.  Upon  tbe  same  grounds  is  fonnded  the  duty  of  praying  for  othen, 
lor  their  deliTerance  from  wants  and  distresses,  for  Uieir  patience  nader  thoa, 
tbeir  drawing  some  good  profit  from  them,  far  their  health,  their  improve- 
ment, their  sucoess  in  lewftU  undertakings,  for  tbe  pcMC  and  pro^erity  of 
our  country,  for  tbe  Advancement  of  ecnnd  Religion  and  practical  Fbiloeophy. 
those  baiteoers  of  the  coming  of  tbal  grand  blessing  to  the-  human  species, 
the  kingdom  of  the  just,  which  is  tbe  kingdom  of  God,  wherein  hia  Will 
shall  be  done  on  earth  -as  it  is  in  heaven.  For  though  we  cannot  move 
God,  nor  reWTd.  or  hasten,  or  make  the  least  alterstion  in  his  measnres, 
nor  infl«ence  the  besrts  of  other  persons  by  our  devotions,  yet  we  may  move 
and  work  alteutioos  in  ourselves  thereby.  And  the  tenor  of  onr  minds 
may  be  of  ^realo'  serviee  to  otb^  people  than  most  of  us  are  oarefnl  enough 
lo  observe,  lor  from  (he  desires  of  the  beart  the  actions  proceed :  accord- 
ing  as  thsA  stands  more  bumaady,  benevolently „  and  pio«aly  disposed,  we 
slull  apfly  with  bettal-  tncHnalioo  to  assist  all  we  can.  a*  wdl  in  tbeir  ^s- 
trsiaai  aa  tbor  snecaiata  ■■  and  when  it  is  remembered  how  grcttt  a  fane 


by  Google 


DIVINE  SERVICES.  «S 

there  is  is  tjmj/Miy,  m  Unll  see  AM  thej'  may  cmtch  a  t^oA  of  mim/tij, 
of  prudeace,  end  patience  from  n  to  their  own  emolmneat ;  at  least  tiiey 
will  receiTB  a  oonndarabb  <WMfbrt  and  ptdasara  on  focKng  ns  take  a  ^- 
urc  part  m  ritber  furtone  befslMiij;  them. 

Ndtker  are  ooi  good  wisfaes  vaavallrog  to  the  conrttivmtj,  as  6iey  pf ompt 
«  to  omtribote  our  abaiv  towards  promotiBg  the  prosperity  we  widi  for. 
We  are  all  members  of  tiM  totUDunitj,  whose  good  is  advanced  by  the 
uited  eftvt*  of  its  conttitbeMs ;  nor  is  tbe  moat  iacoondercdtle  among  aa 
d  no  cooseqaeoce,  if  it  be  bo  more  than  to  abstain  from  doing  mischief  by 
his  private  paswms  and  inditcrctioB.  If  the  poUtic,  the  aspiring,  the  hot- 
headed, the  diseontanted,  and  the  wanton,  had  not  too  sovereign  a  cnntempt 
of  prayer  ever  to  join  in  it  devoatly  or  otherwise  than  for  form  and  fashion 
•aka,  I  think  there  could  not  bft  aook  nnwimagMSs  to  part  mik  power  nor 
greediness  to  get  into  it,  snch  straggles  sad  party  animositiea,  sach  viro- 
laaoe  and  oUoqoy  in  dedamatory  prose  or  scandalous  versificalion  as  we 
are  now-^days  pestered  with  :  howerer,  I  cannot  but  oongratnlatemy  conn- 
try,  far  that  I  behere  those  evil*  have  never  nut  abortar  tengtha  in  any  age 
or  natioa,  liian  onr  own. 

Then  for  that  grand  interest  of  the  species,  tbe  progress  of  perftection  in 
hmnan  natore  and  bringing  forward  the  kingdoai  ctf  the  jnst,  the  seat  of 
diis  I  apprehend  Ues  not  in  external  natare  bat  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  and 
it  has  bMD  shown  in  the  Chapter  on  Divine  Economy,  how  Providence 
earriea  on  this  great  work  by  a  multitnde  ot  operators  concurring  in  their 
BBreral  atatiMis  thereto ;  hot  we  cnsnot  better  qualify  oorsdvee  for  perform- 
ing onr  part  than  by  an  increase  tJota  Charity,  which  our  prayers  are  par- 
tindarly  efficacioas  to  rtreagUien  in  us,  so  that  we  may  be  sore  thereby  of 
advandng  one  pcnos  aoewwhat  nearer  towards  perftction,  and  have  a 
ch^oe  ol  advancing  many  more  by  onr  example  and  sympathy.  For  while 
praying  for  th*  good  of  others  or  die  advancement  of  tm«  ReSgion,  we  can- 
not in  refiwence  to  the  Divine  Majesty,  then  fully  striking  epan  oar  imagi- 
natioB,  bat  keart^  wiafa  and  desire  what  we  pray  for,  whieh  wiU  gradu^y 
bring  the  like  heartiness  to  he  habitual  and  pnu^ical :  and  it  baa  been  ob- 
served in  fimner  places,  that  if  a  heaity  and  jndiciou  Charity  were  once 
betoBte  tmiversal  among  mankind,  that  alone  woold  esffice  to  restore  a  Pa- 
radise npon  Earth. 

Hence  may  be  aeen  tba  fomrfatioB  there  is  in  reason  and  nature  of  that 
iojiinetien  t»  pmy  for  our  eaemies,  and  those  that  daspttefiilly  use  ns  and 
psTHecQta  us,  bet^use  by  »o  doing  we  shall  preserve  onr  universal  Charity 
unimpaired,  onr  oppomtion  will  not  be  enmity,  norrancour,  nor  resentment, 
but  unwelcome  necessity,  nor  proceed  Avther  than  prudence  and  self-defence 
require :  we  diall  eoHtsine  ready  to  do  them  all  the  good  ofHces  conuatcnt 
with  our  own  just  ri^ts,  and  the  rights  of  ofiiers  to  whom  they  may  be 
dangeroas :  we  ahaU  not  resent  private  iogeries  whenever  greater  inconve- 
niencea  and  disorders  would  ensue  therefrom  to  the  public :  and  should  be 
able,  if  «b-  considerata  judgment  ahonld  so  pronounce  espetfient,  to  turn 
the  right  ebecii  to  him  that  has  smitten  the  left,  and  give  up  our  coat  also 
to  one  that  has  taken  swny  nor  doak. 

11.  I  am  apt  vehamently  to  suspect  diatthe  pntyets  of  our  Church  fre- 
quently coadnding  throngh  or  for  the  sake  of  Jeans  Chriat,  gives  an  idea 
to  naay  peraoaa  t^  God  baa  no  immediatB  regard  fbr  us  at  all,  but 
bestows  his  Ueaeiogs  purdy  to  gratify  his  Son,  npon  those  to  whom  he  haa 
3r9 
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happily  Uken  a  liking ;  and  that  by  the  use  of  that  name  we  may  move  hirb 
to  do  a  thing  he  was  indifierent  to  before.  I  need  not  take  pains  to  show 
bow  repognant  this  notion  is  to  reason  and  rational  Faith  :  neither  do  I  be- 
lieve it  was  in  the  thoughts  of  tbe  compilers  of  our  Idturgy,  nor  designed  to 
be  inculcated  in  tbe  Scriptures.  I  own  indeed  there  are  several  expressions 
which  seem  to  look  stroogly  that  way,  and  perhaps  it  might  be  necessary 
that  such  opinion  should  be  connived  at  for  the  Jews,  who  looked  tor  a 
temporal  ddiver^  to  rescue  tbem  by  his  mi^t  and  prowess,  or  for  the 
gross-minded  Gentiles,  who  could  take  their  apprebenuons  of  the  Almi^ty 
only  from  the  likeness  of  earthly  princes,  in  oi-der  to  lead  them  bj  the 
■venue  of  their  own  conceptions  into  an  expectation  of  benefit  from  the 
Gospel. 

But  for  such  as  have  ears  to  hear,  tiay^e  told  expressly,  that  God  so 
loved  the  world  he  gave  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  fw  our  sins :  ao 
tbe  Redemption  was  a  joint  act  of  lore  in  the  Father  as  well  as  in  the  Son. 
And  he  is  all  along  represented  as  the  God  of  love,  sending  his  sunshine 
and  hia  rain  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust,  long-t^uffering  and  merciful, 
ready  to  foi;give,  onwilliDg  the  unner  should  perish,  bat  that  he  should 
torn  from  hia  evil  ways  and  live.  This  being  his  character,  there  is  no 
donbt  he  is  always  ready  to  give  his  creatures  all  the  good  things  proper  for 
them,  and  consistent  with  the  order  of  government  respecting  his  spiritual 
Natures  established  in  perfect  Wisdom,  of  his  own  mere  motion,  without 
needing  an  intercession  prompting  him  thereto.  Besides  that,  however  we 
may  understand  the  distinction  of  persons  in  the  Godhead,  they  can  never 
be  imagined  so  different  in  temper  and  character,  as  that  one  should  take  a 
liking  to  objef^  indifferent  to  the  other,  or  one  should  importune  for  things 
not  already  judged  proper  by  the  perfect  Wisdom  of  the  other. 

But  the  Gospel  teaches  that  Christ  is  the  way  and  the  life,  for  no  man 
can  come  to  the  Father  unless  through  the  Son :  he  came  from  God  to 
direct  US  by  his  doctrines  and  assist  us  by  his  institutions,  and  goes  before  to 
lead  ua  by  bis  example  in  the  road  which  is  the  natm^  avenue  to  the  divine 
blessings ;  therefore  he  is  styled  the  Intercessor,  Mediator,  and  Agent  going 
between  God  and  Man,  as  I  have  endeavonred  already  to  explain  in  $  3t>, 
of  the  Chapter  on  tbe  Christian  Scheme.  But  then  we  must  travel  tbe 
road  ourselves,  or  shall  receive  no  benefit  from  tbe  Intercession,  which 
operates  no  otherwise  than  by  bringing  us  into  the  way ;  for  even  hie  death 
and  passiou  will  avail  only  such,  who  strive  to  imitate  his  endnrance  in  a 
good  cause,  to  crut^y  the  lusts  of  their  flesh,  the  pride  and  indolence,  and 
unruly  passions  of  their  heart,  and  to  subdue  tbe  carnal  or  sensual  part  on- 
der  subjection  to  the  spiritual  or  rational. 

Therefore  I  apprehend  we  are  not  vrarranted  to  expect  that  Christ  will 
60  anything  fca:  ua  at  a  distance  in  heaven,  nor  otherwise  than  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  our  own  powers  towards  bringing  our  hearts  into  that 
frame  which  may  qualify  them  for  reception  of  those  blessings,  that  God  in 
hia  Wisdom  and  Goodness  has  prepared  for  hia  creatures.  And  by  tbe 
phrase  Through  Jesus  Christ,  is  to  be  understood  that  we  hope  to  obtain 
the  things  we  sue  for  by  the  way  he  has  opened  to  us  for  arriving  at  them  : 
And  for  his  sake,  implies  that  God  will  give  them  to  us  in  consideration  of 
our  employing  the  means  he  haa  put  into  our  hands  for  attaining  them. 
So  that  those  eipressimis  are  of  similar  import  with  tl^  ending  one  of  the 
sentences  in  tbe  Lord's  Pr^er,  Forgive  os  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive 
them  that  trespass  against  us :  or  something  in  the  nature  of  an  oath,  as  if 
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•wt  sboald  uy,  So  help  me  God  in  toy  present  vants  u  I  BhoQ  atrive  bith- 
folly  to  penevere  in  txte  tenor  of  sentiment  and  conduct  prescribed  me,  and 
anil  myself  of  the  aids  afforded  me  m  the  Gospel. 

I  do  not  mean  tn  condemn  the  literal  sense  of  Intercession  in  persons 
who  cannot  nuderstand  any  other,  for  there  are  many  among  our  Tulgar  of 
as  groes  conceptions  as  the  ancient  Jew  or  the  Gentile ;  and  as  there  is  meat 
fbr  men  and  milk  for  babes,  we  mnflt  allow  every  one  to  take  what  is  most 
suitable  to  his  digestion  :  therefore  I  wonld  not  wish  anybody  to  distnrb 
himself  that  he  cannot  fully  enter  into  the  explanation  offered  above,  for 
whoever  applies  to  his  devotions  with  the  purest  ideas  be  is  capable  of  en- 
tertaining, performs  them  well,  and  will  receive  all  the  benefits  from  them 
promised  in  the  Scriptures.  But  I  think  the  literal  sense  ought  not  to  be 
coautenanced,  much  less  encouraged,  in  whomsoever  is  susceptible  of  the 
other :  because  experience  testifies  into  what  mischief  it  has  unwarily  led 
mankind.  For  if  God  bad  no  bowels  of  compassion  for  us  since  the  diso- 
bedience of  Adam,  yet  might  be  moved  to  give  us  eternal  happiness 
by  the  Intercession  cf  his  Son :  the  Son  too,  after  we  had  forfeited  bis 
favom'  by  actual  transgressions,  might  re-instate  ns  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  St.  Peter,  or  St.  Mary,  or  St.  Bennet  Sheerbog,  or  St.  Vedast, 
alias  Foster,  or  some  other  prime  favonrite:  but  if  we  happen  tobesbangera 
to  the  foresaid  Saints,  still  it  is  likely  they,  in  imitstion  of  their  Master's 
example,  will  tske  os  under  protection,  if  we  can  get  some  priest  or  holy 
man  upon  earth  to  present  our  petition.  Thus  have  men  been  led  to 
imagine,  that  in  the  Conrt  of  Heaven,  as  in  some  Italian  Court,  points 
are  carried  by  interest  and  favour :  and  thas  Religion  has  been  turned  into 
•n  in&uno«s  trade. 

IS.  But  though  we  have  now  in  these  countriea  ^tten  rid  of  those 
corrupt  excrescences,  yet  there  are  others  which  sometimes  creep  out  from 
the  ndgar  idea  of  Christ  doing  anything  fbr  us  while  we  lie  stiU,  or  other- 
wise  than  by  enabling  us  to  do  what  we  could  not  have  done  c^  onrvelves : 
for  dependence  on  him  and  the  practice  of  good  works  being  promiscuously 
inculcated  as  the  necessary  stefM  to  salvation,  many  are  apt  to  place  them 
out  of  their  proper  (mler,  reckoning  that  the  first  which  ou^t  to  be  es- 
teemed the  last.  They  apprehend  good  works  no  otherwise  beneficial  than 
by  ^ving  them  a  claim  to  the  protection  of  Christ,  by  whose  sole  opera- 
tion the  mercy  of  God  is  tamed  upon  them.  He  has  commanded  righteous- 
ness, and  declared  he  will  love  those  who  seek  it,  so  they  must  be  r^teons 
only  to  please  him  and  gain  the  effects  of  his  love :  whence  th^  value 
themselves  upon  their  orthodoxy,  and  place  salvation  in  externals,  triinking 
themselves  good  Chriatiaiu  in  proportion  to  the  staunchness  of  their  belief 
or  as»duities  and  fervours  in  iheir  devotion.  Whereas  whoever  consnlts 
the  Scriptnres  will  find  by  the  whole  tenor  of  them,  that  Christ  came  to 
d^ver  us  from  sin,  bat  from  punishment  odty  in  consequence  of  the  other, 
bj  delivering  us  from  that  which  wonld  incur  it. 

I  am  far  from  laying  a  stress  upon  the  merit  of  good  works :  they  are 
generally  though  not  always  efficacious  to  oor  better  accommodation  and 
enjoyment  in  this  tranutoty  Ijfe,  but  have  none  eflect  upon  our  future  in- 
terests, othrawise  than  by  'strengthening  tiie  virtues  wbuein  the  health  and 
vigour  of  our  spiritual  body  consists.  Now  virtue  lies  solely  in  the  mind ; 
it  is  an  habitual  disposition  in  the  heart  or  imagination  to  follow  readily 
the  dictates  of  judgment  or  understanding,  and  is  the  same  while  lying 
dormant  unexercised  as  when  exemplified  in  outward  acts:  but  our  actions 
Goostantly  flow  from  the  dispositions  of  the  heart,  therefore  good  works  ara 
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iLe  rarest  evidence  of  our  poBBCSsing  the  virtues,  and  !f  we  hiJ  in  the  pw> 
tormEtnce  of  them  according  to  our  ^ill,  ability,  and  opportasites,  honever 
fondly  we  have  flattered  oureelvei,  we  may  be  sure  <i  bUipg  defident  A 
the  particular  virtues  prompting  thereto.  But  religious  virtues  are  not 
EQch,  while  remaining  in  speculative  theorems,  nor  until  taldag  strong  hold 
uti  the  imagination  and  become  habitual  and  practical  pcnoasions,  com- 
prehended under  the  name  of  a  saving  Faith ;  which,  as  I  have  oideavoured 
to  show  in  the  Chapter  upon  that  article,  coDsists  in  a  quick  aeniih^ty  (^ 
distant  good  and  evil,  equally  with  the  present,  and  in  posseestng  just  and 
lively  sentiments  of  the  Power,  the  Wisdom,  the  Goodness,  the  Holkiees, 
the  Equity  of  God,  and  his  government  of  the  Universe  together  with 
all  diingfl  great  and  small  contained  therein :  from  wheiyse  wdl  naturally 
grow  a  soothing  uniihaken  Hope,  a  thorough  satis&ction  in  Uie  lot  of  our 
existence,  and  an  unreserved  Chari^  to  our  feUow-creatnrea  »  cvnnecled 
with  ourselves  in  one  general  interest. 

"Hiis  I  B{>prehend  figved  in  Scripture  style  by  coming  to  the  FaHur, 
living  to  God,  being  his  dild,  or  becoming  one  widi  Uib.  Had  we  o«r 
raticmal  faculties  in  fuU  perfection  and  our  sensitive  under  entire  command, 
as  they  are  believed  to  have  been  in  Adam  before  his  fall,  we  might  perhs|M 
iittain  this  saving  Faith  without  foreign  aid,  and  then  sboiUd  iteed  Bo  la- 
teroession  to  bring  down  that  happiness  which  would  follow  therc&om  in 
the  course  of  nature  established  by  our  Almighty  Governor.  But  every 
man's  experience,  who  consuks  it  fairly,  will  testify,  that  this  is  not  tlw  case, 
and  it  is  the  doctrine  of  our  Church  that  we  cannot  rectify  the  4isBrder  la 
uur  internal  machinery  by  our  own  management,  nor  without  aid  of  thx 
rules  prescribed,  and  the  remedies  dispensed  in  the  Gotpd :  for  bo  mtm 
can  come  to  the  Father  unless  through  the  Son ;  we  must  become  iooor- 
poreted  witb  oar  elder  brother  to  become  children  of  God,  and  mast  Uv« 
to  Christ  before  we  can  live  to  Him.  Yet  the  bare  cauviction  of  our  ondo'- 
standingthat  such  rules  and  r«nedieB  are  necessary,  will  not  urgeos  to  iq^y 
them  without  a  firm  persuasion  of  mind  of  their  efficacy,  nor  can  this  be  gene- 
rated without  a  full  'dependence  upon  the  skill  and  ^lility  of  the  preacriber. 

So  that  Faith  in  Christ  is  efiectual  only  to  make  us  follow  his  K^taea, 
and  the  regimen  beneficial  only  for  the  h^th  whereto  it  will  restore  us;  for 
if  it  were  possible  for  a  man  to  perform  all  the  peculiar  duties  of  Chris> 
tianity  without  performing  those  which  are  not  peculiar,  I  shall  not 
scruple  to  question  whether  he  would  be  ever  the  better  for  so  doing. 
Bnt  Faith  in  Christ  is  called  a  saving  Faith,  because  being  the  sole  and 
certain  avenue  to  tliat  which  is  properly  ao  i  therofbre  the  conclusion  of 
our  prayers  operates  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  parts  of  then,  not 
by  moving  God  or  Christ  to  make  them  more  &vourab^  disiwsed  towards 
us,  or  prevail  on  them  to  do  anything  fiutber  than  they  have  already  done 
on  our  behalf,  hot  by  bringing  ourselves  into  a  frame  of  mind  cifwblc  cf 
receiving  benefit  from  the  provisions  th^  have  mwje  for  our  use,  sod  im- 
presnng  deeper  upon  our  hearts  a  dependence  t^Kin  the  all-su^ency  of 
our  Saviour,  whidi  will  urge  a  greater  attention  and  diligence  ip  «i^ying 
the  means  he  has  prescribed  for  attainment  of  a  saving  Faith. 

13.  Prayer  is  commonly  parted  into  four  kiods.  Petition,  ConfiEauoo,  Idt 
tercession,  andTlanksgiving:  Ihavealready  said  enough  of  the  three  former, 
and  need  only  now  add  a  word  upon  the  last.  This  deserves  the  qnme  of 
a  Divine  Service  more  properly  than  any  of  the  others,  for  we  seem  directly 
to  serve  God  herein,  and  not  ourselves :  we  approach  the  throne  of  Glory 
not  with  our  troubles  and  wants,  nor  those  of  one  another,  nor  yet  with 
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Ae  moi&pag  pra^aot  of  oar  frailties  aad  oorrnptMBs ;  we  coma  in  jaf 
and  ahierity  m  bevt  to  offer  our  tribote  of  ^ratdVil  pnuM,  that  on^  return- 
in  our  power  to  make  for  all  hie  mamfbld  bleasbgt. 

And  to  render  the  tribute  complete,  it  behovei  n  to  neoUed  ta  many 
ot  the  blessings  poured  out  apoo  lu  m  we  can,  our  being,  onr  health,  onr 
&cuhie*  of  body  and  mind,  our  accocomodatiims,  onr  conTcniencee  and 
pleasures  of  life,  the  gifta  of  nature  and  fortune,  those  we  share  in  oommtni 
with  our  fellow -creatures,  with  the  species,  with  the  commuDity,  with  oar 
friends,  and  those  we  poeseH  in  particukr  oarselTet;  exeosptioas  ftom 
danger,  escapes  frran  mssciuef.  deUverance  from  bvnbles,  what  pragnes  w« 
hare  Diade  in  any  virtue  or  useful  improrement,  wfaat  opportnnitiea  we  luiv» 
(■aployed  weU,  and  what  bvonrable  accidents  have  befallen  v^.  But  tliea. 
onr  sacrifice  must  be  of  the  diaice  firstlings  at  the  flock,  witlioDt  spot  or 
Uemish  of  vani^  or  flsttery,  but  the  spontancoos  peoduee  of  die  heart ;  far 
a  force  pnt  upon  tbe  mind  here  will  riUate  the  performance  more  tbaa  ik 
any  otfaear  kind.  The  prwse  must  be  a  voluntary  oUaticD,  not  a  grudging 
pMyment,  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver,  more  eqwcially  in  offnings  nndk- 
to  hi'T'*'f :  he  searches  into  the  heart,  and  is  not  to  be  imposed  upon  s» 
ikr  as  to  accept  whatew  does  not  come  breely  from  thence. 

Tlicre  are  aome  zealots  who  would  have  us  always  Uaa  the  rod  of  idHic- 
titm,  and  thank  God  for  every  exercise  of  it  npon  us.  I  do  not  deny  that 
affictions  work  to  our  benefit,  and  have  tAea  pains  in  the  conrae  <^  thia 
work  to  show  that  they  do  so,  therefore  whenever  we  can  discern  the  por^ 
ticular  benefit  accruing  therefrcKn.  we  are  in  the  right  to  be  thaskfiil  for 
them ;  bat  this  is  very  rarely  the  case,  sod  there  are  many  other  things  we 
may  be  convinced  in  our  judgment  are  for  our  good,  yet  if  tbey  be  not  ap- 
panntly  so  to  oar  imagination,  they  are  no  proper  topics  of  thanksgiving. 
I  have  shown  in  the  pr<qier  [dace,  that  mr  taatee  and  inclinations  flnctnata, 
we  do  not  alwt^s  t^th  the  same  j^eaaves  with  eqnal  g^ee,  iwr  value  the 
good  things  we  possess  ahrays  at  Uie  skm  rate :  but  we  ought  to  take  tfaa 
matter  of  oar  thanksgiving  from  thoae  objects  which  thca  most  strongly 
toodi  oar  hearts ;  for  to  dkank  God  for  what  we  are  not  lioeerdy  ^ad  at 
possessing,  is  acraot  fiattery  and  compliment,  it  is  telling  him  he  is  good, 
when  we  are  not  sei»iUe  (rf  his  goodness  ounetves. 

The  tribote  of  praise  and  adcncwledgment  is  anioublvdly  a  doty  ex- 
pected from  ns,  bat  wa  cannot  pay  it  well  out  of  dot; :  the  thought  of  obli* 
gation  can  serve  do  farther  than  to  pat  us  upon  searching  in  onr  refiectioa 
for  prqper  topics  of  thai^ulness,  but  we  must  have  some  nobler  principle  to 
actuate  us  in  the  performance.  And  surely  among  the  innumerabk  bteasinga 
we  receive,  it  cannot  be  hard  for  any  man  to  pck  out  such  as  at  that  in- 
stant he  may  fee)  s  sensible  joy  and  hearty  gratitude  in  reflecting  on.  But 
thoogb  the  oooscseasneas  of  having  done  well  in  any  pert  of  our  conduct  is 
a  very  rusoiMUe  mtiter  of  thanksgiving,  because  ascribing  the  whole  gfer/ 
to  God.  and  the  sense  of  blessings,  is  strengthened  by  oontemplating  tba 
want  of  them  elsewhere,  yet  we  must  take  gnat  heed  that  the  comparison 
be  made  npon  things,  not  upon  persons,  for  this  would  lead  u*  insensiUy  to 
Msme  the  ^ory  to  oorsrives. 

The  fondaeaa  for  erceHiag  is  a  wily  enchinttws  Bercr  saffidentK  to  ba 
guarded  agaiDSt,  it  ia  a|>t  to  insinuate  iato  aU  our  actions  and  all  our 
thonghti,  and  too  freqosntly  wen  into  oar  religions  exercises :  hot  vanity 
ii  the  worst  ingredient  we  tma  mingle  among  our  ofleringa,  it  is  worse  thra 
fear  or  obligation,  for  they  only  render  than  insipid,  but  this,  like  dead 
ties  in  a  pot  of  ointment,  turns  the  sweet-smelling  Mvonr  into  a  mnsoiBa 
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stendi.  The  Phaiiwc,  who  fasted  thrice  a  week,  paid  tithe  of  mint,  aniie, 
and  canumn,  and  gave  alme  of  all  he  powewed,  if  he  believed  those  things 
duties,  was  verjr  proper  ia  giving  thuiks  for  having  performed  them,  had 
his  joy  arisen  from  the  benefit  they  were  of  to  himself:  hot  it  seems  his 
joys  tpmng  from  the  pride  of  telbng  God  how  much  superior  he  was  to  the 
-wicked  Publican :  thoefore  went  down  to  bis  house  less  Jostified  than  the 
other,  who  had  only  smitten  hia  breaat,  and  aoid,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
unner. 

14.  There  ia  a  seeming  contradiction  among  the  directions  given  in  the 
Boriptarea  upon  this  sul^ect :  for  we  are  warned  against  the  Battology  or 
vain  repetitions  of  the  heathena,  yet  on  the  other  hand  commanded  to  pray 
without  ceamng,  to  continue  instant  in  prayer,  and  expect  to  prevail  by  our 
importunity,  God  being  likened  to  a  man  who  would  not  rise  out  of  his 
warm  bed  until  teased  into  a  compliance  by  incessant  knocking!.  WhereLn 
we  eanoot  sappose  any  variety  either  in  the  matter  or  manner  of  the  app1i< 
cation,  for  the  person  knocking  wanted  only  one  thing,  a  loaf  of  bread,  nor 
does  it  appear  that  he  played  any  change  of  tunes  in  dnunming  againat  ^e 
door.  But  whenever  there  are  seeming  contradictionB,  we  may  consider 
the  two  branches  of  them  aa  intended  to  guard  us  against  two  oppoeite  ex- 
tremes :  for  BO  the  exhortations  to  industry,  and  to  take  no  thought  for  the 
morrow,  are  levelled  against  the  contrary  vices  of  idleneaa  and  anxioia 
solitntnde :  and  if  we  recollect  what  has  been  argued  above  concerning  the 
effect  of  prayer  being  wtu'ked  solely  upon  ourselves,  not  upon  the  Almighty, 
it  may  help  to  discover  what  those  extremes  are. 

For  while  we  conceit  ourselves  able  to  move  the  Heavenly  Powers,  we 
ahall  be  apt  to  imagine  the  effect  owing  to  the  vehemence  and  repetition  of 
the  impulse,  not  to  the  temper  and  disposition  of  mmd  wherein  we  gave  it : 
just  as  a  man  who  goes  to  push  a  stone  along,  it  ia  no  matter  whether  he 
does  it  in  anger,  or  fear,  or  wantonness,  or  out  of  obligation,  the  stone  will 
move  ecoording  to  the  strength  and  number  of  hia  thrusts,  not  according 
to  the  state  of  his  mind.  And  so  the  Papists  seem  to  apprehend  the 
m^ter,  for  they  believe  that  twenty  Ave  Marias  run  off  without  any  devo- 
tion, like  twenty  shitlinga  dropped  carelessly  into  a  man's  baud,  are  worth 
just  as  much  again  as  ten.  Or  if  we  look  upon  the  manner  of  performing 
them  as  material,  still  while  retaining  the  opinion  of  theii  changing  the 
disposition  of  God  towards  ub,  we  Gball  value  oursdves  thereupon,  and 
claim  the  title  of  obedient  servants  and  very  righteous  people  for  onr  assi- 
duities and  devotion.  Or  if  we  get  rid  of  that  nation,  but  have  none  of 
their  operating  upon  oureelves,  we  may  regard  tbem  as  superstitious  and 
foolish,  to  be  complied  with  only  now  and  then  for  feshion  sake,  and  to 
avoid  giving  offence. 

Whereas  if  we  look  for  the  benefit  of  our  prayers  in  the  effect  they  work 
upon  ourselves,  and  reflect  on  their  manner  of  operation,  we  shaU  see  suffi- 
cient reason  for  being  assiduous  and  importunate  in  them ;  because  else 
they  cannot  produce  an  habitual  and  permanent  change  in  the  mind.  I 
have  ohaerv«l  in  a  former  place,  that  there  are  two  ways  to  happiness,  one 
by  procuring  the  objects  we  desire,  the  other  by  bringing  desire  to  fix  upon 
the  objects  in  onr  power,  or  that  are  proper  for  us,  or  upon  courses  of  con- 
duct coodudve  to  onr  benefit :  the  former  depends  upon  fortune  and  ex- 
ternal circumstances,  the  latter  lies  more  under  onr  own  management ;  and 
herein  consists  the  art  we  are  to  learn  from  Religion  and  Mortdity.  I  have 
likewise  shown  that  desires  have  their  seat  in  the  imagination,  for  what  we 
know  very  well  in  the  judgment  of  our  understanding  to  be  good,  does  not 
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tonch  HI  in  the  expectation,  nor  give  iu  »  pleesomble  soiie  in  the  poa- 
sesaion,  until  we  have  gntten  &n  appetite  towards  it,  whidi  ^qietite,  if  it  lie 
not  among  thoae  grrta  hj  netnre,  can  be  acquired  only  by  b&bit. 

Now  prayer  has  a  natoral  efficacy  to  rai«e  a  desire  for  tbe  things  we  pray 
for,  and  a  relish  to  the  objects  then  hdden  nnder  contemplation,  bat  it  must 
be  by  contiuaal  bending  that  desire  and  sentinient  can  be  brought  to  remain 
in  their  proper  ply,  which  will  give  na  a  permanent  habitual,  happy  temper 
of  mind,  rendering  us  willingly  obedient  to  tbe  Will  of  God,  easy  and 
tatisfied  within  ouraelvea,  prudent  in  onr  conduct,  and  heartily  disposed 
towarda  one  another.  Therefore  we  need  not  r^;ard  style  nor  variety  of 
ezpreasioD,  any  fitrther  than  we  find  requisite  upon  our  own  account  to  keep 
our  reverence  and  attention  alive :  for  whatever,  and  how  lately  soever 
repeated,  we  can  offer  with  imahated  vigoar  and  eamettnesa,  will  answer 
the  purpose  aa  well  as  if  it  were  new  dressed  and  furbished  up. 

Hoice  appears  there  is  no  irreverence  in  a  common  form  of  liturgy :  for 
we  must  not  expect  to  please  God  by  the  novelty  and  copiousness  of  our 
diction,  but  by  the  sincerity  and  heartinesB  of  our  application.  Hen  aa 
nooet  prayers  begin  with  an  exordium  alike  suitable  to  introduce  deprecation, 
confession,  intecession,  petition,  or  thanksgiving,  and  the  gifted  io  extem- 
pore prayers  are  extremely  slow  in  their  pronunciation,  I  should  think  the 
hearer  must  lose  sereral  minntes  in  expectance  b^ore  he  can  know  the  proper 
posture  to  cast  his  mind  into,  preparatory  for  what  follows. 

15.  Nevertheless,  howlitUe  ground  soever  there  may  be,  either  in  reason 
or  Scripture,  to  believe  seriously  that  we  can  move  God,  it  may  be  service- 
able to  take  up  such  an  idea  for  the  time  while  employed  in  our  devotions, 
as  it  will  help  ns  considKaUy  m  the  due  performance  of  them.  For  ss 
observed  in  former  places,  we  find  it  many  times  convenient  to  conceive  of 
things  otherwise  than  we  know  them  to  bei  we  commonly  apprehend  the 
Sun  moving  from  East  to  West,  though  in  our  considerate  judgment  we 
are  convinced  to  the  contrary  ;  we  give  way  to  a  temporary  penuaaion  of 
the  transactions  being  real  as  we  see  represented  in  a  play,  or  described  in 
a  poem  or  a  novel,  without  which  we  could  receive  neither  pleasure  nor  in- 
■tmction  therefrom;  TuUy  directs  the  orator  to  possess  his  imBgination 
strongly  with  the  cause  being  his  own,  or  he  will  not  be  able  to  plead  it 
effectually ;  and  he  that  enters  upon  a  difficult  undertaking,  will  be  more 
likdy  to  succeed  for  believing  that  he  shall :  in  like  manner  by  putting  on 
a  temporary  persuasion  of  wresting  a  fovonr  from  God  we  may  be  encou 
raged  to  ^>ply  more  streunoosly,  and  shall  work  a  stronger  impression  upon 
our  minds. 

And  this  temporary  persuasion  is  so  necessaiy  as  to  make  it  expedient  for 
the  vulgar,  or  Ihoee  who  live  almost  wholly  by  imagination  and  veiy  Uttle 
by  anderstaading,  to  indulge  in  them  a  permanent  persuasion  of  like  like 
nature,  rather  tbm  they  should  be  wanting  in  the  temporary :  for  they  will 
Bee  no  absurdities  flowing  fhoKAom,  and  so  cannot  be  hurt  by  it,  unless 
mii^  by  designing  or  enthusiastic  persons.  But  for  such  aa  have  any 
command  over  their  imagination,  and  are  able  to  make  the  distinction, 
considering  the  dangers  befiare  mentioned  appendant  to  the  notion  <rf  pre- 
vailing upon  God  to  alter  his  measures  or  his  disposition  towards  us,  it  is 
better,  they  should  cast  that  notion  aside  aasoon  as  they  come  out  from  their 
devotions :  that  they  may  not  regard  them  as  virtues,  but  rather  as  means 
prescribed  by  their  Saviour  for  the  attainment  ai  virtue.  Yet  even  in  that 
light  they  may  rejoice  at  having  performed  them  well,  as  a  man  may  rejoici; 
at  having  gained  something  that  he  can  turn  to  his  advautSRe :  still  cEti- 
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mating  tbeir  omditioti,  not  b;  tbeir  rcUgicNu  exercitei,  bnt  by  the  hahitt 
and  eentunenta  of  mind  thev  poMcaa,  wluc£  sre  boat  evideaoed  and  atrtiyth- 
ened  by  worlci,  bnt  by  diTine  •erricea  only  ia  &ilue  of  aaffiaent  opporttr 
nitiee  for  pafamang  good  woika. 

Iliey  may  tb«i  eacape  tfae  danger  of  being  rigfateoos  overmuch,  wbidi 
can  only  happen  by  placing  rightMoaneu  in  that  which  it  m  not,  for  it  ia 
impoaaible  to  be  really  and  troly  righteous  orermiich :  and  ao  it  is  to 
live  too  well,  but  by  living  well  ia  commonly  nnderatood  eating  high  imd 
plentifraly,  and  in  that  aenae  it  ia  certain  that  many  live  toe  well,  lo  aa  to 
hurt  their  health  and  fill  their  bodiea  with  hnmonrs  and  diatompera.  fiat  if 
it  be  wid  that  onr  qwitnal  food  is  of  too  pttre  a  nature  «ver  to  surfeit,  thk 
I  shall  not  difpnte,  but  then  our  food  doea  not  conaiat  in  acta  of  devotion, 
for  if  we  will  imitate  our  Saviour,  our  tneat  and  drink  ovght  to  be  doing 
the  Will  of  God :  so  that  the  extemala  of  Religion  are  not  onr  food  bat 
onr  apiritoal  phyne,  aeoeaaary  in  this  fallen  state  to  correct  the  vicKwa 
hnmonra  in  oar  coastilution,  and  bring  our  internal  oigaaa  into  a  pn^KT 
tone  for  digeatiog  their  natural  food.  But  everybody  knows  physic  nay 
be  overdnte,  and  it  bmw  be  mia^^lied,  sb  it  oertainly  i*  when  Ae  tinoroai 
'  iw^qarited  are  dnven  into  perpetoal  adf-deaiala,  fastings,  utd  htUB*- 


Therefore  if  we  consider  prayer  as  a  remedy  in  the  apiritoal  diipenaary, 
though  no  part  of  it  oug^t  to  be  admitted  in  due  proportion,  yet  we  rtuill 
see  caoae  to  prescribe  the  fbnr  several  apedea  of  it  more  oopiooaly  for  par- 
ticolar  patienta :  confession  for  the  proad,  the  sanguine,  and  the  pleasore 
hnnten:  petitiaafor  the  thoagfatlaaa,  and  tbeworidly-ainded;  intereeiaion 
for  the  sd£Bh,  the  ill-natored,  and  the  pateionate ;  and  thanksgiving  for  the 
fearful,  the  melancholy,  and  the  disoonteated.  This  last  me)-  be  thoo^ 
an  improper  application,  for  where  shall  the  discontented  find  any  matter 
for  praise  ?  I  expect  they  will  be  at  a  losa  at  first,  bnt  after  eome  practice, 
tN^ning  with  evils  that  might  have  befallen  worse  than  Aoee  tbey  eom* 
pUn  of,  and  noting  well  in  memory  whatever  touches  tibem  at  any  time, 
diey  will  ptrodve  the  list  increase  eorpriiingly,  and  soon  discover  many 
thinga  to  rqoioe  at  and  be  thankM  for,  irtiicfa  they  codd  not  haira  thoagbt 
<tf  b^ore. 

Bat  thongh  I  wooid  have  every  man  be  so  hr  his  own  phyaictaa  aa  t» 
observe  the  aoeceie  <tf  bis  reraedies.  yet  ke  ought  not  to  i^y  eolely  npoa 
experienee,  but  conaolt  the  written  uid  recerved  rales,  a»d  tdia  the  reoom* 
meadatioo  of  penoos  who  ia  his  best  judgmeat  he  seea  reason  to  oooGde  ia  t 
for  it  is  not  ODcommon  with  medicines  of  the  alterative  kind,  aa  are  aB 
those  we  have  been  peaking  of,  to  take  good  edfect  though  the  patient 
himself  doea  act  perceive  it.  However,  let  him  beware  of  Quacks,  lest  thm 
draw  him  in  by  their  v^emence  and  poMtiveDeea  to  place  a  faith  in  ther 
Dottmms  and  panaceas,  aa  efficadoas  to  cure  all  distempen,  past,  preael, 
and  to  eome. 

1ft.  lliete  is  anotiier  religious  performance,  which  if  it  cannot  take  raak 
M  a  speciea  of  prayer,  yet  bean  a  near  affinity  dxrewith,  becanse  operatmg 
in  the  same  manner,  vis.  by  impreHing  the  ideas  it  containa  more  strong^ 
upon  the  imagination ;  and  this  is.  Singing.  It  aaawera  more  paitioahriy 
to  that  species  called  Thanksgiving :  therefore  St.  Panl  fraots.  if  aay  bo 
sad,  let  him  pray ;  if  joyfol,  let  him  sing  psaloM.  We  have  observed  tint 
importunity  and  rqietition  work  more  iq»0B  the  iinagiBatio&,  tiaa  argument : 
now  in  Singing,  the  words  are  drawn  out,  and  the  mmt  Aoagfats  made  to 
dwell  iqion  the  mind  longer  tlum  in  any  other  way.     'niersfore  yoa  find 
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thnt  in  olnbi  and  jMrties  they  haite  their  4oagi,  vhioh  are  knom  to  eooon* 
rage  tfaan  greatly  in  their  aenn!  way*  <d  thaakiDg,  eapedaUy  asumg  the 
popalace. 

It  waa  moch  naedbythe  priinitm  Chnatiaiia,  %  the  £nt  Reformers,  and 
in  the  begimunga  of  mMt  awta :  but  what  vitiatee  it  in  the  eatubliahed 
ChnrdMs  ia,  die  fendncaa  for  an  ezqniaite  taate  in  Mtuic,  which  wholly 
drawe  off  all  attentiaa  frun  the  thought  to  the  iohiuI,  ami  remlera  it  jm- 
practicable  for  die  ralgar  to  join  Ja  the  Choras.  Go  to  an  Italiaa  Opna. 
and  you  will  bear  t^  lingtce  eo  dip  and  mangle  their  words,  th&t,  witho^ 
a  book  in  your  hand,  yoa  will  lo*e  even  the  little  aente  they  ooDtain.  Not 
but  that  good  Mduo  nay  be  enqiloyed  to  give  atrength  to  the  dcpreaaiona, 
ae  witnea*  the  Ooronatiui  Aathem,  the  Metaiah.  and  other  of  Bandel'a 
perforiDaioes :  but  there  are  few  at  tiie  compcMera  who  know  how  to  do 
thia,  or  even  endewrow  it.  Beaidea  that  tboae  pieoes  ought  to  be  txecnted 
by  good  and  ikilfdl  voioes,  who  caonot  be  feUoMPed  by  a  csnuncm  congre- 

71m  conga  ioipiriB^  F*'ty  zeal  and  the  spirit  of  drinking,  are  generally 
very  bad  music,  badly  exeented,  being  rather  roan  or  squalls  than  songs : 
yet  liave  th^  the  foU  wtight  npoo  the  company.  1  doubt  not  that  many 
a  jolly  toper  has  bawled  out,  the  Soph  he  is  immortal,  and  nerer  can  decay, 
for  how  should  he  retun  to  daat,  wbo  daily  wets  his  day  ?  until  he  haa 
eang  himaalf  into  a  full  porsuasion  of  that  wititicism  beiag  a  lohd  aignmeiA, 
which  would  jostify  him  in  his  attidtritici  at  the  bottle.  And  though  the 
Quiver  never  singH  pro&saedy,  yet  the  whine  and  awkward  cndence  and 
aee-saw  action,  wherewith  the  s^iit  Tcnte  itseif  in  his  sermons,  may  b« 
called  n  bastard-aittgiog :  and  perbapa  Aet  is  all  there  ia  affecting  in  them. 
Thus  it  appears  by  manifold  experience,  that  singing  «vea  of  the  moat  hide- 
ous kind  is  a  powerful  eagine  for  working  aenttmeuts  into  the  mind.  I 
never  was  a  ainger  myself,  so  can  speak  only  uptKi  obaervatioD  of  things 
■round ;  and  I  think  it  manifest  from  thence,  that  nnging,  jwUcaously  ap> 
pUed.  nHght  be  tumMl  to  excdlent  service. 

It  ie  our  baaineflS  to  -study  hmnan  nature,  by  what  media  it  ia  afiected, 
and  in  what  mtmner  tbey  severaUy  touch  it.  In  matters  rdative  to  our 
own  cendncit,  we  most  oonsuh  ear  own  tenpemment  md  constitution,  but 
when  the  public  is  conceived,  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  faumaa  natare  ia 
genend  :  nor  may  we  preteod  to  Mnt  away  at  <k  acreaaiings  of  a  oountry 
Chnrcb,  became  we  hmipen  to  have  a  fine  ear,  aod  delicate  taste  for  music. 
The  cottom  in  some  pUoes  of  braading  up  a  eet  of  singers  to  petfbrm  ac- 
cording to  the  ruka  of  art,  haa,  I  af^reheod,  proved  a  greater  hindrano* 
than  fortheraoce  to  devotion  ;  as  the  reat  of  the  people  kt  them  sing  by 
themsslvea,  and  attend  solely  to  their  quavers,  without  faaetHng  the  subataiice 
of  what  tbey  sing.  If  thc^  were  pciuutted  to  nog  aa  long  aa  they  pleaaed 
after  service  ia  over,  it  might  be  of  good  nae  to  withhold  such  a*  ettose 
to  stay  with  them  frrai  other  amnaemeata  het  euitaUe  to  the  day.  The 
only  help  to  the  congregatMS  seems  to  be  that  of  an  organ,  whereon  the 
operator  may  floorMi  about  aa  he  likes  in  the  symphony,  but  when  be  cornea 
to  lead  the  tune,  there  ahoald  be  aothmg  of  levity  or  wantonneea,  »(»<  aiee- 
tatim  to  abov  a  nifld>)«tc«s  and  dexterity  of  finger. 

In  compoaing  mnauab  of  devotion  and  collectiaDB  of  hymns,  regtu^ 
should  be  had  to  the  natnn  af  the  mind,  particularly  her  senntive  faculty, 
wbidi  ia  die  seat  ot  pcrsaaaitHi ;  in  order  to  inculcate  each  sentiments  there 
as  may  conduce  to  a  happy  and  uaefnl  life.  The  former  ie  applicable  ht 
rectifying  oor  desires,  and  the  latlw  for  thcwc  joyM  rcfleotima  that  spring 
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frora  rdigioii :  bat  then  proruion  should  be  made  for  improving  all  of 
ibem,  not  oonfining  the  thonghta  to  one,  or  a  few.  The  Hetboduts,  and 
«then  of  nniilar  turn,  who  deal  moet  largely  in  hymns,  lay  them  all  out 
vpoa  the  Redemption :  but  though  thia  be  the  principal  topic  of  jujrfal 
pruae,  it  is  not  tiie  only  one.  They  are  k>  zealooa  for  the  Son,  that  Uiey 
totally  overlook  the  Farther :  whereas  the  Son  himRclf  has  told  them  that 
he  came  not  to  aeek  hia  own  glory,  but  the  glory  of  him  that  sent  him  i 
that  he  ia  the  way  and  the  life,  that  is,  Hie  way  to  life,  wliidi  cannot  be 
attained  bj  taying  Lord,  Lord,  nor  nnleaa  by  coming  to  the  Father.  Let 
them  then  consider  by  what  lentunenta  of  mind  they  may  come  nearest  to 
the  Father,  what  eanrces  of  comfort  end  hope  and  joy  may  severally  ariae 
from  oontemplatioa  of  the  Attributes  and  government  of  Providence,  and 
prepare  foima  for  encouraging  these  in  the  breast :  bo  that  every  piona 
Christian  may  find  a  ready  help  for  speeding  his  approach  in  that  particnlar 
track,  whi^,  in  hia  present  diapoeition  of  mind  and  of  external  circnm* 
stances,  he  feeb  himself  most  apt  to  pursue. 

17.  I  do  not  know  whether  1  shall  not  be  counted  an  old-fashioned-fellow 
in  recommending  those  unpremeditated  addresses  to  Heaven  called  ejacn- 
lationa,  eqiedHlly  of  the  landatary  kind  :  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  they 
contribute  greatly  to  preserve  a  habit  of  cheerful  piety,  to  keep  the  mind 
serene  and  easy  within  itself,  to  double  the  relish  of  onr  innocent  pleasures, 
and  wean  us  from  such  as  are  not  quite  so.  Bat  those  exercises  most  be 
short,  flowing  spontaneously  from  the  occasion,  not  studied  nor  made  a 
task  of:  oar  bns-ness  is  to  watch  the  little  emotions  in  our  heart,  and  ai- 
courage,  never  to  force  them,  nor  suffer  them  to  leave  a  solemnity  upon 
the  thoughts  or  conntenacce,  eo  as  to  supply  fuel  for  spiritual  vanity,  or 
prove  an  interruption  to  olfaer  matters  in  hand. 

IVofrme  swearing  has  a  like  efficacy,  only  works  the  contrary  way,  and 
therefore  may  not  improperly  be  styled  ejaculating  to  the  Devil,  who  is 
sometimes  addressed  therein  by  name  ;  for  it  helps  to  confirm  an  habitual 
contempt  of  Religion  and  all  the  tenns  belonging  to  it.  and  for  that  reason 
1  presume  was  first  inbuduced  by  such  as  thought  they  bad  too  strong  a 
sense  of  Religion  inculcated  into  tliem  by  the  nurse  and  the  priest,  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  it,  and  must  be  owned  a  sovereign  remedy  for  that  purpose. 
For  a  like  reason  probably,  it  was  encouraged  among  the  soldiery,  becaosa 
he  who  is  to  be  afraid  of  nothing,  should  learn  to  fear  neither  God  nor  the 
Devil :  and  this  maxim  may  be  right  while  courage  is  nnderstood  to  be  an 
intenubilty  of  danger,  not  a  prindple  of  prudence  enabling  to  deqiiae  an 
imminent  evil  in  contemplation  of  a  greater  distant  good. 

If  this  practice  ever  did  any  good,  it  must  be  by  silencing  cant  and 
hypocrisy,  and  so,  like  one  poison,  serving  as  an  antidote  to  expel  another. 
Nevertheless,  as  the  disciple  la  taught  to  imitate  the  unjust  steward  in  his 
{vovldent  forecast  for  the  future,  and  the  saint  may  strive  to  copy  the  devil 
k>  bis  industry  and  perseverance ;  so  the  pious  qacuktor  may  learn  of  the 
common  swearer  his  spontaneity  and  ease  of  expression,  and  his  readineaa 
in  mingling  it  among  common  transactions,  without  breaking  off  the  train 
of  thought  he  was  engaged  in  by  other  business :  but  1  would  not  have 
him  imitate  his  vanity,  nor  aim  to  be  thought  a  saint  as  the  other  does  to 
be  thouj^t  a  wit,  by  the  vehemence  and  fiuency  of  his  performance*  aided 
with  gestures  and  tuma  of  the  eye  respectively  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

There  is  another  form  of  devotion,  which  for  the  shortnew  may  be  reck- 
oned approaching  to  the  qaculatory  kind,  called  grace  at  meals :  this  our 
forefclbers  used  to  regard  as  a  serious  aflalr,  but  it  ia  now  growing  obso- 
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lete.  The  master  of  k  hmily,  or  panon,  where  there  is  one  preieat,  mum- 
bles over  a  few  worda  which  nobody  can  hear,  ae  if  he  wai  ashamed  of  bis 
office;  the  ladies  adjust  their  dress,  the  citizen  ejes  the  smoking  viands, 
the  beau  pretends  to  rise  from  his  chair  jost  when  it  is  over,  the  servants 
clatter  the  plates  and  glasses,  everybody  looks  upon  it  as  an  antiquated 
cereraonv  etill  Vgi/f,  up  they  do  not  Imow  why,  only  because  they  were  used 
to  it.  'When  a  company  of  young  felloWs  get  together,  who  in  all  ages 
and  coontries  have  ever  been  wiser  than  their  fsthm,  they  despise  it  as  a 
ridiculiKia  form.  In  polite  astembliee,  gentlemen  oi  fortune  and  knowledge 
of  the  wivld  Boom  submitting  to  vtdgar  customs  whereof  they  see  no  use. 

But  why  should  it  be  deemed  of  no  use,  because  so  frequently  none  is 
made  of  it  ?  and  this  may  be  presumed  owing  to  their  tooldng  for  the  use 
in  &e  wrong  place,  namely,  in  making  the  victuals  more  nutritive  or  assist- 
ing our  powers  of  digestion,  which  savouring  too  strongly  at  the  marvel- 
lous, I  do  not  wonder  they  rqect  it.  Whereas  this  exercise  tends  to  cherish 
the  habit  of  referring  those  things  to  the  gift  of  Providence  which  we  re- 
ceive from  natural  causes ;  that  main  support  both  of  Philosophy  and  Reh- 
gion,  without  which  the  former  would  degenerate  into  Atbeiem,  and  the 
latter  became  all  miracle,  occalt  quality,  and  si^)erstition.  And  since  the 
continual  converse  among  sensible  objects,  which  we  are  obliged  to  keep  up 
by  our  bodily  wants  and  occasions,  draws  u  unwarily  into  a  forgetfulness  of 
intellectual  truths;  it  must  be  of  no  small  service  to  break  the  attraction  by 
casting  a  glance  beyond  the  sb«am  of  second  causes  np  to  their  originiu 
fountain,  at  the  opening  and  close  of  every  meal.  Surely  there  are  no  plea- 
sures of  company  so  precious,  but  we  might  affi>rd  a  little  quarter  minute 
from  them  for  this  service. 

But  religious  thoughts  are  such  stiff  and  heavy  things  that  people  are 
afraid,  lest,  if  they  suffer  them  to  poeseas  their  minds  for  a  quarter  of  a 
minute,  they  shall  not  get  rid  of  them  again  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  nor  be 
able  to  resume  their  guety.  If  any  find  inconveniences  of  this  sort,  it  is 
rather  owing  to  the  stiAees  of  their  fiiculties  than  nnweildiness  of  the  ob- 
jects :  therc^re  they  have  the  greater  need  to  practise  an  exercise  which 
will  bring  their  mental  organs  more  supple.  We  are  all  extremely  fond  of 
havii^  our  will ;  but  the  greatest  and  moet  valuable  command  is  that  over 
our  thoughts,  enabling  ns  to  think  of  what  we  will,  and  when  we  will,  and 
as  kmg  as  we  will. 

18.  In  the  Chapter  on  Reason  in  the  First  Volume,  I  have  compared 
cmderstanding  and  Imagination  to  a  rider  and  his  horse.  The  complete 
horseman  is  master  of  all  the  paces  of  his  beast,  can  turn  him  to  right  or 
left,  put  him  suddenly  into  a  round  trot  or  gallop,  and  stop  him  again  in 
ao  instant ;  he  may  let  him  sometimes  prance  and  caper  and  curvet  when 
he  judges  proper,  but  never  against  his  liking :  so  it  is  the  perfection  of 
reason  to  have  the  inferior  faculties  under  control,  to  put  imagination  into 
•ay  train,  and  resume  the  farmer  again  at  pleasure ;  there  are  not  wanting 
examples  of  such  pliancy  of  imagination  among  mankind. 

When  Counsel  at  the  bar  are  in  the  middle  of  an  interesting  argument, 
their  Crier  calls  out.  Make  way  for  the  Grand  Jury :  the  orator  suddenly 
breaks  off,  jokes  and  laughs  among  his  acquaintance,  and  as  soon  as  the 
bQls  are  deUvered,  and  tiie  Forenuui  has  made  his  bow,  instantiy  resumee 
his  thread  of  argument  where  he  had  left  off.  A  man  expert  in  business, 
being  called  out  of  a  room  full  of  ^g^ing  girls,  may  talk  seriously  of  fm 
portant  a&irs,  give  his  cwders  completely,  and  then  upon  his  return  enter 
fully  into  the  merriment  going  forward.     We  are  told  C«s«r  could  dictate 
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to  tliree  AMMiueRKS  tc^ether,  in  doing  which  he  nuist  cast  hia  attention  K> 
and  fro  sococMtvcly  between  the  tnana  bekiDging  to  tfane  diffiirent  mihgects. 
So  that  it  i»  po«ible  to  ^n  the  art  of  grasping  oar  ideu  withont  letting 
th«m  gnap  upon  the  miod,  or  take  codi  glnej  bold  ■•  that  we  eannot  vtpe 
uff  at  pleasare :  and  tbongfa  we  moat  sot  ezpwt  to  nm  inch  lengths  aa 
Ctemr,  it  will  ba  worth  while  to  make  what  progreaa  ^  can,  especiaUy 
with  reapect  to  the  moat  aeriona  aQbjectB.  For  aincc  oar  condition  td  life 
necessitate*  oa  to  bo  pnpetoaUy  convenant  amongst  other  matten  <rf  a  very 
different  kind,  we  dudl  have  the  more  time  for  applying  effectai^y  to  both, 
the  teav  we  lose  in  the  paaaage  from  one  t»  the  other,  and  ahall  be  able  to 
iMenningle  them  more  frequently  without  damage  or  hindvanoe  to  one 
another :  wherri>y  all  parta  of  our  oandnct,  aa  weH  the  trivial  aa  the  mo- 
rocBtoae,  like  the  maia  timben  and  embelliilunenla  of  a  baildiBg,  may  be- 
come one  whcde,  cwtruetrt  upon  a  muform  aii4  oaoaiitrat  plan. 

Bat  we  ahall  nercr  oompaaa  thia  withoM  kaming  to  think  eaaily  on  reli- 
gioua  toptea ;  for  bhorions  tasks  cannot  be  ^«te  npon  without  painful  pre- 
paration, nor  will  preaently  leave  the  refleetion  at  Umt^  far  aaythiBg  dae : 
«id  one  would  imaging  then  ahoold  need  little  azbortation  to  think  easily 
upon  Bdigion  with  our  compatriots,  who  are  ao  fend  of  dbing  «*Mythii^ 
easily,  and  value  themadvea  so  modi  upon  iL  Only  the  eaae  they  admire 
is  not  that  aii^g  from  expertneaa,  bmt  frun  negligence  and  aveneneaa  to 
troiAIe ;  &e  esse  of  the  idle  boy  who  shibbera  over  his  leaaoo.  not  that  of 
the  proficient  who  has  it  comnt  at  bia  fingcra'  ends.  They  follow  the  fie- 
sent  inqiulae  of  fiaty  or  gale  of  foahion  m  everythmg,  and  this  thev  call 
moving  with  ease ;  ntvar  conaideriug  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
doing  things  eaaily,  and  doing  things  that  anybody  can  eaaily  do ;  whereas 
the  true  mosferly  ease  is  the  child  of  appScatioo  and  practice,  oot  will  ever 
he  Mtained  by  hiia  who  renilvea  to  do  nothing  be  cannot  eaaily  do. 

And  Qm  art  of  perfcnniag  the  most  Batons  offioea  eaaify,  and  yet  efiec- 
tnally,  wooU  ba  very  terviccaUe  for  the  godly  to  study,  aa  it  will  clear 
them  from  afllsetation  of  godlineaa :  which  is  the  grand  ebstaele  againat  its 
spreading,  becanae  renderii^  it  distasteful  to  othen.  For  afie^atJen  ia 
slwaya  a  atiff  and  fbicad  thing,  the  very  reverse  to  easinesa :  therefore  who- 
ever worid  gain  this  qoali^  most  attend  solely  for  the  time  to  the  thing 
he  ia  aboot,  aMoaing  ao  eountenmnc  nor  geUnrea  that  do  not  flow  natu- 
rally  from  it,  having  nothing  of  other  people  in  his  tboughta.  For  t^oa^ 
he'  may  wish  to  oast  a  good  inflnence  upon  them,  it  wov^  be  improper  to 
take  pains  upon  that  account:  he  liad  better  leave  example  and  syrapadiy 
to  their  chance  of  what  effeet  they  wiU  work  upon  th<  by-atanders.  For 
virtue,  h'ke  other  beanties,  is  ever  moot  ami^e  when  appearing  uaoonaeious 
of  her  duutoB ;  md  does  gieatetf  eseontion,  witen  most  tmdeaigning. 

19.  Havng  examined  the  natnra  of  divine  aarvicea,  and  fou^  tbur 
efficacy  liea  in  impre«ng  salatafy  diapoaitions  and  aentiments  in  the  heart 
or  imaginalioB,  it  ia  obviona  that  an  operation  upon  that  faculty  may  be 
aided  by  forms,  cemnoniea,  external  appearance,  example,  and  sympathy  : 
whence  springa  the  expedience  of  public  servioea,  wherein  a  whide  congre- 
gation joining>in  tka  same  form  of  vrorship,  may  do  their  work  more  effec- 
tually than  they  ooold  have  done  singly  1^  themaedves.  For  if  peraons  in 
the  same  w^  of  thinking  npon  seenlar  a£nra  fortify  themselves  in  their 
aentimantS)  and  baceaie  better  nmted  by  assembling  frequendy  together, 
whf  shoidd  not  the  Uka  efiect  fiow  nataraDy  from  reti^oua  aasemblies, 
were  they  rasvHed  hv  m  the  same  view,  and  not  out  of  mem  oaatora  or 
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But  if  then  were  not  certain  itated  times  ^^nted  for  auemfaling,  how 

ilwald  each  nan  know  when  the  leat  wen  diuoaed  to  Msmble?     Nor 


Nor 

perhapa  would  &«j  ever  stand  »  diapoead^  or  turn  their  thonghta  upon 
tfaair  ifiritaal  conconu  at  all,  without  the  idea  <tf  an  oUigUion  nrgbg  them 
to  it  at  paiticalar  waiona :  for  it  ia  well  known  how  backward  pe<^  are  to 
And  a  tuna  of  tkair  own  accord  for  matten  of  bonneaa  not  of  dircmon, 
whiiA  they  i|>praheod  mig^  be  done  at  any  other  time.  Tlterefore  the 
oomm^Hl  to  keep  holy  emry  Hvcntli  day  had  a  rational  fooadation  in  hu- 
nan  aatwe .-  not  A»t  there  wu  an  intmiHic  aacrednen  in  tbe  day,  which 
tten  ootdd  not  hare  been  changed  from  the  seventh  to  the  fint,  for  the 
attention  was  not  made  by  divine  commend  issoed  from  the  monUi  erf  onr 
■econd  lawgira-,  nor  recturdcd  in  the  Goapel,  but  by  onanimouB  consent  of 
the  firat  ChriitianB  fnbMj  to  orerthrow  the  st^erstitiaaa  notion  of  an  in- 
trinaio  Tirtne  in  the  day. 

I  make  no  doubt  that  worahip  peiformed  with  the  aenie  wcerity,  hearti- 
aeai,  and  devotion  on  a  Hiuradaywoald  be  as  c&ctnal  to  all  intents  and  por- 
poaei  as  on  a  Saada^ :  bat  it  is  not  to  be  suppoeed  that  a  man  who  neglects 
it  at  the  q>pointed  time,  will  perftiKin  it  at  any  other,  ind  a  oesBstion 
fren  all  "-"-"^  bnaineaii,  «tb«c  than  works  of  real  neceaaity  and  charity, 
en  ttat  ixf,  i»  lifcewiae  reqniatte  aa  men  are  constibitad :  for  dse  they  would 
ha  paipetnally  finding  excusta  far  noa-attendance  on  their  rdigioos  exer- 
aises,  freoi  amMattaoa  and  impedimentB  mieqtectadly  (idling  in  dieir  way. 
Band**  that  very  fcw  have  sneh  a  compliant  imagination  aa  tacommended 
in  the  last  section,  which  will  bear  taming  saddenly  into  the  moat  oppoaita 
tnona  of  thinkingrwitkast  laaviag  a  tinctnre  of  thoae  engaged  in  before,  or 
a  hankering  after  t^oac  to  Ulow  nest  in  anoceuiDa.:  thBrafbce  it  is  abto- 
Intdy  necessary  to  keep  ck»  of  all  worldly  attadunenta,  that  their  minda 
may  Kand  ready  to  bJI  into  Ae  posture  proper  for  the  bosiHSB  of  ihe  day. 
At  least  I  would  not  advise  anybody  to  indidge  kinaelf  in  taking  libertica 
with  Sondaya,  nntil  he  can  say  a  grace  with  foil  devatian,  in  Hie  midst  of 
gaietiea  immediately  before  tmd  after,  wttfaoat  suffering  a  single  idea  of 
them  to  intrade  dnnog  th*  few  moments  of  his  addreaa  to  Heaven. 

Nevertheless,  if  any  man  imagines  Sundays  of  no  nae  to  himself,  for 
tiiat  he  can  think  of  **»''{;»*■  as  mndi  aa  becomes  a  gentleman  witfaont 
tbem.yet  itisanniipardonablen^ligencetotake  noeonoemfix  other  folks. 
People  are  sfit  to  ciy.  What  shall  we  be  the  better  for  going  to  Chsr^, 
OT  noddiflg  over  a  roiuty  book  in  the  evening  instead  of  taking  an  inaocent 
game  at  cards :  but  they  ahonld  go  on  to  ask  one  little  qneetion  farther, 
what  hart  may  we  do  our  neighbonri,  or  the  fomily  ?  If  I  stay  away  from 
Church,  I  may  probably  apply  to  my  Ch^tera,  wlucb  often  tarn  upon  mat- 
ten  not  wholly  unsuitable  for  a  Sunday's  empk^ment ;  if  my  neighbour 
the  Cobbler  stays  away,  be  goea  to  the  alehoosa,  an  amfrioymcnt  1ms  om- 
ful  than  that  he  follows  on  his  woriung  days ;  and  he  tliinks  he  copies  my 
ezam[de  hercia,  becaasa  we  bodi  agree  in  that  circnnNtanea  of  ^wanting 
from  the  public  service. 

Fer  the  generality  om  look  no  £artber  than  to  the  antwnd  behsvioar, 
and  think  a  conformity  in  that  ncecsaarily  mfan  a  thorough  nmfbrmity  <k 
charaeter :  therefore  it  behoves  as  to  remember  St.  PaoPa  maxitD,  All  things 
are  lawful,  bat  all  thinga  are  not  ezpedknt,  and  tif^  it  to  the  present  oc- 
casion :  if  what  1  am  aboot  to  do  be  ever  so  hannlaas  for  me,  jtt  while 
it  may  offend  my  lm>ther,  I  will  refMn.  Henoe  appear*  that,  to  nsa  the 
aofteat  naaae,  it  ia  a  high  degree  of  inctmaidcnteBeas  to  do  or  omit  anything, 
whereby  Sanday  may  fall  into  disregard :  for  how  mach  eoever  w«  may 
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penaade  onndvea  a  form  ia  needlen  for  lu,  it  is  certainly  needful  for  the 
greater  part  of  piankiad,  who  cannot  enter  into  the  reaaonB  of  things,  bat 
mmt  be  led  into  the  enbatance  b^  meane  of  the  form,  and  will  catch  at  any 
authority  or  example  of  their  bettera  to  ezctue  them  from  the  form,  which 
ia  irkiome  to  them  becaow  they  do  not  discern  its  relation  to  the  aabstaoce. 

The  ceasation  from  bnaineM  makea  Sunday  more  improper  for  a  day  of 
jollity  to  the  populace,  than  any  other ;  for  on  other  daya  they  are  reHtr«ined 
from  wasting  too  much  of  theii  time  by  the  necessary  attaidance  to  tbeir 
work  and  pnrfeecionc,  and  kept  in  aome  dccomm  by  persona  of  sober  de- 
portment mingling  among  them ;  bnt  on  Sundays  the  seriou*  are  all  drawn 
off  to  attend  their  devotions ;  riot  and  wantonness  has  no  check  nor  control, 
but  the  giddy  and  the  libertine  ore  left  to  themselves  to  improve  one  ano- 
ther in  their  extravagances.  Atsemblies  of  audi  persons,  all  in  the  same 
way  of  thinking  or  t«ther  of  thougfitleasneBS,  may  be  termed  anti-divine 
services :  for  as  I  said  in  the  last  section  of  profane  swearing  compared  with 
ejaculation,  they  will  naturally  have  an  equal  inflneuce  with  the  Church 
services,  but  working  the  contrary  way,  especially  since  those  anti-gacnta- 
tions  commonly  bear  a  great  part  in  the  ceremouy.  Wherefore  it  mast  be 
expected  they  will  bring  upon  the  frequenters  a  caUonsneas  against  all  sense 
of  Keligion,  decency,  and  order,  and  fit  them  for  practices  most  opposite 
to  the  Will  of  God.  Accordingly  we  find  that  sndi  of  onr  malefoctora  aa 
make  a  penitent  exit,  and  will  give  any  tnie  account  of  themselves,  always 
declare,  that  the  beginning  of  their  ruin  waa  owing  to  the  custom  of  s^- 
bath-breaking. 

20.  The  same  reason  that  directs  to  the  appointment  of  times,  avails 
likewise  for  the  appropriation  of  particular  places  to  divine  worship :  for  as 
our  lives  pas*  in  a  continDBl  succession  erf  sensitiTe  and  reflective  ideas, 
thofe  of  both  sorts  will  run  together  in  clusten,  and  whenever  any  one  of 
the  bundle  happens  to  be  excited,  the  rcet  will  follow  in  train  mechanically. 
Tbia  has  been  noted  by  persons  of  thought  and  observation  in  di^ent 
branches  of  learning :  Mr.  Lodce  has  a  Cluster  upon  Association,  which 
whoever  takes  the  tronble  to  penise,  need  not  long  remain  unsatisfied :  or 
if  he  has  the  curiosity  to  see  the  same  subject  handled  in  another  manner, 
he  may  turn  back  to  my  two  Chapters  upon  Combination  and  Trains  in  the 
Fint  Volume.  Tulley  observes  the  connection  that  prevails  between 
places  and  things  deposited  in  them  by  the  tancy  alone,  from  whence  he 
Mys  Sintonides  took  the  hint  for  striking  oat  his  art  of  memory :  by  which 
an  orator,  taking  a  large  place,  containing  a  multitude  of  compartments,  all 
perfectly  ^miliar  to  him,  and  stationing  therein  the  several  materials  of  his 
oration,  represented  by  figures  or  images,  in  his  imagination,  they  will  oc- 
cur to  him  again  readily  in  their  proper  order  as  wanted.  And  there  is 
scarce  anybody  bat  most  have  taken  notice  that  on  going  into  a  school, 
a  council  chamber,  a  work-shop,  or  a  ball-room,  where  he  has  been  fre- 
quently engaged,  he  will  find  his  thonghts  run  spontaneously  upon  the 
subjects  then  used  to  occupy  them  in  those  places. 

In  like  manner,  the  entrance  into  a  Church,  set  apart  for  holy  purposes, 
casta  aomething  of  an  awe  and  solemnity  upon  the  mind,  and  would  cast 
more,  were  people  careful  to  carry  none  but  holy  purposes  in  with  them. 
Therefore  a  sobriety  and  decency  of  deportment  is  necessay  to  give  the 
Church  its  sacred  infiaeoce :  for  it  does  not  operate  by  charm,  nor  magic, 
nor  occult  quality  of  the  building,  but  by  the  natural  cohesion  of  seusitivf 
ideaa  with  tiiose  of  reflection,  wherewith  they  have  been  constantly  uuilcd 
and  kept  clear  of  foreign  mixlorM. 
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And  to  our  Bfaame  it  mint  be  owned,  that  tbe  common  people  are  better 
behaved  in  this  respect  than  their  superiore,  for  though  they  gather  in 
knots  in  the  church-yard  to  talk  of  their  private  affairs,  of  news,  of  fairs, 
of  cricket-matches,  yet  when  entered  the  doors,  they  throw  aside  all  those 
amusements,  and  during  their  continuance  within,  preserve  at  least  an  ap- 
pearance of  seriottsnees :  whereas  the  polite  vu^ar  nod,  and  laugh,  and 
giggle,  and  fidget  to  and  fro,  and  whisper,  or  play  antic  tricks,  and  loll 
about  with  an  affectation  of  carelessness,  resolved  to  do  wrong  rather  than 
not  assert  their  liberty  of  doing  what  they  will :  I  suppose  the  difference 
is  owing  to  the  meaner  sort  standing  in  awe  of  the  person,  as  believing 
him  B  great  man;  but  the  gentry  esteeming  themselves  above  bim,  ^taud 
in  none.  If  this  be  the  ease,  it  shows  the  greater  need  of  something 
external  to  strike  a  mechanical  awe  upon  persons  who  have  not  judgment 
and  discretion  enough  of  their  own  to  keep  them  in  decency  and  order. 

Tho  Church  is  the  most  improper  place  in  the  world  for  asserting  pri- 
vileges, and  keeping  np  distinctions :  when  we  come  there,  we  are  not 
'squires  and  ladies,  shopkeepers,  ploughmen,  and  dairv- maids ;  we  are 
Christians,  and  nothing  else,  all  equally  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  bene- 
fits of  that  place,  according  as  we  compart  ourselves  in  it.  Therefore  if  I 
were  Pope,  I  would  decree  that  the  poor  man  should  put  on  bis  best  clothes 
and  the  rich  man  bis  worst,  that  there  might  be  the  nearer  expression  of 
equality.  For  the  same  reason  I  would  prohibit  all  pompous  titles  and 
cooTtly  epithets :  these  things  are  very  proper  in  the  world,  to  increase  our 
reverence  for  those  whom  God  has  set  in  authority  over  us,  but  let  every- 
thing be  done  in  its  proper  place  ;  let  us  r«ider  to  Ctesar  the  things  thst 
are  Cesar's,  end  to  God  the  things  that  are  God's.  When  entered  upon 
aacred  ground,  we  are  to  pay  our  court  solely  to  Heaven,  not  to  our  fellow 
servants  though  placed  in  office  above  us ;  there  should  be  no  majesties  nor 
highnesses,  nor  most  noble  patrons,  reverends  nor  right  reverends,  nor  by 
what  style  or  title  soever  dignified  or  distinguished ;  but  the  same  decent 
plainness  of  style  preserved  throngbout  as  in  the  lAoming  prayer  for  the 
clergy  and  people,  and  that  in  t^  Commnnion  Service  entitled  for  the 
Church  Militant. 

It  is  written.  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them  :  but  then  the  gathering  mast  be  in  his 
name,  that  is  under  a  sense  of  his  immediate  presence,  or  it  will  have  no 
avail,  for  that  it  is  which  brings  him  down  among  us.  For  God  is  really 
and  Bubstanldally  present  everywhere,  alike  intelligent  and  observant  in  the 
common  parlour  as  at  the  altar,  the  only  difference  is  made  by  the  state  of 
oar  internal  optics ;  whenever  they  are  set  towards  him,  he  stands  before 
us ;  when  they  discern  nothing  of  him,  he  is  absent ;  and  is  more  or  less 
immedistely  present,  according  to  the  disposition  whernuto  they  are  fallen. 
which  disposition  the  solemnity  of  the  place  helps  to  cast  them  into. 

Wherever  devotions  can  be  paid  wiA  equal  piety  of  heart,  they  will  be 
accepted  alike  i  bnt  this  cannot  be  done  in  all  places  indiscriminately  with- 
out some  extraordinary  circumstance  to  fix  the  attention.  Suppose  a  man 
euzed  with  a  distemper  that  will  suffer  nothing  to  pass  through  him  :  he 
has  tried  several  remedies  in  vain,  and  given  himself  over  :  if  at  last  he  6ods 
them  b^n  to  take  effect,  I  conceive  he  may  offer  as  pure  and  acceptable  a 
thanksgiving  from  his  dose-stool,  as  he  ever  did  from  a  hassock  in  his  pew :  ■ 
but  ordioarily,  when  diere  is  no  uncommon  incident  to  raise  a  strong  emo- 
Don  upon  the  mind,  it  is  of  greet  nv>ment  what  objects  are  surrounding  us. 

vot.  II.  2  o 
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L«t  any  nun  try  whether  he  can  throw  hi*  thongfata  into  whatever  pottore 
be  pleuea,  while  kneding  down  upon  a  dnnghill  in  the  midat  of  cowa,  and 
boga,  and  posltry :  therranv  he  need  not  deafHw  the  aid  of  extenial  ap- 
pearances, but  let  him  retnember  they  are  only  aid* ;  for  neither  they  net 
the  holy  Spirit  will  do  anything  for  ua,  they  only  aanat  our  eodeaToata  in 
whet  we  atrive  to  do  for  onraelTea. 

From  what  haa  been  aaid  above  it  appears,  there  may  be  a  real  ate  in 
the  consecration  of  Chnrcbes :  not  that  it  conjnrea  down  a  snpematnr^l  inda- 
ence  into  the  stonea  or  the  mortar,  the  pnlpit  or  the  pewa,  bnt  because  it 
begins  the  asaociation  between  the  place  and  devont  ideas  to  be  connected 
tbCTewith,  and  serves  for  a  warning  to  the  people  to  admit  no  diBcardaat 
ideas  to  mingle  in  the  train.  Therefore  there  is  an  expedience  in  keeping 
places  once  appropriated  to  sacred  uses,  from  being  employed  in  any  others, 
which  would  dissolve  the  association  that  gives  them  their  salutary  infln- 
ence.  After  the  care  I  have  taken  all  along  to  examine  everything  by  na- 
Inre  and  natoral  canses,  I  shall  hope  to  stand  ocqaitted  of  all  fondness  for 
charm  and  for  the  marvellons :  yet  for  all  that,  should  make  a  scruple  to 
play  at  cards,  join  in  a  conntry  dance,  bai^n  for  a  horse,  or  apply  to  any 
other  profone  employment  in  a  Chmch.  Not  that  I  should  think  my  pro- 
fanation could  draw  any  virtue  away  from  the  material  or  stnotnre  of  the 
edifii«,  or  render  it  less  fit  for  the  uses  of  otber  persons  who  should  never 
know  what  I  have  been  doing :  but  because  I  should  apprehend  it  might  by 
natural  efiect  prove  an  unconsecreating  the  place  with  respect  to  mysdf, 
and  such  as  might  know  of  my  levities,  by  nutking  it  introduce  them  me- 
ebanically  to  the  reflection  at  other  times,  and  thereby  disaasooating  thoe* 
trains  it  was  intended  to  asust  in  striking  upon  the  mind. 

21.  Nor  do  places  alone  deserve  r^w^  for  their  natural  efiect  to  keep 
imagination  to  her  proper  cue:  bat  likewise  things  employed  in  them,  vest- 
ments, utenuls,  and  stations  for  performing  the  jteveral  offices.  There  is  a 
greater  exactness  requisite  upon  those  articles  for  a  gross  and  ignorant  peo- 
ple, wherefore  we  find  very  miDote  directions  given  thereupon  in  the  Jewish 
ceremonial,  for  which  we  must  presume  there  was  a  good  reason ;  for  if  w« 
will  needs  deny  them  to  have  been  of  divine  appointment  but  the  impou- 
lions  of  Moses,  still  upon  this  hypothesis,  we  must  allow  him  to  bare  been 
a  shrewd  and  crafty  politician,  who  knew  well  what  he  did,  and  that  they 
would  work  a  strong  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  or  else  be  woold 
never  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  employ  them.  But  as  mankind  grows 
more  rational,  there  is  less  occasion  for  application  by  the  senses :  perfai^ 
little  more  is  needful  for  as  than  soch  a  neatnesa  and  decency  in  external 
appearances,  as  may  not  catdi  away  the  attention  either  by  their  finery  or 
Aeir  slovenliness. 

Bnt  that  ol^ects  nmanding  have  no  inflnenoe  upon  the  mtnda  of  Aa 
company,  is  contrary  to  experience  in  the  copamon  customs  of  life ;  why  else 
have  we  onr  dining-rooms,  where  things  are  kept  a  Uttle  more  vpmet  and 


el^ant  than  in  the  common  rooms  for  fomily  use  ?  A  pared  of  yotutg 
folks  might  once  for  a  frolic  be  very  merry  together  in  a  bam  bung  all  round 
with  enormous  cobwebe ;  and  even  in  Uiat  case  the  novelty  of  the  thing 
and  oddity  of  the  furniture  might  have  an  effect  to  inoease  their  merriment: 
bnt  whoever  should  make  a  practice  of  receiving  his  company  in  this  equi- 
page, I  fear  would  find  the  ease  of  convenation  greatly  clogged  thereby ; 
nnlese  it  happened  to  turn  upon  rallying  him  for  the  pecolianty  of  his  taste. 
Therefore  svcb  as  aim  solely  at  the  Measures  of  conversation,  and  think 
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nothing  of  drawing  an  admiration  of  their  wealth  or  elqiance  of  tute,  will 
be  car^bl  to  «xhiUt  >  acene  that  may  neither  ofiend,  ncr  engage  the  eye. 
Nut  that  I  mean  to  condemn  all  regard  to  elegance  in  private  hooaes,  tmt 
in  a  Chnrch  none  other  aim  is  allowable  betides  that  of  the  benefit  of  con. 
venation  with  Heaven  :  therefore  the  pomp  of  Popery  is  as  bulty  as  a  total 
negligence ;  it  might  indeed  be  very  right  to  answer  the  porpoaeB  intended 
by  it,  which  were  to  draw  off  the  TenoBtioa  for  Religion,  and  turn  it  into 
a  veneration  for  the  peraona  officiating.  Vet  it  seems  expedient  there  should 
be  aome  distinction  of  dress,  and  some  little  reaove  of  behaviour  in  those 
who  make  profesnons  of  dispensing  holy  things,  that  the  appearance  of  the 
person  may  co-aaaist  with  the  appearance  of  the  stmcture.  Neither  is  there 
a  visible  impropriety  that  he  shotild  officiate  in  one  garb  when  acting  as  the 
month  of  the  congr^ation  to  lead  them  in  their  adoratimu  in  the  throne  of 
Glory,  and  in  another  when  he  takea  the  part  of  a  teacher,  employing  hu< 
man  reason  to  exponnd  the  sacred  oracles,  and  apply  them  to  oar  partica- 
lar  nses ;  for  something  more  solemnity  of  mind  is  proper  for  the  people  to 
exercise  their  Beligion,  than  to  learn  it. 

Nor  is  the  variety  in  our  service  without  its  use  for  relieving  and  awaken- 
ing the  attention,  for  we  shall  find  now  and  then  that  aome  parts  of  it  are 
long  enongh  to  afford  time  for  a  comfortable  niq).  If  short  forms  and  cere- 
monies are  to  necessary,  that  Christians  of  all  denominations,  even  those 
who  affect  to  declare  loudest  against  them,  find  it  impracticable  to  do  with- 
out them :  they  all  have  their  particular  places  of  worship,  which  they  are 
earefiil  to  keep  in  what  they  esteem  decency :  and  their  badges  of  distinc- 
tion, be  it  ft  black  cap.  a  cloak,  or  coat  of  a  peculiar  cot,  for  their  ministry. 
Even  the  gifted  priestess  among  the  Qoaken  is  known  by  her  green  ^ron ; 
end  the  t»r>therhood,  though  pretending  to  regard  nothing  bat  the  inner 
■nan,  yet  are  so  cmiscientioiisly  attached  to  externals,  that  I  suppose  they 
would  sooner  bam  at  the  stake,  than  abate  en  inch  of  their  broad-brimmed 
hat.  In  the  last  century,  while  a  real  sanctity  was  endeavoured  to  be 
placed  in  estnuals,  it  was  a  noble  straggle  for  religious  liberty  to  prevent 
this  notion  &om  spreading  among  the  people  by  opposing  other  externals 
against  them  t  but  now  nobody  retains  eaeti  notion  of  their  containing  an 
intrinsic  virtue,  the  charge  of  superstition  lies  at  the  door  of  those  who 
imagine  them  to  carry  an  intrinsic  malignity.  For  reason  pronounces  (hem 
alike  indifferent  either  way :  thnefbre  £ere  is  as  much  superstition  to  the' 
full  in  believing  the  service  cannot  be  read  devoutly  in  a  surplice,  as  that  it 
ennnot  be  so  read  without  one. 

22.  Having  thus  essayed  an  explanation  of  the  manner  wherein  externals 
help  us  forward  in  the  work  of  Salvation,  by  assisting  to  bring  the  mind 
into  a  dispoeition  proper  for  om-  most  important  duties,  and  so  becoming 
the  natural  means  of  gnkce,  the  result  will  be,  that  a  due  regwd  for  them 
deserves  to  be  carefoUy  inculcated,  especially  upon  the  young,  the  giddy, 
and  Uie  ignorant,  who  will  be  least  capable  of  understanding  their  method 
of  operation  and  wherein  their  real  efficacy  lies.  Ilierefore  thej  most  he 
made  to  prevaU  in  snch  way  as  can  be  effected,  the  more  rational  undoubt- 
edly the  better :  but  theory  must  snnetiroes  give  way  to  practicability,  and 
be  that  cannot  do  as  he  woold,  must  do  as  be  can,  rather  than  do  nothing, 
to  attain  a  good  end.  Where  the  natural  effects  cannot  be  rendered  mani- 
fest, God  may  be  represented  as  giving  ns  arbitrary  commands :  yet  what- 
ever is  enjoinedhy  him,  orbypowms  delegated  under  him  to  give  directions 
in  n>atters  of  iddiArence,  msy  be  leken  upon  credit  to  carry  a  real  expedi- 
ence we  caimot  USaotn. 
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If  this  be  too  refined  and  abstniK  to  unk  into  some  imaginationa.  re- 
canrse  moit  be  had  directly  to  cwmmaiid,  obli^tioo,  and  fear :  the  dutiei 
mutt  be  eDJoised  as  indiapeasable,  issuing  fivnti  divine  authority,  or  human 
derived  therefrom,  whose  eotnmanda  are  not  to  be  disputed  nor  disohejed. 
without  drawing  down  heavy  mischiefB  apon  the  tranBgressor.  But  tiien 
particular  care  riiould  be  taken,  both  in  the  choice  of  thing*  to  be  enjoined 
and  manner  of  erpression  concerning  them,  to  give  no  handle  for  apprehend- 
ing an  occnlt  quality  inherent  in  them,  or  sapematnral  efficacy  annexed  to 
them  :  it  leemi  the  best  way  to  prononnce  them  in  general  sacred  and  ne- 
cessary, withoat  detcending  into  particular  explanatioiu.  If  any  person  not 
content  with  the  general  idea  of  obligation  will  join  thereto  a  kind  of  ma- 
gical virtoe,  because  incap^le  of  conceiving  an  efficacy  any  other  way,  it 
is  not  to  be  avoided,  nor  will  it  do  him  any  hurt :  for  soperstition  we  have 
■aid  before  is  relative,  and  the  grotaeat  apprehensions  are  sufficiently  pore 
to  him,  whom  God  has  not  endned  with  an  understanding  capwle  of 
better. 

Religion  will  accommodate  itself  to  all  c^wcitiea,  and  if  not  designedly 
oorrapted  by  politic  or  enthuaiastic  mixtures,  will  turn  into  nourishment 
Mlntory  to  all  constitntioiis  -.  juet  as  the  same  bread  tnrna  into  one  kind  of 
flesh  in  men,  another  in  fowls,  and  another  in  fishes,  proving  nourishment 
alike  to  them  all.  Therefore,  to  judge  soundly  of  Religion,  it  is  necessary 
to  study  human  natnrei  and  what  effects  may  be  worked  thereupon  by  the 
eererel  parts  of  it :  but  the  free  thinker  prouounreB  hastily  without  C(^;ni- 
caiice  of  the  cause,-  for  he  studies  nothing  of  human. nature,  but  proceeds 
altogether  upon  an  abstract  nature  of  thii^ ;  a  mere  cant  plurase,  of  which 
he  has  no  clearer  conception  than  the  lowest  vulgar  have.of  thur  mysteries, . 
and  would  be  aa  much  at  a  loss  to  give  a  steady  intelligible  explanation. 

Uten  for  the  other  ^rt  of  his  subject.  Religion,  he  tekes  his  idea  of  that 
from  the  nurse  and  the  ptittt,  whom  he  affects  to  hold  in  such  sovereign 
contempt :  for  he  apprehends  it  to  contain  nothing  more  than  the  first 
rudiments  imbibed  from  them.  But  he  might  reflect  that  perhaps  his 
nuTM  or  some  other  old  woman  first  tau^t  hun  to  read,  yet  he  would  not 
now  take  his  estimation  of  our  language  from  the  spelling  and  pronnndation 
of  the  old  woman :  and  the  priest  who  taught  him  his  accidence  might  not 
be  the  most  enlightened  of  his  order ;  or  S  he  were  ever  bo  knowing,  could 
convey  no  more  than  a  child  was  datable  of  receiving.  Who  as  soon  as  he 
began  to  think  himself  a.  man,  which  was  probably  before  he  left  school, 
resolved  to  regard  no  more  what  was  said  to  him  by  priests  upon  the  sub- 
ject, so  could  learn  nothing  more  from  them- 

But  it  should  be  remembered  that  aa  in  some  sciences  there  is  an  exoteric 
and  esoteric  doctrine,  both  many  times  couched  under  the  same  language 
and  the  same  figures,  the  latter  not  capable  of  being  conveyed  completely 
by  all  the  teaching  in  the  world  without  honest  and  careful  application  in 
the  recipient  to  digest  it  well  for  himself :  so  in  the  science  before  us,  we 
are  told  there  is  a  killing  letter  and  a  quickening  spirit,  which  may  be  rela- 
tive :  for  a  popular  system  designed  for  everybody's  use,  cannot  be  expected 
in  all  its  parts,  eqtully  to  Buit  everybody's  digestion;  so  that  the  literal 
sense,  which  is  poisonous  to  one  man,  may  prove  wholeaome  to  another, 
and  the  spiritual,  which  is  vivifying  to  one,  may  seem  aa  dry  and  tasteless 
chaff  to  the  other.  Therefore  it  becomes  every  one  who  thinks  himself  a 
profound  reasoner,  to  seart^  fiurly  for  what  rational  construction  things  are 
niBceptible  of,  and  to  whose  radooal  naea  they  are  appUdable,  before  h» 
pretends  to  decide  upon  the  merits  of  them:  if  aoyUung  herein  before 
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nii;g«ated  in  thia  and  the  preceding  Cbapten  «h«H  tSord  hints  to  help 
formrd  such  an  inquiry,  I  shall  esteem  it  the  luckiest  thing  I  could  have, 
wished. 


CHAP.  XXII*. 
WORD,  OR  LOGOS. 

HiLViHo  in  the  last  Chapter  explained  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  in  a  vum- 
ner  conustent,  as  I  hope,  both  with  reason  and  orthodoxj,  I  may  now 
proceed  with  more  freedom  and  less  liableness  to  be  suspected  of  evil  dC' 
signs,  to  examine  some  other  ideas  of  that  Divinity,  psrticiilaFly  those  con- 
cerning the  Logos  or  Word,  Creator  of  the  World ;  !  have  already  tooched 
upon  this  subject  in  my  Chapter  upon  the  IVinity,  where  I  have  committed 
an  oversight  in  saying,  4  11,  that  1  had  not  happened  to  meet  with  any 
person  of  repate  in  the  Chnrch  since  Beveridge,  who  held  Christ  to  be  the 
Demiourgos  or  Maker  of  the  World.  But  I  have  since  seen  a  discourse,  in 
four  parts,  of  a  late  Bishop  of  London's  [Dr.  Sherlock],  whom  I  shall  never 
deny  to  have  been  a  person  of  very  great  repute  in  the  Church,  wherein  that 
opinion  of  my  lord  of  St.  Asaph  seems  enforced  with  great  strength  and 
acateneas  of  argument.  As  I  was  one  of  his  lordship's  flock,  attended  his 
discourses  with  much  pleasure,  and  1  hope  with  some  emolument,  and  had 
read  them  when  first  published.  1  had  probably  heard  and  must  certainly 
have  read,  the  very  discourse  alluded  to  above,  yet  it  proved  like  the  seed 
scattered  by  the  vray  side,  which  the  birds  of  the  air  came  and  picked  np 
and  carried  away.  1  could  easily  conceal  this  slip  of  jnemory  firom  the 
world  by  changing  a  few  words  in  the  Mannscript,  which  still  remains 
locked  up  in  my  custody ;  but  I  choose  to  let  it  stand,  agreeably  irith  the 
character  of  the  Searches,  unsolicitous  to  hide  their  defects,  but  rather 
willing  to  put  their  readers  npon  the  giuard  against  admitting  too  hastily 
whatever  they  may  advanoe. 

For  the  like  reason  I  shall  take  notice  of  another  taistake,  falling  na- 
turally enough  to  be  considered  in  the  way  of  my  present  inquiry,  whereia 
1  have  been  set  right  upon  an  artide  in  Mr.  Locke's  Essay,  by  a  very  learned 
and  judicious  Elxpositor  [Dr.  Law,  Bishop  of  Carlisle,  in  his  Defence  of 
Mr.  Locke's  Opimon] ,  in  answer  to  an  Essay  on  Personal  Identity,  more  in- 
timately acquainted  with  that  excellent  author,  who  fay  telling  another 
pentw,  has  very  lately  told  me,  that  he  had  mis^iprehended  him ;  for  that 
Mr.  Lodce  used  Feraon,  not  as  a  metaphysical  term,  comprehending  what 
belongs  to  a  man  in  real  existence,  but  as  a  forensic,  denoting  some  such 
quality  or  modification  as  denominates  him  a  moral  agent,  and  renders  him 
a  true  object  of  rewards  and  punishments.  This  discovery  proved  no  mor- 
tification tome,  as  the  reader  will  easily  believe;  for  he  must  have  perceived 
me  always  uneasy  whenever  fancying  myself  in  discordance  with  Mr.  I,ocke, 
and  therefore  will  conclude  it  most  give  me  sensible  pleasure  to  find  my< 
self  relieved  from  such  uneasiness. 

3.  But  as  that  oHier  person,  throogfa  whose  correction  1  received  mine, 
appears  to  have  the  prying  eye  and  sedate  industrious  countenance  of  a 
S«irch,  I  am  willing  to  acknowledge  him  for  a  relation,  and  beg  leave  to* 
stand  np  for  the  honour  of  the  fiunily,  by  defending  the  oommendahleuees 
of  his  attempt  to  settle  what  it  is  that  distinguishes  one  person  from  another, 
uitderstanding  that  term  aa  relative  to  the  real  existence,  which  is  now 
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proved  upon  u>  not  to  have  been  the  object  bad  in  contemiilation  by 

Slr.Lodce. 

This  is  going  aa  far  aa  I  can,  for  with  respect  to  the  succeis  of  hie  attempt, 
I  find  myself  forced  rather  to  take  aide  with  our  reprover.  I  alwayi  look 
upon  my  consdoasneaa  aa  an  evidence  where  I  waa,  what  I  did  or  saw  at 
any  former  time :  bat  if  I  had  a  continuation  of  thought  all  last  ni^t  whik 
asleep,  1  am  aure  1  know  nothing  of  it  now,  therefinv  it  can  be  no  evidence 
of  anything  done  by  me,  or  ba^ioiing  to  me  yesterday.  Consciananesa, 
indeed,  may,  and  eometimea  does,  give  &lae  evidenoe.  I  have  myself  been 
conscious,  that  is,  firmly  believed,  or  seemed  to  remember,  leaving  a  paper 
in  one  particular  place,  and  afterwards  foond  it  in  another,  under  my  own 
lock  and  key.  I  once  waa  consdons  of  having  read  in  my  bible  that  the 
tower  of  Siloam  fell  upon  certain  Galileans,  and  quoted  the  test  so  in  the 
separate  edition  of  my  Chapter  on  Freewill:  whereas  anybody  that  pleasea 
to  consult  his  own  bible,  will  see  that  I  never  really  read  any  such  thiitf . 
Nevertheless,  the  distribution  of  reward  and  poniahment  in  another  1^ 
being  the  act  of  God,  nobody  can  suspect  he  will  sufi^  a  fidlacions  coneci- 
onsnesa  to  take  possession  of  any  man :  therefore  whatever  condition  we 
may  find  ourselves  in,  whether  in  the  body  of  a  bear,  or  a  lamb,  or  a  man, 
or  in  one  of  those  the  angeb  are  supposed  to  have  appeared  in,  or  without 
any  body  at  all,  provided  we  have  a  contclousness  of  our  [oveent  conduct, 
we  may  take  that  for  a  certain  evidence  of  our  being  the  very  persons  who 
^  help  that  conduct,  whether  good  or  bad,  and  become  the  proper  objects  to 
'  receive  the  wages  reapectivdy  earned  thereby,  either  of  sin  unto  d«ith,  or 
of  righteoDsnees  unto  life  eternal. 

But  oar  inquiry  tends  to  discover  what  constitutes  our  identity,  not  what 
gives  us  our  evidence  of  it :  and  I  fear  we  shall  hardly  find  it  in  a  continu- 
aUon  of  thought.  For  in  the  first  place  the  matter  of  &ct,  that  the  sool 
does  always  think,  seems  very  disputable :  in  the  next,  supposing  that  point 
demonstrated,  one  cannot  presently  tell  what  is  to  be  tmderstood  by  sach 
continuation  of  thought,  as  shall  constitute  an  identity  of  person.  When 
eight  bells  are  chimed  for  an  hour  together,  there  is  a  continuation  of  aonnd 
the  whole  time,  yet  this  does  not  constitute  an  identity  among  than,  nor 
consolidate  all  the  eight  into  one  and  the  same  bell.  If  npoa  a  large  army 
marching  along,  the  General  commands  Halt,  the  word  is  given  anoces- 
sively  from  one  corps  to  another  until  it  reachea  the  remotest  ends  of 
the  columns,  I  presume  every  man  has  an  idea  of  the  word  as  he  bears 
and  repeats  it :  so  then  there  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  thought  tun* 
ning  throoghout  the  whole  host,  yet  this  can  never  make  it  all  to  be  one 
identical  Uing.  No,  yon  say,  there  is  no  occasion  it  should :  for  it  is 
not  the  same  kind  of  thought,  but  a  continuation  of  thought  in  general, 
that  constitutes  the  identity.  Well,  then,  how  shall  we  know  which  way 
to  distinguish  one  contiouatian  from  another  ?  for  there  are  multitudes 
of  them  in  the  worid,  and  there  may  be  a  oontinuation  of  thought  in  gene- 
ral imagined,  where  there  is  a  chtmge  of  the  subject  wherein  the  thought 
at  diflerent  times  is  found. 

Romantic  suppositions,  I  find,  sre  not  to  everybody's  liking;  but  my 
good  cousin  Search,  I  am  amt,  will  not  be  angry  with  me  for  making 
Uiero,  because  he  practises  the  like  himsdf.  Let  him  then  please  to  sup- 
pose a  new  Planet  or  habitable  Earth  created  with  a  thousand  men,  who 
diould  continue  to  think  during  their  abode  thereon ;  but  at  the  end  ot 
twenty  yeara  one  half  of  them  wera  annihilated,  and  as  many  new  men 
created  in  their  room,  who  should  begin  to  think  the  moment  the  fonnei 
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left  off.  Snf^Mwe  forther,  thkt  after  a  second  twenty  yeart  the  remaining 
half  of  the  firat  men  were  likewise  annihilated,  and  iucc«e4ed  by  an  eqnd 
anmber  of  freah  men,  wbo  sboohl  go  on  with  their  trains  of  thought  for  a 
third  Bcore  of  yean.  Here  would  be  joat  a  thooaand  nnintermpted  conti- 
nnations  of  thought,  and  no  more,  daring  the  whole  time :  yet  who  will 
say  the  men  of  the  last  score  were  the  same  peraons  with  those  of  the  first  ? 
Beaidea  that  tbooght  in  general,  taken  abstractedly,  la  one  and  the  same 
thing  wherever  found.  You  say  you  think  withoat  ceasing,  and  I  preeome 
yon  wonid  say  the  same  of  me :  and  it  is  our  thinking  that  makes  us  per< , 
sons  1  for  the  table,  whidi  never  thinks,  is  no  person.  Be  it  so :  then  our 
thinking  conititntet  na  persona ;  but  what  conatitutea  ns  different  persona  ? 
for  I  am  not  you,  nor  yon  roe.  Surdy  not  our  thinking,  for  in  that  respect 
we  are  exactly  the  same :  what  else  Uien  can  it  be  nnless  our  subetantial 
or  numerical  diversity  7  We  may  have  different  heights,  shapes,  gaits, 
gesture*,  voices,  or  wear  different  coloured  clothes,  and  folks  may  know  na 
from  one  another  by  those  mariu;  hnt  these  are  evidences  of  our  being 
di&rent  persons,  not  what  constitutes  na  such.  Neither  in  our  fictitioos 
Planet,  can  you  ever  make  out  a  thousand  continuations  subsisting  at  one 
time,  any  otherwise  then  by  considering  them  as  the  thoughts  of  so  many 
persons,  each  distingnished  from  the  rest  in  some  other  respect  than  that  of 
their  thinking.  Ihut  you  see  the  same  objection  actually  lies  against  the 
continuation,  as  I  had  mipposed  lying  against  consciousness,  in  my  Chapter 
on  the  Existence  of  Mind,  Vol.  I.  p.  397.  For  the  idea  of  person  must 
precede  that  of  continuation :  so  it  is  no  help  to  tell  me  I  may  find  my  per- 
sonality by  my  continuation,  becaoae  I  most  settle  my  idea  of  personalitj 
before  I  can  make  use  of  the  explanation. 

8.  We  Searches,  althongh  many  of  us  are  not  dever  at  tiMiUjng  tha 
tde«eope,  are  observed  to  be  in  general  very  fond  of  the  microscope.  Tliia 
leads  us  of  course  to  pry  about  amongst  objects  difficult  to  be  discerned : 
but  I  humbly  conceive  there  are  difficulties  in  the  world  which  are  not 
nngatory  difficulties.  We  often  find  them  useful  to  ooreelTea  for  keepbg 
onr  thoughts  distinct  and  steady :  and  sometimes  if  we  can  get  a  good 
pencil  to  delineate  oar  microscopic  observationa  neatly,  may  make  Uiem 
serviceable  to  other  people,  and  give  a  tittle  cheek  to  the  fluctuation  of 
language  and  ideas  common  amcoig  mankind.  Now  for  the  credit  of  my 
new  relntion,  and  myself,  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  out  that  this  object, 
which  we  have  holden  nnder  the  microscope,  is  a  matter  of  importance : 
nevertheless,  aa  it  does  not  suit  with  the  honesty  of  a  Bearch  to  extol 
things  higher  than  they  deserve,  I  shall  first  point  out  in  what  particnlan  I 
tiunk  it  <n  no  moment. 

Our  inquiry  does  not  seem  to  |vomise  a  result  that  can  at  all  contiibuta 
towards  advancing  that  main  purpose  of  Rehgioii,  the  keeping  mankind  in 
order  by  the  hope  of  fatnre  rewards,  and  dread  of  future  punishments.  For 
□ur  people  do  not  build  their  expectations  upon  a  nice  and  accurate  survey 
of  Aeir  own  frame  and  constitution,  but  nwin  the  proper  fonudation  where- 
on they  ought  to  rest  them,  namely,  the  Word  of  God,  who  has  promised 
to  recompense  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.  Now  in  the  word  Man, 
they  indude  their  idea  of  Person,  so  as  to  believe  that  each  and  every  of 
them  in  his  own  person  shall  receive  the  adequate  recompense  of  his  doings. 
And  as  their  assurance  depends  solely  upon  the  divine  Promise,  they  may  bq 
safely  left  at  large,  to  fix  or  fluctuate  in  their  own  ideas  of  person :  fbi 
whatever  they  apprehend  for  the  time  to  constitute  them  the  same  person, 
Ihcy  know  that  God  is  able  and  faithful  to  continue  or  restore  it  to  tbeub 
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s  malic*  the  peraou,  when  tb«  accreta  of  all  heaita  duU  be 
laid  open,  their  conwiousness  of  thb^  (hey  have  now  fbi^tten  wUl  re- 
tnm.  If  the  thioktng  soul  be  themselvea,  1h  wdl  preserve  the  aoul  entira 
after  dissolation  of  the  bodily  &ame,  and  inveat  it  with  a  glorified  or  dia- 
bolical body,  ci^ble  of  receiving  blissful  or  tormeating  aenaaticma.  If  their 
body  must  coosist  of  the  very  same  matter,  he  ia  able  to  call  back  all  the 
dusts  wherdnto  tbey  shall  rot,  and  replace  them  in  vital  union  as  before. 
If  they  must  have  the  aame  stature,  shape,  complexion,  features,  limba,  and 
organs,  it  ia  no  hard  matter  for  Almighty  Power  to  give  them  a  second 
time  what  they  see  and  feel  he  has  given  them  once.  Or  even  if  ther« 
should  be  any  one  so  idle  as  to  think  he  cannot  be  the  same  peraon  withont 
having  the  aame  coat  on,  this  would  make  no  difficulty  in  the  present 
point ;  for  he  would  not  doubt  the  power  of  God  to  gather  together  all  the 
threada  and  haira  and  single  particles  whereinto  hie  coat  may  be  dissipated 
by  water,  or  tire,  or  time,  and  reinstate  them  in  their  present  texture,  fitted 
for  hia  wear.  ^' herefore  it  seems  prudent  to  forbear  perplexing  them  with 
subtile  questions  concerning  the  identity  of  person,  and  if  they  perplex 
themselves,  as  sometimes  they  will,  to  draw  them  off  from  the  subject  aa 
well  a&  we  can,  and  evade  a  direct  answer,  which  we  shall  never  be  able  to 
make  them  comprehend.  For  it  matters  not  what  conception  they  have  of 
the  thing  so  long  as  they  adhere  to  this  general  truth,  that  their  own  per- 
son, whereinsoever  it  consists,  shall  he  made  accountable  for  the  actions 
performed  by  it  in  this  life. 

4.  But  there  are  tome  other  respects  wherein  I  cannot  yet  persuade  my- 
self but  that  a  right  notion  of  person,  aa  expressive  of  our  real  existence, 
is  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  Religion,  particularly  in  that  fiin- 
damental  article,  the  Being  of  a  God;  in  proof  whereof  I  have  already 
drawn  arguments  in  the  seventh,  ei^th,  and  ninth  Chaptere  of  the  Treatise 
on  Theology,  &om  the  primary  properties  of  spiritual  substances,  or  persons, 
differing  from  tfaoae  of  the  material,  for  wliich  no  cause  can  be  assigned 
among  the  powers  of  nature,  therefore  recourse  mnst  be  had  to  an  Aathor 
of  nature.  But  besides  this  benefit,  a  persuasion  of  the  naperiahableneas 
of  our  persons  must  take  off  all  that  unwillingness  to  acknowledge  a  God, 
which  is  well  known  most  of  anything  to  have  driven  men  into  Atheism.' 
They  look  upon  God  as  an  object  of  affright,  a  controller  of  their  actions,  a 
restraint  npon  their  pleasures,  and  therefore  resist  the  most  cedent  argu- 
ments that  would  draw  on  a  concluaion  they  dread. 

Lucretius  took  advantage  of  this  prejudice  among  mankind,  and  threw 
out  a  lure  for  proselytea  by  the  promiae  of  an  indemnity  for  all  the  wicked- 
ness tbey  might  please  to  commit :  well  knowing  that  any  specious  sophisms 
would  serve  to  prove  his  point,  if  he  could  once  get  them  to  wish  it  true. 
For  if  the  soul  be  nothing  more  than  a  result  from  the  disposition  of  certain 
material  atoms  in  a  very  carious  organization,  whenever  the  organization  ia 
broken  up,  there  is  an  end  of  the  soul,  and  all  possibility  of  punishment  re- 
moved. It  had  been  objected  against  him  that  since  chance  never  ceases 
working,  she  might  at  some  future  time  cast  the  same  atoms  together 
■gain  into  an  arrangement  precisely  the  same  with  that  tbey  stand  in  at 
present,  in  which  case  the  same,  soul  mnst  retam.  He  granted  that  the 
atoms,  some  thousands  of  years  hence,  after  infinite  tombliogs  and  toasinga 
■bout,  would  &U  into  their  former  aitnation,  from  whence  a  thinking,  feeling 
■oul  mnit  neoesaarily  result :  but  he  denied  that  this  would  be  the  same  aoul. 
Juat  aa  when  a  company  of  dancers  assemble  together  and  dance  for  six 
bonrs,  the  whole  is  one  ball :   but  if  th^  leave  off  at  the  end  of  thrc 
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bonra,  aod  a  fortnight  afterwftrda  a  second  party  is  propoted,  whereon  they 
maet  to  dance  for  three  honn  again;  this  is  a  ball  too,  bat  another  ball  dis* 
tinct  from  the  fonner.  So  the  soul,  which  is  bnt  ft  dance  of  atoms,  cannot 
be  the  same  ball  with  that  performed  by  the  same  company  a  thousand 
years  ago  :  therefore,  whatever  wretched  fortune  may  befsll  it,  ne,  that  is, 
our  present  souls,  have  no  concern  therein. 

S.  This  being  the  state  of  the  argament,  I  mnch  fear  that  my  mdnstrions 
fellow-labourer,  who  I  am  persuaded  intended  no  harm,  has  unwittingly 
foinished  arms  for  the  enemy ;  who  will  eagerly  lay  hold  on  the  continua- 
tion to  enforce  his  own  tenets.  Suppose  the  same  collection  of  atoms,  erst 
called  Lnovlius.  should  return  to  their  pristine  arrangement,  and  converM 
among  us  iiere  in  old  England  under  the  same  name.  If  we  went  to  put 
him  in  mind  what  a  wicked  dog  he  had  been  in  his  first  appearance  upon 
earth,  he  would  rejdy,  Prithee,  do  not  twit  me  with  that :  it  was  not  I,  hut 
somebody  else,  that  was  the  wicked  dog  yon  cry  out  upon.  Uind  what 
your  nameaake  there  says  :  he  is  an  excellent  master  of  aignnienl,  and  has 
demonstrated  beyond  all  controversy,  that  it  is  the  continuation  at  thought 
which  constitutes  the  person.  What  have  I  to  do  with  that  old  fellow,  the 
predecessor  of  Virgil  ?  when  he  hung  himself  up  like  a  dog,  as  he  might  be 
for  aught  I  know  or  care,  there  was  an  end  of  his  continuation :  ^d  if  I 
began  to  think  five  and  twenty  years  ago,  after  a  discontinuance  of  eighteen 
centuries,  this  ifas  the  commencement  of  a  new  continuation,  a  new  person, 
that  has  no  connection  in  the  world  with  the  former,  who  Btmtted  atraut  the 
streeta  of  Rome  in  my  pretty  shape. 

And  your  friend  in  like  manner  has  fortified  me  against  all  alarms  of  a 
future  ret^oing.  If  your  God  designed  me  an  accountable  creature,  he 
has  managed  very  ill  in  making  me  mortal,  because  he  will  thereby  put  it 
out  of  his  own  power  ever  to  call  me  to  an  account  hereafter.  What  if  he 
should  work  a  resurrection  of  my  atoms,  and  set  them  a  thinking  again  i 
this  would  be  a  new  creation,  another  continuation  o(  thought,  another 
penon,  not  me,  nor  anywise  affecting  me.  llierefoTe  I  will  think  freely  and 
act  freely,  kiss  the  giris  and  put  the  bottle  abont,  as  long  as  I  can :  and 
when  I  can  think  and  act  no  longer,  then  good  night  to  you  all,  I  shall 
sleep  sound  euouf^,  I  warrant.  Why  should  Lncry  the  Second  care  what 
becomes  of  Locry  the  Third  ?  let  the  devils  pinch  and  scourge  and  bum, 
till  they  are  tired,  I  shall  feel  nothing  of  them.  But  sure  he  can  never  be 
•o  unjust  as  to  have  another  boy  flogged  for  naughty  tricks  played  by  me. 

I  am  well  satisfied  my  honest  friend  had  no  thought  of  such  a  turn  being 
given  to  his  system,  being  persuaded  that  the  bdief  of  a  divine  Power, 
which  would  preserve  to  us  our  continuation  of  thought  after  dissolution  of 
our  bodies,  was  so  well  established  that  nothing  new  can  endanger  the 
ihalung  it.  I  believe  he  is  right  so  far  as  to  our  compatriots,  among 
whom  I  have  acarce  ever  heard  ^  an  Atheist  upon  principle,  though  I  fear 
there  are  too  many  in  practice.  But  across  the  Channel  they  seem  to  be 
not  so  scarce,  if  one  may  guess  by  the  oompositiona  of  their  favourite  poet 
and  romancer,  besides  some  other  squibs  thrown  out  occasionally  on  the 
other  side  the  water :  for  that  volatile  people  are  more  prone  than  ourselves 
to  mistake  essence  for  existence,  our  evidence  of  things  for  the  things  them- 
selves,  take  thought  and  a  thinker  for  synonvmoos  tense,  and  are  led  by 
notions  umilar  to  that  of  the  continuation,  to  deny  the  immortality  of  the 
•oul.  Now  though  the  politicians,  whose  dnty  it  is  to  preserve  the  balance 
of  power,  must  look  upon  the  French  nation  as  our  rivals,  and  avoid  every- 
thing that  may  advance  their  interests  i  yet  the  Searches,  being  citizens  of 
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the  wn-ld,  will  e«t«au  &  Freochmim  a  fellow  citiseii  oonneded  in  utemt 
with  themMWea,  and  abataiu  ca^cl  illy  from  venting  opinion!  which  maj  be 
em^oyed  for  overtnniing  ftU  Religion  from  the  very  bottom  amon^  any 
denixeni  of  Ute  Mine  dty,  wherever  dispened  throughont  this  termtrial 


6.  Now  the  doctrine  of  the  nme  indiTida^l  enbetance  cannot  be  peirerted 
to  endi  miadiievoffls  pnrpocet :  for  though  I  find  no  repugnance  amongst 
my  ideas  against  believing  it  poaaible  for  God  to  aonibilate  a  nibetanoe,  and 
at  any  distance  of  time  creMe  it  again  the  same  identical  rataetance  it  waa 
before,  yet  I  see  no  shadow  of  pmability  that  be  ever  does  so.  And  the 
Atheist. cannot  admit  the  poenbility  of  Hoch  annihilation,  for  be  denies  a 
God,  and  there  is  none  other  power  capable  of  either  prodactng  a  new  sub- 
stance into  Being  or  thmsting  oat  an  old  one.  So  that  if  the  same  person 
be  the  same  substance,  there  can  be  no  discontinnance ;  bat  though  it  should 
Ue  a  thousand  years  in  utter  insenubility,  yet,  whatever  good  or  evil  shatt 
befall  it  afterwards,  will  affect  the  very  same  pencm  who  receives  either 
now.  Let  him  then  torn  back  to  lix  two  concluding  sections  in  the  Siz& 
Chapter  on  Theology,  in  Vol.  I.,  where  he  will  see  what  a  dismal,  discon- 
solate prospect  lies  before  him.  Iiet  him  reflect  how  many  requisites  there 
are  for  our  sustentatitm  and  enjoyment ;  the  wonderfol  oi^[ani»tion  c<  our 
bodies*  the  carious  structure  of  plants  and  animal*,  the  disposition  oi  tlie 
earth,  in  hills,  and  soils,  and  waters,  all  needful  to  supply  as  with  externals: 
and  whenever  taken  from  these,  he  will  find  his  ezpectatitKis  reduced  to  the 
lottery  of  chance,  wherein  there  are  a  million  of  blanks  to  one  prixe.  This 
most  make  him  heartilj  wish  to  find  a  God,  and  a  beneficoit  Providence, 
directing  all  the  courses  of  events  among  things  as  well  visible  as  invisibie : 
and  give  a  willing  ear  to  whatever  solid  aigumenti  can  be  adduced  tar  tbt 
reality  of  such  a  governance. 

But  to  prevent  confusion  of  ideas,  I  shall  beg  the  favour  ofJum,  if  it  ba 
not  too  much  trouble  for  a  fine  gentleman,  jnet  to  take  one  peep  with  ^ 
microscope  in  order  to  distinguish  between  the  identibr  and  the  eaeunee  of 
person ;  only  deuring  him  further  not  to  forget  what  he  sees  the  next  in- 
stant after  he  lays  down  my  glass.  Consdonsneas  may  do  well  enough  for 
Mr.  Locke's  purpose,  and  that  most  nsefol  one  of  impressing  the  idsa  of  an 
after-reckoning  apon  the  generality  :  but  for  the  Seances'  purpose,  that  ot 
accurately  understanding  our  nature,  I  humbly  conceive  it  necessary  to 
place  the  identity  of  the  peiwm  in  that  of  the  substance,  and  its  essence  in 
the  faculty  of  perceptivity.  Substances  are  <nilitiarily  ranged  under  two 
classes  diatingiuthable  from  each  other  by  their  primaj7  properties  of  soli- 
dity and  perceptivity  i  these  then  constitate  their  essence,  make  them  re- 
B{)ectively  to  be  what  they  are,  and  denominate  them,  the  one  matter,  and 
^  other  spirit. 

Bodies,  or  compoMtions  of  mere  matter,  cannot  apidy  to  themselves,  nor 
do  we  ever  apply  to  them,  the  personal  prononna,  I,  Ilion,  He :  wfaoae 
grammatical  meaning,  I  am  warranted  to  say,  generally  points  out  the  tnw 
ori^  of  our  ideas  primarily  annexed  to  them ;  becanse  bodies  want  per- 
ceptivity or  the  capadty  of  receiving  good  and  evil.  But  I  apprehend  thoae 
prononns  are  nsed.  not  to  express  the  essence  of  a  person,  but  to  distin- 
guish  some  one  person  from  all  the  rest :  nor  are  they  applicable  to  per- 
ceptivity in  the  abstract,  but  to  one  particular  percipient ;  which  term  in- 
cludes the  idea  of  substance.  Even  among  bodiee,  though  we  commonly 
distinguish  them  by  their  qualities  or  appearances,  yet  wlMre  they  are  ex- 
actly similar  in  appearance,  still  we  can  make  the  dietincttou ;  as  between 
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two  eggi,  tor  we  know  Huta  ri^t  hand  e^  is  not  the  Mt,  althongfa  for 
anything  we  can  tell  they  are  esaentially  the  aame ;  therefore  the  diversity 
we  discMD  between  thonean  be  none  other  ttian  a  nomerical  or  rabrtantial 
diversity.  In  like  manner,  ai  it  is  said  there  have  been  twins  so  much  alike 
that  nobody  oonld  know  them  apart,  when  in  talking  to  one  we  apeak  of  the 
other  and  employ  the  word  Yon,  I,  He,  we  appropriate  those  terms  to  each, 
solely  upon  account  of  their  being  different  anbatancea. 

7.  Mr.  Locke  tells  us  he  had  a  very  confused  idea  of  substance.  I  be- 
lieve to,  becanae  he  wa«  an  accnrate  inquirer,  who  loved  to  esamine  every- 
thing distinctly.  And  I  am  apt  to  think  the  idea  lies  more  coniiised  in  the 
minds  of  the  studious  then  of  the  volgar.  Though  the  microscope  be  an 
excellent  inBtrament  of  vision  for  curious  objects,  it  is  hurtful  upon  many 
occasions :  for  if  yon  walk  in  the  street  with  a  pair  of  microscopes  tied  to 
your  eyes,  you  will  be  perpetually  running  against  people.  We  plodding 
folks,  who  deal  modi  in  abstraction,  want  to  abstract  a  subataoce  fi^im  all 
its  qualities ;  and  in  that  naked  state  it  must  certainly  exhibit  a  very  con- 
Aised  idea,  for  it  discovers  itself  solely  by  its  qualities.  What,  though  I 
know  this  egg  is  no  otherwise  than  substantially  different  from  that,  I 
should  know  nothing  of  either  egg  if  it  were  not  for  the  whiteness  and  oval 
shape  before  me. 

If  we  consider  the  matter  fiurly,  we  diall  find  it  full  as  hard  with  the 
best  microscope  to  abstract  a  quality  frmn  it*  snbetance  and  fellow- qualities, 
as  the  substance  from  them.  Bat  we  deceive  onreelvea  by  mistaking  the 
qnality  for  the  effect  produced  in  onrsdves :  which  hat  put  aome  sophista 
upon  undertaking  to  prove  that  a  rose  is  not  red.  For,  say  they,  colour  ift 
a  sanation  of  the  mind,  and  the  rose  has  no  bcom  of  any  colour  at  all.  But 
redness,  when  spoken  of  the  rose,  is  a  power  of  raising  a  particolar  sensa- 
tion in  us.  It  remains  in  the  flower  after  we  cease  to  look  or  think  of  it. 
We  can  easily  recall  die  sensation  by  our  reflexive  power  at  any  time  with- 
out thinking  of  any  source  from  whence  we  received  it,  that  is,  we  can  put 
our  minds  into  ^le  same  situation  they  hod  been  thrown  into  by  the  rose, 
and  this  we  term  an  abstraction :  but  we  cannot  by  any  effort  ik  imagina- 
tion concave  a  redness  really  subsisting  without  us,  and  actually  striking 
•ensatioDS,  detached  irom  all  shape,  size,  solidity,  and  the  rose  whereto  they 
belonged.  If  in  common  discoarse  we  talk  of  a  noise,  a  smell,  or  a  light, 
without  thinking  from  whence  they  proceeded,  yet  upon  a  little  reflection, 
we  know  there  tmist  be  some  sonorous,  or  odorous,  or  luminous  body  occa- 
sioning  them. 

Hiere  are  some  things  we  can  clearly  concdve  in  conjunction  with  others, 
though  we  cannot  apart.  I  seem  to  myself  to  have  a  very  clear  oonceptioa 
ot  the  surface  of  my  table  being  smooth,  for  mine  eyes  exhibit  that  appear- 
ance without  taking  in  any  of  the  thickneas ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that 
surfiux  sejnrated  from  the  t^hle  without  an  nndendde  distinguishable  from 
the  upper  upon  turning  it  round.  So  I  seem  as  clearly  to  conceive  a  eab> 
stance  possessing  certain  qualities,  whethra*  of  solidity  or  perception ;  yet  I 
cannot  ea«ly  conceive  either  substance  or  quality  existing  apart  without  the 
other.  Indeed,  I  can  frame  some  confused  idea  (rf  the  former,  so  for  as  to 
believe  it  possible  though  never  happening  in  foct ;  but  none  at  all  of  the 
latter.  When  we  speak  of  t^nga  external  we  do  not  apprehend  them 
groups  of  qualities,  but  bodies  postessmg  them ;  when  of  persons,  we  do 
not  express  them  by  their  fitcnlties,  whatever  we  may  hold  to  constitute 
them  persons.  I  may  believe  myself  a  consdent,  not  a  consciousness ;  nor 
a  continuation  of  thought,  but  a  continual  thinker ;  nor  a  perceptivity,  but 
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a  perceptive  Kpirit.  Even  God  hitneelf  we  doliot  ^iprdietul  to  be  «  col* 
lection  of  attributes,  but  the  I  AM.  to  whom  they  belong.  In  aU  these 
eiprescdona  tbere  ib  an  additional  idea  over  and  above  the  attribute*  or 
qualities ;  and  this  I  call  lubatance,  which  it  therefore  one  of  the  most  cur- 
rent ideas  among  us.  If  an?  body  dislilces  the  name,  let  him  term  it  Being, 
or  existence,  or  agent,  or  whatever  else  he  pleases  :  for  non  ^o  verba  moror 
modo  rem  teneatig,  amici,  I  matter  not  the  words  so  we  nnderetood  one 
another's  meaning. 

8.  Then  for  individuality,  without  which  we  shall  often  mistake  in  the 
identity  of  things,  onr  idea  seems  somewhat  confused  too,  or  nther  fluc- 
tuating, and  sometimes  fallacions.  We  cannot  find  it  in  the  bodies  affecting 
OUT  senses,  which  are  all  undoubtedly  compounds :  and  if  we  recur  to  subtile 
■pecolstions,  we  shall  find  insuperable  difficulties  attendiug  both  the  admis- 
sion And  rejection  of  atoms.  Whatever  strikes  in  one  sensation,  or  rises  to 
our  thought  in  one  complex  idea,  or  suits  our  convenience  to  consider  entire, 
we  deem  an  individual.  Thus  in  the  map  of  a  connty,  we  expect  to  find 
every  individual  town  and  village  and  river ;  we  may  employ  an  upholder  to 
take  a  list  of  every  individual  piece  of  fnmitnre  in  our  houses :  and  speak 
of  a  general  examining  into  the  state  of  every  individual  regiment  is  his 
army.  For  with  us  an  individual  is  not  what  cannot  be  divided,  bat  what 
we  cannot  or  do  not  choose  to  divide. 

These  individuals  may  loee  their  real  identity  while  preserving  th^  ap- 
parent, by  their  parts  being  successively  exchanged  for  others ;  sometimes 
without  onr  perceiving,  as  is  probably  the  case  of  plants  and  "n'mah ;  and 
sometimes  with  our  knowledge,  as  in  rivers  and  winds,  whose  very  essence 
is  incompaUble  with  a  real  identity.  For  tbe  essence  of  a  river  consists  in 
having  a  stream,  that  is,  a  perpetual  change  of  waters :  stop  the  influx  and 
efflux  of  water,  and  it  becomes  another  thing,  which  you  wiU  call  a  canal. 
And  it  is  the  current  of  air  from  one  quarter  Oiat  makes  an  east  wind  :  if 
the  air  be  stagnant,  it  is  no  more  an  east  than  a  weet  wind :  it  is  no  wind 
at  all,  but  a  calm.  So  that  here  a  diversity  of  substance  is  necessary  to 
constitute  the  identity  of  an  individual.  But  we  term  these  individuals, 
becaoie  we  cannot  separate  any  component  idea  without  destroying  tbe 
complex  or  taming  it  into  some  other  complex :  take  away  the  waters  from 
your  river,  and  it  is  no  river,  but  a  den  or  diy  ditch ;  take  away  the  hanks, 
and  it  is  a  pool,  or  lake,  or  flood. 

Hie  detvest  idea  of  a  true  individual  I  apprehend  may  be  gotten  from 
the  contemplation  of  ourselves ;  but  then  we  must  take  some  pains  to  look 
for  it,  for  the  current  conception  will  not  help  us.  We  know  one  another 
by  our  faces  and  shapes,  therefore  conceive  our  bodies  to  be  our  persons  or 
sdvea.  If  yon  ask  any  common  man  for  a  description  of  his  person,  yon 
will  find  bim  including  his  whole  corpooeal  firame,  hair,  and  naUs,  and  all: 
which  is  certainty  a  very  complicated  individoal  containing  a  multitude  of 
parts.  Bat  if  you  watch  men  in  their  ordinary  motions,  you  may  perceive 
them  contractiDg  their  idea  to  the  parts  of  their  compound  severally  oc- 
cordiug  to  the  occasion.  When  I  look,  it  is  I  and  mine  eyes  that  see,  my 
ears  have  no  concern  in  tbe  business :  when  I  hear,  it  is  I  and  mine  ears, 
for  raioe  eyes  take  no  share  in  the  sound  :  nor  do  1  for  that  instant  appre- 
hend my  feet  as  any  part  of  the  penon  who  sees  and  hears.  If  anybody 
desires  more  upon  this  topic,  let  him  talk  with  another  nearer  relation  of 
mine,  one  Cuthbert  Comment,  to  whom  he  may  procure  an  introduction  by 
Mr.  Dodsley  for  a  silver  shilling. — [A  pamphkt  entitled  Man  ia  Quett  of 
tiimfel/.] 
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9.  lliere  i»  yet  ft  farther  teparation  in  many  very  familiar  expraanona 
wherein  the  personal  pronouiu  have  a  place  ;  and  I  may  say  again,  becanae 
it  hoa  been  said  once  by  a  better  man,  that  the  grammatical  meaning  of  thcce 
worda  generally  pointa  oat  the  true  origin  of  our  Ideaa  primarily  annexed 
to  ihnn.  Now  I  might,  with  propriety  of  the  language  current  among  as, 
talk  of  having  seen  a  Aing  with  mine  own  eyes,  he^d  it  with  mine  ears, 
pushed  with  my  foot,  spoken  with  my  tongue,  or  paid  a  tradesman's 
bill  with  my  own  hands.  All  which  phrases  imply  the  idea  of  our  limbs 
and  organs  being  instruments  :  for  we  apply  the  same  prepoajtion  to  things 
avowedly  so,  as  I  wrote  with  my  pen,  I  mended  it  with  my  penknife,  I 
have  trapped  the  bottle  with  a  goad  cork,  I  can  draw  it  out  again  with  a 
screw.  In  all  thoae  phraaea  of  doing  or  perceiving  with  our  limbs  and 
organs,  there  is  a  selection  of  the  person  distinct  from  our  corporeal  frame 
aod  every  part  of  it  then  in  our  thoughts. 

This  selected  person,  which  percdvea  and  acts  npon  all  occasions,  seems 
the  thing  expressed  by  the  word  I,  in  its  grammatical  sense ;  for  it  is  the 
same  f  who  see  and  hear  and  push  and  speak  and  pay  billa,  altboogh  the 
parta  of  my  body  respectively  concerned  herein  are  various.  Neither  doea 
the  term  denote  any  of  oor  facnlties  or  some  particular  exercise  of  them ; 
for  the  jMt>noan  Our  grammatically  implies  a  poeseasion  distinct  from  the 
owner ;  and  in  the  expression,  I  sl^  sound  for  six  hours  last  night,  there 
ii  no  idea  contained  oIf  any  exercise  of  the  facnlties  at  all.  Therefore  the 
[Honoan  tbere  must  denote  a  Patient,  or  Being,  or  existence,  not  de- 
pendent upon  the  body  as  a  modification,  or  in  my  language  a  substance. 
And  I  conceive  everybody  apprehends  the  word  1  to  signify  a  troe  indi- 
vidoal  without  parts,  when  he  uses  it  in  his  common  diacourses,  how  little 
soever  he  may  reflect  npon  his  so  doing ;  for  if  I  were  to  say  that  one  ball 
me  saw  a  thing  with  mine  eyea  while  the  other  half  did  not,  or  that  in 
looking  at  a  chess-board  one  part  of  me  saw  the  yellow  king,  another  the 
bladi,  another  the  queen,  another  the  bishop,  and  so  on  of  the  rest,  I 
believe  I  should  not  be  nnderatood,  nor  oonld  any  grammatical  meaning 
whatever  be  found  in  my  words. 

10.  I  have  been  more  prolix  and  minute  npon  these  points  of  the  iodi- 
vidnal  and  of  substance,  becanse  every  now  and  then  I  meet  with  very 
MnsiUe  men,  who  either  slight  them  as  idle  curioetties  or  say  they  can  form 
no  clear  conception  of  them.  How  clear  I  have  made  them  by  my  endea- 
vours in  former  parts  of  this  work  as  well  as  here,  must  be  le^  to  the 
'odgment  of  others  upon  making  the  experiment  by  perusing  me  carefully : 
for  I  do  not  pretend  to  stand  exempt  from  that  self-deceit  which  beguiles 
us  often  to  tbink  ourselves  extremely  clear  upon  matters,  wherein  others 
more  sagacious  tee  plainly  that  we  are  inconsistent  or  cloudy. 

Yet  I  cannot  easily  allow  them  to  be  matters  of  trifling  import,  because 
from  them  may  be  drawn  the  fullest  proof,  discoverable  by  the  Light  of  Na- 
ture, of  oar  perpetnal  duration,  and  the  sbtingest  inducement  to  examine 
carefidly  what  is  likely  to  befall  us  in  after  times,  and  what  we  can  do  now 
to  secure  to  ourselves  a  happy  issue  then.  It  will  be  uigcd  we  have  a  better 
light  by  which  he  who  runs  may  read  all  the  necessary  truths  concerning 
those  things ;  but  there  are  people  who  love  to  kick  about  in  the  sandy 
deserts  of  abstraction  until  they  raise  a  dust  which  obnubilates  that  better 
lu;ht.  And  it  is  no  contemptible  service  if  one  can  draw  such  into  a  train 
of  reasoning,  suitable  to  their  taste,  which  shall  corroborate  instead  of 
weakening  what  they  had  been  taught  before. 

Nor  can  it  take  us  off  from  our  dependence  npon  our  maker,  tor  nobody  - 
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doabts  that  be  wbo  created  cea  aonihilate  :  but  whea  we  reflect  on  hia  ia- 
nratalHlity,  it  mnst  afford  us  no  small  evidence  of  hia  will  that  he  should 
continoe  for  ever,  to  find  that  he  has  already  ^vea  na  an  imperiBhable 
nature.  Then  it  ia  obvions  to  every  eye  that  Being  ia  nothing  worth 
vrithoat  well  being,  for  which  we  depend  entirely  upon  hia  goodoeas  and 
merey :  nor  is  thm  even  a  conjectore  to  be  fanned  npon  our  (utare  con- 
dition nnlesa  from  contemplation  of  the  Attribntea. 

1 1.  Another  nse  springing  from  the  right  notion  of  an  individoal  sab- 
stance,  thoDgh  perhaps  some  may  not  think  it  a  use,  ia,  that  it  haa  been 
helpfid  to  me  in  prosecuting  the  main  design  profesaedl  j  aimed  at  thnragh- 
ont  tlus  volume,  whicli  was  to  strike  oat  what  mi^  be  oalled  either 
a  rational  Christianity,  or  a  Christian  Philosophy.  Now  Fhiloaophy  pro- 
oeeda  by  the  stady  of  natnre,  and  builds  its  expectations  in  faturity  npon 
natural  canaes,  I  da  not  forget  it  is  the  common  doctrine,  that  future  re- 
ward and  paoiahment  is  distriboted  by  the  immediate  act  of  God ;  nor  do  I 
desire  to  coDtrovert  it,  nor  to  inculcate  any  other  whenever  going  forth  apon 
the  thigh  of  flesh,  becaose  despairing  to  make  any  other  method  compre- 
hensible to  the  vulgar.  But  wlien  standing  upon  the  golden  thigh,  atten- 
tive to  the  mnsic  of  the  apheree,  althoogh  I  atill  ascribe  all  to  the  act  of 
God,  yet  it  is  not  his  immediate  act  to  be  performed  hereafter :  for  he  has 
already  bo  established  hia  lawe  of  nature,  as  that  vice  shall  natorally  lead 
into  misery,  and  virtne  into  bappineaa.  Even  that  greatest  of  all  interpo- 
sitions, the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  operates  by  turning  the  coarse  of  natnre, 
from  a  deatmctive  into  a  aalntary  channel,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  in 
the  last  chapter.  And  I  have  observed  that  the  idea  of  natural  causes  slips 
insensibly  into  the  tboughta  of  the  most  orthodox,  even  in  their  popnlar  dia- 
eonrses.  You  can  scarce  attend  a  preacher  ten  times  but  in  some  one  of 
them  yoa  wilt  hear  him  urging,  amongst  other  at^gunenta  for  a  holy  life, 
that  if  we  could  suppose  God  to  admit  a  wicked  man  into  heaven,  he  would 
be  miaemble,  becanae  he  would  find  no  gratification  there  for  hia  corrapt 
^ipetites,  bnt  every  thing  abhorrent  to  his  gross  and  carnal  taste. 

From  hence  we  may  gather  the  general  opinion,  safely  to  be  entrusted 
with  the  vulgar,  that  it  is  of  the  essence  of  wickedness  to  be  incapable  of 
tasting  the  joys  of  heaven ;  and  it  is  likewise  a  general  opinion,  that  wicked- 
ness and  righteousness  may  be  exchanged  (m  each  otber,  for  the  wicked 
may  repent  and  be  saved,  the  saint  may  fidl  from  his  righteousness  and  be 
lost.  Whence  follows  unavoidably,  what  I  have  remarked  in  former  chap- 
ters, that  in  our  diatmotion  between  soul  and  body,  we  do  not  make  the 
separation  dean,  bnt  take  some  part  of  the  latter  into  our  idea  of  the 
former.  The  rational  aonl,  aarvivrng  npon  dissolntion  of  the  body,  and  en- 
tering into  a  state  of  bliss  or  woe,  carries  with  it  a  character  of  righteous- 
ness or  wickedness,  which  had  been  interchangeable  with  each  other  during 
life  :  therefore,  besides  the  perceptive  spirit,  must  contain  an  ethereal  body 
or  vehicle,  wherein  the  essence  of  righteousness  or  witkedneas  resides; 
for  individuals  can  never  change  their  essence. 

Existence  belongs  ac^y  to  substances,  and  essence  soldy  to  qualities. 
Even  if  I  were  asked  for  the  essence  of  a  substance,  I  could  not  describe  it 
otherwise  than  by  the  confused  idea  of  a  qoality  of  possessing  qualities,  and 
ot  ensting  independently  of  them ;  wherdn  it  differs  from  all  qualities, 
which  cannot  ai^nally  subsist,  Iboagh  they  may  be  thought  of,  without  a 
quale  to  possess  them.  It  is  the  essence  ot  matter  to  be  solid,  that  is,  re- 
Mstant  and  moveable :  it  may  lie  for  ages  without  either  resistance  or  mo- 
tion for  want  of  something  to  strike  or  shove  against  it,  yet  retains  its  capa- 
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city  of  both.  It  is  the  feeenoe  ol  ■ptrit  to  be  perceptive !  it  may  renuia 
for  ages  nnder  a  total  iiuetuibility  for  want  of  objeota  to  perceive,  oemtlie' 
leu  continaea  capable  of  pcvcqttion  all  the  vhile ;  as  we  believe  onraelvea 
to  do  during  tound  deep ;  for  how  Boand  soever  our  sleep  bad  been  last 
night,  had  a  pistol  been  let  off  in  the  chtunber,  we  think  we  ahonld  hare 
beard  it.  Which  capacity  of  resistance  and  perception  are  primary  praper- 
tiea,  given  to  their  respective  substances  on  their  creation,  and  iasepwable 
from  them :  for  neither  matter  nor  spirit  can  ever  lose  its  essence,  or  ex- 
change it  for  the  other  while  retaining  its  existence ;  yet  are  snch  rnrwnrwTS 
distii^aishable  in  idea  from  existence,  thongb  few  people  care  to  iiuke  the 
distinction. 

But  there  are  secondary  essences,  much  more  nnmeroos  than  the  primary, 
resulting  from  composition,  which  may  be  [midaced,  destroyed,  renovated, 
and  altered ;  yet  not  otherwise  than  by  some  change  in  the  substance  of  the 
componnd.  I  will  not  presume  to  limit  Omnipotence,  bat  I  dare  prononnee 
that  no  created  power,  or  second  canse,  can  work  a-  change  of  essence  in 
any  subject,  unless  by  some  accession  of  new  ports,  or  snbtroctioa  of  old 
ones,  or  change  of  disposition  among  them :  all  which  cannot  take  place  in 
individnals  which  have  no  parts,  nor  can  R<lmit  of  any.  Hence  it  seems  to 
follow,  that  all  perceptive  creatures  are  intrinsically  alike,  what  varietiea 
are  foand  among  ns  trfwiae  and  foolish,  good  and  wi<^ed,  sedate  and 
giddy,  angels,  men,  and  animals,  coming  to  ns  respectively  through  the 
varioQB  dispensations  of  providence  ordinary  and  extraordinary :  which  I 
have  taken  for  the  basis  o(  my  Chapter  on  Equality.  At  least  I  can  find  no 
■olid  evidence  of  an  intrinsic  di&rence,  and  if  there  be  such  it  most  have 
been  the  work  of  God  at  our  creation.  He  most  thai  have  said.  Let  these 
spirits  be  more  perceptive  than  the  rest,  or  have  another  fticnlty  superior  to 
that  of  perceptivity  :  and  it  was  so, 

12.  But  the  moat  important  service  to  be  drawn  from  knowing  that  per- 
■on  implies  an  indiTidnal  substance  is  the  keeping  oa  orthodox  npon  those 
two  sacred  articles,  the  IVinity  and  the  Logos.  I  have  already  shown  in  my 
Chapter  upon  the  former,  that  Person,  among  the  Romans,  carried  a  very 
different  signification  from  what  it  does  among  as ;  and  might  have  made  a 
good  use  of  the  passage  in  Tully's  Oration  for  Sulla,  if  I  had  recollected  it. 
The  wont  of  being  acquainted  with  this  change  of  meaning,  together  with  the 
awfulness  oftbe  sacred  mystery  which  must  be  believed  in  all  its  branches  im- 
der  pain  of  damnation,  has  made  our  common  Chriotians  at  the  same  time  both 
TritheistsandUnitarians,  though  they  do  not  know  of  their  being  the  former. 
For  when  charged  with  it  they  will  deny  the  fiwt,  and  sinoerely :  yet  if  yon 
watdi  their  ideas  in  discoursing  npon  the  subject,  you  may  perceive  them 
■pprehending  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  as  much  three  distinct 
Gods,  as  Thomas,  John,  and  Peter,  are  three  distinct  men.  Nevertheless, 
they  really  b^eve  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead,  and  so  are  made  to  swallow 
die  camel  with  the  bunch  ik  romid  contradictions  npon  his  back.  In  order 
h)  esciqie  the  mischief  of  an  equivocal  term,  1  crave  leave,  throughout  the 
rat  of  this  Chapter,  to  import  the  I^tin  word  Ferscma  to  stand  for  the 
elassical  sense,  appropriating  Parson  to  the  idea  conveyed  in  the  commoB 


The  reader  will  now  perceive  me  entering  npon  my  subject,  from  which 
it  is  lik«1y  he  has  thought  me  wmdering  all  this  while.  I  have  never  for- 
gotten it,  nor  ceaaed  makingtowards  it  as  ^t  as  I  ooold ;  hot  there  started 
vp  a  cTDwd  of  objections  and  difficulties  in  the  way,  which,  like  so  many  in> 
dependent  freeholders,  kept  jimshing  and  punching,  and  terrifying  me  about. 
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so  that  I  bave  been  forced  to  twut  and  twine  over  a  great  deal  more 
groQDd  than  had  otherwise  been  needful.  And  now  I  am  gotten  into  the 
open  road,  another  danger  presents.  For  I  see  the  mitred  coach  coming 
rolling  along,  with  the  quadripartite  discourse  upon  Phil.  ii.  6,  to  1 1 , 
peeping  ont  at  the  window.  It  is  drawn  by  six  stont  horses,  named  Di> 
vinity  and  Learning  for  the  wheel  pair,  Acuteneaa  and  Smartness  at  the 
pole  end.  Oratory  and  Elegance  for  the  leaders.  It  drives  in  a  track  ao 
near  me  that  I  am  afraid  lest  my  little  chair,  lugged  idong  by  the  one 
horse  Pazzle,  should  hitch  upon  some  of  the  wheels :  which  aJarms  me 
greatly,  for  that  strong-built  carriage  is  one  of  the  last  I  would  venture  to 
hit  against.  I  wish  the  same  masterly  hand  who  has  helped  me  so  well  off 
with  Mr.  Locke,  could  find  room  to  do  me  the  like  kind  office  witli  my  late 
mach-honoured  pastor.  Bat  a  remedy  cannot  be  applied  until  the  parti- 
culars of  the  complaint  are  known :  so  I  shall  proceed  to  draw  out  my 
thoughts  with  the  sober  freedom  and  honest  persona  of  a  Search,  uncon- 
edoDB  of  any  evil  intention  or  hos^e  disposition,  which  might  constitute 
me  the  true  object  of  that  species  of  pnniahment  called  blame  or  censure. 

13.  I  shall  take  for  my  text  some  of  the  firat  verses  in  St.  John's  gospel, 
which  it  is  but  within  these  few  weeks  1  have  seemed  to  myself  to  understand. 
I  bad  touched  the  cine  in  my  chapter  on  the  Trinity,  but  could  never  catch 
hold  of  it,  so  as  to  guide  me  through  the  labyrinth  tiU  now.  By  the  Wont, 
I  do  not  apprehend  St.  John  nnderatood  a  (iistiact  nbatanoe,  or  agent,  or 
person,  the  same  with  Jesus  Christ,  but  employed  it  as  a  figurative  term 
well  known  among  the  Jews  and  primitive  Christians.  Whose  manner  of 
figuration  being  different  from  our  own  it  seems  expedient  to  introduce  our 
explanation  of  an  ancient  figure  by  the  example  of  a  modem  i  and  hecanae 
a  man  is  likely  to  talk  dearest  upon  what  be  is  best  acquainted  with,  I  shaU 
take  my  rise  frcHn  my  own  worka- 

As  I  am  a  great  petsonifier, !  have,  in  the  prelude  to  my  chapter  on  Cha- 
rity,  addressed  that  virtue  as  a  person  in  the  following  words.  Well  may  I 
style  thee  everlasting,  for  thy  years  are  not  to  be  counted,  nor  of  thy  bemg 
ia  there  beginning  or  end.  Tlioa  wast  with  God  before  the  worlds  were 
made,  coeval  with  the  attributes ;  thy  mild  persuasions  moved  him  to 
create:  it  was  they  first  prompted  infinite  Wisdom  to  contrive,  and  em- 
ployed Omnipotence  to  execute  the  glorious,  universal  plan. 

In  all  these  preludes  I  write  under  inspiration  of  the  slender  stripling 
Genius,  for  mine  is  but  a  slender  spark :  and  bad  he  happened  to  dictate  the 
latter  part  of  the  passage  above  cited  in  a  difierent  turn  of  phrase,  as  thus. 
By  thee  were  all  things  created  :  thou  in  his  presence  and  with  his  approba- 
tion employedst  infinite  wisdom,  &c.,  I  do  not  imagine  the  old  gray-beard. 
Judgment,  whom  I  always  desire  to  stand  at  our  elbows  upon  these  occa. 
sions,  would  have  rebuked  him  :  for  he  must  have  known  that  our  country- 
men would  enter  readily  into  the  spirit  of  the  figure  without  hazard  of  their 
taking  us  literally.  But  supposing  that  we  lived  interspersed  among  hea- 
thens, and  that  many  of  our  ChristianB  were  converta  newly  brought  over, 
used  to  a  plurality  of  gods  ;  there  might  then  be  a  danger  of  their  mis* 
taking  the  goddess  Charity  for  a  distinct  deity  independent  on  the  Supreme- 
Still  he  might  let  the  passage  stand,  only  would  think  proper  to  subjoin  a 
note  of  his  own  hand  to  this  eflfect.  Now  I  desire  it  may  be  understood  I 
do  not  mean  by  Charity  an  agent  or  being  operating  in  the  creation,  but  aa 
attribnte  denoting  that  God  created  in  his  infinite  goodness  and  mercy. 

14.  The  grave  gentleman  might  suggest,  too,  that  the  doctrine  of  final 
causes,  of  which  goodness  is  the  ultimate,  was  the  only  clue  for  leading  into 
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M  right  understanding  of  the  divine  economy,  the  knowledge  whereof  would 
secure  us  peace  of  mind,  that  principal  Bonrce  of  happinew,  nithont  whidi 
life  ifl  not  life.  This  hie  pupil  might  express  by  saying  Charity  was  the 
light  and  the  life.  Then  he  would  recollect  of  his  own  accord,  for  the  diit 
hes  a  pretty  good  memory  in  things  hitting  his  fancy,  th&t  people  are  some- 
times called  by  the  name  of  a  quality  they  possess  in  an  eminent  d^ree,  a* 
that  Bach  a  one  is  innocence  iteelf,  or  patience  itself,  and  that  in  some  of  the 
dasaic  writers  it  is  said  of  a  fioe  woman,  when  dressed  out  she  is  beantifhl, 
when  in  undress  she  is  beauty  itself.  And  having  been  taaght  early  by  hia 
mother  Mnemosyne  to  read  the  Teatament.  wherein  is  manifested  the  tisn* 
scendent  goodness  of  Christ,  to  do  and  to  suffer  so  much  for  the  sake  of 
mankind,  he  might  think  it  no  improper  appdlatian  for  the  Saviour  to  styla 
him  love  or  charity  itself.  Having  hit  upon  this  thought,  he  might  pursue 
■  t  a  little  further  by  adding,  that  Charity  clothed  herself  with  fieah,  and  de- 
scended in  a  visible  form  to  converse  among  mankind. 

But  as  the  little  nrcbin  is  imitative  as  well  as  inventive,  if  he  should  at- 
tempt to  copy  the  simplicity  of  gospel  style,  old  Vigilant  would  certainly 
take  bira  to  task,  telling  him.  Look  ye,  child,  1  cannot  suffer  auch  a  playfiil  . 
wanton  to  take  what  liberties  you  please  with  the  sacred  oracjes.  Remember 
what  a  blunder  you  committed  with  Stahl.  I  will  never  hazard  a  profana- 
tion of  the  scriptures  by  mimicry ;  so  if  yoo  will  take  anything  &om  thence, 
you  must  do  it  in  the  very  words  recorded  there.  The  most  I  can  allow 
you  is  to  nibatitute  a  modem  6gare  in  the  room  of  an  ancient,  where  you 
can  find  the  same  language  applicable  to  both.  Under  this  restriction,  to- 
gether  with  the  adraomtiona  and  instructions  given  above,  I  suppose  the 
boy  might  run  on  as  foltowa  : — 

In  the  beginnug  was  Charity,  and  Charity  wa*  before  [the  face  of]  God, 
and  God  was  Charity.  The  same  in  the  beginning  was  before  God.  All 
things  were  made  by  her,  and  without  her  was  not  made  a  single  thing 
which  was  made.  In  her  was  liffe,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.  And 
the  light  shone  in  darkness,  and  the  darkness  compr^ended  it  not.  That 
was  the  true  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  coming  into  the  world. 
She  was  in  the  worid,  and  the  world  was  made  by  her,  and  the  world  knew 
her  not.  As  many  as  received  her,  to  them  gave  she  a  capacity  of  being 
begotten  the  children  of  God,  to  sach  as  conSde  in  her  name.  And  Charity 
was  made -flesh,  and  pitched  her  tent  among  us,  fall  of  benignity  andtmth. 
And  we  beheld  her  glory,  the  glory  as  of  an  only  child  before  the  lather. 

Pertiaps  the  English  reader  will  charge  ray  boy  with  taking  liberties,  not- 
withstanding the  admonition  given  him  to  fori>ear :  but  I  appeal  to  the 
Greek  reader  whether  our  translators  have  not  taken  greater  liberties,  psuti- 
cnlarly  by  traaspoung.  God  was  the  Word,  into,  the  Word  was  God,  which 
ia  not  quite  so  easily  susceptible  of  the  coDstraction  pat  upon  it  above.  Nor 
am  I  conscious  of  living  altered  anything  in  the  text,  other  than  the  figure, 
except  one  little  transposition  in  the  last  verse,  to  escape  the  old-fashioned 
style  of  a  parentbeais :  and  addition  of,  the  face  of.  in  the  first  verse, 
which  was  a  needfd  end  explanatory  paraphrase,  to  prevent  before  being 
noderstood  of  time  instead  ot  place.  Therefore  if  there  ia  a  cbaag«,  Mr. 
Ijocke  must  allow  it  was  not  I,  bnt  some  other  persona,  irbo  made  it. 

If  anybody  asks  me.  Do  I  believe  that  Charity  was  meant  by  the  Word  ? 
he  moat  have  forgotten  that  I  produced  it  as  a  new  figure  introductory  to 
an  ondcratandiog  of  the  old  one,  not  as  directly  explanatory  thereof.  Fori 
do  not  take  it  to  be  any  attribate :  the  nearest  of  them  is  that  of  Wisdom, 
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yet  the  Word  eeems  to  deoote  ntber  b  particnlu'prodiicticHi  of  Wisdom  than 
the  ftttribnte  itself.  The  learned,  in  treating  upon  this  suttject,  choose  to 
retain  the  original  term  of  Logos,  well  knowing  it  h  nuceptible  of  more 
vturiona  significationa  than  the  English.  Word,  some  of  vhicfa  will  not 
bear  translating  thereinto.  I  am  not  well  enoagh  Teased  in  ancient  aathora 
to  diqilay  thia  variety  by  quotations  from  the  old  dom  ot  Greece,  and  if  I 
tried  to  mmBiage  out  a  few  hy  help  of  Scapula,  it  might  not  much  edify 
the  English  reader.  But  it  happens  very  fortanately  that  here  is  no  oc- 
caaiou ;  for  Logos  makes  Its  appearance  so  often  among  na.  and  finds  a 
place  in  so  many  of  oar  words,  only  transformed  after  the  modem  bshion 
inta  Logy,  that  I  can  let  my  conutrytnen  into  the  secret  without  making 
them  hurt  their  eyes  by  poring  upon  the  nasty  crooked  letters. 

Sometimes  Logos  is  words,  as  in  philology,  tautcdogy,  etymolc^  ;  aome- 
timea  the  atmctnre  of  them,  aa  in  phraseology ;  eometimea  a  psJticular 
manner  of  speaking,  as  in  eulogy  and  elegy,  which  are  the  speaking  well 
aod  speaking  out  or  highly  of  a  man.  In  apology  it  ia  throwing  off  or 
obviating  a  censure  ;  in  dozolc^  a  form  of  thai^giying  :  analogy  is  tba 
similitude  or  corrcBpondence  of  particulars  between  things ;  logic  ia  the  art 
tJ  reasoning,  and  the  logical  worahip  is  rendered  reasonable  service  in 
Bom.  xii.  1 ,  Astrology  is  the  pretended  knack  of  telling  fortunes  by  the 
■tars;  aoologv,  the  knowledge  of  animals,  their  species,  forms,  and  names; 
■keteorology  and  mineralogy,  that  of  vapours  and  fosaib  :  ontology,  physi- 
ology, and  theology,  ere  aciencei ;  genealogy  and  chronology  can  scarcely 
be  called  sciences,  being  no  more  than  memorials  or  [dans  of  lineagea  and 
alliances,  or  of  events  recorded  in  history  in  order  of  time  aa  they  hap' 
pened.  This  laat  I  take  to  be  the  sense  belonging  to  the  Logos  of  St. 
John,  craving  leave  to  give  it  a  new  name  manufartnred  out  of  Grecian 
materials ;  and  as  gMiealogy  is  the  plan  of  descents  in  a  Eanity,  so  1  would 
call  thia  Soterialogy  or  the  Plan  of  Salvation. 

lluB  [dan  formed  in  the  eternal  counseb  of  God,  I  apprehend  rqiresented 
throughont  the  Goapel  aa  taken  by  him  for  his  gnidance  in  the  first  fbrma- 
tioa  and  aubseqnent  administration  of  the  moral  wurld.  It  was  neceasary 
fer  the  cxacotion  of  it  that  man  should  be  made  a  peccable  creature,  fat 
there  could  have  been  no  Salvation  where  there  waa  no  unfiilneas  to  be 
aavad  fh>m ;  and  that  there  should  be  a  remedy  provided  for  the  recovery 
from  lus  lapsed  state  by  meana  of  the  seed  who  was  to  bmiae  the  serpent's 
head.  Christ  therefore,  who  by  another  figure  is  called  the  Comer  Stone 
cf  tiie  Building,  was  the  point  whereto  all  the  pretiediiig  lines  of  Soterialogy 
oonvergad,  and  from  whence  they  diverged  again  afterwards  for  difiiiaing 
rig^teouaneSB  among  mankind,  and  aa  1  have  argued  in  my  Chapter  on 
Economy  and  in  the  laat  Chapter,  will  continne  diverging  throogh  our  next 
■tage  of  Being,  until  the  final  consummation  of  all  things,  when  the  king- 
dom ahall  be  delivered  up  to  the  fother. 

16.  Christ,  therefore,  being  the  centre  and  principal  object  in  the  plan, 
ia  called  the  Word,  by  a  metonymy  of  a  part  for  the  whole ;  the  euoe  figure 
whenby  we  frequently  apeak  of  so  many  hands  on  board  a  ship,  or  of  a  ge- 
neral taking  a  town.  By  thia  light  we  tnay  sec  how  Christ  ia  the  Wisdom 
of  God  and  the  Pow«'  of  God,  which  by  the  Greeks  was  counted  foolish- 
nesa ;  and  diacem  the  full  acope  of  St.  Paul's  meaning,  where  he  determines 
to  know  nothing  save  Christ  and  him  crucified,  lor  nobody  can  doubt  that 
ke  did  deetre  to  know  and  to  teach  the  whole  of  the  Soterialogy.  Hie  first 
eleven  Chaptcre  to  the  BcHnaas  appear  to  be  wholly  oocupicd  in  teaching 
this  science  (for  though  it  was  hut  a  plan  before  God,  the  stndy  of  it  ia  be- 
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come  B  difficuh  mence  nnoiq-  men :)  and  to  aet  rigbt  the  Jewi,  iriio  Iml 
miMpprehended  it  as  ninnmg  in  a  mnltitnde  <tf  fbrma  and  ceremonie*  whh 
a  temporal  monarch  for  their  centre.  And  in  the  rest  of  that  E^iistla  he 
parauM  lome  other  lines  in  the  binder  part  of  the  wme  [dan,  drawn  for 
spreading  rig'hteuaMtesd  upon  earth.  Tlierefore  when  he  coafines  himself 
to  the  lcnow)e<%e  of  Cbrist,  in  whom  a&  the  promiaes  of  God,  that  is,  the 
eternal  coausds  laid  down  in  the  plan,  are  yea  and  amen,  he  means  no 
more  than  to  discUim  all  pretence  to  riietoric  and  hnman  science,  or  tbe 
nin  babblingB  of  Fbiloeophy :  nererthekss,  if  PUIosophy  can  famiik  any- 
ttaag  in  confirmation  or  ilhistration  of  the  Soterialogy,  I  do  not  imagine  be 
wodM  caQ  her  a  vsin  babbler. 

Among  the  Jews  and  primitive  Cbristjans  derived  ftom  theai,  it  was  etii<- 
tontarv  to  panne  tiieir  figures  moch  further  than  wodd  be  allowable  or  i*- 
telligible  among  us.  B;  this  measi  we  sometimes  quite  lose  the  rtaa»- 
Uance,  and  traderstand  tbem  literally  when  speaking  figurativelj.  We  find 
Christ  called  tbe  Word  npon  occBStons  where  the  fi^nre  does  not  ^pear  : 
ao  we  take  them  for  synonymous  terms,  personifying  the  latter,  and  making 
it  a  distinct  agent  or  person  from  God,  bat  tbe  same  with  Christ.  Iliia 
inToIves  ns  in  perpetual  obscurities  and  eontradictions,  and  so  mangles  ow 
Religion  as  to  disfigure  it  quite,  laying  it  open  to  attadu,  of  which  we  imi^ 
aay,  Podet  b«c  approbria  nobis,  et  dici  potuisse  et  non  potoiase  refeUi,  It  it 
ahuaefnl  to  find  Iratli  that  socb  leproacfaee  can  be  cast  npon  us,  and  we 
not  able  to  wipe  them  off. 

Whereas  we  shonld  consider  that  the  name  Cbrist  is  a  etanpitx  tenu, 
comprehending  the  hnman  body  toid  soul  of  Jems  together  wi^  God  tbe 
Son  united  thereto,  as  aet  forth  in  the  last  Chapter :  and  Aia  tUrd  part, 
though  a  distinct  Persona,  is  the  very  same  individaal  Person  wkh  tbe  Fa- 
ther who  created  aU  things  visible  and  invisible,  and  with  tbe  Holy  Ghost 
who  sanctifietb  me,  says  the  Catechnmen,  and  aQ  the  dect  people  of  G«d> 
TTiereAire  die  work  of  creation  being,  as  obeerved  in  taij  Chapter  on  dM 
Trinity,  within  the  peculiar  provmce  of  tbe  Persona,  called  Father,  Christ 
could  not  in  any  sense  be  the  agent  or  operator  in  creating.  He  eoald  at 
most,  by  help  of  the  hard-featured  metonymy  above  menti<Mied,  be  styled 
the  Word  by  which,  or  according  to  tbe  scheme  whereof,  all  things  wan 
made :  end  by  the  like  far-fetched  metonymy  of  taking  the  whole  for  a  part, 
he  ms^  be  said  to  hare  come  down  from  the  Father,  been  made  fieab,  oi 
embodied  in  Jesns,  end  pitched  his  tent  among  as. 

This  seems  the-  only  way  for  eSiMtually  taking  the  admonition  of  Atha- 
asnus  againBt  eitbo'  dividing  tbe  substance  or  oonfoomBng  tha  Pencme ; 
and  this,  I  apprehend,  may  hdp  to  unfold  that  great  myMery,  Miicb  St. 
Panl  says  bad  lain  bidden  for  ages,  proving  a  stunUing-Uock  to  tite  Jews, 
and  cotmted  fboliabness  by  tbe  Grecfa,  xmtii  reveded  in  Chriat,  and  which 
containedtbeBpiritpiercinglbTOBghtbe  dead  letter,  whereby  tbe disci^es  were 
eid^tened  to  a  dear  compreh«nston  of  Aiitge  die  carnal  man  eonld  navar 
know  because  they  are  aptritaally  discerned.  Nor  can  we  desira  a  bcMir 
due  than  the  Soteriahigy  fbr  leading  ns  sa£Bly  tbreugfa  several  dait  pas- 
sages in  the  Scriptures  wherein  there  has  been  muck  eonfnnoB  and  wan- 
dering, particulftriy  St.  John's  introduction  to  his  Gospd. 

He  is  going  to  give  a  hbtory  of  Christ's  miniBtry  upon  earlli :  this  ha 
ushers  in  by  a  brief  account,  in  tbe  concise  apostolic  umplicity  of  what 
cccamoned  his  eoming ;  wUcb  vras,  tbe  original  conatitiition  of  naakind 
cmbHriied  npon  a  plan  or  vrord.  something  nmilar  to  PyAa^sfM*  Mrth 
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of  JoTC,  re|;al>tuig  the  councs  of  ti\  erenU  which  were  to  follow.  This 
ward  wu  before  God,  that  U,  God  held  it  in  conteinplatioii  before  h™.  m 
we  botd  •  p^)cr  of  dirccttooa  before  tu  when  we  would  proceed  in  esact 
GDnformity  tbereto. 

17.  Then,  the  Word  wu  God,  npon  which  toch  mi^ty  strew  has  been 
Uid  to  prove  the  divinity  ol  Chri*t  ■•  ■  distinct  Pcraon  from  the  Father,  if 
read  aa  in  the  original,  God  wai  the  Word,  wDl  appear  inserted  poipoaelT 
to  prevent  the  notion  of  a  diatinct  actor,  by  deciaiiug  that  God  himaclf  waa 
the  Agent  proceeding  to  creation  in  porwiauce  of  his  Word  ;  and  we  maj  pn- 
Mune  tbiaHttle  aenicnce  was  thrown  in  for  the  take  of  the  Gentile  converta, 
who  having  been  accustomed  to  the  notion  of  twelve  greater  Goda,  whom 
one  may  style  the  Senate,  or  aopreme  L^ialatore  of  Heaven,  might  have 
ftocied  St.  John  only  reduced  them  to  two,  and  by  the  Logos  understood 
another  God,  like  Minerva,  the  daughter  and  fitvt  begotten  of  Jupiter. 

Ilie  three  finrt  venes  are  supposed  by  some  to  apeak  of  matters  pasain^ 
before  this  visible  world  bad  a  Being,  as  the  creation  of  angels  and  hierar- 
chiea  of  heaven  ;  and  to  prove  the  eternity  of  the  Word,  coeval  with  God. 
Bat  thoogb  I  have  said  the  plan  was  laid  in  the  eternal  counsels  of  God,  I 
gather  Uiia  by  the  light  of  nature  from  his  immutability,  which  will  not 
permit  me  to  imagine  him  striking  out  new  plana  on  a  sudden,  which  he 
nad  never  thought  of  before.  1  cannot  infer  it  from  the  expression.  In  the 
beginning  was  the  Word,  which  in  my  apprehension  contains  DOthing  prior 
to  this  sablanary  system.  For  St.  John  bad  nothing  of  the  preada- 
mite  belonging  to  him :  nor  did  he  meddle  with  the  babblings  of  philoso- 
phy running  out  into  ipecnlationfl  concerning  a  Chaos,  the  grave  of  a  for- 
mer natore,  and  wumb  of  the  present.  Hia  huainess  lay  aolely  with  hia 
fellow-creatores  npon  earth,  to  transmit  bis  master's  doctrines  for  their 
benefit  in  the  plunneas  of  a  Gospel-writer :  so  that  he  cannot  with  any 
plansibility  be  supposed  to  carry  hia  thoughts  any  further  back  than  to  tlw 
formation  of  Man,  the  forbidden  fruit,  and  the  promisei]  seed ;  and  with 
him  the  beginning  was  the  entering  upon  those  first  dispensations  leading 
to  that  of  the  Christian. 

18.  Then  for  all  the  things  which  were  made,  I  can  extend  them  no 
further  than  to  all  the  oonrses  of  Providence  respecting  the  moral  world, 
and  acheme  of  the  Bedemption.  If  anybody  insists  that  the  courses  of  na- 
ture were  appointed  with  a  reference  to  the  others,  I  feel  no  repugnance 
against  agreeing  with  him :  nor  do  1  doubt  the  animals,  and  plants,  end 
other  material  works  were  performed  with  a  view  to  the  uses  of  man.  The 
trees  of  knowledge  and  of  life,  the  condition  of  Paradise,  the  curse  of  God 
npon  the  ground,  have  a  visible  connection  with  the  moral  economy.  Or 
if  it  be  inuated  further,  that  the  higher  orders  of  creatures  have  a  conoera 
in  the  events  befalling  Man,  I  can  make  no  objection  here  neither,  without 
recanting  what  I  have  endeavoured  to  maintain  in  a  former  volume ;  as 
believing  that  every  line  in  the  divine  plans  nearly  or  remotely  connects 
with  every  other,  and  affects  the  interests  of  every  creature.  But  this  is 
another  larger  plan,  which  we  may  call  the  pantology,  or  plan  of  universal 
nature,  compreheiding  all  the  works  of  God,  visible  and  inviMble,  whereof 
the  Boterialogy  was  a  part.  It  is  a  very  telencopie  idea,  tending  greatly  to 
enlarge  the  mind  i  wheref(»«,  I  am  willing  to  entertain  as  much  (^  it  as  I 
can  hold  in  my  imaginatioD. 

But  St.  John  never  troubled  himself  with  [diysiology,  aatroDomy,  meta- 
physios,  nor  the  laws  of  universal  nature.  He,  we  may  presume,  had  de- 
termined with  hii  brother  Paul  to  know  nothing  save  Chnst  imd  the  Sote- 
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rialosf ;  dterefore  ve  can  expect  nothing  from  him  bnt  what  relatei  hnme- 
diatel]'  thereto.  And  diis  manifests  the  vrisdom  of  chooung  such  timnle 
men  for  Apostle*  of  a  Ooepd  which  waa  to  be  preached  to  the  poor.  We 
phitoaophieing  folks  caimot  foriiear  mingling  our  own  discoveries  among 
the  Christiaa  veritiea :  we  may  be  serviceaUe  herein  to  one  another,  but 
are  by  no  means  fit  for  preaching  to  the  poor ;  nor  indeed  for  preaching  at 
•B,  unless  to  congregations  Tery  rardy  to  be  met  with,  who  have  golden 
thighs  to  stand  npon,  and  ears  to  hear  the  music  of  the  spheres  like  ounelves. 

f  have  remarked  already  that  the  Word  is  frequently  applied  as  an  ap- 
pellative to  its  central  point ;  and  I  may  add,  that  it  is  sometimes  nsed  pro- 
miscnonsly  in  both  senses  of  the  whole  and  of  a  part,  in  such  manner  as 
makes  it  difficult  to  cSstingnish  in  which  sense  each  particular  expression 
on^  to  be  understood.  But  here  I  apprehend  the  metonymy  first  takes 
place  at  the  8th  verse.  He  woild  said  to  be  made  by  him,  I  suppose  is 
oommonly  onderstood  in  the  sense  it  bears  generally  in  fomiliar  ducoarse, 
inctnding  all  sablwiary  productions,  whether  rational,  animal,  or  inanimate. 
Bat  we  often  nse  it  in  a  much  more  restrained  sense,  as  when  we  exhort  a 
retired  person  to  convow  a  little  more  in  the  world,  or  tall  of  publishing 
•  thing  to  the  world,  or  teDing  it  to  all  the  world-  And  it  appears  evident 
that  St.  John  took  it  in  some  such  confined  signification';  first,  because  it  is 
not  tme  that  the  light  did  enlighten  every  man  who  came  into  the  world  in 
China,  or'^rtary,  or  America:  in  the  next  place,  becsase  the  lltb  verse 
seems  an  explan^ry  repetition  of  the  lOtb,  received  him  not,  certainly  car- 
ries the  same  force  with  knew  him  not;  and  we  may  presume  the  world  in 
one  verse  explained  by  His  own  in  the  otlier.  Ther^ore  it  was  the  world 
nf  Jews  wbi<£  was  made  by,-  or  through,  or  for  sake  of  him ;  for  I  hnmbly 
apprehend  the  prq>oeition  wilt  bear  translating  so ;  that  it,  the  Mosuc  law 
was  given  purely  to  introduce  and  prepare  for  the  evangelical. 

19.  To  those  who  received  him  he  gave  a  capacity  of  bang  begotten  the 
children  of  God:  and  in  the  I3th  verse,  they  were  begotten,  not  of  bloods, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  wSl  of  man,  hut  of  God.  Here  is  a 
variety  of  begettings :  the  Israelites  were  begotten  of  bloods  in  the  plural. 
that  is,  their  bloody  sacrifices,  a  metonymy  for  the  whole  ceremonial  law  ; 
some  of  them  were  begotten  by  the  rectitude  of  will  and  good  principles, 
or  expectations  derived  from  their  ancestors  from  whom  they  were  descended 
in  the  flesh  i  others,  not  Israelites,  were  begotten  by  the  happy  disposition 
of  mind  in  the  man.  as  those  anteiUlnvians  mentioned  by  Milton,  whose  re- 
ligions lives  titled  them  the  ions  of  God,  and  so  the  sons  of  Belial  spoken 
of  ia  tiie  Old  Testament  were  begotten  by  their  wicked  dispositions,  bat  the 
b«^eving  disciples  were  begotten  by  the  special  Providence  of  God  bringing 
diem  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Word,  which  gave  them  a  capacity  of  such 
generation. 

If  yon  object  that  the  negative  annexed  to  the  three  first  implies  they 
were  no  be^ttings  at  all,  for  which  I  see  no  grounds,  yet  you  cannot  reject 
the  last.  So  it  still  appears  that  in  the  Apostle's  sense,  C^  had  begotten 
more  children  thim  one.  Therefore  when  one  is  styled  in  verse  14  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  it  must  be  from  some  peculiar  manner  of  begetting 
whereof  the  other  children  did  not  partake.  And  what  that  was  may  be 
gathered  from  a  'trord  in  the  same  sentence,  which  directs  onr  eyes  to  be-' 
bold  the  glory,  or  estimation,  or  consequence  which  none  other  can  come 
ap  to,  and  whCTein  he  was  smgnlar.  Observe  fiirther,  that  he  is  styled  the 
fnt  b^otten  in  teveral  places  of  Scripture,  which  implies  that  othm  were 
begotten  in  the  same  manner  of  generation.     But  this  I  conceive  relates  to 
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the  >t^  of  perfection  and  giory  whereto  Cbriitiuw  hope  ooe  dqr  to  bs 
i-aiaed,  when  they  abeSl  becmne  one  with  Cfariit  in  Peraons,  tbongh  ititl 
distinct  ia  Feraon  :  and  then  he  will  be  the  first  begotten  who  was  tb«  onlj 
begotten  before;  u  everr  only  child  becomes  an  eldeat  child,  u  mod  u 
another  is  bom  of  the  tame  parents.  And  thU  is  fiutber  oonfimcd  by  tk» 
text  wherein  he  is  styled  the  first  bom  of  every  crMture,  wbnv  crMtnn 
must  not  be  taken  in  the  common  acceptAtion,  including  all  mankiod,  bat 
of  the  new  cre&tore  by  regeneration :  and  is  sometimea  rendered  bniWng 
or  edification,  to  denote  ^t  state  of  perfbotion  and  niuinning  obedience, 
whereto  the  Saints  wUl  be  raised  gradually  in  this  life  and  the  next,  by 
building  improTcment  upon  improvement. 

Should  it  be  admitted  the  flesh  denotes  a  particalar  lineage,  as  St.  FMd 
makes  it  do  when  he  distingnishes  the  Jews  by  calling  them  hi*  breAran 
in  the  flesh  i  for  the  GentUea  were  ai  much  bis  brethren  in  the  fleeb,  if 
that  term  signifies  an  inveatitnre  in  homan  nature,  then  the  ezprewion  was 
made  flesh,  and  pitched  his  tent  among  us,  must  mean  no  more  than  waa 
made  one  of  the  flesh  of  Jacob's  lineage,  and  lived  all  his  time  in  Judea. 

20.  One  little  remark  I  have  omitted,  concerning  Cometh  into  the  World, 
in  the  9th  veree :  which  cannot  mean.  Bom  into  the  World,  for  children 
who  go  oat  again  in  the  month  have  no  di^ky  of  the  light  before  them : 
thersPore  it  most  be  construed.  Comes  to  converse  io  the  World,  or  to  know 
what  passes  there.  This  the  Jews  would  natoially  understand  of  tfarir  own 
tenets,  as  we  should  do  now  of  the  Christian  established  among  our  peo^ 
in  general,  which  a  man  cannot  come  into  the  world  but  he  most  ^liiUy 
hear  what  they  are. 

These  things  being  premised,  I  sball  hazard  an  attempt  to  guess  how  Bt. 
John  would  have  expressed  himself  had  he  been  writing  now,  and  to 
Christians :  adhering  to  the  ancient  simplicity  as  near  as  possible,  though  I 
cannot  undertake  to  do  it  entirely  without  slipping  in  a  wtvd  now  and  titen 
from  the  modem  style. 

IVior  to  Adam  waa  the  Word :  and  the  Word  was  ever  before  God :  and 
it  wu  the  Word  of  bis  month.  From  the  beginning  God  d^iarted  not  at 
any  time  from  the  Word  which  he  bad  spoken.  By  it  were  all  his  dispen- 
sations made :  and  withoot  it  waa  not  any  of  them  made  which  was  made. 
In  it  was  life :  for  the  light  of  the  mind  is  life  onto  men.  And  the  light 
brake  forth  upon  men  of  dark  understandings,  and  their  darkness  compre- 
hended it  not.  There  was  a  man  sent  from  God,  whose  name  vru  John. 
This  man  oaiae  for  an  evidence  unto  them,  that  he  might  bear  evidence  of 
the  li^ht.  He  was  not  the  light  himself,  but  came  to  point  out  the  object 
wherem  the  light  was  to  be  found,  that  they  might  rest  their  dependanoe 
titereon.  This  was  the  true  light,  which  is  displayed  to  tvtrj  man  who 
cometh  out  into  the  world.  He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  fa- 
shioned by  him,  as  the  shoemaker  &sbioneth  a  shoe  by  the  foot:  and  the 
world  knew  biro  not.  He  came  unto  his  own  peculiar  ptafie,  end  his  own 
received  him  not.  But  as  many  as  reonved  him,  to  them  gave  he  means  of 
becoming  the  children  ol  God  by  the  itew  birth ;  to  suc^  aa  eoaSded  in  his 
name.  Their  birth  was  not  by  ceremonies,  nor  by  descent  in  a  peculiar 
lineage,  nor  by  their  human  powers,  but  by  speosl  Providence  of  God. 
And  the  word  was  made  visilde  in  one  of  the  cdmaen  Imeagc,  and  dwdt 
among  them,  abounding  in  love  and  truth.  And  sooh  of  them  as  had  eyes 
beheld  hia  glory,  the  gbry  as  of  an  only  child  in  the  sight  of  the  ftrfliar. 

21 .  Thus  much  for  the  Evangelist :  I  come  now  to  ooonder  the  «lMtk 
111  the  PhilippisuB.     Archbisht^  Tillotson  and  the  btshc^  havn  both  givwi 
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np  tb«  vulgatQ  truiaktion,  Thoa|;bt  it  no  rabbery  to  b«  equal  with  God  e 
BB<1  the  latter  baa  sutwtituted  in  its  ro<»B,  Was  not  fond,  or  tenocioaa,  of 
appearing  aa  God.  But  why  his  lordship  eboiild  afterwards  change  hit 
own  traoslatioD  into.  Did  not  eagerly  retain  his  equality  with  God,  I  cannot 
tell.  Not  that  I  am  gmng  to  deny  there  are  evidences  of  such  eqaaUty 
eleewbere  in  the  scriptnree ;  for  I  know  it  is  tiu  orthodox  opinion  that  they 
are  to  be  found,  and  it  is  my  cuitom  to  preaome  everything  true  that  was 
taught  me,  until  upon  mature  consideration  I  see  cogent  reaaoos  to  think 
otherwi».  1  am  only  acknowledging  my  own  want  of  diKemment  to  find 
a  proof  in  the  words  of  the  texts  before  lu.  As  well  as  I  remember.  Homer 
^plies  IsotheoH  to  people  whom  he  did  not  esteem  equal  to  the  Gods :  and 
in  the  parable  of  the  woman  who  had  seven  husbands,  I  never  heard  of 
anybody  rendering  Itangeloi  equal  to  the  Angels.  Therefore  If  ItaHeo  be 
susceptible  of  both  senses,  Equal  or  Like,  it  must  be  deiennined  to  either 
by  the  context  and  drift  of  the  argument. 

I  readily  enter  into  the  justness  of  hii  lordship's  reasoning  that  what 
Christ  was  not  tenacious  of  must  be  something  he  had  a  title  to  dsim,  and 
been  in  pcsseesion  of  before :  and  what  was  that  bat  the  form  of  God  i 
Which  we  may  understand  by  the  form  of  a  slave  mentioned  presently 
afterwards.  He  never  was  a  real  slave,  nor  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery, 
but  submitted  to  be  treated  like  cmm,  and  died  the  death  that  slaves  were 
put  to  when  convicted  of  ca)Mtal  crimes :  therefore  cumot  by  this  be  proved 
real  God.  but  honoured  as  God. 

Had  his  lordship  adhered  to  his  first  version,  the  passage  had  nin  on  all 
of  a  piaoe :  for  form,  appearance  as,  likeness,  and  fashion,  I  take  to  ht 
eynonymout  terms,  introduced  only  to  vary  the  phrase.  If  a  piece  of  Fnacb 
plate  be  made  exactly  in  the  likeness  of  a  silver  mi^,  it  must  have  the  tana, 
and  &shion.  and  appearance  of  tlu.t.  When  God  made  Man  in  his  own 
likeness,  he  did  not  thereby  make  him  equal  to  himself;  aud  when  it  waa 
said  to  Moses,  tbon  ahalt  be  a  God  unto  Aaron  and  he  shall  be  thy  pro- 
phet,  he  was  then  in  the  form  of  God,  yet  without  participating  of  the  di- 
vine nature. 

23.  The  Messiah  was  chosen  in  the  eternal  counsels  of  God  to  be  the 
principal  object  in  his  great  plan  of  the  Soterialogy,  the  reitoru'  of  mankind 
from  the  way  of  utter  perdition  to  that  of  righteousness  and  eternal  life. 
And  this  I  apprehend  idluded  to  in  that  passage.  Father,  glorify  me  with 
thine  own  self,  the  glory  I  had  with  thee  before  the  foundations  of  the 
world.  His  name  was  had  in  high  honour  aud  revemKe  among  men  from 
the  bqinning.  He  was  esteemed  to  ceutre  in  himself  the  three  most  res- 
pected characters  of  king,  priest,  and  prophet,  to  be  the  redeemer  of  Israel, 
the  blessing  of  all  oatiobs,  the  seed  that  should  bruise  the  serpent's  bead, 
the  Emmanuel,  or  God  with  us.  llieee  were  high  and  divine  honours,  and  to 
whomsoever  they  belonged,  he  might  well  be  said  to  be  in  the  form  of  God. 

His  Gonoeption  waa  announced  by  an  angel ;  his  birth  declared  by  a 
choir  of  an^iele ;  his  star  appeared  in  the  East,  filling  the  Magiant  there 
with  exoeedmg  great  joy,  and  bringing  them  a  long  journey  with  pre^oos 
offerings  in  tbeir  hands  to  worship  him  :  the  spirit  of  piety  inspired  Simeon 
npon  sight  of  him  to  burst  out  in  transport.  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  tby  ser- 
vant d«Mrt  in  peace,  tor  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation. 

In  all  this  he  appeared  as  God.  This  then  waa  the  appearance  he  w*b 
not  tenadoiM  of  retaining,  the  form  he  emptied  himself  of.  Which  ex- 
pressions exolnde  an  equality  by  having  the  divine  nature  joined  with  the 
human ;   because  this  be  nas  tenacious  of  retaiaing  to  the  lut,  he  nevei 
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emptied  hiniKlf  of.  He  could  not  do  it ;  it  would  have  defeated  the  pmpow 
of  ilia  coming  to  have  dooe  it ;  for  had  he  been  a  mere  man  wheo  Su^ing 
npon  the  croas,  we  should  have  been  never  the  better  for  him. 

It  is  an  axiom  of  the  Bchoola  that  nothing  like  is  the  same ;  therefore, 
the  likeness  of  men  cannot  belong  to  the  asaamptian  of  horoan  nature, 
for  that  gave  him  the  real  essence  of  a  man,  made  him  the  same  thing. 
But  I  take  it  the  Itkeneae  relates  to  his  laying  aside  all  dignity,  and  con- 
Teraing  among  publicans  and  sinnerB  like  a  common  man.  FVom  this 
bomble  Btate,  as  the  bishop  observes  with  grest  advantage  to  St.  Paul's 
argmnent,  he  descended  another  step  still  lower  by  taking  npon  him  the 
form  of  a  slave,  submitting  unto  death,  even  the  d^th  of  the  cross :  which 
went  so  much  against  the  gnia  that  he  prayed  with  agonies,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, let  this  cup  pass  ifrom  me.  Nevertheless,  with  the  submiBsiveness  of 
a  slave  he  became  obedient  in  this  bard  service  to  the  Will  of  the  Father. 

23.  Wherefore,  as  St.  Paul  goes  on  in  pursuit  of  this  topic,  God  hath 
also  exalted  him.  1  do  not  know  whether  any  stress  may  be  laid  upon  tha 
preposition  joined  in  conipoailion  with  the  original  verb,  which  seems  to 
denote  an  over-exalting,  or  raising  to  a  higher  state  than  he  stood  in 
before,  but  certainly  the  exaltation,  to  make  it  an  encouragement  to  hu-  / 
mility  in  the  Philippiana,  must  be  a  reward  greater  than  what  had  been  laid 
down.  Therefore  it  cannot  relate  either  to  a  real  equality  or  the  estimation 
of  one ;  for  then  it  must  have  been  an  exaltation  to  a  nature  greater,  or 
esteemed  greater  than  that  of  God  himself. 

Besides,  the  next  verb  Hath  given,  which  might  he  more  folly  expressed 
by  Hath  gratified,  implies  a  free  donation,  not  a  restitution  of  something 
whereto  the  party  had  a  prior  title  ;  yet  in  this  case  seems  to  import  a  gra- 
tuity of  the  same  kind,  tiiough  higher  in  degree,  with  the  thing  departed 
from :  therefore,  it  mast  he  a  dignity  of  name,  or  character  of  Christ  or 
XjogoB,  which  he  emptied  himself  of,  and  waa  not  tenacious  of  retaining, 
because  he  was  gratified  with  a  name  above  all  names ;  so  that  at  the  name 
of  Jesus  every  luiee  thall  bow,  and  every  tongue  confeaa  that  our  Master 
Jesus  is  the  Christ ;  for  so  the  words  might  be  more  fairiy  rendered  than 
that  Jesus  ChriiAt  ia  Lord,  as  any  one  may  be  satisfied  by  consulting  Mr. 
Locke's  notes  upon  the  appellation.  Lord.     1  Cor.  viii.  5*. 

It  ia  not  easy  to  guess  what  was  meant  by  things  in  heaven,  or  things 
nuder  the  earth.  It  cannot  relate  to  the  angels,  for  they  have  no  knees  to 
how !  they  may  put  them  on  when  sent  upon  errands  to  earth,  as  we  do 
boots  upon  a  journey,  but  it  does  not  appear  at  all  likely  that  they  ever 
wearthem  at  home.  Nor  were  they  ignorant  that  Jeaus  was  Chriat,  even 
during  his  lowest  state  of  humiliatioo. 

No  more  can  it  relate  to  the  devils :  St.  Paul,  be  sure,  had  no  faith 
in  Pluto  and  his  subterraneoua  host,  neither  did  he  preach  the  modem  doc- 
trine of  devils  living  in  a  burning  cavern  somewhere  under  ground.  They 
are  called  in  Scripture  style  princes  of  the  air,  and  powers  of  the  air.  Nor 
yet  do  they  honour  the  name  of  Jesus  now  more  than  they  used  lo  do  here- 
tofore, but  dishonour  him  wherever  they  can,  as  much  as  ever,  by  perplexing 
the  minds  of  Christiana  daily  with  absurd,  enthnaiaatic,  and  unchristian 
Amciea,  and  tempt  them  into  all  kinda  of  impurity,  contention,  and  m^ice. 

It  seema  the  most  probable  conjecture,  that  bowing  the  knee  answers  to 
die  very  vulgar  expression  of  knodcing  under,  and  imports  that  at  the  name 
of  Jcsna  every  other  name  shall  stand  eclipsed:  whether  those  of  the  blessed 
^titi  cnrrmtly  bdieved  among  the  Jews  to  rende  in  Heaven ;  audt  aa 
idioch,  Ahnham,  and  Elijah ;    or  of  persons  iltuatrioua  for  exploits  not 
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tA»ly  to  niae  them  to  He*«en  from  oat  of  their  gnvee  and  Mpnlchres  under 
grovnd,  as  NebuchadotKiMr,  Alexander,  and  Ckut;  or  of  princes  and 
potentates,  and  men  famous  in  any  science,  or  art,  or  accomplishment  upon 
earth. 

This  we  have  seen  verified  down  to  oar  own  times,  fbr  we  know  how 
sacred  the  name  of  Jeans  is  holden  throaghoat  the  most  enlightened,  though 
not  largest,  part  of  the  globe  from  him  called  Christendom :  and  that  more 
than  one  worthless  creature  lias  gained  a  dominion  over  nations,  and  lunge, 
and  emperors,  merely  by  pretending  to  be  his  vicar. 

S4.  It  will  be  worth  while  to  bestow  a  Uttle  thought  in  examining  how 
this  exaltation  came  to  be  so  desirable  a  reward  in  the  eyes  of  the  meek  and 
humble  Jesos  as  to  make  him  endnre  the  cross,  and  despise  the  shame  for 
the  joy  that  was  set  before  him.  It  has  occurred  to  me  formerly  that  this 
seemed  representing  him  ovemm  with  vanity  and  ambition,  that  he  ^onld 
be  ready  to  do  and  sofier  anything  for  sake  of  an  nnboonded  popularity 
among  men  and  angels;  and  making  all  the  other  highest  dignities  crouch 
under  him.  Bat  when  I  reflected  on  the  importance  of  his  having  such  a 
name,  and  the  principal  Une  of  his  character,  my  scrapie  instantly  vanished. 

We  have  seen  in  the  last  Chapter,  that  the  authority  of  his  name  is  the 
channel  throngh  which  the  benefits  of  his  sacrifice  flow  npon  mankind :  it 
is  the  power  operating  unto  salvation,  keeping  the  Church  steady  to  hia 
Religion,  and  enabling  her  members  to  attain  tliat  righteousness  which  is 
of  futh  therein.  So  that  it  was  not  the  same,  but  the  mestimable  conse- 
qnencea  of  it,  which  exhibited  the  joyful  prospect  before  him.  Then  upon 
turning  our  eyes  to  the  character  of  our  Saviour,  whose  ruling  passion,  if  I 
may  he  pardoned  the  term,  was  a  Rowing  charity  towards  God  and  towards 
Man,  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  to  give  himself  a  ransom  for 
many,  to  whom  it  was  meat  and  drink  to  do  the  Will  of  the  Father,  who 
Bonght  not  bis  own  glory  but  the  glory  of  him  that  sent  him  ;  we  cannot 
im^ne  a  reward  more  worthy  of  him,  nor  a  gratuity  more  acceptable  to 
■Dch  a  temper. 

For  by  the  saoredness  of  hia  name  he  was  enabled  to  rescue  the  rat»  of 
men  from  otter  perdition,  and  display  the  glory  of  God  before  all  the  hosts 
of  Heaven,  to  whom  the  great  pantology,  or  plan  of  universal  natnre  laid 
down  in  the  courses  of  events  dependent  upon  second  cansea,  had  a[^»eared 
imperfect.  They  saw  the  introduction  of  evil  and  a  lapsed  race  of  creatores 
was  made  necessary  to  sustain  their  own  happiness :  but  how  the  Soterialogy 
was  to  be  completed  by  the  restoration  of  that  race,  remained  a  myatery, 
which  they  stooped  earnestly  down  to  look  into,  lying  hidden  in  the  secret 
oonsaels  of  God,  and!  revealed  in  the  humiliation  and  consequent  exaltation 
of  Christ. 

Let  ns  then,  in  gratitade  to  our  deliverance  and  prudence  to  ourselves, 
•  labour  all  we  can  to  preserve  that  name  unsullied,  and  beware  of  an  indis- 
creet extravagant  zeal  which  might  give  occasion  for  the  adversary  to  blas- 
pheme, by  saying  that  we  rob  the  Father  of  his  creation  in  compliment  to 
the  Sod,  and  that  we  can  support  the  honour  of  hia  name  upon  none  other 
fbnndatiou  than  contradictions  and  aBsertions  impos«ble  to  be  miderstood. 
What  language  mi^t  be  proper  in  former  centuries,  or  how  they  might 
nnderstand  it,  cannot  easily  be  ascertained ;  but  now  in  this  age  of  freedom, 
nothing  inconsistent  or  unintdligible  can  be  received  with  honour.  Where' 
fore  it  behoves  us  strongly  to  purify  oor  system  firom  everything  carrying 
an  ^pcanmcs  of  that  sort,  which  might  give  a  handle  for  exceptions :  and 
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with  this  i^it  I  have  endeavoured  to  guide  myself  throughout  this  and  the 

preceding  Chapters. 

35.  Tiers  are  other  paasages  of  Scripture  in  his  Lordship's  diiooane, 
that  powibly  might  be  travelled  through  by  the  help  of  the  tame  doe,  whidi 
vtU  bear  twisting  Dp  with  the  line  of  reaion,  and  both  together  form  m> 
strong  a  thread  as  all  the  strength  and  artifice  of  the  free-thinker  coold  not 
break  asunder.  Bnt  it  does  not  fall  within  the  compata  of  this  Chapter  to 
consider  them :  for  I  have  no  desire  to  meesore  swords  with  so  great  a 
diampion,  whom  Homer  would  think  deserving  the  qipellation  of  iriOm  4v<, 
a  godlike  soul  poeaeMcd  of  x"f"  ^''^•"i  the  iiands  whooe  grasp  one  dares 
not  hazard,  and  Ciceto  udniit  to  an  eqaal  share  of  the  title  he  daimed  to 
himself  in  confidence  with  Atticua  of  xfsiiifn  ftmiif»  ikgyo/o,  a  powerful  arti- 
ficer of  language.  I  had  none  other  view  than  to  corroborate  my  exposition 
of  St.  John  by  the  passage  in  St.  Paul,  who  seems  to  have  proceeded  npon 
a  umilar  idea.  And  I  have  the  happiness  to  agree  with  his  lordship  in  this 
opinion,  though  to  my  mortification  we  have  delineated  the  resemblance  in 
atrokes  that  I  fear  will  not  exactly  coincide. 

Now  should  another  Edwards  do  me  the  honour  to  make  another  Mr. 
X.ocke  of  me  by  calling  ont,  Racovian  1  he  would  give  me  little  disturbance. 
Whether  1  am  Racovian  or  no,  I  cannot  tell,  because  not  knowing  whet 
tenets  passed  current  io  Racovia;  nor  if  I  did  should  I  reject  them  merely 
npon  that  account,  until  finding  them  to  my  own  thinking  unsound.  If  a 
native  of  that  place  coming  here  believed  London  bi^er  than  Islington,  I 
should  not  alter  my  opinicm  either  to  please  Edwards  or  vex  the  stranger. 
When  the  devils  declared,  we  know  thee ;  thou  art  the  Boa  of  God ;  I  should 
not  be  ashamed  to  join  with  the  devils  npon  that  article. 

The  Persona  of  a  nentnd  which  I  have  assumed  in  this  part  of  the  work, 
the  better  to  keep  up  my  credit  with  both  parties  and  thereby  bring  on  a 
recondlement  between  Religion  and  Reason,  requires  me  to  go  on  calmly 
and  carefully  my  own  way  without  regard  to  what  other  people  believe  or 
disbelieve,  any  further  than  as  sn  admooition  to  conoider  the  matter  more 
maturely.  I  do  not  set  up  for  an  advocate  of  the  Christian  doctrines  deter- 
mined to  support  them  at  all  eventa  ;  but  a  fair  and  unprejudiced  inquirer 
into  what  they  are.  Neither  do  I  meddle  with  the  external  evidences,  for 
they  lie  in  the  fields  of  ecdesiastical  history,  beyond  my  reach :  my  budness 
is  only  with  the  internal,  and  to  lay  them  dearly  open  to  inqiection,  rather 
than  to  enforce  them.  Therefore  I  have  pnrsued  the  scheme  of  Reason,  by 
the  light  of  Nature,  as  far  as  I  could  in  the  first  volume,  and  the  early 
chapters  of  this :  and  in  the  remaindo-  of  my  oourae  am  endeavouring  to 
discover  what  the  Gospd  teaches,  and  with  what  spirit  die  true  interpretation 
may  be  found ;  the  better  to  enable  my  countrymen  to  judge  for  themselves 
of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  frata  God. 

26.  In  all  my  speculations,  how  much  soever  they  may  have  seemed  mat- 
tera  of  curiosity,  I  have  constantly  kept  an  eye  to  nse,  though  pertwps 
nothing  more  than  an  eye,  without  being  able  to  lend  a  hdping  hand ;  and 
in  each  of  them  to  some  particular  use.  £ven  my  sallies  of  sprightlineaa  are 
not  wanton  gambols ;  they  hdp  my  purpose  of  gaining  some  credit  with 
one  party.  For  the  free-thinker  Uys  down  for  a  mle  tlM  every  man  loves 
a  joke,  who  is  able  to  make  one ;  therefore  all  your  serious  people  mwrt  be 
humdrum  fellows,  because  if  they  had  the  least  taste  for  ridicule  they  oonld 
not  fail  of  sedng  the  abauxUty  of  old  saws  esteemed  sao-ed.  And  here  ha 
agrees  with  his  furthest  opposite,  the  enthusiast,  in  hdding  tkat  to  be  a 
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good  Ctirirtian,  one  miut  throw  uide  all  one's  undentanding,  and  all  one'^ 
bomoar.  Now  I  want  to  chow  him  that  other  follu  can  floorish  about,  And 
jest  as  well  as  he  :  that  without  pecking  at  the  Bible,  they  am  find  matters 
to  joke  opon  elseiriiere,  aome  times  in  hia  own  sweet  self:  and  that  it  is  not 
neees*aT7  the  old  saws  shonld  fall  into  contempt  with  a  man  as  soon  as  he 
ceases  to  be  a  hunidrnm. 

In  both  cases,  whether  of  close  combat  or  light-horse  skirmish,  there  is 
the  sppearsQce  of  scane  important  post  befmv  me,  which  directs  or  beguiles 
me  to  push  forward.  This  dissertation  upon  the  Logos,  upon  Pereon  and 
Persona,  exhibits  a  prospect  of  doing  two  services.  Hie  one,  for  Tummag 
those  ininperabte  difficulties  in  making  a  satia&ctory  defence  against  the 
cavils  of  the  scoffer,  arising  from  the  doctrine,  that  it  was  the  person  of 
Christ,  distinct  firom  that  of  God,  who  was  the  operator  in  the  creation. 
The  other  for  preventing  those  enthoaiastic,  and  1  may  say  idoktrous, 
notions  perpetually  inculcated  among  the  Methodists,  who  in  the  fondness 
of  their  passion  for  Christ,  extol  him  above  the  Father,  and  would  have  us 
place  our  whole  dependence  upon  ecstatic  acts  of  faith  in  his  name,  to  the 
utter  contempt  and  neglect  of  that  degree  of  righteousness,  attainable  bj 
faith,  which  was  the  purpose  and  end  of  his  missiim. 

When  the  doctrine  of  all  things  made  by  Christ  is  daily  pressed  upon  the 
thonghta  by  lectures,  hymns,  prayers,  meditations,  and  sweetly- writteu 
boc^,  what  kind  of  concqitioni  must  it  produce  i  You  may  make  what 
nice  distinctions  you  please  between  the  divine  and  human  aatores  in  Christ, 
the  plain  Christiui  cannot  follow  them  :  he  knows  nothing  of  your  Latin 
Persona,  but  to  him  the  two  natures  will  blend  together  in  one  Fervon, 
composing  one  individual  substance :  and  as  he  takes  his  ideas  of  other 
people  from  thor  outward  figure,  so  whenever  he  hears  mention  of  Christ 
making  the  world,  he  will  have  the  idea  of  a  human  body,  with  legs  and 
arms,  very  improper  instnimenta  for  creation,  or  even  for  making  out  of 
pre-existent  materials,  as  being  incapable  of  reaching  to  all  parts  of  tltia 
temtqaeoDS  g^obe.  llterefore  he  will  fancy  the  figure  of  a  man,  havering 
in  the  air  with  a  creative  power,  in  the  abstract,  going  out  from  his  fingers 
or  month ;  which  must  prepare  his  imagination  to  receive  all  kinds  of  magic, 
and  conjuration,  and  fairy  wonders,  if  he  should  ever  fall  into  company 
where  they  are  chimed  vith  the  same  vehemence  and  assidui^  as  practised 
by  his  gotUy  teachers. 

It  may  be  sometimes  expedient  to  connive  at  misapprehensiona  of  the 
vulgar,  for  I  have  said  upon  a  former  occaaion,  that  the  same  notion  msy 
be  Religion  in  one  man  which  would  be  superstition  in  another ;  but  it  must 
always  be  mis^^evona  to  cultivate  and  expatiate  upon  them.  I  have  aimed 
to  steer  the  course  least  productive  of  misconceptiona :  it  is  Ukely  lome 
oveiai^ts  have  escaped  me,  and  certtun  that  an  addition  may  be  made  to 
what  IB  here  presented.  The  distinction  between  Person  and  Peraona  will 
not  answer  every  purpose,  this  latter  term  still  fluctuating  among  various 
aenses,  which  therefore  require  a  subdivision  to  range  them  under  their 
several  cla«ses.  For  I  presume  Cicero  had  the  same  consciousness  all  along 
while  under  his  two  different  Feraonse  of  severi^  and  mildneas ;  and  so  had 
Jesus  together  with  his  triple  Peraonce  of  king,  priest,  and  prophet,  his  form 
of  God,  likeness  of  man,  form  of  a  slave,  and  exaltation  to  a  name  above 
all  names  :  neither  do  I  imagine  the  Peraotue  of  the  Trinity  exactly  simitar 
to  any  of  those  just  now  specified. 

It  may  hif^ien  that  some  more  akilful  performer  will  take  hints  from 
hence  to  draw  out  a  correcter  and  fuller  explanation,  which  shall  contain 
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nothing  qipearing  either  to  shock  Reaion  or  wound  Reli^on,  in  the  m<wt 
ecmpnloiu  eyes.  He  more  the  vulgar  can  be  taken  off  from  knotty  points, 
BO  mnch  the  better :  nor  do  I  believe  they  ever  think  of  them  nnle»  ni^ed 
thereto  by  the  wrongheaded  or  such  who  have  none  other  way  of  making 
thentselveB  popular  and  important.  TTie  material  poinU  to  be  generally 
inculcated  seem  to  be  the  belief  of  the  Scriptnree  being  the  Word  of  God, 
and  a  reliance  solely  apon  Christ,  and  hie  religion  for  attaining  the  righteous- 
nesa  needfiil  for  their  fnture  interests.  These  points  I  bave  taken  my  best 
piunB  to  KCnre  in  the  last  Chapter,  and  laboured  to  remove  what  mi^t 
endanger  the  security  in  the  present. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

SACRAMENTS. 


TflikB  has  lately  been  some  difierence  among  doctors  concerning  the  na< 
tare  and  efficacy  of  these  sacred  rites,  wherein  I  am  so  far  from  intending 
to  take  part  on  either  side,  that  I  have  not  so  much  ai  made  myself  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  controversy ;  therefore  if  what  is  here 
offered  shall  prove  favonrable  or  displeasing  to  the  litigants,  it  will  be  purelv 
accidental,  nor  will  any  of  them  have  cause  either  to  thank  or  be  wrathful 
with  me  for  intermeddling.  For  I  shall  still,  as  heretofore,  proceed  quietly 
my  own  way,  without  the  spirit  of  opposition  or  partiality,  collecting  what- 
ever occurring  to  my  thoughts  may  appear  pertinent  to  the  subject  upon  the 
Iwst  exercise  of  my  judgment.  "Hie  province  I  have  professed  to  nndertake 
is  that  of  haman  rcEtson,  by  which  must  be  meant  my  own  reason  :  for  so 
every  man  who  tsUka  of  reason  oogiit  to  be  understood  if  he  tpeaki  sin- 
cerdy,  because  he  cannot  have  jurisdiction  in  any  province  farther  than 
the  scanty  limits  of  his  own  understanding. 

Being  apprized  of  this,  !  Eball  not  presume  to  dictate,  nor  demonstrate, 
nur  venture  to  say,  which  last  is  the  modem  phrase  for  the  most  confident 
Bissertion,  nor  even  wish  anybody  to  adopt  a  sentiment  of  mine  until  he' 
finds  it  agreeable  to  his  own  judgment :  for  were  the  thing  I  suggest  ever 
so  right,  yet  if  he  does  nut  see  the  justness  of  it  with  his  own  eyes,  he  will 
iMit  apprehend  it  rightly,  and  it  will  do  him  no  good.  And  if  I  chance  to 
fsll  into  mistakes  introductive  of  mischief  I  do  not  foresee,  for  others  I  shall 
be  very  careful  to  guard  against,  ihere  not  wanting  able  champions  enow 
to  prevent  their  taking  effect  by  giving  warning  to  the  unwary.  But 
reason  being  my  province,  it  is  obvioos  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  evi- 
dences proving  those  rites  to  be  of  divine  institution,  which  cannot  be 
fetched  from  the  storehouse  of  human  reason :  therefore  taking  such  insti- 
tution for  granted,  1  shall  make  it  my  business  to  consider  what  rational 
idea  can  be  entertained  of  them,  their  design  and  effects,  presuming  that  if 
each  can  be  found,  it  is  the  genuine  and  true  one. 

Now  in  order  to  know  how  our  Church  expresses  herself  on  them,  we 
need  only  have  recourse  to  the  Catechism,  which  we  have  all  learned,  per- 
haps most  of  us  forgotten  again,  yet  we  may  presently  borrow  a  book  to 
refresh  our  memory :  wherein  we  shall  find  a  sacrament  defined  to  be  an 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  end  apiritDBl  grace  given  to  us,  or- 
dained by  Christ  himself,  as  a  means  whereby  we  receive  the  same,  and  a 
pledge  to  assure  us  thereof.  Now  a  sign  we  know  is  ordtnarily  an  indica- 
tion only  of  something  happening :  when  the  weather-glass  falls,  vre  think  it 
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s  sign  it  frill  rain ;  when  on  looking  throngh  the  window,  we  we  the  wo< 
men  polling  their  headkerchieft  over  their  heads,  we  take  thi*  for  a  sign 
that  it  ia  beginning  to  ibib  :  bat  neither  the  mercury  nor  the  haadkerduefs 
can  have  any  influence  apou  the  clouds  to  bring  down  their  contents,  being 
declanttive  only,  not  productive,  of  an  event  befalleti  or  to  befall.  But 
there  are  other  aigna,  which  are  not  ditcoveriee  of  lometlung  unknown,  but 
admonitioas  ot  somethiDg  alipt  out  of  mind :  «a  when  you  make  aigna  with 
jour  finger  to  a  peraon  who  through  mere  inconaiderateneas  n  going  to  blurt 
out  a  aecret  he  knows  well  enough  to  be  one. 

Hie  lacramental  aigna  1  apprehend  are  of  the  latter  aoit :  ea  aigns  &tj 
are  not  efficient  canaea  of  any  external  event  that  may  concern  ua,  and  as 
monitory  signs  they  are  not  declarations  of  any  operation  performed  apoa 
na :  hut  being  ordained  by  Christ  himself,  the  sight  of  than  solemnly  ad- 
ministered serves  naturally  to  impress  a  atrong  remembrance  of  him,  and 
remind  ua  of  the  inefitimable  benefits  received  by  hia  procurement.  Hence 
follows  that  there  ia  nothing  coDJored  down  into  the  elements  on  consecra' 
tioD,  nor  have  they  any  quality,  power,  or  property  differoit  from  other  ele* 
menta  employed  in  common  uses ;  and  the  prieat,  agreeable  to  hia  title  of 
miniater,  acts  ministeriaUy,  not  authoritatively  herein,  detdaring  or  cxpresa 
ing  a  former  act  of  Christ,  not  performing  an  act  of  hia  own  ;  neither  can 
we  eipect  to  receive  any  other  benefit  from  them,  than  what  effect  the  aight 
and  the  ceremony  may  work  upon  tbe  heart  and  imagination. 

And  the  term  pledge  may  lead  us  into  the  like  train,  for  though  we  often 
use  the  word  for  an  earnest  given  to  bind  a  bargain,  or  a  deposit  left  in  pawn 
for  performance  of  an  engagement,  yet  it  is  likewise  employed  by  peraons, 
who,  inteudiog  considerable  &Toars  to  another,  hut  being  apprehensive  he 
may  doubt  of  their  aincerity  or  remembrance,  give  him  some  little  diing  in 
band  as  a  pledge  of  th^  kindness,  and  to  satisfy  him  they  will  keep  their 
word  :  to  which  latter  sense  the  expression  of  our  Church  directs  ns  by  call* 
ing  it  a  pledge,  not  to  secure,  but  to  aasore  us  thereof.  In  like  manner, 
when  G^  is  said  to  bind  himself  by  an  Oath,  it  is  in  reality  no  secmity, 
for  if  he  were  disposed  to  break  it,  we  could  not  help  ourselves,  as  a  man 
might  who  receives  an  earnest  or  deposit,  but  a  certain  assorance  leaving 
no  room  for  donbt. 

Now,  assurance  is  a  state  of  the  mind,  which  it  may  be  cast  into  by  sen- 
sible objects,  working  a  lively  and  vigcTous  persuasion  of  what  we  Imow  in 
our  judgment  well  enough  before,  but  had  a  very  faint  sense  of  in  the  ima- 
gination :  therefore  the  Sacramenta  are  not  evidences  to  convince,  nor  con- 
veyances to  put  ua  into  possession  of  anything  promiaed,  bat  methods  for 
taming  conviction  into  persnaaion,  which  in  the  C3iapter  on  Faith  has  been 
shown  necessary  to  make  it  a  virtue.  For  being  ordained  by  Christ  him- 
self, and  administered  according  to  his  iostitation,  they  are  visible  tranaw- 
tions  between  him  and  as,  as  direct  and  immediate  as  can  be  since  his  de- 
parture from  earth ;  therefore  proper  pledges  of  hia  kindness  to  aanre  ns  of 
all  these  inestimable  benefits  we  hope  to  gather  therefrom. 

2.  But  oar  Catechism  has  the  words,  as  a  means  whereby  we  receive  the 
■ame:  is  not  this  contrary  to  the  nature  of  signs  as  just  now  described? 
Not  at  all,  to  my  thinking :  nor  do  1  apprehend  that  signs  and  means  de- 
note two  distinct  qualities  in  the  Sacraments,  but  they  become  means  by 
being  signs :  and  this  may  appear  when  we  consider  what  it  is  we  receive 
thereby,  namely,  Gnce.  It  haa  been  shown  in  the  Chsfiter  upon  that  arti- 
de,  that  Grace,  considered  as  an  effect,  ia  an  extraordinary  disposition  and 
vigoor  of  mind  to  apprehend  religions  truths,  which  a  sign  and  a  pledge. 
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deacnbed  u  above,  leave  ft  natund  ttSmcj  to  prodnoe :  and  in  tiiia  nmitr  it 
rnnit  be  mtdentood  here,  being  apoken  of  u  Munediiag  given  to  bs,  not  aa 
aomethiDg:  operating  opoD  os ;  for  we  cannot  be  aHd  to  poeMoe  the  Uoljr 
&{urit  as  a  gift,  otherwioe  than  figurativeljr  by  ■  cominon  metonyme  of  the 
cause  tor  the  effect. 

Thercfiare  we  are  Dot  to  imagine  a  spiritual  influence  iofased  into  the 
elements,  nor  accompanyiDg  the  ceremcMiy,  nor  the  Holy  Gboet  more  pe- 
culiarly present  than  at  other  times,  unless  in  the  OMnDer  God  and  Chrirt 
are  said  to  be  peculiarly  present  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
in  their  name,  that  is,  wlely  by  the  greater  cleamesa  of  our  optics  to  dis' 
cem  them.  I  cannot,  conaiitcntly  with  the  doctrines  ot  our  Chnreh,  denj 
that  the  Grace  comes  by  the  power  of  God  co-operating  in  his  third  Per- 
sona with  ODT  cndeBvonrB  in  the  ^)plicatiun  of  the  means ;  for  since-  no  good 
thing  can  be  doite  without  such  assiitance,  the  devout  celebration  of  the 
Sacratnents  and  Grace  ooDBcquent  ti.ereupon  being  good  thii^,  such  aseiat- 
ance  must  have  been  afforded.  But  the  Sacraments  1  apprehend  obtain  the 
divine  aid  in  the  same  manner  as  other  means  of  (kace,  though  being-  the 
moat  sacred  of  our  devotions,  they  do  it  in  a  larger  measure,  and  may  be 
•aid  to  bring  down  die  Holy  Spirit  aa  prayer  is  said  to  bring  down  a  sup* 
ply  of  our  wants  from  heaven :  not  that  it  can  move  God,  but  beoaoae  it 
move*  ourselve*  within  tiie  stream  of  his  blessings,  so  they  do  not  draw  the 
heavenly  power  to  shed  his  influence  more  cojnonsly  apon  the  heart,  bat 
draw  the  heart  farther  into  the  current  of  his  influence. 

I  am  not  so  rigorous  as  to  expect  that  persons  ci  all  siaed  apprdensiona 
should  enter  dearly  into  these  lefinemcDtB :  let  them  bdieve  the  ritet  to  be- 
principal  means  of  Grace,  withoat  troubling  their  beads  about  the  ""TTitr 
of  operation  :  if  they  aboold  happen  to  mingle  a  spice  erf  the  marvellous,  be- 
cause  they  cannot  satisly  tbemBelvcs  any  other  way,  there  will  be  no  great 
baro)  done :  but  for  such  as  have  ears  to  hear  the  voice  of  sober  reaeoR,  or 
eyea  to  diacem  the  distinction,  it  seems  very  material  they  thoxM  obaerve 
it.  For  when  once  a  man  begins  to  persnade  hrms^  that  he  feels  the  very 
finger  of  God.  or  bean  his  whisper,  because  he  feels  a  eenuUe  mipresatoD 
upon  bis  mind,  and  unusual  vigour  in  his  powers  o(  action,  he  is  in  immi' 
nent  danger  of  sliding  insensibly  into  the  wilds  of  s- 


Bnt  though  whenever  we  find  a  favonrable  alteration  within  us  we  must 
aaoribe  it  to  divine  assistanee,  upon  the  authority  of  Scriptnre  intcrpretetf 
^our  doctors;  yet  as  argued  in  the  Chapter  last  cited,  the  tondi  oeeasion- 
ing  aoch  change  may  have  been  given  hours,  or  days,  or  months  hefere,  at 
a  time  when  we  ccwld  not  perceive  it.  For  we  are  warranted  upon  die 
same  authority  to  compare  the  divine  efliiaion  to  Qte  wind,  whidi  btoweth 
where  it  listeth ;  thou  heareet  the  sound  thereof,  bat  knowest  not  whence 
it  cometh  nor  whither  it  goeth :  we  feel  and  hear  the  draught  of  air,  and 
••e  Ae  oommotioBs  it  raise*  anong  the  tree*,  but  know  nodring  of  die 
powers  setting  it  in  motion,  where  or  how  far  off  they  lie,  nor  the  timfl 
when  they  gave  dteir  impalae. 

3.  To  the  questiciii.  How  many  Sacraments  hath  Christ  ordained  in  his 
Church,  we  ore  tau^t  to  answer.  Two  oaly  aa  gaterally  necessary  to  ntn- 
tion.  One  cannotpreaeatlydiaMrBthefnceoftheadverbGenerally.  Itscema 
at  flrat  to  imply,  that  there  are  other  Saetaments  necessary  for  particidar 
peraoiu,  though  theae  alone  be  generally  so  ;  bat  this  we  know  our  Church 
diaavowt.  Perh^a  if  neoeaaary  had  been  used  akme,  the  world  might  hxre 
joined  with  it  in  their  thoi^htt  the  adverb  univeraaUy  or  absolutely-;  whidl 
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might'  have  fpyta  them  the  idea  of  an  effident  virtue  in  the  rites,  putting 
■u  in  poaieeeioti  of  certain  privileges  without  which  no  tnaa  can  he  eaved. 
M  no  man  can  live  without  eatiog,  nm"  pnrchate  lands  in  a  foreign  eooDtr; 
witboat  being  aatnTali«d  there  :  bat  whatever  may  be  thonght  (rf  Baptima, 
I  hope  it  will  he  allowed  that  &  child  dying  under  seven  years  old  may  be 
•aved  without  ever  having  communicated  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  "ntttelort 
by  Generally  I  apprehend  we  are  to  nnderstand  no  mote  than  necessary  for 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  people,  laics  as  well  aa  clergy,  the  poor,  the  low, 
and  the  ignorant,  as  well  as  the  rich,  the  noUe,  and  the  enlightmed. 

Let  ns  next  proceed  to  oousider  in  what  sense  they  are  necessary,  and  I 
conceive  them  not  directly  but  remotely  so,  that  is  not  immediabdy  pn- 
dnctive  of  salvation  in  themselves,  bat  necessary  preliminaries  conducting 
to  something  else  whereby  we  may  attain  it.  Were  future  hsp^Hness  a  gifl 
conferred  by  an  immediate  act  of  God,  as  vulgarly  conceived,  there  wocdi 
need  no  preparatives  to  fit  us  for  the  reception :  for  he  who  was  able  ta 
raise  up  ChUdren  to  Abraham  of  the  veriest  stones,  is  likewise  able  to  in- 
vest any  creature,  however  qnaUfied  in  any  state  or  eontktion  of  Being 
whatever,  to  make  a  Saint  of  a  damned  Soul,  an  Angel  of  a  Devi),  by  aa 
exertion  of  his  Omnipotence.  But  Religion  and  Hiilosophy  nnanimoody 
agree,  that  we  are  placed  here  in  a  state  of  probation,  this  life  being  pre- 
paratory to  the  next :  which  it  could  not  be,  at  least  to  our  comprehension, 
unless  there  were  certain  staM  laws  of  nniversal  Nature,  rendering  every 
man's  condition  hereafter  dependent  upon  that  wherein  he  quitted  this 
earthly  stage. 

fram  whence,  together  with  what  has  been  argued  in  tanatr  places,  it 
appears,  that  the  nearest  approach  to  perfection  of  the  spiritnsl  body  wfae«- 
in  we  are  to  rise  again,  which  any  man  is  capable  of  making  in  his  present 
situation,  is  the  thing  directly  productive  of  salvation.  Which  state  the 
■piritual  body  is  cast  into  by  habitnal  just  sentiments  of  God,  and  a  tenor 
of  conduct  confbrraable  thereto,  called  in  Scriptnal  language  coming  to  the 
Father,  strengthened  and  evidenced  by  the  practice  trf  right  actions,  styled 
in  the  same  language  doing  the  Will  erf  the  Father.  And  that  this  ctHning 
to  the  Father  is  the  sole  thing  necessary,  may  be  gathered  from  the  words 
of  Christ  himself ;  who  has  declared  tluit  all  the  saying  Lord,  Lord,  pro- 
phesying, casting  out  Devils,  doing  many  woaderfal  wwks  in  his  name, 
will  avail  nothing  without  it :  nor  can  it  well  be  doubted  that  if  Adam  had 
contimied  steadfast  in  innocence,  he  might  have  been  saved  witkoat  know- 
ledge of  Christ,  or  application  to  the  Sacraments. 

But  the  Gospel  has  dedared  diat  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father  nnlegs 
through  the  Son  :  we  are  so  debilitated  by  the  origmal  sin  or  sinfnbieu  and 
imbecility  of  tnir  Nature  evidenced  by  the  experimnit  made  upon  Adam, 
that  we  caTinot  possibly  attain  that  health  of  the  ipiritnal  body  wherein  sal- 
vation consists,  by  our  own  strength  and  sagacity,  without  aid  of  the  pre- 
cepts, the  institutions,  and  ezam^es  of  Christ,  which  therefore  are  the  sole 
and  necessaiy  passage  condncting  to  the  Father.  What  other  passages  may 
lie  open  to  other  persons,  or  whether  the  same  degree  of  preparation  in  this 
life  be  requisite  for  ever3rbody,  I  have  already  considered  in  former  ^aoea, 
particularly  that  relating  to  the  doctrine  of  tiie  strait  gate,  in  the  Qwpter 
on  Redemption  :  but  to  ns  to  whom  the  Gospel  has  been  propounded  in  a 
manner  convincing  to  our  nnderstanding,  and  to  sudt  only  it  must  be  sap- 
poeed  to  speak,  because  sneh  only  wiU  bear  it,  there  is  none  odier  passage 
by  whidi  we  can  have  any  dtance  of  arriving  at  oar  desirad  haven. 

But  since  we  cannot  always  see  the  expedience  of  his  rules,  not  discera 
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the  good  of  that  endaraiice  utd  forbeannce  whereof  be  hu  set  ns  a  pat- 
tern,  our  attachment  to  them  will  die  awar  by  degreee  without  an  habitoal 
reverence  and  tniat  in  hif  name  contiDuaJJv  etimnlatiDg  as  thereto :  for  it 
ia  well  known  in  common  life,  how  much  a  name  avails  to  bind  thmgi  to- 
gether in  the  remembrance  whicfa  otherwise  might  distipate,  and  the  regard 
to  a  particular  person  fixe*  a  proportionable  r^ard  upon  everything  relative 
to  him.  Now  those  eacred  rites  ordained  by  Christ  himselfj  actually  deli- 
vered by  him  to  our  own  persons,  eo  far  as  can  be  done  by  representation, 
a*  signs,  pledges,  or  tokens  of  his  love  to  ns,  will  have  a  natural  tendency, 
if  taken  and  received  in  that  idea,  to  strengthen  om'  trust  in  his  name,  and 
otir  reverence  of  bis  authority. 

llius  the  Sacraments  are  rather  Christian  than  divine  services,  efficaeiotn 
to  invigorate  our  Faith  in  Christ,  which  is  called  the  saving  Faith,  because 
introductive  of  that  which  is  directly  and  immediately  so.  Therefore  we 
may  presume  the  Chnrch  pronounces  them  necessBry,  as  being  neceesaiy 
equipments  for  our  journey,  rather  than  an  actual  progress  in  it :  and  upon 
having  received  them  devoutly,  we  ore  not  to  look  upon  ourselves  as  a  whit 
Boore  in  pouession  of  salvation,  but  better  provided  with  the  meaos  of  at- 
taining it.  For  the  benefit,  if  any,  must  appear  in  the  improvement  of  our 
sentiments  and  conduct  afterwartk :  or,  to  use  the  Stoical  aUegory,  we  are 
stiil  as  much  in  a  state  of  dronmng  as  before  i  but  have  laid  hold  on  the 
cords,  by  whidi  with  hearty  lifts  we  may  raise  ouwlvea  into  the  pore  air  of 
rectitude  and  holiness. 

If  there  be  any  who  conceit  they  do  as  well  without  them,  or  have  found 
no  improvement  of  their  piety  from  them  upon  trial,  it  does  not  become  us 
to  judge  of  another,  we  must  leave  every  man  to  his  own  conscience,  and 
his  own  experieDce  upon  that  article :  yet  even  admitting  him  right,  still 
they  may  lie  generally  though  not  universally  necessary.  I  cannot  indeed 
suppose  the  compilers  of  our  Catechism  had  any  such  con£truction  in  thor 
thoughts,  but  the  words  may  be  true  in  that  construction ;  for  the  practice 
of  them  may  be  necessary  in  general  to  keep  np  a  spirit  of  Christianity 
among  us,  which  ^trit  will  diffuse  us  imperceptibly  by  sympathy  among 
porticulars  not  using  the  means  appointed.  Whereto  must  be  owing  that 
our  modem  Philosophy  has  a  greater  mixture  of  Christianity  among  it  than 
the  ancient :  and  1  have  met  with  profound  reasoners,  seeming  to  retnJQ 
very  little  reqtect  for  the  name  of  Christ,  who  have  yet  more  of  the  Chris- 
tian in  their  character  than  they  know  of,  so  have  actually  received  a  remote 
benefit  from  the  Sacraments,  though  they  will  not  acknowledge  it. 

4.  Perhaps  it  may  be  alleged,  that  if  Sacraments  operate  none  otherwise 
than  upon  the  mind  and  imagination,  then  Baptism  is  a  mere  empty  form, 
being  administered  to  infants,  who  can  have  no  imagmation  of  what  is  doing 
to  them.  But  if  they  have  not  then,  they  will  when  grown  up,  and  come  to 
reflect  on  the  solemnity  wherewith  they  have  been  atSnitted  to  a  participa*' 
tion  of  the  benefits  procured^ to  mankind  by  Christ,  and  in  their  own  persons 
receive  the  sign  and  pledge  of  his  love  ordained  by  himself.  It  would  like- 
wiae  operate  upon  the  by-standers  a«  a  means  of  grace,  were  they  corefnl  to 
twist  at  it  with  a  little  more  seriousness,  and  not  as  a  mere  costomaiy  form : 
for  it  would  remind  them  of  their  own  admission  by  the  like  ceremony,  and 
engage  their  charity  to  a  new  fellow-traveller  to  whom  an  entrance  has  jutt 
been  opened  into  the  same  road  of  salvation  with  themselves. 

Therefore  it  was  a  veir  wise  provision  of  om-  Church,  that  all  Baptisms 
■hall  be  celebrated  publicly,  except  upon  extraordinary  oocaaioni ;  aud  it  ia 
no  lees  prudent  in  our  present  clergy  to  administer  privately  without  a^ing 
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for  your  extnordinuy  occuion :  because  «1m,  m  the  world  roes,  there 
would  be  no  baptiung  at  aU,  and  I  have  raid  more  than  once  b^re,  that  a 
wise  man  will  do  as  he  can,  when  he  cannot  do  as  he  would.  Indeed,  aa 
our  places  of  worship  in  this  humid  climate  aie  stone  vaults,  many  times 
half  under  ground,  and  oor  children  bom  with  more  delicate  coasUtutiona 
tiian  those  of  onr  forefothers,  who  were  a  natioi)  of  soldiers  and  huntsmen, 
there  may  be  a  good  reascHt  against  exposing  them  to  the  damps  of  a  quan? 
in  winter  season  i  but  since  the  rubric  has  not  limited  the  time,  why  might 
Bot  the  ceremony  be  deferred  till  vernal  sons  have  exhaled  the  dangerous 
▼aponrs  and  blunted  the  cutting  edge  of  Eunu .' 

There  is  one  obstacle  against  this  method,  that  the  nurses  would  lose 
their  fees,  and  it  is  well  known  the  laws  of  fashion  are  holden  more  indis- 
pensable among  us,  than  those  of  the  Church  :  but  this  might  be  removed 
by  the  sponsors  coming  early  to  make  their  offerings  to  the  air-bom  God- 
dess, and  at  the  same  time  appointing  their  substitutes  to  attend  for  them 
at  thp  sacred  font,  in  case  themselves  should  be  engaged  in  the  more  im- 
portant transactions  of  Tunbridge,  or  Newmarket :  whereby  both  our  credit 
and  our  consciences  might  be  saved  harmless  at  once.  Bnt  though  the 
dergy  must  do  as  they  can  with  the  laity,  one  should  think  they  mi^t  do 
as  they  would  with  their  own  body,  and  prevail  on  them  to  certify  all  pri- 
vate Baptisms  as  the  rabric  directs,  for  which  it  might  not  be  amiss  if  a 
abort  prayer  were  framed  suitable  thereto.  From  what  has  been  said  it 
appears  matter  of  consequence  to  a  grown  person,  but  not  to  a  child  dying 
young,  whether  it  has  ever  been  chnstened  or  no :  nevertheless,  I  am  for  « 
speedy  administration  in  cases  where  life  is  in  danger,  were  it  for  none 
other  reason  than  a  little  to  open  the  narrow  minds  of  the  vulgar,  by  ad- 
vancing one  step  towards  the  idea  of  a  general  interest,  and  making  it 
recdved  as  a  populsr  doctrine,  that  a  soul  may  be  saved  without  actoal  &th 
in  Christ,  or  knowledge  of  him  during  his  abode  in  this  earthly  tabernacle. 

5.  lliere  are  folks  who  pretend  to  be  mightily  shocked  at  the  absurdity 
of  a  child  promising  by  proxies  not  appointed  by  himself,  which  promise, 
■ays  our  Church,  when  come  to  years  of  discretion,  himself  is  bonnd  to  per- 
form :  but  I  hope  none  ore  stricken  with  this  shock  who  hold  the  Revolution 
principles,  and  ground  the  liberties  of  this  nation  upon  an  original  contract 
made  between  the  kings  and  people  of  oor  Saxon  ancestors ;  nor  any  of  the 
French  writers,  who  lay  down  thot  if  the  reigning  family  should  ever  happen 
to  be  extinct,  the  Estates  would  have  a  right  to  choose  whomsoever  they 
pleased,  hut  are  bonnd  by  the  present  &mily  by  the  choice  made  by  their 
ancestors  of  Ho^  Capet. 

In  these  cases  there  is  an  obligatian,  not  otherwise  binding.  laid  upon 
ohildrat  bom  or  to  be  bom  throughout  all  succeedmg  generations,  which 
there  is  not  in  the  principal  case,  where  the  child  enters  into  no  new  en- 
gagement, nor  gives  up  any  natural  right  belonging  to  him  :  for  let  us  con- 
sider what  it  is  be  promises.  To  renounce  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil,  which,  translated  into  philosophic  language,  is  vanity,  indulgence, 
and  malice ;  to  believe  the  Articles  of  the  Christian  Faith :  and  to  keep  God's 
boly  will  and  conuoandmenta.  The  first  and  last  of  these  three  branches 
the  child  is  ahvady  bound  to  by  the  condition  of  that  nature  whereinto  be 
is  bora,  nnder  a  pail  of  forfeiting  alibis  hopes  in  foturity :  and  it  being  the 
doctrine  of  oor  Church,  that  in  this  l^wed  state  none  can  sufficiently  fiilfil 
thoce  obligations  without  aid  of  the  Christian  doctrines  and  institationa, 
he  is  bv  tlM  sane  condition  of  bis  nature  likewise  bonnd  to  the  second 
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brBtieh,  aa  A  neeesfiary  pastnge  introdoctive  into  the  other  two.  So  here  !■ 
no  engagement  mode  for  tlie  child  by  hit  Godfatbera,  Dor  promise  of  any 
thing  he  would  not,  when  come  to  age,  himself  have  been  bound  to  per- 
form, though  they  had  undertaken  nothing  for  him :  and  their  part  in  the 
ceremoiiy  amounts  to  no  more,  than  a  declaration  made  with  a  solemnity 
proper  to  strike  a  strong  Benee  upon  the  mind  of  an  obligation  lying  upon 
the  child,  and  npoo  ns  oil,  by  the  proviuona  of  God  and  nature,  upon  our 
being  formed  human  creatures. 

If  it  might  be  permitted  to  offer  one  httle  alteration,  I  would  propose  that 
the  word  Dost,  in  the  second  interrogatory,  might  be  changed  into  Wilt: 
fer  there  does  eeem  to  be  some  handle  for  scoffers  to  be  arch  upon  making  a 
new-born  babe  actually  believe  a  set  of  articles,  when  he  can  have  no  idea 
of  a  single  term  among  all  those  wherein  they  are  ccucbed.  I  presume  it 
was  this  mistake  of  looking  upon  Baptism  as  the  actual  agreement  to  a  con- 
tract not  subsisting  before,  rather  than  the  declaration  of  one  whereto  we 
are  obligated  at  our  birth  by  the  necessity  of  our  nature,  that  made  the  Ana- 
baptists ecrupuloDB  of  administering  it,  unless  to  adults  :  for  taking  it  in  that 
light  there  Eeems  to  be  a  foundation  for  their  scruples.  However,  if  any 
body  thinks  himself  not  sufficiently  obligated,  nor  consequently  entitled  to 
the  priTileges  of  a  contracting  party,  without  an  act  of  his  own,  the  Church 
has  prorided  the  ceremony  of  confirmation,  by  which  he  may  take  upon 
himsdf  all  that  his  sponsors  nndertooli  in  his  name,  and  then  he  maybe 
iatisfied  upon  the  maxims  wbereby  we  govern  ourselves  in  our  temporal 
eoncema :  for  I  think  it  is  a  rule  of  law,  that  if  an  infant,  after  he  comes 
of  age,  assents  to  a  deed  executed  by  him  in  his  minority,  it  becomes  aa 
good  and  valid  as  if  he  had  been  forty  years  old  at  the  original  time  ot 

But  there  might  be  many  inconveniences  in  delaying  the  celebration  until 
children  were  grown  up  :  I  have  observed  before,  that  it  is  notorious  how 
apt  peo{de  are  to  put  off  a  thing  for  which  there  is  not  a  fixed  time  wherein 
it  must  be  done.  Some  would  never  think  themselves  sufficiently  instructed 
to  qualify  them  for  the  undertaking.  Some  would  delay  it  on  purpose  that 
they  might  not  double  the  gailt  of  complying  with  the  world,  the  ffeah.  and 
the  devil,  by  a  solemn  renunciation.  Some  would  be  cmelly  tortured  by  the 
dilemma  of  precipitating  the  eacred  rile  before  they  were  well  prqwrMl,  or 
eUe  ranning  the  hazard  of  being  cut  off  by  a  sudden  death  while  delaying 
longer  than  they  on^t.  Multitudes  would  omit  it  through  careleuneu,  so 
that  we  should  never  know  who  were  even  nominal  Christiana  eonong  US| 
and  who  are  not.  Besides,  as  a  great  deal  of  wickedness  may  be  committed 
before  seventeen,  which  I  think  is  reckoned  the  adult  age,  many  sprightly 
yonng  people  would  imagine  they  had  a  license  to  do  as  th^  pleaaed, 
presuming  upon  the  laver  of  regeneration  for  washing  away  all  fwincr 
scores. 

For  this  notion  is  apt  to  arise  from  the  rite  employed,  water  being  ser- 
viceable to  wash  away  foulnesses  remaining  from  prior  defilementai  but 
there  is  no  more  fruitful  source  of  errors  in  Religion,  than  the  too  ri^rona 
interpretation  of  figures,  by  a[^ying  all  the  properties  and  opoations  of  the 
image  to  the  thing  signified  thereby.  But  I  t^qu'ehend  the  effects  <^ 
Saptism,  thon^  similar,  are  not  the  same  with  tho»e  of  water,  having  ret 
epeot  to  the  feture  rather  than  the  past,  working  a  dettvaranoe  from  con< 
<lemna(ioa  none  otherwise  than  by  the  prevention  of  sin :  tha  original,  or 
ether  sin  washed  away  thereby,  bmng  not  «i  actual  guilt,  hot  a  sinfi^es* 
01  depravity  of  nature,  which  the  inward  and  spu-itoal  grace,  given  .to  na  by 
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ineanB  of  this  ontward  iign,  removes  by  helping  to  produce  a  thorougli  re- 
pentance or  Metanoia ;  that  is,  a  change  of  mind  from  a  camal  or  sensoal 
habit  to  a  Bpiritual  or  rational. 

6.  The  like  application  of  the  properties  in  the  sign  to  the  thing  signified, 
together  with  a  fondneas  for  the  marvellous,  has  proved  the  source  of  many 
dangenMiB  errcvB,  and  fata]  disBensions  concerning  the  Eacharist  -.  by  nliich 
thoosands  have  been  vexed,  rained,  persecuted,  tortured,  and  murdered,  and 
the  prince  of  peace  made  the  anthorieer  of  havoc,  desoktion,  and  carnage. 
For  the  reception  of  this  Sacrameat  being  termed  eating  the  flesh  of  Christ, 
the  properties  of  flesh  most  needs  be  annexed  to  the  bread  :  and  because  this 
flesh  is  sappoflcd  to  contain  peculiar  quBltties  not  belonging  to  other  flesh,  it 
is  neceuary  the  priest  dxMild  cell  down  his  very  body  cruciEed  upon  the 
cumb  into  th«  bread ;  which  must  be  transubstantiated  thereinto,  or  consub- 
stantjated  therewith,  so  that  Christ  himself  may  be  really  and  corporally 
[vesent  in  the  elements.  It  would  become  those  who  pretend  to  stickle  so 
strennouely  for  the  letter,  to  recdlect  that  text  which  teaches,  that  the  letter 
Itilleth,  hot  the  spirit  midceth  alive ;  and,  indeed,  this  letter  has  killed  its 
thousands. 

But  let  OB  observe  how  well  they  do  adhere  to  the  letter  in  the  form  of  the 
institution,  comparing  the  Evangelists  with  Saint  Paul's  account  of  it  to  the 
Corinthians ;  Christ  says,  TTiis  is  my  body  which  is  broken,  This  is  my 
blood  which  is  shed  ;  the  priest  says,  This  is  his  body  which  is  whole,  en- 
tire, and  unbroken,  containing  the  mass  of  blood  unshed  within  it.  Christ 
says.  Drink  ye  all  of  this:  the  priest  says,  I  will  drink  this  myself;  so  there 
is  none  to  be  bad  for  the  communicant.  Oh !  but  all  things  are  possible 
with  God :  he  who  could  make  the  same  body  exist  in  a  thousand  places  at 
once,  can  make  the  same  roara  of  blood  exist  at  once  unshed  in  the  wafer, 
and  shed  in  the  cup ;  so  that  the  lay  communicant  has  already  had  the  hlood 
together  with  the  body.  Very  well ;  but  then  he  has  eaten,  not  drank  it : 
neither,  since  here  are  two  same  bloods,  has  he  had  that  which  was  shed ; 
both  which  particulars  were  ordained  in  the  letter  of  the  inatitution. 

But  these  absurdities  are  now  pretty  well  gotten  rid  of,  I  believe,  among 
the  thoughtful  in  all  countries,  but  oertainly  among  the  generality  in  our 
own  :  yet  I  am  afraid  the  expressions  employed  in  the  Catechism  leave  R 
notion  in  some  people  of  something  divine  infused  into  the  elements,  from 
thence  entering  into  the  substance  of  the  Soul,  which  is  nourished  thereby, 
as  onr  bodies  are  by  the  bread  and  wine.  But  they  may  please  to  remem- 
ber, the  Church  declares  them  an  ootward  and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  and 
spiritual  grace.  But  the  reception  of  grace  is  not  an  accession  or  alteration 
of  substance,  no  more  than  the  acquisition  of  a  new  virtue,  a  language,  a 
tcieoce,  or  accompli sfament,  which  are  only  habits  of  the  mind :  and  a  sign 
is  the  same  to  (he  senses,  as  a  figure  to  the  understanding. 

The  Scripture  abounds  in  figives,  oftentimes  of  that  kind  called  by  the 
writers  on  rhetoric,  enigmas  or  riddle*,  on  purpose  to  set  us  upon  a  dijjgent 
ezerdse  of  onr  judgment,  without  which  hearing  we  shall  hear  and  not  un- 
ileratand,  and  seeing  we  shall  see  but  not  perceive.  The  Jews  had  many 
far-fetched  figures  current  among  tliem,  which  seem  uncouth  and  mysteri- 
ous to  us :  but  this  waa  too  dark  even  for  them,  for  they  boggled  at  it,  say- 
ing. How  can  this  man  give  ns  his  flesh  to  eat  ?  Yet  it  is  not  more  harsh 
than  that  used  with  the  Samaritan  woman,  to  whom  Jesus  declared  that  the 
drink  he  should  give  would  prove  a  foantein  of  living  waters  in  the  belly : 
but  it  would  sonad  vary  itruge  in  onr  mts  to  talk  at  a  man's  carrving  a 
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fuuntain  about  with  him  in  hia  belly.  Therefore,  in  the  iaterpretation  of 
figures,  haw  remote  soever  the  nllufion  lies,  we  must  poraoe  it  on  till  we 
find  it  terminate  in  lomething  consistent  with  common  sense,  reuon,  and 
hnmsn  nature. 

Nor  need  we  want  a  clue  to  lead  ns  atnong  the  allaeions  frcquenti}'  drawn 
from  eating,  and  things  relative  thereto,  as  well  in  our  familiar  as  serious 
discoarses :  roothera  say  they  love  their  children  an  well  they  conld  eat 
them ;  mischief  is  said  to  be  nuts  to  some  folks ;  we  talk  of  a  thirst  of 
knowledge,  a  glutton  of  books,  cremmiDg  down  divinity,  of  digesting  what 
we  read,  of  a  meagre  and  starveling  atyle,  of  crudities  in  expressions ;  of  the 
marrow,  nerves,  and  sinews,  to  which  Tully  adds,  the  blood  and  complexion 
of  ft  discourse,  of  feeding  the  thoughts  on  a  subject,  feasting  them  on  a 
pleasnrable  reflection,  receiving  the  cordial  of  comfort,  imbibing  opinions, 
swallowing  the  tenets  of  a  party  or  particular  person ;  and  many  more  figures 
of  the  like  sort,  taken  from  the  same  Amd.  Now  it  is  not  unlikely,  the 
Jews  might  carry  their  allusion  a  little  further  remote,  and  where  we  diould 
express  ourselves  by  swallowing  the  doctrines,  they  might  talk  of  eating 
the  man  himself. 

And  that  the  deglutition  was  of  this  sort  appears  manifest,  because  omr 
church,  and  I  believe  all  churches,  hold  that  Christ  is  eaten  effectually, 
BO  as  to  prove  nourishment,  by  none  but  the  faithful ;  but  the  faith  here 
spoken  c^,  operates  only  during  the  celebration,  therefore  the  nourishment 
we  receive  is  taken  in  tlien,  not  after  the  elements  are  dovm  in  our  sto* 
machs.  Yet  oar  Church,  although  disavowing  the  corporal,  maintains  the 
real  presence  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ ;  which  are  verily  and  indeed 
taken  and  received  by  the  faithful  in  the  Lord's  Supper.  Which  restriction 
to  the  faithful  shows  what  kind  of  body  is  really  jH-esent ;  namely,  that 
which  is  discernible  only  by  the  eye  of  bith,  not  by  any  of  the  bodily  senses : 
for  whatever  body  and  blood,  and  whatever  supernatural  virtue  ornutritii'e 
faculty,  the  priest  has  infused  into  the  bread,  are  verily  and  indeed  taken 
and  received  by  the  nn&ithful.  So  that  the  real  presence  here  ia  the  same 
with  that  of  God  in  places  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  hia 
name :  if  there  be  a  man  among  them  who  did  not  gather  in  his  name, 
who  looks  upon  the  Church  services  as  an  idle,  indgnificant  parade,  but 
must  come  to  qualify  himself  for  a  place  upon  the  test  act ;  to  hira  God  is 
no  more  present  at  the  communion-table,  than  the  gaming-table,  notwith- 
standing that  he  remarks,  and  will  In  proper  time  mtnember,  his  behaviour 
at  both  places. 

It  was  necessary  to  be  express  concerning  the  real  preeenre,  because  else 
a  handle  might  have  been  taken  for  apprehending  the  ceremony  a  mere 
form,  which  might  be  complied  with  or  let  alone,  an  imaginary  tranraction 
without  any  real  effect.  And  the  verily  and  indeed  taking  of  what  before 
was  called  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace,  must  denote  Aat  the  devout  com- 
municant does  actually  receive  the  ben^te  understood  in  the  Gospel  by 
the  figure  of  eating  the  flesh,  and  drinking  the  blood  of  Christ ;  that  is,  the 
confirming  our  trust  and  faith  in  his  name,  the  quidcening  our  remembrance 
of  all  he  has  done  and  snflered  for  us ;  which  will  naturally  hdp  to  strengthen 
our  disposition  to  virtnout  and  good  actions,  refresh  our  languid  faopea  in 
the  administration  of  Providence,  and  rekindle  our  cooling  Charity  towards 
our  fellow-creatures. 

7.  If  we  consider  what  it  is  the  Church  requires  of  them  who  come  to 
the  Lord's  Supper,  we  shall  find  it  to  be  nothing  more  than  to  examine 
themselves,  whether  they  already  poitess  in  some  meamre  the  very  thiaga 
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tLej  expect  to  receive  more  completaly  l^  coaung  thitber:  >o  that  the  ca- 
ered  rite  infiue*  no  new  greoe  or  virtue  mto  na.  hot  pve*  im  a  powof nl  lift 
in  the  progress  we  had  began  before,  'jnterefore  tke  right  preparatiMi  for 
this  Sacrament  ia  mnd;  by  calling  orw  in  eur  aeriouo  thot^hta  whateror 
diqwaitiona  of  mind,  and  Goimes  of  practice,  may  prove  Koit  ben^oial  to 
our  apiritoal  tatereet,  md  tamniomng  np  a  hearty  resolution  to  punoe 
them :  we  shall  be  able  to  do  this  very  iii^>erfectly.  bat  if  we  exert  our  en- 
deavours, not  in  a  fright  and  a  flurry,  but  with  a  calm,  steady  detenninadou, 
we  aball  find  oDrsekes  strongly  aeaiited  diernn  by  the  viaible  signs  and 
I^edges  ordained  by  Christ  hinuelf,  and  so  far  as  r^rescntatioa  can  go, 
ddivwed  by  <%rirt  himself  to  ns  in  our  persons. 

One  of  the  reqwsites  mentioned  being  repentmce  of  former  siiu,  tome 
good  women  bold  it  necessary  to  afflict  and  hnmble  themselvea  for  a  week 
beforehand  by  way  of  pr^Nvation  :  t  have  shown  in  the  last  Ch^)ter,  that 
humiliation  and  a  thoroogh  Bcratiny  into  oar  foilinga  may  be  performed 
without  making  it  a  mdancboly  taak.  It  is  like  the  work  of  a  country,  upon 
whom  some  ci^mity  has  befallen,  preparing  a  list  of  their  distresses  to  lay 
before  the  prince  foe  rdief;  which  I  soppoee  they  would  go  abont  with 
alacrity,  and  yet  with  exactness.  However,  if  any  have  such  a  coustitDtion 
of  mind,  as  that  they  cannot  bring  themselves  to  hearty  repentance  without 
a  great  deal  of  sighing  and  groaning,  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  it :  only 
let  them  throw  aside  th«r  sorrows  whea  they  approach  the  sacred  table,  for 
Ihey  we  to  bring  thither  a  lively  sense  of  God's  mercies,  with  a  thankful  re- 
membrance of  th^  Redemption ;  but  the  voice  of  thanksgiving  is  the  voice 
of  joy,  and  melancholy  is  utterly  incon:q)atible  with  tiveliness.  We  are  told, 
indeed,  that  upoa  some  occasions  the  most  acceptable  prayer  is,  God  be 
merdful  to  me  a  sinner,  which  carries  an  air  of  dejection  and  distress ;  but 
for  a  Enebarist,  which  by  the  very  name  requires  a  cheerM  and  hopefnl 
^irit,  it  will  be  a  more  suitable  qacnlation  to  say,  AMuredly,  O  God,  thou 
wih  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner. 

There  are  those  of  scrapaloos  censciences,  who  teniiy  themsdves  straogdy 
at  the  danger  of  veeeiring  anworthily,  warned  agunst  in  the  eleventh  of  the 
first  £^tle  to  the  Corinthians.  1  would  recommend  to  such,  to  read  over 
Mr.  Locke's  pwaphraa»  and  notes  upon  that  passage  :  wheie  they  will  SdcI 
it  relates  whoUy  to  a  perverse  custom,  crept  in  amongst  the  Corinthians, 
wt  each  man  bringing  hb  own  dmner  with  him  ta  Chort^  :  the  rich  gor- 
mandized upon  their  dainties  wiAont  sufiering  the  poor  toads,  who  had 
Bodiiog  to  bring  bat  a  few  crumbs  of  bread  and  cheese,  to  partake  with  Atem. 
But  tiiere  being  no  each  onstom  thought  of  now,  we  cannot  run  a  hazard 
of  the  judgments  there  denounced  by  St.  Paul. 

And  the  raanner  wherein  he  Erected,  and  tius  sacrament  is  constantly 
administered  amon|^ns,  may  convinee  us  of  the  intrinsic  equality  among 
raaakind :  for  bread  from  the  same  loaf  and  wine  from  the  same  cup  are 
distribBted,  the  sune  spiritual  nourishment  afforded,  the  same  signs  aud 
pledges  of  love  delivered  in  representation  by  Christ  hisuelf,  to  all,  without 
distioction  d  noble  and  honouiable,  rich  and  mighty,  learned  and  sagoeions, 
reverend  and  sectdar ;  but  the  poor,  the  simple,  and  the  ignorant,  are  ad- 
mitted to  the  same  mess  at  the  Lord's  table,  th*  same  hopea  and  the  tame 
promises :  so  that  thon^  onr  oouditions  in  this  life  u%  very  various  in  all 
respects,  yet  the  spirits  of  men  are  by  nature  homogeneous  and  similar, 
without -either  difference  than  what  they  make  themselves  bytbeir  respective 
manner  of  conduct. 
L  But  the  expression  which  gives  the  greatest  distttrbance  is  that  (tf  noi 
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diMcming  the  Lord's  body,  which  though  Mr.  Lodce  htM  •boim  o^Jit  (o 
hkTe  been  traiwUted  in  anotber  maiiQer,  uid  ao  this  text  bu  no  («Ution  ta 
the  nuttrr  cauaing  thii  diaturbtuice,  yet  it  is  «pp«reDt  from  the  nKtun  of  the 
thing,  u  explaioed  above,  that  such  diacemmeot  ta  the  act  whereby  tht 
body  and  blood  of  Chriit  are  verily  and  indeed  taken  and  received .-  Aere- 
fore  more  or  leM  ipiritual  nonriahnent  is  taken  in,  and  the  Sacrament  more 
r  lew  w(»thily  received,  io  proportion  to  the  strength  or  &intoeae  of  (be 


Yet  the  damage  ta  barely  n^ative,  the  noD-diacerament,  if  oinng  to- 
inability,  being  not  a  wiokedoeta  committed,  bat  only  a  loss  of  advantage 
that  might  have  accrued  :  no  that  if  any  with  all  their  efforts  cannot  raiae  sot 
full  a  diacemment  as  they  wish,  or  sb  otliera  do,  or  m  tbcy  have  d<»e 
themadvea  at  otber  timea,  they  need  not  affright  themselves  upon  that  «c< 
count ;  for  ihuuld  they  not  discern  at  all,  tfaey  woold  not  be  the  worse,  bat 
only  uerer  the  better  than  if  they  had  forborne  to  communicate.  Never- 
thelesa,  it  is  dangerous  thus  to  receive  unworthily,  or  approach  when  under 
an  atter  indiBpoeition  of  mind  to  discern  the  Lord'a  body  i  lest  it  should 
grow  into  a  habit,  whereby  they  will  be  utterly  debarred  the  benefits  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed  by  this  sacred  rite. 


CHAP.    XXIV. 

DISCIPLINE. 


MATraas  of  Kacipline  belong  to  Ecclesiastical  polity,  a  different  science 
from  those  ot  Rehgion  or  Philosophy,  as  respecting  rather  the  outward  forme 
and  mlea  of  behavioor  in  society,  than  the  inward  sentiments  or  manners : 
it  takes  in  the  conaidemtion  of  what  ia  practicable  and  suitable  togctiier 
with  what  is  right  in  theory,  and  builds  as  murh  upon  knowledge  of  the 
woild,  as  npon  that  nature  of  things  which  is  the  object  of  contemplation 
in  the  elect.  Yet  reason  npon  observation  of  that  nature  of  things  may 
discern,  that  some  mle  snd  diacipline  in  religious  matters  is  necessary  for 
order  and  convenience  sake ;  for  a  certain  portion  of  our  time  having  been 
appointed  to  be  kept  holy  by  divine  commend,  sacred  rites  having  been  or- 
dained by  Christ  himself,  pubhc  assemblies,  {daces  of  worship,  proviaious  to 
be  made  therein,  persona  to  officiate  thereat,  having  in  the  foregoing  Cl»p- 
ters  been  shown  inatrumental  to  the  aubstantials  of  Kehgjen ;  all  theM  thing* 
could  not  be  commodionsly  aupphed  withoiU  established  regnlatioos  prevails 
ing  among  a  religious  community. 

It  may  be  fancied,  the  people  might  fall  into  such  regnlsttoos  of  tbou- 
Beh>e>  npon  view  of  their  expedience,  without  aid  of  authority  to  interfere : 
which  in  this  case  being  human  authority,  will  always  be  Uable  to  error,  and 
in  &ct  has  proved  more  mischievooa  than  serviceable  to  Religion  in  formesr 
times.  I  shall  not  deny  that  grievoos  and  crying  abuaes  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  so  there  have  in  seodar  government  under  all  its  forms,  whether 
democrvtical,  oligardiic,  or  monarchical;  but  will  any  man  therefore  wiah 
to  live  in  anarchy,  among  a  people  who  had  none  other  guide  than  their  own 
discernment  of  what  measures  were  requisite  for  theii  general  security  and 
well-being? 

A  few  friends  of  reasonable  tempera  and  simitar  diaracters  migkt  livt 
together  well  enough,  without  otlwr  law  than  their  own  diaoretioii :  for 
tb^  would  agree  in  the  same  judgment  upop  mo«t  occasions,  and  irbme 
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they  m  not,  woold'  quicUy  be  brongbt  otw  into  otw  aaotberV  Mntimeiite. 
So  t  young  tect  in  its  b^nuiog  may  saburt  and  grow,  without  aid  of  au- 
thority.: for  bdog  few  in  mimber,  they  wil)  be  friesda  to  one  aootber,  will 
■11  hare  the  same  B<^eme  at  heart,  which  (Mnaiats  of  two  or  three  partiou^ 
Ian  whereon  they  perpetooUy  confer,  with  a  real  denre  of  matual  agree- 
ment in  their  common  support.  And  yet,  though  1  have  admitted  tblg  poa- 
Bible  in  theory,  1  Bbonld  be  pnsiled  to  produce  an  instanoe  of  it  m  fact :  for 
there  has  alwaye  been  some  particii]>U'  person  of  high  repute  among  bis  bre- 
thren for  extraordinary  ranctity  and  knowledge  in  spiritual  matters,  whose 
decieton  is  sacred,  and  whose  word  is  It  law  to  all  the  rest.  Our  modern 
innoTat4H«  exhibit  strong  sperimens  of  the  force  of  sncb  a  prepossession, 
upon  which  they  wholly  depend  for  cemeating  th«ir  flock  together :  for  they 
pronounce  upon  evnyttiing  with  the  pereroptorineaB  of  an  absolute  montroli ; 
and  I  bare  been  informed  that  one  of  them  in  particular,  if  anybody  scru- 
ples tlomg  M  he  bids,  never  stands  to  reason  the  case,  but  tells  him  with  a 
ctmfldeat  ah*.  Von  will  be  damned  if  you  do  not.  This  was  all  the  Pope 
ever  bad  to  nay :  yet  we  know  too  well  what  a  loighty  inflaenoe  this  litUe 
terrifying  word  gave  him  ov«r  kings,  and  states,  and  idl  tempond  oflain. 

But  whatever  may  be  done  among  a  sooiety  of  friends  or  in  the  infancy 
(rf  a  syston,  when  it  once  in  spread  among  moltitades,  or  become  national, 
there  most  be  some  public  r^^ations  for  keeping  things  from  running  into 
disorder  :  tor  the  membera  being  numerous,  atrangera  ta  one  another,  dis> 
pened  in  different  places,  of  difieroit  humours  and  turns  of  thought,  there 
would  be  a  thousand  variou  mode*  of  discipline  among  tbcm  :  which  being 
sddom  distingutahabke  from  essentials  by  the  generality,  they  would  become 
a  disjointed  body,  perpetoally  at  variance,  or  at  kaat  incapable  of  that  be- 
nefit  they  might  receive  from  their  mutual  intereoorse.  Besides  that  pro- 
vision  IB  to  be  mode  not  only  for  ctHiveAience  of  suoh  as  are  well  dieptwed, 
bat  likewise  for  instructing  the  ignoraot,  for  ^igaging  the  thoughtless,  for 
preventing  those  who  will  do  no  good  fhMn  doing  hurt,  and  restraining  the 
lioentlmis  within  some  bounds  of  decency. 

For  when  we  reflect  on  the  force  of  appearunce  and  sympathy,  we  must 
acknowledge  that  every  man's  outward  behaviour  may  be  of  consequence  to 
othen,  where  it  is  of  none  to  himself :  and  though  hypocrisy  may  prove  as 
pemidoos  to  the  owner  as  blasphemy,  yet  it  is  much  more  innocent  to  the 
pnbtic.  nierefore  we  see  that  in  aU  countries  upon  eartli  that  have  any 
Religion  among  them,  there  is  some  established  discipline ;  and  though  the 
wisest  and  most  rationally  religioDS  of  them  tolerate  otlwr  forms  than  their 
own,  they  have  their  institntions  and  usage*  for  the  geneiality,  and  for 
such  as  tMve  none  but  opinions  and  but  little  thought'  of  their  own.  And 
even  the  tolerated  systems  of  any  ocuisiderable  currenoy,  though  not  sup- 
ported by  law,  have  their  forms,  their  customs,  and  their  discqilme  enforced 
l^  the  authority  of  some  kind  of  ooneistories  among  them. 

In  mnlfiT^g  provision  for  the  purpoees  above  mentioned,  regard  mnst  be 
had  to  the  temper  and  chanrter  of  the  people,  to  their  former  persuasions 
and  cnstoiDs,  to  the  civil  constitutions  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  sentiments 
of  Harbouring  nations,  that  as  little  peculiarity  and  oppoaition  may  ap- 
pear, u  posuble.  All  which  being  out  of  my  aj^tere,  it  would  not  become 
me  to  i»ow>ance  upon  the  perfection  of  any  ritual  -.  therefore  shall  presume 
of  onr  ecclsBastical  polity,  as  ought  to  be  preaomed  <rf  our  civil,  and  indeed 
of  every  private  man's  bdiaviour,  that  it  is  right  until  apparent  reasons  oc- 
cur to  the  contrary,  and  until  standing  in  a  Mtuation  to  have  full  cogni- 
zance of  the  cause  with  all  iu  circumatances  and  dependences.    Ther^ore 
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I  ahall  only  make  observation  upon  one  or  two  particvkn,  in  b^Ki  to  ex- 
plain their  om  and  tendency  to  rach  as  may  have  miMpprebended  them. 

3.  When  I  waa  at  the  Univermty  I  remember  to  have  heard  the  yoim^ 
fellowB,  intending  for  holy  orders,  descant  apon  the  call  they  mtut  profeaa 
themaelves  to  have,  before  they  could  obtain  ordination.  They  seemed  in 
genend  to  look  upon  it  as  a  remnant  of  the  Romish  superstition,  and  that 
our  first  Reformers  understood  by  it  a  secret  intimation  or  impulse  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  urging  them  to  the  sacred  function.  Those  of  a  more  serious 
torn,  yet  too  rational  to  pretend  to  metbodistical  experiences,  wished  they 
conld  be  excused  the  qaestion,  as  knowing  of  no  such  impulse  they  e^'er 
had,  which  might  entitle  them  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  Others  regard- 
ing  it  as  an  antiquated  form,  which  had  no  real  meaning,  but  to  which 
for  decency's  sake  they  must  give  some  meaning,  thonght  a  nominal  ap- 
pointment to  some  paltry  curacy  or  chaplainship  a  sufficient  call  within  the 
words  of  the  institutiun.  And  thus  it  ever  happens,  that  when  things 
are  not  presently  comprehended,  there  arises  an  idea  of  sometlung  super- 
natural ;  but  there  are  so  many  unacconntable  things  in  the  operations  of 
Nature,  in  the  workings  of  chance,  so  many  mysteries  in  all  arts  and  aciences,* 
as  one  would  think  might  cure  us  of  the  humour  of  making  Mysterious  a 
■ynonymooa  term  with  Miraculous. 

I  have  laid  down  in  the  first  section  of  the  Chapter  on  the  Trinity,  though 
without  any  thought  of  having  a  use  for  the  observation  here,  that  the  de- 
livery of  the  talent  is  the  proper  call  to  whatever  work  may  be  completed 
thereby  :  for  God  calls  us  by  the  voice  of  nature,  by  the  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances wherein  his  Providence  has  placed  us.  He  has  made  na  socia- 
ble creatures,  capable  of  giving  help,  or  doing  damage  to  one  another ;  by 
this  he  calls  upon  as  to  contribute  our  part  towards  every  general  interest 
wherein  we  can  be  serricealile.  He  has  likewise  distribated  to  us  variooa 
talents,  terapemmcnts,  externals,  and  opportunities :  by  which  he  calls  to 
that  particular  scheme  of  life  for  which  they  are  the  most  suitable,  and 
which  will  be  most  beneficial  to  ourselves,  and  others  with  whom  we  hav* 
connection.  And  that  I  am  not  singular  in  this  constmction,  appears  from 
the  appellation  given  to  all  common  trades  and  professions,  which  are  termed 
lawful  callings,  that  is,  employments  whereto  each  particular  man  is  called 
by  the  courses  of  nature  and  fortune,  those  two  ministers  of  Providence, 
for  making  his  own  life  easy,  and  supplying  conveniences  for  the  public. 

This  last  effect  is  not  had  in  contemplation  by  persons  entering  into 
common  occupations ;  the  shoe-maker  follows  his  calling  to  get  a  livelihood 
thereby,  and  has  no  further  thought  of  obliging  his  customers  than  that  it 
may  bring  them  to  bis  shop  again ;  so  the  benefit  aocming  to  the  public 
from  his  labours  is  purely  accidental  with  respect  to  him.  But  the  Church, 
I  presume,  judged  it  requisite,  that  those  wlio  undertake  the  profession  of 
instructing  others  in  the  relation  they  stand  in  to  their  Maker,  and  their 
obligation  to  pursue  a  general  interest,  should  first  be  sensible  of  the  like 
themselves :  and  should  look  upon  their  profession,  not  solely  as  a  liveli- 
hood or  temporal  advancement,  but  likewise  in  the  light  of  a  calling,  as  the 
course  of  life  wherein  they  can  most  effectually  perform  the  Will  of  God  by 
being  most  serviceable  to  their  fellow -creatures,  and  beet  contributiiig  their 
part  towards  the  general  interest. 

Therefore  I  cannot  think  this  demand  of  a  call  an  insignificant  or  uaeless 
ceremony,  as  it  would  be  to  a  shoe-maker  before  he  were  permitted  to  set 
up  his  trade.  For  the  shoe>maker,  if  he  have  a  due  regard  to  hia  private 
interest,  will  upon  that  motive  make  the  strongest  and  neatest  shoes  in  his 
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tktD  and  power ;  nor  could  he  du  better  if  he  had  the  pnblic 
tion  ever  so  itrongly  at  heart.  But  the  office  of  a  clergyman  may  be  per- 
fonned  in  very  different  manners ;  either  perfanctorily,  as  a  task  necessary 
for  entitling  him  to  receive  his  tithes  or  his  stipend,  and  to  esc^ie  the  oeD< 
sure  of  the  world,  or  carefully  and  conacieDtioDaly,  as  a  trnst  reposed  in 
him  hy  God,  for  the  maintenance  of  Religion  end  benefit  of  the  floclc  com' 
mitted  to  his  care :  which  last  manner  he  will  not  be  likely  to  pursue,  with- 
ont  a  full  sense  of  its  being  a  calling  la  the  construction  offered  above. 

Upon  this  view  of  the  matter  I  may  be  allowed  to  suppose  the  Church 
expects  that  a  young  man,  before  he  determines  upon  the  ministry,  should 
make  a  serious  and  thoroegh  examination  of  his  talents,  bis  edncation,  his 
taste  and  disposition  of  mind,  and  his  sitoation  in  life :  and  thereupon 
should  stand  persuaded,  that  he  is  called  to  this  function  hy  God,  not  Jn 
hit  third  Person  of  Dispenser  of  Grace  and  Giver  of  superDatural  asaist- 
ance,  but  in  his  Person  of  Father,  the  Author  of  Natare,  Ordainer  of  Pro- 
vidence and  Disposer  of  all  events ;  as  being  the  way  wherein  he  is  likely 
to  serve  God  and  mankind  to  best  purpose.  I  should  imagine  any  man 
might  go  through  this  scrutiny,  so  as  to  satisfy  himself  whether  he  has  snch 
call,  or  no ;  and  if  upon  the  result  he  sincerely  thinks  he  has,  may  rationally 
and  honestly  answer  to  the  question  proposed. 

Afl  for  the  appointment  of  some  certain  duty,  there  may  be  other  good 
reasons  for  requiring  it,  but  I  apprehend  it  not,  at  all  necessary  to  warrant 
bis  profession  of  having  a  call.  For  as  the  shoe-maker,  when  out  of  hi* 
apprenticeship,  and  expert  in  the  trade,  may  set  up  his  lawAil  calling 
though  he  has  not  a  single  pair  of  shoes  bespoken  of  him  ;  because  he  may 
provide  all  his  implements  and  materials  to  supply  any  who  shall  be  willing' 
to  set  him  at  work,  and  may  prepare  shoes  to  lie  ready  made  for  sucli  cus- 
tomers as  are  nice  in  their  measure  :  so  I  apprehend  the  yonng  divine  may 
be  said  in  part  to  answer  his  call,  by  putting  himself  in  a  readiness  to  enter 
directly  upon  any  work  tliat  may  offer ;  and  as  expertness  comes  by  prac- 
tice, he  may  better  qualify  himself  to  act  as  a  master,  by  doing  journey- 
work  in  the  interim. 

Bat  there  is  a  scmple  apt  to  start  up  in  some  serious  minds  from  a  secret 
Tanity,  which  will  insinuate  itself  into  every  man,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
in  spite  of  his  utmost  endeavours  to  keep  it  out.  We  all  &ncy  ourselves  of 
prodigious  importance ;  if  we  have  a  notion  of  doing  service  to  the  public. 
It  must  needs  be  of  great'service  or  it  is  nothing ;  hence  some  well-dupoeed 
persons  being  conscious  they  are  not  qualified  to  convert  infidels,  to  ^ence 
gainsayers,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  to  soften  the  reprobate,  are  donbtfdl 
whether  tliey  have  a  call.  But  all  are  not  to  be  Apostles,  nor  Tillotsons, 
nor  Barrows.  The  Church  militant,  as  well  as  the  army,  requires  officer* 
of  all  ranks;  without  snhaltems  more  numerous  than  the  field  officer*, 
neither  can  he  complete :  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other  professions,  every  man 
does  well,  who  does  his  best,  be  it  ever  so  little.  Without  this  considera- 
tion I  could  have  no  encouragement  to  go  on  with  my  Chapters,  as  expect- 
ing no  mighty  matters  from  them  :  but  if  1,  circorostanced  in  all  respects 
as  I  am,  could  not  have  employed  my  time  better  any  other  way,  I  am  jus- 
tified ;  and  SO  is  every  roan  who  bestows  his  pains  in  any  work  upon  a  con- 
siderate opinion,  that  he  could  not  have  bestowed  them  to  a  greater  ad- 
vantage elsewhere. 

Therefore  I  conceive'tbe  call  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  the  absolute  quan- 
tity of  good  to  be  done  by  a  particular  person  in  the  ministry,  but  in  the 
greater  comparative  good  he  may  hope  to  do,  all  circnmstancea  considered. 
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in  that  pmfcteion,  than  any  he  could  turn  bimMlf  to  beside :  and  if-  be  have 
a  reaaonable  prospect  of  anch  graater  ^ood,  he  ia  justified  ia  aseenting  to 
the  interrogatory.  If  there  be  any  among  the  Clergy  who  might  have 
aeiTed  their  country  better  as  intrigaing  ttateamen,  compliant  courtiers, 
intrepid  aoldien,  busy  tiadcra,  ingenious  artificers,  disputatious  lawyers,  or 
sturdy  ploogbmen,  1  leave  them  to  their  own  consdencee,  having  nothing 
to  Boggeit  for  assisting  them  in  their  justification.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
not  so  merely  speculative  as  to  insist  that  no  temporal  coosiderations 
nor  direction  of  parents  ought  to  weigh  in  the  scale,  being  sensible  tiiis 
neither  is  practicable,  nor  would  be  convenient  for  the  pablic  service ; 
therefore,  I  said,  all  circumstancu  considered,  for  our  situation  in  life,  and 
the  authority  of  superiors  are  of  the  provision  of  Heaven,  and  consequently 
deserve  to  be  taken  into  account  as  parts  of  the  call,  which  ought  all  to  be 
r^arded  as  tbey  may  explain  and  qualify  one  another.  But  if  all  thinga  have 
not  been  duly  weighed,  or  if  upon  the  result  it  itiU  remains  visible,  (bat 
better  service  might  be  done  in  some  other  course  of  life,  it  seems  a  direct 
prevarication  to  pretend  a  call. 

8.  Another  aoanx  of  debate  sprung  from  tbe  words  Receive  the  Holy 
Ghost,  which  were  thought  to  imply  an  actual  delivery  of  something :  &tr 
being  in  the  imperative  mood,  like  the  recipe  of  a  physician,  and  accom* 
ponied  with  a  solemn  act,  they  seemed  to  express  a  direction  to  the  party 
to  take  what  was  administered  to  him  by  such  act,  and  to  carry  the  idea  of 
a  certain  efficacy  transpiring  &om  the  fingers  of  the  Bishop  upon  imposi- 
tion of  hands,  which  might  invigorate  the  faculties,  and  infiise  powers 
wanting  before.  But  there  are  innnmerable  insunces  in  discourses  of  all 
kinds,  where  the  imperative  mood  is  used  without  any  such  meaning. 
When  St.  Foul  b^an  his  epistles,  or  a  preacher  concludes  his  sermon,  with 
saying.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  among  you  all;  when  we 
say,  God  grant  or  God  send ;  when  on  parting  company  we  bid  one  another 
Good  by,  which  is  an  abbreviation  of  God  be  with  you,  we  have  no  thought 
of  anything  delivered,  or  of  giving  directions  to  receive  it :  it  is  no  more 
than  a  petition  or  cordial  wish,  that  the  thing  may  bbppen  as  we  express. 
So  the  expression  may  be  underatood  as  if  it  had  run.  May  you  receive  that 
aaaistooce  of  the  Holy  Spirit  without  which  no  good  thing,  more  especially 
not  this  sacred  office,  can  be  performed  effectually. 

But  the  words  being  construed  as  a  prayer  or  wish,  dues  not  make  itne- 
ceaeary  they  must  have  no  real  effect  beside:  for  the  whole  solemnity  of 
whidi  this  formula  ia  a  part,  may  still  operate  as  a  natural  means  of  what 
Is  btre  called  tbe  Holy  Ghost,  by  a  very  nseful  metonyme  of  the  cause  for 
the  effect.  We  have  seen  in  the  lost  two  charters,  that  forms,  ceremonies, 
and  aenaibte  objects  have  an  efficacy  to  strike  impreasions  upon  the  mind, 
and  produce  there  that  dispowtion  and  vigour  of  sentiment  which  in  reli- 
gious matters  is  termed  Grace.  In  the  commerce  of  the  world,  when  a  man 
enters  upon  a  new  course  of  life,  he  considers  himself  in  a  new  character, 
assumes  different  sentiments  and  forms,  a  new  plan  of  conduct  suitable 
thereto :  tbe  change  of  character  must  he  completed  by  degrees,  but  if  there 
be  some  solemn  act  or  ceremony  accompanying,  it  will  at  once  give  a  strong 
turn  to  his  thoughts,  and  serve  as  the  leuding  idea  of  an  association  conti- 
nually introducing  the  others,  connected  in  train  therewith,  to  his  remem- 
brance. For  this  reason  the  entrance  upon  most  offices  is  opened  with  a 
formal  inVeatitnre,  from  the  crowning  of  the  king  down  to  tbe  delivery  of 
the  staff  to  a  constable :  which  tboiq^  intended  likewise  as  a  notification 
to  the  public,  of  the  quality  and  authority  of  the  person,  yet  by  that  very 
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i»muii*Uooe  will  have  an  mdditional  oficct  upon  him.  when  be  reflects  in 
wbit  light  he  will  be  considered  by  others. 

In  like  manner  I  apprehend  the  solemnity  of  investiture  in  the  sacred 
ftmctitH)  of  one  who  oonuders  it  u  the  work  whereto  he  is  called  of  God  in 
the  Mnse  s  little  before  explained,  and  reflects  that  from  theocefcn^ard  he 
will  be  regarded  in  a  new  character  by  the  world,  may  produce  in  him  a 
considerable  Metanoia,  a  new  torn  of  mind,  a  change  of  sentiments,  aioMi 
and  schemes,  with  a  calm  and  steady,  but  strong  determination  to  conform 
bis  whole  future  conduct  thereto :  and  thus,  without  magic  or  miracle,  but 
by  natural  means,  may  actually  convey  what  is  figurativdy  called  the  Holf 
Ghost,  because,  without  his  secret  conciin-enoe,  the  conveyance  will  not  he 
complete,  nor  the  effect  of  it  durable.  But  the  word  receive  implies  some* 
thing  to  be  done  by  the  recipient :  from  whence  may  be  gathered,  that  as 
the  body  and  blood  in  the  Sacrament  are  not  verily  and  indeed  taken  by 
the  miworthy  communicant,  so  neither  is  the  Holy  Spirit  received  by  him 
who  undergoes  the  ceremony  only  as  a  mere  form  necessary  to  come  at  the 
income  of  a  living. 

4.  There  are  some  people  disturbed  at  the  dignities  and  revenues  esta- 
blished in  the  Church  :  if  they  have  so  contemptible  an  opinion  of  religion 
as  to  wish  it  were  utterly  lost  out  of  the  world,  there  is  good  grunnd  for  their 
distorbauce.  But  I  will  not  suppose  this  of  tbem,  and  as  those  who  com- 
plain loudest  are  snch  as  wovld  be  tbonght  very  rational  men,  they  will 
hardly  expect  the  world  should  be  well  instmcted  by  means  of  extraordi- 
nary illnminations,  and  supMnatural  impulse  imparted  to  private  persons, 
qaalilyiog  them  instantaneously  for  the  office  :  or  if  the  thing  were  doubt- 
^1  in  speculation,  experience  testifies  what  wild  work  has  been  made  by 
persons  nndertaking  it  upon  those  pretences.  For  it  is  well  known  the 
doctrines  of  religion  may  be  grossly  misunderstood  and  perverted  to  very 
misduevons  purposes,  as  well  through  mere  ignorance,  indiscretion,  or  haa- 
tineas  of  zeal,  as  by  design.  Therefore  the  due  management  of  it  must  be 
allowed  to  be  a  science  as  difficult  to  be  learned  as  any  that  are  current  in 
the  world,  as  well  deserving  to  be  made  the  profession  of  a  man's  life,  and 
to  have  a  particular  edac«tion  snited  thereto. 

If  we  do  not  think  a  cranmon  artificer  well  qualified  for  bis  business  with- 
out havmg  served  an  apprenticeship,  sorely  this,  which  is  a  more  dangerona 
edge  tool  than  the  saw  and  the  hatchet,  requires  an  early  preparation  to 
handle  it  skilfully.  Now  if  we  consider  how  early  the  preparation  most  be 
begun,  and  the  determination  made,  between  an  equipment  for  the  shop  or  the 
pulpit,  we  shall  quickly  find  it  necessary  that  some  temporal  encooragemeDt 
should  be  cast  into  the  scale.  It  is  a  great  thbg,  too  great  to  be  compassed, 
for  a  man  mature  in  years,  e^terience,  and  judgment,  to  act  invariaUy  with 
a  cheerful  industry  upon  the  sole  motive  of  doing  service  to  his  fellow- 
orcatnres  without  aid  of  private  intwesl ;  for  we  are  but  sensitivo-rational 
animals,  incapable  of  attaining  the  Stoical  love  of  rectitude  for  its  own  sake  -, 
to  require  it  of  na  would  be  expecting  to  find  us  angels  instead  of  men ;  thc' 
high^  use  we  can  make  of  our  understanding  is  to  restrain  the  exorbitance* 
of  our  desires,  and  choose  sndt  among  ^lem  as  may  serve  to  spur  us  on  in 
the  proeecutitm  of  onr  rational  designs. 

But  nothing  of  this  is  to  be  looked  for  in  a  boy  who  is  to  go  to  acbool 
or  to  an  apprenticeship,  neither  ia  there  one  in  a  thonsand  who  makes  the 
option  for  himself,  being  generally  put  npon  their  line  of  life  by  their  pv" 
rents  or  friends :  and  even  when  a  lad  does  take  a  strong  torn  hunselC  if  the 
truth  were  known,  I  believe  it  would  appear  owing  to  something  constantly 
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diimed  in  hia  cars,  ntther  thsn  hu  own  original  choice.  But  the  ftiendi  and 
parents  have  the  teroporsl  adTBocement  of  their  childreD  in  view,  grandeur 
and  riches  are  their  indtemeDts  ;  thej  consider  life  as  a  lottery,  and  wonld 
not  venture  their  child  in  a  class  where  there  were  no  great  prizes,  for 
thote  are  the  necessary  larei  to  draw  in  adventurers :  if  they  propooe  an 
apprenticeship,  it  is  a  step  into  my  Lord  Mayor's  coach ;  if  the  law,  ther 
have  in  view  the  ^eat  pnrse  and  the  seals ;  if  divinity,  they  think  of  th« 
lawn  sleeve*  and  the  lordship. 

It  hecomes  not  me  tn  prononnce  upon  the  honours  and  possessions  <tf  the 
Chnrcb,  whether  they  he  more  ample  than  necessary,  whether  properiydis- 
trihuted  in  proportion  to  the  dnties  annezed,  or  whether  rightly  contered 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  their  institution.  Those  are  matters  belong- 
ing to  wiser  heads  and  higher  powers.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that  without 
temporal  encouragements  sufEciently  inviting  to  those  who  have  the  dis- 
posal of  young  people,  labourers  would  be  wanting  in  the  vineyard.  I 
knew  a  very  good  man  a  dissenter,  whose  son  desired  to  be  bred  np  to 
the  ministry;  but  he  wonld  not  let  him,  hecaaee  he  said  there  was  no- 
thing to  he  gotten  in  thrir  way  above  a  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Now  the 
talents  of  the  lad  were  such  as,  I  believe,  would  scarcely  have  raised  him 
to  a  hundred  pounds  a  year,  if  he  had  gone  upon  the  established  line ;  but 
the  father  thought  higher  of  him ;   and  so  1  suppose  do  most  fathers. 

Therefore  if  there  were  not  a  possibility  of  some  considerable  matters, 
few  would  be  put  upon  the  lists  who  were  not  of  such  unpromising  genius, 
as  that  even  the  partiality  of  their  friends  conld  not  judge  them  fit  for 
any  thing  else  ;  or  in  tacb  low  circumstances  as  that  the  bare  exemption 
from  bodily  labonr  would  be  deemed  a  priie.  fiat  if  it  be  thought  that  any 
thing  can  be  taught  to  read  over  a  service  intelligibly,  yet  I  hope  it  will 
he  allowed  that  some  better  qualified  officers  are  requisite  in  the  Church  mi- 
litant :  for  there  are  so  many  attadis  made  against  religion,  so  many  mis- 
apprehensions and  perversions  of  its  doctrines,  so  many  new  vices  and 
fbllias  continually  starting  up,  that  plodding  industry  and  ikiwnright 
probity  alone  caKnot  manage  them  witiiont  acuteneas  and  sagadty  of  paila 
improved  by  a  compass  of  learning.  And  there  is  the  more  need  to  provide 
for  store  of  hopeful  plants,  because  out  of  every  score  of  ingenious  boys  in 
the  mother's  estimation,  it  is  good  luck  if  one  tarns  out  an  ingenions  man 
when  come  abroad  into  the  world. 

Naither  will  acuteneas  of  parts  and  depth  of  learning  answer  the  purpose 
completely  without  aid  of  other  qualifications ;  men  of  a  scholastic  turn  are 
commonly  too  abstruse  and  rigid,  they  cast  religion  into  a  form  which  is  fit 
for  nobody's  wear  but  thor  own :  therefore  it  is  rAjaisite  there  should  be 
some  mingled  among  them,  who  by  a  competent  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
of  the  manners  and  characters  of  mankind,  may  be  able  to  turn  the  labours 
of  the  othoi  to  general  use,  to  render  speculation  prsctical.  and  discern 
what  ia  feasible,  aa  well  as  what  is  desirable.  But  discretion  and  knowledge 
of  the  world  are  not  to  be  learned  at  grammar  school,  nor  at  college; 
they  must  be  gotten  at  home,  if  gotten  at  all,  from  the  parents  or  persons 
widi  whom  they  use  &miliarly  to  converse  :  whence  it  appears  fitting  that 
there  should  be  such  prizes  in  the  lottery,  as  may  look  tempting  in  the  ey«- 
of  tunilies  where  there  are  opportunities  of  atadying  this  science. 

But  lest  I  should  give  offence  by  thus  making  private  interest,  ambition, 
and  vanity,  the  avennes  to  the  sacred  function,  I  shall  observe,  that  this 
cannot  be  thon^it  a  reflection  upon  the  order  in  me,  who  have  been  as  tittle 
complaisant  to  all  orders  whatever  among  men  :  having  laid  down,  that  pri- 
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ytite  Htisfiction  is  the  coiutaDt  spriag  of  ril  our  actioat,  that  every  man's 
own  Gtxid  is  his  proper  DltiinUe  end  of  paranit ;  dedaced  all  the  virtoes,  the 
purest  love,  and  boievolence,  from  selfishness ;  and  grafted  the  scieuce  of 
Uraaian  Venns  apon  ths  wild  stocks  shot  up  spontaneously  in  the  garden  of 
Nature.  For  our  own  desires  are  mostly  of  the  translated  kind,  having  been 
transferred  from  the  end  to  the  means,  which  from  thenceforward  become 
•n  end  or  ultimate  point  of  view  :  aad  a  translated  desire  generally  contains 
a  vigour  and  firmness  proportionable  to  thAt  of  the  original  desire  &om  whence 
it  was  transferred  :  therefore  I  see  nothing  should  hinder  the  desire  of  ad- 
vancement in  the  world  from  serving  for  a  proper  stock  whereon  to  graft  a 
solid  and  gennine  piety. 

The  young  adventurer,  I  suppose,  will  be  exhorted  to  make  himself  mas- 
ter in  his  science  for  ^niog  the  better  credit  and  success  therein :  if  he 
have  any  spirit  and  industry,  be  will  endeavour  to  acquire  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  Religion  he  is  to  teach  to  others ;  and  the  principal  part 
of  what  he  is  to  inculcate  being  a  command  of  the  passions,  a  preference  of 
fntore  happiness  before  present  advantage,  a  glowing  serenity  of  hope  in  the 
divine  Goodness,  a  sincere  attachment  to  the  general  interest,  and  an  un- 
reserved charity  to  all  mankind  ;  to  press  those  things  by  the  most  animat- 
ing topics,  and  enforce  them  by  a  justness  of  reasoning  and  solidity  of  ar- 
gument :  he  cannot  well  avoid  taking  a  tincture  of  them  himself  in  his  pro- 
gress. So  that  by  continual  application  of  his  -thoughts  to  those  trains  he 
may  acquire  as  mudi  indifference  to  worldly  concerns,  as  pure  a  holiness, 
as  strong  a  love  of  rectitude,  as  hearty  judicious  zeal  to  do  good,  as  human 
iiature,  in  this  diseased  state,  and  under  the  circumstances  surrounding  it, 
is  capable  of  attaining.  And  if  the  student  in  divinity  will  ruminate  seri- 
ously upon  what  has  been  suggested  above  in  the  second  section  concerning 
tbe  call  which  is  to  qualify  him  for  admission  into  the  sacred  office,  I  appre- 
hend it  will  oontribute  not  a  little  towards  making  the  scion  take  good  hold 
and  imbibe  the  vigonr  and  succulence  of  the  stock  :  which  being  mellowed 
and  meliorated  in  the  passage,  may  produce  a  plentiful  crop  of  excellent 


GuAT  onteiy  has  been  made  against  imposing  artidea  of  belief  apon 
men's  consciences,  and  invading  their  most  inviolable  aod  unalienable  rights 
by  denying  them  even  the  liberty  of  thought.  One  would  think  the  persons 
who  join  this  clamour  were  foreigners,  who  had  just  gotten  some  history 
three  hundred  years  old,  and  from  thence  taken  their  idea  of  our  constitution 
and  polity  upon  what  they  read  there  of  the  Pupish  tyranny  and  persecu- 
tions. Bot  I  know  of  no  imposition  now  put  upon  the  conscience,  nor  fet- 
ters attempted  to  be  cast  upon  the  liberty  of  thonght.  An  English  gentle- 
man may  believe  the  world  was  made  by  chance,  or  the  moon  nmde  at 
cream  cheese,  if  he  pleases :  no  scrutiay  will  be  taken  into  bis  thoughts  by 
the  Courts  c^  Justice,  nor  if  discovered  will  he  incur  any  corporal  or  pecu- 
niary penalty  thereby,  since  the  writ  de  heretico  cumburendo  has  been 
taken  away.  Very  true,  you  say ;  a  man  may  think  what  be  will,  because 
you  cannot  hinder  him  by  all  the  laws  you  can  contrii'e  ;  but  then  he  must 
keep  his  thoughts  to  himself,  and  this  it  seems  is  a  grievous  bondage :  for. 
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liberty  of  thonght  is  notliing  withont  liberty  of  expreHin^  the  thongbta 
vpon  bU  occasioDB,  and  in  all  companies. 

It  may  seem  suq)riring,  that  in  a  comitry  where  liberty  is  onr  idol,  it 
riunld  be  so  little  understood  ■.  bat  each  man'a  notion  of  liberty  Eeems  to  be 
ao  unbounded  license  for  him  to  do  whatever  he  fanciee,  without  regard  to 
fai*  neighbonra  or  compatriots.  Whereas  liberty  subsists  by  restraint,  there* 
fore  if  unbounded  must  necessarily  destroy  itself ;  for  the  lew,  its  only  safe- 
goard,  operates  no  otherwise  than  by  penalties  restraining  from  the  practicea 
prohibited  thereby.  The  law  can  give  no  liberty  to  any  one  directly,  but  hy 
consequence  of  the  restraintt  it  lays  npon  others-,  for  aatwo  negatives  make 
an  affinnstive,  so  the  restraining  of  him  who  might  use  his  natnral  orcivfl 
power  to  infringe  the  rights  and  liberties  of  his  fellow  subjects,  preeerres 
them  therein.  And  where  they  may  be  invaded  by  an  ezpreBsion  of  the 
thonghts,  it  is  for  the  interests  of  liberty  to  restrain  them  from  being 
vented.  A  man  may  think  another  dishonest,  or  write  down  such  opinion 
in  his  closet  without  offending  the  law  :  for  if  somebody  should  steal  away 
the  paper,  whereby  his  sentiments  might  be  proved  upon  him,  I  apprehend 
no  conviction  could  be  obtained  thereupon.  But  if  he  calls  him  rogue  to  his 
Ace,  by  way  of  abase,  or  behind  his  hack,  to  discredit  him  with  other  peo- 
ple, this  is  an  infringement  of  his  liberty  to  enjoy  the  bene6t  of  a  good 
name,  and  the  tranquillity  uf  his  own  mind :  therefore  the  law  restraioB 
such  practices  out  of  its  regard  to  liberty. 

2.  Nature  pours  oat  her  produce  in  common  among  the  wliole  species : 
she  leaves  every  man  at  liberty  to  gather  the  fruits  of  the  earth  wherever 
he  can  find  them.  This  wilt  appear  manifest  upon  imagining  a  number  of 
persons  not  bound  together  by  any  compact  or  government,  cast  upon  some 
uniuhabited  island :  where  there  would  be  no  prior  claim  of  one  person 
above  another,  but  each  would  be  entitled  to  make  his  uses  of  any  thing  tail- 
ing within  his  reach.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  waste  and  destruction  must 
ensue  upon  the  general  enerrise  of  snch  liberty ;  how  prone  the  stronger 
would  be  to  abridge  the  weaker  in  their  share  of  it,  and  how  many  advan- 
tages and  conveniences  might  be  procured  by  the  proper  limitation  of 
it.  lliese  considerations,  I  apprehend,  are  the  true  foundation  of  order,  re- 
gulation, and  government ;  which  draw  men  out  of  the  state  of  Nature  to 
place  them  in  a  better  state,  wherein  they  may  have  larger  scope  of  liberty 
to  work  out  a  distant  benefit  for  themselves,  without  being  hindered  in  their 
progress  or  defeated  of  their  purpose  by  one  another. 

Thus  there  are  two  kinds  of  liberty :  that  of  Nature,  of  the  savage,  and 
tiie  wild  beasts,  subject  to  no  restriction,  nor  control  of  every  present  fancy 
that  shall  start  up ;  and  that  of  reason  and  prudence,  which  cannot  subsist 
without  some  limitation  upon  the  former,  but  is  much  more  beneficial,  as 
Mcariog  the  profits  of  industry  and  contrivance,  and  extensive  schemes  re- 
quiring time  to  bring  their  fruits  to  maturity.  For  as  the  road  to  pleasure 
lies  sometimes  through  self-denial,  so  a  eeasonable  restraint  is  a  necessary 
avenue  to  a  larger  extent  of  our  powers  and  freedom. 

Now  this  Intter  kind  must  be  had  in  view  by  whoever  sets  up  for  the 
champion  of  liberty,  or  he  betrays  the  cause  he  pretends  to  maintain  ;  for  if 
the  essence  of  lib«ly  be  placed  in  any  thing  prejudicial  to  society,  it  must 
quickly  and  deservedly  fall  into  discredit  among  mankind.  They  may  be 
perhaps  beguiled  for  a  while  with  the  specionsness  of  a  name,  but  when  ex- 
pcricDoe  has  made  them  sensible  of  the  evil  consequences,  it  will  soon  be- 
comt  a  name  of  r«iroach  and  abhorrence,  as  much  as  ever  it  was  esteemed 
■  privilege  and  a  bleseing  before ;  nor  is  there  any  thing  more  daugerons  to 
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religSoui  or  tnvil  rigfatt,  than  b  roittaken  or  oatrageous  Eeal  for  atW.  Even 
liberty  of  coDBcience  reepect«  only  the  free  exercise  of  thoae  we  esteem  reli- 
gioiu  dnties,  bat  does  not  jostify  Jta  in  obstmctiiig  other  penons  ia  tbe  like 
exercise  of  what  are  judged  so  by  them ;  tor  this  would  be  falling  into  the 
common  error  of  placing  onr  own  liberty  in  the  right  of  cramping  that  of 
our  neighbour. 

llierefore  I  can  come  so  near  to  the  exceptionable  passage  in  Tillotson's 
Sermon  upon  Joshua  xxiv.  15,  preached  before  King  Charles  II.  as  to  think 
it  no  breach  of  the  liberty  belonging  to  private  persons  to  overthrow  a  fonn 
of  religion  established.  For  though  there  are  cases  wherein  this  might  law* 
fblly  be  done  without  waiting  for  a  special  commission  from  heaven  authen- 
ticated by  miracles,  yet  those  cases  mnst  be  such  as  ehall  make  the  omiasioQ 
of  it  sinful,  A  man,  to  merit  excuse  for  so  doing,  mnst  beUeve  himself  an- 
thorized  and  enjoined  thereto  by  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel :  so  that  fait  act 
is  matter  of  obligation  and  necessity,  not  of  liberty,  any  more  than  paying 
his  debts,  or  saving  the  life  of  one  whom  he  can  rescue  from  danger.  And 
if  the  punishment  of  him  be  wrong,  it  is  so,  not  as  being  an  infri^ement  of 
his  natnral  rights,  but  as  exacting  obedience  to  the  commands  of  men  pre- 
fmnble  to  those  of  God.  .    . 

Liberty  has  commonly  been  joined  with  property,  as  necessarily  standtng 
or  falling  together ;  but  how  can  a  man  be  said  to  enjoy  his  property,  <x 
the  Uberty  of  making  what  uses  are  to  be  made  of  it,  unless  all  other  per- 
sons be  restr«ined  from  reaping  the  com  he  eows  P  Nor  can  there  be  liberty 
to  pursue  any  plan,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  while  there  is  liberty  left  to 
■11  other*  to  obstmet  its  operations.  And  the  case  ii  the  same  with  reelect 
to  communities,  who  can  no  more  carry  their  salutary  plans  into  execution 
while  liable  tocontinaal  interruption  from  any  quarter,  than  a  private  man 
can  avail  himself  of  his  property.  Therefore  the  law  and  the  magistrate  are 
armed  with  authority  to  restrain  the  wanton  and  the  selfish  from  giving  such 
interniptiaii,  that  so  there  may  be  free  course  for  every  good  provision 
to  take  its  full  effect :  the  preservation  o{  which  free  coarse,  and  conse- 
quently the  maiuteuance  of  a  proper  authority,  is  a  spedes  of  libo^  as 
BBuch  as  any  other  more  commonly  nnderatood  by  the  name. 

Nevertheless  it  must  he  owned,  that  power,  either  through  design  or 
mistake,  is  sometimes  extended  farther  than  necessary  for  the  pnrpoaos 
above  mentioned,  in  which  case  it  becomes  pernicious  to  liberty ;  and  then 
he  that  can.  will  merit  applause,  by  refusing  submisaion  to  it  hims^,  and' 
lessening  its  influence  upon  other  people.  But  all  opposition  upon  any 
other  motive,  and  even  upon  that  motive  if  hastily  taken  np  without  good 
groands  to  support  it,  must  be  pronounced  licentioosness,  refractoriness,  or- 
at  best,  inconsideratenese. 

Every  impediment  thrown  against  the  exennse  of  a  power,  whether  be-- 
longing  to  private  persons  or  communities,  or  rulers  entrusted  by  them  with- 
■Dthonty,  comes  within  the  definition  of  Restraint,  and  the  exemption  from. 
it  within  thatof  Liberty,  bnt  since  the  powers  of  men  frequency  interferev 
their  operations  being  incompatible  with  one  another,  tne  interest  of  liberty 
win  be  beat  supported  by  securing  a  tree  scope  to  those  which  are  roost 
beneficial.  This  then  is  the  prt^ier  subject  of  careful  examination  by  ench 
aa  find  themaelves  prompted  to  employ  the  means  iu  their  hands  for  ob- 
stmoting  the  schemes  and  endeavonn  of  others,  namely,  the  conseqnenoea 
expectant  apon  following  or  forbearing  to  follow  their  impulse ;  for  nothing 
deaervea  the  name  of  liberty,  ftoro  whence  more  damaife  than  profit  wiU 
Rdonnd  np«n  the  whole. 
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3.  One  at  the  moat  valuable  liberties  of  mankind  is  tbat  of  fimnmg  into 
societies,  and  enjoying  the  benefit  of  regnUtiooB  mode  for  public  order  and 
convenience,  whether  fallen  into  by  general  agreement  among  themselTca, 
or  established  by  governors  to  whom  the  care  of  making  public  prorisiona 
has  been  committed  by  the  constitution  of  the  community ;  end  he  that 
ahoold  endeaTonr  to  propagate  opinions  tending  to  disunite  or  distorb  the 
society,  to  weaken  the  authority  of  those  r^^datioas,  or  hinder  the  good 
efiects  of  them,  would  be  an  infringer  of  that  liberty,  and  consequmtly  a 
proper  olject  for  the  restraint  of  the  law.  Therefore  in  ascertaining  what 
liberty  may  be  allowed  to  be  taken  with  the  liberty  of  mankind  above  men- 
tioned, consideration  should  be  had  which  of  the  two  liberties  ia  the  more 
valoaUe,  and  whether  of  the  restraints  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  the 
greater  inconvenience  and  mischief  to  the  public.  But  I  believe  if  it  were 
nirly  considered  how  great  indulgence  is  given  in  this  country  to  every 
eooscienlions  declantion  of  a  man's  sentiments,  how  large  a  freedom  to  all 
kinds  of  sober  argumentation,  and  that  notie  other  restraints  hang  over  as 
onlees  against  wantooness,  self-conceit,  anger,  and  indiscretion,  wbidi  may 
do  hart  to  the  vulgar  and  unwary  :  there  will  be  found  much  less  inconve- 
nience in  obliging  private  persona  to  Euppresa  some  of  their  sparkling  no- 
tions, than  in  a  general  license  to  throw  oat  indiscriminately  wb&tever  cornea 
into  their  fancies. 

We  are  a  religious  as  well  as  civil  community,  and  rulea  have  been  ea- 
tabliahed  for  our  guidance  in  both ;  nor  could  it  be  otherwise,  for  the 
people  will  have  some  imaginations  or  other  concerning  the  things  unseen ; 
if  you  do  not  provide  them  with  a  ratianat  eystem,  they  will  run  after  con> 
jurors,  divinera,  talea  of  fairies  and  apparitions,  and  lie  open  to  the  first 
crafty  or  enthusiastic  deceiver  who  thinks  fit  to  take  them  in  hand.  For 
Nature  has  given  us  all  a  propensity  to  look  further  Hian  the  bare  objects  of 
sense,  which  propensity  is  capable  of  being  tnrned  to  excellent  or  pemicioos 
parposes :  therefore  it  is  highly  expedient,  that  due  order  should  be  taken 
for  the  management  of  this,  aa  well  as  of  our  other  appetites,  which  are  the 
objects  of  cinl  government.  And  it  ia  likewise  fitting,  that  what  order  is 
taken  shonld  have  the  protection  of  the  laws,  which  are  not  more  scrutjnizing 
tnto  the  sentiments  upon  matters  of  Religion,  than  of  civil  polity  :  for  no 
man  ia  allowed  to  say  whatever  he  pleases  of  the  latter. 

If  there  be  any  man  so  wrong-beaded  as  to  fancy  the  privilege  of  certain 
persons  against  the  common  procesa  of  law  for  their  debts  unjust,  and  op- 
pressive upon  the  subject ;  while  be  keeps  bis  notion  to  himself,  nobody 
will  question  him  about  it :  or  if  he  happens  to  drop  it  inadvertently,  I 
sappose  no  notice  would  be  taken  ;  but  if  he  takes  pains  to  publiah  and 
maintain  it  in  the  world,  be  would  vety  soon  be  had  up  before  bis  betters, 
and  incur  the  censure  of  that  bouse  whom  we  all  regard  as  the  guardians 
and  protectors  of  our  liberties,  as  well  of  thinking  as  acting.  But  what 
more  is  desired  on  behalf  of  the  Church,  than  that  is  any  man  entertains  an 
opinion  snbveraive  of  her  doctrines,  he  should  keep  it  to  himself,  and  not 
endeavour  to  propagate  it  in  public  ? 

4.  Nothing  need  be  urged  here  to  prove  the  expedience  of  inculcatmg  a 
sense  of  Religion  among  the  people ;  but  multitudes  want  either  capacitjr 
or  leisure  to  think  sufficiently  upon  this  subject,  of  themselves:  they  nay 
pass  some  judgment  upon  particular  points  or  argnmente  proposed  to  them, 
but  could  never  form  a  complete  and  consistent  system  :  greater  multitudes 
wonld  bestow  very  little  tlungbt  upon  it,  unless  continually  reminded  or 
exhorted  thereto ;  and  none  have  any  judgment  of  their  own  so  early  as  it 
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is  itMXSwry  to  nnbde  tb«aa  nith  princnples  to  be  the  foundation  of  their  fu- 
ture reasonings.  Therefore  the  polity  of  a.  akti6a  would  be  defective,  if 
there  were  no  provision  made  for  instructing  the  ignorant,  wartiing  the 
thooghtless,  and  educating  children:  but  how  can  sodi  provision  be  nwde, 
without  a  nunmary  of  doctrine  and  set  of  articles  composing  the  ejpstem 
1»  be  tan^t  ?  For  would  jon  have  a  law  enacted  that  the  people  shall  be 
duly  instructed,  and  that  parents  should  educate  their  children,  without 
giving  the  least  direction  in  what  nuuiQer,  or  upon  what  points  the  in* 
stroction  and  education  diall  be  carried  on  ?  This  would  be  leaving  manr 
kind  in  their  state  of  Nature,  and  withholding  Ihat  benefit  of  a  community 
which  might  be  procured  by  persons  in  public  duracter,  whose  extensive 
views  and  large  information  may  enable  them  to  discern  what  is  expedient 
for  the  generality,  and  guard  against  specious  notions  drawing  pernicious 
consequences,  not  foreseen  by  persons  in  private  station. 

In  the  infancy  of  a  Religion  the  principles  of  it  may  be  few;  but  when 
those  few  oome  to  be  branched  out  by  comments,  inferences,  sjid  corroUariea,  - 
grafted  thereupon,  some  of  them  perversions  and  corruptioiis  from  the  origi- 
nals, it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  more  copious  provision  for  correcting  those 
eiMtrmitiei.  Wc  ought  topresumc  the  compilers  of  our  Articles  framed  such 
as  in  their  judgment  contained  the  soundest  system  of  religion,  and  most 
expedient  for  instilling  salutary  sentiments  into  the  minds  of  the  people. 
As  they  were  men,  they  certainly  were  not  infallible ;  and  in  articles  pre- 
pared for  national  use,  there  may  possibly  be  something  occasional,  not 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  true  Religion  at  all  times,  but  calculated 
upon  the  condition  of  the  present:  if  anything  of  this  sort  should  appear, 
there  is  a  legislator  always  in  being  who  may  rectify  whatever,  upon  proper 
examination,  might  be  found  amiss,  and  accommodate  what  might  be  judged 
unsuitable  to  the  temper  and  occasions  of  our  own  times. 
.  And  for  the  manner  of  understanding  them,  this  may  be  and  has  been 
accommodated  to  the  current  ways  of  thinking,  by  tacit  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple themselves  :  for  whoever  wiU  examine  the  writings  of  the  last  century, 
-comparing  them  with  those  of  our  cotemporaiies,  may  perceive,  that  although 
we  still  retain  the  same  set  of  articles,  we  find  in  ^em  much  less  of  the 
mysteriona,  the  marvelloas,  and  the  magical,  than  our  forefathers  did  a 
hundred  years  ago.  Therefore  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed  a  lawful  and  honest 
intention,  however  defectively  executed,  with  which  I  go  through  my  pre- 
■ttit  labours:  for  implicit  l^ith  will  not  go  down  now-a-days  :  men  are  not 
easily  silenced  without  being  convinced,  nor  will  they  be  made  to  swallow 
mysteries,  to  them  unintelligible,  by  ttie  drenching-hom  of  ecclesiastical 
authority.  It  is  then  working  in  service  of  the  Church  to  endeavour 
showing,,  that  without  change  of  a  tangle  word  in  her  doctrines,  they  may 
be  so  expounded  aa  to  render  them  consistent  with  the  discoveries  of  Reason 
and  Philosophy,  and  to  bear  standing  a  close  inspection  by  the  light  of  Nature. 
If  the  system  of  doctrines  estaUished  is  believed  beneficial  by  those  who 
have  in  charge  to  make  provision  for  the  public  welfare  in  all  its  parts,  it  is 
natural  and  incumbent  upon  them  to  have  the  benefit  secured  by  the  pro- 
tection of  laws  ;  and  this  is  all  that  is  had  in  view  :  for  if  the  vulgar,  who 
want  the  aid  of  public  provisions  most,  are  not  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment 
of  them  by  jokes  and  sophisms,  aud  other  attacks  upon  things  recommended 
to  them  as  sacred,  the  law  is  satisfied.  It  makes  no  inquisition  into  men's 
{Mivate.  sentiments,  nor  discourses  among  th^  friends  or  in  their  families, 
nor  whetho-  they  breed  ap  th«r  children  in  orthodox  principles  :  ndtbcr 
vol..  u.  2  k 
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does  it  prohibit  the  pablicatien  of  woHu  not  perfectly  icoODcQiUe  wiA 
orthodoxy,  provided  they  do  not  directly  tend  to  ahake  the  pofudw  leaeti. 
For  Berkeley's  denial  of  body,  tpace,  and  motioB,  Hartley's  per&nnii^  all 
faaman  action  by  the  mechanical  impdie  cJ  vibratjimdes,  and  Bmnct'a 
theory  of  the  eartL.  must,  I  doubt,  be  coant«d  brterodox  by  a  ligid  bdinrar 
in  the  thirty-iiine  articles:  yet  they  never  fell  undtrtbe  bdi  of  Itae  kw,  nor 
even  soflered  in  their  repntatlon  of  being  good  nsn  and  pions  OuiMiBiis. 

As  for  those  thinga  which  some  affect  to  call  persecotioBa,  they  an  civil 
and  not  eoctesiastictJ  provigions :  Tythes  and  Chereh  rates  are  not  levied 
upon  the  Qnako'  by  andtority  of  the  Artif^es,  but  of  the  eommon  ami  ats- 
tQte  laws.  Hie  fbnner  of  those  payiuenti  are  somrtinwa  lay  estates,  wbsRia 
the  dmrch  ha*  no  concern :  and  it  ia  easy  to  see  how  rvnons  it  must  prawe^ 
BO  far  as  to  imstring  the  very  sinews  of  gorcrameBt,  if  the  plea  of  coo- 
Bcience  «aa  admitted  to  exempt  any  maa  fiiom  the  paymeDt  of  neoey. 
YoQ  would  find  a  sect  spring  np  in  the  heme  ooontiei,  who  woold  pro- 
aouDce  all  taxes  DDJntt  that  are  not  eqnaSy  laid :  ao  becMue  the  nertlwia 
and  western  parts  contribute  a  small  prcfiortian  lo  the  kad  lax,  it  wooU 
go  against  thnr  ooaseienees  to  pay  any.  Others  wooM  qaote  the  Cnfts- 
man  and  Jidmson's  dictionary  to  prove  all  exrises  wicked  things :  therefon 
would  scruple  snboiitting  to  any  upon  their  ntalt,  or  thek  hear.  In  abort, 
we  abonld  grow  so  sqoeamishly  conseientions,  Aat  the  hrliament  would 
never  be  able  to  find  ways  and  means  for  ratting  the  sapphes  without  the 
■evedtiea  ti  &  persecntion. 

The  discoaragements  cast  npon  the  Pa|Msti  were  deaigiied  for  aecarity  of 
the  state,  not  npon  accoont  of  their  religions  princtples :  and  if  the  dia* 
aenters  Are  accidentally  involved  In  some  erf  them,  it  is  not  a  <dog  npoa 
their  liberty  of  thinking  or  acting,  but  only  an  exdoaian  from  pbieea  of 
profit  or  tnrt.  Nor  does  it  provea  bar  to  tibe  meet  senMbk  aiuoBg  thsM. 
who  coiueqnenfiy  are  fittest  to  serve  tiiepnblic;  fiff  we  find  they  can  confann 
ocoMbnally,  just  enough  to  satii^  the  law.  As  for  others,  who  are  not 
ISiely  to  be  ever  the  better  if  the  Imr  were  taken  off,  I  would  entreat  tbcH 
to  examine  whether  it  is  really  conscience  the  bar  lies  against  i  for  tbare 
are  other  springs  of  action  that  will  tmI  themedvea  ander  the  ^pcaranoe 
of  coDScience.  lie  heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  aU  thiaga,  cxtreeMly 
bard  to  be  fathomed  even  by  tiie  owner,  so  as  to  distingniid)  tite  Irae  mo- 
tives of  proceedioriqion  every  occarion,  from  jdaosiUe  colooringe  ocoaning 
InjnstiBcBtionofuefn.  Diere  is  an  attachment  to  tbecnstomBo&e  baa  baea 
bred  np  in,  a  shame  of  departing  from  old  acqnaiatanee,  a  fear  of  iacnrring 
their  secret  dislike,  a  trouble  and  awkwardnem  at  being  put  oat  of  one's 
wa^  by  new  forms  :  and  the  reluctance  stringing  from  those  causes  may 
easily  be  mistaken  for  scruples  of  oonscience. 

Nor  is  it  so  likely  that  conscience  should  interfere  in  the  caae  now  as  ia 
former  times ;  for  when  a  toperstitious  value  was  idaced  in  externals,  it 
might  go  against  the  conscience  to  countenance  die  superstition  by  joining 
in  the  DM  M  them :  but  now  that  nobody  rega)4«  tiiem  otherwise  than  as 
expedients  for  decency  and  order,  the  superatitioD  lies  on  the  other  ude  in 
Imagining  them  to  contain  an  intrinBte  depravity  wluoh  will  vitiate  the  pnrcat 
devotioDi  of  the  heart :  therefore  it  most  be  a  very  partienlar  eonslitatioa  of 
conacienae  that  should  make  it  boggle  at  them.  I  do  not  urge  this  with  a 
desire  that  either  the  pnblic  or  private  persona  should  interfere  in  matters 
of  conscience :  I  only  mean  to  exhort  every  man  to  study  careAiHy  his  own 
motives,  and  know  what  are  those  whidi  really  notnate  bim:  far  there  are 
freqnent  and  flagrant  mistakea  committed  in  the  world  upon  this  article. 
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And  aince  I  suppose  it  will  be  tdtnowlet^ied  that  a  vdaotary,  not  compol- 
nve  unifonnit;  of  Rel^on  nonld  be  ft  desirable  thing,  it  bdtoves  every 
man  to  CMmder  bow  far  the  regard  to  old  friends,  old  ctubms  and  habits, 
will  justify  him  in  fortwaring  to  contribute  his  part  towards  so  desirable  an 
ercnt :  the  judgment  belongs  to  none  other  than  to  himsetf,  only  let  him 
make  it  maturely  upon  thorough  and  impartial  examination  of  the  canse. 

But  why  shoold  we  complain  of  the  laws  in  fixve  for  preservation  of  out 
Religion,  when  thoK  made  for  the  secnrity  of  the  state  go  a  great  deal  fur- 
ther, yet  without  affording  a  handle  for  finding  bnlt  to  the  most  zealous 
•Merters  of  liberty  ?  for  our  political  creed  is  more  narrowly  scrutinized 
into  than  oar  religiona :  inqoisition  is  made  there  int»  our  private  senti- 
menta  and  the  secret  thoughts  lA  ow  heart.  It  is  not  caoagh  to  behave 
quietly  and  submissively  under  all  lawful  commands  of  the  magistrate,  to 
make  no  endeavoars  to  propagate  an  opinion  contrary  to  the  act  of  Settle- 
ment, nof  even  drc^  a  word  in  disparagement  thereof ;  but  we  are  called 
■pon  solemnly  and  sincoely  to  declare  npon  oath,  that  witboot  any  eqoivo- 
cation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  reservation  whatsoever,  we  do  believe  in 
oar  conscience  the  Pretender  has  not  any  ri^  to  the  crown  of  this  realm. 
It  will  not  suffice  that  wc  never  try  to  peiKiade  anybody,  nor  maintain  either 
in  writing  or  discomae,  that  Friooea  deprived  by  the  Popt  may  be  deposed  i 
hot  are  required  to  swear,  that  we  do  from  our  heart  abhor,  detett,  and 
abjure,  as  impious  and  heretical,  that  damnable  doctrine  and  position. 

Tbe  law  in  botji  cases  will  not  rest  contented  with  obliging  peoi^  to 
keep  their  thoughts  to  tbemsdvea  ;  bat  insists  upon  knowing  whether  they 
are  orthodox,  and  that  under  penalty  of  being  sol^ect  to  donbte  taxea. 
Observe  further,  that  this  last  declaration  may  seem,  in  some  people's  un- 
deratanding,  to  contain  a  matter  of  mere  oinnion :  for  they  may  conceive 
that  declaring  a  thing  damnable  upon  oatb.  is  the  same  ss  sweaiing  they 
b«dieve  every  man  must  be  damned  who  bc^  it.  Now  though  it  is  cer- 
tainly ot  ooocem  to  the  state  whether  an  F-pglioh  subject  holds  this  poaitioO 
himself,  yet  it  seems  a  mere  ^>ecnlative  question,  whether  be  bdiavca  that 
all  other  penooi,  whataoever  and  wheresoever,  who  do  bcdd  it,  shall  assuredly 
be  damned  for  their  impie^  and  heresy. 

S.  Having  taken  notice  of  this  eagerness  of  style  we  are  enjoined  to  nie 
in  the  most  solemn  expression  of  oar  loyalty,  I  shall  ventwe  a  short  com- 
ment upon  it :  not  merely  by  way  o(  dissertatioo,  but  as  leading  into  a 
clearer  understanding  of  what  littk  I  have  further  to  ofo  upon  tbe  snIgMt 
of  this  Ch^ter.  It  woold  be  highly  irrevemit  to  vmpfott  tbe  wisdom  of 
tbe  oatioo  could  be  so  possessed  with  a  paroxyim  of  xaal,  as,  like  a  oom- 
moa  swearer,  to  throw  out  a  string  of  pasaionate  word*  witbovt  weighing 
their  import ;  therefore  we  maat  sedt  for  soma  rational  measing  in  the 
^thet  Damnable. 

As  <q»eimess  ai  heart  is  now  wuversally  and  justly  eateosMd  an  hono«r 
to  the  posaetaor,  we  may  without  oflenoe  mppose  the  legislature  did  not 
tbemsdves  believe  that  every  poor  villager  in  Spain  and  Portagal,  bred  ap 
ttom.  bis  cradk  under  the  Jesaits,  who  should  really  bdieve  in  bis  cob- 
sdoioe  that  the  Pope  had  fall  power  ccclesiasticBl  and  temporal  over  all 
nations  upon  earth,  would  certainly  go  to  tbe  Pevil  for  that  error :  therefbra 
coald  never  intend,  dtat  by  calling  the  position  dassnable,  we  should  aa- 
desatand  it  mast  necessarily  danm  every  person  without  ezoqitioa  who 
•bottU  be  deluded  into  it.  Bat  we  nrast  preaunc  titty  regarded  the  doc- 
trines contained  in  tbe  Aot  of  Settlement  as  necessary  to  the  salvation  of 
3  K  2 
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the  State,  and  the  Pa|ial  authority  here  bo  palpably  aoinrd  and  gronndlen 
a  notion,  that  noboby  in  thin  enlightened  country  conid  entntain  it  widioat 
his  judgment  beii^  blinded  by  some  party  roadnese,  or  private  interest,  or 
Mditiousneaa  and  turbulence  of  disposition,  or  other  damnable  peiveiseuess, 
inconeiatent  with  that  temper  of  mind  which  is  onr  preparation  for  fiitare 
happiness ;  and  they  judged  it  expedient  for  the  public  security,  to  throw  a 
disconTVgement  upon  edl  who  would  not  declare  the  Bume  npon  odih. 

Upon  thiB  construction  it  appears  that  our  Goverrrors  concerned  them- 
aelves  solely  with  preserving  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  constitution,  and 
with  the  sentimentB  of  persons  under  their  jurisdiction,  nor  hsd  any  thought 
of  foreigners,  nor  of  deciding  what  doi;b4nes  and  positions  might  be  Aital 
or  innocent  to  tbsm :  why  then  may  not  we  anderetand  the  Chnrch  with 
the  like  restriction,  where  she  pronoances  npon  an  article  of  FtdM  ?  For 
those  who  damour  against  her  as  an  enemy  to  liberty,  object,  that  bendes 
the  sanction  of  laws  restraining  them  from  gaining  the  mpA-lative  credit 
they  might  raise  by  their  wit  and  shrewdnet^ ;  she  endeavours  to  blast 
their  character  in  the  world  by  teaching  her  children  to  condemn  thera  as 
reprobates  devoted  to  eternal  perdition  :  therefore,  tbey  muet  be  earefid  to 
keep  their  tongue  between  their  teeth,  lest  if  they  should  drop  out  a  (tinre- 
spectAil  word  against  any  form  or  ceremony,  or  onintelligible  theorem  es- 
teemed sacred,  tbey  should  be  thought  wi^ed  men  capable  of  everything 
bad.  And  this  they  call  an  infringement  upon  the  liberty  of  thoi^ht,  be* 
cause  I  suppose  they  have  sacb  an  incontinence  of  tongue,  as  to  render  it 
unsafe  for  them  to  think  what  tbey  most  not  ntter. 

'  fiat  if  they  meet  with  this  treatment  from  anybody,  why  should  they  charge 
it  npon  the  Cbtirch?  f(w  they  may  well  know  tiiat  children  will  get  many  no- 
tions in  their  heads  they  were  never  tanght  by  their  maatera :  and  tiiey  ought 
to  be  the  more  candid  in  this  case,  became  tbey  themselves  are  liable  to  the 
like  in&tnity  of  judging  hardly  of  others  for  an  article  of  bdief ;  for  if  they 
bear  anybody  drop  a  word  in  favour  of  miracle,  prophecy,  or  revelatioa,  or 
use  the  words  Faitfa,  Grace,  Sanctificetion,  or  the  like,  seriously,  they  pre- 
sently know  him  to  be  a  weak  man,  half-witted,  capable  of  being  pei«iaded 
into  anything  silly,  and  undeserving  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  rational  creature ; 
which  is  their  kind  of  anathema. 

But  the  Church,  like  our  temporal  Ciovernors.  must  be  presumed  tocoB- 
cem  herself  only  with  those  under  her  authority  :  she  decides  nothing  con- 
cerning the  Turks  or  I^rtars,  or  others  out  of  her  pale.  It  became  her  to 
enjoin  the  cultivation  of  sndi  sentiments  as  she  esteemed  salutary  to  per- 
sons who  would  listen  to  her,  to  point  out  such  as  would  overdirow  the 
good  purposes  intended  by  them,  and  to  warn  agiiinst  any  who  might  dis- 
cover a  disposition  to  insinuate  notions  contrary  to  those  she  had  recom- 
mended. This  is  no  more  than  what  I  suppose  our  objectors  themselves 
would  do :  they  would  instrnct  their  pupils  in  some  system  of  opinions ; 
would  tell  them.  This  is  a  useful  principle  necessary  to  be  kept  in  mind, 
T^is  is  a  fatal  mistake,  Ttih  a  pernicious  absnrdi^;  and  would  caution 
them  against  persons  instilling  oppotite  notions.  Therefore  her  diildren 
may  learn  frnn  ber  to  stand  npon  their  guard  against  ojmtions  she  ccn- 
demns  as  heretical,  and  against  persons  who  give  juat  cause  to  suspect 
their  being  infected  with  them :  If  they  go  farther  to  pronotmce  upon  the 
persons  themselves,  in  what  conditicHi  they  stand  with  reopect  to  their  own 
salvation,  it  is  an  excurnm  of  tbeir  own  beyond  the  bounds  prescribed 
them,  for  ^ey  have  no  warrant  from  her  for  so  doing. 

6.  The  harshest  espreasion  I  can  recollect,  is  that  u»ed  in  the  eighteenth 
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article,  wliere  is  dedured,  that  thoee  are  to  be  hoMan  aectiraeii  who  pre- 
Bome  to  say,  that  every  man  afaall  be  saved  by  tbe  law  or  wet  which  be  pro- 
feteeth ;  bat  why  should  we  give  the  Aooaned  here  a  larger  oompass  than 
the  Damnable  in  tine  oath  of  abjnratkin  i  or  understand  any  more  thereby, 
dian  that  he  should  have  her  members  look  upon  it  as  a  pemiciou*  and 
fatal  error,  to  imagine  the  choice  ef  one's  Religion  a  matter  of  indiderence, 
to  be  made  at  pleasure  lightly,  or  Dpoa  temporal  convenience,  amongat  all 
that  are  current  in  the  world  ;  and  woiild  have  them  shy  of  persons  attempt- 
ing to  justify  that  error,  as  dangerous  peiWDsfor  them  to  converse  with. 

Nor  yet  is  this  a  deciiion  of  her  own  making,  bat  a  repetition  of  that 
made  in  the  Goepel,  which  dedarea.  He  that  believeth  is  not  coodemned, 
but  be  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  akeady,  because  he  bath  not  believ- 
ed in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  Now  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  latitude  of  the  word  Accursed  in  tlie  article,  let  as  go  to  the 
foontaitt  bead,  and  examine  whether  the  condemnation  in  the  Gospel  be  so 
r^^  as  to  extend  to  all  persons  whatev^,  who  are  not  ChristianB,  In  the 
firat  place  I  presume  it  will  be  admitted,  that  the  Scriptures  were  given 
solely  for  our  instruction  in  matters  of  fiuth  and  praotice,  not  to  satisfy 
our  curiosity  upon  p<Hnts  of  speculation  :  now  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  matter 
of  mere  q>ecalation,  no  ways  alfecting  onr  interests,  wiMt  shall  be  the  fote  of 
any  other  man  in  ths  next  world;  therefore  we  are  to  look  for  no  infor- 
mation there,  nor  construe  anything  tba«in  as  decision  upon  that  point. 
But  if  this  be  not  enough,  let  us  torn  back  to.  the  verse  immediately  pre- 
ceding, where  we  may  find  that  God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  worid,.bnt  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved. 

We  learn  from  St.  Paul,  that  God  left  not  the  healhen  world  without  a 
witness  of  hima^,  having  manifested  his  eternal  Power  and  GodlKad  by 
the  things  that  were  seen,  and  that  the  Gentiles,  not  having  the  law,  were 
a  law  unto  themselves  by  means  of  that  v>ritten  in  their  hearts ;  but  a  law 
nuplies  some  benefit  to  be  obtained  by  obedience  thereto,  nor  have  we  any 
foundation  to  imagine,  the  Gentiles  before  Ctmst  migbt  not  find  acc^ttance 
with  God.  If  then  be  sent  not  his  Son  to  condemn  the  world,  they  conld 
not  be  pat  into  a  worse  oonditian  than  they  were  in  before ;  and  ^  he  sent 
him  to  save  the  world,  observe,  the  world  is  here  used  collectivety,  and 
mnce,  as  I  have  shown  in  the  Chapter  on  Divine  Economy  and  dsewhere, 
there  is  a  general  interest  of  the  species,  and  a  pn^^ress  of  human  nature 
towards  perfection,  faith  in  Christ  may  be  necessary  for  the  salvation  of 
mankind,  and  yet  not  necessary  for  ttnt  d  every  partjoi^ar  person.  Or 
shonld  it  be  proved  universally  necessary,  still  those  arguments  deserve 
consideration  which  1  have  oflbred  in  the  Chapter  on  Redemption,  to  show 
that  an  opportunity  may  be  given  for  embracing  it  in  the  next  world  to 
such  as  bad  none  aJBbrded  them  here. 

llien  if  we  go  on  to  the  next  verse  following,  we  shall  see  what  are  the 
grounds  of  censoro,  and  who  the  penons  iacurring  it.  This  is  the  con- 
demnation, that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved  darkness  rather 
thui  light,  becaose  their  deeds  were  evil.  Here  appears  to  be  a  voluntary 
(AcHca  made  between  darkness  and  light,  by  persons  severally  conscious  of 
evil  (H'  good  deeds ;  but  the  good  deeds  spoken  of  two  verses  below,  as  be- 
ing mamfested  by  Uie  light,  must  be  such  as  were  performed  before  coming 
thereinto :  therefore  it  is  possible  that  peraonauut  in  the  light  may  do  good 
works  wrought  in  God,  and  consequently  be  good  men  accepted  before  him. 
Since  then  acriminal  infidelity  must  be  a  wilful  rejection  of  the  light  bcL-ausa 
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of  evil  deedi,  we  can  wver  know  ft  mon'e  ohantcter  merely  by  hia  creed, 
evea  among  peiWNu  wbo  convene  daily  with  Chiistiani ;  for  there  are  to 
many  variooa  waya  of  ooDceptian,  bo  many  abeurditiea  and  compUoDa 
sometiiDeB  faateaed  upcn  oar  holy  Religion  by  ita  profeaaora,  aa  may  tura 
it  into  a  daritneaa  unpenetrable  by  the  moat  careful  eye.  Nor  anleaa  we 
could  pry  into  the  heart  to  diaoern  all  the  motivea  operating  there,  can  we 
•afely  prooounee  upon  any  man,  whether  he  refiues  to  come  into  the  light 
of  free  dioice,  <»  tfarongh  miaappreiienHiDii  and  invincible  ignorance. 

It  ia  neceaaary  for  oar  own  security  to  Judge  upon  actione  and  aentinienta, 
that  we  may  know  how  to  take  our  meaaurea  properly,  and  what  degree  of 
vigilance  to  apply  for,  avoiding  auch  aa  would  be  poisonoua  to  oa,  in  pro- 
portion to  th^  degree  of  vimlenoe.  But  there  are  wide  difierencea  aa  well 
in  the  ment&laa bodily Gonatitutioaa of  men;  and  as  poisons  are eome  of  tha 
vital  juioee  in  acorptma,  vipera,  and  many  animals,  ao  there  may  be  men 
in  whom  poisonoua  opiniona  are  innocent,  or  even  contrihutive  to  their  health 
oi  mind  ;  bat  it  ia  our  duty  to  think  .the  beat  of  every  one.  For  the  aame 
God  who  created  the  ^oriooa  atara  ia  Uieir  couatell^ioni,  created  also  the 
crooked  serpent,  whom  we  moat  therefore  believe  complete  in  hia  nature 
and  uaefol  in  the  utuMion  wherein  he  ia  placed :  for  when  God  looked 
upon  all  the  worka  thai  he  had  made,  bdiold  they  were  very  good.  It  be- 
hovea  ua  then  to  beware  both  of  the  natural  «ad  metaphoriol  serpent,  to 
keep  out  of  hia  way  lest  be  bite  ua ;  but  we  have  w^thiT^  to  do  with  the 
light  wherein  be  staoda  before  hia  Maker. 

Therefore  what  severe  ezpresaions  we  read  againat  the  Scribea  and  Pha* 
riaeea,  and  othere,  we  must  presume  were  given  the  Jewish  converts  for 
the  hardness  of  their  bearta,  becauae  they  were  too  groae  to  diatioguiah  in 
their  averaiooa  between  the  man  and  his  opinions  ;  but  it  vraa  not  so  from  the 
beginning,  that  is,  not  in  the  original  duign  of  the  GospeL  Aikd  we  may 
aay  to  the  rigid  and  censorioua,  aa  Jeana  did  to  the  disciples  who  wanted  to 
call  down  fire  from  Heaven,  Ye  know  not  what  spirit  ye  ore  of:  certainly 
itot  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  which  ia  a  doctrine  of  peace  and  love,  and  ot 
that  Charity  which  believath  all  things,  bopetb  all  thinga,  and  thinketh  no 
evil.  So  it  is  no  procrf  of  our  orthodoxy,  that  we  are  forward  to  judge 
other  persona,  bat  a  direct  opposition  both  to  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
the  Goapeli  for  it  ia  one  of  the  precepta  in  the  sermon  upon  the  mount.  Judge 
not,  that  ye  be  not  judged ;  and  if  there  be  any  practice  deserving  our  &- 
teatation  aa  impioua,  heretical,  aiid  damnable,  surely  thia  must  be  ao,  which 
Chiiat  baaezpresaly  declared  will  draw  down  judgment  upon  the  practisers. 


CHAP.  XXVI. 

DOING  ALL  FOR  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD. 

Wn  have  Bew  traversed  the  holy  ground  of  BeligicH),  taking  with  as  the 
candle  of  Reason  to  aasiat  in  discovering  those  apota  that  had  been  obectu«d 
t^  error,  nuaappr^eaaion,  and  injndicioBa  zeali  we  have  found  all  th« 
Buildings  there  erected  upon  the  baaia  of  human  nature,  calculated  to  aep- 
ply  its  roost  preauug  wanta,  and  so  contrived  oa  to  jam  in  one  uniform 
plan  with  the  atroctarea  of  aoundest  Philoaopby.  We  have  adventured,  but 
with  reverential  and  oautiOHS  boldness,  to  approach  the  sat^d  myeterie*. 
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have  minntdf  4zkmiiMd  &«  Aeologicml  Virtaea,  nhicb  ue  Un  Bum  of  all 
the  law  and  Uie  prophets,  and  I  may  add  of  the  GoHpel  too,  traced  the  dU 
tine  economy  aloi^  the  et«pa  taken  for  parfecting  the  haaxaa  apectea,  and 
inquired  into  the  natnrs  and  t&caay  of  thoae  called  divine  aenricea,  and  cf 
the  ritnal,  endenvonriug  to  clear  thera  from  the  idea  of  magic  and  arhitiarv 
cocDmand,  too  fretioantly  aanezed  hy  the  ill  daDgning,  or  the  unwary.  It 
ia  now  time  to  iaaue  forth  from  the  Btutotoary  into  the  open  world,  that  we 
may  thwe  exemplify  in  our  praotice  the  gM>d  a^atiinento  we  have  itored 
■p  in  our  hearta :  for  we  have  aeen  that  divine  acrricaB  are  not  righteous- 
ness in  thenuelTBa,  Aey  are  only  if  dnly  periiirmsd  the  anre  means  of 
attaining  it,  and  neoettary  expediefita  for  ke^un^  it  alive ;  even  Faith, 
though  the  sole  saving  principle,  is  better  strengthened  by  works  done  in 
pursuance  o(  its  impalses,  than  by  any  devotions  or  meditations  whatsoever. 

And  the  very  precept  which  I  have  taken  for  the  text  of  this  Chapter, 
thou^  at  Grat  sight  it  may  appear  to  attadk  us  more  closely  to  our  religtoua 
exerdaes,  yet  upon  a  nearer  inspection  will  be  found  relative  to  oar  oom- 
merce  in  the  busy  world.  For  we  cannot  live  always  in  a  Chnrdi,  we 
cannot  pats  our  whole  time  in  hymna  and  hidleli^jaha ;  the  aiqmlies  of  oar 
natural  wants  demand  a  share  of  om*  attention,  the  care  of  our  uiftillea.  lita 
duties  of  our  calling,  the  defence  of  onr  peraoos,  properties,  and  characten 
against  injuries  and  dangoa,  and  the  interooorse  among  mankiod  mnst  not 
be  Mg^ectad. 

If  then  we  are  to  do  an  diinga  tot  the  Glory  of  God,  We  mnst  learn  to 
do  these  things  for  that  end ;  for  siaoe  they  must  be  dane,  if  we  have 
not  that  principle  to  actuate  us  in  the  doing,  we  shall  Ul  defective  of  oar 
obedience :  hence  it  beooimes  a  coneiderobia  part  of  Religion  to  study  bow 
we  may  fulfil  what  we  owe  to  thediviae  Glory  in  the  common  transactSone 
of  life ;  a  harder  science  to  be  attained,  than  that  of  paying  our  devoti(Ms 
rightly  at  the  altar.  For  here  the  solemnity  of  the  place,  and  all  around 
us,  help  to  lift  onr  hearts  to  heaven,  and  nothing  mora  is  needful  than  vigi- 
lance to  keep  our  thoughts  attentive  to  tiieir  ol^oct ;  bat  to  sanctify  onr 
bniinesii  our  conversations,  our  pleasures,  to  keep  steady  aloi^  the  line  of 
our  grand  aim  when  there  are  a  thousand  by-objects  aolicitiag  on  all  ndea, 
this  is  a  difficult  task  to  manage ;  so  difBcuIt,  that  to  many  it  will  seem 
imposaible. 

For  (hey  will  be  apt  to  say  it  is  not  in  humui  nature  to  have  God  always 
in  the  thoughts ;  dangers,  preaeing  itecessitiea,  and  iu^;ent  engwements 
will  force  our  whole  attention  from  us,  the  transactions  ot  the  world  sCva- 
tally  require  a  Uwa  t^  imagination  petraliar  bo  themaielves,  familiar  conver- 
•atton  and  necessary  recreation  are  not  of  a  nature  to  mingle  with  heavenly 
ideas.  All  this  ie  wy  true,  bnt  why  should  they  think  it  necessary,  that 
to  do  all  thii^  for  the  Olory  of  God  we  must  have  him  always  in  the 
thoughts  7  I  can  see  no  reason  for  such  an  i^jprehension  unless  from  the 
iniadieions  aeal  of  some  writera,  who  seem  to  require  perpetual  devotion  ol 
mind  even  in  the  moat  trifling  employments.  Whether  they  really  mean  so 
much  as  they  express  I  cannot  take  npon  me  to  determine,  thair  adrairtrs 
will  not  allow  thera  capable  of  this  extravagance,  but  inast  they  are  to  be 
understood  •with  some  restrictions ;  if  so,  Aey  are  aurdy  to  blame  for  rtot 
having  marked  out  those  restrictions,  fOT  the  stiaia  whernn  tbey  talk  of  a 
devout  intention  running  through  all  our  actions  uoiversally,  is  enough  to 
make  an  unwary  reader  imagine  he  is  to  buckle  his  shoes,  to  wash  hia 
hands,  to  call  for  the  newspaper  at  a  coflee-house,  with  a  direct  intention 
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of  pleanng  God  thereby,  or  they  will  be  *o  mauj  urn  and  deMttions  of  hit 

Bnt  bendes  that  tnch  incesMnt  adoratkm  it  atterty  impractNHble,  it 
would  be  miBchierona  in  mEtny  ca«es ;  for  there  are  vile  and  trivial  offices 
whereto  we  are  eabjected  unavoidably  by  the  condition  of  our  uatDre,  aa 
has  been  already  observed  in  the  Chapter*  on  Parity  and  Majesty,  among 
which  to  introdnce  a  thought  of  God  must  tend  greatly  to  his  duhonour, 
aa  defiling  and  debasing  the  idea  of  him  in  oor  hearts.  Thus  it  ia  ao  &r 
from  being  a  duty  to  have  him  always  in  contemplation,  that  oor  duty 
obliges  OS  to  baniah  such  thoughts  as  would  intrude  upon  some  occasions, 
wherein  to  give  them  reception  would  be  highly  irreverent,  and  a  direct 
breach  of  the  third  commandment :  for  it  is  not  for  the  bare  sound  of  worda 
uttered,  but  for  the  intempemnce  of  mind  giving  vent  to  them,  ihat  none 
will  be  holdcn  gniltleas  who  taketh  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain, 

2.  Nevertheless  we  are  taught.  Whether  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatsoever 
je  do,  do  all  to  the  Glory  of  God ;  and  reason  joins  in  with  the  dictates  of 
anthority  to  add  her  sanction  to  this  precept.  The  Stoics  held,  that  tha 
wise  or  perfect  man  would  act  right  because  it  was  ri^t,  and  therefore 
would  act  invariably  so,  for  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in  every  mingtest 
action :  he  then  to  whom  rectitade  ia  the  sole  motive,  will  pursue  it  in 
trifles  as  well  as  matters  of  moment :  bat  the  nnwise,  though  many  time* 
doing  right  things,  never  act  rightly,  because  they  do  them  upon  some 
other  motive  withont  which  they  would  have  omitted  them,  having  no  im- 
mediate love  of  rectitude  for  its  own  take. 

We  have  found  in  the  comse  of  this  work,  that  rectitude  has  not  a  sab* 
stantiality  or  distinct  essence  of  its  own,  but  subsists  in  the  relation  to 
happiness,  those  actions  being  right  which  upon  every  occasion  tend  roost 
e^ctuslly  to  happiness.  We  have  acknowledged  that  God  can  receive  no 
benefit  at  our  hands,  not  the  least  accession  of  pleasure,  or  power,  or  domi- 
nion, or  greatness  from  our  services,  yet  ia  he  jealous  of  his  glory,  because 
the  glori^'ing  him  aright  is  of  the  ntroost  importance  to  the  good  of  his 
creatures.  It  is  true  there  have  been  many  pernicious  and  destructive 
things  done  under  pretence  of  glorifying  him,  bnt  those  were  the  errors  of 
superstition  and  intemperate  z<»1 ;  and  so  there  have  been  errors  in  Philo- 
sophy and  intemperate  zeal  for  virtue,  which  have  caused  great  mischiefs  : 
but  whatever  is  really  and  truly  done  for  the  Glory  of  God,  advances  the 
happiness  of  the  performer  and  of  his  fellow- creatures,  and  therAy  become* 
the  fimdamentHl  rule  of  rectitude. 

Bnt  whoever  possesses  a  fiiU  and  Uvdy  sense  of  the  divine  Glory,  which 
we  have  before  called  the  saving  Faith,  will  manifest  it  in  his  conduct  by  a 
constant  readiness  to  do  the  Will  of  God  in  all  things ;  whereby  must  not 
be  underBtood  doing  the  things  he  is  willing  should  be  done,  for  that  we 
all  do  without  intermission :  bnt  doing  them  upon  the  motive  of  their  being 
his  \mi.  For  nothing  ever  befidls  throughout  the  universe  witiiout  the 
appointment  or  permission  of  our  heavenly  Father ;  therefore,  when  we  ain, 
we  do  what  he  was  willing  should  be  done,  because  he  was  able  to  have 
prevented  us,  and  his  permission  of  the  sin  proves  him  willing  to  let  our 
widiednesB  take  its  course,  and  is  an  evidence  that  some  great  good  will 
accrue  therefrom  to  the  universe,  redounding  to  his  glory.  Hence  it  ap- 
pears, that  we  cannot  be  said  to  do  the  Will  of  God  rn^ess  when  we  act 
upon  that  intention,  when  we  choose  one  out  of  several  actions  in  onr 
power,  as  being  in  our  judgment  apprehended  most  agreeal^  in  his  sight. 
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■nd  most  OMidadve  to  his  glory,  of  anything  we  can  turn  our  hands  to  at 
present:  and  wboewr  could  act  invariably  tbrougboat  all  parts  of  hie 
ooodnct  upon  this  motive,  bow  small  soever  were  his  natural  talents  and 
acqnired  Bcoomplishni«ats,  would  be  that  perfect  or  wi«e  man  imagined  by 
the  Stoics,  but  never  vet  found,  except  once,  among  the  Sons  of  Adam. 

It  remains  to  be  explained,  bow  we  can  act  always  with  intention  to  do 
the  will  of  God  widiont  having  him  always  in  om"  thoughts,  or  how  can  we 
pume  an  end  withont  holding  it  in  contemplation  dnriog  every  step  of  the 
pumit :  and  this  way  we  may  quickly  learn  by  raflectiiig  on  the  narrowness 
of  our  own  comprehension,  which  is  seldom  cqiable  of  retaining  the  whole 
^an  of  a  dewgn  white  attentive  to  the  measnree  requisite  for  oom[detiDg  it. 
If  we  may  pass  a  conjecture  upon  the  blessed  spirits  above,  component 
parts  of  the  mundane  Buul,  they  probably  never  lose  sight  of  their  Maker 
for  a  mooent ;  because  their  understandiug  is  bo  large,  that  at  the  same 
glance  it  can  extend  to  the  attributes,  to  the*plBn  of  Providence  flowing 
from  tlMMce,  and  to  all  the  'minute  ot^ects  requiute  for  their  direction  in 
performmg  the  parts  allotted  them  in  the  execution  of  it :  so  that  while 
busied  in  giving  motion  to  little  particles  of  matter  for  carrying  on  the 
courses  of  nature,  they  can  discern  the  uses  of  what  they  do,  its  tendency 
to  uphold  the  stupendous  order  of  the  oniverse,  and  bappineaa  of  Ute  crea- 
ture* wherein  God  is  glorified. 

But  our  understandings  are  6a  lees  capacious,  wherefore  our  prospects 
an  scanty,  and  of  those  lying  within  our  compass  there  is  only  one  small 
■pot  in  the  centre  that  we  can  disoem  clearly  and  distinctly,  so  are  forced 
to  turn  our  eye  successively  to  the  several  parts  of  a  scene  before  as  to  take 
the  necessary  guidance  for  onr  measures.  When  we  have  fixed  upon  the 
means  requisite  for  effecting  a  purpose,  our  whole  attention  to  them  is  often 
little  enoo!i;h  to  carry  us  through  in  the  prosecution,  and  were  we  perpetu- 
ally to  hold  the  purpose  in  contemplation,  it  must  interrupt  and  might  ut- 
terly defeat  its  own  accomplishment.  He  that  travel*  to  London  must  not 
keep  his  eye  continually  gazing  upon  Paul's  steeple,  Dor  his  thoughts  rarni- 
nating  upon  the  bosiness  he  is  to  do,  or  [deaaures  he  is  to  take  there :  he 
nmst  mind  the  road  as  he  goes  akmg,  he  must  look  for  a  good  inn,  and  take 
oare  to  order  acoommodations  and  refreriunents  for  himself  and  his  hone. 
Bat  whatever  steps  we  take  in  prosecution  of  some  end,  are  ohrays  ascribed 
thereto  as  to  their  motive,  and  we  are  said  in  common  propriety  of  speech  to 
act  aH  along  with  intention  to  gain  our  end,  though  we  have  it  not  every 
moment  in  view.  So  if  our  traveller  come  to  town  upon  a  charitable  de- 
sign to  succour  some  laroily  in  affliction  or  distreas  by  his  counsel,  his  com- 
pany, his  labours,  his  interest,  or  any  other  seasonable  Hssistance,  his  whole 
journey  and  every  part  of  it,  while  inquiring  the  way,  while  bustling  through 
a  orawd,  while  baiting  at  the  inn,  was  an  act  of  charity  performed  with  a 
benevolent  intention. 

In  like  manner  whatever  schemes  we  lay  out  upon  the  prindple  of  glori- 
fying God  by  promoting  the  happiness  of  his  creatures  or  any  one  of  them, 
whether  they  lead  u*  to  the  care  of  our  health,  or  our  properties,  to  common 
busincM,  or  recreation,  we  may  be  truly  and  properly  said  to  act  with  inten- 
tion to  hi*  will,  though  during  the  prosecution  we  should  be  totally  im- 
tnersed  in  worldly  concerns,  and  taken  up  with  sensible  object*. 

When  busied  in  my  chapters,  labouring  to  trace  the  mazes  of  Providence, 
and  show  that  in  the  severest  dispensations  they  never  terminate  upon  evil, 
how  defective  soever  the  peiformanoe,  the  intention  seems  to  be  good  :  after 
toiling  awhile  the  ideas  begin  to  darken,  the  mental  organ*  to  grow  stid'. 
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and  the  qiirits  exhuuted ;  1  then  perceive  the  beat  tUng  1  Mo  do  lor  pi»- 
ceediog  on  m;  woric,  ia  to  Uf  in  a  {reah  stock  by  some  *stKvm  cv  dinniDn, 
which  may  emiUe  me  to  reeome  the  mknoeoope  and  telceMpe  with  resmltad 
vigour.  So  I  lally  forth  from  my  caveni  ia  quest  of  any  little  amneemeat 
that  may  oder  :  perhapa  Ihere  u  an  exhibition  of  pictures ;  I  ga>e  ronnd 
like  Cymoa  at  Ipbig^iia,  with  such  judgment  aa  nunatmctod  uatve  can 
sopj^y :  1  meet  with  my  aoquaiatance ;  one  being  a  oouMHieear  in  puiatiB;, 
entertaina  me  with  ciil^iams  foimded  i^a  the  rules  of  art,  which  come  in 
at  one  ear  and  go  out  at  the  other ;  others  t«Umeoftheweather,<rfgeaeral 
warrants,  of  a  very  derer  politicel  pamphlet,  a  rh^nody  of  Bowowww'e,  w  a 
siandercHu  poem,  which  becwise  I  am  a  atndiotu  man  end  a  lover  of  wit  thm 
recommend  to  my  pemaal :  I  endeavour  to  join  in  the  coBvemtka  ft>  weU 
as  my  penury  of  fcu^onable  materials  will  permit,  and  Cut  nch  joke*  aa  I 
can  to  enliven  it.  If  an  interval  h^pens  wherein  there  ia  notUiv  ta  en- 
gage my  wiAes,  presently  the  mundane  soul,  and  links  of  coiuiaation  ftxnt- 
ing  the  geuerul  interest,  will  be  attempting  to  intrude  upon  mei  bat  I  shut 
them  oat  with  might  and  main,  f<»:  fear  they  should  drsw  off  the  n^fdy  of 
B[»rits  a«  hst  aa  it  comet  in  i  for  recreation  is  aow  my  bouwu,  UhI  the 
eablimeet  idea  which  might  draw  on  a  labour  of  thou^t  wonld  defeat  nqr 
porpoae.  Nevertheless,  while  engaged  in  thia  aeriea  of  triflca,  am  I  BOt  p«v- 
suing  my  main  intention,  even  in  the  very  efforts  made  for  tlu-attug  it  oat 
of  my  sight  I  and  if  my  first  doign  bore  any  referenoe  to  the  divioe  ^ory, 
may  not  1  be  said  without  impropriety  Kill  to  act  for  the  same  end  more 
effectually  than  if  I  had  passed  the  time  in  thoug^t-itnuaing  fiervoon  of 
prayer  and  devotion  ? 

3.  Since  then  whaterw  nnder  purposes  branch  out  from  one  prinoiplQ,  and 
were  taken  op  because  ooadudve  thereto,  are  eateemed  parta  of  that,  aod 
everything  done  with  a  view  to  accomplish  them  ia  done  for  the  soain  end 
whereto  they  condoct ;  sinoe  the  abiUty,  instruments,  motarials,  and  oppor- 
tunities for  performing  the  most  important  services  we  ore  capable  of,  de- 
pend much  upon  tiie  condition  o[  body  and  spirits,  upon  extenuJ  acoom- 
inodations  and  oonveniencee,  and  upon  our  interoourse  among  mankind  i  and 
since  upon  every  trivial  oocaaion  there  is  a  ri^t  and  a  wrong  choice  to  be 
taken,  some  little  present  acoeasion  or  remote  advance  to  be  made  [awards 
increaaing  the  stock  of  h^>^neas  in  the  creation,  whereia  the  divine  glory 
is  manifested :  1  conceive  it  possible  in  theory,  that  a  man  may  lay  out  hM 
whole  plan  of  oondnct,  bia  common  actions  aiid  amnsementa,  at  weU  «s  his 
devotions  and  exerdaes  of  virtue,  upon  that  one  foundation,  the  glory  of 
God.  So  that  in  the  business  of  hia  profession,  in  the  management  of  bia 
family,  in  tlie  carea  of  hia  health,  in  hu  contracts  and  his  contantiona.  in  hit 
familiar  cooveraations,  his  diversions  and  pleaauree,  whether  he  eota  or 
drinke,  or  whatsoever  he  does,  be  may  be  truly  said  to  do  eU  with  inleatioD 
to  pleaae  God,  though  he  baa  him  not  alwaya  in  hia  thoo^tt ;  provided  the 
several  latentlons  he  eucceeelvely  pursues  became  each  upon  an  opinion  of 
their  being  the  propereat  measures  could  then  be  taken  for  contributing  to- 
wards that  principal  end. 

But  before  I  b^n  to  explain  my  notion  in  what  mannw  thta  may  be 
done,  I  ahsll  premise  two  observations,  very  needlul  to  be  kept  in  mind  f(w 
our  better  suooess  in  the  attempt.  One,  that  such  perfect  holineat  of  life.' 
although  ponible  in  theory,  I  do  not  a|qirehead  Ceoaible  in  practioe :  the 
other,  that  we  shall  make  a  nearer  ^iprooch  by  considering  it  as  a  detsraUe 
advantage,  than  being  driven  to  it  by  fear  u  on  indispeoaaUe  obligation. 

Wo  cannot  get  so  entire  mastery  over  our  passions  and  aftpetites,  but 
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th^  wttl  often  ivpel  to  Betton  without  wMtii^  far  our  command,  sod  mtaj 
tittm  we  hftTe  not  nnderMandiBg  to  diaoeni  what  mlatioa  onr  prawut  t^o- 
oMdinge  bear  to  our  {mncipal  concem,  ao  mint  take  gmdance  friMi  iofOTior 
ralM  ud  daaira,  or  alwH  etmd  wholly  inaelive.  Whmefare  it  ia  eoBUDOnly 
aappoaad,  Qmt  our  yroTiakHM  for  this  werid  aad  for  the  next,  have  tktk 
diadost  ]fiMmm  bdonging  aeparately  to  cm!)  ;  aooietiiiKa  we  are  to  labow 
for  on^  and  tomelaiM  for  the  other !  for  to  malie  one  is  every  unj^  ta> 
atanee  anbacrvieBt  and  u&%  to  Ifae  odur,  however  conceivaUe  in  apvioS*- 
tkn  and  deoiraUe  in  idea,  is  beyond  the  ak^  of  mortal  man  to  eonqaue. 
n^  myet  be  atAnowtedged  tme  :  for  my  part,  I  cannot  prMend  to  come 
near  it,  nor  do  I  know  the  nun  that  does ;  bnt  we  have  all  reaaon  enoogb  to 
join  in  the  confMaion,  We  have  not  done  tfaoae  things  which  we  oo^t  to 
have  done,  and  we  have  done  llaee  tbinga  irtiidi  wb  oo^it  not  to  have 
done,  and  Umk  is  no  fa«thh  in  na.  To  wbat  pnrpoee,  then,  may  it  be  and. 
is  a  plan  of  eondnot  requiring  the  soondeat  vigorona  health  pnacribed  to  na, 
wbo  can  never  expect  to  execute  it  witii  oar  infirm  diseaaed  ooutitttians  ? 
To  tin  parpoae.  becaaae  by  constant  dihgax*  we  may  reetiff  tome  ol  the 
disorders  in  oto-  spintnal  body,  and  since  we  know  not  in  what  partimlarB 
diat  may  be  capable  af  amendment,  it  behoves  ns  to  try  in  all,  and  ettend 
on  aim  beyond  onr  expectation,  fair  so  we  are  wBmntad  to  do  by  Uw  beat 
qifNToved  aothoritiet. 

ne  Btoics  propoeed  dieir  omsununale  Wiae-man  for  liiar  model,  wbidt 
yet  they  owned  was  an  ideel  character  nob{>dy  coold  come  np  to :  we  ChristiBna 
are  tav^t  to  look  op  to  the  perfoct  pattern  of  unainning  obedience,  of  en* 
durance  and  forbearance  in  all  trials,  which  onr  master  has  set  before  na, 
who  has  Hkewiw  expressly  enjoined  ns  to  be  perftct,  as  our  I^ttber  whidt 
ia  in  heaven  is  perfect.  Which  abeotnte  perfection  cannot  be  an  indi^ien 
BiMe  doty  necessary  to  Salvation,  because  it  far  exoeeds  oar  forces,  and 
whatever  ia  impoeaiUe  to  compose,  cannot  be  a  doty,  but  is  pmpoiiDded 
only  as  a  constant  ot^ect  of  our  wish  and  desire.  T^kerefore  we  need  not 
be  tsrified  on  fotdnw  ouraelves  tdl  short  of  jt,  nor  nneaai^  uixioae  for 
the  anoDese  of  onr  endeavours ;  for  an  aver>aolicitDde  retards  Ae  speed  and 
mitgnides  the  jodgment.  Accordingly  we  find  that  those  wlio  prooMd  nn- 
der  die  etrongcat  ideaa  of  obligaticu  to  pnpetual  boKoesa,  too  fraqnenUy 
mistalte  the  essence  of  it,  which  they  place  in  continnal  fervours  of  davo- 
ticft,  and  axUnonKnary  exarciaea  at  virtoe,  despiang  the  common  tranno* 
tioBB  of  life  as  nnworttiy  thcar  notice :  by  which  'means  the  greatot  part  ol 
their  lime,  aaavoidaUy  spent  in  woildlyooncenifl,  appears  loat  to  thcot,  and 
they  find  very  few  portianB  of  it  wherein  they  can  be  eonecioaa  of  proceed* 
ing  upas  the  motive  of  their  duty.  Whavas  if  they  had  a  well>gtannded 
persnanon,  that  the  Glory  of  God  and  faappmeaa  at  die  orentares  were  ooo- 
vertibk  terms,  everything  wdl  and  truly  dome  for  the  one  being  dome  far 
the  otlier,  they  woidd  pnnne  them  as  matters  of  inclination  and  praSt.  n- 
ther  than  of  command  and  doty,  whidi  of  oonrse  must  banish  fear,  far  tf 
long  as  a  man  can  prooe«d  opon  an  faabitnd,  einoere  desire  of  ^casing  Godi 
he  need  never  stand  in  fear  of  the  devil ;  and  their  minds  would  be  more  at 
ease  to  examine  the  remote  tendenciee  of  tiietr  actions,  and  discover  bttle 
profits  te  be  made  of  those  which  are  not  productive  of  greater. 

Ilins  the  idea  with  irtndi  we  shall  be  likdy  tomakethelai^estprogreaain 
onr  wotfe  is  thia,  to  esteem  absolote  perfectica  an  invaloable  treasure,  the 
ultimatE  object  at  onr  wishes,  bnt  without  expectation  of  ever  attaining  or 
even  making  any  targe  strides  towards  it,  yet  fond  of  every  little  advance 
that  can  be  made  tbereto  as  a  profit  gained ;  for  this  wQl  always  be  the  case 
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with  him  who  has  any  purpose  Btraiigly  at  heart,  if  he  iwptin  of  eSeet- 
ing'  it  comi^etely,  he  will  be  vigilant,  indtutrioiu,  aod  jorffll  to  compau  it 
partly,  in  every  inetaDce  where  he  can. 

It  is  oommonly  aaid,  a  trader  wilt  never  grow  ridi  who  despiwe  sdmII 
gains ;  and  with  equal  truth  it  may  be  said  the  man  'wSl  never  grow  rirtn- 
oue  who  despises  Bmsll  accessions  to  his  viitne.  llieTefbre  as  we  are  taa^t 
to  learn  prudence  from  the  unjust  steward,  in  Ulce  manner  we  may  tdte  the 
wise  of  this  world  fer  our  standard,  whereby  to  try  the  sincerity  of  onrki've 
of  rectitude,  or  zeal  for  the  £vine  glory.  The  merchant  enters  upon  his 
traffic  withmd  bawida  to  his  wishes,  be  woold  be  gkd  to  get  a  mUlion  if 
he  (x>n]d,  bnt  judging  that  impossible,  he  fixes  his  expectations  lower:  he 
parsnea  them  without  aniiooB  solicitade  which  would  not  help  him  forward, 
nor  does  he  think  himself  undone  if  he  shoold  Ml  short  of  them  ;  neverthe- 
less, if  on  opportunity  (diasces  to  ofier  for  surpassing  them,  he  will  emlwace 
it  joyfully,  toi  he  proceeds  by  desire,  not  by  fear ;  and  bis  desires  w9i  keep 
him  attentive  to  all  advantages  for  improving  bis  fortune,  making  the  mo»t 
of  such  as  are  present,  when  greater  do  not  tall  in  his  way.  So  the  man 
who  sedu  to  make  a  fortune  in  heaven  will  wish  to  become  a  Saint,  or 
an  Angel,  if  it  yien  possible  ;  hut  knowing  this  far  above  his  strength,  he 
will  not  expect  to  run  extraordinary  lengths,  nor  give  bimsdf  over  for  lost 
if  he  should  fail  of  them :  for  being  persnaded  that  all  good  tfairtgs  proceed 
origiDBlIy  from  the  divine  bounty,  he  will  rest  content  with  whatever  portion 
as  well  of  spiritual  as  temporal  estate  the  courses  of  nature  or  Providence 
diall  put  into  his  power  to  acquire :  yet  being  sensible  the  acquisition  must 
be  of  his  own  making,  his  content  will  not  abate  his  industry,  which  is  not 
die  less  fOT  being  void  of  such  solicitude  1.1  might  obstruct  its  operatians ; 
if  (^iportunitiea  unexpectedly  ofier  for  making  great  improvanenta,  he  will 
pareue  them  eageHy;  when  no  considerable  profit  accrues,  he  will  con- 
trive how  to  turn  whatevo"  lies  before  him  to  some  account  die  best 
whereof  it  is  c^wble.  For  where  the  treasure  is  there  the  heart  will  be 
also ;  and  where  the  heart  points,  thither  the  feet  will  be  moving  forwards 
by  any  passage  that  opens. 

4.  HaTinglaiddowntheseprdiminarycantiona.Ishallnowproceedtodraw 
out  my  notion  of  the  perfect  Wise-man  or  christian  Sage,  acting  always  in- 
variably fbr  the  Glory  of  God,  which  yet  I  acknowledge  aa  ideal  character,- 
not  to  be  fomid  exemplified  in  any  comer  of  the  earth ;  and  shall  endea- 
vour to  trace  the  steps  by  which  he  arrives  at  such  perfection,  wherein  1  do 
not  pretend  to  speak  upon  experimental  knowledge,  bnt  only  in  spectdalion, 
as  describing  the  prepress  through  a  country  I  never  saw. 

His  first  step  I  apprehend  must  be  by  a  thorough  conviction  of  his  judg- 
ment, that  acting  for  the  divine  Glory  is  acting  most  for  his  own  benefit : 
fix"  while  he  pmvues  that  end  because  continnidly  chimed  in  his  ears,  be~ 
cause  it  will  raise  his  character  above  the  rest  of  mankind,  because  he  shaH 
incur  the  divine  veogsance  by  neglecting  it,  custom.  <x  vanity,  or  fetr,  is 
his  real  motive,  and  the  Will  of  God  only  a  secondary  aim  sufasarieid  to 
the  othen.  Those  motives  may  be  expedient  and  necessary  fbr  roosii^  the 
tfaooghdees  to  a  sense  of  their  duly,  but  they  are  only  avenues  leading 
into  the  right  way,  nor  is  any  man  set  in  it  ifntil  he  can  prooeed  with  a 
hearty  desire  of  advancing  therein,  without  other  bcitement  to  drive  Mm  : 
which  desire  cannot  be  acquired  without  his  being  perfectly  satisfied,  that 
it  will  conduct  to  happiness  more  efe:taally  than  any  oUter  way  he  can  take. 

For  I  have  observed  all  along,  that  Self  lies  at  the  bottom  of  everydting 
we  do  i  in  all  our  actions  we  constMttly  pursue  the  Satisfaction  expectant 
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on  toffiethiog  njqirehended  beneficial  in  onr  judgment,  or  soothing  in  our 
fancy :  the  poreirt  afiectioaB  grow  from  one  or  other  of  those  roots,  and  the 
Bublimest  of  onr  virtnes  most  be  engrafted  upon  the  fbrmn';  therefore  the 
love  of  Gpd.  to  be  nncere  and  vigorous,  most  spring  from  the  settled  opinion 
1^  his  goodneM  and  beneficence,  and  that  every  act  of  confbnnity  to  bis 
will  is  beneficial  to  the  performes'. 

Now  to  have  this  foandation  firm  and  stable,  it  will  be  neceseary  to  exa- 
mine the  groond  whereon  it  lies  ;  sndi  aa  are  so  happy  as  to  repose  an 
entire  confidence  in  the  dictates  of  anthority.  are  tanght  from  tbeuce  that 
God  will  love  those  who  love  him,  and  will  give  them  onspeakable  rewards 
with  his  own  hands  in  proportion  to  the  endeavann  wherewith  they  hav« 
•trove  to  live  in  constant  obedience  to  his  commands.  But  there  may  he 
some  pMSona  less  pliant  to  conviction,  desirous  of  having  the  doctrines 
taught  them  explained,  and  corroborated  by  human  reaaoa,  and  believing 
God  the  Author  of  universal  Nature,  whidi  be  wanted  neither  power  nor 
intelligence  to  plan  out  in  such  manner  as  should  answer  aU  hia  pnrpoaee 
in  every  minnte  particalar,  they  may  think  it  more  consonant  with  this  idea 
to  snppose,  that  reward  accrues  by  natoral  conseqnence  of  the  prorisioni 
made  in  the  original  conetitutioa  ai  things,  than  that  it  should  be  conferred 
directly  by  an  occasional  act  of  Omnipotence. 

If  there  be  anything  in  the  foregoing  sheets  eondneive  towards  explain- 
ing  how  this  may  come  to  pass  l^  means  of  the  ^iritual  body  and  the 
general  interests,  it  will  deserve  their  conaideration  ■  bnt  by  whatever  process 
they  arrive  at  their  concloston,  it  will  behove  thera  to  proceed  catinly  and 
cautiously,  that  there  be  no  breaks  nor  weak  places  in  the  line,  to  examine 
well  their  several  deductions  to  see  they  follow  closely  and  evidently  front 
one  ancAhcf.  Thia  conviction  being  wdl  established,  there  need  no  longer 
be  retained  any  thougbt  of  S^:  for  it  is  not  uncommon  in  the  investiga- 
tions of  Teaaoa,  for  assent  to  pass  by  translation  from  the  premises  to  the 
conclnaion,  which  from  thenceforwBud  takes  the  nature  c^  a  self-evident 
truth,  assented  to  upon  inspection  without  aid  of  any  proofs  to  support  it : 
and  so  desire  is  frequently  translated  from  an  end  to  the  means  believed 
oertainly  conducive  towards  it,  which  thencefbrth  become  an  immediate  ob- 
ject of  desif  e,  exciting  an  appetite  thereto  without  thought  of  the  end  that 
first  made  them  desirable.  Therefore  in  whomsoever  the  translation  is 
pofeotly  formed  by  having  thoroughly  satjefied  his  judgment,  that  consult* 
ing  the  divine  glory  ia  consulting  bis  own  truest  interests,  the  latter  object 
may  safely  be  discarded  as  superfldoos  and  cumbersome  to  his  thonghts, 
amd  following  of  course  upon  the  former,  which  he  will  take  up  as  his 
ruling  prind^e  of  action,  the  main  inteotion  wherein  all  his  schemes  and 


.  &.  But  bare  conviction,  how  trell  soever  estaUished  in  the  underttand- 
ingt  will  oat  suffice,  aa  resting  in  specolation  alone ;  for  it  is  apt  to  grow 
la^jinid  and  feeble  by  time  or  be  overwhelmed  by  continnal  converse  tunoag 
objects  of  a  different  kind,  and  it  is  notorious  we  have  often  a  very  Mnt 
sense  of  tilings  we  are  fiilly  convinced  in  our  judgments  to  be  true.  Titers 
fore  the  next  step  in  the  progress  towards  perfection  I  conceive  most  be, 
by  turning  the  convictiou  into  an  habitual  and  lively  persuasion,  possessing 
the  ima^natiuu  strongly  wkfa  what  was  evident  to  the  nnderetaniling  be- 
fore i  by  which  way  only  it  will  become  a  practictd  principle  of  action. 

For  persuasion  ie  the  firing  that  constantly  actuates  onr  conduct ;  om 
pleuaree,  our  pains,  and  onr  denres,  except  the  lew  exdted  immedktdy 
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by  fteneatioiu,  ftnee  from  an  innigiDRtbD  that  the  thin;  dcMftd  will  jvore 
Mtiifsctory  in  the  poueasion,  wfaidi  gines  &  present  pleosore  m  adrance 
made  towards  it,  aiid  an  nueasinen  on  bong'  obetntcted  in  our  pMnge. 
And  though  many  of  our  common  deaires  are  delnane,  beeaue  fiz)i)|>  upon 
ol^ecti  th^  will  not  prove  Mtitfactor?  whea  obtaiiwd,  yet  while  apprefaaided 
ntiafactory  they  will  have  the  lame  effect  upon  oar  mind  and  our  motion*, 
aa  if  they  were  really  ao. 

Now  pemiaaion  in  mattera  relative  to  Rdigion  ia  termed  Faith,  aa  I  hare 
already  ezplained  in  the  Chapter  vpon  that  artide  :  when  fi>llowin^  upon 
the  b^  use  of  what  understanding  we  hsre,  it  is  a  rirht  and  nving  Faith ; 
when  boilt  opoD  [H^adke,  paaaioa,  or  Tanity,  it  is  a  ndse  foith,  a  anpereti- 
tion,  or  herasy.  Therefore  the  judgment  bting  well  satisfied  of  die  uni- 
verul  dominiou  of  Providence,  of  the  divine  GoodoMS  Mowing  all  tWt^ 
for  the  greateat  hoppineM  of  the  a-eatkn,  of  the  eoBnectkm  of  intewts 
among  ue  enUurcB,  that  doing  the  Wilt  <k  God  with  ■ntentkHi  m  to  do  is 
inoomparably  more  advantageona  than  doing  it  accidertaBy  and  nnknow- 
io^y,  that  every  act  of  audi  dung  will  redound  to  some  benefit  of  Ae  per- 
ftmner,  and  tliat  the  t^^lowy  of  acttona  to  the  greater  good  or  pleaavre  of 
otir  feliow-aeatorea  here  qioii  eartli  ie  am-  nre  direction  to  know  what  is 
agreeable  to  his  Will ;  these  point*  having  gained  foil  credit  m  the  nnder- 
atanding,  the  bvstncM  will  M  to  aoqaiie  «  stroog  mid  atcadfiut  MUi  in 
them,  that  they  may  rise  apootaneondy  to  the  imaginauon  with  a  stiUdng 
vigour  and  mtreserved  aaaent ;  from  whence  will  natmally  grow  a  aerane 
wunistmatfid  Hoft,  and  a  nneere  noivereal  Charity. 

Now  the  pmctice  of  religiona  exerciae  bamng,  as  ma  ahown  in  the  fi>re' 
going  Chapters,  a  powerful  efficacy  to  torn  oonviotion  into  perauMon,  and 
stre^lthen  the  thewogical  virtnce.  the  praficieat  in  monl  or  Cbinian  wta- 
dom  wiU  be  duly  aeMdnons  in  prayer,  meditation,  reading,  or  hsariag,  and 
all  other  divine  services,  with  a  view  to  invigmMe  his  bitii  tbenby.  And 
he  will  enter  upon  them  with  that  kAb  inttoticm :  not  with  the  imagfaMisR 
of  their  doing  a  real  service  or  giving  a  raal  pkaanra  to  Ood  himwilf  nor 
of  their  being  an  indispenBable  oUmtion,  nor  in  dread  of  inoMTtng  Ua 
vengeance  upiHi  omitting  them,  ace  for  gaining  dw  credit  of  Snntahip,  nor 
for  the  sake  of  sarpaasing  o^era,  nor  becaoae  erteeming  them  good  in 
themsdves ;  but  in  expectation  of  fixing  the  love  of  God  deqwr  in  hia 
own  heart,  and  improving  hi*  diqwsitica  to  labom'  in  all  things  for  the 
divine  Glory. 

I  am  not  unapprised  that  fear,  obligation,  abame,  and  the  deaire  of  excel- 
ling must  be  employed  eometimea  and  witii  some  persons ;  for  where  Ae 
tnte  principle  is  wantiog  we  mast  supply  ita  place  with  mcb  enecadaaeww 
as  can  be  got,  but  tbey  are  only  succedauemna  very  impcvfeetly  anawefin^ 
the  porpoee  expected  fnun  than,  nor  is  devotion  ever  *o  completely  accept* 
able,  as  when  performed  vipou  inclination,  because  apprehended  a  profltabte 
exercise.  It  is  the  want  erf  this  intention  that  makes  people  rigfateoua  onr- 
mueh,  which  can  never  be  unless  a  mistakeB  nt^tOtovuatm  placed  in  the 
very  acts  of  devotioa,  aiMl  not  in  the  habitual  tenor  of  mind  to  be  fno- 
doMd  thereby.  Which  habit  may  be  compared  to  the  pulse  in  the  bnman 
body,  supplying  life  and  vigour  to  the  whole,  giving  tlM  spring  to  all  mo- 
t)i»B  as  wdl  Datural  as  voluntary,  working  smoothly  and  uniformly,  and 
coQtinwng  constantly  to  beat  even  at  timea  vdiea  we  do  not  percetve  it. 
But  nqtturea,  tranHwrts,  and  eeataaiee  may  be  compared  to  bnndy :  it  k 
an  exoellent  oordiu  when  the  stomach  b  csid  or  the  apiiits  fstig*ed.  and 
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my  be  prescribed  •oinewbat  oc^owly  to  lumpish  phlegmatic  conititations ; 
but  the  contiiiaa]  ase  tt  it  will  inbllibly  weaken  the  pnlae,  and  enervate  the 
body,  orertiirowing  that  vea7  porpoae  it  waa  first  given  to  promote. 

T  has  we  see  it  is  not  merely  the  sincerity  but  the  rectitude  of  intention 
which  ^ves  the  fiill  value  to  oar  most  }»otte  performances,  for  as  St.  I^ul 
declared,  that  if  we  had  all  foith  so  that  we  could  remove  iDOaataiu  yet 
have  not  charity,  it  is  nothing ;  lo  if  we  rise  early  to  pray,  and  sing  psohns 
every  third  boor  of  the  day,  whi^  beapealcs  a  Btnmg  fai^  of  some  sort  or 
other,  able  to  remove  the  moantains  of  indolence  standing  in  the  way  of 
■ttch  laborloae  exercises,  yet  if  there  be  not  a  reaaonabte  pron>ect  of  in- 
creasing  our  love  of  God  and  of  our  neigbbonr  thereby,  and  uey  be  not 
sndcrti^eD  with  that  intention,  they  are  not  genuine  righteownesB,  and 
conaeqaenQy  may  be  done  orer-moch. 

Therefore  a  rightty-aimcd  intentioa  will  prove  a  gnidanoe  both  in  the 
maimer  and  neaevre  of  oar  religions  dntiec ;  I  do  not  expect  that  evwry 
aaan  ^oold  prcaently  dieoem  their  pwticniar  uses  by  bis  own  jndgment, 
therefore  let  him  follow  the  rales  of  his  Choreh,  and  example  of  p«w>BB 
whose  charaoter  be  has  an  opinion  of;  presuning  they  were  foonded  npon 
good  reasons  tboi^h  he  may  not  see  tiiem ;  but  kt  him  observe  their  effKt 
NpoD  his  own  miod  as  he  usee  them,  and  if  upon  competent  trial  he  finds 
they  add  nothing  to  bis  hope  in  the  {nvtection  and  dispeasatioDB  trf  Provi- 
dence, his  heartiness  of  charity  towards  God  and  towards  man,  and  that 
waami  faith  in  the  Attribatee  which  is  the  aapport  of  the  other  two,  ranch 
0kore  if  they  make  him  gloomy,  mistrastfo),  de^toodii^,  peeviA,  censo-^ 
noes,  vain  of  his  piety,  or  remiss  in  the  daties  of  tus  station  or  common 
intcrooviea  vi  kindness,  he  may  be  atsored  of  having  be^i  faulty  in  tbe 
perfuwaoce,  or  titat  they  are  not  for  hia  parpose,  but  better  forboriM  than 


6.  Bat  many  a  man  feels  a  rtnmg  diqnsition  to  righteoouiees  during 
tbe  aotemnity  of  a  church  service,  or  pions  meditarioas  of  hia  cloaet,  wbidi 
qoit^ly  vanishes  away  when  he  becomes  imrneraed  again  in  his  crdinary 
ocoBpationt :  nor  can  it  ever  be  known  whether  a  virtue  be  com^Jetely 
fcrnied,  or  yet  but  in  its  embryo  state,  while  kept  fostaed  by  the  helps  that 
Helicon  affords,  until  it  can  subsist  by  its  own  strength  amid  the  biu<t)e  of 
woildty  eenoeraa :  and  when  once  idile  to  act  of  itself  will  gather  more 
vigour  and  robnitness  by  its  ^Kmtaneoas  efforts  in  good  wwks,  than  it 
ooald  have  done  under  the  most  carefdl  nnrture.  EW  this  resMD  it  may 
be  presumed  that  God  has  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  so  much  attend- 
ance to  sensible  ot^eets;  for  it  bad  cost  nothing  to  Omnipotaice  to  have 
provided  »s  food  and  dothiog  ae  well  as  air  to  tn^he,  without  any  care  or 
troaUe  of  oer  own  to  procure  them,  that  we  might  have  had  oar  whole 
Maore  to  emi^oy  in  praisee  and  adorattons  in  the  manner  the  Seraphs  are 
owrently  e]^posed  to  do.  But  he  has  so  eonetitated  our  nature,  as  to  be 
made  perfect  by  trials,  temptations,  and  avocations :  therefore,  though  we 
are  not  to  eeek  temptatkma  purpoedy,  yet  have  we  mnse  to  rejaiee  at  tbem 
when  sent  by  Providence,  becanae  then  there  ia  also  a  way  provided  for  onr 
caoape  id  better  plight  than  when  we  fell  into  diem. 

ne  condition  of  homan  natore  upon  earth,  and  everything  bekmging 
Acieto,  ii  of  divine  appointment,  and  vre  may  trust  the  Power  ead  Wisdom 
of  God  for  having  se>  ordered  it,  as  tlial  in  every  particular  it  cootribatea 
some  way  or  oAer  to  his  Ghny ;  therefore  in  all  our  oceupalionB  there  is 
aoaiething  relative  to  that  end.  and  it  is  oar  business  to  god  out  the  re- 
ference ;  far  though  we  may  answer  the  end  nndesignedly,  yet  it  has  been 
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shown  abore,  that  doing  *hat  God  ib  williag  ilionld  be  dooe  is  pot  doing 

hie  Will,  unlesB  dieceraed  to  be  tuch,  and  entered  npon  with  that  intenlkm. 

Hence  in  erery  measure  lying  under  our  option,  there  is  a  right  or  a 
wfong  coorae  to  be  taken ;  the  right  ia  that  which  to  the  best  of  oar  die- 
cemment  will  tend  to  sdd  something-,  great  or  small,  nearly  or  remotely,  to 
the  good  of  the  creatures,  wherein  Uie  Glory  of  God  ia  manifested.  Nor 
need  we  be  disheartened  at  the  triflingneaa  of  the  addition,  ior  it  was  aH 
that  the  opportunity  given  as  would  allow,  it  was  all  that  was  wanted  for 
us  to  do ;  'while  we  da  oar  best  upon  the  oocaainn,  we  do  the  whole  of  our 
duty  in  that  instance,  and  both  follow  and  strengthen  our  main  intottioD  as 
well  in  trifles,  as  in  matters  of  greater  moment. 

7.  He  man  then  whom  we  ore  attempting  to  describe,  will  endeavour 
to  lay  out  his  whole  plcm  of  conduct  npon  one  basis,  beginning  with  the 
principal  branches  irom  whence  die  rest  are  to  grow :  he  will  anrrey  his 
talents,  his  improvements,  his  circomstances,  and  situatitHi  of  life,  in  order 
to  discern  how  they  may  be  beet  turned  to  answer  his  main  intention,  not 
esteemmg  it  necessary  to  do  important  services,  but  to  acquit  himsdf  ot 
those  whereto  he  is  suited,  be  they  greater  or  leas.  For  noUung  is  insig- 
nificant in  the  hand  of  Providence,  who  periects  mighty  works  by  a  m^ 
titnde  of  agents,  and  assigns  a  necessary  share  tlierein  to  the  feeblest,  so 
that  the  common  labonrer  and  the  dairy  maid  performing  their  part  well, 
are  of  equal  importance  in  the  eye  of  heaven  with  the  king  and  the  hero. 

Having  fixed  upon  hia  way  of  life,  end  principal  courses  of  eraploym«it, 
he  will  next  conuder  what  aids  he  may  avail  himself  of  for  earn  tng  him 
through  them  ;  well  knowing  that  everything  is  not  to  be  done  by  mere  dic- 
tate of  anderstanding,  but  recourse  must  be  had  to  i^q^etite,  habit,  and  ima- 
gination, to  execute  what  revson  has  planned  out.  For  Qod  and  natare  hca 
given  us  various  appetites,  and  the  situation  in  society  wherein  Providence 
has  placed  us  throws  upon  us  many  aims  and  desires  which  we  imbibe  by 
example  and  sympathy  before  we  have  any  judgmmt  to  choose  among  them : 
but  those  qtriugs  of  action  furnished  by  nature,  or  fabrircated  by  the  cootms 
of  Providence,  must  be  presumed  to  have  some  good  use :  on  the  other 
hand,  oontinnal  experience  testifies,  that  they  often  take  an  nnlndiy  biaa 
destructive  of  oor  principal  deugn. 

Hierefore  die  bosiness  is  not  to  eradicate  a[q)etite,  nor  thorn  propensitiea 
we  catch  from  the  wm-ld,  for  then  we  shall  make  no  progress  in  anytbuig 
we  take  in  hand,  but  to  study  how  they  may  be  employed  moat  effectually  to 
answer  some  good  purpose :  that  if  possible  they  may  never  nm  riot,  nor 
begin  their  play  spontaneously,  bnt  constantly  take  the  train  that  discretion 
and  prudence  have  put  them  into.  So  he  will  cnltivate  snoh  dcaire  of  adf- 
preserv&don,  of  health,  of  accomplishment,  of  the  acoommodations  and  con- 
veniences of  life,  of  advancement,  of  success  in  his  profession,  of  approfa*' 
tion  and  credit,  such  moral  senses,  inoUnations,  and  tastes,  as  may  keep  him 
steady  and  best  lielp  hiin  forward  in  the  way  wherein  he  may  be  most  uadiil 
to  himself,  and  others  with  whom  he  has  any  connection ;  always  prefcriing 
the  more  beneficial  desire  before  the  less,  so  as  to  hasard  life,  or  health,  or 
reputation,  or  ease,  whenever  the  prosecution  of  some  more  valnable  good 
shall  so  require.  If  pains  and  tronbles  fidl  upon  him,  or  toilsome  tasks  re- 
quire his  dispatch,  he  will  strive  to  go  through  them  with  as  little  reluctance 
and  disquietude  of  mind  as  posuble ;  for  God  sends  not  evils  to  afflict  his 
creatures,  bnt  fot  some  gracioiui  purpose,  and  whoever  receives  them  as 
BDch,  and  can  preserve  the  most  tranquillity  under  them,  beat  folfilshis  wjH 
and  promotes  his  glory.     Nor  will  he  despise  the  embdliahmcBU,  enjoy- 
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tnenta,  and  plemMira  of  life,  nor  those  little  arts  and  modes  which  conhibate 
to  increaM  them :  for  the  glory  of  God  is  manifested  in  the  happiness  of  the 
creatures,  bnt  bappiaess  Goosists  in  the  aggregate  of  pleasores ;  therefore 
evKy  smallest  pleasure  being  mnocent,  that  is,  tinprodnctive  of  any  subee- 
quent  misdiief,  is  a  mite  added  to  the  enm  of  haj^ineis,  and  i^atevertends 
to  promote  it,  does  not  only  not  contradict,  but  is  an  actual  fiirtherance  of 
his  main  intention. 

Bnt  beetdefi  the  direct  addition  to  happiness  that  innocent  pleasures  make 
6f  themselves,  they  may  enter  aa  parts  into  some  of  the  principallioei  of  the 
design  :  for  they  give  a  motion  and  briskness  to  the  bosinesa  of  mankind, 
they  promote  commerce  and  encourage  indnatry,  tbey  find  employment  for 
the  time,  vbet  ingenuity,  aiford  room  for  prudence  and  diecretiDn  in  the 
management  for  obtaining  them,  they  associate  men  more  closely  tc^ether, 
bring  them  better  acqoaiated  with  one  another's  characters,  capacities,  and 
ways,  assist  the  growth  of  charity,  make  them  readier  and  more  capable  to 
join  in  any  important  work  ;  they  help  to  preserve  the  health,  to  keep  the 
vital  jnkes  from  stagnating,  and  the  spirits  from  languor ;  nor  is  it  a  small 
service  they  do  even  towards  strengthening  our  religious  sentiments  by 
qn-eadiag  a  serenity  and  cheerfulness  over  the  mind.  For  we  are  more 
strongly  affected  with  what  we  feel,  than  what  lies  only  in  prospect  before 
Hs ;  most  of  our  discontents,  om*  mnrmurings,  and  distrusts  arise  from  some 
grinding  uneanness  or  apprehension  of  danger  hanging  over  us,  but  when  the 
heart  is  at  ease  within  itself,  it  can  take  a  fair  survey  of  the  blessings  of 
Providence,  behold  with  a  hearty  thank^ving  that  bonnty  whidi  is  indul- 
gent even  to  present  gratificatiaQ,  and  be  in  good  humour  with  all  around,  de- 
lighting to  commanitnte  the  joy  he  feels ;  which  must  avail  conuderably  to 
strengthen  om-  faith,  to  enliven  onr  hope,  and  increase  our  charity. 

8.  Thus  the  common  oocupatioas  of  life,  the  appetites,  the  ordinary  pnr- 
Bnits  of  the  world,  the  femiliar  intercourse  among  society,  the  propensity  to 
diversion  and  amusements  being  capable  of  yielding  salutary  fruits,  oar 
leaniOT  in  holiness  will  contrive  how  he  may  sanctify  them  all  by  turning 
them  to  some  profitable  account.  He  will  form  general  rules,  dinde  them 
into  others,  and  from  thence  by  many  sabdivisions  under  one  another,  fiir- 
aish  himself  with  motives  for  every  occasion  that  is  likely  to  happen. 

Bat  he  need  not  carry  the  whole  chain  perpetually  in  his  head,  for  if  he 
be  careful  to  hang  the  several  links  npon  each  other  without  Entering  any 
passion,  or  prejudice,  or  secret  propensity  to  slip  its  own  line  into  his  hanc^ 
tbey  will  carry  a  general  idea  of  being  right,  and  he  will  acquire  an  expert- 
neaa  of  judgment  or  moral  sense  enabling  him  to  distingmsh  the  right  and 
wrong  in  every  action,  upon  view,  without  wanting  to  r^r  back  to  the  first 
foundation.  And  whatever  is  done  with  a  consciousness  of  being  right  nptm 
the  Dccasioo,  may  be  oonnted  done  upon  the  grand  principle  from  whence 
the  opinion  of  its  rectitnde  was  derived,  even  though  appetite  and  imig;iDa- 
tion  shoald  be  the  actuating  springs :  becMue  in  this  case  Uiey  do  not  act 
originally  by  their  own  impnlee,  bat  as  agents  employed  in  executing  the 
work  assigned  them. 

fiat  there  being  a  difficulty  in  working  downvrards  from  his  highest  (tim, 
to  deduce  methodically  from  thence  all  die  motives  which  are  to  guide  him 
in  the  common  transactianH  of  life,  he  will  find  it  often  expedient  to  proceed 
the  contrary  way,  eudeayooringtohanghie  ordinary  employments  iqyon  that 
aim,  by  observatian  of  the  reference  they  bear  tiiereto,  and  contideiration  of 
what  conseqnenoe  must  fbUow  upon  their  omiasioa.   If  he  were  to  give  over 
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bis  trade  or  profession,  would  the  vorid  be  better  aappUed  for  hit  itMctivitr  t 
if  he  conld  throw  aside  all  desire  of  profit  or  oredit  in  his  prafeaeioa,  abotdd 
he  proceed  in  it  u  briskly  and  efiectnally  ?  if  he  sings  paalma  every  third 
hour,  and  perpetnally  hunts  sermons  to  hear  preatdiing  of  CliriM  and  him 
cmciJGed,  will  it  make  him  more  indaetrions  or  expert  ia  his  business,  or  in 
any  way  more  tervioeable  to  his  feUow-creatnres  ?  Were  he  careless  of  his 
health  or  his  estate,  or  negligent  in  bis  economy,  wonld  any  benefit  redonnd 
therefrom  to  himielf  or  the  public,  or  any  ^ory  to  God  ?  Should  he  bestow 
all  his  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  why  should  not  that  which  is  a  duty  and  a 
praise  to  him,  be  so  to  ottker  people  ?  and  if  all  othen  did  the  same,  would 
tiie  poor  be  more  industrious,  or  the  world  better  suiqtlied  with  accomnin- 
dationa  and  necersariee,  or  the  honest  trader,  who  does  not  deal  in  commo- 
dities wanted  by  the  poor,  have  better  onstom  i  Had  men  no  attention  to 
self-interest  in  making  bai^ains,  woold  there  be  leas  imposition,  or  moi« 
tagucity,  or  truer  estimation  of  things  pasain^  in  commerce  i  Were  they 
tamely  to  put  up  with  all  injuria.  oTCrlock  all  misdemeanors,  nor  seek  n* 
dress  finm  the  law  upon  any  occasion,  would  good,  order,  honesty,  and  jus- 
tice abound  more  in  the  world  ?  Did  he  forbMr  laying  out  a  gulden,  oma- 
mentin?  his  house,  or  taking  a  tour  of  diversion  he  is  inclined  to,  should  he 
bestow  his  time,  his  thonghts,  or  his  money  to  better  purpose,  either  of  his 
own  or  of  the  public,  in  any  other  way  ?  Did  be  surcease  the  common  dvi. 
Uties  and  little  intercourses  of  kindness  practised  among  actjuaintance,  would 
he  have  better  Insure  to  perfbnu  more  important  services  i  and  if  these 
things  have  their  nses,  is  there  not  a  use  in  learning  the  forms  and  rule* 
which  may  render  him  expert  in  them  ?  Did  he  abstain  from  all  diversion 
and  pleasure,  should  he  pass  the  minntes  saved  &om  them  with  more  solace 
of  mind,  or  greater  enxdumoit  to  himself  or  others ;  and  could  they  be  plea- 
sure* were  he  totally  to  damp  that  taste  and  appetite  which  constitute  their 
essence? 

9.  Haring  by  snch  inqniriea  satisfied  himself  that  all  these  thing*  in 
their  proper  seasons,  are  nearly  or  remotely  subaervient  in  some  dqpree  to 
the  main  end,  he  will  strive  to  comprehend  them  all  within  bis  wcbtiae, 
marshalling  each  in  due  order,  attentive  to  important  advantages  wbtn  c^  - 
portunity  serves,  but  on  failure  of  hui^,  esteeming  every  little  profit  that  may 
be  made  upon  the  occasion,  be  it  no  more  than  that  of  a  tranaient  amusmie&t, 
worthy  bis  notice.  And  as  in  every  engagement,  how  trifling  soever,  there 
ia  an  aim  to  be  pursued,  he  will  apply  such  judgment  and  obserraitoe  to 
attain  it  as  the  object  deserves ;  bot  having  well  aetUed  the  refermoe  hta 
under  aims  bear  to  the  principal,  he  will  follow  them  sevcnlly  for  the  time, 
taking  that  for  the  line  (rf  rectitode  which  will  conduct  moat  eSectoally  to 
Us  iH'eeent  purpose. 

By  this  means  his  outward  deportment  will  appear  fm-  the  most  part 
notluflg  difierent  from  the  carnal  and  w(»ldly-minded ;  bccanae  he  wiU  fol- 
low the  same  pursuits  and  oco^Mtioiis,  proceed  under  the  same  views,  be 
actuated  by  (he  same  ap[ietites-and  desires,  partake  in  the  same  ogagemcBta 
and  amusemKits.  For  Providence  has  so  moulded  the  dceires  aod  inclina- 
tion* of  men,  that  those  who  act  primarily  upon  their  impadie  advance  the 
GiMy  of  God  by  contributing  to  the  good,  the  scoommodatioo,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  their  fdlow-creature* :  yet  they  do  not  hia  Will,  beceiMe  not  dia- 
ceniing  It  to  be  aueb,  nor  making' that  the  motive  for  taking  up  the  other 
motive*  whiiA  sBsocssivcly  infinence  them.  Wheraaa  he  who  deuvee  hie 
Infdrior  aims  from  that  ■ptiaoftm,  and  sufos  tbem  to  pfeveU  with  him  be- 
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txam  bearing  a  reference  thereto,  though  he  has  nothing  of  God  nor  reli- 
gioua  rabgecta  in  hiithoaghtBduringthe  prosecution  ofthem,  may  be  coanted 
doing  the  Will  of  God ;  becante  if  at  any  time  they  speared  contradictory 
thereto,  he  could  and  would  withstand  them  i  and  to  be  paying  that  obedi- 
ence which  i*  better  than  sacrifice,  and  which  sacrifice  ia  no  otijerwise  good, 
thiHt  to  bring  the  mind  into.  Hence  it  becomea  manifest,  that  Religion  is 
no  andi  melancholy,  l^wrioae,  austere,  rmnantic,  and  forbidding  thing,  aa 
too  commonly  imagined,  and  that  it  ever  appears  so,  is  owing  to  the  rags 
of  disguise  sown  upon  it  by  craft,  by  error,  superstition,  enthaBiasm,  and  in- 
considerate zeal.  For  the  common  buaii>e«*  of  life,  the  cares  ot  oar  health, 
of  onr  possessions,  of  our  repntation,  our  prudence  in  dealings,  our  oonteQ' 
tiona,  and  animadTEntona,  may  be  brought  to  bear  a  part  in  it ;  onr  appe- 
tites, tastes,  aversions,  and  aoqnired  habits,  may  beemployed  in  its  service ; 
onr  familiar  intercoorses,  our  customary  modes  and  formt  of  bebavionr,  onr 
recreations,  amusements,  and  pleasures,  may  be  mttde  subservient  to  it;  and 
we  may  many  times  be  serving  God  by  doing  the  same  things  that  are  done 
by  those  who  never  have  him  in  their  thoughts.  It  forbida  us  no  pleasures, 
bnt  such  as  we  should  me  for  in  the  consequences ;  it  enjoins  us  no  labours, 
Init  sadi  as  a  prudent  man  would  ^adly  undertake  far  the  profits  accruing 
from  them ;  it  drives  into  no  troubles,  that  are  not  the  purcbape  of  greater 
enjoyments ;  it  doubles  the  relish  of  innocent  pleasures,  by  a  thankful  and 
joyfhl  reflection  upon  that  bounty  from  whence  they  flow;  it  hghtens  the 
infirmities  of  nature  and  pressures  of  fortune,  by  teaching  us  to  consider 
tiiem  as  necessary  burdens  for  some  important  service  whereof  we  shall  share 
in  the  advantage,  and  to  strive  for  our  present  tranquillity  of  mind  in  sup- 
porting them  manfully,  it  finds  constant  engagement  for  our  attention,  be- 
cause  in  every  situation  there  is  something  to  be  done  which  we  may  esteem 
a  profit  gained. 

For  God  and  reason  bid  ns  be  happy,  and  religion  is  hut  the  science  of 
attaining  happiness ;  while  pursuing  onr  real  advantages,  and  contriving 
wisely  to  increase  onr  stock  of  pleasures,  we  do  his  will :  it  is  only  when  for 
want  of  thought  and  contrivance,  or  of  resolution,  we  firilow  present  plea- 
anre  in  prefisrence  to  greater  which  will  be  lost  thereby,  that  we  disobey  and 
dishonour  him :  so  that  we  may  say  no  man  #ver  yet  ofiended  his  Maker, 
merely  by  pleasing  himself,  but  by  overlooking  those  evil  consequences 
which  iBch  indulgence  will  draw  behind.  Whoever,  therefore,  has  arrived 
at  such  knowledge  of  the  uses  and  tendencies  of  rdigion,  as  will  make  him 
discern  it  to  be,  what  it  really  is,  the  true  art  of  pleasure,  need  no  longer 
think  of  duty  or  obligation ;  for  i^n  the  idea  of  duty  is  gone  by  b^g 
turned  into  inclination  and  prospect  of  advantage  in  those  particulars  which 
were  the  objects  of  it,  no  damage  can  ensue  from  the  loss. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  urged,  that  such  discernment  is  not  presently  to  be 
gained :  I  believe  it  is  not,  nor  is  any  science  or  skill  I  ever  beard  of  to  be 
acquired  without  time  and  application,  and  during  the  progress  there  will 
be  doubts,  difficulties,  and  perplexities,  which  yet  will  gradually  lessen.  But 
men  are  so  unreasonable  tiiey  expect  to  bay  understanding  and  sentiments 
aa  they  do  wares,  ready  made,  at  a  shop  :  if  they  give  orders  to  their  up- 
holder to  fumitk  a  house,  as  soon  as  he  has  sent  in  what  is  proper,  they 
find  themselves  instantly  in  possessitm  of  every  thing  useful  and  convenient 
llor  a  fumly :  so  they  expect  that  by  nmning  ever  a  book  of  morality  by 
way  of  amusement,  conorily,  forgetting  each  page  as  they  go  on  to  the  next, 
it  shoold,  like  the  upholder,  witboot  further  care  <rf  their  own,  immediateiy 
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throw  iu,  as  it  were  by  inepinttion,  all  the  good  qoslitie*  reoomroeaded 
therein.  But  all  the  exhortations  and  reasonings  in  the  world  will  avail  no- 
thing without  a  spirit  of  industry  tu  weigh,  to  digest,  and  practise  them. 

For  it  is  imposuble  to  ooinpile  a  system  of  roles  and  instrootioBs  that 
ihall  suit  all  capacities  and  emswer  all  occasions,  but  tlie  learner  must  add 
something  from  liis  own  fund  to  accommodate  them  to  his  particular  nae. 
Or  coald  he  be  supplied  with  a  perfect  Vade  mecnm  to  carry  ia  hia  podwt. 
which  ahonld  contain  directions  for  every  minute  case  of  conduct  that  could 
happen,  be  would  go  like  a  hcHse  guided  by  whip  and  bridle,  nor  have  any 
use  at  all  for  his  ovra  observation  and  understanding. 

But  what  was  our  judgment  given  us  for,  unless  to  exercise  it  ?  and 
what  better  have  we  to  do,  than  employ  it  for  our  own  benefit  ?  Whoever 
has  such  a  listlesaness  as  never  to  stir  spontaneously,  can  oa\y  be  roused  by 
terrror,  duty,  and  oblation,  and  must  be  kept  drudging  under  those  severe 
task-maeters,  until  experience  and  practise  shall  bring  him  to  a  diecemmeid 
of  benefit,  and  a  liking  to  the  work.  But  where  tliere  is  a  willingness,  I 
conceive  that  as  all  the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  the  Go^>el  are  said  to  hang 
upon  Charity,  so  by  continually  obeerving  the  tendencies  of  actions  and  de- 
pendencies of  aims  upon  one  another,  he  may  hang  both  his  greater  achauesv 
and  bis  occasional  mutivos  of  b^iaviour,  upon  that  one  purpose  of  perform- 
ing the  full  part  assigned  him,  in  adi^ncing  the  Glory  of  God,  and  good  of 
the  creation. 

10.  Nevertheless,  there  is  great  caution  to  be  used,  that  we  do  not  mis- 
take the  real  dependency  of  our  under  aims,  nor  bncy  them  hanging  upon 
their  proper  centre,  only  because  they  happen  to  lie  iu  the  line  pointing  di- 
rectly towards  it ;  for  gross  mistakes  of  this  kind  are  cmnmitted  daily.  I 
have  declared  all  along,  and  cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  nothing  is  mor* 
deceitful  than  the  heart  of  man,  nor  harder  for  him  to  discover  upon  many 
occasions,  than  his  own  true  motives  of  coikduct.  We  are  apt  to  take  any 
reasons  that  may  be  alleged  in  justification  erf  our  actions  for  the  reasons  in- 
ducing ua  to  perform  them,  and  if  some  unthought-of  good  dwnld  result 
therefrom,  are  sure  to  claim  the  merit  to  ourselves.  The  merclumt  boasts 
that  he  supplies  the  public  with  useful  commodities,  finds  employment  for 
industrious  poor,  nurses  up  seamen,  and  increases  the  customs ;  but  it  may 
be  those  benefits  were  purely  accidental,  and  the  sole  motive  carrying  him 
through  all  his  toils  was  that  of  amassing  riches.  Hie  sailor  gloriea  in 
having  spread  the  fame  of  his  country,  and  made  her  a  terror  to  remotest 
nations  of  the  globe ;  bat  perhaps  the  objects  in  his  view  during  the  serviea 
were  none  other  than  pay  and  prize-money.  The  politician  is  ueceasary  to 
preserve  order  and  good  government  in  the  nation ;  yet  possibly  the  natioa 
might  never  be  half  so  much  in  his  thoughts  as  his  own  power  and  aggran- 
dieement.  Our  indecent  and  outrageous  champions  for  liberty  may  have 
given  occasion  to  some  little  further  security  being  added  to  it ;  yet  I  fear 
the  love  of  constitutional  liberty  is  so  little  their  passion,  that  they  do  not 
so  much  as  know  what  it  is.  Therefore  it  is  not  enough  that  ouracti«» 
yield  a  real  profit  without  having  good  ground  of  assurance  that  they  were 
really  entered  upon  with  that  view,  or  some  derivative  view  or  impulse 
licensed  and  encouraged,  becmise  being  judged  conducive  thereto. 

But  when  i^prized  how  strong  ddnsion  the  mind  is  prone  to  fall  into 
upon  this  article,  we  cannot  be  too  frequent  nor  too  careful  in  pTain^jning  oar 
motives  closely,  tracing  them  severally  to  their  source,  and  observing  what 
variety  of  them  might  be  '"**i'*~^"g  upon  each  particular  oocMion.  For  I 
have  so  good  an  opinion  of  mankind  as  to  believe  the  rule  of  rectitude  does 


by  Google 


DOING  ALL  FOR  THE  GLORY  OP  GOD.  417 

idways  prevail  with  them,  where  then  ia  not  Mtme  secret  bins  pre-occupying, 
or  drawing  a  contrary  way. 

Therefore  if  we  can  certainly  know  what  mnat  have  been  onr  motive  or. 
Biotivea;  if  it  were  not  the  right  one,  and  areconscions  of  having  gone  con- 
trary to  them  all,  this'seenu  the  finneet  ground  we  can  have  to  boitd  the  as- 
soranoe  above  mentioned  upon.  If  the  merchant  has  slipped  an  opportunity 
of  gain  becanee  it  might  have  proved  deoimental  to  the  public ;  if  the  da- 
morons  patriot  has  ever  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  liberty  to  speak  well 
of  pwsons  he  doea  not  Uke,  to  renst  an  impulse  of  vanity,  envy,  or  petu- 
lance ;  in  those  instances  they  may  claim  the  merit  of  having  acted  upon  a 
motive  of  rectitude ;  mid  if  they  have  frequently  done  so,  may  be  satisfied 
of  having  a  right  principle  of  conduct.  For  as  the  weight  of  goods 
cannot  be  better  ascertained  than  by  weighing  other  things  of  certain 
standard  agiunet  them,  ao  the  strength  of  our  principles  ia  beet  evidenced 
by  their  success  in  overpowering  their  eDtagoniats.  And  that  our  principle 
Boay  be  able  to  cope  with  all  antagonists,  it  will  behove  us  sednlonsly  to  em- 
ploy every  opportunity  fiv  nourishing  and  strengthening  it,  first  by  often 
reviewing  the  grounds  of  conviction  recomm^iding  it  to  onr  judgment  as 
tfie  jewel  above  all  price,  the  sure  fountain  of  happiness ;  then  by  pnrening 
Ae  methods  efficacious  for  turning  that  conviction  into  persuasion,  among 
which  in  the  foremost  rank  stand  our  reli^ous  exercises  oF  all  kinds,  as  weU 
of  the  Chnrcb  as  the  closet,  of  adoration  as  meditation,  which  were  given 
for  that  purpose,  and  avail  to  none  other,  nor  need  they  to  make  them  in- 
nthnidily  valuable. 

-  Ilierdbre  oi^ht  we  to  be  duly  assiduous  in  the  practice  of  them,  and 
that  we  may  be  so,  neititer  excessive  nor  deficient  in  the  measure,  neither 
inpetuous  nor  careless  in  the  manner,  it  will  be  necessary  to  see  that  we 
enter  upon  them  with  a  right  intention,  which  is  that  oF  answering  the 
porpoee  above  mentioned :  I  say  to  enter  upon  them,  for  during  the  per- 
formance it  may  be  sometimes  expedient,  as  has  been  shown  before  in  the 
twenty-first  Cl«pter,  to  take  up  a  temporary  persuasion  not  eiactly  tallying 
with  the  convictions  lA  our  judgment.  But  if  we  go  to  our  devotions  with 
an  expectation  of  meriting  by  than,  of  doing  an  actual  service  or  pleasure 
to  God,  of  changing  his  disposition  towards  us,  of  acquiring  a  pre-eminence 
in  sanctity  above  our  fellows,  or  with  an  idea  of  their  being  arbitrary  com- 
mands imposed  only  to  try  our  obedience,  or  under  terror  of  punishment 
upon  the  neglect  cf  them,  they  can  scan»  be  called  doing  the  Will  of  God, 
because  not  proceeding  &om  that  aim  which  ought  to  lie  at  the  bottom  of 
all  our  proceedings,  and  rise  uppermost  to  onr  thoughts  in  these,  I  mean 
the  divine  Glory  manifeated  in  the  happiness  of  the  creatures. 

I  know  those  other  topics  are  frequently  inculcated,  and  with  reason, 
because  necessary  where  a  better  cannot  be  explained  or  made  to  touch  the 
heart ;  for  so  the  school'boy  must  be  kept  to  his  lesson  by  the  rod  and  by 
injunctions  or  the  lure  of  applause,  because  he  bas  not  a  just  sense  of  the 
valne  of  learning ;  but  I  conceive  it  is  from  the  urging  them  too  strongly 
Hut  the  extravagances  of  the  Methodists  and  others  inclining  that  way  have 
arisen.  They  may  be  the  proper  wayscondnctingintoholiness,  but  I  appre- 
hend we  are  not  folly  arrived  at  it,  nor  is  our  Religion  pive  and  rational  until 
we  can  proceed  in  the  exercises  of  it  with  the  sole  expectation  of  rivetting 
and  habitoalizing  the  three  virtues  thereby  in  onr  hearts,  and  obtaining 
tboae  rewards  which  are  made  the  natural  consequences  of  them  by  the  pro- 
viiionB  of  Heaveu,  ordained  for  the  prc^^ss  of  the  human  soul  through  her 
several  stages  of  existence. 
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And  if  Uiu  be  oar  proper  ultimate  point  of  view,  it  most  be  iu|^y  im- 
portabt  to  £z  our  eye  npoo  it,  when  going  upon  those  ezerdaee  whicb  u« 
^designed  to  give  it  an  influence  npon  all  our  other  couihb  of  beliAvioor.  But 
vhea  coming  forth  from  divine  services,  though  we  cannot  expect  to  retain 
the  spiritual  ideas  accompanying  them,  amid  the  bustle  of  the  world,  jet  we 
may  tajce  care  to  preserve  the  eflect  of  them  npon  our  demeanour  in  that 
bustle,  by  conBidering  oar  general  employmenta  of  life  or  particular  oeaxpa- 
tions  of  the  day  that  we  shall  or  are  likely  to  be  engaged  in,  bow  they  may 
be  best  pursued  to  our  own  future  or  jHreaent  advantage,  or  that  of  others, 
regard  being  had  to  abilities,  hatuts,  opportooities,  and  other  circnmataaces, 
and  to  practicability  upon  each  sevend  occasion,  and  deriving  oar  eevend 
aims  of  pursuit  uader  one  another  from  that  grand  purpose,  the  increase  of 
happiness  among  the  creatures ;  so  that  whether  we  work  or  negociate,  or 
contend,  or  prosecute,  or  discourse,  or  eat,  or  play,  howerer  we  may  be  to- 
tally attentive  for  the  time  to  the  object  before  us,  that  object  may  have 
been  recommended  to  our  attention  by  having  traced  its  refereoce  to  some 
good,  either  of  body  or  mind,  the  grntest  that  was  feasible  apon  the  occa- 
sion, wherein  God  is  glorified. 

A  man  that  has  used  himedf  to  ran  over  his  schemes  of  conduct  for  aO 
occurrences,  while  the  spirit  of  piety  raised  by  his  devotions  iiemaina  fresh 
upon  biro,  will  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  ^  that  he  does,  not  always  a 
pious  reason  but  always  one  that  grew  from  bis  piety.  If  be  be  asked  why 
he  works  at  bis  trade,  why  he  takes  care  of  his  estate,  why  he  goes  to  law, 
or  pud  a  visit,  or  went  to  the  play,  or  played  at  cards  yester-evening,  to 
answer.  For  the  glory  of  God,  would  he  untrue ;  or,  if  true,  would  be  a  pro- 
bation of  his  name,  and  a  spice  of  that  righteousness  which  is  over-mnch : 
but  he  may  say.  Id  prosecution  of  some  rule  or  maxim  of  behaviour  which 
in  his  most  serious  moods  he  had  examined  by  ttiat  standard,  and  judged 
more  conducive  thereto  than  any  othera  he  could  have  taken  upon  the  par- 
ticular occasion  wherein  be  follows  them. 

11,  By  such  practice  begun  upon  an  intimate  conviction  of  obedience  be- 
ing our  truest  policy,  I  apprehend  it  may  become  the  fundamental  rule  of 
action,  the  governing  princ^e,  giving  force  to  all  other  rules  occaaiMially 
goiding  US,  and  thereby  sanctifying  whatever  ia  done  under  their  direction : 
and  though  it  be  not  a  pasaion  because  foonded  on  the  soundest  reaaon,  yet 
may  have  the  strength  and  efiScacy  of  a  predominant  passion.  For  it  has 
been  laid  down  by  persons  most  observant  of  the  chaiactera  of  maakind, 
that  every  man  has  his  ruling  passion,  that  attracts  and  swallows  up  all  the 
rest :  I  presume  we  are  not  to  underatand  them  so  strictly,  as  that  other 
appetites  will  not  solicit  at  intervals  when  that  has  no  wotIi  to  carry  on : 
for  the  covetous  man  will  go  to  a  feast  or  a  play  if  yon  treat  him,  and  it  in- 
terrupts no  gainful  scheme  going  forward,  tbou^  he  expects  to  get  00*11109' 
bat  mere  entertainment  by  his  compliance  :  but  though  his  ruling  paauoa 
lies  all  the  while  inactive  and  unperceivcdeven  by  himself,  it  is  not  asleep, 
for  how  deeply  soever  he  be  engaged  in  othw  amusements,  the  moment  any- 
thing offers  to  oflect  his  pocket,  it  will  gain  bis  Mtention  in  preference  to  aU 
objects  beside ;  so  that  we  may  say  his  appetites  only  act  by  license  granted 
during  pleasure  from  that.  In  like  manner,  wherever  there  is  a  thorough 
principle  of  obedience,  it  will  continually  keep  awake,  though  not  continu- 
ally finding  matter  of  employment,  and  thongh  utterly  out  of  sig^t  during 
engagements  in  business  or  diversios,  while  taken  up  in  trivia],  necessary, 
and  base  offices,  incompatible  with  the  suUimity  c^  its  ideas,  neverthdess, 
when  any  thing  contradictory  to  it  offers,  it  will  instantly  take  alarm,  or  if 
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Bomething  practicable  for  promoting  its  principBl  piupoeea  presenti,  it  will 
uninediRtely  Hf  to  the  pnrenit.  - 

Nor  will  it,  like  the  mhiig  pauion,  bsrely  give  Ucenac  to  other  demres  and 
aiqtetites,  thereby  keeping  tiiem  withiD  tiie  bonnds  of  mod«ation  and  inno- 
oeacs,  but  will  bring  them  •abserrient  to  ita  own  aim :  for  knowing  what  they 
are  BerenJly  capable  of,  and  what  damage  mart  enrae  if  they  could  be  totally 
radicated,  it  will  find  means  to  me  their  ministry  in  canying  on  the  great 
design ;  thus  havLng  continual  employment  to  be  executed  e^er  by  itself, 
or  l^  those  its  infericH-  ministere.  Neither  yet  will  it  want  force  to  attract 
and  ewallow  np  tiiat,  which  swallows  all  the  rest :  for  well  perceivhig  the 
mighty  strength  of  a  ruling  passion,  and  how  much  greater  works  may  be 
acmered  by  its  aid  than  l^  the  mere  dictate  of  reason,  it  will  turn  that 
powerful  agent  into  snch  connes,  where  it  may  be  moat  OHeful,  and  restrain 
It  effectually  from  others  that  mi^t  woric  havoc  and  deTastatitm. 

And  whatever  is  the  main  spring  of  onr  movements  will  perpetuaUy  catch 
the  thoughts  at  times,  when  they  are  not  necessarily  engrossed  by  other  ob- 
jects. The  covetous  man  loves  to  count  over  his  bi^,  be  will  indeed 
be  telling  bis  money,  when  he  should  be  getting  more,  but  at  leisure  houn, 
when  he  has  nothing  else  to  do,  be  can  find  eatertainment  in  contemplating 
his  riches,  laying  ftchemes  for  increasing  them,  mmiaatiiig  upon  golden  pro- 
jects, and  even  feeding  his  &ncy  upon  wishes  of  locky  tqiportnnities  that  are 
not  likely  to  happen ;  and  in  the  midst  of  bis  most  eager  pursuita  many  a 
plesMng  reflection  of  the  profit  to  accrae  from  them  will  occur  apontane- 
otitiy  whenever  there  is  room  for  it,  without  intermptiDn  to  the  boainess  ia 
band.  So  the  miser  in  righteousness  will  find  his  thoughts  ran  of  their  own 
accord,  when  not  called  off  to  other  necessary  service  :  he  will  be  continually 
ruminating  upon  the  ways  of  Providence,  the  connection  of  interests,  the 
bounties  of  Heaven,  digesting  and  perfecting  his  schemes  of  condnet,  trac- 
ing the  reference  of  his  common  transactions  to  their  main  end,  and  search- 
ing into  the  uses  of  everytiiing  that  passes  around  him ;  and  though  when 
necessitated  to  immerse  himseH  in  wordly  cares  and  trivial  engagements,  be 
will  apply  tbe  foil  attention  which  the  present  purpose  requires,  yot  R 
thought  of  his  obedience,  his  grand  concern,  and  expectations  as  citizen  of 
the  universe,  will  slip  in  oncaJled  whenever  there  is  room  for  it,  and  it  is 
proper,  together  with  a  pleasing  reflection  that  in  doing  his  worldly  busi- 
ness he  carries  on  bis  spiritual,  and  evepr  pleasure  that  is  innocent  is  pro- 
fitable :  for  God  has  so  ordered  his  courses  of  Nature  and  Fortune,  that  this 
life  in  all  particulars  is  preparatory  to  the  next,  and  whatever  he  calls  us  to 
thereby,  whether  labour  or  play,  uongh  we  do  not  discern  it,  will  work  to 
onr  advantage. 

But  this  vital  principle  which  ought  to  be  sober,  rational,  determinatei 
steady,  and  oniform,  degenerates  in  some  persons  too  frequently  conversant 
among  methodists  and  enthusiasts  into  a  passion ;  and  then  takes  all  the 
irregularities  of  that  uncertain  spring  of  action  :  it  becomes  convulsive  and 
agueish,  sometimes  boiling  in  transports  and  ecstades,  at  others  stagnating 
in  terrors  and  despondences,  unable  to  lay  out  a  r^ular,  practicable  plan  M 
conduct,  or  make  tbe  proper  jonction  bMwerai  religious  exercises  and  the 
common  occupations  which  providence  has  rendered  necessary  to  tbe  eon* 
dition  wherein  we  are  placed,  striving  to  mingle  them  together  as  ingredi- 
ents in  the  same  mess,  rather  than  unite  them  as  distinct  members 
of  the  same  body ;  whence  their  piety  intrudes  unseasonably  to  tbe  in- 
teiTUption  of  business,  and  continually  disturbs  the  operation  of  tbe  very 
)  itself  hod  recommended  as   expedient.      Cait  therefore    most 
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be  takoi  for  ^nsrding  against  this  oormptioD,  for  if  the  light  that  is  withia 
OS  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness  1  But  when  the  governing 
principle  has  been  established  upon  the  solid  gnmndB  of  rational  conviction, 
when  the  methods  have  been  pnrsaed  for  taming  it  into  an  habitual  persua- 
sion, and  for  djatribnting  its  influenoe  among  the  several  engagements  of 
life,  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  recalling  it  frequently  to  mindat  con- 
venient times,  it  will  be  a  principle  of  reason,  sobriety,  and  discretion,  not 
a  predominant  passion. 

12.  And  I  imagine  the  bnsiness  of  life  would  go  on  never  the  worse,  if 
men  were  to  take  this  governing  principle  for  the  prime  director  of  all  their 
motions :  for  it  would  not  lead  them  into  idleness,  nor  sullenness,  nor  neg- 
lect of  their  persons,  nor  insensibility  to  pleasure  or  reputation,  nor  per- 
haps would  it  much  alter  the  measures  they  already  pursue.  We  most 
have  food  and  Nothing  or  we  cannot  live  to  do  any  important  services,  we 
most  take  due  care  of  our  healtlu  and  our  spirits,  or  we  shall  perform  them 
bnt  feebly  and  ineffectually  ;  we  must  gather  such  innocent  enjoyments  as 
Providence  has  hung  in  our  readi,  or  we  shall  become  melancholy,  on- 
thankful,  and  murmuring  ;  we  must  conform  to  the  customs  of  mankind  and 
join  in  fomiliar  intercourses  among  them,  or  we  shall  be  utter  strangers  in 
th«  midst  of  society,  withont  means  of  learning  by  observation  from  others, 
or  communicating  improvement  to  them,  or  doing  them  any  good  offices. 

The  day  labourer,  the  mechanic,  the  mercbeuit,  the  soldia",  the  mere 
squire  devoid  of  leArning,  military  skill,  or  accomplishment,  the  delicate 
petit  maitrc  versed  in  no  sdence  but  that  of  dress,  and  cards,  and  tea* 
table  prattle,  the  poet,  the  songster,  and  the  fiddler,  are  of  some  use  in  their 
several  stations,  contributing  more  or  less  to  the  necessaries,  the  conveni- 
ences, the  security,  or  the  amusements  of  life. 

The  ^petite  of  hunger,  the  love  of  health,  the  desire  of  icnproving  odr 
fortune,  the  regard  to  reputation  and  the  taste  for  pleasures  respectively 
urge  to  the  care  of  our  persons,  to  industry  in  our  professions,  to  merit  the 
esteem  of  our  coropaoions,  and  give  a  relish  to  our  diversions  :  therefore 
have  their  uses,  as  being  necessary  to  stimulate  and  carry  us  through  the 
performance  of  things  useful.  It  is  only  the  discernment  of  those  uses  and 
reference  thereto  in  entering  upon  our  courses  of  behaviour,  that  is  wanting 
to  sanctify  and  render  them  steps  taken  in  prosecution  of  our  main  intent : 
for  where  such  reference  has  constantly  been  practised,  nothing  will  be  done 
originally  upon  impulse,  nor  for  we  know  not  why,  though  appetite  may 
be  and  commonly  must  be  aiding  to  carry  on  the  work  with  the  strength  of 
its  impulse,  but  appetite  always  receiving  commission  to  act  from  the  go- 
verning principle,  whatever  measures  it  impels  to,  which  were  before  acci- 
dentally productive  of  some  good,  will  now  become  an  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God.  And  one  would  think  it  should  prove  no  small  encouragement 
with  men  to  cultivate  a  holiness  of  temper,  to  see  that  thereby  they  may 
turn  most  of  their  habitual  attachments  and  desires  into  virtues,  most  of 
their  common  occapations,  many  of  their  amusements,  their  trifles,  and 
their  follies  into  good  deeds,  only  by  finding  out  and  contemplating  the  un- 
observed good  uses  whereto  they  were  subservient :  and  thus  learn  to  live 
onto  God  without  totally  departing  ^m  the  ways  of  the  world. 

It  scarce  needs  to  be  repeated,  that  when  hijiness  has  set  appetite  his 
task,  and  limited  the  extent  of  his  commission,  it  must  leave  the  execution 
entirdv  to  the  servant  for  fear  of  demeaning  and  fouling  itself  among  those 
grow  ideas  to  which  the  eye  must  then  be  held  attentive.  Bat  if  ht^t  and 
dcnre  be  thus  inured  to  discipliDe,  and  to  take  direction  from  an  impartiul 
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reference  to  the  grand  aim  of  attaining  Bpirituat  hsppinesa  by  a  ateady  pro* 
secntion  of  temporal  among  our  fellow-creatnres  wherein  God  is  glorified, 
it  will  never  run  oat  into  spontaneous  sallieB,  nor  coursea  palpably  inischie- 
Tous,  nor  anything  vberein  that  reference  cannot  be  traced :  it  wiU  lie  bo 
quiet  when  reatoii  and  duty  oomnuutd  ailenoe,  that  the  left  cheek  may  be 
turned  to  him  that  has  smote  the  right,  and  he  that  has  taken  the  oaaX  per- 
mitted to  take  the  cloak  also,  and  kind  t^cea  be  performed  to  enemies  and 
persetmtors  ;  and  the  whole  conduct  will  be  rational,  piona.  uniform,  pro- 
fitable, and  aatiafactory. 

13.  Nor  would  ttua  priodple  do  hart  to  men  of  the  richest  talents  and 
highest  stations  wboee  ruling  passion  is  name,  power,  and  greatnen,  which 
it  would  not  emdicate  nor  stifle,  but  employ  as  an  able  minister  in  its  own 
services.  For  such  persons  above  all  otheta,  may  be  expected  never  to  act 
upon  mere  impulse,  but  to  have  a  Why  for  all  their  proceeding! :  nor  is  it 
enough  that  their  measures  are  dexteroDsly  contiived  to  answer  the  aim 
they  drive  at,  nnlesa  they  know  likewise  why  they  took  up  that  um,  and 
if  because  conducive  to  some  higher  aim,  have  examined  that  too.  and  so 
pursued  their  views  from  point  to  point  to  the  fortbest  boundary  of  human 
reason. 

For  to  use  uncommon  judgment  and  abilities  in  the  attainment  of  an  end, 
but  pursue  the  end  only  because  thdr  mother  taught  them,  because  delist* 
ing  their  fcuicy,  because  the  constant  subject  of  panegyric,  because  raising 
the  admiration  of  the  multitude,  because  everybody  wishes  to  attam  it, 
seems  a  prqxntowis  vray  of  proceeding ;  it  is  subjecting  the  man  in  servi  • 
tude  to  ^e  beast.  For  wiser  heads  than  mine  have  of  old  compared  reason 
and  appetite  to  the  rider  and  his  hmse :  but  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  see  a 
man  on  first  setting  out  give  his  horse  tbo  choice  whether  they  shall  travel 
north  or  wett,  and  then  ezer^se  the  most  consummate  skill  and  manage- 
ment for  arriving  at  the  meadows  two  hundred  miles  off,  which  he  knowr 
his  horse  is  fbnd  of. 

For  their  choice  of  tbe  ultimate  ol^ect  to  be  punned  in  the  journey  of 
life  I  shall  not  send  them  back  to  the  Catechism  nor  the  pulpit,  nor  pretend 
to  lead  them  on  the  process  whereby  they  may  find  it :  for  tiieir  own  judg- 
ment, provided  they  will  nee  it,  will  direct  ^em  better  than  any  insbuc- 
.tiona  by  peisons  of  less  extensive  views  and  less  ample  capadtiea,  yet  it 
may  save  some  trouble  to  suggest  a  few  topica  whereon  to  exercise  their 
judgment.  They  may  please  then  to  consider,  whether  happiness  be  not  the 
fraper  ultimate  abject  for  reason  to  pursue,  whether  there  be  anything  else 
to  be  found  beyond,  which  renders  it  desirable,  and  whether  all  other  things 
do  not  become  deairable  for  thur  tendency  to  that.  Whether  bappineae 
stands  confined  to  the  gratification  of  a  few  years,  or  that  distant  good  is 
likewise  to  be  taken  into  the  computation :  whence  it  appears  a  mere  im  ■ 
pulse  of  appetite  that  would  attach  them  to  the  eplendour  of  th^  present 
ritoation,  were  it  certainly  to  be  of  half  a  century  continuance,  but  as  in 
the  schnnes  they  lay  for  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  they  contrive  for 
fatore  ages  to  the  remotest  posterity,  bo  prudence  and  considerate  judgment 
irill  incline  tbem  to  consult  their  own  happiness  in  the  most  distant  futurity. 
Whether  their  care  to  have  their  names  slune  in  history  and  be  remembered 
with  honour  by  succeeding  generations,  be  really  a  concern  for  the  fatore, 
or  only  tbe  gratification  of  a  present  appetite ;  or  there  be  any  probable 
asanrance,  that  they  shall  know  a  hundred  yeara  hence,  or  shall  feel  any 
real  pleasure  therein  if  they  do  know  what  is  then  said  of  them,  in  which 
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case  ihey  wiQ  reap  no  oOur  benefit  from  tbeir  fame  than  what  arieea  fWnii 

tbe  contempbtioa  of  it  while  they  live. 

They  may  examine  what  ia  pn^»eily  themadvea,  what  only  an  instniment, 
habitation,  or  adjunct  aeparaUe  from  them,  to  whidi  of  the  two  tbeir  fa- 
mily, their  fortune,  thor  kaswledge,  their  accompliahmenta  were  owing, 
and  whether  they  can  depend  npon  being  bom  into  uiother  Mate  of  bci^ 
under  tbe  Mime  tulvantaf^ow  drcanutances  as  they  came  into  this. 

It  may  then  be  expedient  to  cast  a  thought  upon  the  origin  of  tlungs, 
whether  Necessity  and  Chance  be  eubstances,  active  powers,  or  efficient 
causes  of  anything,  or  only  manners  of  acting  in  other  substances ;  whether 
a  percqttive  Being  can  be  formed  by  tbe  ooroposition  of  unperceptive  prin- 
ciples ;  whether  the  order  of  nature  and  variety  of  diversely  qualified  sub- 
atances  we  behold,  must  not  be  tlie  production  of  a  free  and  inteUigent 
agent,  and  what  the  character  of  ttuit  agent  may  be  conceived  to  be. 
Whether  there  be  not  mtional  gronnds  to  condode  the  whole  universe 
governed  by  one  geoenil  scheme  of  polity,  having  a  mutual  dependence  of 
all  its  puts  upon  one  another,  with  a  strict  impartiality  of  &voui  among 
the  perceptive  members,  preserving  an  exact  equality  in  the  portion  of  each, 
computed  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  their  ezistence  ;  from  whence  fol- 
lows an  intimate  connectioa  of  interests,  every  individual  having  a  personal 
concern  in  whatever  good  or  evil  befiiUs  every  other :  therefore  the  many 
were  not  made  for  the  few,  but  the  few  for  the  many,  and  what  extraordi- 
nary abilities  are  given  to  some,  were  not  given  in  particular  fondness  to 
them,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  or  for  all  those  who  may  be  benefitted 
by  theu. 

By  GOiapeteDt  reflection  upon  these  topios,  it  may  poeubly  appear  to  their 
satisfaction  that  the  happiness  (^  all  for  whom  they  can  procure  it,  is  tbe 
ultimate  point  which  reason  and  judgment  will  recommend  to  their  pursuit, 
as  standing  next  in  order  to  their  own  happiness:  and  it  will  readily  occur 
that  the  happiness  of  the  people  does  not  consist  solely  in  tbe  ricbn  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  but  likewise  in  good  internal  polity,  deccacy  of 
manners,  propriety  of  sentimoits,  variety  of  engagements,  inoooence  of  de- 
sires, peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  all  which  they  will  be  attentive  seve- 
rally to  promote  by  such  ways  and -methods  as  may  ofler.  They  may  then 
contemplate  the  weakness  of  human  nature  in  which  reason  is  too  feeUe  to 
work  its  purposes  without  aid  of  some  passion  to  asust  in  tbe  execution : 
therefore  it  is  expedient  to  cultivate  in  their  breast  a  nobleness  of  aenti- 
meat,  a  love  of  iune,  a  desire  of  eminence,  power,  and  influence  among 
their  compatriots,  making  this  the  ruling  passion  to  absorb  and  overwhelm 
all  other  desires  incident  to  the  human  heart,  as  vrell  knowing  that  without 
such  powerful  incitement  they  could  never  have  spirit  enough  to  go  through 
all  the  troubles,  the  fatigues,  the  self-denials,  the  contrivances  necessary  for 
tbe  public  service. 

So  they  wdl  not  take  this  impulse  for  the  prime  i^rector  of  their  oon- 
doct,  but  employ  it  as  a  vigorous  agent  for  the  better  fiirtheranca  of  tboae 
designs  they  had  determin^  upon  Wore  in  thor  calm  and  sober  judgment, 
as  a  man  uses  his  horse  to  carry  him  further  iq»on  his  journey  tWi  he 
could  possibly  have  gone  with  his  own  legs.  But  they  will  not  sofier  the 
horse  to  take  the  bit  between  his  teeth  and  run  away  with  them,  nor  give 
into  measures  detrimental  to  tbe  pubhc  for  sake  of  gratifying  the  b^et  i 
for  tbe  rider  will  never  drop  the  reins  though  sometimes  loosening  them  to 
give  sc^e  to  a  foil  career,  nuch  less  will  be  use  bis  sagacity  to  justify  tiM 
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wanton  sallies  of  the  horse,  or  find  oat  by  an  after^tboti^t,  that  they  have 
adTanced  him  fonrard  on  hU  jouiDey,  but  will  keep  a  couttant  eye  before- 
hand npon  the  conraes  he  is  going  to  take. 

And  if  thej  have  a  principle  fA  reason  strong  enough  to  nde  the  roling 
yaBsion,  it  will  find  employment  in  many  cues  where  the  BCrvant  cannot 
assist,  or  even  would  stand  inclined  to  oppose :  they  will  be  careful  to  en- 
courage no  vices,  eKtravagances.  nor  feshiooahle  foUiee,  to  lead  insensibly 
into  wholesome  sentiments  by  tixtr  diaooDTsea  and  example,  to  watch  aU 
occasions  of  doing  a  real  good,  though  by  ways  not  contribntiBg  to  incnpse 
their  credit  or  interest,  to  comply  with  forms,  ceremonies,  and  customs  use- 
fnl  for  the  people,  though  perhaps  not  esteemed  needfnl  for  themselves,  to 
forego  opportunities  of  enlarging  their  power,  to  reaign  it  peaceaUy  and 
contentedly,  to  bear  undeserved  treatment,  abuses,  and  slander,  whenever 
the  public  good  shall  so  reqnire ;  a  harder  task  than  that  of  turning  the 
right  cheek  to  him  that  has  smote  the  left,  or  giving  up  the  cloak  also  to 
him  that  has  taken  away  the  coat. 

"nios  the  divine  Glory  pursocd  by  the  good  of  the  creatures  is  capable  oi 
fumiebing  the  plan  of  conduct  for  all  stations  of  life,  and  directing  the  choice 
in  all  drcumstances  that  con  happen  ;  and  measorea  of  every  kind  would 
be  better  laid  than  apon  any  other  fbnndation.  For  nothing  can  fall 
within  the  compass  of  our  activity ;  but  there  is  one  course  to  be  taken 
productive  of  better  advantage  than  another,  be  it  no  more  thaa  for  a  present, 
momentary  pleasure  :  for  this  ia  an  accession  to  happiness  when  no  greater 
can  be 'made.  Not  that  the  grand  principle  can  actuate  all  our  particular 
motions,  for  this  is  both  impracticable  and  improper;  bat  it  may  give 
sanction  to  the  rules  directing  them,  generate  the  aims  inviting  to  them, 
and  license  the  appetites  exciting  them.  And  be  that  should  proceed  iu  all 
his  actions  upon  aims  derived  directly,  or  by  the  medium  of  other  aims, 
from  that  origin,  and  by  the  impulse  of  appetites  commissioned  thereby, 
might  be  tndy  said  to  be  pursuing  his  main  intention  in  Uiem  all;  and 
wlwther  he  eata  or  drinks,  or  whatsoever  he  does,  to  be  doing  all  for  the 
Glory  of  God,  even  at  times  when  he  has  nothing  of  that  object  in  his 
thoDgbts. 

There  is  no  occasion  to  affect  a  singularity  of  behaviour  nor  seek  for 
uncommon  wajrs  of  anploying  onr  time,  in  order  to  live  a  life  of  bolinesa  ; 
there  needs  only  to  consider  the  station  wherein  we  are  placed  as  the  call 
of  God,  to  acquit  onrselvea  well  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  momentous  or  trivial, 
in  snch  manner  as  that  we  could  not  have  done  better  upon  tbe  occasion, 
all  circumstances  regarded  :  and  to  have  our  desires  under  such  diadpline 
aa  they  may  never  stir  of  their  own  mere  motion,  but  run  always  in  the 
conrses  marked  out  beforehand  by  considerate  judgment,  upon  the  plan  of 
fiilfilling  onr  little  part  in  promoting  tbe  gracious  desigas  of  Providence  : 
for  this  is  that  obedience  which  is  better  £an  sacrifice,  and  ia  the  genuine 
product  of  an  munistaken  sanctity. 

14.  But  it  will  be  counted  a  romantic  expectation  to  think  that  ^ipetite 
can  ever  be  made  a  so  DomfdetcJy  managed  horse,  as  to  move  in  all  it^ 
paces  at  tbe  word  of  command,  or  that  we  can  have  skill  onougfa  to  trace  a 
reference  in  our  common  transactions  to  the  general  interest  of  the  creation. 
This  I  have  acknowledged  befive,  and  shall  not  now  recant ;  therefore  I 
would  have  no  man  depend  npon  achieving  it ;  yet  he  may  propose  it  for 
bis  constant  aim,  and  endeavour  upon  all  occasions  to  come  as  near  to  it  as 
possible,  but  without  being  terrified  when  he  misses  his  mark,  or  if  at 
any  time  the  air  be  so.  darkened  that  be  cannot  diBcern  it. 
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For  God  and  imtiire  fint  pnt  us  tmder  oondact  of  appetite,  from  whenM 
discretion  and  wisdom  are  afterwards  to  grow  :  ^t  we  mnflt  not  expect  to 
see  the  perfect  tree  shoot  instantaneously  ^m  the  seed.  Therefore  appe- 
tite is  oar  proper  guide  whenever  we  have  no  better  to  follow ;  but  expe- 
rience, instruction,  and  converse  among  mankind,  qoicjdy  discover  to  us  the 
errors  of  appetite,  and  create  other  desires  of  healtb,  secnrity,  improvement, 
profit,  advancement,  or  repatation,  which  supply  us  with  fuller  engagement 
than  the  natural,  because  finding  a  pleasure  in  prospects  before  us,  and 
giving  a  present  interest  in  gratifications  yet  to  come. 

But  those  pursuits  proving  often  delusive,  obstrocting  one  another  and 
leading  into  mischievous  consequences,  there  needs  a  higher  rule  to  guide 
tiiem :  and  this  can  be  had  only  from  contemplation  of  universal  Nature, 
and  the  power  by  wfaich  it  was  established.  Thus  during  the  reign  of  ap- 
petite which  gave  beginning  to  our  inhnt  actions,  we  were  little  different 
from  the  brutes ;  discretion,  common  prudence,  and  knowledge  in  the  ways 
of  the  world  made  men  of  us,  and  Religion,  if  it  were  perfect  and  practi- 
cable, would  make  us  Angels,  or  as  near  to  Angels  as  our  present  coodition 
is  capable  of  being  raised.  It  would  still  retain  enjoyment  or  happiness  for 
our  ultimate  end,  rating  that  at  a  distance  aa  high  as  if  it  were  near  at 
hand,  and  allowing  that  at  hand  the  fall  value  it  deserves :  it  wonld  forbid 
us  no  present  pleasures  that  could  be  bad  at  free  cost,  and  would  teach  ns 
to  feel  a  present  satisfection  in  prospects  of  the  moat  remote.  Therefore 
would  restrain  either  the  natural  or  acquired  appetites  in  nothing  that  can 
add  to  the  sum  of  onr  enjoyments;  it  would  only  withhold  them  from  run- 
ning into  mischiefs  they  do  not  foresee,  and  turn  them  into  courses  that 
womd  yield  profit  as  well  aa  gratification ;  making  our  whole  lives  a 
continued  scene  of  satisfection  either  in  the  present  fruition  of  innocent 
pleasures,  or  the  joyful  reflection  of  being  at  work  in  the  acqniution  of 

For  whoever  has  a  hearty  desiie  of  doing  alwi^  what  he  discerns  to  be 
right,  will  seldom  fail  of  having  that  desire  gratified :  and  a  state  (rf  con- 
tintuJ  gratification  in  a  predominant  desire  everybody  will  allow  to  be  a 
state  of  enjoyment.  But  the  uneasinesses  we  feel,  spring  cither  from  the 
want  of  a  quick  discernment  and  strong  persuasion  that  the  measnTes  we 
take  vrill  conduce  to  our  principal  end,  or  from  the  desire  being  too  weak 
to  overpower  any  pain  or  trouble  that  Hea  in  the  way. 

Now  if  we  tbink  this  discernment  and  strength  of  desire  too  hard  a  task 
for  ns  ever  to  attain  completely,  as  indeed  I  think  so  too,  yet  when  making 
doe  reflection  upon  the  value  of  them  if  they  could  be  attained,  we  shall 
wish  to  approach  as  near  to  them  as  possible:  and  without  vexing  ourselves 
at  what  we  cannot  do,  shall  watch  for  every  opportunity  of  making  a  little 
advance  towards  them,  as  being  an  advanti^S*  gained,  with  as  much  atten- 
tion as  a  mieer  does  to  the  profit  of  every  sbiUing  he  can  get  in  a  har- 
gain.  For  thote  are  seldom  the  most  thriving  people,  who  drive  at  none 
bnt  vast  projects,  and  will  needs  grow  rich  at  once:  nor  is  he  likely  to  make 
the  best  proficiency  in  holiness,  who  expects  to  become  a  samt  by  one  eager 
resohition,  to  practise  uncommon  virtues,  and  never  do  a  wroDgtiiiDg  again. 
But  tresnres  in  Heaven  as  well  as  upon  earth  are  raised  by  continuhUy  ac- 
crnnulating  to  the  stock  in  hand,  and  more  is  to  be  done  by  vigilance  and 
industry,  dian  by  strength  and  impetaoeity. 

16.  By  dne  performance  of  our  rdigious  services  with  a  view  to  tbst 
effect  for  which  alone  diey  are  profitable,  the  improving  our  dispositions 
and  sentiments  of  mind,  every  exercise  will  add  something  to  their  vigour. 
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Bnd  help  to  render  them  more  habitual ;  so  that  after  paying  onr  derotioiu 
rightly  at  any  time,  we  may  depend  npon  having  made  a  profit,  which  will 
manifest  iteelf  in  our  sabsequent  condoct :  the  next  thought  will  be  how  to 
exemplify  onr  sentiments  by  our  practice. 

And  here  we  shall  certainly  find  an  insurmountable difiiculty  in  laying  oat  all 
partsuf  our  conductupon  this  plan,  and  discoveringareferencein  ever;  employ- 
ment we  must  unavoidably  engage  in  to  our  principal  intention :  but  this 
need  not  trouble  us,  for  this  world  is  a  school  wherein  we  must  not  expect 
to  be  masters  in  the  science  we  were  sent  hither  to  learn.  Yet  we  may 
continually  maLe  some  proGdency  therein,  observing  references  where  we 
had  not  discerned  them  before,  finding  uses  in  things  we  had  esteemed  una- 
vailing, deducing  new  rules  from  our  more  general,  suited  to  the  variety  ttf 
drcumstauces  that  may  bebU,  correcting  them  from  time  to  time  and 
learning  better  how  to  torn  particular  opportunities  to  the  best  account, 
either  for  promoting  some  solid  good  or  innocent  pleasure,  or  for  escaping 
the  mischiefs  and  inconveniences  that  might  eosue  £rom  the  neglect  of 
them. 

For  experience  and  diligence  will  do  great  matters  bj  imperoeptiUe  work- 
ings :  we  know  the  frugal  proverb,  a  pin  «  day  is  a  gnM  «  year,  and  if  we 
make  ever  so  little  advance  every  day  in  our  progress,  it  is  scarce  to  be  cre- 
dited what  lengths  we  may  arrive  at  by  the  year's  end,  so  as  to  feel  the 
truth  of  that  promise.  To  him  that  ha^  shall  be  given  and  he  shall  have 
abundance  :  and  all  this  withont  toil  or  trrror,  but  only  by  a  hearty  willing* 
ness  to  the  work,  and  a  strong  persaauoD  that  every  stroke  struck  in  it 
will  be  a  real  profit  gained. 

And  we  may  profit  not  only  by  the  habit  of  marking  out  the  track  we 
are  to  go,  but  likewise  by  casting  a  retrospect  at  convenient  seasons  upon 
those  we  have  gone,  examining  how  things  have  succeeded,  wherein  we 
might  have  managed  better,  every  now  and  then  tracing  our  references  to 
their  fonntain-head,  and  rqoLcing  in  any  good  trains  we  have  &llen  into 
accidentally,  because  this  will  make  them  our  operating  motive  another  time, 
when  the  like  opportunity  returns  again.  Our  ultimate  point  cannot  be 
held  always  in  view,  for  there  is  a  time  for  heavenly  thoughts  and  a  time 
for  worldly  cares,  a  time  to  work  and  a  time  to  play,  a  time  to  be  serious, 
and  a  time  to  be  merry  :  but  it  will  cast  an  abstract  idea  of  rectitude  upon 
whatever  moral  senses,  appetites,  prudential  rules,  common  aims,  regards 
to  necessity  or  propriety  were  regularly  deduced  from  it,  or  allowed  npon- 
their  apparent  reference  traced  to  it ;  so  that  after  having  gotten  a  compe- 
tent stock  of  them,  we  shall  proceed  for  the  most  part  with  a  conscionsneas 
of  doing  right,  which  will  prove  a  present  reward  for  onr  diligence,  and  an 
encouragement  to  persevere  in  it :  and  in  our  serious  moods  may  serve  as 
a  topic  of  joyful  thanksgiving  for  the  prt^esB  we  have  been  enaUed  to  go. 
and  the  little  share  wherein  We  have  been  made  instrumental  together  with 
other  of  dot  fellow  creatares,  towards  carrying  on  any  work  of  God,  whe- 
ther in  the  advmncenrent  of  Religion,  some  piHjlic  benefit,  education  of  our 
children,  services  of  onr  friends,  or  by  some  small  addition  to  the  conve- 
niences or  cheerfulness  of  life.  Which  topic  may  be  frequently  resumed 
with  good  emolument,  as  helping  considerably  to  strengthen  the  three  fun- 
damental virtues  in  our  hearts :  provided  care  be  taken  to  keep  clear  of  the 
pharasaical  comparison  with  other  persons  sapposed  less  profitable  servants. 
For  it  it  the  property  of  sound  piety  to  joy  in  good  works  for  the  profit,  not 
for  the  credit  tA  them,  and  take  a  aenuble  relish  in  the  noalleat,  when 


by  Google 


see  DOING  ALL  FOR  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD. 

satisfied  they  were  the  best  that  could  have  b«en  done  under  the  circum- 
stancea  attending  them. 

When  pains  and  afflictions,  toils  and  troublee  fall  ajKiii  ui,  we  shall  often 
suffer  by  them  and  often  be  thrown  off  the  hmges,  for  we  Were  bom  in 
weakness,  and  bred  up  in  fean  and  delicacv,  but  if  we  cannot  master  the 
strong,  we  shall  continually  make  fresh  conquests  upon  the  smaller,  and 
continually  gather  some  accession  of  strength  to  contend  with  the  mightiest; 
but  every  victory,  and  every  brave  struggle,  even  though  unsuccessful,  will 
be  esteemed  an  advantage  and  a  pleasure.  Appetite  and  habit  will  still 
prompt  to  action  upon  their  own  impulse,  without  stBying  to  take  direction 
from  the  mles  of  judgment,  sometimes  will  carry  dh  forcibly  in  opposition 
thereto,  or  sometimes  warp  us  insensibly  out  of  the  Une,  and  we  shall  often 
lose  sight  of  our  reference,  so  aa  to  discern  no  rule  drawn  from  thence  ap- 
plicable to  the  present  occasion.  But  when  the  rider  does  not  see  the  way 
himself,  he  canuot  do  better  than  let  the  horse  find  his  own  track,  and  if 
the  beast  be  serviceable,  will  be  content  to  take  the  good  qualities  with  the 
bad,  nor  wish  to  part  with  him,  or  have  him  lose  aU  his  mettle  because  of 
some  nnluckr  tricks ;  for  how  often  soever  he  be  run  away  with,  he  will 
never  quit  hold  of  the  reins,  but  try  to  gather  them  up  when  be  can,  and 
bring  him  off  his  tricks  by  di^ees. 

If  the  governing  principle  be  well  rooted  it^U  never  lie  asleep  though 
sometimes  inactive,  and  sometimes  overpowered ;  and  if  it  cannot  always 
direct  or  give  the  spring  to  action,  yet  like  the  demon  of  Socrates,  it  will 
always  stand  ready  to  check  when  things  are  going  amiss,  so  that  con- 
science shall  ever  be  vigilant  to  take  alarm :  but  the  pricks  of  oonscience 
will  not  so  much  afflict  and  torment  us,  as  stimulate  our  resolution  and 
excite  our  diligence,  and  their  repeated  pui^ency  will  produce  effects  that 
could  not  have  been  worked  by  strength. 

llie  same  principle  likewise  may  keep  us  attentive  to  the  ways  of  Provi- 
dence in  the  administration  of  the  moral  world,  the  springs  of  action 
working  among  mankind,  the  courees  of  events,  the  uses  and  tendeociea  of 
things  moving  around  us,  fhim  whence  to  gather  wholesome  directions  for 
the  better  management  of  our  own  condact ;  to  find  matter  of  joy  and 
thankfiilness  in  blesBiags  falling  out  of  our  reach  and  in  worics  performed 
by  others  wherein  we  had  no  hand. 

For  the  general  connection  of  iiiterests  having  gained  our  full  persuasion, 
will  give  us  a  concern  in  all  the  good  and  evil  we  behold  ebewhere,  as  also 
in  whatever  condncea  to  increase  the  one,  or  diminish  the  other :  therefore 
we  shall  not  wish  to  engross  sanctity  and  wisdom  to  onrsetves,  those  two 
copious  sources  of  general  good,  nor  be  fonfrard  to  depreciate  our  fellow- 
labourers,  being  sensible  that  the  larger  their  abilities  and  better  their  dis- 
positions are,  the  quicker  that  great  work,  redounding  to  the  common 
benefit  of  all,  the  perfecting  of  the  human  species,  will  go  on.  This  must 
make  us  candid  to  odiers,  ready  to  interpret,  to  jndge,  and  to  augurate  for 
the  best  with  that  partiality  which  naturally  inclines  ns  to  believe  what  we 
wislu  not  prone  to  revenge,  nor  envy,  nor  person^  resentment;  never  do- 
ing hurt  nor  displeasure,  but  reluctlantly,  upon  the  necessity  of  securing 
some  greater  good  that  most  otherwise  be  lost,  and  pleased  with  any  real 
benefit,  though  worked  undesignedly  by  penona  actang  nnder  the  impulse 
of  appetite  or  upon  private  views. 

16.  This  pleasure  ti^tber  with  the  observation  of  what  great  benefits 
to  mankind  are  so  worked  by  those  imdisceming  qnings  of  action,  might 
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Hwtruct  iu  how  to  shape  onr  detdmgg  with  the  world  ;  for  tboee  who  go 
abotit  to  reform  manluad  are  conMuooly  too  romantic  in  their  Mhenm,  aiid 
the  methods  of  panming  them.  He  PfailoBpher  woulJ  have  all  men  con- 
stantly follow  their  iteaon,  and  then  they  would  want  nothing  eke  to 
make  them  completely  happy;  whether  this  be  true  or  no  I  cannot  certainly 
tell,  butundonbtedlyif  tfaey  wonld follow  their  reason,  things  would  go  on 
iofinitdy  better  than  tfaey  do :  but  the  great  difficulty  liee  in  bringing  them 
to  walk  steadily  under  that  guidanoe,  and  to  this  purpose  I  conceive  Re- 
ligion and  religions  servioea,  righdy  applied,  together  with  the  rules  of  con- 
duct deriving  a  sanction  ftxim  their  reference  thereto,  are  supremely  con- 
dndve.  The  pious  man  vmnta  to  make  everybody  a  Saint,  nntil  finding 
the  gmendity  unwilling  to  be  tntored  by  hitn,  he  gives  them  over  for 
wicked  creatures,  reprobates  upon  whom  nothing  is  to  be  done ;  so  he 
wraps  himself  up  in  his  own  intc^ty,  conversing  solely  with  his  God,  as 
being  incapable  of  doing  service  to  his  fellow-creatures.  If  be  could  mBke~ 
them  real  and  ratioaal  Saints,  I  have  no  objection,  and  should  be  over- 
joyed to  lend  him  a  helping  band ;  but  what  if  he  cannot  ?  is  there  nothing 
else  to  be  done  for  them  in  the  labour  of  love  ?  He  is  commanded  to  do 
good  to  enemies  and  persecntore,  whom  we  may  presume  wicked  men, 
scarce  capable  of  being  improved  by  him  in  sanctity :  therefore,  there  most 
be  Bone  other  benefit  to  be  done  them,  for  God  would  not  command  a 
duty  that  is  impossible. 

Religion  and  the  governing  principle  above  mentioned  lead  us  to  do  all 
the  good  we  can,  not  that  we  cannot  do,  because  we  think  it  better :  but 
how  know  we  what  is  best  ?  and  ought  we  not  to  esteem  that  best  .wbereto 
w«  are  called  by  Nature  and  Providence  having  put  it  into  our  power  ? 
The  necessaries  and  conveniences,  the  embelliehnientB  and  enjoyments  of 
life  are  good  and  valuable  in  themselves,  nor  ever  become  unholy  unless 
when  the  abuse  of  them  draws  oa  greater  mischiefs,  which  oTer-bslanoe 
their  benefit :  therefore  whatever  contributes  to  the  supply  of  them  deserves 
onr  attention  tnd«nconragememt,'whidi  to  apply  npcm  all  seaaonable  op- 
portnnitiea  is  a  part  of  the  work  whereto  we  are  called. 

Bat  those  things  mnst  be  procured  by  the  labour  of  multitudes  actmg  in 
various  ways,  few  of  which  they  could  ever  be  brought  into  by  the  principles 
of  Region.  For  how  will  yon  raise  a  sense  of  the  general  bterest  in  the 
ig»n«nt  ploughman,  lively  enough  to  carry  him  tlwough  the  hdguea  of 
his  daily  work  ?  Yet  without  his  industry  you  cannot  have  your  duly 
bread.  How  wiU  you  inqrite  the  unfeeling  seaman  with  a  public  spirit, 
roffident  to  make  him  endore  all  hardships,  to  brave  the  dangers  of  evary 
dement  ?  Yet  without  his  aid  yon  cannot  live  seenrc^  at  home,  or  enjoy 
the  tranquillity  needfnl  for  your  meditations  to  the  improvement  of  yonr 
own  or  your  neighbour's  sanctity. 

Religion  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  where  there  is  some  sense  of  tt, 
Ofteratei  hot  as  a  bridle,  not  as  a  spur,  exciting  no  desire  of  any  kind,  but  at 
most  lefltraiinng  those  artaing  frmn  other  sources ;  it  is  submitted  to  as  s 
borden  neoessary  for  avoiding  the  stripes  threatened  to  disobedience :  so 
they  serve  God  as  the  Indians  do  the  devil,  that  he  may  not  hurt  them,  and 
their  soLcitnde  is  to  eaoape  hell  rather  than  to  gain  Heaven,  nor  would  they 
ever  think  of  the  latter  if  there  were  a  third  place  whither  they  might  go 
to  be  secure  from  the  former.  The  springs  actuating  their  movements  and 
aims  mviting  their  pursuit  are  sustenance,  or  fortune,  or  power,  or  great- 
ness, or  reputation,  or  amusement,  or  some  favourite  scheme  they  have 
been  made  fond  of  by  natm«l  appetite,  by  education,  custom,  or  accident. 
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touching  their  Umej.  Therefore  by  observation  upon  the  characters  and 
abilitiea  of  men,  means  may  often  be  found  of  turning  their  desires  to  some 
advantage  of  their  own,  or  of  one  another ;  onr  bnsinew  then  is  to  joio 
with  what  little  aid  we  can  bring  to  any  thing  going  forward  for  improve- 
ment of  good  manners  ,,good  polity,  peace,  tranquillity  of  mind,  convenience 
or  enjoyment  of  Ufe ;  for  all  we  do  of  this  kind  comes  properly  within  our 
day's  work,  so  that  if  entered  upon  in  that  light,  we  shall  be  serving  God, 
whatever  idols  our  fellow -labourere  in  the  some  work  are  serving.  Nor  yet 
is  it  impossible  they  may  be  serving  him  unknowingly,  and  themselves  too, 
in  the  most  essential  point :  for  neither  Religion  nor  Philoet^by  conld  go  the 
lengths  they  have  done,  without  the  aids  and  materials  famished  them  by 
the  labourer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  the  merchant,  the  naturalist, 
the  mathematidan,  the  utronomer,  and  the  statesman. 

1 7 .  We  speculative  people  are  apt  to  persuade  ourselves,  it  would  be  a 
bapp)'  world  if  all  men  were  good,  and  1  must  own  myself  still  in  that  per- 
suasion,  provided  you  allow  us  our  own  definition  of  good  men :  that  is, 
such  in  whom  reason  is  so  absolute,  and  the  spirit  of  rectitude  so  strong, 
as  to  overpower  all  indolence,  appetite,  terror,  and  pain,  with  the  same  ease 
as  a  violent  fit  of  revenge,  or  love,  or  jealousy,  or  ambition,  or  covetous- 
ness  can  do,  which  will  enable  men  to  bear  any  toils  or  hurts  in  the  pnwe- 
cation  of  their  purpose,  without  feeling  them.  But  if  we  must  be  fetched 
down  from  our  visionary  ideas,  and  confined  to  such  good  men  as  can  be 
found  upon  the  earth,  I  much  question  whether  matters  would  be  mended 
if  all  others  could  be  brought  to  resemble  them. 

Prudence,  that  first  cardinal  virtue,  foundation  of  all  the  rest,  discovers 
approaching  evils  too  clearly,  and  destroys  that  insensibility  of  danger  ne- 
cessary for  many  important  services :  good  management,  contentedness,  and 
aversion  to  waste,  keep  off  those  necessities  which  drive  the  worid  to  indus- 
try. The  shoe-maker  earns  enough  in  fdnr  days  to  maintain  him  the  whole 
wedc,  so  be  never  will  do  a  stitch  of  work  b^ore  Wednesday  morning. 
Tbs  common  sailor  will  not  return  on  board  while  he  has  a  forthing  of  the 
wages  received  remaining  in  his  pocket ;  it  is  riot  and  debaucfaery  reduce 
him  to  that  indigence  which  makes  him  a  useful  member  of  the  com- 
munity. 

1  do  not  produce  these  as  examples  of  good  men,  but  I  fear  the  beet  of 
human  goodness  has  so  much  of  human  infirmity  mingled  among  it,  aa  to 
render  it  utterly  incapable  of  many  necessary  services,  which  the  bnsineaa 
of  the  world  cannot  go  on  well  without.  How  would  you  man  your  fleets,  < 
or  recruit  your  armies,  all  out  of  good  men ;  they  might  feel  great  reluctance 
against  exercising  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  or  an  ale-house  keq>er,  or 
brewing  poisonous  liquors  in  a  wine-cooper's  vaults,  nor  perhaps  might  it  be 
possible  to  find  the  two  necessary  ministers  of  justice,  n  bum-bailiff  and  a ' 
Jack  Ketdi,  amtmg  tbem. 

For  Providence  has  so  ordered-  the  courees  of  sublunary  aflairs,  that 
wickedness,  impulse,  and  folly,  are  made  instrumental  to  wise  and  gracibus 
purposes,  and  one  vice  is  employed  to  correct  the  poisonons  qualities,  and 
prevent  the  miscbievoos  effects  of  another,  so  that  none  can  be  spared  nn- ' 
less  all  are  cured,  which  wc  most  not  expect  to  see  done  before  the  coming  i 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  jost,  wherein,  to  speak  in  Scripture  language,  we 
nope  to  be  bom  again  and  became  new  creatures.  But  it  becomes  not  ns  ' 
to  intermeddle  in  that  mysteritnu  method  of  bringing  forth  good  by  meana 
of  evil,  for  this  is  the  saored  prerogative  of  Heaven,  reserved  among  the 
arcana  inqverii,  the  secrets  of  government :  we  are  to  follow  the  dictMes  of 
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Reli^on  and  reason ,  those  guides  which  God  has  given  us  for  oar  perpetval 
direction  :  whatever  they  declare  productive  of  nothing  but  mischief,  we  are 
to  svoid.  to  diKOurage  vice  wherever  we  find  it,  nor  ever  to  do  or  permit 
evil  that  good  may  come  of  it,  for  none  but  the  all-seebg  eye  can  certainly 
know  when  good  will  come  of  it. 

Neverthetesa,  we  may  and  ought  to  assist  n  every  woil  carrying  on  for 
the  benefit  of  mankind,  though  not  nndertaken  with  that  parity  a!  intention 
we  could  wish,  and  contribute  so  far  aa  in  our  little  power  lies  to  encourage 
those  customs,  mms,  and  desires,  which  the  world  in  any  respect  is  better 
with,  than  widioat :  for  in  so  doing,  and  entering  upon  it  with  that  view, 
we  follow  the  rule  of  reason,  which  is  the  greater  feasible  good,  and  do 
the  Wai  of  God, 

For  when  we  survey  the  state  of  mankind  cast  upon  them  by  the  dispen- 
sations of  Providence,  we  shall  hardly  beUeve  it  intended  that  all  men 
should  be  actuated  in  the  general  tenor  of  their  conduct  by  religioui  prin- 
ciples. Multitudes  are  born  in  countries  of  utter  darkness,  error,  and  su- 
perstition ;  many  bred  up  in  wickedness  and  ignorance,  without  any  dis- 
cemment  of  the  H^t  shining  around  them ;  some  want  capacitiea  to  extend 
a  thought  beyond  sensible  objects ;  some  are  immersed  unavoidably  by  the 
prevalence  (^  custom  end  example  in  vain  projects  and  worldly  cares ; 
msny,  by  the  necessity  of  their  situation,  forced  to  attend  solely  to  gaining 
their  livelihood ;  few,  however  rightly  disposed,  are  able  to  trace  the  rulea 
for  their  ordinary  transactions  to  the  proper  source,  so  are  obliged  to  act 
under  other  impulses  for  want  of  better  direction  ;  yet  all  these  people  are 
made  instrumental  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  ihe  world,  by  means  of 
the  several  impulses  actuating  their  motions. 

But  the  ways  of  Providence  are  all  gracious,  and  wise,  and  holy ;  die 
courses  of  nature  in  any  part  of  the  muverse  established  with  a.  reference  to 
the  good  of  the  whole :  therefore  we  may  depend  that  the  tmnsactions  of 
the  world  answer  some  higher  purpose  than  we  are  awnre  of :  and  since 
God  has  so  placed  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  that  vrtthout  their  own 
firalt,  but  by  the  necessity  of  their  utnatioD,  they  can  have  only  transient, 
imperfect  notions  of  him,  we  may  conclude  there  is  a  woric  of  Providence 
which  may  go  on  without  religious  sentiments.  So  that  while  concurring 
in  measures  taken  upon  impulae,  common  aims  and  desires,  so  for  as  we 
perceive  them  conducive  to  some  temporal  good  or  enjoyment  of  life,  we 
are  still  moving  in  our  proper  sphere,  as  citizens  of  the  universe,  inheritors 
of  heaven,  though  'rd^on  have  no  share  in  those  intercourses,  unless  as 
our  own  private  motive  for  joining  therein. 

18.  Let  us  recollect  further,  that  this  life  is  a  preparation  for  the  next, 
and  though  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  unhappy  wretches  make  preparation 
for  a  miserable  life  in  the  next  long  immeasurable  stage  of  their  journey 
through  matter,  this  is  done  solely  by  their  own  wilful  misconduct :  there- 
fore, in  all  the  couTsea  men  follow,  where  it  was  impossible  or  impracticable 
for  them  to  have  taken  better,  for  want  of  clearer  knowledge  than  was  af- 
forded, we  may  confide  in  the  goodness  and  wisdom  of  God,  for  having  led 
them  into  sndi  as  will  prepare  them  for  the  attainment  of  some  foture 
benefit,  besides  that  diey  reap  therefrom  in  this  world. 

A  boy  is  put  apprentice  to  a  carpenter,  he  is  bid  to  be  diligent  in  his  ser- 
vice, because  it  will  enable  him  to  get  a  comfortable  livelihood,  and  secure 
the  approbation  of  his  friends :  he  does  so,  and  afterwards  plies  industriously 
to  his  tcHde  upon  those  sole  motives :  perhaps  he  might  have  got  to  be 
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derk  of  the  parbh,  and  spent  his  time  la  singing  pealini,  bnt  he  never  wai* 
taoght  to  think  »a:ioiuly  of  God  or  religion  at  all,  bow  then  ihoold  it  coma 
into  bis  head  that  oalllng  a  psalm  was  more  holy  emplimnetit  thaa  Mwinga 
board,  or  bow  vm  it  practicable  (or  bim  to  bare  followed  a  better  covne,  or 
upon  better  views,  than  be  has  done  ? 

A  religiotu  man  ma^  vieit  about  among  bis  neigbbonn,  b«ea<uc  ibe  rales 
of  civility  require  it,  tbongb  di»cenung  no  reference  they  bear  to  the  -great 
work  of  his  wlvation  :  but  you  say  tbere  is  a  reference,  and  he  might  tract 
it  if  be  would ;  perbaps  he  might,  had  be  lo  piercing  a  sig^t  as  yours,  but 
if  be  has  not,  how  is  it  practicable  for  him  to  see  as  distinctly  with  weaker 
optics  ?  or  why  should  be  forbear  his  civilities  when  he  likewise  perocive* 
no  reference  in  the  omission. 

Since  then  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in  every  choice  of  action,  and 
the  right  lies  in  following  the  best  light  that  ■{>pears  at  the  time,  sine* 
ri^  actions  of  all  kinds  do  not  always  rodonnd  to  the  temporal  interesta 
of  the  performer,  and  since  Providence,  by  which  oor  lights  are  dispeiued, 
orders  nothing  in  vain ;  it  may  safely  be  infared  that  the  transactions  utd 
occupations  of  this  world  proceeding  from  common  impnlMS,  ume,  and  de- 
ures,  not  derived  from  holiness,  provided  there  be  no  check  of  conscience 
warning  of  a  conUwiety  thareto,  bear  a  share  in  the  preparati(»  for  tbe 
aext.  It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  know  precisdy  in  what  manner 
diey  operate,  but  our  persnaaioa  of  a  universal  Providence  layii^  out  erery 
stroke  in  the  all-oomprehensive  plan,  so  as  to  introduce  and  make  way  for 
the  next  in  succession,  may  give  ns  a  general  idea  of  their  being  profitaUe. 

Nevertheless,  this  idea  will  become  «  little- leas  general  when  we  reflect 
upon  what  has  been  urged  in  the  Chapter  upon  Divine  Eoonomy.  that  Rdi- 
gioo  and  Ffailosopby  alone  cannot  complete  the  great  work  of  God,  the 
perfecting  the  human  nature,  without  aid  of  human  adoDccs,  arts,  policy, 
industry,  commerce,  and  tbs  daily  intercourses  among  mankind :  froin 
whence  may  be  gathered,  that  we  aH  have  our  several  patta  allotted  to  oa 
in  one  or  other  of  the  three  faranchea,  and  every  bnineh  baa  its  number  of 
bands  assigned  to  carry  it  on :  so  that  tboogb  it  be  neoeasary  there  should 
be  some  Christians,  and  tome  Pbilosopbers,  in  all  degree*  of  proficianey, 
yet  it  is  not  necessary  that  all  mankind  should  be  sooh :  aa  we  may  pre- 
sume it  necessary  from  experience  of  fuct,  that  some  should  pass  throogh 
many  yean  of  life,  but  not  so  that  others  should  ever  get  oat  of  thair 
cradle. 

For  there  is  a  general  interest  connecting  the  whole  species  together, 
and  as  the  power  of  the  mighty,  the  sagacity  of  the  prudent,  and  knowledge 
of  the  learned  were  given  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  publia,  so  the  graces 
of  the  righteous  were  not  shed  upon  tltem  for  their  own  oakes,  but  for  ad> 
vancing  the  progress  of  sound  Religion  in  the  world,  and  they  receive  assist- 
ance again  horn  the  men  of  business  and  worldly  pursoits.  Thus  whoso 
performs  bis  part  well,  wherever  allotted  to  him,  aeeurditig  to  the  lights 
Tonchsafod,  does  all  wanted  from  him  towards  seooring  lbs  great  twrnmon 
mterest  whereof  himself  shall  be  one  day  partaken  whether  he  performs 
little  there  is  no  lack,  and  whether  he  porfonas  much  there  is  oothing  over. 
19.  Nor  sbsll  we  want  a  gleam  of  light  to  Ulurtrate  bow  the  jnst  per- 
formance of  an  inferior  part  may  qualify  men  to  act  in  a  higher,  when  we 
cast  back  an  eye  upon  the  introduction  of  rcfgioua  sentiments  and  good 
practical  habits  into  ourselves :  for  tbey  were  bora  with  none  of  as,  aor 
infused  immediately  by  the  water  of  Baptim.  We  were  stat  hither  ondef 
the  sole  direction  of  sense  and  appetite,  ^ected  by  pleasures  or  poina  of 
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the  presoit  moment,  without  knowledge  of  God,  withoat  thought  of  th« 
morrow,  without  idea  of  right  and  wrong.  When  memoiy  hegan  to  lay 
in  her  atoree,  their  frictions  among  one  another  stmck  out  the  firet  sparklet 
of  judgment  and  forecast,  which  gave  as  a  concem  for  the  next  sncceeding 
honra :  we  could  then  rejoice  in  the  promise  of  a  plaything  to  be  bought  in 
the  afternoon,  uid  dread  the  tbonghts  of  mamma  being  told  to-morrow, 
that  we  bod  done  a  naughty  trick.  In  this  manner  we  were  fhmiahed  witii 
affections  and  desires  whose  gratification  afforded  a  present  pleasure,  though 
springing  from  objects  at  some  distance. 

As  observation  increased,  aided  by  instruction  and  sympathy,  derire  ex- 
tended a  little  farther  and  further  in  its  views,  so  that  we  could  desire  and 
be  pleased  with  the  expectation  of  pleasnrea  to  come  a  week  or  a  month 
after :  coatom  gcadoBlly  strengthened  thoae  (urns,  and  enlarged  them  to 
take  in  a  series  and  variety  of  jdeasom  as  one  object.  We  pretty  soon 
found  or  were  taught,  that  materials  were  necessary  to  be  provided,  tmd 
previous  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  attainment  of  our  remote  desires : 
then  reason  began  to  open,  and  we  gathered  by  Uttle  pickings  the  ideas  of 
good  and  mischievous,  of  rig^t  and  wrong. 

For  good,  says  Mr.  Locke,  is  that  which  produces  pleasures,  and  we  may 
define  right  to  be  that  line  of  conduct  which  leads  most  e£ectually  to  the 
procurement  of  good  or  pleasure :  thus  money  is  good  because  it  purchases 
the  things  that  will  please  us ;  caation  in  contracts  is  right  beoauae  it  helps 
us  to  get  money  or  to  save  it ;  civility  and  good  humour  is  right  because 
they  enhance  the  pleasures  of  conversation.  But  affection  which,  as  I  said 
above,  affords  a  present  pleasure  in  the  movement  towards  gratification, 
often  fixes  wholly  upon  that,  and  then  becomes  a  passion  or  direct  appetite 
caring  only  for  the  present  moment,  or  if  it  does  pretend  to  look  beyond, 
yet  when  violent  it  always  absorbs  the  idea  of  right  in  that  of  gratification. 
A  man  in  a  high  fit  of  resentment  is  assured  those  revenges  are  right, 
which  he  will  abhor  in  bis  cooler  hours  t  a  young  fellow  strongly  smitten 
with  a  pretty  face,  is  poaidve  beyond  all  power  of  conviction  that  the 
owner  of  it  is  a  Pamela,  possessed  of  all  vduable  accomplisbments :  and 
every  passion  or  appetite  in  proportion  to  the  vigour  of  itn  impulse,  strives 
to  resist  and  pervert  the  recommendations  of  judgment. 

It  cannot  be  long  before  we  perceive  this  quality  of  appetite  and  pagsion 
to  defeat  ns  of  the  benefits  our  judgment  might  have  conducted  into  :  from 
v^CDce  we  learn  the  value  of  prudence,  or  the  estimation  of  remote  enjoy- 
ment equally  with  that  near  at  hand,  which  is  the  foundation  and  root  of 
all  the  virtues,  aa  well  moral  as  theolc^cal;  for  in  him  that  has  no  feeUng 
for  the  future,  his  fortitude  can  be  nothing  but  insensibility,  his  temperance 
tastelessness,  and  his  justice  a  compliance  with  the  fashion :  he  can  have 
neither  hope  nor  charity,  and  bis  &ith  can  be  no  more  than  unmoving  spe- 
cnlation. 

Therefore  in  proportion  as  we  grow  in  prudence,  and  as  judgment  gathers 
strength  to  pursue  an  advantage  at  some  distance  ageinat  the  opposition  <3f 
appetite,  we  advance  a  step  forward  towards  the  perfection  of  our  nature. 
But  the  first  prcMipects  of  judgment  are  scanty,  and  the  objects  of  its  pur- 
suit but  little  remote :  when  afterwards  we  take  up  manly  views,  they  reach 
BO  further  than  to  the  pleasurable  enjoyment  of  youth  in  such  course  of 
life,  as  we  have  been  led  to  admire  by  tuition,  or  sympathy,  or  some  shining 
appearance  striking  our  fancy ;  for  young  people  seldom  think  of  what  shall 
happen  to  them  when  they  grow  old,  as  too  remote  for  their  discernment, 
2u  2 
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nor  feel  the  least  relnctonce  against  giviag  in  to  practices  that  manifeMly 
endanger  the  ehortening  of  their  epan.  Even  Religion,  in  nich  as  arc 
taught  it  early,  would  have  no  force  unless  backed  by  near  motives :  they 
are  told  of  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  right«ouB  in  this  world,  that  be 
will  prosper  them  in  all  their  ways,  and  his  judgments  perpetually  bang 
over  tlie  reprobate :  they  are  reminded  of  the  precariousne^a  of  life,  how 
many  young  people  are  daily  snatched  off  on  a  sudden,  end  they  themselvea 
may  be  taken  away  this  very  night :  for  if  they  were  persuaded  of  forty 
years  certain  before  them,  and  all  that  time  things  should  go  on  in  the 
Hune  manner  whether  they  were  good  or  wicked,  I  question  whether  any 
impresNon  could  be  made  that  would  sink  into  their  judgment.  It  is  not 
without  long  time  and  discipliae,  and  practice,  and  by  gradual  progresa, 
that  we  ever  come  to  look  upon  a  happy  eternity  as  an  object  of  real  de- 
aire,  abstracted  from  being  an  escape  from  its  contrary,  or  to  have  any 
imagination  how  there  can  be  happiness  without  senses  and  sensnal  enjoy- 
ments, or  how  our  future  condition  can  be  affected  by  our  present  behaviour. 

Thus  the  highest  prudence  springs  out  of  that  which  had  enabled  ua 
steadily  to  pursue  our  inferior  aims  against  every  bias  drawing  us  aside  : 
therefore  those  persons  commonly  make  the  largMt  proficiency  in  Religion, 
who  could  earliest  be  brought  to  coosideiatioD  and  forecast  in  the  bttle 
matters  then  within  their  sj^ere,  and  were  most  docible  to  instruction,  or 
obaervant  of  the  meaaures  taken  by  their  elders;  whereas  such  as  have 
atrong  pasuons  and  get  a  habit  of  eagerness  in  following  every  oresent  im- 
pulse, seldom  make  any  proficiency  at  all ;  if  they  have  quick  parts  they 
arrive  at  a  great  deal  of  cunning,  but  rarely  any  prudence,  even  m  worldly 
affairs.  For  it  is  a  valnahle  point  gained  to  be  able  to  do  what  appears  to 
he  right,  however  imperfect  or  delusive  that  appearance  nay  be :  it  is  stilt 
taking  the  guidance  of  our  judgment  though  uninformed  or  misinformed, 
which  will  habituate  and  prepare  us  for  following  it  more  readily  at  other 
times,  when  it  shall  have  received  better  infonnation. 

We  have  found  reason  in  former  chapters  to  conclude,  that  the  mind  al- 
ways acts  by  the  instrumentality  of  some  material  organ,  either  of  the  £ner 
or  grosser  part  of  our  machine,  and  her  powers  are  greater  or  less  accord- 
ing to  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  instruments  she  has  to  work  with. 
Now  it  seems  not  unlikely,  that  organ  which  the  mind  uses  in  exerting  a 
resolution  to  follow  the  dictates  of  judgm^t  preferably  to  present  impulse, 
may  be  the  gnuid  muscle  of  our  spiritual  body,  wherein  its  main  strength 
lies;  and  as  this  improves  in  tone  and  order,  that  body  acquires  a  vitality 
of  its  own,  being  aUe  to  perform  its  functions  without  aid  of'the  grosser, 
from  whose  mechanical  circulations  the  impulses  of  appetite  and  passion,  or 
Tebemencies  of  desire  seem  to  be  thrown  in. 

Therefore,  every  exercise,  even  of  a  mistaken  rectitude,  helping  to 
strengthen  this  principal  muscle,  contributes  towards  perfecting  the  ^ritual 
body  within  us,  that  it  may  rise  again  to  new  life  with  better  health  and 
powers,  for  attaining  that  perfect  endurance  and  forbearance  which  a  our 
complete  redemption,  and  total  dehverance  from  original  ain.  For  though 
we  should  carry  none  of  our  knowledge,  our  habits,  nor  our  ideas  with  us. 
but  the  foundations  we  shall  then  have  to  build  our  judgment  upon  should 
he  totaUf  different  from  the  present,  yet  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
have  our  organs  vigorous  and  pliant,  capable  of  executing  such  services  aa 
ind^ent  shall  put  them  upon :  aa  it  waa  of  importance  what  texture  of 
Warn,  what  proportion  of  limbs,  and  suppleness  of  joints  we  were  bom  with. 
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into  this  present  world  ;  for  oar  knonledge  and  acquisitiwu  depend  b  great 
measare  thereupon,  though  we  brought  in  no  stock  of  them  along  with  as. 

aO.  Hence  it  appears,  that  preparation  is  made  in  this  life  far  better  en- 
joyment of  the  next  hj  the  practice  of  morality  and  worldly  prudence ;  I 
do  not  pretend  it  is  so  large  as  that  made  by  the  courses  of  sound  religion, 
bat  if  it  be  of  any  real  benefit,  it  is  well  worth  our  attention  to  assist  in 
promoting  it  upon  every  opportunity  that  falls  in  the  way,  for  it  is  a  part  of 
our  great  work,  derived  directly  from  the  grand  intention  of  glorifying  God, 
by  contributing  to  the  good  of  his  creatores  in  their  moat  important  con- 
cern. 

We  have  found  reasons  in  the  diapter  on  Redemption  to  show,  that  do 
man  folly  runs  his  coarse  or  reaches  the  goal  of  salTatioa  in  this  life,  bnt 
something  farther  remains  to  be  done  in  the  next;  and  that  God  in  his 
dispensationH  of  Providence  has  marked  out  different  lengths  here  to  dife- 
rent  persons.  Upon  which  ground  we  may  presume,  that  each  dominion  of 
reason  and  mastery  over  the  passions  as  every  man  is  capable  of  attaining, 
according  to  tbe  circumstances  wherein  he  is  placed,  all  that  is  needfiil  for 
him  to  achieve,  as  being  the  narrow  way  and  the  strait  gate  by  which  be 
may  enter  into  life,  though  we  could  nut,  because  having  another  path  as- 
wgned  us  to  run  in. 

But  it  behoves  us  to  be  studious  and  diligent  in  assisting  our  fellow-tra- 
Tellers  proceeding  in  different  tracks,  upon  all  occasions  where  wp  can  ;  for 
in  so  doing  we  exercise  oor  obedience  and  our  charity.  For  which  purpose 
it  will  be  necessary  to  mingle  among  them,  to  observe  the  several  aims  and 
ideas  of  rectitude  prevailing  with  them,  and  if  we  do  not  find  them  exactly 
tallying  with  onr  own,  yet  examining  which  verges  nearest  thereto,  and 
will  add  Bomething  to  the  authority  of  reason  over  mechanical  impulse ;  at- 
tentive to  what  is  practicable  in  every  case,  and  careful  to  drive  the  nail  that 
will  go,  for  B  small  service  is  preferable  to  none  at  all. 

It  is  better  a  man  Bhould  work  industriously  in  bis  calling,  only  to  raise 
a  competence  thereby,  than  that  he  should  live  idle  and  utterly  usdess :  it 
is  better  he  should  be  temperate  for  his  health's  sake,  than  have  no  check 
upon  his  excesses  :  it  is  better  he  should  be  kept  in  decency  by  the  fear  of 
censure,  than  that  he  should  run  riot  in  all  kind  of  licentiousness  and  wan- 
tonness ;  in  all  these  cases  there  is  some  extension  of  the  view  beyond  pre- 
sent gratification,  and  tome  conquest  gained  over  the  impetuosity  of  appe- 
tite. And  since  reason  is  too  feeble  in  the  generality  of  mankind,  ever  b>  do 
much  without  taking  assistance  &om  the  appetites  to  qudlone  another,  but 
we  must  practise  the  politician's  maxim.  Divide  and  command ;  it  will  bo 
expedient  to  learn  which  of  them  are  best  capable  of  that  service,  and  to  en- 
courage snch  desires,  indinattons,  purauits,  customs,  modes,  and  attach- 
ments as  help  to  keep  under  the  more  riotous,  because  without  them  it  is  to 
be  feared  the  worid  wonld  rust  in  idleness,  or  wallow  in  the  grossest  sen- 
suality. For  those  less  mischievous  impulses  help  in  some  degree  to 
strengthen  the  Tatitmal  faculty,  and  make  preparation  for  larger  advanoea 
whenever  an  opening  shall  be  given  for  carrying  them  oa. 

Ulna  we  see  there  are  ways  wherein  we  may  pursue  our  grand  intention 
in  the  most  essential  part,  that  of  advancing  men  a  step  forwards  in  their 
progress  to  a  happy  futurity,  by  means  wherein  religion  and  religious  sen- 
timents bear  no  piut. 

31 .  But  we  are  not  to  labour  in  the  cultivation  of  that  principle  and  those 
sentiments  among  men  ?  certainly,  with  all  our  might  and  diligence ;  for  it 
is  tbe  first  object  of  a  devout  intention  to  bring  alt  others  to  act  with  tfaa 
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■ame  whenever  we  cut.  Nor  b  this  at  all  contradicted  bj  the  forgoing 
cxbortatioD*  to  aaust  in  tlie  growth  of  monlity,  and  common  pradenoe :  lor 
oar  attention  to  abort  ainu  and  parti^  Berricea  for  want  of  better  being 
practicable,  will  never  abate  onr  vigilance  to  pome  the  ultimate,  aa  cAen 
as  we  can  find  an  avenne  leading  thereto.  A  thorough  industry  catches  at 
every  smalt  profit,  yet  will  not  be  cMiteot  with  common  gains  ^  an  oppor- 
tnni^  occura  of  meJcing  greater. 

But  when  going  to  communicate  our  own  spirit  to  another,  it  bdioves  us 
to  take  care  that  it  be  genuine  and  well  rectified,  for  we  cannot  infuae  a 
purer  than  we  have  ourselves,  but  we  may  infuse  it  not  so  pure  aa  we  have 
ourselvea :  therefore  caution  must  be  used  that  what  we  impart  be  of  the 
right  aort,  and  do  not  corrupt  in  the  passage.  If  there  be  anything  of  ter- 
ror, or  servility,  or  annous  solicitude,  or  vanity,  or  ill  nature,  or  osirow 
aelfistmeas,  or  other  passion  intemiingled,  it  is  ropy  and  imperfect.  For 
there  are  religious  paaaions  aa  well  as  sensual,  and  both  are  alike  natural 
enemies  to  judgment,  yet  both  must  be  employed  to  aaaiat  in  weakening  a 
worse  enemy :  they  fint  afibrd  room  for  judgment  to  exert  a  vigour  by 
joining  in  with  them  against  tbe  common  adveraary,  who  being  drove  oat 
of  the  field  they  ought  then  to  be  discarded,  or  else  they  wiU  become  our 
mastera  unless  some  other  passion  can  be  called  in  to  aid  in  keeping  them 

It  ia  the  want  of  this  caution  that  draws  pet^e  to  be  righteous  overmach, 
not  obaeiving  that  a  zeal  of  devotion  which  waa  once  a  necessary  servant 
of  righteouanees,  may  become  a  formidable  enemy ;  but  tbia  world  ie  a 
school  wherein  we  ere  always  to  learn,  nor  ever  think  ourselves  perfect 
masters  in  onr  acience  of  rectitude,  or  be  too  aure  that  our  rules  of  it  are 
infallible ;  it  is  a  perpetual  warfare  wherein  we  must  keep  a  vigilant  eye  as 
well  upon  frienda  as  upon  declared  enemies.  According  to  the  capacities 
of  men  or  the  situation  whereto  they  are  respectively  arrived  in  their  pro- 
gress, that  ma;  be  holineaa  in  one  which  would  be  superstition  in  another, 
and  the  same  point  a  step  forwards  to  one  which  would  be  a  atep  backwards 
to  another.  Tlierefore  it  will  behove  us  to  proceed  with  discretion,  observ- 
ing diligently  the  several  bearings  of  onr  ultimate  aim,  and  the  lines  point- 
ing to  it  from  every  quarter,  that  so  we  may  discern  what  movement  will 
nuke  the  nearest  practicable  ^)proach  from  the  spot  where  each  man 
stands,  and  in  the  circamstsnces  of  his  situation. 

Nor  ia  discretion  more  needful  in  fixing  upon  the  particular  point  wo 
wonld  conduct  to,  than  in  the  mann^  of  condncting  :  men  never  were  so 
well  drove  as  led,  and  in  these  countries,  God  be  thanked,  they  will  not 
drive  at  all.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  blessing,  because  if  you  could  drive  them 
they  would  follow  the  letter  of  your  directions  ;  to  lead  they  muat  under- 
Etand  the  spirit,  or  they  will  not  budge  an  inch  after  yon.  But  tbe  appre- 
hwfM"\»  of  men  are  ao  various,  that  by  speaking  a  truth  one  may  chance  to 
convey  the  idea  of  an  arrant  falaehood,  and  recommend  a  maxim  perfectly 
•alutnry  to  one's  self,  whit^  might  be  poiaonona  to  be  followed  by  another. 

Yet  if  the  truth  were  ever  ao  clear  or  the  maxim  unexceptionable,  still 
if  tiuera  be  anything  diatasleful  accompanying  the  delivery,  it  will  not  be 
received  :  for  there  ia  a  stoutness,  and  an  aversion  to  inferiority  rooted  in 
all  men,  which  must  be  managed  with  great  delicacy.  All  parade  of  ex- 
traordinary righteonsness,  austerity,  stiffness,  tutorage,  expresuoa  uf  con- 
tempt or  pity  for  the  angodly,  or  even  looks  of  censure  where  it  is  not 
expressed  by  words,  which  very  good  people  are  sometimes  too  prone  to 
indulge  in,  will  certainly  set  them  against  you.     They  take  these  things  for 
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insults  upon  their  nndentnoding,  or  attempta  opon  their  Uberty,  so  will  go 
in  direct  ocmtncliotioii  to  what  yoQ  would  have,  merely  to  show  thejr  do 
not  Tklne  yoa,  bat  will  uwit  their  rights. 

ILerefofB  the  prime  Motion  to  be  obaerred  by  him  that  would  work  upon 
tutother,  ia  to  be  aware  of  his  own  vanity,  remembering  that  othB  folks 
have  theirs  too,  which  is  extremely  quick  of  sensibiUty,  and  most  be  ten- 
derly handled ;  for  nothing  is  lo  detestable  to  the  vain,  as  hi*  own  pdctore 
in  anotber's  conntenance  or  carriage. 

Hie  aafeet  way  of  dealing  with  this  tonchy  part  in  haman  nature.  Is  to 
watch  opportimitie*  for  insinuating  what  is  pttifltable  imperceptitdy,  when 
men  are  dispoeed  to  receive  it ;  to  manage  if  possible  like  Socrates,  bring* 
ing  them  to  find  out  themselves  what  yun  want  to  inform  them  of,  and 
deure  of  their  own  accord  what  you  wiub  them  to  pnrsne ;  to  cairy  no 
appearance  of  wisdom,  or  sanctity  or  eagemes*.  npon  yonr  brow,  but 
seeming  to  act  onooncemedly,  even  when  you  have  the  most  important 
deaigns  in  your  heart ;  to  study  that  ease  spoken  (rf  in  §  13,  of  Ch^.  XXI. 
which  is  the  product  of  eipertuess ;  and  to  depend  more  upon  wmmpl^ 
than  doonment,  arguing  not  as  a  disputant  who  means  to  oonAite  his  ad- 
veiaaiT.  but  as  one  deliberating  upon  a  omoem  td  his  own,  and  striving 
to  mtdie  your  light  bo  shiae  before  naen,  that  they  may  sea  your  good 
ttorks,  and  glivify  your  Father  which  ia  in  heaven. 

But  then  this  shine  must  not  be  a  glare  of  admiration,  whitdi  might 
shock  their  nnity  and  endanger  the  nourishing  yonr  own,  bat  a  displajr 
of  real  advantage  and  unaffected  enjoyment :  for  this  is  the  most  effectaal 
method  of  bringing  them  to  glorify  God  heartily,  if  they  can  be  made  sen- 
sible by  ocular  demonstration,  that  his  ways  arc  ways  of  pleasantness,  and 
an  his  paths  are  peace.  Which  demonstration  is  not  to  be  exhitnted  by 
kbonred  encomiums  upon  the  happiness  of  a  pious  life,  or  exclamationB  upon 
the  joyful  transports  of  religious  exercises,  which  are  often  so  connteirfeit 
as  to  deceive  those  who  m^  them,  for  the  world  will  seee  throagh  the 
T«l,  and  discern  that  yon  are  not  really  so  delighted  as  yon  persuade  your- 
self I  but  this  light  will  shine  with  brightest  lustre,  when  it  flows  naturally 
from  the  state  of  the  tnind  beaming  by  undesigned  emanation  tlirou^  the 
countenance  and  deportment  i  when,  while  following  your  own  pursnita, 
thinking  nothing  of  the  gaxers  aroimd,  they  can  yet  discern  a  cheerful  SS' 
renity  vrithin,  a  contentedness,  a  continoal  satisfactory  engagement,  a  plenty 
of  attainable  desires,  an  unrufBcd  patience,  an  exemption  from  wants  or 
cravii^  ftmn  turbulent  and  tormenting  passions. 

Thns  yon  see  It  is  for  the  good  of  your  neighbour,  as  well  as  for  yonr 
own  soImc,  to  make  yonr  Keligion  as  pleaenrsble  a  work  as  possible ;  which 
it  can  never  be  nnleas  accommodated  to  the  common  occurrences  of  life. 


I  know  no  better  ws^  to  do  this,  than  by  the  solid  conviclion  and  intimate 
persosnon  heowi  beicre  recommended,  which  may  bring  us  to  consider  it, 
not  as  en  obligation,  nor  command,  nor  a  deliverance  from  dresidfol  mise- 
ries, nor  yet  a  ladder  to  high  reputation  and  self- applause,  but  as  a  ptnfit- 
nUe  sdteme ;  and  make  as  seek  a  profit  from  it  upon  every  occasion  that 

I  have  before  acknowledged  it  a  vain  imagination  to  think  we  can  ever 
thus  completely  adjust  it  to  all  cases  and  situations  in  this  vale  of  darkness 
and  tmbMility ;  yet  I  coaoeive  a  common  man  may  sncceed  so  lar,  as,  if 
not  to  become  «  wamung  light  to  others,  at  least  to  feci  by  his  own  ex- 
perience, that  what  little  progress  be  can  make  is  well  worth  the  tronbleof 
pursuing  it. 
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22.  For  my  own  part  1  pretend  to  have  ran  do  giett  lengths  of  jmA- 
ciency,  nor  been  able  to  laj  out  mv  meaaorea  npon  mj  own  plnn :  if  I  have 
now  and  then  bit  upon  aometbiDg  planiible  in  the  caurse  □€  theM  Cluqrtera. 
little  ia  to  be  inferred  from  thence,  for  it  is  not  nncommon  for  men  to  talk 
better  than  the;  can  act,  and  enforce  a  sentiment  apou  others  which  the; 
cumot  raiM  in  themaelTe*.  I  every  day  experience  the  tiitth  of  what  I 
have  laid  down,  that  conviction  ia  not  the  aame  as  persuasion ;  for  many 
things  appearing  with  the  clearest  evidence  to  my  nndentanding,' are  very 
hardly  bron^ht  to  possess  my  imagination.  I  act  often  opcHi  impulse, 
sometimes  for  want  of  a  better  guidance,  at  others  because  unable  to  reaiat 
it.  1  am  Bometiinea  thrown  into  doubt  by  coatraij  ^tpearances,  sometimes 
left  in  darimesa  for  want  of  any  light ;  unable  to  trace  my  refereucea  or 
discern  what  relation  my  common  employments  bear  to  the  grand  concern : 
ao  am  forced  to  take  direction  from  custom,  or  example,  or  other  people's 
opinions,  or  from  some  of  the  internal  senses,  or  inclination,  or  fancy,  and 
when  I  can  discover  my  road  often  find  it  too  arduous  or  too  obstructed  for 
me  to  travel. 

Nevertheless,  what  ^Mttance  of  proficieucy  I  have  made,  haa  turned 
wholly  to  my  benefit,  and  in  no  respect  that  1  can  perceive  lessened  th« 
enjoyment  of  life :  if  it  has  debarred  me  from  some  gratifications  of  fond 
desire  and  appetite,  they  were  such  as  I  mnst  have  paid  dearly  for  in  the 
oonaequencea :  if  it  has  drove  me  npon  some  toils  and  troubles,  they  were 
nukde  easy  by  the  satisfaction  in  the  performance,  and  rewarded  by  the 
snbseqnent  advantages  they  earned. 

I  have  made  shift  to  trace  the  reference  in  some  of  my  common  employ- 
ments to  the  great  design,  and  thereby  turned  trifles  into  matters  of  moment : 
have  deduced  some  of  my  ordinary  rules  of  behaviour  from  their  ori^nal 
■onrce,  which  gives  a  solid  complacence  in  the  practice  of  them.  When 
■nrprised  or  overpowered  by  impulse,  1  esteem  it  a  damage  sustained  j 
when  having  the  good  lock  to  resist  it,  1  regard  that  as  a  profit  made ;  my 
ill  successes  in  thu  struggle  are  frequent  enough,  yet  they  do  oot  drive  roe 
into  despondency,  as  well  knowing  that  the  strength  to  will  is  given  na  as 
well  as  the  power  to  do,  and  it  suits  with  my  fundamental  principle  to  rest 
contented  with  the  portioo  both  of  spiritual  and  worldly  estate  that  God 
has  bestowed  on  roe,  for  what  pretence  have  I  to  superior  graces  above  my 
fellows  ?  Yet  this  cootent  does  not  abate  my  readiness  to  make  improve* 
ments  whenever  a  bir  opportunity  ofiers,  by  which  attentioa  to  improve  all 
advantages  occarring,  I  think  my  conduct  is  become  a  little  more  uaiform 
and  significant  than  heretofore,  and  engaging  employment  found  for  some 
hours  which  otherwise  might  have  passed  unavailing  or  irksome.  When 
dangers,  pains,  troubles,  and  disappointments,  though  not  very  severe  nor 
greviouB,  fall  upon  me,  I  still  suffer  by  them,  for  the  machine  is  too  strong 
for  the  manager ;  yet  less  and  less  as  my  principle  gathers  vigour,  which  aa 
soon  as  it  can  find  room  to  enter,  takes  off  their  pressure  and  entirely  dis- 
sipates the  remains  of  them  that  would  hang  upon  the  mind. 

If  I  pretend  to  stand  exempt  from  vanity,  it  would  be  a  prevarication, 
for  1  often  perceive  its  attaclcs,  and  doubt  not  it  has  an  influence  in  many 
instances  where  I  do  not  perceive  it :  but  my  idea  of  iutrinsic  equality  and 
the  general  interest  is  the  most  averse  to  its  motions,  giving  me  whea 
lively  a  concern  and  sympathy  in  the  successes  of  others,  inclining  me  to 
think  the  best  of  every  one  aa  a  fellow  labourer,  made  instramental,  whe- 
ther he  knows  it  or  do,  in  the  same  common  service,  the  perfecting  of  the 
species  :  so  that  1  can  sometimes  find  justifications  and  excuses  for  persona 
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with  whom  I  contest,  T^ard  vices  and  follies  as  an  nnhappj  distemper  of 
the  mind,  consider  the  patient  u  a  congenial  Psyche  incommodiouBlr 
lodged,  a  waodeiing  star  in  the  lowest  parta  of  its  orbit,  and  envy  no  ad- 
vantage or  pleasures  that  I  do  not  apprehend  teniunating  in  mi»cluef.  If 
I  Ml  deficient  in  the  common  basineaB  of  life  or  social  offices,  this  most  be 
imputed  to  my  natural  and  contracted  infinmties,  for  my  principle  orgea  me 
to  Gontinoal  anhorrpng  activity  in  pursuit  of  some  end,  in  performing  any 
little  good  office,  or  obliging  compliance  or  entertainment  when  nothing 
more  important  is  at  hand. 

As  my  dependence  rests  solely  npon  the  largeness  of  the  divine  bounty, 
I  can  sometimes,  when  that  idea  fills  my  thoughts,  survey  the  provisions, 
the  gratifications,  the  pastimes,  the  joys,  the  comforts  poored  around  with 
onsporing  hand  upon  man,  and  beast,  and  bird,  and  fish,  and  insect,  with 
more  delight  than  the  finest  landscape  I  ever  beheld ;  nor  is  the  pleasure 
unfreqoently  doubled  by  the  reflectiim  of  having  such  a  taste,  which  I  value 
at  a  higher  rate  than  tbatof  architecture,  painting,  or  music,  not  as  a  more 
brilliant  accomplishment,  but  as  a  more  benefidal  poaseasion. 

For  the  greater  fund  of  happiness  I  can  find  in  the  world,  the  fuller 
manifestation  I  have  of  the  divine  goodness,  and  the  better  grounds  of  ex- 
pectation for  myself,  as  having  no  WEurant  to  look  for  more  than  my  pro- 
portionable share  of  the  blesainga  redundant  from  that  sconrce.  While  J 
can  hold  this  prospect  in  view,  the  evils  scattered  among  it  lessen  by  com- 
parison :  for  how  many  more  houses  of  commodious  habitation,  of  business, 
of  entertainment,  of  joUity,  are  there,  than  gaols  and  hospitals  i  how  many 
more  doors  rattling  with  peals  of  visiting  thunder,  than  knockers  tied  ap  ? 
how  many  more  provisions  are  brought  in  the  markets  and  wares  in  the 
shops,  than  drugs  dispensed  by  the  ^lotheciiry  ?  how  many  more  hours 
have  we  of  engagement,  of  promising  pursuit,  of  tranquillity,  content,  diver- 
sion, and  merriment,  than  of  sickness,  pain,  or  melanrboly  ? 

If  there  be  any  exception  to  the  indulgence  of  these  ideas,  it  is  that  they 
make  me  too  partial  to  that  hypothesis  which  seems  to  glorify  God  in  the 
highest  conceivable  degree,  by  raising  the  proportion  of  good  to  evil 
thronghout  the  universe,  and  consequently  throughout  the  period  of  every 
creatnre's  existent^,  so  high  as  miUiona  of  millions  of  millions  to  one ; 
which  whether  it  be  true  or  no,  yet  if  firmly  believed  might  render  us  in- 
sensible to  the  troubles  of  life  by  the  joy  that  is  set  before  ue,  and  lighten 
all  the  labours  by  representing  them  us  necessary  to  secure  the  enjoyment 
of  snch  an  immense  estate. 

When  the  seaMns  of  g^race  are  upon  me,  which  I  reckon  those  wherein 
the  mam  principle  is  immediately  operating  either  in  devotion,  or  contem- 
t^tion,  or  stn^,  or  the  practice  of  something  apj^ehended  a  good  work, 
though  much  versed  in  the  microscope,  I  could  never  yet  discover  any 
supernatural  impulse  in  those  experiences,  nor  feel  the  finger  of  God  nor  hear 
his  whispers ;  yet  I  see  him  clearly  through  the  telescope  fitted  up  with  the 
object-glass  of  reason,  and  the  eye-glass  of  faith,  one  to  converge  the  rays 
collect^  by  the  other,  but  at  an  immense  distunce  both  of  time  and  place, 
working  in  the  birth  of  nature,  providing  with  unerring  certainty  those 
causes  which  by  a  million  of  complicated  and  intricate  windings  have  pro-  - 
doced  the  effect  I  now  fee). 

Upon  all  these  occauona  there  is  a  calm  joy,  a  complacence,  a  satisfation 
at  least  equal  to  that  of  any  (ucceaaful  porsnits,  pleasing  reflections,  or 
noblest  aims  of  other  kinds  that  I  have  had  experience  of,  flowing  spon- 
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taneoiuly  without  any  force  upon  the  iowgiDatioD  to  throw  them  np,  ud 

when  K)  coming  they  are  most  geauioe  and  most  striking. 

For  our  fondneca  of  intense  pleasures  lead*  into  grces  mistakes,  when  wa 
thiok  to  stretch  appetite  beyond  its  natural  tone ;  neitber  the  pleasnrea  of 
religkni  nor  of  Bense  will  be  increased  by  being  forced  ;  he  that  takes  pama 
to  believe  himsetf  vastly  ddighted,  is  in  reality  scarce  delighted  at  all  i  he 
IB  only  toad  of  the  credit  of  it  in  his  own  fancy  ;  but  true  joy  will  operate 
by  ita  native  vigour  without  wanting  our  aid  to  give  it  motion.  It  is  oui 
business  to  ply  diligentlv  to  our  work,  to  use  the  means  of  grace,  and  fc^w 
those  coorses  that  sre  productive  of  satisfaction,  and  then  we  need  not  fear 
having  enou^  of  it  by  such  reflections  as  will  naturally  spring  tbereirom, 
without  our  rarther  teeking. 

23.  But  why  do  I  dwell  upon  the  little  benafita  aocruiog  (nm  this  pria< 
dple  in  an  imperfect  creature  but  feebly  poaaeased  with  it,  and  not  carry  oa 
the  thoughts  to  that  full  unceasing  stUisfaotion,  which  must  flow  from  it 
when  vigcmMis,  perfect,  and  general  f  If  men  of  sagacity  wookl  examina 
the  grounds  of  it  impartially,  so  as  to  render  the  evidence  dear  and  familiar 
to  their  thooghts  beyond  oil  danger  of  subaeqiient  doubt  or  mistrast,  and 
then  rednoe  it  to  practical  rules  so  as  to  have  a  reason  for  pursuing  all  their 
other  sciences,  arts,  schemes,  employments,  and  manners  of  behaviour  de- 
ducible  therefrom ;  their  authority  and  example  would  soon  draw  the  rest 
of  the  world  aftn-  them ,  as  their  skill  in  commimicating  ideas  might  render 
the  methods  of  following  them,  according  to  different  situation*  and  cir- 
cumstances,  intelligible  to  every  one. 

For  we  see  by  experience  of  the  ruling  paanons,  that  a  distant  aim  im< 
pressed  strongly  upon  the  imagination  is  capable  of  employing  men  fnr 
vears,  and  shaping  all  other  deaires  to  a  conformity  therewith.  And  as  all  men 
have  some  value  for  their  jodgment,  choosing  rather  to  follow  it  than  not, 
when  there  lies  no  impediment  in  the  way,  the  general  idea  of  right  might 
always  influence  them,  bnt  that  the  current  rules  of  rectitude  are  not  adapted 
to  their  particular  circumstances,  urging  them  frequently  to  impraoticahle 
perfonuances,  and  resistance  of  appetite  they  an  not  able  to  make,  which 
give*  them  a  distaste  to  rectitude  itself,  as  being  a  romantic  or  trooUesome 
thing ;  whereas  were  it  clearly  discerned  what  is  the  nearest  feasible  advance 
thereto,  and  guidance  of  appetite  within  their  forces  to  practise  in  eac^ 
succeeding  moment,  they  might  come  into  a  liking  vt  it,  and  continually 
improve  their  strength. 

The  transition  from  rectitude  to  the  grand  iotttttion  is  very  shott,  for 
every  right  action  is  a  doing  the  will  of  Qod,  and  every  man  feeb  a  satis- 
faction in  the  consciousness  of  having  done  right,  when  be  h»[yen*  to  find 
groand  for  it,  which  makes  men  so  rrady  to  deceive  tbenwelvea  in  the  motives 
of  their  proceedings,  because  by  this  means  they  get  a  false  bottom  juft  suffi- 
cient to  soppM^  a  present  conscionsBess  together  with  the  sati^ctUHi  ac- 
companying, thou^  it  will  fail  them  in  time  of  trial  when  the  weight 
of  dose  examination  comes  to  press  upon  it.  Therefore  if  they  oouU  ba 
shown  wbidi  were  the  rightest  courses  of  those  that  are  pleasant  or  Cttsy, 
and  that  the  preference  of  them  would  bear  a  rcfcmice  to  the  grand  intca- 
tion,  they  would  grow  more  and  more  in  love  with  rectitude  on  tinitin^^ 
pleasure  capable  of  being  turned  into  it,  until  by  d^rees  thmgs  woald  b^ 
eoma  pleasing  because  right,  and  because  admitting  the  reference,  from 
tranbleaome  or  painful  that  they  were  before. 

Thn*  it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  that  science  in  the  world,  that  mankind 
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iB^eftindM-knesBMidiDiMry,  niKlcr  thedominioDof  pasiioD,  appetite,  fean, 
vexations,  and  worldly  cares  :  for  a  way  might  be  found  by  directing  tbe 
choice  d  pleanirea,  thioi^h  which  thej  could  and  would  travd  to  the  land 
of  light,  liberty,  and  happincH. 

When  this  way  shall  open  no  man  can  tell :  I  much  qneatioii  whether  it 
will  happen  in  the  year  of  the  world  six  thousand  six  handred  trad  sixty- 
six,  end  have  some  doubt  that  it  roaj  not  happen  at  all  upon  this  earth,  be< 
cmse  apjwcbending  it  designed  for  the  use  of  more  passengers  than  this 
earth  can  contain.  As  I  pretend  to  no  revel^ttions  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
find  out  the  day  of  which  no  man  knoweth,  nt  not  the  Son,  but  the  Father 
only  :  nevertheleae,  as  the  profit  of  reason,  preuging  upon  obserratiou  of 
the  divine  economy  exemplified  in  the  history  of  mankind,  1  presume  to 
augurate  that  it  will  h^pen  in  some  part  of  our  journey  throngh 
matter,  when  the  ten  righteous  described  in  Chap.  XIX.  shall  arise. 
Tlieir  wisdom  will  soon  draw  others  resembling  them  nearest  to  perfect 
themselves  upon  their  model :  as  the  numbers  increase,  the  propriety  of 
their  conduct,  the  justness  of  their  measures,  the  h&rmony  of  their  dispoei- 
tion,  the  amiableuess  of  their  characters,  and  happiness  of  their  lives  must 
become  manifest  to  all,  and  excite  a  general  admiration  with  a  desire  of  par- 
taking in  the  like :  their  nnanimity  among  themselves,  their  benevolence 
to  others,  their  aober  discretiou  and  unpemrrted  sagacity  will  render  dear 
to  every  capacity,  how  their  example  may  be  followed  by  persons  differently 
qualified  ecoort^ng  to  tbe  variety  of  situations  and  drcnmstancea  among 
Uiem,  BO  that  there  will  be  no  doubt,  nnccrtainty,  nor  disappointment,  to 
discourage  anybody  in  his  pn^ess  ;  as  the  hent  of  imitation  becomes  ge- 
nend,  the  torrunt  of  custom  must  drive  in  the  rest,  and  happy  experience 
will  effectually  secure  those  who  have  once  made  the  trial,  so  that  the  whole 
apecies  will  be  honnd  together  in  one  bond  of  wisdom,  love,  and  happiness : 
and  then  shall  commenoe  the  kingdom,  or  more  probably  republic  of  the 
just,  or  if  they  have  a  king,  it  will  be  none  other  than  God  himself,  whoM 
riory,  and  the  ministration  in  whose  deeigns  of  Providence  will  be  the  fun- 
damental law  and  basis  of  their  craiatitution. 

In  the  mean  while  let  us  make  it  our  ultimate  aim  and  constant  intention 
to  advance  this  joyful  event,  though  as  yet  lying  at  an  immense  distance 
from  us  ;  for,  to  reaome  the  Stoical  metaphor,  we  are  still  deeply  merged 
under  water,  and  arc  so  connected  together  that  none  of  us  can  breathe  tbe 
free  air  until  the  whole  body  approaches  near  the  surface,  which  it  is  riring 
towards  by  slow  and  scarce  perceptible  degrees.  So  that  if  we  can  a  little 
ease  the  weight  in  any  part,  or  g^ve  a  lift  of  one  inch  to  any  ungle  member, 
it  is  a  service  to  the  whole,  and  a  service  to  ourselves,  by  speeding  the  time 
that  is  to  bring  on  our  total  emersion. 

:  TbereSore  it  is  our  business  to  obserre  what  gradations  of  d^>th  men  ae  - 
Torally  lie  under,  and  contrive  how  we  may  employ  our  opportunities  for 
bd|ung  them.  He  that  is  vain  of  hia  piety,  bis  reasoD.  or  his  public  aer- 
Tiaet.  hangs  a  Uttle  higher  than  while  be  was  vain  of  doing  mischief,  of 
fi^ies,  or  trifles ;  to  be  superstitions  is  something  of  a  rise  above  hardened 
insensibility ;  industry,  forecast,  economy,  generosity,  courteousnese,  is  a 
decree  of  advance  firom  idleneaa,  giddiness,  dissipatioa,  avarice,  and  ill-na- 
tnre ;  the  dan  of  pleasure,  who  diooaes  discreetly  such  among  them  as  are 
innocent,  swims  a  span  over  him  who  is  hurried  to  and  fro  by  every  preaent 
qipetite,  bq>pening  to  atrike  atrongly  upon  hia  fancy. 

As  the  good  of  mankind  in  this  worid  is  made  our  direction  for  attaining 
the  good  c^  the  other,  thoee  ere  tbe  measures  of  rectitude  which  npou  every 
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occosioD  will  yield  the  greater  enjoyment  or  temporal  good  to  our«e)ve»  or 
others,  or  the  public ;  computation  being  made  upon  the  whole  amount  of 
their  prodnce.  But  aince  through  our  inexperience  and  afaortness  of  onr 
TiewB,  this  direction  cannot  always  be  had,  we  must  take  it  from  tboM 
rules  which  have  prevailed  among  the  meet  judicious  and  diacemiog,  in  the 
several  branches  of  oonduct ;  always  prefuring  tbe  higher  aad  beft  aatbo- 
rized  before  otherv  of  inferior  weight.  And  so  &r  as  we  can  act  under  them 
with  a  consciousness  of  rectitude,  either  during  the  performance  or  upon 
subsequent  reflection,  in  those  instances,  whether  we  l>e  eating  or  drinking, 
or  whatsoever  we  be  doing,  we  act  in  pursuance  of  our  great  intention,  and 
may  be  said  to  do  them  all  directly  or  remotely,  for  the  glory  of  God. 


CHAP.  XXVI I. 
DOING  AS  WE  WOULD  BE  DONE  BY. 

Among  all  the  rules  which  may  be  employed  as  medimni  in  cairying  on 
the  reference  between  our  altimate  aim  and  the  common  transactions  of  life, 
there  is  none  better  capable  of  that  service,  than  this  of  doing  aa  we  would 
be  done  by.  For  it  connects  immediately  with  tbe  love  of  oar  neighbour, 
by  which  we  most  evidently  manifest  our  love  of  God,  for  every  man  will 
readily  give  the  same  treatment  to  one  whom  he  loves  as  himself,  that  he 
would  wish  to  receive  himself,  and  it  is  applicable  to  all  our  intercourses 
among  one  another ;  because  in  business,  in  passing  judgment,  in  discourse, 
whether  serious  or  amnnng,  in  diversion,  in  merriment,  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion to  serve,  to  be  candid,  to  oblige,  and  to  please,  which  a  man  would  be 
glad  to  find  in  others,  and  may  serve  him  for  a  rule  to  return  the  like  to 
them  again. 

This  precept  is  enjoined  by  Christ  as  the  sum  of  all  those  delivered  by 
any  revelation  before :  wha^ocver  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  yon, 
do  even  so  unto  them,  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Human  reason 
was  clear-sighted  enough  to  perceive  the  ealutaiy  effects  of  this  maxim, 
which  among  Philosophers  and  Moralists,  has  been  commonly  entitled  the 
golden  rule,  to  expreas  its  snpereminence  in  value  above  all  others  i  as  wdl 
knowing  that  nothing  contributes  so  much  to  peace,  and  order,  and  happi- 
ness in  the  world,  as  an  equitable  temper  disposed  to  weigh  the  wants  and 
desires  of  other  persons  in  equal  balance  with  our  own. 

And  this  seems  to  be  the  first  moral  sense  that  sprouts  within  as :  yihen 
reason  begins  to  open,  it  gives  us  a  contxm  for  the  morrow,  which  lays  tbe 
foundation  of  prudence ;  after  having  shot  its  beams  forwards  to  discover  tbe 
future,  it  then  spreads  them  in  width,  making  us  sensible  of  the  pains  and  plea- 
sures whereof  we  see  expressions  around  us.  For  compassion  makes  its  a{q»ear- 
ance  very  early,  but  compassion  is  nothing  else  than  sympathizing  with  the  ' 
distresses  beheld ;  and  tbe  idea  of  injury  cannot  subust  widiout  it,  wherefore 
we  commonly  introdnce  that  idea  into  children  by  questions  of  bow  they 
would  like  to  be  so  served  themselves.  Thus  as  prudent^  conaiBts  in  a  quick 
•ensibUity  of  good  and  evil  to  come,  so  eqaitsbleness  consists  in  a  like  quick 
sensibility  of  the  feelings  and  apprehensions  of  another:  and  both  alike  serve 
as  auxiliaries  to  judgment,  by  possessingthe  imag^ation  with  objects  to  set 
ia  balance  agaiust  the  present  impulses  of  appetite. 

From  hence  we  may  learn  what  course  is  to  be  taken  for  gaining  this 
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facalty,  namely,  by  placing  oureelves  in  imagination  as  exactly  as  possible  in 
the  rery  lituation  of  other  peraons,  striving  to  enter  into  their  sentiments, 
tbeir  conceptions,  their  tastes,  their  motives,  their  joys,  and  their  sorrows, 
considerbg  what  we  should  wish,  or  do,  or  comprehend,  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, whereto  it  will  be  a  help  if  we  can  recollect  any  sinular  sitoa- 
tion  wherein  we  have  stood  onrselves. 

Bnt  this,  like  all  other  habits,  is  only  to  be  acqnired  by  continual  appli- 
cation and  practice,  which  may  inure  the  imagination  to  s  readiness  and 
vigour  in  perfonning  its  office.  As  an  inducement  to  enter  upon  sndi  practice 
we  may  reflect,  that  we  are  notliing  in  ourselves  bnt  what  God  by  his 
courses  of  nature  and  fortune  has  made  us,  that  to  them  it  was  wholly  ow- 
ing we  were  so  bom,  so  endowed,  so  bred,  so  supplied,  so  improved  as  we 
be,  and  if  he  had  pleased,  we  might  have  stood  in  the  same  case  in  all  re- 
spects with  any  persons  we  see,  and  they  might  have  been  placed  in  ours. 

Then  to  encourage  us  is  this  exercise  we  may  consider,  it  is  not  impossi- 
ble there  may  be  a  rotation  through  all  the  states  of  B^ng  in  the  Universe, 
so  that  every  perceptive  individual  passes  in  turn  through  every  one  of 
them :  which  thought  must  make  equity  a  matter  of  prudence,  because  the 
case  of  every  other  will  sooner  or  later  actoally  become  our  own,  and  it  is 
our  interest  to  make  every  part  in  this  theatre  of  the  Universe  easy,  which 
we  shall  one  day  be  put  to  act  ourselves. 

Bnt  if  this  appears  a  romantic  imagination,  we  have  experience  of  the 
oontinnal  vidssitudeB  and  turns  of  sfiaira  in  this  world,  so  that  we  know 
not  how  soon  we  may  need  the  benefit  of  an  equitable  temper  and  good  will 
in  the  very  person,  to  whom  we  may  now  set  the  precedent:  besides  that 
example,  sympathy,  and  amiableness  of  the  proceeding,  may  generate  the 
like  disposition,  and  procure  us  the  like  benefit  from  others  who  are  wit- 
nesses of  our  conduct.  Or,  at  all  events,  if  we  have  any  persuasion  of  thn 
divine  Equity,  this  will  insm:e  us  a  personal  interest  in  sU  the  good  and  evil 
we  bring  upon  oar  neighbom',  as  being  in  some  shape  or  other  certainly  to 
letora  upon  our  own  head. 

If  then  it  he  our  own  concern  to  act  equitably  in  all  our  dealings  with 
all,  it  mnst  be  so  likewise  to  observe  diligently  their  characters,  their  con- 
ceptions, their  views,  and  every  present  circumstance  that  may  aflbrd  os 
better  direction  for  so  doing,  and  to  stifle  every  selfish  appetite  or  narrow 
piejudice  which  might  darken  or  obstruct  us  in  onr  scrutiny. 

2,  Nevertheless,  there  are  some  persons  who  do  not  want  an  equitable  dis- 
poritjon,  yet  find  themselves  obstructed  in  the  exercise  of  it  by  a  seeming 
contrariety  theron  to  the  rules  of  justice,  and  common  prudence  prevailing 
among  mankind,  or  are  misled  by  losing  sight  of  the  foundation  whereon  it 
rests,  the  purpose  to  be  effected  by  it.  The  obetmctionB  and  apparent 
contrariety  spring  from  their  confining  it  within  too  narrow  a  compass,  tak- 
ing in  only  nngle  objects  in  cases  where  the  consequence  of  their  procedure 
will  extend  to  many.  They  scruple  to  prosecute  a  thief  becaose  they  should 
not  tike  to  be  punished  for  what  tbey  have  done  amiss  themselves ;  to  sue  a 
debtor  to  judgment  and  execution,  because  they  should  think  it  a  hardship 
to  be  so  pressed  and  straightened ;  to  deny  a  beggar,  because  they  should 
find  uneasiness  in  a  refusal  of  what  they  earnestly  desired ;  to  be  hard  or 
reserved  in  a  bargain,  because  they  should  wish  to  have  all  others  open  and 
easy  with  them.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  equity,  bearing  a  near 
reJatiou  to  love  of  one's  neighbour,  ought  to  extend  the  same  compass,  that 
is,  to  all  who  may  be  any  way  affect^  by  the  thing  we  are  doing :  and 
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u  we  moat  not  love  one  nei^bonr  bo  ai  to  ne^ect  the  othen,  ao  natlter 

mart  we  suffer  onr  equity  to  one  person  to  make  lu  iniqnitoiu  to  all  the  rett. 

Therefore  in  sympathizing  with  the  criminal,  the  debtor,  the  neceadtons, 
and  the  negotiant,  we  do  well ;  because  this  will  preserve  us  from  oninioeity, 
from  hard-heBrteiineas  and  over-reaciiing  ?  hot  onr  sympathy  ought  not  to 
rest  there,  we  must  carry  it  on  to  others  who  may  he  endamaged  in  their 
properties  by  onr  remissness,  who  may  he  drawn  into  negligence  and  wretch- 
edness hy  onr  encooragement  of  idleness,  to  the  public  who  may  soffer 
damage  thereby  in  the  products  of  labour,  to  onr  fiunilies  who  may  he 
injured  by  the  foregoing  onr  rights  or  softness  in  contracts,  to  the  simple 
who  may  be  hurt  by  onr  example,  rendering  virtne  distaatefol  and  ridi- 
nulons. 

If  we  survey  all  aromid  ns  to  observe  what  mischief  or  inconveniences 
may  accme  any  where,  and  reflect  how  we  should  like  to  have  those  mis- 
chiefs fall  upon  ourselves,  then,  but  not  till  then,  we  shall  be  foUy  qualified 
to  judge  what  is  equitable ;  for  equity  is  not  benelf  until  she  can  show  a 
like  regard  to  all  whom  the  measure  she  prompts  to  may  concern.  Bnt  raea 
are  BO  apt  to  be  guided  in  every  thing  by  present  impulse,  they  cannot  sym- 
pathize unless  with  objects  strildng  their  Een?ei,  by  wbicb  means  the  golden 
rule  of  reason  becomes  transmuted  into  the  base  metal  of  paasion,  as  all 
other  religious  and  moral  sciences  may  do  by  ill  management ;  nor  can  it  be 
leetored  to  standard  parity  again,  until  brought  to  take  all  the  good  ond 
evil  flowing  from  onr  conduct  into  account,  fsuiy  balancing  one  against  the 

Bnt  since  we  sddom  have  sagacity  or  clearness  of  prospect  enough  to  see 
the  remote  oonseqaencea  of  things,  we  most  take  direction  from  the  best  tu- 
thorized  rules  of  behaviour  in  matters  of  severity,  contention,  opposition, 
caution,  and  regard  to  private  interest  in  dealings,  trusting  that  tb«y  were 
established  upon  good  foundations  for  the  benefit  of  mankind :  therefore  by 
breaking  them  we  shall  so  Iw  as  in  us  lies  defeat  that  benefit,  and  do  a  cer- 
tain injury  somewhere,  though  we  may  not  discern  where ;  but  our  equity,  if 
we  have  it  genuine,  will  withhold  us  from  doing  what  we  should  not  like, 
though  to  persona  unknown,  for  sake  of  gratifying  one  or  two  wham  w« 
have  before  our  eyes. 

And  this  prevalence  of  impulse  above  judgment  likewise  misleads  ns  in 
the  application  of  our  equity,  which  on^t  to  foUow  the  same  rules  with  the 
love  of  onr  neighbour :  bnt  if  our  self-love  be  fond,  indiscreet,  intempe- 
nte,  pernicious,  and  deatmetive  of  our  real  interests,  we  shall  do  him  no 
good,  nor  folfil  onr  dntr  by  loving  him  in  the  same  manner  as  we  do  our- 
selves. 

When  we  entice  another  into  debaucheries,  lay  temptations  in  hi*  way, 
or  provide  fuel  for  bis  intemperate  cravings,  it  is  no  juitilication  to  say,  that 
we  should  like  prodigiously  to  be  so  dealt  with  ourselves  ;  for  by  indulging 
a  present  desire  to  the  fhtiire  disappointment  of  those  we  shall  have  at  an- 
ther time,  which  is  the  case  of  all  vicious  and  impmdent  plcoanres,  we  are 
nnequitable  to  onreelves  and  to  our  own  desires,  which  are  om-  best  friends, 
if  their  friandship  be  impartially  cultivated ;  therefore  if  we  proceed  the 
same  way  with  another,  we  must  neceaaarily  be  unequitable  to  bim,  depart- 
ing from  the  spirit  of  our  rule  while  seeming  to  adhere  to  the  letter :  jnat 
a*  if  a  man,  who  in  a  fit  of  strong  deqwir  wishes  somebody  will  shoot  him 
through  the  bead,  should  out  of  an  e^iilaUe  disposition  strive  to  pisttd  aa 
many  others  as  he  cootd. 
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It  m  pity  but  perents  would  take  this  matter  into  lericmB  connderatiuii,  in- 
stead of  ndniiig  themEelree  npon  their  inabilitj  to  deny  the  pretty  creatnra 
whaterer  it  eageriy  want* ;  for  dwy  often  rain  their  children  by  giving  the 
Kune  indidgence  to  their  crarings,  and  fande*,  and  follies,  as  liiey  take  for 
their  own.  And  sometiinttthe  like  weakness  draws  men  into  an  injnrions 
compliance  with  other*  not  so  nearly  related  to  them.     Bnt  as  diarity  be- 

ri  at  home,  so  mnfrt  her  twin  sister  equity ;  for  he  that  has  no  prndenes 
himself  cannot  have  a  genuine  charity  to  his  neighboar,  nor  nntil  bo 
hu  got  rid  of  all  partiality  to  any  particnlar  inclination  of  his  own,  ia  be 
oompletdy  qsalified  to  pnctise  the  gtdAen  mle. 

Aod  the  art  of  condncting  impartiaUy  between  remote  and  near  gretifi' 
catioa  may  be  best  learned  by  b^^inning  to  practise  it  upon  another ;  for 
aa  the  akin  is  nearer  then  the  shirt,  as  the  direct  view  of  an  object  is  some- 
thing brighter  than  the  reflection  of  it  in  B  mirror,  so  our  fellow  feelings 
are  not  quite  so  strong  aa  om'  immediate  sensations,  nor  the  appetites  they 
excite  quite  so  ungovernable  ;  they  do  not  so  closely  fetter  the  jndgmert, 
which  is  therefore  more  at  hberty  to  observe,  and  better  able  to  ezeonte, 
what  is  expedient  in  another's  case  than  onr  own :  and  after  having  forced 
onr  frient^  into  profitaUe  self-denials  in  love  to  them,  we  shall  leatn 
tliereby  to  do  the  same  with  ourselves,  equity  and  sympaiby  helping  ns  to 
go  through  a  dtsctidine  we  had  enroiscd  npon  persons,  in  whose  neling* 
we  had  a  sensible  conoem. 

8.  But  as  a  temper  truly  equitable  extends  to  sll  persons  who  mayeome 
within  its  inflence,  so  it  wUl  to  all  branches  of  treatment  in  onr  interoonrsee 
UDong  them ;  it  will  not  only  iodine  ns  to  do  as  we  wonld  be  done  by,  but 
likewise  to  think  as  we  wonld  be  thought  by.  We  ere  angry  at  being 
riandercd,  ridieoled,  nndervalued.  triumphed  over,  thou^  but  in  thonght, 
3  we  find  it  oat ;  at  our  actions  being  misinterpreted,  our  words  nnfavoer- 
ably  construed,  our  reasons  unattended  to,  our  meaning  perverted,  and 
oar  eoDdaot  ascribed  to  the  wont  motives  it  conld  proceed  from  ;  we  wish 
to  have  ell  men  candid  and  even  fevonrable  to  a*,  desiroos  of  finding 
grounds  to  give  us  their  approbatiMia.  ready  to  make  all  excuses  and 
aUowaoces  for  onr  Fni«>nkwi,  to  allow  ns  the  full  merit  we  deserve; 
to  presume  our  intentions  were  good,  to  enter  faiiiy  and  willingly  into 
Qor  scntinifints,  and  give  us  the  due  share  of  their  esteem ;  wny  then 
sWnld  we  wfuse  them  what  we  like  so  well  for  ourselves,'  or  practise  upon 
then  what  we  are  so  vehemently  averse  to  have  practised  upon  oorscdves  ? 
His  oertajnly  is  the  ntost  oppoute  temper  possible  to  eqnitableness,  and 
can  proceed  from  nothing  but  a  narrow  selfiahiteBS,  regardless  (rf  every- 
thing  b^t  the  indolgeooe  of  an  evil  hsbit  or  fond  homoar  of  vanity. 

Therefore  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  eradicate  this  evil  wved,  than  whidi 
there  is  none  more  obstraetive  to  the  growth  of  diarity,  for  we  can  never 
heartily  love  those  whom  we  think  ill  of:  bat  as  habits  are  not  presently  to 
be  rooted  oat,  it  requires  our  continual  application  and  vigilance  to  wither 
it  by  degrees.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be  expedient  to  study  the  art  nf 
peitetrating  into  the  ooBceptions  of  persons  we  have  to  deal  with,  notjn(%- 
iag  thm  by  oar  own  ideas,  bat  by  those  we  may  snppoae  them  to  occupy 
their  imagination,  diatingnishiag  between  the  outward  act  and  the  motives 
frmn  wbeace  it  may  ppoceed,  oonnteriiw  bow  many  varioos  apprehensions 
laay  give  birth  to  the  same  action,  and  seeking  impartially  for  the  most 
oonunendable,  or  tite  moat  innocent. 

It  is  too  common  for  people  who  despise  the  vulgar  fiar  want  t^  sense  and 
breeding,  neverthdess  to  expect  the  wve  oioe  discernment  snd  exact  pro- 
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priety  from  them,  which  they  value  tbeniBelves  so  highly  npoo;  which 
seema  a  most  absurd  notion  inconaistent  with  itself,  whereas  it  were  more 
rational  to  conuder  their  education,  ways  of  living,  and  customary  trains  of 
thinking,  to  place  ourselves  in  their  sittmtion,  and  then  examine  what  ideas 
we  should  be  likely  to  have.  We  may  remember  Ukewise  that  other 
people  have  their  passions,  their  prejudices,  their  favourite  aims,  thrar  fears, 
their  caotions,  their  interests,  their  sudden  impulses  and  varieties  of  «ppn- 
heasion,  as  well  as  ourselves ;  we  may  strive  to  recollect  bow  those  several 
canses  have  operated  upon  us,  in  how  many  different  lights  we  have  beheld 
the  same  object,  and  how  aften  we  have  judged  the  same  things  ri^t  whwh- 
we  now  condemn  in  them.  For  I  have  remarked  in  the  Chapter  upon  that 
faculty,  of  how  great  importance  it  is  to  have  a  well- disciplined  imagination 
capable  of  castings  op  in  lively  ideas  whatever  figures  may  be  wanting  for  the 
services  of  reason. 

Bot  such  expertnesa  is  very  difficult  to  be  attained,  for  present  otjects 
and  the  mechanical  workings  of  onr  temperament  so  occopy  onr  thot^ts 
for  the  most  part,  that  we  cannot  easily  recall  the  state  of  ideas  in  oar 
mind  yesterday,  nor  scarce  believe  onr  apprehensions  were  ever  diflerent 
from  what  they  are  now,  mnch  less  can  we  form  a  tolerable  representation 
of  those  in  another  person.  But  the  harder  the  art,  the  more  diligently 
ought  we  to  apply  onr  endeavours  towards  making  some  proficiency  in  it, 
as  being  a  very  valuable  acquisition  which  will  prove  beneficial  to  us  in  many 
respects  not  only  for  its  own  immediate  uses,  but  for  the  furtherance  it  will 
give  to  other  improvements. 

4.  For  it  will  help  to  banish  animosity,  rancoor,  envy,  censorionsness,  de- 
testation, and  contempt  from  our  hearts,  for  we  like  to  have  none  of  those 
sentiments  entertained  against  ourselves,  and  may  learn  to  forgive  onr 
brother  until  seventy  times  seven,  by  reflecting  npon  tbe  indolgenoe  we 
desire  for  our  own  miscanriages. 

In  cases  of  severity,  opposition,  and  displeasure,  it  will  hold  our  regards 
fixed  upon  the  necessity,  never  suffering  us  to  exceed  the  length  driven  (o 
by  that,  nor  to  do  anything  we  must  not  acknowledge  reasonable  to  be 
done  to  as  upon  the  like  occasion  ;  and  the  conscionsness  of  having  accus- 
tomed ourselves  to  proceed  in  this  manner  will  render  our  contentiona 
compatible  with  charity,  and  remove  any  scruples  in  the  exercise  of  them. 
It  will  bring  us  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  infirmities  of  hnnian  nstore . 
the  frequency  of  misapprehensions  and  partial  views,  and  how  apt  the  com- 
mon passions  incident  to  all  men  are  to  drive  them  into  ouwarrantable  pro- 
ceedings ;  thereby  teaching  ns  to  stand  npon  our  guard  even  against  friends, 
yet  without  abating  our  friendship,  as  likewise  to  defend  ourselves  against 
injurious  treatment  from  others,  looking  upon  it  aa  an  unlucky  accident 
witliout  doubling  the  pressure  by  the  vexation  arising  from  an  opinion  of 
their  malignancy. 

It  will  put  a  check  upon  our  desire  of  excelling,  representing  it  as  an 
attempt  to  bring  that  mortification  upon  others,  we  constantly  feel  on  being 
excelled.  It  will  teaeh  ns  to  bear  troubles  and  disappointments  by  con- 
sidering them  as  the  common  lot  of  human  life,  from  which  we  have  no 
better  title  to  exemption  than  anybody  else.  It  will  keep  our  desires  within 
the  bounds  of  reason  and  innocence,  thereby  doubling  the  satisfaction  taken 
in  gratifyinf  them,  with  the  consciousness  of  having  been  careful  to  admit 
such  only  as  were  Injurious  to  nobody.  It  will  enable  us  to  participate  in 
the  pleasures  of  others,  make  us  glad  on  seeing,  and  therefore  quick  in 
finding  out  their  comforts,  engagements,  relishes,  and  enjoyments,  accus- 
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joined  to  contempUte  the  brightest  parts  of  ererr  {vospect,  and  even  capa- 
ble of  receiTing  alleviation  from  the  thought  of  joys  flowing  elsewhere,  at 
seasons  when  we  have  none  of  our  own.  This  may  prove  tine  most  effica- 
cioos  pill  to  purge  melancholy,  the  beat  music  to  silence  the  common  la- 
mentationa  of  a.  widced  and  wretched  world,  discovering  daily  new  sources 
of  lolBcement  we  had  not  discerned  before,  and  which  the  Bdfish  and  nar* 
row-souled  never  can  discern,  displaying  the  unsparing  bonnties  of  Pnivi- 
dence,  giving  us  a  better  opinion  of  our  existence,  and  gradually  introdnciojf 
Mreuity,  content,  and  cheerfulness  of  mind. 

Nor  does  anything  so  mnch  assist  to  enlarge  our  nnderstanding  or  im- 
ptove  our  judgment ;  for  it  is  the  confining  our  ideas,  the  glare  of  a  few 
objects  possessing  the  imagination  forcibly,  that  misleads  us  into  errors,  so 
that  we  have  not  freedom  for  our  tboaghte,  bnt  onr  very  reasonings  pro' 
eeed  by  mechanical  impulse :  whereas  if  we  could  preserve  an  impartiality 
to  every  suggeation  occurring,  all  would  go  on  calmly  and  &irty,  each  con- 
aideration  have  its  due  weight,  and  the  decision  must  be  oar  own,  as  being 
b^y  the  child  of  nnderstanding. 

For  tiiere  is  a  conformity  in  our  manner  of  judging  upon  all  occasions, 
Jhe  same  sobriety  or  intemperance  that  prevails  in  one  will  be  likely  to 
prevail  in  all  the  rest :  tfaert^ore,  as  I  aaid  before,  a  man  mnat  learn  eqnit- 
■hleness  to  himself,  before  he  can  be  qualified  to  deal  equitably  with  hia 
neighbour;  bnt  every  exercise  of  sobriety  in  either  branch  will  enconrage 
the  growth  of  it  in  the  other,  and  besides  will  supply  new  lights  to  onr  nn- 
derstanding.  By  inuring  onradves  to  enter  exactly  and  fiurly  into  the  con- 
ceptions of  other  persons,  we  may  discover  something  for  onr  own  advan- 
tage :  for  no  man  knowingly  embraces  error,  but  ia  always  led  into  it  by 
acme  spedona  appearance  of  truth,  which  if  you  can  find  out,  you  may 
diance  to  make  a  better  use  of  it  than  he  doea,  or  what  ia  more,  may 
trance  to  abow  him  in  what  particular  circnmstance  it  is  fallaciouB ;  at  least 
by  possessing  all  his  ideas  you  may  make  your  own  dear  to  him  much 
better  than  in  the  common  way  of  playing  at  cross  pmpoees,  where  each 
party  haa  a  quite  different  sense  of  Uie  subjecta  and  arguments  handled  be- 
tween them. 

It  ia  the  practice  of  tradng  the  sources  of  men's  ideas  that  bringa  us  ac- 
quainted with  human  nature,  overthrows  the  vulgar  notion  of  each  man 
having  a  particular  nature  of  his  own,  but  ahowa  ^at  human  nature  is  the 
nme  in  all,  eatabliahea  our  intrinsic  equality,  ascribing  the  difl^erence  of 
character  to  the  difierence  of  bodily  temperament,  or  action  of  external 

By  using  onrselves  to  take  ooncem  in  the  intereats  of  all  we  see,  we  shall 
easily  learn  to  take  the  hke  in  those  of  Beings  unaeen,  the  uses  of  which 
sentiment  have  been  displayed  in  former  Chapters  :  and  since  we  commonly 
frame  our  idea  of  God  by  aid  of  archetypes  found  within  ourselves,  oar 
equitableness  and  the  diarity  constantly  accompanying  it,  will  give  na  a 
clearer,  &ller  apprehension  of  the  divine  Equity  and  Goodneas,  from 
vhence  fbllowa  the  mutual  connection  of  interesta  between  all  perceptive 
members  of  the  nniverae :  that  solid  basis  upon  which  I  have  attempted  in 
the  eoune  of  this  work  to  try  how  all  the  principles  and  precepta  of  ReU- 
gion,  morality,  and'common  prudence,  in  several  storiea  supported  by  ona 
another,  may  be  rationally  erected. 
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CHAP.  XXVIII. 

INDOLENCE. 

AvoNtt  all  the  milalgenceB  iboundiiig  throagfaoDt  the  world,  there  is 
none  bo  general  u  th&t  of  Indolence ;  for  many  men  live  with  very  few 
pleasureB,  not  from  a  vcniple  of  conacience  bat  becsnae  there  would  be  too 
amch  trtRible  in  tb%  pursuit ;  bat  they  are  no  gainere  by  the  bargain,  for  it 
is  better  to  be  tmsy  ia  contrivances  for  pleaBore  than  doing  nothing  at  all. 
And  indeed  this  indiJgence  liei  at  the  bottom  as  a  principal  ingredient  i^ 
all  the  reat :  for  what  is  it  makes  men  led  so  tamely  by  every  present  im- 
pnlse,  bnt  because  fbere  is  a  tronble  in  reaietiug  it?  what  keeps  tbem  in 
■bTery  undo*  an  undelighting  habit,  bat  becanae  it  would  coat  them  paina 
to  break  it  ?  what  occaaioni  them  to  faint  in  midway  of  attaining  a  noble 
virtae  or  useful  aocompliBhment,  but  because  the  perseverance  grows  toU- 
Bome  I  For  as  the  poet  said,  incesaant  labour  overcomes  all  things,  to 
whenever  we  ore  overcome,  it  is  owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient  ^plication, 
becaose  if  the  thing  attempted  was  really  above  our  forces,  the  failure  ia 
not  K  defect,  nw  leaves  na  in  a  worse  condition  to  cope  with  another 
adversai^i 

In  this  application  the  life  of  the  soul  properly  consists,  for  the  clearest 
discernment  wherein  the  mind  is  always  barely  passive,  abows  only  the 
vividness  and  good  colour  of  oar  ideas ;  it  is  by  executing  the  resolves  of 
our  jn^ment  whether  in  meditation  or  bodily  exertion,  that  onr  activity 
and  vigour  appear.  While  driven  by  impnlae  of  appetite,  how  strenuona 
Boerer  oar  exertions,  the  machine  impelling  as  is  the  agent,  and  we  nothing 
more  than  inatrtieaents  employed  thereby ;  but  whatever  we  do  in  execut- 
ing the  judgment  of  our  onderatanding,  is  entirely  onr  own  act,  and  the 
machine  in  turn  becomes  the  instnunent.  Therefore  by  exercises  of  Qua 
foctalty,  we  strengthen  the  powers  of  onr  mental  organization,  giving,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  a  tone  to  its  muscles ;  by  controlling  of  appetite  we  detach 
it  a  little  from  the  mechanical  springs,  gain  it  something  more  freedom  to 
play>  and  prepare  it  to  act  alone  when  separated  from  the  gross  corporeal 
frame,  upon  onr  dissolution. 

Whedier  this  be  admitted  or  no  as  a  physical  conjecture  of  the  manner 
wherein  we  are  profited  by  exercises  of  virtue,  there  is  nobody  will  doubt 
that  a  steady  application  to  the  rale  of  judgment  or  rectitude  tends  to  me- 
librate  and  per^ct  oar  better  pert,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  see  wherein  this 
qiplioatioD  consists:  it  is  commonly  supposed  by  those  who  seem  its 
greatest  admirers  to  be  something  violent  and  laborious,  by  which  notion 
they  exhaust  themselves  often  to  very  little  purpose,  and  deter  others  from 
using  any  endeavours  at  all ;  but  in  my  humble  apprehrasion  more  ia  to  be 
expMted  from  its  continuity  than  its  strength.  For  appetite,  as  just  now 
observed,  frequently  impels  to  very  strenuoos  exertion,  but  tlkere  are  reli- 
gious,  phikwophic,  and  mtmd  oppetitea  as  well  as  natural  and  worldly, 
whidi  without  great  caution  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  resolution* 
of  judgment :  therefore  if  a  man  could  observe  continually  the  directions 
of  his  understanding,  that  would  inform  him  when  to  bestir  himself  with 
an  hia  might,  and  when  to  proceed  with  a  gentle  hand. 

For  there  are  are  many  things  which  are  best  done  when  done  with  ease, 
•nd  where  violence,  tagtrmtt,  aj>d  solicitade  quil  the  performance  :  this 
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i«  troe  in  funiliar  oonTeraation,  id  the  comraon  tonna  (rf  bdtaviour,  and 
most  of  oar  social  intercoorEes,  where  esmeBtneu  and  anxiety  are  at  taxAtf 
as  a  total  inattention :  even  in  bimnesa  and  atudy,  thongfa  there  mnat  be  a 
labour  of  thoo^t  proportionable  to  the  work,  jet  there  is  a  virtae  in  taking 
care  it  do  nut  exceed  that  proportion,  for  by  holding  the  eye  too  dose  to 
an  object  we  shall  discern  it  aa  imperfectly  as  npon  only  casting  a  cardess 
glance.  In  general  all  arts  and  sciences  are  laborious  at  first,  bat  their 
perfection  lies  in  being  able  to  manage  them  with  ease. 

Tranqoillity  and  ease  of  mind  is  the  sole  aim  that  patience  drives  at,  and 
there  is  a  viiiae  in  keeping  one's  self  unconcerned  at  abiue  or  slander,  an- 
attentive  to  noise  and  impertinence,  unruffled  by  disappointment,  nnhurried 
in  dangers  or  alluring  pursnits,  and  even  in  a  sick  man  composing  hinuelf 
to  sleep  amidst  bis  pains,  when  told  it  is  expedient  for  his  hedtfa  :  which 
he  will  be  better  able  to  do  for  having  used  to  follow  the  gaidance  of  bis 
judgment,  than  another  who  bad  always  given  way  to  his  indolence. 

Religion  itself,  our  most  important  concern,  does  not  demand  a  continnal 
stretch  of  the  mind,  and  is  by  that  error  too  freqnently  corrupted  into 
righteousness  orermnch :  but  it  is  not  thus  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
wifiers  violence  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force;  for  the  tnoense  of  thanks- 
giving casta  up  the  sweetest  odoor  when  streaming  spontaneously  from  the 
heart,  intercession  is  best  when  most  willingly  made,  confession  flows  sin- 
cerer  from  a  calm,  impartial  examination  into  the  state  of  our  mind,  than 
a  laboured  aggravation  of  the  worst  features  there;  petition  preferred  ia- 
vehemence  and  anxiety  cannot  well  consist  with  that  resignation  which  is 
necessary  to  render  it  acceptable ;  and  upon  the  whole,  if  our  devoticw  be 
overstrained  it  becomes  nnsnitable  for  practioe,  incapable  of  joining  in  one 
system  with  the  common  rules  of  behaviour,  so  aa  by  mingling  its  mfloence 
among  them  to  sanctify  the  general  tenor  of  our  lives. 

2.  Men  who  have  a  notion  of  being  indnstrious,  oftm  diink  tbenudvM 
onder  an  obligation  of  doing  great  things  thereby,  bnt  this  is  not  the  true 
industry  springing  from  a  st^dy  application  to  the  resdves  of  jodgmeat, 
it  is  the  impobe  of  some  passion,  genenJly  of  fear  in  religions  matterv,  and 
of  greediness  or  vanity  in  worldly  concerns,  all  driving  impetnously  at  somfr 
&naed  purpose,  without  taking  dteck  oi  guidance  from  the  rrans  of  reascm. 
For  iritere  that  can  be  heard,  it  will  suggest  that  the  first  conuderation  to 
be  taken  on  engaging  in  a  pursuit  is  its  practicability  and  soitableness  to 
oar  situation :  we  are  not  to  choose  oar  work,  but  to  do  that  which  is  set 
OS,  for  we  are  servants,'  employed  each  at  hii  station,  to  cany  on  a  part  in 
the  great  st^ieme  of  Providence ;  we  must  not  take  upon  us  to  execute  one 
another's  tasks  because,  they  are  more  important  or  more  laborious,  we  are 
to  observe  our  call  and  to  obey  it. 

llierefore  let  os  survey  onr  forces,  our  opportunities,  and  the  demands- 
for  industry  within  our  compass  to  answer :  for  if  by  onr  particular  turn  of 
mind,  onr  education  or  condition  of  life,  we  have  a  dtance  of  becmnlng  in- 
atructive  or  exonplary,  then  are  we  cdled  to  hard  study,  or  assiduity  in 
religions  exercises,  or  more  than  ordinary  drcumspection  and  strictness  of 
conduct,  as  the  case  shall  require :  if  by  our  talents,  our  &mily,  or  large 
connections,  we  are  qualified  for  public  services,  then  are  we  called  to  work 
feithfoUy  and  strenutmsly  in  the  service  of  the  public :  or  if  engaged  in  some 
toilsome  profession,  or  it  happens  that  some  beneficial  work  (Sera  occasion- 
ally which  cannot  be  achieved  without  Strang  exertion  of  our  powera :  in 
all  tbeae  oasea  let  as  not  be  sparing  of  onr  pains,  not  grudge  onr  Injour, 
3  H  2 
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for  the  UtmOBt  we  can  do  ia  well  bestowed  when  it  will  turn  to  good  ad< 

wntage. 

Bat  if  oar  powen  are  small,  our  condition  nnfaToumble,  or  the  accaeion 
preeenta  nothing  that  may  be  accompliahed  by  paioful  application,  then  to 
spend  ourselves  in  fruitless  or  needless  attempts  of  doing  something  extra- 
ordinary would  be  a  waste  of  strength  and  an  intemperance :  industry  then 
becomea  vigilance,  attentive  to  acquit  oureelTes  of  the  little  matters  before 
ns  with  discretion  and  propriety ;  for  to  take  as  much  pains  in  deliberating 
what  tonr  we  shall  mark  oat  for  an  evening  walk  as  if  we  were  purchasing 
an  estate,  is  an  abuse  of  thought ;  in  sndi  matters  it  is  much  better  to 
follow  constantly  what  direction  our  jodgment  shall  give  us  by  intuition 
upon  a  transient  glance. 

But  when  we  see  men  bestir  themselves  violently  and  eagerly,  it  pro- 
eeeds  as  often  from  inddence  as  from  industry ;  they  while  away  their 
time  in  trifles  through  an  onwillingness  to  set  to  the  work,  and  then  are 
drove  hard  to  dispatch  in  a  few  minutes  what  might  have  been  done  easily 
in  an  hour ;  or  they  do  not  care  For  the  trouble  of  digesting  thtir  schemes, 
but  being  sparing  of  their  pains  and  afraid  of  bestowing  more  than  neeca- 
sary,  they  go  about  the  business  in  a  slovenly  manner  which  proves  in- 
effectual, and  BO  they  are  forced  to  do  it  over  again,  whence  the  common 
observation  that  lazy  folks  take  most  pains ;  or  ihey  want  to  .have  the  task 
over,  and  so  make  extraordinary  efforts  that  they  may  come  to  &e  sea- 
aon  of  repose  the  sooner. 

But  genuine  industry  never  wishes  to  be  idle,  finding  a  satisfaction  in 
the  employment  as  wdl  as  in  the  completion ;  therefore  is  ever  attentive 
to  what  is  feasible,  and  best  fitting  the  present  occasion,  proceeds  in  it 
calmly,  and  makes  efiectusi  dispatch  in  every  part  of  the  progress. 

3.  Let  us  consider  that  we  have  but  a  certain  allowance  of  forces  given 
us,  yet  capable  of  some  increase  by  good  management,  therefore  it  is  our 
business  to  improve,  to  hnsfaand,  and  lay  them  out  to  the  best  advantage. 
Intemperance  in  sleep,  in  eating,  and  fashionable  diversions' woefully  waste 
the  time,  enervate  the  strength,  and  create  an  aversion  to  industry,  which 
Boakes  it  well  worth  oar  while  to  study  what  are  the  limits  of  moderation 
according  to  oar  constitution,  and  circumstances  of  situatioD,  and  to  know 
jH-ecisdly  where  intempenmce  begins. 

Nor  will  it  be  a  small  benefit  to  cultivate  a  liking  for  whatever  may  be 
called  bnsinese,  and  endeavour  as  much  as  poMiUe  to  keep  our  spirits' 
always  alert,  rrady  to  perform  any  service  that  reason  shall  put  them  upon, 
because  by  these  practices  we  shall  both  increase  our  forces  and  continually 
gain  exp^tnesB  to  do  more  with  the  same  quantity,  than  was  possible  be-  ' 
fare  leaming  the  art;  for  an  habitual  activity  makea  no  waste,  is  iwelj- 
bewildered,  and  extricates  itself  presently  in  difficulties. 

But  since  with  the  best  improvement  our  powers  will  still  remain  con- 
fined  within  a  narrower  compass  than  there  ia  work  for  them  to  do,  it 
behoves  us  to  be  the  better  economists,  taking  care  that  we  do  not  ibnw ' 
them  away  upon  trivial  objects,  nor  fotigue  uem  by  stronger  efforts  than 
the  business  in  baud  requires,  nor  spend  them  in  harry  and  trepidation, 
nor  exhaust  them  by  attempts  of  more  than  they  can  perform,  but  allow ' 
them  such  respite  and  relaxation  as  are  proper  for  tiieir  recruit. 

And  that  we  may  employ  our  stock  to  better  profit,  it  will  be  necessary ' 
to  examine  the  several  uses  we  have  to  serve  by  it,  distinguiBbing  them  by 
their  several  degrees  of  greater  and  less,  learning  to  dLacon  the  exigencies 
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of  eadi  partiealar  occasicH],  that  we  may  nerer  >tand  idle,  bat  always  find 
aomething  to  do  mott  proper  for  the  Maton,  as  Icnowing  vlien  to  ose  labour 
of  Uionght  or  laboor  of  hand,  when  to  delibeiate  or  to  act,  when  to  follow 
boBmeBB  or  direruon,  when  to  put  oar  facuMes  apon  the  stretch  and  when 
to  nnbead. 

The  knowledge  of  aH  these  pwtictdon  will  peihaps  be  thonght  difficult 
to  attain,  and  well  it  may,  being  indeed  bo  difficolt  as  to  render  it  Impos- 
sible to  be  compaaaed  completely ;  but  we  may  daily  make  eome  proficiency, 
and  what  hare  we  else  to  do  in  this  state  of  imperfection  and  darknew, 
than  be  continually  learning  ?  for  herein  we  manifest  and  exerdse  our  dili- 
gence, one  principal  object  of  it  being  to  improTe  onr  judgment,  and  the 
other  to  practise  what  we  know.  For  in  thk  respert  we  miut  always  be 
learners,  changing  our  measoreB  from  time  to  time  as  our  skill  increaseB, 
and  improving  in  the  art  as  well  as  the  science  of  life. 

The  first  advances  in  ReUgiou  are  made  by  acquiring  a  seriousness  of 
temper  and  avocation  of  the  mind  from  all  objects  of  sense,  but  when  this 
is  become  habitoal  our  cares  most  bend  the  other  way  to  prevent  its  grow- 
ing into  a  stiflhess  impeding  ns  in  the  common  offices  of  life,  and  to  gain 
that  ease  heretofore  spoken  of,  by  which  we  may  pass  readily  from  devont 
to  worldly  employment,  without  mingling  an  mtreasonable  tinctnre  of  one 
with  the  other.  The  point  to  be  aimed  at  with  the  giddy  and  thoogfatless  is 
to  bring  them  to  dose  attention  and  steadiness,  to  bear  labour  of  brain 
and  to  pnrene  their  ideas  in  trains  without  breaking  the  thread  ;  hot  when 
this  has  been  practised,  the  trains  sometimes  will  continue  to  mn  longer 
than  they  shonid,  intmding  to  the  iotcmiption  of  other  employmeBts,  and 
defeat  the  porpoee  of  recreatioD,  which  is  to  relieve  the  organs  of  thought 
by  bringing  those  of  sensation  and  fancy  into  play. 

Now  this  relaxation  of  serionsness  and  close  attention,  whenever  expe- 
dient, reqnires  as  mnch  command  of  reason  as  bringing  the  mind  into  it, 
or  keeping  her  to  persevere  therein ;  for  the  discipline  of  onr  facnltiea  i^ 
pears  equally  in  the  ready  disappearance  of  ideas  upon  dismission  given,  as 
in  their  steady  attendance  till  then,  or  quickness  to  come  upon  call. 

4.  There  is  another  branch  of  prudence  grounded  upon  the  feebleness  of 
onr  powers  which  directs  to  supply  by  art  what  we  want  in  strength,  to 
employ  tlie  afiectioDs  and  desirep  Air  assisth^g  our  industry  and  invigorating 
omr  activity  :  reason  itself  can  do  no  more  than  give  vsin  admonitions  until 
it  becomes  an  appetite,  sometimes  called  the  hunger  and  thirst  after  righte- 
ousness or  rectitude  :  which  probably  may  be  the  principal  Spring  of  move- 
ment in  the  mental  organization,  giving  rise  to  all  the  rest  that  are  to  grow 
therein  hereafter,  and  therefore  deserves  to  be  nurtured  with  all  care  and 
tenderness. 

The  appetites  are  the  great  stimulators  of  action ;  were  it  not  ki  them 
the  world  would  mat  in  idleness  and  the  conveniences  of  it  be  very  ill  sup- 
plied: they  form  the  rule  of  rectitadewitfa  most  men,  who  generally  esteem 
things  right  according  as  coinciding  with  their  fevonrite  aim  or  mlmg  pas- 
sion; the  politician  tiiinks  it  right  to  do  all  he  can  for  enlarging  his  interest, 
the  trader  to  contrive  all  safe  means  of  making  profit,  die  tender  girl  to  fly 
from  friends  and  parents  to  Edinburgh,  the  India  proprietor  to  spfit  his 
stock,  and  the  no  proprietor  to  swear  that  trust  is  property  if  he  can  servh' 
his  Mend,  or  advance  his  hopes  of  sharing  in  oriental  plunder  :  and  they 
give  occasion  to  sound  judgment  by  observation  of  the  mischievous  errora 
they  make.  We  are  not  indeed  to  employ  appetite  in  this  last  service, 
on^  to  stand  upon  the  watch  for  what  benefit  may  be  reaped  from  its  spon- 
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taneons  excnrsioiis;  for  it  would  be  abaurd  to  rnn  oureelvn  pnrpoMJ)'  inf9 
imschie&  that  we  miebt  get  ezpeneuce  to  avoid  tbem  another  time,  this 
would  be  doing  evil  ttitX  good  maj  come  of  it ;  bat  we  may  make  good  use 
of  appetite  to  quiclien  our  induBtry  and  awist  our  resolntion  in  executing 
those  pnrpoeee  which  judgment  haa  marked  out,  to  overcome  our  avereenesa 
to  troablci  onrfean,  Tesations,  pains,  or  DneaBinefisea.aod  to  ^adl  the  tur- 
bulence of  other  rebellious  appetites. 

Therefore  parents  strive  to  cultivate  an  attention  to  the  main  chance  in 
their  children,  displaying  before  them  the  conveniences  and  pleasures  of  easy 
drcumetances  in  order  to  give  tbem  an  appetite  to  their  prolesaion :  nor 
will  a  man  proceed  well  in  any  work,  nntil  he  have  a  liking  to  the  work 
itself,  exclusive  of  further  advantages  consequential  thereupon,  though 
generated  from  them ;  and  many  times  a  pain  or  affliction  may  be  stifled 
by  some  strong  desire  engaging  the  thoughts  upon  other  otgects. 

Since  then  appetites  are  both  so  beneficial  and  ao  roischievous,  and  give 
an  energy  to  the  springs  of  action  working  either  way,  it  behoves  us  to 
encourage  such  of  them  as  are  salutary,  ihot  we  may  have  the  benefit  of 
their  service  when  wanted,  and  to  employ  such  from  time  to  time  as  are 
most  suitable  to  the  preaent  occasion.  But  among  all  the  appetites,  perhaps 
the  most  serviceable  to  fortify  resolution  is  that  of  honour,  whether  spring- 
ing fivna  the  good  o{»oioD  of  other  persona  or  from  self- approbation,  to- 
gether with  its  necessary  concomitant,  the  abhorrence  of  turpitude :  for 
this  baa  been  known  to  carry  men  through  toils,  and  difficulties,  and  dan- 
gers, and  self-denials,  and  pains,  to  keep  up  their  activity  throughout  life 
It  is  the  prime  mover  in  the  statesman  and  the  soldier,  the  encourager  of 
learning,  the  protector  of  piety,  the  solace  of  business,  the  director  of 
politeness,  and  proves  in  most  men  some  check  upon  the  greediness  of  gain. 
Yet  it  not  uufrequently  points  upon  wrong  objects,  and  in  some  deUcate 
persons  instead  of  rousing  becomes  the  avowed  patron  of  indolence ; 
for  they  deem  it  unbecoming  a  gentleman  to  do  anything,  to  take  any 
trouble,  or  forbear  any  indulgence  of  fancy,  through  mere  afiectation  they 
disdain  to  take  care  of  their  estate,  or  their  family,  or  to  pvt  on  their  own 
elothea. 

When  I  meet  with  anch  people.  I  am  forced  to  make  apologies  for  the 
pains  taken  in  mj  Chapters,  pretending  it  is  only  for  amusement  to  gratify 
an  odd  humour.  I  durst  not  for  the  world  own  a  thought  of  some  Utile 
service  to  Religion,  or  morality,  or  reason,  for  that  is  fit  only  for  Parsons 
to  mind  who  are  paid  for  it.  But  it  happens  to  be  my  humour  to  fant^ 
the  only  difference  between  a  man  of  profession  and  a  gentleman,  is  that 
one  haa  his  line  of  business  allotted  him,  the  other  has  his  employment  to 
choose,  and  that  he  ought  to  look  npon  an  easy  fortune  as  a  salary  given 
by  Frovideoce  for  soch  services  as  be  shall  Judge  in  his  discretion  Uie  best 
be  can  perform  :  for  the  man  that  does  absolutely  nothing  is  the  most  in- 
significant creature  npon  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Some  indulgence  is  necessary  to  appetites  not  rising  at  our  own  call ;  for 
we  cannot  live  without  sleep,  but  in  composing  ooivelves  thereto  the  mind 
baa  nothing  else  to  do  than  surcease  her  activity,  leaving  the  machine 
to  proceed  its  own  way :  we  cannot  live  without  eating,  the  quantity 
whereof  is  better  ascertained  by  appetite  than  by  weights  or  measures,  or 
any  rule  of  judgment  whose  office  is  only  to  watch  tlukt  a  vitiated  appetite 
doca  not  prolong  a  craving,  after  the  natural  b  satisfied :  and  in  many 
other  cases  indulgence  is  not  only  allowable  and  innocent,  hot  expedient, 
nay  it  u  always  expedient  whenever  innocent  and  allowable.     For  pleasure 
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nghtly  understood  u  the  proper  end  of  action,  and  good  becomee  bo  only 
becaiue  productiTe  of  pleasure ;  bat  scarce  anything  can  he  a  recreatioD, 
diTeraion,  or  pleunr^  witbotit  some  indalgenoe. 

We  aiay  consider  likewise  that  the  power  of  reason  bang  feehle.  it  would 
be  inqiracticable  to  keep  all  our  desires  in  exact  order,  th^efore  had  better 
let  the  least  iocoavenient  sometimes  take  their  course,  that  we  may  reserve 
our  strength  to  cope  with  the  more  formidable.  And  perhaps  it  may  be  for 
the  health  of  our  Bpiritual  body  that  it  receive  impulse  from  the  gross  ma- 
chine, for.  while  lying  therein  like  a  seed  in  the  green  bosk  it  may  derive 
Bourisl^nent  therefrom,  and  firmness  of  fibres  from,  its  action :  so  that  we 
mnat  not  attempt  to  tear  them  violently  asunder,  but  watch  all  opp(»tnnities . 
of  detMchiog  one  from  the  other  gradually,  as  fast  as  shall  be  found  praoti- 
cable,  lest  some  concretionB  from  the  drying  husk  should  work  into  the 
inner  part  which  might  prove  extremely  troublesome  and  tormenting  to  us 
when  rising  to  another  life. 

Therefore  it  is  iocnmbent  upon  us  to  take  alt  poanble  care,  that  none 
of  oar  appetites,  neither  ihose  of  nature  nor  custom,  nor  of  our  own  en* 
Gouraging,  get  die  mastery  over  as,  so  as  to  hurry  us  on  against  our  Will, 
nor  that  any  indulgeooe  be  given  without  consent  and  approbatioii  of  th» 
judgment :  for  herein  consists  our  real  liberty,  and  to  t^ect  this  is  the 
proper  otgect  of  tme  industry  and  qtplication. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

FONDNESS  FOR  PLEASURES. 

Tbis  Icmdness  ia  the  most  deluuve  of  any  that  beguile  the  human  heart, 
becaoB*  fixing  always  upon  intense  delights  which  vulgarly  engross  the 
name  ot  pleasure,  but  are  the  least  durable  or  valuable ;  and  the  most  per- 
nicMHU  because  raising  the  moat  impetuous  deeires,  hardest  to  be  oontroHed 
by  reason,  nor  wiH  even  Buffer  it  to  work.  I  have  said  towards  the  close 
of  the  last  Ch^ter,  that  pleasure  is  the  proper  end  of  action,  and  so  it  nn- 
donbtedly  is  if  understood  of  whatever  engages  the  mind,  or  throws  it  into 
a  state  (^  ease  and  complacence:  for  happinees  is  nothing  else  than  the' 
aggr^iate  of  pleasures,  but  then  it  lies  in  the  a^regata,  not  in  the  violenLfl 
m  any  aingle  one. 

Tluirefbre  men  deceive  themselves  ^r^ioiUly  in  the  point  of  hajqiineis, 
by  their  mistaken  notion  of  pleasure ;  for  esteeming  nothing  sndi  that 
does  not  elevate  and  transport,  they  overlook  those  gently  soothing  en 
gagements,  which  Sowing  in  continued  Etreanis.  fill  the  spacee  dtat  would 
otherwise  be  occnpied  by  uneasiness,  and  make  up  the  far  greater  part  of 
the  aggregate,  lie  boy  thinks  he  shall  be  supremely  happy  when  he  can 
be  delivered  from  the  discipline  of  a  school,  the  labourer  if  he  could  be 
maintained  in  idleness,  the  lover  if  he  can  obtain  hia  beauty,  every  pro- 
jector and  scbemiet  if  he  can  compass  the  thing  he  has  set  hie  heart  upon ; 
that  is,  he  shall  be  exquisitely  pleased ;  and  perhaps  he  may  be,  or  some- 
times  perhaps  not,  if  the  appetite  be  palled  by  too  tedious  pursuit :  but 
how  long  will  the  pleasure  last?  for  nothing  exquisite  can  continue  long; 
.  our  organs  cannot  hold  on  their  emotions  beyond  a  certain  length,  but 
what  aSbcted  them  Tehementlv  at  first  will  soon  become  insipid  or  cloying, 
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«nd  pleamre  certunlj  tokea  wing,  nnlew  there  be  a  moceanoa  of  other 
eogtigementi  to  keep  her  down. 

But  intenae  pleunres  too  much  fill  the  thou^t  to  Imve  it  at  Mmire  to 
provide  for  anything  else  bcaide  theiiiMlvea,  therefore  often  are  very  dearly 
bought  by  the  misc^iefB  coiueqnent  upon  them,  or  eometinKs  paid  for  be> 
forehand  by  the  thorns  of  impatience,  or  run  the  hazard  of  a  diaappoint- 
ment  aggravated  by  the  eagemeaa  they  excite  i  and  perhaps  it  nuj^t  be 
fonnd  npou  a  bii  acrutiny,  that  oar  most  cmel  vexations  grow  from  the 
expectation  of  some  such  anpreme  h^pincM,  for  whenever  having  de- 
pended upon  being  vaatly  delighted,  we  are  always  vastly  grieved  on  miafl  • 
ing  our  aim. 

A  fondnesa  for  pleasure  keepa  us  perpetually  in  want  of  it,  whkb  cannot 
be  assnaged  even  by  possession,  for  our  sensadoni  being  transient  and  mo> 
meutory,  leave  a  craving  behind  for  the  continnal  repetition  of  them  :  bnt 
as  high  delights  rarely  fall  in  our  way,  when  the  eagerness  for  them  haa 
taken  away  &e  relish  from  all  others,  the  greater  part  of  our  time  most  pass 
irksome  and  uneasy. 

2.  There  is  reason  therefore  to  beware  of  this  fcmdnees  as  of  a  most 
dangerous  enemy,  and  make  it  oar  principal  caution  to  guard  against  its 
encroachments :  for  Pleasure  is  a  sly  eDchantreaa,  she  will  be  perpetnaUy 
displaying  her  allurements  to  our  imagination  to  gain  upon  ns  b^ore  we 
are  aware;  the  world  joins  in  to  promote  her  designs,  inviting  with  their 
example,  infecting  vrith  their  sympathy,  shaming  with  their  boasta  of  hap- 
piness, and  almoBt  driving  with  dieir  exclamations  of  how  dianning,  how 
delightful  such  a  thing  ia ;  so  that  we  have  need  oi  all  oar  eyes  to  keep 
clear  of  her  entanglements.  But  she  is  a  very  Siren,  attracting  only  to 
devour,  for  when  swallowed  up  in  delights  we  are  as  for  &om  happiness,  as 
those  who  still  beat  about  in  the  boisterous  seas  of  life ;  she  performs  no- 
thing of  all  she  promises,  but  only  makes  ns  barter  away  a  continued  satis- 
&ction  for  a  little  present  grmti£(»tioo,  and  take  a  sparkling  bubble  in  lieu 
of  a  solid  sobstance. 

The  luxurious  find  no  greater  gust  in  their  datntiee,  than  the  plam  man 
in  his  ordinary  food ;  the  delicate  are  rather  moved  by  the  loatbaomenees 
of  things  coarse  and  inelegant,  than  any  extraordinary  joy  in  aeeing  them 
qirace  and  fine,  so  they  follow  pleasure  merely  as  an  avoidance  of  displea- 
enre,  aiming  at  no  more  than  to  escape  that  disgust  which  never  foils  upon 
the  man  who  has  not  their  refined  taste :  the  rich  man  has  been  used  to 
have  his  plenty  and  conveniences  about  him,  so  they  beoome  neeeasaries  to 
him,  and  he  receives  no  more  joy  from  them  than  any  one  would  feel  in  the 
supply  of  whatever  would  distress  hiiii  to  go  without ;  to  say  he  has  no 
wants  would  be  untrue,  for  though  he  has  not  the  same  whidi  press  upon 
the  poor  man,  he  has  others  relative  to  bis  estate,  his  reputation,  his  treat- 
ment in  the  world,  his  plana  and  projects  which  he  baa  made  necessary  to 
his  peace  of  mind,  but  which  the  poor  man  never  knowa. 

On  the  other  hand,  toil  and  labour,  penury  and  constraint,  pain  and 
afiUction,  grow  Ught  by  use ;  and  when  babitoated  to  the  mind,  leave  no 
more  uneaainess  than  what  is  inddent  to  all  stations  of  life ;  for  desire  rises 
with  gratification  and  never  ceases  to  grssp  more,  till  come  to  a  length  that 
must  end  in  dis^ipoiutment.  But  Uie  man  upon  whom  fortune  smiles, 
would  vaSer  sorely  by  her  frowns,  end  he  to  whom  she  has  been  awse 
would  be  greatiy  transported  on  finding  the  tables  turn :  this  tbn«  is  no 
doubt  of,  bnt  from  hence  they  infer  that  they  should  have  been  in  like  man- 
ner aflected  if  they  had  each  stood  always  in  the  other's  condition. 
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TkuB  bappinoB  dejwnda  ttpon  opinion,  men  estiinatiiig  one  anotber'B  por- 
tion hj  their  own  sentiments  without  knowledge  of  one  another's  pains  and 
pleasores,  thinfcinp  those  onlj'  gach  which  would  be  such  to  tiiemselves : 
bat  if  those  could  be  fairly  weighed  in  the  scale,  I  conceive  tix  balance  of 
both  would  be  foond  madi  nearer  an  eqaalitj  in  all  stations  of  liie,  than  is 
commonly  apprehended.  The  man  who  lives  in  pleasure  has  only  a  fonded 
advantage  over  the  drudge  in  busineBS,  the  path  of  both  wears  smooth  and 
beaten  hj  continual  trading,  they  both  jo^  on  witii  like  d^ree  of  ease  and 
«igageinent,  while  attentive  to  their  way,  nnlees  irbta  casting  an  eye  apon 
the  other's  track,  which  one  thinks  better  and  the  other  worse  than  his  own, 
only  because  the  passage  from  one  to  the  other  would  respectively  be  so. 

S.  This  then  is  the  case  of  pleasure  when  it  can  run  currently  along  in 
an  habitual  train,  but  it  often  raises  grieTous  rubs  in  its  own  career,  and 
draws  on  pemicioas  consequences.  It  is  the  greatest  noorisher  of  indo> 
lence  and  indulgence,  giving  op  the  soul  to  every  present  gratification,  or 
the  prospect  of  them  when  had  in  expectance  and  ruminated  upon  in  the 
fancy ;  thus  contracting  the  view  within  the  narrow  compass  of  a  fleeting 
moment,  whereby  it  enfeebles  resolation,  banishes  judgment,  and  throws 
discretion  off  her  guard.  It  is  the  bait  to  draw  in  the  yoong  and  the  na^ 
experienced,  for  if  you  can  raise  in  them  a  strong  &ncy  to  anything,  and 
feed  them  up  with  the  expectation  of  grati^dng  it,  yon  may  hamper  them 
in  any  toils :  and  so  yon  may  sometimes  the  experienced,  if  by  flashing  this 
glare  in  their  eyes  you  can  hinder  them  from  taking  that  benefit  from  their 
experience,  which  they  might. 

What  is  it  that  fetters  the  amorous  boy,  or  tender  girl,  iot  life  in  Dneqnal 
matches,  hot  the  imagination  of  drcling  joys,  perpetual  transports,  and  sn- 
premity  of  happiness  ?  what  is  it  hurries  on  the  voluptuous  to  ruin  their 
healths,  or  the  extravagant  their  fbrtnnes,  bnt  the  contempt  of  common 
enjojrments  and  the  humour  of  being  always  prodigionsly  d^ighted  ?  it  is 
the  irresistible  joy  of  growbg  rich  at  oaix,  that  dnves  men  into  gaming, 
till  they  become  b^gnrs  at  once :  end  the  snpreme  feliuty  of  gaining  a 
<»v(mrite  point  urges  people  furiously  through  toils  and  troubles,  expenses, 
vexations,  dangers,  and  misclue&  of  every  fund. 

The  charms  of  riot  and  debauchery  make  highwaymen  and  housebreakers, 
and  establish  that  antiprudential  maxim  received  as  fundamental  among 
thun,  A  short  life  and  a  merry  one ;  or  if  they  are  driven  by  necessity,  it  is 
a  necessity  created  by  their  aversion  to  labour,  as  being  nnpleasant  and 
therefore  intolerable.  The  allurements  of  fancy  prove  the  first  source  of 
wantonness,  of  unlucky  and  mischievous  tricks  in  the  earliest  years,  and  in 
the  riper- often  produce  more  troublesome  effects  ;  for  a  flow  of  prosperity 
with  continual  indulgence  of  the  desires,  comirKinly  makes  men  capricioas, 
■elfish,  narrow-minded.  nntractable,  contemptuous,  and  overbearing,  until 
some  galling  disappointment  or  misfortune  has  taught  them,  that  there  are 
Other  ol^ects  necessarv  to  be  thought  of  besides  that  of  pleasing  themselves, 

Hie  Sdiool-boy  wfll  not  mind  bis  lesson  while  hankering  after  his  plays, 
wxr  can  the  trader  thrive  whose  thoughts  are  perpetually  nmniog  tmon  di- 
versions aitd  eJegancies ;  neither  will  a  man  in  any  line  of  life  ever  be  good 
for  anything,  nntil  be  can  banish  all  imsginatiou  <m  pleasure  oat  of  his  head 
for  hours  t(^ther. 

Even  in  Religion  it  is  the  joy  of  being  unparalleled  sunts,  overtoiqiing 
mankind  in  holiness,  that  makes  people  censorioDs,  ri^d,  and  snperstitiooB  i 
the  notion  of  exquisite  delists,  high  transports,  and  raptores,  that  betrays 
Ihcm  into  superstition  and  enthusiasm,  most  commonly  followed  by  dejec- 
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tkma  and  despoDdeiices,  upon  which  they  ore  ready  to  praooQnce  God  iin- 
&ithfal,  in  not  gratifying  tbem  so  highly  as  they  had  promiaed  theniselvea. 
Hence  q>pean  bow  indispensable  an  obt^atun  we  lie  under  upon  all  ac- 
Gonnta,  to  learn  an  indifference  to  pleasure*,  beouue,  when  violently  at- 
tached to  them,  they  will  lead  u>  into  dangers  and  inconveniencea  of  ererr 
kind. 

4.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  tbooght  attempting  to  perplex  mankind  or  in< 
Tolving  tbem  in  contradictions  by  inveighing  so  severely  against  pleasnre, 
which  neverdietess  J  have  acknowledged  the  proper  end  of  action  :  where- 
fore it  is  inctunbent  upon  me  to  find  a  dne  for  eztricatiog  ns  from  this  la- 
byrinth :  and  this  I  cbnceire  may  be  had  by  observation  of  wbatpteasnrea 
excite  a  fbndnesa  for  them  in  oar  hearts,  and  are  apt  to  poness  our  imagi- 
nation to  the  escloEion  of  all  other  objects  ;  for  those  only  are  the  Sirena, 
a  prindp^  part  of  whose  malignancy  lies  in  their  enticing  away  from  others 
that  arc  innocent  and  valnable. 

For  pleasnte  tightly  nndentood  is  the  true  ultimate  point  wherein  aUonr 
lines  of  condoct  ought  to  centre  :  whatever  we  do  for  the  service  of  religion 
terminates  in  the  nnrpeakable  happiness  of  another  life ;  what  we  do  for 
mankind,  for  the  public,  for  our  friends  or  our  neighbours,  tends  to  the  in- 
crease of  happiness  or  diminution  of  evil  among  them,  or  to  some  good  or 
convenience  from  whence  they  may  reap  a  benefit ;  and  so  far  as  is  consis- 
tent with  the  other  two  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  ouradvea  to  make  our  lives  in 
every  part  of  tbem  as  pleasurable  as  we  can,  with  our  best  industry^  and  con- 
trivance, only  remembering  to  contrive  for  every  part,  not  for  cme  small 
^Hirtion  of  our  span  in  ne^ect  of  all  the  rest. 

But  one  may  pome  an  end  by  a  steady  determinate  perseverance  witb- 
ont  an  e«ger  fondness,  whidh  might  blind  our  tjeato  as  not  to  discern  the 
whole  length  of  our  way,  or  make  th«n  see  douUe,  and  fix  upon  a  false  San 
msfead  of  the  true,  whose  dear  beams  would  show  ns  that  the  right  road  Ijea 
where  there  are  itie  nioat  pleaaorea  to  be  had,  not  where,  there  are  the 
■weeteat:  For  these  csptrvvte  the'heart,  make  themselvca  necessary  to  tis, 
■o  thwt  we  cannot  do  vrithont  them,  but  fed  an  uneasy  want  whenever  dM7 
are  not  to  be  had,  which  nt>  other  pleasure  am  euoage,  because  Uiving 
loHt'dieir  reliah.  .     '  ' 

lliarefore  the  true  art'of  pleasure  lies  in  bringing  the  mind  to  take  it  In 
as  many  thing*  as  we  can,  more  carcfol  to  be  ^ays  pleased  than'  highly 
pleased,  to  have  many  de^res  but  no  wants ;  for  tlken  we  shall  be  indiffe- 
rent to  alt  our  pleasures,  but  tasteless  to  none.  Want  always  indicates  a 
penvry  of  mind,  when  it  has  but  one  solace  to  depend  upon,  and  if  that 
fails  mnst  be  nndone :  vdiereas  he  that  has  plenty  of  otnecta  to  ei^age  him 
need  never  su^^r  by  the  absence  of  any  one.  Hence  it  becbmas'a  mattCT 
of  prudence  to  ke^  desire  upon  attainable  objects,  choosing  soch  as  will 
aatidfy  rather  than  such  as  will  delight ;  for  satisfying  {deunres  will  easier 
give  place  to  the  next  that  follow  after  them,  snd  so  tiie  ancceatiod  goes  on 
smoothly  without  mb  or  interruption. 

Not  but  that  the  higher  pleaanres  have  thdr  nse,  as  I  shall  show  preaently; 
bat  in  admitting  them  to  oar  desire,  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  they  do  not 
endanger  the  more  gently  soothing,  which  make  np  the  greater  part  of  onr 
happiness,  and  therefore  deserve  to  be  chiefly  n^^nrded.  The  jnindpal 
stream  of  pleasure  flows  from  the  exercise  of  our  fitcultiea  either  a  body  or 
mind,  hi  the  pursuit  of  some  engaging  end,  for  whidt  reason  hope  is  mom 
valuable  than  fruition,  because  Ik^  makes  the  pursuit  engaging,  which 
the  otii^  puts  an  end  to,  nnlesa  it  can  open  new  aims  to  engage  our  activity 


by  Google 


FONDNESS  FOR  PLEASURES.  S53 

■tSntk.  We  shall  fore  best  by  keeping  attentive  to  practise  the  mesne  and 
provide  the  materials  of  pleaeure,  leaving  tbe  fraita  to  dn>p  apontaneotulj 
vithoDt  atretching  to  gatber  them  i  for  pleasure  vill  not  1^  famed  either 
by  artifices  to  strain  appetite,  or  by  dwdling  upon  it  in  the  tmagioatioa,  or 
by  taking  paina  to  pemiade  oorselTes  how  mndi  we  ate  [Jeaaed ;  it  is  al- 
ways most  genuine  when  springing  natortdly  firam  the  olijeot  without  effints 
to  cast  it  up. 

All  men  agree,  thongh  few  remember,  that  hanger  is  &e  best  sance ;  he 
then  receives  most  pleasure  from  that  appetite  who  keeps  his  body  in  health,  ' 
and  his  organs  in  tone  by  exercise  and  temperance,  vho  never  diinka  of 
victoals  until  be  sees  them,  and  forgets  them  again  as  soon  as  the  repast  is 
over;  for  he  finds  a  constant  relish  -in  that  wbit^  nature,  or  the  Outom 
of  those  among  whom  be  consorts,  have  made  his  ordinary  'food,  which 
relish  he  would  infallibly  lose  by  a  little  practice  of  indu%ence  in  high 
sauces  or  excess,  withoat  getting  anything  better  in  exchange. 

Ilielike  reason  gives'tbepre^rence  to  a  desire  of  excellence  above  that 
of  excelling,  because  it  holds  the  activity  constantly  emj^oyed  in  such  im- 
provement as  can  be  made,  and  will  afford  satisfaction  enoogb  as  well  in 
the  pmwiit,  as  in  every  little  anjoisition  obtained,  which  flows  purest  when 
coming  noaonght,  and  no  longer  tbonght  of  than  felt:  for  the  serious 
contemplation  of  what  we  hare  done  or  what  we  have  gotten,  is  a  qw- 
des  of  indnlgence  which  ought  to  be  yvtj  sparingly  allowed  as  a  matter 
of  recreation.  And  if  there  be  a  real  joy  In  excellmg  (as  in  this  world  of 
vanity  where  all  things  are  estimated  1^  comparison  who  can  avoid  doing 
fo?)  there  is  no  occasion  to  let  it  grow  into  an  object  of  desire,  because 
that  of  excellence  will  answer  the  same  purpose  more  effiMrtually ;  for  the 
more  diligent  we  are  in  making  improvement,  we  riiaU  find  ourselves  the 
seldoiner  outdone,  and  meet  oftener  with  our  inferiors.. 

But  this  pleasure,  aud  as  it  is,  ought  to  be  no  more  than  what  strikea 
unavoidably  from  the  objects  before  us,  for  if  ruminated  upon,  or  endeavours 
be  used  to  enhance  it,  there  is  imminent  danger  it  will  lotd  into  the  gloomi* 
ness  of  pride,  the  follies  of  vanity,  the  delusions  of  self-conceit,  the  restless- 
ness of  ambition,  and  the  torments  of  envy,  or  perhaps  the  despondency  of 
being  undeservedly  treated  by  Providence. 

Even  in  rdigton,  bow  fondly  soever  some  folks  may  afiect  to  talk  of 
tsransports  and  ecstasies,  yet  I  conceive  the  present  reward  of  it  lies  ciiiefly 
in  that  gently  pleasing  consciousness  of  well-doing,  which  accompanies  the 
exerciaes  of  it.  I  do  not  deny  that  when  having  acquitted  onnelves  well 
upon  some  opportunity  offered  of  doing  an  important  service,  or  in  seasons 
<tf  c(wtemplatioa  when  the  flood  of  ^race  rises  strongly  upon  us,  there  may 
be  pleaanres  in  a  degree  to  be  called  exquisite ;  but  these  happen  very 
nrely,  far  they  are  angels'  food,  and  we  can  expect  no  more  than  now  and 
then  to  have  a  little  foretaste  of  the  heavenly  manna :  therefore  we  are  not 
to  make  them  objects  of  onr  desire  ntv  aims  of  our  porsnit,  but  take  them 
as  they  come  wi^ont  straining  our  faculties  to  proloug  their  duration,  or 
•well  up  thoT  tides  higher  than  they  will  sin^g  of  themselves :  far 
there  are  voluptuaries  in  devotion  as  well  as  in  eating,  and  both  lose 
more  pleasures  than  they  gain  bv  their  endeavours  to  render  them  exees- 

But  the  greatest  absurdity  of  all  lies  in  making  it  a  duty  to  be  trans- 
ported ;  for  nothing  is  more  incompatible  with  pleasure  than  duty,  nor  can 
the  periixinance  of  it  evar  be  pleasing  until  ^lat  was  matter  of  obligation 
bectnna  an  object  of  choice  upon  prospect  of  a  desirable  advantage  pniBued 


by  Google 


S9S  FONDNESS  FOR  PLEASURES. 

tiiereby,  vliich  will  create  a  hunger  and  thint  whose  gntificatioiiB  ara 

luuilar  to  those  of  natural  appetite. 

Ihe  principal  benefit  of  religion  with  respect  to  a  pleanrable  life,  in  Aat 
it  Boppliea  oa  with  continoal  engagement,  for  ao  for  as  we  can  trace  onr  re- 
feienoea  home  we  riull  alwajra  find  eoroething  to  be  done  in  the  serrice  of 
God,  or  of  onr  fellow-creatiirea,  or  of  onraelveo.  attended  wUi  that  onioaght 
oonaciouaneaa  of  acting  rightly,  which  never  cloys  :  and  it  is  likewise  aa  in- 
faUible  teat  to  distio^iah  the  siren  pleaaares  Jtobb  the  innocent,  for  those 
that  are  fond,  or  vicious,  or  inordinate  will  never  bear  the  leferenee  to  onr 


5.  Nevertbeleaa,  pleasurea,  as  I  hinted  jaet  now,  have  thor  uses;  for 
they  together  with  fears  first  teach  na  activity,  and  are  mnch  the  better 
mistreaaes  of  the  two.  Therefore  Nature  in  our  infancy  gives  a  quicfcnesa 
to  our  organs  which  makes  them  capaUe  of  striking  strong  sensations,  and 
finding  a  delight  in  almost  every  exercise  that  ts  not  put  upon  them  by  con- 
strunt :  if  it  were  not  for  this,  children  would  never  awake  out  of  that 
drowsy  stupidity  which  overwhelms  them  for  the  most  part  in  their  cradles; 
when  they  can  run  about,  you  see  them  incessantly  bosy  in  their  little  ptaye 
which  keep  their  limbs  or  thdr  imagination  in  movement  during  those  long 
intervals  of  time,  wherein  hut^er  and  thirst  cannot  find  them  employment; 
as  they  grow  up  they  begin  to  have  a  forecast  for  pleasurea  a  little  remote, 
this  gives  an  engagement  to  the  prosecution  of  an  object  not  immediately 
within  their  reach,  and  they  can  be  pleased  with  taking  the  right  measures 
for  procunng  something  that  will  please  them  by  and  by,  from  whence 
afterwards  by  long  proceae  grows  the  idea  □£  rectitude,  and  the  Mtiafaction 
felt  in  the  steps  taken  towards  an  ultimate  aim. 

And  in  our  riper  years  there  must  generally  be  the  expectation  of  aeme- 
thing  ^prchended  very  delightfiil  to  make  us  enter  npon  bnsineas,  or  mider- 
take  any  long  work :  no  matter  whether  the  delight  prove  so  great  as  appre- 
hended, for  here  again  happiness  depends  npon  opinion :  but  the  opinion  is 
necessary  to  engage  us  in  the  work,  and  procure  ns  the  satiafaction  founci 
in  the  engaging  pursuit.  Ihua  are  we  often  cheated  into  a  real  good  by 
the  lure  (rf  an  imaginary,  like  the  old  man's  laay  sons  in  the  fable,  who  were 
set  a  digging  to  their  great  profit  in  the  improvement  of  the  vineyard  by  be< 
ing  told  at  a  hidden  treasure.  Or  if  the  pleasure  expected  be  roal,  still  it 
is  leaa  in  qauAity  than  that  distilling  in  the  progress  towards  it ;  for  I 
believe  My  Lord  Mayor's  coach  has  been  the  remote  occasion  of  mon 
engaging  satiafaction  to  the  apprentice,  than  ever  his  Lorddiip  (dt  in  it 
himsdf. 

Pleasures  serve  to  recreate  end  nabeed  &t  mind,  and  when  properly 
intenpersed  lighten  the  burden  of  any  laborioos  work ;  they  give  a  hnA' 
aese  to  the  spirits,  a  cheerfblness  to  the  temper,  contribute  to  preserve  tha 
health  by  qnickemmg  and  smoothing  the  circulations,  and  unite  peoplo  to- 
gether in  intimacy ;  for  nothing  makes  friendship  more  hearty  than  a  parti- 
cipation of  pleasures,  unleaa  it  be  a  fellowship  in  distresses,  which  is  a  muck 
less  deairable  cement :  they  make  na  take  a  fuller  notice  of  the  places  w« 
have  been  at,  the  ol^ects  we  have  seen,  and  the  transactions  we  have  oome 
a  part  in ;  and  often  store  op  a  fund  of  entertaioment  fee  the  imagination 
in  the  remembrance  of  them  after  they  are  past,  insomoch  that  Epicoma 
placed  the  happiness  of  his  wise-roan,  when  under  the  frovrna  of  fortune  in 
the  recollection  of  farmer  enjoyments.  But  I  differ  from  him  upon  that 
point,  as  expecting  the  benefit  rather  from  a  spontaneoiia  reflection,  or  one 
that  riaea  easily,  than  from  a  forced  recollection ;  for  I  would  have  nothing 
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forced  in  natters  of  pleunre,  and  conceive  that  herein  lies  the  grent  error 
of  your  men  of  pleasure,  who  torn  it  into  a  toil,  and  spoU  ita  relish  by  tbeir 
great  painB  to  enhance  it. 

Inatraction  rinke  deepest  when  conveyed  in  amnring  tales,  or  the  manner 
of  receiving  it  can  be  made  an  entertainment :  the  flowers  of  ilietaric  when 
tpiiy  fitted  on,  like  the  feathers  to  an  arrow,  give  fisrce  to  the  steely  points 
of  argwnentation :  elegance  of  language,  harmony  of  compocition,  method, 
allegory,  alluaion,  familiar  example,  whatever  helps  to  illutrtrale  or  draw  up 
the  colours  of  things,  at  once  pleases  and  informs ;  for  it  is  the  property  c^ 
light  to  entertain  the  eye  while  it  discovers  the  object :  the  pleasures  of 
conversation  make  one  among  the  principBl  links  of  society,  multiply  the  in- 
terooorses  among  mankind,  and  help  transactions  of  business  to  go  on  the 

Nor  is  pleasure  inoqiable  of  finding  an  entrance  even  into  the  holy  offices 
of  Religion,  as  witness  the  trompets,  the  choristers,  the  perfames,  the  golden 
vessels,  the  rich  vestments,  the  sptendonr  and  magnificence  of  the  Jewish 
temple,  tbe  love  feasts  of  the  primitive  Christians,  the  organ  in  our  Chnrdies, 
and  chanting  in  our  Cathedral  service. 

Bnt  it  is  not  at  the  altar  alone  that  pleasure  may  be  tamed  to  the  service 
of  Religion  and  Philosophy,  by  assisting  to  vatk  that  largeness  of  heart 
which  renders  it  their  fittest  receptacle :  pain  and  uneasiness  DecesBarily 
contract  the  views ;  while  under  them  it  is  scarce  practicable  for  a  man  to 
think  of  any  thing  beyond  himself,  and  his  present  grievance ;  but  a  little 
enjoyment  of  innocent  pleaeures  setting  the  mind  st  ease  within  itself, 
cqwDS  his  prospect :  he  then  can  take  concern  with  things  around  him,  dif- 
fuse in  sincere  charity  to  his  fellow-creatures,  comprehend  the  general  in- 
terest, and  pour  forth  in  hearty  thanksgiving  for  that  flood  of  bounty  which, 
like  the  vital  air,  expands  every  where  except  in  some  few  dungeons  and 
loathsome  places,  and  whereof  he  now  feels  tiae  infloence. 

Thns  we  see  the  value  of  pleasures  does  not  lie  in  themselves,  but  in  their 
nses ;  and  many  times  the  joy  of  having  gained  our  point  is  nothing,  bat 
the  whole  delight  stands  confined  to  the  pursuit :  we  matter  not  the  shilling 
we  play  fu*  at  cards,  yet  if  we  played  for  nothifig  there  would  be  no  di- 
version in  tbe  game ;  so  in  the  games  of  traffic,  of  ambition,  of  accomplish- 
ment, tbe  wealth,  the  honour,  the  perfection,  when  gained,  will  not  invest 
OS  with  the  supreme  happiness  we  flatter  ourselves,  yet  without  such  expec- 
tation we  should  not  pass  our  time  so  agreeably  as  we  do  in  managing  our 
cards  well,  and  making  advances  towards  them. 

This  might  teach  us  the  true  science  of  pleasure,  which  consists  in  dis- 
tinguishing those  that  are  most  productive  of  engagement,  of  activity,  of  * 
agreeable  reflection,  of  cheerfulness,  and  serenity  of  mind,  or  stimulate  to 
useful  ecquisitionB,  end  prefer  those  before  the  more  exquisite.  But  science 
will  avail  nothing  without  a  strength  of  resolution  to  practise  it,  which  may 
enable  us  to  choose  for  onrsdves  among  our  pleasures,  and  to  choose  with 
discretion,  not  with  fondness,  nor  ever  suffer  Uiem  to  force  themselves  upon 
US  whether  we  will  or  no,  to  harbour  no  wants  nor  anxious  cravings  for 
them ;  for  this  is  what  was  meant  by  the  Apathy  of  the  Philosophers,  this  is 
that  forbearance  which  is  one  of  the  two  branches  of  our  Redemption,  and 
ttiia  stands  included  in  what  was  styled  in  Scripture  language,  asserting  the 
gtorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God. 

6.  This  selection  of  pleasures,  valnahle  for  their  finits  and  appendages' 
from  those  which  delight  only  in  the  fnution,  most  obviously  marks  the 
difference  betwe«i  a  civilized  and  a  barbarous  people ;  for  tbe  pleasures  ot 


by  Google 


858  FONDNESS  FOR  PLEASURES.' 

pure  nature,  the  gratifications  of  undisciplined  appetite,  are  as  intebae,  or ' 

perhaps  more  bo,  than  thoee  of  refinement. 

When  a  child,  I  have  been  more  highly  delighted  with  a  oolonred  print 
bonght  for  a  halfpenny,  with  a  ballad  tune  snng  by  the  coane-piped  cham 
ber  maid,  in  reading  the  dragon  of  Wantley,  in  diacoTering  a  better  way 
of  building  houses  with  cards,  than  ever  I  was  since  with  the  finest  peint- 
inga,  the  sweeteat  music,  the  snblimest  poetry,  or  the  luddest  thought  oc- 
earring  in  the  progresa  of  my  Chi4)ten :  even  the  heights  of  Fhiloaophy 
and  efiiisions  of  grace,  if  yon  regu\l  only  the  present  moment,  are  not 
more  transportuig  than  the  amosementa  of  childhood,  tlar  do  I  donbt 
that  the  American  savages  find  e*  strong  relish  in  their  lumps  of  flesh  with 
the  akin  on,  taken  from  the  burning  coals,  in  their  coutrivancea  to  catch  the 
beavers,  in  successes  againat  their  enemies  and  seizures  of  plunder,  aa  we 
do  in  aia  dainties^  our  elegancies,  our  arts,  and  accomplish  men ts.  And 
after  all,  perhaps  we  have  no  greater  enjoyments  among  ns  than  those  of' 
eating  when  we  are  hungry,  drinking  when  we  are  thmty,  laying  down 
when  sleepy,  or  as  the  second  Solonnn  has  prononoced,  than  scratching 
where  it  itches. 

But  arts  and  sciences  and  the  civilized  modes  of  employment  add  to  the 
enjoyment  of  life  not  by  heightening  the  gnat  of  it,  but- by  supplying  more 
in  qaantity  with  a  less  interrupted  continuity  :  we  ranst  indeed  have  an 
imaginaticHi  of  something  very  delightful  in  the  possession  of  them  to  en- 
gage us  to  the  pursuit ;  but  this  notion  bad  better  gradually  subside,  as 
indeed  it  genendly  does,  in  proportion  aa  the  pursuit  becomea  habitual  and 
pleaaant.  But  the  benefit  results  from  the  pursuit  itself,  whidi  finds  em- 
ployment for  our  time  by  supplying  ns  continually  with  engaging  aims  in 
the  steps  taken  towards  attainment  of  our  purpose,  end  yields  a  fond  of 
agreeable  reflection  on  the  advances  we  have  made,  which  is  compatible 
with  our  other  reaeonahte  desires,  which  provides  for  the  entertainment  ol 
other  persons  besides  our  own,  and  takes  na  off  from  the  indulgence  of  those 
natural  appetites,  that  would  be  troublesome  to  others  and  pernicious  to 
onraelvea. 

For  we  may  observe,  that  the  arts  of  pleasure  have  their  foundation  in 
the  resistance  of  pleasure,  we  must  get  rid  of  our  groaa  tastes  to  acquire  a 
refined ;  the  first  effect  of  manly  desires  is  to  give  ui  a  contempt  for  those 
childish  ones  whidti  used  to  afford  us  vast  delight  before,  and  in  all  accom- 
plishment there  is  something  of  a  subjection  of  appetite.  Politeaesa  cannot 
subsist  without  an  easy,  unruffled  temper,  capable  of  atifling  all  emotions 
that  rise  in  the  breaat;  the  genteelest  players  at  games  of  diversion  are 
those  who  show  the  least  eagerness,  who  can  win  without  transport  or  lose 
without  concern ;  and  in  all  arts  the  ignorant  are  known  from  connoiseeura 
by  that  rapturous  amazement  with  which  they  are  struck  upon  beholding 
extraordinary  perfonnances. 

Ihua  the  arts  providing  for  the  embellishmeat  of  life  were  not  designed 
to  make  ua  more  fond  of  pleasure,  but  to  bring  that  propensity  which  there  - 
is  inmost  men  thereto  into  a  regular  syatem  whereby  to  prevent  it  from  nut* 
ning  out  into  extravagant  and  dangerous  excursions  i  for  it  is  better  to 
persuade  a  man  to  study  any  science  whatever,  than  that  he  should  act  wan- 
tonly without  any  science  at  all ;  and  there  being  audi  an  infinite  variety  of 
dispoaitionB  among  mankind,  makes  it  neceaaary  to  provide  employment  for 
the  mdnatiy  and  ingenuity  of  them  all ;  beaides  that  industry  of  any  one 
kind  helps  to  encourage  tiiat  in  every  other,  as  well  by  increaaing  the  de- 
mands for  its  produce,  and  so  promoting'  commerce,  aa  by  rendering  the 
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■pint  of  activity  and  contriraaoe  more  general :  therefore  we  fiod  that  in  pro- 
portioQ  as  countriesgrowbetterpolicied,  the  polite  arts  go  band  in  hand  with 
the  nsefol,  or  at  least  do  not  wait  long  for  their  introduction  after  the  others 
have  been  e«t&bliahed.  For  thej  cootribnte  a  rhsae  for  the  benefit  of  society, 
rasking  it  the  hnsinew  of  some  to  prepare  mHteriale  for  the  entertainment  of 
others ;  and  if  it  is  said  they  give  occasion  to  vices  onknown  among  the 
^ndrant,  thus  may  be  trae  without  their  increasing  the  growth  of  wicked- 
ueaa,  but  only  by  turning  it  into  a  different  channel :  for  there  is  a  .perversity 
of  chancier  to  be  found  among  all  femiljes  npon  earth,  which  will  find 
matter  to  work  npon,  wherever  placed.  The  same  persons  whom  we  see 
rapacious,  over-reaching,  and  tricking  here,  would  have  been  pilferers, 
robb«^,  and  plnnderers  if  bom  among  savages ;  those  who  riot  in  luxury 
among  us  would  have  been  likely  to  wallow  in  sensualities  among  them  ; 
for  the  same  error  leads  into  both,  namely,  their  fondness  for  high  delights, 
and  inability  to  resist  the  impulse  of  any  allurement  striking  strongly  upon 
their  fency. 


CHAP.  XXX. 

SELF-DENIAL. 

7^1  greatest  conquest,  say  all  the  Sages  of  andent  and  modem  days,  is 
that  of  ourselves ;  for  victory  is  never  so  glorious  nor  so  valuable  as  when 
gained  over  on  invader  or  a  tyrant,  who  would  enslave  us :  but  there  is  not 
a  more  imperiooa  or  oppressive  tyrant  in  nature,  than  that  usually  called  Self- 
love  ;  though  his  true  name  be  Self -fondness,  the  most  opposite  to  love  and  the 
most  dangerous  to  its  interests,  because  assoming  its  likeness  and  thereby 
beguiling  the  unwary  to  court  their  own  thraldom. 

Liberty  is  dear  to  all,  hnt  the  ideas  of  it  are  very  different,  nor  perhaps 
are  there  many  terms  current  in  language  which  are  so  little  nnderstpod : 
men  commonly  place  it  in  a  license  to  do  uncontruUedly  whatever  their  de- 
Wres  or  the  present  impulse  of  passion  shall  prompt  them  to ;  but  the  hber^ 
of  the  sons  of  God  consists  in  an  exemption  from  passion  and  a  superlori^ 
to  desire,  so  as  they  may  be  able  to  choose  and  to  act  as  they  will,  upon  all 
occasioQs,  being  passive  in  none  of  their  motions,  nor  hurried  along  im- 
petuonsty  by  any  force  whatsoever. 

Now  the  two  great  obstacles  against  this  freedom  are  Pleasure  and  Pain, 
which  the  imbecility  of  human  nature  in  its  present  degraded  state  renders 
it  onable  to  resist;  nor  shall  we  ever  become  freemen  until  having  attained 
that  perfect  power  of  endurance  and  forbearance,  which  is  to  be  our  de- 
liverance ttaax  original  sin  and  the  completing  of  our  Redemption.  This  is  a 
great  work  never  to  be  finished  in  this  life,  wherein  yet  we  must  moke 
what  progress  we  are  able,  or  else  shall  go  out  utterly  unprepared  to  carry 
it  on  in  ^  next. 

Therefore  it  behoves  ns  to  be  diligent  in  loosening  the  bonds  that  hold  us, 
which  is  done  two  ways,  either  by  weakening  the  force  of  our  desires,  or 
strengthening  our  own  resolution :  the  former  is  the  more  generally  feasible, 
fijr  we  may  starve  desire  by  keeping  pmdently  out  of  the  way  erf  tempta- 
tion, or  finding  other  amusements  to  engage  us  from  it ;  but  the  latter  is 
the  more  desirable,  as  comprehending  the  other  within  it,  for  every  throw- 
ing of  the  adronary  lessens  his  vigour  while  it  adds  to  our  own,  aitd  it  is 
always  esteemed  more  odvantageoos  to  beat  on  enemey  in  open  field  wher« 
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it  can  be  done,  than  to  elade  his  grasp  by  BtratBgcmg  or  coantermarcliei. ' 
But  to  qualify  ui  for  the  day  of  battle  it  will  be  neceseary  to  prepare  befbre- 
hand  by  discipline  and  exercises,  and  frequent  ekirmJBhea  with  mch  parties 
aa  we  can  master,  whereby  to  ai^uire  experience  and  hardinesa  to  cope 
with  the  more  formidable. 

He  then  who  is  duly  sensible  of  his  natural  wealcneaa  will  endeavour  to 
mend  it  by  seasonable  self-denials,  refusing  himself  innocent  pleasures  that 
they  may  not  get  him  within  the  sphere  of  their  attraction,  nor  become  ne- 
cessBry  to  him,  and  undergoing  some  fatigues  and  troubles  not  immediately 
needful,  that  be  may  not  be  afraid  of  them  when  expedient ;  that  he  may 
have  the  entire  command  of  his  own  actions,  and  he  able  to  take  np  or  lay 
down  his  affections  and  aversions  with  the  same  ease  as  he  could  ut  down 
to  a  game  at  cards  with  pleasure,  or  let  it  alone  without  hankering,  or  as  he 
could  go  out  in  a  rainy  day,  if  there  were  occasion,  with  tranqoilli^,  or 
comfort  himself  with  the  thooghts  of  having  a  dry  bonse  over  his  head. 
'  2.  Bat  there  are  grievous  mistakes  made  upon  this  article  of  self-denial  - 
for  want  of  bearing  in  mind  the  use  and  inteatioa  of  it,  which  is  none 
other  than  to  preserve  our  independency  against  all  attempts  of  desire,  or 
fear  to  bring  as  into  aabjection  under  them.  Some  esteem  it  a  thing  good 
in  itself,  ao  acceptable  offering  to  God.  when  they  sacrifice  all  their  enjoy- 
ment and  their  ease  to  please  him,  therefore  the  more  they  afflict  themselves 
by,  abstinences  and  austerities,  the  richer  their  holocanet  will  be. 

But  God  desires  no  such  sacrifice,  noi  is  he  pleased  with  the  sufferings  of 
his  creatures.  He  gave  ns  our  existence  that  we  might  be  capable  of  en> 
joyment,  he  has  spread  innumerable  blesungs  aronnd  us  upon  the  earth, 
that  we  might  be  happy  in  the  right  use  of  them ;  and  we  serve  him  beet 
when  we  take  the  most  effectual  methods  to  secure  happiness  for  ourselves 
together  vrith  our  fellow-creatorea,  for  which  purpose,  as  1  have  shown  be- 
fore,  all  our  religious  duties  and  services  are  calculated  He  has  made  satia- 
ftiction  the  first  and  constant  mover  of  our  actions,  he  has  rendered  pain 
and  uneasiness  abhorrent  to  our  nature,  .nor  should  we  ever  have  inducement 
to  stir  a  finger,  if  we  could  once  became  totally  indifierent  to  both  :  but  aa 
a  man  in  trade  must  exhanst  his  coflers  to  buy  merchandizes,  by  the  profit 
whereof  he  may  replenish  them  the  fuller,  so  it  often  happens  that  our 
sole  avenue  to  pleasure  lies  through  pain,  in  which  case  it  is  prudent  to 
disburse  our  hoards  of  ease  and  enjoyment  for  the  sake  of  a  larger  return, 
so  that  we  pursue  pleasure  even  while  running  voluntarily  into  troubles. 

Therefore  the  prospect  of  some  addition  to  our  happiness  is  the  only 
justifiable  ground  of  self-denial,  nor,  as  I  have  said  formerly,  would  I  have ' 
a  man  ever  deny  himself  anything,  unless  in  order  to  please  himself  better 
thereby  another  time :  not  that  I  expect  he  should  always  clearly  discern 
that  consequence,  for  the  aita  of  moral  prudence  respecting  remote  advan- 
tages are  not  traceable  by  everybody,  nor  completely  by  anybody,  therefore 
he  must  take  guidance  from  the  rules  establidied  upon  the  experience  of 
others,  who  have  hung  them  out  as  marks  for  the  direction  of  such  aa  are 
nnacqnainted  with  the  road.  But  whoever  first  laid  down  the  mlee  oagtA 
to  have  discerned  the  benefits  Teeulting  naturally  from  them,  or  he  acta' 
deceitfully,  and  he  that  follows  them  proceeds  npon  a  confidence  of  their 
having  been  so  laid  down ;  for  if  he  lua  not  a  discernment  of  his  own  of' 
the  benefit  to  accrue,  nor  the  sanction  of  a  rule,  or  thinks  to  refine  npon ' 
his  teachers  by  exceeding  the  austerities  prescribed  without  a  dear  view  of' 
their  expedience,  he  acts  foolishly  and  inconsiderately,  if  not  wickedly. 
And  the  affliction  of  ourselves  is  so  far  from  being  a  necesaary  ingredient 


by  Google 


SELF-DENIAL.  661 

in  eelf-<leniBl«,  that  we  ought  to  malce  our  principal  aim  to  admit  as  tittle  of 
it  as  possible  in  the  exercises  of  them  ;  for  the  cheeriiiller  and  eaiier  we 
can  go  through  the  tadi,  the  softer  we  can  make  the  burden  lie  upon  our 
■hoi^ders,  the  more  manfully  we  can  perform  our  exercises,  so  much  the 
better,  and  so  much  the  more  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  as  being 
a  completer  conquest  over  the  enemv,  and  a  greater  improvement  of  our 
own  strength,  which  will  enable  us  to  pnrsue  our  advimtBges  for  the  future 
without  tronhle  from  those  allurements  and  terrors  that  used  to  prove  an 
obetade  before. 

For  the  only  pnrpoie  of  self-denial  is  for  inuring  us  to  do  the  same  things 
we  did  under  it,  without  any  reluctance  or  self-denial  at  all ;  and  the  sooner 
.we  acquire  this  habit  the  leas  we  shall  suffer  in  the  learning,  and  the  more 
cfiectually  we  shall  answer  our  purpose,  llierefore  it  is  advisable  to  take 
our  eye  off  as  ranch  as  possible  from  the  greatness  of  the  difficulties  we 
undertslce,  and  fix  it  upon  the  advantages  we  promise  oorselves  therefrom, 
or  upon  the  consdoueiieM  of  rectitude,  which  is  a  certain  evidence  of  ad- 
vantages we  do  not  see :  and  when  by  this  means  we  have  in  time  brought 
the  difficulty  to  be  none,  it  will  both  encourage  and  prqwre  us  to  surmoont 
greater  difficulties  in  like  manner. 

3.  Nevertheless,  it  behoves  us  to  use  conduct  as  well  as  courage,  and 
manage  prudently  as  well  in  respect  to  the  time  of  making  onr  attadis,  the 
quarters  where  they  may  be  practicable,  as  the  choice  of  such  adversaries 
as  prove  our  greatest  annoyance,  and  to  make  a  timely  retreat  whenever 
overmatched  :  for  our  natural  debility  is  such,  that  we  have  need  of  ell  our 
circumspection  and  contrivance  to  do  any  good  with  it. 

There  are  people  who  never  think  of  discipline  while  things  go  on  smoothly 
and  currently,  hut  when  some  affliction  or  pain  falls  npon  them,  or  low- 
ness  of  spirits  oppresses  them,  then  they  will  needs  resolve  upon  great 
achievements,  when  having  enough  to  do  to  support  the  present  pressure 
they  lie  under.  This  is  ill  timing  of  things,  it  is  whetting  the  sword  when 
the  enemy  draws  close  upon  thnn.  But  the  seasons  of  prosperity  are  the 
proper  seasons  for  self-denial,  when  the  spirits  are  strong,  the  forces  fresh, 
and  the  mind  at  ease  to  look  about  and  contrive ;  for  then  the  Siren  ene> 
mies  are  bnueet  about  us,  then  are  we  best  able  to  cope  with  tbem,  and 
then  is  the  time  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  patience  and  hardiness,  which  we  may 
find  the  benefit  of  in  tinie  of  trial,  whether  upon  some  grievance  be&lling 
or  some  arduous  service  requiring  onr  dispatch. 

Others  there  are,  who  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  heroism  in 
self-denial ;  they  must  be  Alexanders  to  carry  the  world  before  them,  or 
Hercnleses  to  subdue  all  monsters.  Those  sre  commonly  people  who  pro- 
ceed upon  the  motive  of  fear  and  obligation :  they  mnst  wage  perpetual 
war  against  all  the  enemies  of  God,  or  they  will  incur  his  wrath  and  be 
ddivered  over  to  the  devil. 

It  is  indeed  our  duty  to  subdue  all  enemies  we  ran,  but  the  addition  of 
We  can  will  make  laige  deductions  from  the  particle  All ;  and  there  is  no 
duty  in  attacking  those  we  cannot  overcome,  nor  will  the  devil  lay  hold  of 
us  for  the  omisuon.  We  are  to  wage  perpetual  war,  but  our  wehisre  con- 
sists more  in  vigilance  to  take  all  advantages,  than  in  bravery  to  challenge 
every  foe,  and  even  when  we  do  exert  our  vigour  it  must  be  guided  and 
tempered  by  discretion.  When  men  drive  fuHously  on  with  a  rraolntion  to 
storm  Heaven  at  once  by  violence,  they  become  righteons  overmuch,  Aat 
is,  erroneously  so ;  they  would  nudce  deaz  work  as  they  go  along,  cutting 
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up  every  desire,  root  and  branch,  eradicating  every  senaibiUty  of  pun,  or 

Mrror,  or  uneasiness. 

But  oar  desires  and  oar  aversions  are  necessary-  to  us,  for  without  them 
we  oould  have  no  choice  of  action :  the  busineo  is  to  prevent  thdr  gettinff 
head  so  far  as  to  impose  a  choice  upon  us,  that  we  may  be  always  free  to 
choose  for  ourselves  ;  but  we  can  choose  do  otherwise  than  upon  the  jndg* 
ment  of  what  is  most  desirable,  or  clearestof  consequences  to  which  we  are 
averse  i  neither  should  we  know  wherein  to  serve  our  neighbour,  if  we 
could  meet  with  one -who  had  neither  desire  to  gratify,  nor  fear  to  be  df 
livered  from. 

But  it  often  happens  that  such  as  will  needs  be  righteous  ovennnch,  fail 
of  being  ri^teous  enough  :  for  while  eager  oa  their  austerities,  abstiueucet, 
and  ardnouB  enteqirizes,  the  enemy  cornea  behind  and  trips  them  up,  so  as 
to  disable  them  from  acquitting  the  common  offices  of  life,  or  perhaps  their 
very  eagerness  turns  into  a  passion,  which  requires  a  particular  self-denial 
to  master  it.  But  a  wise  general  will  take  good  care  of  his  own  territory 
before  he  thinks  nf  making  inroads,  and  leave  no  little  strong  hold  antaken 
behind  him.  while  marching  incon^erately  into  the  heart  of  the  enemies' 
country. 

TTierefore  it  behoves  us  to  become  perfect  in  common  goodness,  before 
we  aim  at  extraordinary :  to  take  care  there  be  no  unnatural  cnivinga  in 
eating  and  drinking,  for  dainties,  eleganraes,  or  curiosities,  no  indnlgence 
of  &e  pillow,  aversion  to  trouble,  impatience  under  pain,  cross  accident, 
or  disappointment,  lisllessness  or  dilatoriness  in  business,  vexation  at 
being  put  out  of  our  way,  proneness  to  murmur,  to  despond,  to  censure, 
to  despite,  to  draw  comparisons,  no  unevenncss  of  temper,  nor  other  such 
evil  habits  which  are  frequently  contracted  unwarily  by  giving  too  close  an 
attention  to  feats  of  extraordinary  prowess. 

Since  then  we  have  not  eyea  to  look  everywhere,  nor  forces  to  act  of- 
fensively against  all  enemies  at  once,  it  becomes  us  to  level  our  batteries 
against  those  that  give  the  greatest  annoyance,  to  discover  the  sins  that  do 
so  easily  beset  us,  to  consider  our  station  in  life,  our  particular  duties,  the 
works  we  have  to  do,  and  apply  our  self-denial  to  the  best  advantage  for 
removing  those  obstacles,  which  used  to  retard  us  in  the  performance  of 
them.  If  without  neglect  of  this  service  we  can  acquire  higher  degrees  of 
endurance  and  forbearance,  qualifying  ns  to  perform  extraordinary  aervices, 
it  is  a  glorious  achievement ;  but  we  shall  do  right  to  be  cautious  in  strug- 
gling with  a  potent  advereuy,  for  when  we  find  him  too  much  for  us  it 
will  be  prudent  to  retire  in  time,  because  by  peraisting  obstinately  to  strive 
against  an  iniumonntable  difficulty,  we  only  eiibaust  our  strength  and 
leave  ourselves  defenceless  agBinst  the  first  assailant  that  shall  afterwarda 
attach  us. 

And  before  we  bestir  ourselves  much  to  gain  extraordinary  powers.  It 
will  be  worth  while  to  consider  what  good  we  could  do  with  them  if  we 
had  tliem :  for  if  they  would  lie  useless  in  our  hands,  it  can  be  but  labour 
lost  to  take  pains  in  the  acqaisition.  How  would  the  man  of  fortune  be 
more  serviceable  if  be  could  bear  the  burthens  of  the  porter,  or  endure  bis 
coarseness  of  diet  and  nastiness  of  living  ?  We  who  are  happily  placed  in  a 
country  of  liberty  where  Religion  has  the  protection  of  laws,  what  could 
we  do  more  for  its  interests  if  we  were  able  to  suffer  martyrdom,  to  sacrifice 
houses,  possessions,  wives,  children,  ease,  and  life,  fnr  the  bitb  ?  I  do  not 
deny  that  those  are  valuable  and  dnirable  qualitie;,  if  they  were  to  be  had 
with  a  wish  j  but  how  is  it  our  duty  to  toil  and  struggle  for  them  while  we 
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have  other  work  enough  upon  our  handa  ?  For  in  aU  our  motions  we  are 
to  regard  the  caD  of  Heaven  BigniGed  by  the  talents  and  opportunities  af- 
forded ns,  and  the  ways  wherein  our  industry  may  prove  effective  to  sonw 
beneficial  purpose,  and  to  practise  such  discipline  or  other  methods  as  will 
better  qoslify  us  to  obey  the  call. 

We  are  taught  to  pray.  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,  which  woald  be  su- 
perfluous if  it  were  expected  from  as  to  become  capable  of  resisting  all 
temptation :  therefore  we  need  not  be  distnrbed  at  wanting  the  firmness 
sntfident  to  carry  us  through  all  kinds  of  labours,  tronbles,  distresses,  and 
anfleringa  wherecf  we  have  heard  or  seen  examples.  For  though  a  prudent 
general  will  leave  nothing  to  chance  that  he  can  help,  yet  for  all  bis  pru- 
dence a  great  deal  will  still  remain  in  the  power  of  chance ;  nor  can  we  ex- 
pect, like  the  arrogant  Stoics,  ever  to  m^e  ourselves  secure  against  being 
hnrt  by  the  malice  of  fortune,  for  this  vronld  rwse  ns  to  a  state  of  indepen- 
dency :  but  this  will  not  dqect  us  when  we  reflect  whose  disposal  fortune 
lies  under. 

For  we  may  contemplate  all  the  burdens,  hard  serrices,  and  evils  inci- 
dent to  human  life  without  terror,  and  enter  upon  any  of  them,  when  called 
thereto,  with  courage,  as  conliding  in  the  goodness  of  God,  that  be  will  not 
lead  ns  into  temptation  above  what  we  are  able  to  bear,  or  will  with  the 
temptation  also  make  a  way  to  escape,  whereby  if  we  are  not  now,  we  may 
become  able  to  bear  it. 

4.  The  proper  end  of  self-denial  is  ease  and  enlargement  of  power,  to 
bring  our  desires  and  aversions  nnder  such  discipline,  as  that  they  may 
never  obstruct  nor  trouble  as  in  the  prosecution  of  our  truest  interests  and 
enjoyments  :  therefore  those  are  mischievous  and  blameable  austerities  that 
weaken  our  natural  powers  and  appetites,  which  are  the  instnunents  given 
ns  whereby  to  help  ourselves  upon  all  occasions.  He  that  fosts  tiO  he  has 
destroyed  the  tone  of  his  stomach,  till  he  has  emaciated  himst^If  or  brought 
a  feebleness  upon  his  muscles  and  a  poverty  into  his  blood,  has  very  ill  be- 
stowed his  pains :  for  what  avails  it  to  remove  obstacles  to  yourwork  if  you 
likewise  remove  away  all  the  ability  you  had  to  perform  any  ?  He  who 
shuts  himself  up  from  all  enjoymente  of  the  world  until  he  has  lost  all  know- 
ledge in  the  ways  of  the  world,  only  makes  himself  a  less  useful  member  of 
society,  than  those  who  drive  along  in  the  torrent  of  impulse  with  the  com- 


For  as  I  have  remarked  in  n  foregoing  chapter,  some  indulgence  is  ne- 
cessary to  support  the  health,  to  recreate  the  spirits,  to  save  the  strength  for 
great  occasions,  to  give  a  briskness  and  cheerfulness  to  oar  motions,  to 
leave  ns  at  leisure  for  learning  and  observation  of  what  passes  around,  and 
for  receiving  the  influence  of  sympathy  by  which  the  benefits  of  society  are 
prinripally  conveyed. 

It  is  a  very  nice  point  to  know  exactly  how  fiir  to  indulge,  and  when  to 
deny,  and  therefore  deserves  the  more  diligent  study  :  but  what  have  we 
else  to  do  than  live  and  learn  ?  nor  is  there  a  more  profitable  science  to  be 
studied  than  the  right  timing  and  proper  application  of  our  resolution.  For 
as  with  respect  to  the  company  or  the  world  about  ns,  compliance  is  a  virtue, 
but  passiveness  a  fetal  error,  so  it  is  in  our  transactions  at  home  among  our 
own  desires :  we  must  snfler  them  to  lead,  but  never  to  drive  us,  nor  even 
to  lead,  unless  when  we  suffer  it,  keeping  the  reins  always  in  our  hand, 
though  we  do  not  always  use  them,  and  having  our  eyeb  constantly 
open  that  we  may  see  the  way  before  us,  so  as  to  know  upon  all  occa- 
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Bions  vhy  we  ^ve  wa^,  and  why  we  reatmin :  fur  tbis  ie  that  common 
sense  which  is  more  vEdaeble  than  fine  leDse,  that  discretioD  which  steers 
equally  dear  from  the  follies  of  impulse,  and  the  eztraTBgaDcea  of  rigid 
philosophy  or  righteousaeBs  overmuch. 

Excess  of  self-denial  often  eprings  hota  a  fund  of  iaziness  lurking-  at  hot- 
torn ;  men  thmk  to  master  all  their  passions  by  a  violent  ezertioa  at  once, 
that  they  may  have  nothing  left  to  do  afterwards :  and  sometimee,  as  al- 
ready noticed  in  the  last  section,  self-denial  itself  by  growing  eager  will 
corrupt  into  a  passion.  In  this  case  it  becomes  na  eaemy  as  much  as  any 
other  passion  it  has  snbdued,  and  as  much  reijuires  another  self-denial  to 
In-ingit  down,  by  resisting  its  impulses  that  it  way  not  run  away  withua. 

For  if  we  cannot  break  off  our  labours  and  our  austerities  upon  occasion 
witboQt  vexing  and  hankering  after  them,  we  are  not  freemen,  hut  have  let 
this  excellent  servant  encroach  upon  us  till  he  is  become  our  master :  there- 
fore it  is  expedient  to  keep  him  within  his  duty  by  purposed  interroptions, 
and  a  ready  compliance  with  avocations  of  business,  or  amusement  that  any 
body  AaH  throw  in  our  way ;  for  without  some  such  cai'tion  we  may  nm  a 
great  hazard  of  growing  righteous  overmuch. 

So  that  it  is  a  vain  imagination  to  think  of  doing  our  business  by  a  strong 
exertion  once  for  all ;  bat  the  desire  of  having  no  further  need  of  self-denial 
is  perhaps  the  propensity  most  expedient  for  us  to  subdue ;  for  this  life  is  a 
school  and  a  warfare,  wherein  we  must  always  be  eiercistng,  always  im- 
frov'mg,  and  always  contesting ;  our  greatest  ease  most  ^ring  from  the 
expectation  beforehand  of  never  being  at  rest,  and  like  the  Spartans,  inur- 
iog  our  mind  to  a  military  state,  keeping  a  constant  look  out,  and  standing 
in  readiness  to  march,  to  countermarch,  and  change  out  measures  alertly, 
as  occasion  shall  require.  But  it  is  not  easy  at  all  times  to  see  where  the 
enemy  lurks,  for  the  passions  often  urge  to  very  rigorons  denials  of  one  an- 
other, in  which  case  we  may  be  strengthening  impolse  by  the  very  exercises 
with  which  we  think  to  subdue  it. 

Ambition  will  drive  through  toils  and  struggles,  abstintaices  of  all  kinds, 
patience  of  pains,  fatignes,  contradictions,  and  indignities;  the  passion  of 
being  adnured  haa  made  some  girls  almost  starve  themselves  frr  a  shape, 
and  do  more  than  popish  penance  in  stays  uneasier  than  a  hair  shirt,  nor 
is  there  any  favourite  scheme  men  have  strongly  at  heart,  which  may  not 
enable  them  to  do  and  suffer  great  things  for  accon^lishing  it :  all  this  while 
they  fancy  themselves  miracles  of  patience  and  resolution,  but  are  indeed 
driven  like  a  nail  with  a  hammer,  by  the  force  of  one  passion,  anrmoanting 
the  resistance  of  another.  It  may  be  good  policy  to  employ  those  cham- 
pions to  bring  down  a  stubborn  foe,  too  strong  for  our  sober  reason  to  deal 
with,  but  they  will  conquer  for  themselves,  not  for  us,  unless  we  keep  them 
disciplined  from  time  to  time  by  seasonable  self-denials  of  the  passions  they 
instigate  in  us. 

5.  There  is  a  diecipline  which  Providence  exercises  upon  us  m  'he  pains, 
afflictions,  disappointmeata  and  other  trials  interspersed  among  mankind,  <A 
which  we  may  make  good  profit  by  striving  agninst  the  desires  that  are 
particularly  hurt  by  them.  They  are  not  indeed  self-denials  because  not 
volontarUy  undertaken,  but  we  may  torn  them  to  the  same  use,  and  they 
were  sent  with  deeign  to  be  so  turned. 

This  reflection,  while  a  man  can  hold  it  lively  in  his  imagination,  might 
encourage  him  to  strive  for  his  present  ease  and  future  profit  by  endeavour- 
ing to  lessen  his  averaion  to  the  pressure  laid  upon  him :  he  will  scarce  be 
able  to  do  this  completely,  nor  need  be  think  amiss  of  himself  that  he  cannot. 
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for  honun  infirmity  n  not  a  fault ;  but  the  peTSUuon  of  sudi  a  power  bein^ 
a  desirable  thing,  if  it  conld  be  acquired,  will  help  little  hy  little  to  a  con- 
KDt  and  acquieecence  of  the  mind  in  hia  bnrdens  withont  any  want  of  a 
riddsnce  from  them. 

But  where  there  is  no  want  there  ib  no  imbecility ;  yoa  may  hold  your 
hand  near  a  roastiog  fire  to  long  as  yon  can  keep  from  wanting  to  get  rid 
of  the  burning  heat,  thon^  yoa  feel  the  smart  you  do  not  mfler  by  it,  nor 
are  forced  to  snatch  your  hand  away.  This  is  called  patience,  and  answers 
the  same  pm^xMe  as  self-denial,  by  weakenuig  those  aversions  which  stand 
in  our  way  against  the  prosecution  of  adyantageons  schemes.  Neverthe- 
less, the  ezemption  from  want  does  not  necessarily  banish  desire,  for  we 
may  desire  a  thing  without  wanting  it :  neither  need  the  fnllest  consent  of 
the  mind  to  bm-dens  we  cannot  help,  withhold  as  from  eflecting  our  delive- 
rance as  soon  as  we  can ;  for  as  I  have  said  in  a  fonner  place,  we  are  to 
kiss  the  rod  of  affliction,  not  to  court  it. 

Enjoyment  is  our  proper  goal,  nor  are  we  ever  to  take  the  miry  road  of 
pain  and  trouble  volontariW,  unless  upon  a  reasonable  prospect  of  its  lead- 
ing dwreto ;  when  God  calls  to  tri^  we  may  depend  they  are  for  our 
benefit,  but  the  moment  he  opens  a  way  to  escape  the  call  ceases,  nor  shall 
we  ever  serve  either  bim  or  oarselves  by  running  into  them  needlesaly. 
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It  may  be  remembered  that  1  made  a  triple  division  of  the  human  coro- 
poond  into  Body,  Mental  Organization,  and  Perceptive  Spirit.  The  last. 
whicA  alone  is  properly  ourselves,  the  other  two  having  only  a  borrowed  per- 
-sonality  while  in  vital  union  therewith,  can  receive  no  alteration  either  in 
form  or  qoality,  but  must  continue  forever  the  same,  unless  it  should  please 
God  by  an  immediate  act  of  his  Omnipotence  to  re-create  it  in  another  na- 
ture :  for  every  alteration  proceeds  from  a  different  disposition  of  parts,  or 
accession  of  new  parts,  or  subtraction  of  old,  none  of  which  can  happen  to 
the  Spirit,  as  being  an  individual  having  no  parts,  nor  capable  of  admitting 
any  :  it  can  only  change  its  condition  by  having  a  different  set  of  oigans 
whereby  to  perceive,  and  of  instruments  wherewith  to  act.  But  the  other 
two  being  material  compositions,  may  admit  of  alteration,  and  it  behoven 
US,  so  &r  as  in  ov  power  lies,  to  work  such  as  may  prove  an  amendment  of 
them  in  form  and  qoality  :  more  especially  the  second  part  in  the  division 
which  is  our  more  inseparable  companion,  and  to  share  in  our  peraonalitv 
for  a  long,  long  continuance,  after  we  shall  have  taken  final  leave  of  the 

But  how  shall  we  go  to  work  for  maiiaging  eitfaar  of  them  ?  we  cannot 
come  at  them  by  manual  operation,  nor  take  dieir  springs  to  pieces,  as  one 
might  the  works  of  a  dock,  in  order  to  file,  or  straighten,  or  clean,  or  rec- 
tify them  in  any  respect.  The  bodily  movements  we  may  help  a  little  by 
diet,  medicine,  and  exercise,  but  none  of  these  methods  wHl  touch  the  spi- 
ritual body,  nor  even  the  finer  circnlations  of  the  carnal,  wherein  its  pas- 
sions, inclinations,  aversions,  imaginations,  combinations,  trains  of  ideas, 
and  all  the  mechanical  impulses  depend.  Yet  these  are  the  subjects  we  are 
to  work  upon,  the  engines  we  have  to  employ,  as  well  for  secnring  ourselves 
and  OUT  fellow-travellers  an  agreeable  passage  along  this  present  stage  of 
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our  joorney,  as  providing  a  good  conatitotion  for  the  inner  body  wherewith 

it  may  rise  to  health,  and  Tigoor,  and  happiness,  in  the  nest. 

Bat  we  can  scarce  have  profited  so  little  by  experience  u  to  fail  of  ob- 
serving, that  ideas  riae  whether  in  cloeters  together,  or  ■nocesai'vdy  in  the 
same  order  wherein  they  have  been  freqaently  introdaced ;  the  animal  BpiritB 
which  cost  them  np  drcolating  more  readily,  like  the  grosser  floids,  in  those 
channels  which  have  been  worn  smooth  by  (xintinual  passage. 

From  hence  proceed  onr  habits  both  of  acting  and  thinlcing,  for  both  de- 
pend upon  the  same  cause,  to  wit,  the  apontaneous  or  mechanical  rising  of 
ideas  in  thought ;  for  oar  actions  constantly  follow  the  apprehensions  and 
tDotions  ocrairing  troxa  time  to  time,  which  though  they  may  be  sometimes 
called  np  by  the  understanding,  yet  arise  for  the  most  part  from  onr  cus- 
tomary trains  of  thinking :  or  if  judgment  doea  direct  to  mn  end,  the  steps 
to  be  taken  in  prosecution  of  it  must  be  suggested  by  habit,  or  the  business 
vill  not  go  on  readily  and  currently. 

This  ia  particularly  evident  in  foreign  languages,  which  how  thoroughly 
soever  a  man  may  be  skiUed  in.  he  vrill  not  be  able  to  talk  without  much 
practice,  whereas  in  our  vulgar  tongue,  if  the  subject  does  not  require 
thought,  there  wants  none  to  run  on  fluently  with  a  torrent  of  words  by 
the  hour  together,  and  sometimes  people  will  blurt  out  things  inadvertently, 
which  if  judgment  had  been  awake  it  would  have  suppressed. 

All  our  arts  and  ways  of  acting,  the  management  of  onr  limba,  and  ez- 
pertness  of  every  kind,  derives  from  habit,  nor  can  science  proceed  without 
a  peculiar  art  in  marshalling  the  thoughts  ;  the  turns  of  genius  too  and  ac- 
quired tastes  were  tnken,  I  conceive,  from  some  habitucd  bias  the  young 
imagination  had  &Uen  into  entirely,  for  else,  were  they  the  sole  gift  of  na- 
ture, why  should  fhey  be  so  various  among  mankind,  but  so  generally 
similar  in  particular  times  and  countries ;  but  all  habita  must  have  S  be- 
ginning, being  generated  by  single  acta  either  of  external  objects,  or  ex- 
ample and  aympathy,  or  of  onr  own  industry,  and  may  be  lost  again  by 
disnae.  occasioned  either  by  discontinuance  of  the  like  causes,  or  their 
working  out  different  channels. 

Since  then  habits  are  of  so  great  efficacy  to  determine  the  colour  of  our 
lives,  and  the  lost-mentioDed  only  of  the  three  causes  producing  tbem  lies 
within  our  power,  but  the  other  two  no  further  than  as  we  may  uae  that  to 
put  onraelves  within  their  influence  or  to  avoid  it,  we  shall  do  wisely  to  ap- 
ply onr  beat  akiil  and  diligence  for  encouraging  or  contracting  such  of  them 
as  may  be  salutary,  and  escaping  or  breaking  such  as  are  pernicious. 

2.  But  the  principal  habit  best  deserving  our  cultivation  is  that  ttf  indus- 
try itself,  which,  as  already  shown,  does  not  lie  so  much  in  a  continual 
laborioua  application,  as  in  a  calm,  steady  vigilance  to  act  always  with 
consciousness  or  advertency  aa  well  in  matters  of  small  as  greater  moment, 
and  with  a  consent  of  the  judgment,  whether  passed  deliberately  or  intui- 
tively, according  to  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  :  if  this  cannot  be  done 
without  strenuous  attention  it  indicates  b  deficiency  of  habit,  for  things  we 
are  well  habituated  to  we  do  easily,  with  no  strain  upon  the  mind  to  hold 
it  attentive. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  such  habit  is  not  to  be  perfectly  learned ;  I 
know  it  is  oDt,  therefore  would  not  have  it  imposed  aa  an  indispensable 
task,  for  I  am  for  making  as  little  nse  of  oMigation  as  possible,  because  in 
difficult  cases  it  oftener  diahearteus  than  stimulates  ;  but  if  the  benefits  of 
such  habit  were  contemplated,  the  desire  of  obtaining  them,  drawing  men 
to  take  all  opportunities  of  advancing,  they  might  daily  moke  some  pro- 
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grew  in  it;  <uid  moderate  efforts  continually  repeated  irill  suffice  to  worli  a 
habit  much  better  than  violent  exertions  which  can  be  mmde  only  now 
and  theo. 

This  confirma  what  I  haoe  urged  before  conceriibg  the  imprudence  of 
being  righteous  overmuch,  whi^  would  attempt  to  live  in  fervonra  of 
devotion,  or  to  shape  (be  wbde  conduct  by  the  highest  ralee  of  abstracted 
rectitude ;  for  mch  itrenuous  exertions  exhaust  the  BpitiU,  and  in  the  iu- 
tervals,  vhile  they  are  exhaasted,  things  must  be  done  inadvertently; 
wherefcve  as  attention  to  the  lights  flowing  almost  spontaneously  froia  the 
rules  of  common  prudence  or  propriety  in  tbe  ordinary  transactions  and 
intercourse  of  (be  world,  is  neceasary  to  perfect  the  balnt  of  acting  ad- 
vertently, which  we  had  begun  in  our  serious  exercises  :  for  it  is  the  more 
important  of  the  two  to  bring  the  conduct  to  follow  steadily  the  judgment 
occaning,  than  to  have  the  judgment  itself  exactly  informed. 

The  residence  of  this  habit  seems  to  be  in  the  spirilnHl  body,  wherefore 
the  acquisition  of  it  is  the  best  improvement  we  can  mske  therein :  not 
that  I  suppose  any  of  our  habits,  our  appetites,  our  expertness,  or  stores 
of  knowledge  efaaJl  remain  with  us  after  our  dissolution ;  for  since  the  ob- 
jects we  shall  have  to  convert  with,  and  fiinctions  we  shall  have  to  per- 
form are  likely  to  be  totully  different  from  the  present,  the  retcntioD  of  our 
old  ideas  or  ways  would  make  tfaem  extremely  troublesome,  and  render 
everything  strange.  For  novelty  is  different  from  etrangenees,  one  is  eu- 
gagiog,  the  other  unpleasant,  but  new  objects  are  made  strange  only  by 
some  discordance  with  old  trains.  When  children  are  first  bwn  every- 
thing must  be  new  to  them  but  nothing  strange,  until  they  beconke  hmilisr 
with  nurse  and  mamma,  and  then  they  take  violent  distaste  at  strange 

But  use  and  habit  are  well  known  to  strengthen  the  powers  emjJoyed  in 
them,  nor  do  they  fail  to  work  alterations  even  in  the  structure  of  our 
bodily  frame :  why  else  do  our  right  arms  grow  stronger,  and  the  pulses  in 
them  more  vigorous  than  the  left?  Wby  is  the  fleeh  of  the  laborious  firmer, 
and  tlieir  muscles  better  knit,  than  of  tbe  dissolute  and  effeminate,  unless 
by  tbe  efScMcy  of  exercise  to  draw  tbem  into  a  closer  contexture  ?  A  man 
that  had  leanied  to  dance,  or  been  much  practised  in  other  exercises  of 
activity,  though  by  drinking  tbe  waters  of  IiOtbe  he  should  utterly  lose 
all  his  skill  and  e;q)ertne8S,  would  nevertheless  retain  bis  strength  of  limbs 
and  sappleneas  of  joints,  and  be  able  to  learn  the  same  again,  or  other  feats 
of  dexterity,  much  quicker  than  one  who  had  ^ent  his  time  in  lompish  in- 
dolence. So  the  fiiculticB  of  the  spiritual  body,  though  to  be  employed  in 
leaning  arts  entirely  new,  yet  will  be  better  qualified  in  robustness  and 
agility  to  make  [voficiency  in  tbem  for  having  been  habituated  to  follow 
the  judgment  directing  upon  its  present  lights. 

3.  Now  the  first  direction  of  judgment  is  to  promote  the  general  interest 
of  the  UnivcTW,  with  which  obt  own  stands  ahrays  inseparably  connected,  as 
it  is  the  first  rde  in  worldly  econcNKiy  to  take  care  of  the  maiti  chance  ;  but 
since  we  know  not  how  to  do  this  for  want  of  discernment  to  see  in  what 
]iaiticulan  the  great  general  interest  may  be  affected,  we  must  take  guidance 
from  the  interests  of  our  fellow-crefttaree  with  whom  we  have  avisible  con- 
nectioo  ;  for  those  ore  tbe  marks  which  God  has  given  us  whereby  to  know 
his  Will,  and  what  coureeB  help  to  curry  on  liia  great  design,  the  good  of 
tbe  creation.  Therefore  it  1)elioves  us  to  provide  ourselves  with  such  habits 
as  will  render  us  expert  in  wiiraoling  the  benifil  or  enjoyments  of  mankind 
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wbetlwr  in  mind,  bod^,  or  externals,  and  of  ounelvee  as  being  iDclnded  in 

the  number. 

Hie  principal  of  those  are  futh,  and  hope,  and  cbaiity,  prudence  or  the 
faculty  of  taking  eqnal  concern  in  the  fiitare  with  the  present,  endnrance  of 
pain,  trouble,  and  disappointment,  compoanre  in.  danger,  eelf-command  in 
joy,  moderation  in  pleasure,  equitablenesa  or  the  capacity  of  judging  in  an- 
other's case  a#  we  wonld  in  our  own,  activity  of  spirit,  cheerfiilneeB  of  dispo- 
sition, evenness  of  temper,  unpassive  compliance,  readiness  to  please,  and 
easiness  to  be  pleased,  and  all  the  other  virtues  that  contribute  to  the  solid 
good,  or  innocent  entertainment  of  life ;  which  ore  not  virtnes  nntil  grown 
into  habits  urging  spontaneously  to  action  without  needing  to  dive  for  the 
reasons  whereon  they  were  grounded,  and  rendering  the  exercises  of  thetn 

For  ease  and  pleasure,  as  I  have  often  said  before,  are  the  proper  aims  of 
punuit,  but  then  it  is  that  ease  which  is  the  offspring  of  expertness,  not  of 
laziness,  and  that  pleasure  which  has  the  sanction  of  Judgment.  The  wise 
and  the  foolish  follow  pleasure,  though  in  different  ways,  for  since  it  is  not 
to  be  had  without  some  trouble,  the  one  chooses  to  make  his  payments  be- 
forehand, to  take  pains  for  securing  hitnself  greater  ease  and  enjoyment, 
like  a  good  economist  who,  going  to  market  with  ready  money,  buys  at  the 
beet  hand  and  has  his  provisions  the  cheaper ;  whereas  the  giddy  spendthrift 
who  takes  them  up  upon  tick,  never  thinking  of  payment  till  sued  for  it, 
always  gives  more  than  they  are  worth,  and  is  loaded  with  a  bill  of  costs 
beside,  'niis  ease  then  which  f  ows  from  habit  it  is  both  our  praise  and  our 
interest  to  desire,  and  consequently  to  cultivate  the  habits  that  will 
procure  it. 

Religious  habits  are  beat  acquired  by  the  practice  of  religious  exercises, 
by  meditatioD,  by  occasional  reflections  as  lliere  is  room  for  them,  by  the 
performance  of  good  works,  and  by  tracing  our  references  to  such  as  are  Dot 
usually  styled  good ;  and  as  it  will  be  very  easy  to  see  the  relation  those 
other  sodal  and  self-solacing  virtues  bear  to  our  grand  intention  of  glorify- 
ing God,  by  contributing  to  the  happiness  of  his  creatures,  while  we  keep 
this  relation  in  mind  we  shall  strengthen  our  higher  virtues  in  the  very  act 
of  improving  the  lower ;  which  are  likewise  to  be  cultivated  by  the  same 
methods  of  reflection  npon  the  benefits  of  them,  and  assiduity  in  the  exer- 
dses  of  them.  For  assiduity  will  do  more  towards  gaining  a  habit  than 
labour  and  eagerness ;  the  latter  may  be  necessary  in  cases  of  difficulty  to 
make  a  beginning,  but  the  fbnner  must  perfect  it,  as  the  spade  and  pickaxe 
may  be  serviceable  to  level  hUlocks  in  the  road,  but  it  is  the  continual  beat- 
ing that  lays  it  smooth  and  even. 

I  do  not  deny  that  what  strikes  a  strong  impression  npon  the  mind  may 
possibly  give  it  a  holding  turn  that  shall  continne  ever  afterwards,  as  a  dis- 
torted limb  is  sometimes  set  to  rights  by  a  violent  stretch ;  and  so  a  death- 
bed repentance  may  have  the  like  effect  upon  the  spiritual  body  as  an  habi- 
tual hohnesB,  by  forcing  the  joints  of  it  into  a  suppleness  that  is  ordinarily 
the  produce  of  frequent  apphcations :  but  it  is  very  hazardous  making  such 
experiments,  and  therefore  much  safer  to  enter  npon  storing  provision  of 
salutary  habits  while  we  have  time  before  ns  for  a  gradual  progress. 

And  that  we  may  he  able  to  make  the  best  use  of  our  time,  it  will  be 
advisable  to  stand  always  upon  the  watch  for  opportunitiea  of  exercising 
them ;  for  by  accostoming  oarselvcs  so  to  do,  we  shall  fell  into  another  ha- 
bit iatrodnctive  of  all  the  rest,  I  mean,  that  of  goickneM  in  discerning  our 
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BilTantagei  with  their  particular  hks.  and  of  ease  and  readbess  in  applying 
th6m  thereto.  We  may  likewise  take  the  benefit  of  example  and  sympathy 
from  die  persons  we  converse  amongst ;  instead  of  criticising  their  dress, 
their  feces,  or  their  faults,  we  may  observe  nhat  good  habits  they  have, 
and  their  manner  of  proceeding  in  them,  in  order  both  to  improve  our 
judgment,  and  stimulate  our  industry  in  catching  whatever  is  valuable 
from  them ;  for  this  is  on  allowable  theft,  because  it  enriches  the  taker 
without  endamaging  the  owner. 

4.  There  is  no  living  in  the  world  without  felling  into  habits,  the  world 
itself  draws  us  into  them  insensibly  by  the  objects  it  presents,  and  the  wars 
of  men  bustling  about  in  it,  our  natoral  wants  and  appetites,  and  the  activity 
of  onr  imagination,  ever  restleas  without  something  to  engage  the  notice, 
lead  us  into  them  :  many  nseful  and  necessary  habits  are  gained  this  way ; 
the  idioms  of  speech,  the  management  of  our  limbs,  the  common  forms  and 
modes  of  behaviour,  moet  of  our  tastes  aod  inclinations ;  and  the  compo- 
sititms.  associations,  or  trains  of  ideas  whereon  knowledge  and  judgment 
depend,  are  but  their  customary  onitdng  together  in  assemblages,  or  follow- 
ing successively  in  habitual  tracks. 

Since  then  we  must  have  some  habits  or  other,  and  they  frequently  grow 
awry  to  our  great  inconvenience  and  damage,  it  will  be  necessary  to  gnard  ' 
against  evil  habits,  as  well  as  to  cultivate  the  good  ones ;  for  there  is  much 
less  trouble  in  preventing  than  remedying  a  mischief,  as  it  is  eajuer  to  pick 
out  weeds  on  their  first  sprouting,  than  af^er  they  have  shot  their  cloiteia  of 
roots  deep  into  the  ground :  therefore  this  ought  to  be  made  a  principal  part 
of  our  self-examinations,  to  observe  what  unlucky  cnstoms  are  growing  upon 
lu,  and  to  break  them  before  they  become  invetemte. 

Pteasures,  as  well  as  toils  and  difficulties,  become  indifferent  by  growing 
halntnal,  for  the  one  lose  their  relish  and  the  other  tbeir  irksomeuess.  He 
man  who  goes  to  plough  every  day,  and  he  that  dradges  at  cards  every 
day,  pass  their  time  much  in  the  same  degree  of  satisfection,  which 
amounts  to  no  more  than  a  state  of  ease ;  but  there  ia  this  very  mate- 
rial difierence  between  them,  if  you  give  the  labourer  a  holiday,  he  throws 
away  his  tsfJde  with  joy,  if  yoa  debar  the  man  of  pleasure  from  tus  customary 
aroaaements.  he  sits  upon  thorns  till  he  can  return  to  them  again.  This  we 
may  see  exemplified  every  Sunday,  which  proves  a  day  of  recreation  to  the 
one,  but  a  lamentable  burden  to  the  other,  under  the  weight  of  which  he 
does  not  know  what  to  do  with  himself,  unless  by  the  two  potent  arguments, 
a  laogh  and  an  exclamation,  he  can  prove  there  is  no  barm  in  pl&yiag  at 
cards  on  Snndays  too ;  therefore,  if  there  were  no  other  use  in  the  olMer* 
ration  of  that  day,  there  would  be  this,  that  it  serves  to  break  into  our 
habits,  thereby  preventing  them  from  gaining  so  entire  an  ascendant  over 
ns,  that  we  can  never  Uve  at  rest  without  them. 

For  diversions,  which  were  at  first  the  object  of  genuine  desire,  by  too 
frequent  indulgence  cormpt  into  wants,  they  then  cease  to  delight  when 
we  have  them,  but  only  make  us  uneasy  when  we  have  them  not :  so  they 
cheat  mankind  into  a  felse  estimation  of  their  value  by  the  eagerness  per- 
ceived in  the  pursuit ;  but  men  will  bestir  themselves  to  escape  uneasineeB 
as  eagerly  as  to  hunt  after  enjoyment.  Therefore  those  are  the  safer  and 
more  profitable  h^its,  which  inure  ns  to  labour,  trouble,  and  difficulty  b 
the  prosecution  of  onr  genuine  desires,  for  they  are  not  Ukely  to  get  the 
mastery  over  us,  nor  become  necessary  to  our  peace,  but  only  remove  the 
impediment  of  irksomeness  lying  in  the  way,  bring  us  into  greater  expert- 
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ncBs,  and  leave  the  tboogbtB  more  at  teieure  to  contrive  measurcfl  for  ac- 
complishing oar  devigoe. 

6.  As  there  are  habits  of  acting  so  there  are  likewise  those  of  appre- 
hending, judging,  and  thinliing ;  the  former  indeed  proceed  from  the  latter, 
for  wtuit  the  mind  affects  strongly,  the  hand  will  be  ready  to  execute ;  but 
tfacie  are  some  customary  tnins  the  ideas  are  thrown  into  by  objects  oc- 
cuTiiog,  and  others  they  ran  in  spontaneonily  without  any  thing  external 
to  occasion  their  motions.  Those  which  lie  in  the  reflection  are  hardest 
to  be  guarded  against  or  to  be  cured,  for  imagination  can  rove  upon  her 
own  fimd,  without  needing  any  foreign  materials  to  employ  bs- ;  her  wan- 
derings lie  under  no  control  of  other  persons,  becatiae  they  cannot  be 
known  by  them,  they  do  not  break  forth  in  ontward  acts  by  which  our 
senses  might  take  alarm,  so  we  practise  them  without  knowing  of  it ;  tbey 
creep  upon  ns  insensibly,  we  think  only  to  indulge  a  momentary  pleasure 
till  by  frequent  repetitions  it  grows  into  a  habit  rendering  us  incapable  ot 
entertaining  any  other  sabject  whenever  the  hnmour  sets  in  for  that.  It 
is  this  way  tint  vanity  strikes  its  fibrous  roots,  that  pride,  ambition, 
covetoosness,  romantic  schemes  of  pleasure  and  ruinous  projects  take  eo 
atrong  hold  upon  us;  this  foments  revenge,  and  produces  the  delirious 
fondness  of  love.  For  there  seems  no  harm  in  imagining  things  to  be  aa 
we  vrish,  it  is  an  umocent  amusement ;  and  eo  indeed  it  woold  be,  were 
the  matter  to  end  there ;  but  when  indulged  till  it  creates  a  want,  till  we 
cannot  be  easy  without  it,  nor  content  with  any  other  amusement,  it  then 
becomes  highly  nocent,  not  terminating  with  our  own  disquiet  and  tor- 
ment, but  sooner  or  later  breaking  into  extravagant  and  pernicious  actione. 

Therefore  it  bebovea  us  to  watch  over  our  ima^nation,  and  as  soon  as 
we  pes^ve  any  such  trains  beginning  to  form  there,  to  break  them  off 
before  they  grow  into  inveterate  habits,  by  refiising  ourselves  that  innocent 
amusement  which  would  rivet  them  deeper :  or  if  they  have  already  taken 
bold,  to  loosen  it  as  ^t  as  ptMsible,  by  avoiding  such  objects  as  are  likdy 
to  foment  them,  and  occupying  onr  thoughts  some  other  way.  Any 
bouness,  diversion,  or  amusement  that  can  keep  the  attention  engaged 
elsewhere,  is  allowable  in  a  case  of  this  importance :  for  liberty  is  the 
perfection  aitd  h^tpiness  of  man,  and  liberty  of  mind  more  so  than  that  of 
body ;  but  we  shaU  never  be  freemen,  until  we  can  turn  our  thoughts  as 
well  as  our  hand  which  way  we  please  without  reloctauce,  difficulty,  or 
obstacle. 

6.  But  there  are  habits  contrarted  by  bad  example  or  bad  management, 
before  we  have  judgment  to  discern  their  approaches,  or  beoaose  the  ey« 
of  reason  ia  laid  aaleep,  or  has  not  compass  of  view  EuScient  to  look  aromid  . 
on  every  quarter.  The  world  on  all  sides  aieiats  the  covert  woridngs  of 
vanity,  entices  into  selfishness,  indolence,  and  various  kinds  of  [deasarea  : 
■ompany  sometimes  draws  unwarily  into  habits  of  drinking,  swearing, 
over-ddicacy,  and  dissipation.  There  are  hatnts  of  misappr^ension  and 
miqudging  common  among  all  d^recs  of  men ;  fretfulnesa,  industrious  to 
seek  or  even  feign  and  chew  upon  matter  that  may  nourish  it ;  csjitiousneaa 
ingenious  in  perverting  the  meaning  of  words ;  partiality  warping  every- 
thing to  its  own  pnrpcM ;  censorionsnesB  unable  to  discern  a  br^ht  part  in 
chaiacten;  self-conceit  averse  to  discern  the  real  motives  of  acting; 
melanchcJy  augurating  always  for  the  worst;  besides  many  more,  some  of 
which  I  am  afraid  every  man  msy  6nd  lurking  in  his  own  breast,  if  he 
will  bat  look  narrowly  enough. 
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Id  bQ  these  cases  there  is  not  a  want  of  sagacity  nor  informktiou  to 
jadge  better,  but  the  coitomaiy  turn  of  imagination  will  admit  no  ray  of 
Ught  bat  snch  as  coincides  vrith  it.  Therefore  where  we  are  too  late  for 
prevention,  we  must  be  the  more  diligent  in  applying  a  cure,  which  ia 
effected  not  only  by  a  resolute  restraint,  bat  leas  painfully  and  perhaps  more 
■occesBfiilly,  by  stirring  np  some  de«re  whidi  may  draw  us  off  from  our 
cnstomary  ways ;  espe^ally  where  the  fault  lies  in  the  imagination,  for  '4 
you  resolve  to  bear  in  mind  that  yon  will  not  think  of  such  a  particular 
thing,  yon  make  it  the  object  of  yonr  reflection  by  so  doing :  therefore  it  is 
better,  seek  for  other  things  yon  will  resolve  to  think  of,  for  then  of  course 
yon  will  keep  clear  from  that  you  would  avoid. 

But  we  most  not  desist  from  the  application  too  aoon,  for  though  habit 
has  not  the  force  of  passion,  it  is  more  tough  and  stabbom ;  when  you 
think  yon  have  quite  weakened  its  spring,  it  will  recoil  again  with  wonted 
vigour :  like  air  kept  condensed  between  two  brazen  hemispheres,  which 
will  not  expand  at  first  upon  giving  it  vent,  but  very  soon  recovers  aU  its 
former  elasticity.  The  keeping  our  habits  in  order  nay  serve  for  a  good 
school  of  self-denial,  wherein  the  lessons  are  easier  than  those  of  bearing 
pain,  sickness,  losses,  hardships,  and  labours,  besides  that  we  but  rarely 
have  calls  to  those  arduons  exercises. 

And  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  pious  women,  instead  of  humiliations 
and  aelf-afflictings,  would  set  themselves  in  good  earnest  to  pass  a  day 
without  any  motions  of  fretfulness,  peevishness,  censorioasDees,  dilatorineas 
in  the  business  of  their  fomilies,  forebodings  of  mischief,  lamentations  upon 
the  wicked  world,  or  other  infirmity  that  does  so  earaly  beset  them,  it 
would  prove  a  more  acceptable  sacrifice,  and  a  more  profitable  service. 

But  good  habits  will  want  rectifying  sometimes  as  well  as  bad  ones,  for 
without  warping  into  a  wrong  bias  they  may  become  improper  by  a  chang* 
of  circamstwces,  like  children's  clothes  ont-grown  before  they  are  worn 
ont.  The  man  rednced  from  affluence  by  tosses,  mnst  take  up  other 
thoughti  and  other  measnres  than  be  was  used  to  before :  the  attention  to 
small  profits  and  parsimony  habitual  to  the  trader  must  be  thrown  aside 
when  by  his  elder  brother's  death  he  comes  into  possession  of  the  fox 
homids,  and  the  tubs  of  election  ale.  Hie  same  ways  are  not  suitable  to 
the  boy,  the  youth,  and  the  old  man,  the  new  convert  and  the  well-exer- 
nsed  in  Religion,  the  learner,  and  the  proficient  in  any  art  or  science. 
Scarce  a  year  passes  but  new  connections,  new  engagements  or  accidents 
call  upon  ns  to  depart  from  some  of  our  former  customs,  and  inure  our- 
selves to  new  ones.  Hierefore  we  must  always  be  learning,  and  always 
shaping  our  couises  according  to  the  several  windings  in  our  line  of  life  i 
for  it  is  a  miseraUe  thing  for  a  man  to  have  no  employment  for  his 
thoughts,  unless  in  hankering  after  practices  that  were  reasonable  for  biiD 
aforetime  though  now  become  nnfeasible  and  unsuitable. 


CHAP.  XXXII. 

CREDULITY  AND  INCREDULITY. 

r  loiN  these  two  because  they  generally  go  together,  one  being  a  conse- 
quence  t^  the  other ;  for  tt  is  the  strong  attachment  to  particular  pefBous 
that  makes  men  KVtne  against  hearkening  to  others,  and  less  attentive  to 
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mind  what  ia  said,  than  who  uid  it.  Natnre  made  ua  extremely  credulous 
in  our  infancy  until  the  caations  learned  from  oar  parents  and  tutors  have 
armed  us  with  an  inflexibility  to  whatever  contradicts  the  principles  imbibed 
from  them,  or  if  we  become  refractory  to  parents  and  tutma  it  is  commonly 
owing  to  the  suggestions  of  some  seducer,  to  which  we  have  given  an  easy 
reception :  tbos  in  both  cases  we  disr^ard  one  person,  only  becanM  a&otber 
baa  gained  our  entire  confidence. 

But  the  terms  of  my  present  enbject  do  not  relate  solely  to  the  credit 
found  with  as  by  other  persons,  they  extend  likewise  to  all  kinds  of  evidence 
presenting  to  the  thought  which  are  made  to  lose  their  jnst  Weight  by  the 
fondness  we  have  for  whatever  they  tend  to  invalidate  :  BO  that  we  become 
incredalooa  upon  some  points  by  being  too  credulous  of  others,  for  the  same 
prejudice  that  draws  down  one  scale  mnst  necessarily  raise  up  the  other. 
This  truth  stands  exemplified  in  persona  of  all  denominations :  the  bigot 
and  the  free-thinker,  the  orthodox  and  the  sectary,  the  conrtier  and  the 
patriot,  the  lover,  the  projector,  and  the  schemist  will  receive  whatever 
favours  their  homour  upon  the  slightest  evidence,  and  rgect  whatever 
thwarts  it  though  coming  with  the  Etrongeat. 

For  there  are  (Jiree  causes  of  the  errors  we  commit,  one  the  want  of  suf- 
Gdeat  lights  to  inform  our  judgment  or  of  sagacity  to  discern  them :  this 
may  draw  us  into  some  present  inconveniences,  but  cannot  affect  onr  main 
concern ;  the  errors  will  be  mere  errors  without  carrying  anything  blame- 
able  in  them ;  they  may  excite  pity  or  perhaps  a  smile,  but  can  draw 
censnre  from  none,  except  those  whose  censure  we  may  justly  despise. 
Another  is  the  want  of  rescJution  to  execute  what  our  judgment  clearly 
discerns  to  be  right :  this  is  only  to  be  excused  by  the  imbec^ty  of  human 
nature,  and  where  such  excose  cannot  be  pleaded,  is  indeed  a  fiital  error 
which  we  must  strive  to  rectify  by  the  exercises  of  self-denial  and  vigilance 
before  recommended.  The  third  is  on  unlucky  custom  we  &11  into  of  blind- 
ing the  judgment  by  shutting  oat  some  of  the  lights  that  would  flow  in 
upon  it,  and  magnifying  others  with  the  glass  of  eagerness  to  contemplate 
them :  this  though  a  fault  of  the  Will  is  such  a  one  as  no  man  stands 
totally  exempt  from,  for  it  proceeds  often  from  secret  motives  which  we 
are  not  aware  of,  nor  is  it  easy  to  know  when  we  ought  to  give  our  assent 
and  when  to  withhold  it,  or  when  the  scale  hitches  in  the  briers  of  prejudice ; 
therefore  it  behoves  ns  to  be  very  attentive  in  looking  about  for  such  impe> 
diments,  and  careful  to  loosen  them  when  discovered. 

But  it  will  be  asked  to  what  purpose  we  are  exhorted  to  give,  or  with' 
bold  oar  assent?  is  not  assent  involuntary,  the  act  of  the  otijects  before  us,  not 
of  the  mind  ?  can  any  man  with  all  his  efforts  dissent  from  the  truth  that 
two  and  two  make  four,  or  assent  to  their  making  five  ?  All  this  is  very 
true;  nevertheless,  though  we  cannot  command  assent,  we  may  many 
times  command  the  means  that  will  inAUhbly  worit  it :  as  a  man  cannot 
help  reading  the  page  he  looks  upon,  nor  see  things  otherwise  than  are  there 
contained,  yet  he  may  shut  the  book  or  torn  to  any  other  page  he  pleases, 
and  so  choose  what  he  shall  see,  although  he  be  purely  passive  in  the  &culty 
of  vision. 

2.  Assent  belongs  to  propositions,  and  is  an  additional  perception  over 
and  above  those  of  the  terms  contained  in  them,  commonly  railed  an  opinion 
or  judgment ;  for  though  Thomas  be  taller  than  John,  they  may  both  stand 
before  me,  and  I  may  have  a  foil  view  of  their  persons,  yet  without  ob- 
serving which  of  them  is  the  taller,  that  is,  witbont  frmuing  any  mental 
proposition  concerning  their  height  to  which  I  may  assent.     And  among 
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th6  olqects  we  aredailj  convenant  with,  there  are  a  thousand  jndgmenta 
might  be  passed  upon  Aem  which  never  come  into  onr  heads,  nor  indeed  i» 
it  pouible  they  should  all  find  room  there  :  therdbre  besides  the  power  we 
have  by  our  hands,  our  eyes,  or  onr  nieinory,  to  bring  objects  before  us, 
we  have  likewise  a  choice  of  what  propoeitions  we  shall  form  out  of  the  ma- 
terials in  oar  reflection. 

But  our  present  rahject  stands  concerned  with  such  propositions  only  as 
occur  spontaneonsly  to  onr  thoughts,  or  are  suggested  by  otfacr  persons; 
yet  even  here  we  have  a  choice  in  what  manner  we  shall  receive  them, 
whereon  the  assent  tbey  shall  gain  very  frequently  depends.  For  except  in 
things  very  &mdiar  to  onr  acquaintMice,  where  the  judgment  has  been 
joined  in  association  with  the  terms,  it  does  not  rise  immediately  upon  in- 
spection, but  they  most  be  held  in  contemplation  some  little  time  before  it 
will  follow :  and  as  onr  ideas  flactoate  for  a  while  both  in  strength  and 
colours,  the  determination  will  be  very  difierent  according  as  taken  from 
them  in  their  highest  or  their  lowest  state.  Therefore  in  all  argument*, 
whether  occurring  to  the  thought  or  kiggested  by  another,  a  man  must  aid 
himself  to  come  at  the  decision,  by  givwg  tbem  a  due  consideration  and 
waiting  till  the  fluctuation  ends. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  herein  is  what  I  take  to  be  understood  by 
giving  or  withholding  assent,  which  is  done  hastily  or  birly  according  as 
yon  strive  to  fix  a  colour,  while  they  are  transient,  or  stay  till  they  fix  of 
thenwelves ;  for  you  neither  can  nor  ought  to  give  any  other  assent,  than 
that  which  resulte  naturally  frcun  the  colour*  of  yoar  ideas.  But  the  colour 
of  our  ideas  is  often  afiected  by  the  mixture  of  others  standing  in  company 
vrith  them ;  therefore  if  you  hold  one  set  in  your  thoughts  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others,  they  may  hAve  a  very  different  aspect  Arom  what  they  would, 
had  yon  given  thoee  others  admittance. 

Thm  assent  may  be  wrongfully  given  or  withheld  two  ways,  either  by  a 
partial  choice  of  the  objects  yon  will  contemplate,  or  by  fixing  your  judg- 
ment upon  them  at  some  particular  moment  during  Uieir  fluctuation  of 
colour ;  as  a  witness  deposing  positively  to  a  fact  will  be  credited  if  you 
refuse  to  hear  other  testimony  by  the  weight  of  which  he  may  be  overborne, 
or  may  appear  to  prove  a  point  if  yon  stop  him  short  as  soon  as  he  has  re- 
lated Uie  circamstances  tending  to  confirm  it,  without  suffering  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  rest  of  his  evidence,  which  might  make  the  contrary  manifest. 

This  is  innocently  practised  every  day  in  that  temporary  persuasion  we 
assume  in  reading  a  poem,  a  fable,  or  anovel,  where  we  imagine  incidents  to 
be  tme  while  going  on  with  the  story,  bat  whenever  admitting  our  old 
ideas  to  return  again  into  view,  we  presently  know  the  whole  to  be  a  fiction. 
Hie  nme  is  done  in  following  the  rule  laid  down  by  Tully  for  an  Orator, 
tiiat  he  should  make  his  client's  case  his  own :  and  that  prescribed  by  Ho- 
race to  such  as  would  touch  the  passions,  which  be  says  Uiey  cannot  do 
without  putting  on  the  very  sentiments  Uiey  would  inspire.  So  likewise 
in  Mndy  and  ddiberation  it  is  often  nsefiil  to  imagine  things  for  a  white 
otherwise  than  they  really  are,  for  a  &lse  mq>pOBition  may  let  in  lights  for 
onr  better  discernment  of  the  truth. 

Yet  there  is  some  limitation  to  this  power  of  temporary  persuasion,  for 
thongh  one  may  imagine  Fortunatna  to  possess  a  purse  in  which  he  shall 
always  find  ten  guineas  immediately  after  he  has  emptied  it,  yet  we  could 
not  imagine  him  endued  with  a  &cnlty  of  making  twice  ten  guineas  to  be 
a  hundred,  or  any  other  number  he  should  want ;  and  though  we  might  ttaay 
a  Fairy  causing  a  house  to  rise  atonoeont  of  the  ground  with  a  stroke!^  her 
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■nsad,  or  contract  Panl'a  church  to  the  size  of  a  pea,  yet  whik  cootinitb^ 
in  ita  own  dimennons  we  coold  never  conceive  her  eDcloaiag  it  within  a 
nutshell  t  which  showe  that  we  cannot  create  a  new  colour  in  our  ideas  or 
our  appearances,  but  can  onlj  catch  such  as  they  take  in  their  fluctuatioua 
by  some  similitude  with  things  we  have  seen. 

Therefore  poetry,  whose  province  lies  chiefly  in  fiction,  nevertheless  is 
restrained  to  probabilities,  that  is  such  things  as  imagination  can  suppose  to 
be  real :  and  for  the  same  reason  as  we  grow  up  we  become  less  and  less 
delighted  with  extravagant  tales,  because  to  children  the  common  woHts  of 
men  appear  conjuration  and  miracle,  so  that  the  marvellous  and  the  preter- 
natural  is  nothing  strange  to  them,  for  they  can  always  find  soroethiag 
similar  in  their  apprehension  smongthe  things  they  have  se«n. 

3.  Ity  frequently  supposing  things  tmewe  may  bring  ourselves  to  believe 
them  tme,  the  temporary  persuasion  settling  into  a  fixed  one.  This  happens 
not  so  often  in  taffU  supposed  already  past,  as  in  the  expectation  of  Nmilar 
events  likely  to  fall  out  in  the  world.  For  though  the  probability  of  ind- 
dcnts  required  in  fiction  be  no  more  dian  a  possibility,  yet  it  implies  a  pos- 
sibility that  the  Uke  may  happen  again,  which  being  continnally  fed  upon 
in  the  imagination,  will  turn  into  a  high  degree  of  probability. 

Hence  springs  the  mischief  done  to  such  as  are  much  conversant  in 
plays  or  novels,  for  having  perpetually  filled  their  head  with  ideas  of  Stre- 
phons  and  Fhillises,  they  expect  to  find  a  faithfiil  nymph  or  swain  in  what* 
ever  their  fancy  sets  upon ;  the  charming  creature  whose  beauteous  form  or 
engaging  prattle  strikes  irresistibly  must  needs  be  possessed  of  all  valu- 
able perfections  ;  the  discovery  of  a  i^ince  stolen  away  in  his  cradle,  or  the 
sudden  death  of  a  rich  uncle,  or  some  extraordinary  chance  that  has  hap- 
pened in  the  world  before,  and  so  may  happen  again,  may  reconcile  parente, 
set  all  to  rights,  and  prove  they  have  made  a  lucky  choice,  whidi  will  do 
full  as  well  as  if  they  had  made  a  wise  one. 

Hence  likewise  the  spirit  of  gaming,  for  luck  may  run  on  one  side  for  a 
month  together,  and  if  it  may  wby  should  it  not?  hence  the  fury  of  lot- 
teries, for  though  the  possibility  of  each  ticket  getting  the  great  prize  be  no 
more  than  one  in  sixty  thousand,  yet  by  continual  ruminating  upon  this 
little  shrimp  of  a  possibility,  it  is  commonly  swelled  into  a  probability  to 
be  depended  upon  so  far  as  to  lay  schemes  for  disposing  of  the  produce. 

For  the  most  part  we  are  led  to  dwell  upon  suppositions  by  tlie  plea- 
sure they  give  the  imagination  ;  therefore  it  is  a  common  observation,  that 
men  easily  believe  what  they  wish  to  be  true,  for  they  first  suppose  it  to 
be  tme  as  matter  of  enterteinment.  until  by  frequency  of  supposal  it  grows 
into  a  persuasion :  for  we  can  very  seldom  trace  our  judgments  up  to 
their  first  principles,  therefore  the  character  of  truth  they  have  used  to  bear 
in  our  thoughts  is  an  evidence  of  their  being  true,  and  it  is  not  easy  to 
remember  whether  such  character  was  affixed  by  a  continual  amusing 
supposition,  or  by  solid  conviction.  In  some  tempers  imagination  takes 
die  contrary  turn,  they  ruminate  constantly  upon  the  things  they  dread, 
and  always  suppose  the  worst  that  may  happen ;  this  practice  not  only 
increases  evils  by  drawing  up  their  strongest  colonrs,  but  likewise  magnifies 
chances,  raising  a  bare  possibility  into  an  imminent  danger.  Where  either 
of  these  habits  have  been  contracted,  it  is  the  hardest  matter  in  the  world 
to  admit  a  supposal  that  does  not  tally  with  them ;  the  sanguine  man  can 
scarce  fbrra  an  tntagination  of  anything  that  may  cross  his  desires,  nor  the 
melaucholy  man  of  anything  tiuA  can  give  him  comfort. 

But  this  stilTness  of  the  foculty  is  a  main  obstacle  against  our  following 
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the  golden  lole,  wberein  we  moat  be  aided  by  a  readinew  of  ntppoaing  our- 
eelves  in  the  ooaditioii  and  circnnistaiiceB  of  another  :  it  contracta  our  no- 
tlona  by  rendenng  na  inc^wble  of  entering  for  a  moment  into  othera  of 
a  difierent  kindi  it  makea  even'thing  strange  and  abaurd  that  we  were 
not  fomillariy  acquainted  with  before ;  and  it  retards  onr  reaaoning,  which 
cannot  effectually  go  on  without  giving  opposite  aentiments  their  turn  to 
poasesa  onr  Imagination  aingly,  until  they  come  to  their  full  oolonr  before 
we  set  them  in  comparison  with  their  antagODiBta. 

Therefore  it  ia  a  very  valuable  art,  hard  to  be  learned  but  wdl  worth  the 
paina  of  acquiring,  to  auapend  onr  deairea,  our  preposieuiona,  onr  curto- 
roary  trains  and  former  judgments  for  so  long  as  ia  requisite,  and  be  able  to 
fix  our  attention  upon  things  the  most  opposite  to  them  i  for  without  this 
we  shall  never  attain  a  perfect  impartiality  nor  true  freedom  of  thoo^t,  and 
if  we  could  accomplish  Uiis,  though  we  might  still  remain  liable  to  involnn- 
tary  mistakes,  we  should  never  more  pass  a  faulty  judgment.  However,  aa 
Huch  entire  command  over  imagination  ia  not  to  be  gained,  it  behoves  as  to 
be  constantly  Buspidons  of  incUnation  and  prejudice,  to  observe  which  way 
they  draw,  to  make  allowances  for  their  attraction,  and  even  to  stirnpapar* 
tiality  against  them  which  may  suffice  to  counterbalance  their  weight. 

4.  But  it  may  be  asked,  is  there  not  a  presumption  in  &vonr  of  old 
opinions?  This  I  never  have  denied,  nor  would  have  them  called  in  ques- 
tion npon  every  slight  objectioa  snggeated,  nor  even  cast  aside  when  que»- 
tioned,  unless  the  opposite  weights  visibly  preponderate ;  for  while  the 
tolance  hanga  even,  or  keepe  nodding  to  and  fro,  the  presumption  ought 
stiU  to  prevail.  I  do  not  pretend  to  lay  down  role*  for  directmg  when  an 
ezaroination  ooght  to  be  entered  npon,  which  perhapa  might  be  impoastble, 
at  least  is  past  my  skill,  therefore  muat  be  left  to  everv  man's  discretion : 
I  only  say  that  when  he  does  think  fit  to  enter  upon  it,  he  cannot  keep 
his  ima^nation  too  open  for  receiving  every  consideration  his  own  sa- 
gacity or  that  of  another  person  can  suggest,  and  givibg  them  room  to  ex- 
pand with  all  the  colours  they  are  capable  of  exhibiting.  During  this  ope- 
ration the  former  judgments  ought  oaly  to  suspend  their  action,  but  not  to 
lose  their  vigour,  which  will  be  wanted  when  they  come  to  be  called  to 
mind  again  in  order  to  make  a  fair  eomparison  between  them  and  their  op- 
ponents. 

For  there  is  a  defect  in  the  bcolty  when  it  cannot  distinguish  between  a 
supposition  made  to  be  examined  into,  and  an  approved  truth,  nor  estimate 
the  strength  of  opposite  evidences  confronted  together  in  their  full  coloars, 
nor  can  give  fair  play  to  one  without  its  quite  obscuring  the  other.  Pcr- 
■ons  who  labour  under  this  infirmity  are  perpetually  wavering;  they  have 
a  hundred  different  opinions  in  a  minute,  or  rather  never  have  any  opinion 
at  all,  but  wander  in  a  labyrinth  of  donbts  without  ever  coming  to  a  deter- 
mination that  they  can  confide  in. 

But  some  confidence  in  our  judgment  is  absolutely  necessary  in  time  of 
action,  for  else  it  will  be  of  no  nse  to  as,  nor  shall  we  ever  proceed  steadily 
and  vigorously  to  complete  any  design  :  and  in  seasons  of  deUbemtion  it 
ought  not  to  be  parted  with  during  tite  time  of  deliberating,  nor  until  some 
decbion  be  maturely  formed  upon  which  we  may  place  the  like  confidence. 
For  if  a  En^;C8tion  occurs  that  the  measures  I  have  resolved  npon  may  be 
wrong,  I  shall  still  presume  them  right  nntil  fiilly  satisfied  of  the  contivy ; 
and  if  the  business  requu-es  immediate  dispatch  ao  that  there  is  not  time  for 
obtaining  such  satisfaction,  I  shaU  pursue  them  without  heeding  the  sug- 
gestion. 
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Nor  is  it  needful  the  judgment  should  be  foanded  on  demonstratioD  to 
deserve  our  confidence,  for  this  is  very  rarely  to  be  fonnd  by  the  human  on- 
dentanding  upon  matters  of  greatest  importance  in  prudence  and  prac- 
tice :  tberefore  it  is  expedient  to  study  the  ait  of  jnd^ng  accoralely  apon 
prc^Mibilitira,  which  where  they  can  be  clearly  discerned,  are  a  simcient 
groond  for  confidence  to  remain  with  them,  until  new  lights  break  in  or 
circumHtances  alter,  whereon  a  new  judgment  may  be  formed  with  the  like 
accuracy.  'It  is  the  vain  expectation  of  absolute  certainty  that  keeps  men 
continnally  wavering  and  irresolute,  for  being  afraid  of  trusting  to  anything 
that  has  not  such  certainty,  and  bang  able  to  find  it  nowhere,  they  livein 
a  roond  of  doubts  withont  settling  npon  any  one  point :  but  some  conrage 
as  well  as  cantion  is  requisite  to  secnre  a  freedom  of  thought,  and  open  a 
passage  to  proficiency  in  any  science. 

But  yon  must  not  always  take  people  at  their  word  when  they  talk  much 
of  doubting,  for  this  language  ia  often  used  as  a  civiller  way  of  contra- 
dicting than  telling  yon  bluntly  that  you  ore  in  an  error,  which  they  would 
be  ready  enough  to  do  if  they  were  not  a&aid  of  putting  yon  oat  of  hnmoor. 
If  yon  observe  thoM  people  who  pretend  to  be  fullest  of  doubts  yon  will 
find  them  most  fond  of  that  positive  phrase,  I  will  venture  to  say,  and  they 
employ  both  expressions  with  equal  propriety,  for  as  they  never  doubt  of  a 
thing  withont  being  perfectly  sure  it  is  false,  so  they  never  venture  to  say, 
unlc«s  when  confident  they  run  no  hazard  of  being  confuted. 

I  am  apt  to  think  there  never  yet  has  really  been  such  a  monster  in  the 
world  as  a  thorough  sceptic ;  but  he  that  doubts  of  what  is  agreed  to  by 
everybody  else,  does  it  npon  being  fully  possessed  of  notions  that  never 
found  admittance  in  any  other  head^  and  there  is  an  air  of  positivencss  in 
aU  sceptiosm,  an  unreserved  confidence  in  the  strength  of  those  arguments 
that  are  alleged  to  overthrow  all  the  knowledge  of  mankind. 

5.  Hius  partial  judgment-  springs  from  a  feebleness  either  to  retain 
former  decisions  in  their  original  vigour,  or  to  give  due  consideration  to 
matters  opposite  to  them ;  the  one  renders  us  credulous,  and  the  other 
incredulous.  Hie  weakness  being  natural  can  never  be  totally  cured,  bat 
may  be  helped  by  good  management,  therefore  the  blame  lies  in  not  apply- 
ing our  diligence  to  work  as  much  amendment  as  is  feasible. 

The  first  care  should  be  to  make  our  decisions  maturely,  for  It  is  com- 
mon through  mere  laziness  to  take  them  up  in  baste  before  they  are  half 
formed,  and  then  there  always  remains  a  latent  su^iicion  which  renders 
them  nnahle  to  maintain  their  ground  against  any  specious  opposition  :  but 
where  there  is  a  consdouaness  of  the  best  information  possible  having  been 
taken,  it  fixes  their  colours  beyond  hazard  of  being  faded  by  the  approadi 
of  other  objects,  llien  with  respect  to  such  of  them  as  are  of  importance 
in  onr  conduct  or  onr  fdtnre  reasonings,  the  next  point  is  to  habituate  the 
imagination  to  cast  them  up  spontaneously  with  the  same  lively  vigour 
wherein  they  were  dehvered  to  her  by  the  understanding,  which  is  what  I 
have  called  tnjning  coariction  into  persuasion.  By  this  means  we  dtall 
become  less  crednlmis  of  other  penoos,  of  the  suggestions  of  passion  and 
&ncy,  or  appearances  of  the  senses. 

For  avnding  the  other  extreme  it  will  be  expedient  to  bear  in  mind  that 
our  surest  decisions  may  possibly  have  deceived  us,  for  there  is  nothing  so 
certain  as  that  we  know  nothing  with  inhllible  certainty :  in  the  next 
place  to  accustom  ourselves  to  observe  and  examine  upon  a  fair  opportunity 
ofiering,  and  acqoire  a  resdineM  to  dep«trt  from  old  notions  npon  cogent 
reasons:  I  know  such  practice  may  sometimes  endanger  the  simple  being 
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imposed  apon  by  artful  peisona,  but  there  ii  something  lying  within  the 
sphere  of  every  one's  observation,  and  if  he  does  not  eierciee  himself 
therein  be  can  never  learn,  because  all  learning  implies  some  slteratijn  of 
the  judgment :  for  a  senM  of  our  ignorance  and  an  aptness  to  learn  npon 
iofoTTnation  saited  to  oar  capacity  I  take  to  be  the  tno  beat  preservatives 
against  incredulity.  But  it  will  be  needful  to  stand  always  apftn  the  guard 
against  passion,  inclination,  and  every  habitual  bias,  for  they  will  bring  on 
a  distempered  weakness  npon  the  Acuities  more  hurtful  thiut  the  natural; 
and  1  conceive  it  is  in  the  freedom  from  those,  in  an  exemption  from  tena- 
cioosnesB  of  old  notions  and  fondness  for  new  ones,  that  sound  judgment 
and  <UacTetton  connst. 


CHAP.  XXXIIL 
EMPLOYMENT  OF  TIME. 

To  know  the  sources  of  oar  enjoyments,  what  things  are  good  and 
useful  for  us,  and  to  acquire  on  habitual  diligence  in  procuring  tfaem,  are 
certainly  very  valuable  attamments,  because  they  supply  na  with  aims  and 
desires  which  strike  the  brightest  colours  of  our  lives  ;  hut  something  fur- 
ther is  wanting  to  HI  up  the  spaces  between,  and  make  the  whole  an  entire 
pece.  For  our  desires  do  not  alwajv  find  fuel  to  feed  on,  materials  and 
opportunities  are  not  always  to  be  h%d.  for  carrying  on  our  pursuits,  and 
when  they  are  ended,  the  joy  of  having  gained  our  point  can  entertain  us 
but  a  little  while,  ere  we  want  fresh  matter  to  engage  us.  The  busy  mind 
of  man  cannot  rest  in  a  state  of  indifference ;  if  it  has  not  satisfaction  it 
wiU  fall  into  uneasiness,  and  every  fleeting  moment  must  have  its  distinct 
portion  of  one  or  the  other :  it  avails  noth^g  to  me  now.  how  much  I  waa 
delighted  an  hoar  ago,  or  shall  be  delighted  an  hour  hence,  without  some 
present  reflection  on  the  futnre,  or  some  di&rent  object  to  engage  in  the 
ntervat. 

Iherefore  I  have  laid  down,  that  intense  pleasures  are  not  so  valuable' 
as  generally  apprehended,  unless  when  they  ^ve  scope  for  a  length  of 
agreeable  pursuit,  or  furnish  materials  to  the  imagination  and  briskness  to 
the  spirits  for  our  better  entertainment  afterwards,  because  else  the  benefit 
we  receive  from  them  lies  shut  up  within  a  very  small  compass  of  time ; 
but  happiness  must  be  computed  upon  the  whole  balance  of  pleasures  and 
pains  compared  together,  so  that  great  delights  with  large  vacuities  of 
uneasiness  between  may  stiU  leave  the  condition  miserable. 

Hence  appears  that  the  true  secret  of  happiness  lies  in  contriving  to  be 
continoatly  pleased  rather  then  highly  pleased,  and  this  is  best  effected  by 
providing  constant  employment  for  our  time ;  for  so  long  as  the  thoughbi 
are  employed  in  anything  just  sufficient  to  engage  our  attention,  the  mind 
is  satisfied;  it  is  only  when  there  is  a  stoppage  of  motion,  when  there  ia 
notlung  more  desirBble  to  be  done  than  omitted,  when  nnder  some  pain  or 
want  without  means  discerned  on  any  side  to  do  something  for  removing 
them,  that  the  time  passes  irksome  and  heavy :  for  things  insipid  are  always 
displeasing  as  well  to  the  mental  taste  as  to  the  palate. 

The  world  commonly  seek  for  engagement  of  their  thoughts  from  exter- 
nal ol^ects,  circles  of  pleasures  and  amusing  ideas  suggested  to  their  ima- 
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motion  ;'i31  theae  m^  do  very  wdl  vhile  there  flows  u  t 

supply  of  them,  wl  •(>  lo^g  as  they  contuiae  i««lly  engagiag ;  but  Um 

misfortaae  ifi  they  are  not  always  to  h^  Had,  or  they  quickly  olgy,  and  then 

recourse  millet  be  had  to  some  new  fko^,  tmtil  having  exhwated  all  tb^ 

tastes,  novelty  iteeU  Vecomea  nothing  new,  wd  v^ipety  grows  a  stalb  n^w- 

dieot,  w^le  any  lo^i^r  to  fwtce  a  relisl*. 

One  iD^y  see  tv>>ff  lamely  this  metVid  of  einployi^Mt  apsiror*  it>  pWi 
pose  by  the  great  ^Wo^ineaa  there  is  in  goiog  *o  eaeageeaents.  by  i^ick 
meaps  tjhey  ha.ve  b^ep  put  off  l«t^r  and  Uis^,  imtil  oaf  houn  of  aewnemaitt 
are  alv»wt  r^^  v>tp  midnight.  Wberea^  where  ttwite  is  a«  espe«tetioo  of 
real  delight,  people  are  eager  to  run  to  the  place  beforebuid.  iBdMcwd  of 
which  they  do  not  eare  to  tbin,^  o(  OPe  indulgence  until  another  is  grown 
wearisome;  they  rise,  because  tired  of  lying  a-bed,  they  come  home  to 
dinner  because  tired  of  saunjlerii^  about  i  for  while  any  little  trifle  amnsea, 
they  care  not  how  long  dinner  waits,  and  do  not  go  abroad  until  driven  by  the 
irkBomeness  of  not  knuwing  what  to  do  with  themselves  at  home :  it  ia 
ridiculous  to  see  how  taasij  shifts  are  made  to  kill  time,  as  it  is  called,  and 
how  lucky  it  is  thought  when  sach  can  be  found;  so  that  one  may  say, 
th^  are  pra^Ktually  uptm  tix^  htwt  for  engagement,  but  very  rardr  cateh 
it  or  are  actually  eagfiged. 

Therefore  business  and  thos«  [^reparations  of  pleasure  which  paitake  of 
the  nature  of  busiiiegs,  a^  requiring  long  coatrivance  and  application,  are 
tnwe  productive  of  eag^«ment  than  pleuore  itself;  for  there  the  actir* 
powers  are  em^yed  as  well  as  the  passive,  but  what  depends  upos  ow 
own  activity  is  much  leee  prectrious  than  what  we  receive  from  elbe> 
causes.  Therefore  we  may  preeiune,  that  God  has  placed  the  far  greUev 
part  of  mankind  under  a  necessity  of  wtwkjng  in  some  way  or  other,  and 
sulgected  Um  rest  to  thdr  portion  of  care^  eostrivance,  and  applkaliDn. 
because  be  sees  with  other  eyes  than  we  do,  and  may  ksow  thoae  are  Um 
happiest  parts  of  life  which  a[ipetir  bardeDSome  to  w. 

He  that  plies  to  his  businees  fintb  it,  when  groi^  familiaT  to  him,  » 
state  of  satu&ction :  his  mind  is  wholly  intent  upon  it ;  it  is  only  in  Ih* 
vacancies  of  attention  thereto  that  he  ever  thinks  or  feeb  a  wanli  of  th« 
advanlAgea  possessed  by  others  sJbovebim;  be  returns  regvAuiy  to  bis  work 
without  staying  till  tired  erf  what  h»  had  been  doing  before,  aod  leaves  oft 
not  because  satiated,  but  because  hie  time  or  his  tale  is.  ended ;  he  ree«t*ea 
a  solaioe  feom  seeing  the  progress  made  a»  he  goes  along,  awl  rises  fron 
labour  with  refreshed  organs  to  find  a  relish  ia  any  passive  engagemoitB 
that  may  &11  in  bis  way ;  nor  is  it  the  least  distii^iuBhing  mark  ol  dif- 
ference between  the  civilized  sad  the  savage,  that  the  one  spend  their  days 
in  idleness  and  gaping,  unless  while  fighting  with  man  c«  beast,  whereas 
tiie  otbera  have  &  midtitudB  of  employments  to  busy  tfaeoMelveft  upon. 
£ven  pain  and  disappointment  have  their  uses  in  finding  employmei^  to 
guard  against  them :  a  total  disengagement,  wilh  an  uttea  inability  of 
finding  apy,  is  more  likely  to  make  atoi  weary  of  their  being  than  harts 
and  veza^ns;  fon  we  may  aee-  peisons  grievonsly  oppressed  with,  tlwia 
destroup  enough,  to  live,  nor  do  they  ever  become  othenuse  until.  Atom 
appears  nothing  to  be  dtHie  for  removing  them>;  whence  ib  i&  become  as 
expressioB  <^  the  heaviest  complaint  to  say,  I  am.  so  iU  I  do  not  know 
w^t  to  do,  which  implies  that  so  liwg  as  we  knoH  whali  to  do,  things  an 
Bot  tA  the  worst. 

Men  ace  ready  to  own  that  what  nunes  to  them  by  the  dioics  of  their 
ivill  is  more  likdy  to  please  than  what  comes  from  another  qnartar,  but 
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they  do  not  consider  that  the  will  is  geiienillj  more  active  iii  biuEnesa  than 
in  pleasure.  It  imy  be  true  indeed  that  people  BeMom  work  utless  when 
tbey  eaoDOt  help  it,  and  the  very  essence  of  bneiaess  seems  to  lie  in  it« 
being  nomstter  of  choice  hot  eomethii^  that  mnst  be  done;  for  else  if 
what  is  done  imght  have  been  omitted  witbont  any  incoavenience,  we  count 
it  done  for  aimisement.  But  then  the  compnlsiou  fatsta  no  longer  than  to 
drive  na  to  our  task ;  when  entered  upon  it  all  the  steps  taken  in  the  per- 
fom«Bce  are  severally  the  choice  of  the  wiB,  preferring  tboee  that  are 
proper  before  othera  that  would  tend  nothing  towards  completing  the 
design  :  whereas  in  [deasnres  of  inifcrfence,  there  is  only  one  dtoice  made 
of  B  general  inddlgeiice,  and  the  will  has  nothing  luore  to  do  afterwards 
than  to  keep  the  senses  agape  for  receiving  whatever  agreiatde  objecta 
sh^  happen  to  present. 

3.  Therefore  active  pleasures  wherein  there  is  something  cont^mtlly  to 
be  done  for  carrying  them  on,  are  the  most  valuable,  because  approaching 
nearest  to  businesa  wid  famishing  employment  together  with  objects  M 
delight,  nor  are  they  apt  to  satiate  even  when  they  are  weary :  satiety  ia 
worse  tban  weariness,  becanse  it  does  not  give  that  relish  to  the  bare 
removal  of  objects  one  is  cloyed  with,  as  is  fooad  in  rest  after  a  fatigue. 

Persons  who  stand  exempt  by  their  sitnation  in  life  from  the  itecessity 
of  apfdication  to  any  thing,  yet  find  another  necessity  obliging  thcMi  to  it 
for  em[doyment  of  their  time,  without  which  they  would  be  left  in  a  worse 
condition  than  those  whom  they  despise.  So  that  if  they  have  not  busines* 
sapfdied  them  by  the  acquisition  of  some  art  or  scienee,  by  the  numage- 
nent  «f  their  estates,  by  some  nsefol  service  to  be  done  the  public,  theH* 
frieufe,  their  neighbours,  or  themselves,  they  must  create  basinese  by  an 
attachment  to  some  fanciful  scheme,  or  innocent  undertidcing.  Building  a' 
fine  house,  laying  ont  an  elegant  garden,  making  a  cdleotion  of  butterflies, 
working  a  carpet,  picking  op  cnrlons  pieces  of  China  at  aaetiena,  serve  to 
make  a  gentleman  or  lady,  while  earnest  in  the  prosectftionv'  JHSt  as  happy 
as  a  carpenter  is  when  sawing  his  boards,  or  a  seamstress  when  stitching* 
her  linea :  for  they  are  alike  intent  iqKm  their  work ;  they  thit^  of  nofhiUg 
else,  want  nothing,  and  regret  nothing,  and  so  long  are  in  a  state  of 
enjoyment. 

liis  use  I  have  already  fonnd  in  my  chapters,  for  if  they  shall  do  no 
benefit  to  anybody  else,  they  have  been  of  benefit  to  me,  by  keeping  me 
engaged  for  many  honrs  winch  otherwise  mi^lt  have  passed  vacant  and 
irksome :  nor  am  I  solidtous  to  prove  my  engagement  inore  delectable  than 
that  of  the  carpenter  sawing  bis  boards,  or  the  commoner  packing  hia 
interest  for  a  tide,  or  a  fine  lady  assiduous  at  her  routs ;  for  I  wish  to  paea 
as  mncb  of  my  time  as  possible  with  a  satisSed  mind,  but  care  not  how 
many  othen  pass  theirs  as  well  satisfied,  the  greater  nambers  of  them  can 
be  fovad  1  esteem  it  the  more  for  my  interest,  for  rMsons  fonueily  men- 
tioned and  needless  here  to  repeat. 

NevertiieleBs,  aa  there  is  no  benefit  to  be  reaped  in  this  world  but  what 
i»  attended  with  some  inconveniences,  1  have  scMoetiraes  had  it  hinted,  that 
this  engagement  of  mine  draws  me  off  from  more  obligatory  ei^agenMnts ; 
wbetiier  this  be  so  1  cannot  tell,  being  no  judge  of  the  several  degreed  of 
importance  among  than,  nor  am  I  snre  that  my  monitors  q^eak  npon  ftdl 
Gogaizance  and  mature  deliberation  of  the  cause,  therefore  do  not  look  ' 
npon  the  point  as  oompletely  settled.  However,  titere  is  a  cantion  neoes- 
•ory  to  be  taken,  that  no  particnlor  attachment  be  soffiBred  to  swaBow  op 
3  p3 
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all  our  other  desires,  or  take  out  aU  the  relish  we  used  to  find  in  the  objecte 
of  them ;  for  then  there  is  a  hazard  it  may  loie  its  own,  and  we  shall 
not  so  much  follow,  m  be  driven  into  it  by  not  knowing  what  to  do  with 
ourselves ;  or  if  that  does  not  happen  it  mil  often  corrvpt  into  a  want,  for 
whenever  called  off  to  other  necenarf  offices,  we  shall  walk  npon  tenters 
while  they  detain  as,  and  be  continnally  wanting  to  return  to  the  fiivdurite 
employment  again. 

But  it  conduces  greatly  to  a  happy  life  to  have  as  many  desireo  and  as 
few  wants  as  possible;  for  desire  makes  work  engaging,  and  thereby 
qiudens  the  active  powers ;  hut  want,  which  is  always  of  something  that 
cannot  be  had,  hangs  as  a  dead  weight  upon  our  activity ;  it  opens  no 
career  to  the  thing  we  want,  it  disengages  ftma  the  business  before  us,  and 
turns  whatever  is  necessary  to  be  done  into  a  toil  and  a  trouble.  Where- 
fore it  is  well  worth  while  to  take  care,  that  our  desires  hang  loose  afon 
OS,  so  Bs  readily  to  give  place  to  one  another,  accordiog  as  judgment  and 
occasion  shsll  require:  for  by  this  means  we  shall  preserve  our  freedom,  nor 
he  run  avray  with  by  any  of  them  against  our  will.  And  if  we  can  store 
up  a  great  variety  we  shall  oftener  meet  with  opportunities  of  gratifying 
one  or  other  of  them,  nor  scarce  ever  be  reduced  to  have  absolutdy  nodung 
to  do,  which  is  the  most  uneasy  situatioo  imaginable. 

4>  Yet  variety  sometimes  creates  confosion,  if  it  be  not  gathered  with  a 
proper  choice,  or  not  disposed  in  some  regularity  of  order.  I  have  else- 
where oflered  what  occurred  concerning  the  selection  of  detdres  for  their 
usefulness :  I  am  here  only  to  guard  against  vacuities  of  disengagement, 
diat  may  be  occasmned  by  ill  manageinent  amcmgst  them.  Too  great  a  mul- 
tiplicity might  crowd  th«m  so  fast  together,  that  none  could  find  an  issue ; 
but  tlus  m  rarely  the  case,  for  people  are  more  prone  to  set  their  hearts 
npon  one  or  two  fancies  to  the  exclusion  of  ftll  otherm 

But  Bometiines  they  fix  upon  too  great  uadertekinge  ahave  their  fanet 
to  achieve,  or  so  l&btmous  as  to  exhaust  the  Etrength  and  spirits  before 
the  work  can  be  completed :  in  those  oases  diseppointmoit  mnst  ensue, 
which  is  a  qiecies  of  want,  and  as  such  always  causes  a  stagnation  oC 
activity. 

I  know  that  laborious  exercises,  whether  of  body  or  mind,  are  very 
engaging  where  they  engage  at  all,  because  there  most  be  a  strong  dcaire 
to  bring  us  into  them :  the  fotigues  of  hunting  or  other  sports  of  the  field, 
the  tcils  of  ambition,  and  turmoils  of  avarice,  are  often  very  great,  and  there 
are  eome  services  of  virtue  that  require  a  painful  application  of  all  the 
powers  to  perform  them  well.  No  doubt  there  are  reasons  of  duty,  ot 
necessity,  of  expedience,  sometimes  urging  to  words  of  strong  exertion  lia- 
Me  to  frequent  hazards  of  disappointment,  but  in  contriving  to  have  sources 
of  constant  employuKut  the  point  of  aim  is  rather  to  be  always  engaged 
than  deeply  engaged.  For  the  exhortations  to  patience  of  labour  and  pain 
are  not  intended  to  multiply  them  upon  us  as  being  either  desirable  or  lauda- 
ble in  themselves,  but  to  enable  us  to  bear  them  without  being  disconcerted, 
so  as  never  to  drop  an  engagement  we  had  chosen  to  enter  upon,  because  of 
the  obstacles  they  throw  in  the  way ;  neither  does  industry  so  much  consist 
in  labour,  as  in  a  perpetual  activity  of  mind,  never  to  be  stopped  nor  turned 
out  of  any  course  by  the  irksomeness  of  it :  to  deserve  the  denominBti<Hi  of 
a  diligent  roan,  one  need  not  always  be  taking  pains,  it  is  enough  if  one  is 
able  to  do  it  whenever  expedient,  and  whenever  one  will. 

In  order  then  to  manage  matters  for  the  best  advantage,  it  vriU  be  conve- 
nient to  take  a  survey  of  our  desires,  our  powers,  and  the  materials  ve  have 
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to  exercise  them  upon,  to  fonn  a  regular  plaa  of  conduct  containing  eome 
principal  aima,  and  otliers  occasional,  the  vhole  aoccmmodated  to  our  Htua- 
tioQ  in  life ;  to  take  care  we  harbour  no  incompatible  desires,  but  part  with 
eoch  as  are  inconvenient,  and  nourish  up  others  which  there  ere  frequent 
opportunities  of  gratifying,  for  it  is  a  pitj  we  should  lose  any  fund  of  engage- 
ment in  our  power  for  want  of  a  relish  to  make  it  agreeable. 

But  desires  not  DBturally  incompatible  may  become  eo  by  accident,  there- 
fore care  is  requisite  to  lay  out  our  engagements  in  such  manner  as  that  they 
may  not  interfere,  and  since  this  cannot  be  fully  provided  against  before- 
hand,  to  acquire  a  bcility  in  stopping  that  desire  which  the  present  judg* 
ment  shall  pronounce  least  ezpe^ent.  Persons  who  lead  a  life  of  dissipa* 
tion,  seldom  knowing  one  hour  what  they  sbaU  do  the  next,  meet  with 
many  tedious  vacuities  wherein  they  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do :  to  pre- 
vent this  it  will  be  expedient  to  have  a  scheme  of  employment  for  every 
hour  of  the  day,  and  every  season  of  the  year,  and  every  circumstance  among 
those  that  ordinarily  surround  us  :  the  necessities  of  nature  draw  some  of  the 
principal  lines  in  the  stated  meals  and  times  of  rest,  wherein  the  more  regu- 
lar we  can  be  the  better ;  trades  and  professions  of  all  kinds  odd  more  in  the 
certain  hours  of  attendance  to  the  business  of  them  j  and  where  those  sources 
fiiil,  it  is  observable  how  apt  men  are  to  run  into  clubs,  parties  of  pleasure, 
rounds  of  visits,  and  particular  customs  of  disposing  of  themselvea :  for  there 
is  no  finding  a  constant  course  for  onr  activity  without  providine  channels 
for  it  to  ran  in. 

But  all  rules,  whose  aim  is  only  to  keep  the  hands  employed,  ought  not 
to  be  made  inviolable  laws  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  for  then 
they  generate  a  stiffiiesB  and  predaeness  which  does  more  mischief  than 
benefit,  rendering  men  tronblesome  and  uncompliant,  defective  in  services 
that  might  be  expected  from  them,  and  uaattentive  to  their  own  advantages 
when  lying  out  of  the  usual  road. 

The  use  of  those  rules  is  only  to  lie  ready  in  reserve,  that  we  may  never 
be  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  ourselves,  to  supply  us  with  business  when  none 
offers,  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  it ;  they  ddeat  their  own  intention  unless 
they  can  give  place  without  reluctance  to  whatever  other  engagements  we 
are  called  to  by  the  rules  of  duty,  or  prudence,  or  civility,  or  even  to  such 
amnsements  as  the  bmcy  strongly  recommends,  and  the  judgment  does  not 
disapprove. 

5.  Religion,  according  as  it  is  anderstood,  will  prove  either  the  greatest 
promoter  or  the  greatest  destroyer  of  engagement  liiat  can  be  found.  While 
placed  in  obligation,  servile  fear  and  per^ctory  assiduities  to  forms  and 
ceremonies,  how  much  soever  it  may  take  up  of  the  time,  it  cannot  with 
propriety  be  said  to  engage  ;  for  engaging  is  many  times  synonymous  with 
charming  or  dehghtful,  as  when  applied  to  a  beauty,  a  dress,  a  behaviour, 
a  tale,  a  diversion ;  and  though  a  man  may  say  be  was  engaged  in  a  buai- 
nesB  which  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  yet  this  is  upon  a  supposition  that  while 
intent  upon  it  his  procedure  m  the  several  steps  taken  therein  was  voluntary 
upon  a  prospect  of  some  advantage  ;  for  where  the  whole  action  is  mani- 
festly reluctant,  as  in  appearing  upon  a  recognizance  the  first  day  of  the 
term,  we  do  not  use  the  word  engaged,  but  obliged- 

Nor  is  that  word  applied  to  every  thing  that  draws  the  attention,  unless 
there  be  a  free  consent  of  the  Will  to  give  it ;  for  a  man  who  would  excuse 
himself  for  failing  at  a  meeting,  will  hardly  say  he  was  engaged  at  hixne 
by  a  violent  toothache,  though  perhaps  the  pain  engroBBed  hu  whole  Bttea> 
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Htm,  and  he  wu  bncied  till  the  while  in  ipplying  wans  flannelg,  or  toested 
figa,  or  other  remedieB  for  aiauaging  it.  So  he  that  aings  psahns  evety  third 
boor,  or  goes  to  Chnrch  every  week-day  becanae  necessary  to  seoire  him 
Iroin  the  Devil's  dutches,  or  because  he  thinks  the  Holy  Spirit  would  be 
grieved,  and  God  made  mieasy  by  being  slighted,  does  it  Dofy  to  remove  a 
presung  dread  and  anxiety,  with  a  forced,  not  a  free  consent  of  the  Will, 
and  for  tha  mort  part  ie  so  fer  from  being  intent  upon  bis  work,  that  his 
thooghts  nm  a  hankering  alt  the  while  after  somethuog  else ;  or  iJF  they  do 
enter  upon  it  by  choice,  it  ia  like  that  made  of  their  cardi  bv  sttch  as  dmdge 
at  them  every  day,  namely,  to  relieve  themselves  from  Uie  insupportable 
burden  of  having  abKlutely  nothing  to  do  by  having  contracted  a  tasteless- 
nesa  for  every  thing  else. 

But  these  pain&l  asEiduitiea,  the  task  of  fear  or  custom,  like  the  dog  in 
the  manger,  not  only  afford  no  engagement  themselvee,  but  stand  in  the 
way  of  other  innocent  and  use^  engagements  that  might  keep  up  a  volun- 
tary attention  during  the  performance  without  drawing  on  any  damage,  or 
leaving  any  remorse  in  the  reflection  behind- 

On  tha  other  hand,  when  Religion  is  understood  to  be  a  profitable  thing, 
and  that  judgment  grown  into  an  habituate  intimate  persuasion  brancbi^ 
into  the  three  epiritusl  virtues,  by  which  means  every  part  of  it  will  be  pur- 
sued as  a  step  to  our  truest  interest  without  thought  of  obligalion  or  of  the 
Devil,  whom  one  would  wish  to  deal  with  as  little  as  possible,  it  is  then 
more  fertile  of  real  engagement  than  any  other  scheme  we  can  propose.  For 
ambition,  avarice,  and  oil  the  ruling  passions  that  give  life  to  the  business 
erf  mankind,  meet  with  frequent  rub*  and  disappoiutments,  many  gaps  of 
time  pass  insipidly  wherein  there  ia  nothing  to  be  done  for  advancing  their 
pnrpoee,  and  they  are  sometimes  wrested  from  us  by  age,  iufirmity,  disease, 
ws^iety. 

'Whereas  he  who  takes  for  his  aim  to  do  all  things  for  the  Glory  of  God 
manifested  in  the  good  and  perfection  of  the  human  species,  whereon  bis 
own  happiness  depends  for  ages  to  oome,  has  an  object  the  roost  enga^g 
he  oould  have  chosen  for  his  pursuit,  being  the  amassing  of  treasures  m  a 
place  where  neither  moth  nor  rust  do  corrapt,  where  tmeves  do  not  break 
through  and  steal,  which  will  continue  to  engage  in  old  age,  b  sickness,  in 
distress,  in  all  situations  of  life,  and  even  in  the  hour  of  death ;  and  which, 
>o  far  as  he  can  trace  his  reference  to  the  common  occurrences  of  bis  sta- 
tion, will  leave  no  gaps  nor  intermissions  of  employment ;  for  there  is  always 
some  use  to  be  made  of  bis  activity,  either  npon  the  ideas  of  the  mind  or 
motions  of  the  body ;  there  is  a  right  and  a  wrong  in  every  action ;  so  that 
his  induBfry  can  never  want  a  subject  to  exercue  itself  upon  in  observing 
and  practising  that,  which  ia  right  aocordivg  to  the  circumstances  of  every 
occauon  that  offers. 


CHAP.  XXXIV. 

CONTENT, 


Fftuouici  and  virtoe,  foi  the  roost  part,  consist  in  preferring  greater 
enjoyment  to  come,  before  present  gratification ;  the  contest  between  then 
and  appetite  being,  whether  we  shfl)  be  moat  pleaaed  or  looBest  pleawd 
to  pleasure  is  the  object  of  both,  only  appetite  urges  to  that  which  mi^  b« 
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hid  Do«t,  and  pruUeDce  diootes  that  which  is  the  greatest,  vhether  to  he 
taken  now,  or  not  till  to-morrow. 

But  npoB  the  itticle  of  content  the  Btrog^le  tetrrtM  to  1>e  of  a  qalte  dif- 
ferent kind,  both  partiea  pulling  the  very  contrary  Way  from  what  Aey  used  in 
all  other  cases.  ReastHi  cshorts  ns  to  rest  easy  under  onr  (iresent  eituation, 
and  Bvtpend  oar  desm  tmtil  the  time  shall  come  when  they  mtff  find  ma- 
teriala  of  gratlfittation :  passion  and  evil  habit  solicit  us  to  mt  and  vex  and 
torment  ourselves  in  present,  with  the  tantalising  imtgination  of  eaM  or 
pleasures  at  a  distance  lying  ont  of  onr  reach,  or  to  make  the  most  of  an 
uneauness  by  studiously  aggravating  all  the  grievous  cin<umitances  attend- 
ing it.  For  the  endeavonra  used  to  quiet  the  mind  have  fbr  tiielr  object 
Ae  present  moment,  to  lighten  the  prdsKure  actually  hanging  Upon  it ; 
they  have  no  respect  to  the  futnret  nor  purpose  to  aiMampliEh  bejronti  their 
immediate  effects,  for  it  may  be  all  one  to-morrow  whether  we  have  bohne 
onr  trontdes  easily  or  reluctantly  to-day. 

On  the  other  band,  the  impulses  of  diacontent  drive  us  upon  the  thoms 
every  cnrrent  moment,  through  a  perverse  kind  of  prudence,  under  an  ap- 
prehension hard  to  be  accounted  fbr  of  some  benefit  to  redound  therefrom. 
Discontent  is  a  species  of  grief,  which  1  have  remariied  npon  that  artlcto 
in  the  chapter  on  the  Passions,  we  are  led  into  hy  having  esperienced  that 
an  attentive  reflection  npon  the  object  that  troubles  us  sometimee  discovers  a 
way  to  remove  it,  and  excites  to  more  strenuous  endettvonrs  for  throwing  it  Off: 
the  apprehension  of  this  benefit  frequently  entertained,  gives  an  habitual  beul 
to  the  reflection,  which  is  continually  turned  that  way  by  a  mechanical  im- 
pulse very  difficult  to  be  overpowered  by  the  utmost  streagth  of  resolution. 

But  there  is  another  cause  insensibly  draws  the  will  to  indulge  h  greater 
disomtent  than  would  be  oast  up  by  the  mechanical  Springs  of  puaion  ; 
as  we  live  in  sodety  where  we  frequently  stand  in  need  of  other  people's 
aaeiataiioe  to  relieve  us  from  oUr  distresses,  and  find  them  generally  dis- 
posed to  help  ns,  we  very  soon  observe  that  their  ettgemese  to  ofler  relief 
rises  in  proportion  to  the  height  of  distress ;  hatn  hence  nt  team  the  arti- 
.  fice  of  oppressing  ourselves  as  modi  as  posmble,  that  we  may  become  the 
greater  objects  of  compassion  and  have  others  fly  the  faster  to  oUr  aid. 
Therefore  grief  and  discontent  generally  abosid  In  oomplaints,  which 
though  sometimes  a  Uttle  easing  them,  more  frequently  double  tbeir  pres- 
sure and  strike  their  roots  deeper  into  the  mind. 

Thardon  likewise  children  who  have  been  fondled  by  their  parents,  end 

£;rsons  who  have  been  much  humoured  in  their  way,  most  commonly  grow ' 
etfU  npon  evei^  Httle  disappointment ;  whereas  snch  as  have  been  always 
fotodd  to  bvsUt  for  themselves,  and  nobody  cared  a  forthing  whether  tbey 
were  plcaaed  or  angry,  bear  with  tronbles  the  best,  for  tfaey  feel  only  the 
■nUAe^Bte  preatore,  and  are  so  far  from  drawing  it  down  with  additional 
force  by  reflection,  that  they  oftener  waht  the  sensibility  reqntnte  for  put- 
ting them  upon  a  proper  gurd  against  the  Uka  evils  for  the  fntnre. 

Nevdrthdeas,  this,  which  was  aitlfioe  and  low  cunning  at  first,  having ' 
by  long  practice  given  a  torn  to  the  wheels  at  the  machine,  becomes  invo- 
Inntary  hat»tade  or  spontaneous  impulse ;  and  then  men  damiot  help  fretting 
iswardly  or  by  fl>emselves  where  n  oaa  do  no  good,  wtt  vfW  mnmraring 
Bgainat  Providence,  repining  at  the  hardasss  of  their  lot,  or  mminsfting 
npon  the  emdty  of  their  iatt,  all  nhieh  powers  have  no  paasions  to  be 
tovohed  with  their  complaints. 

3.  One  would  tfahik  there  shoald  need  no  e  Abort  ions  with  men  to  bestir 
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themtdTea  Ibr  their  own  present  ettse,  nor  argmnentB  to  pemiade  tiien 
they  are  then  moBt  Becore  vhen  having  their  Mcority  in  their  own  hands ; 
for  though  we  can  never  make  ouraelveB  wholly  independent  on  one  another, 
and  therefore  it  is  prudent  to  apply  the  proper  means  for  obtnining  succour 
in  oar  needs,  yet  the  less  we  stand  in  need  of  succour,  the  more  we  can 
help  ourselves,  the  better ;  becaose  no  aid  Ues  so  certainly  onder  our  com- 
mand as  that  of  our  own  resolution :  besides  that  many  of  the  grievances 
men  vex  at,  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  relieved  by  any  external  application 
whatsoever,  and  the  tenderness  shown  to  them  does  but  aggravate  their 
vetation  by  the  influence  of  sympathy. 

But  men  are  so  fond  of  indolence  that  they  will  not  take  a  little  trouble 
for  thnr  own  immediate  relief,  or  the  force  of  habit  is  so  great  that  even  the 
present  smart  of  the  thorns  it  drives  them  upon,  cannot  overcome  it,  which 
is  the  more  extraordinary  because  in  avoiding  the  thorns  they  would  fall 
into  a  flowery  path  and  so  obtain  actual  pleasure  by  escaping  pain.  For 
though  content  be  in  itself  nothing  more  than  a  negation  of  nneasiness,  yet 
sati^ction  and  uneasiness  constantly  follow  so  close  upon  each  other,  that 
the  moment  one  disappears,  its  place  is  occupied  by  the  other,  nor  is  the 
mind  ever  without  some  degree  of  either,  nnlees  when  asleep,  and  that  it  is 
BO  then  is  more  than  any  man  can  demonstrate- 

Content  when  obtained  by  our  own  efforts  is  a  deliverance  from  vexation ; 
but  there  is  a  joy  in  the  bare  deliverance  from  evil,  a  joy  in  finding  (mraelves 
able  to  throw  it  off',  a  complacence  and  solacing  self-approbation  in  having 
used  our  power  well  for  our  own  benefit ;  therefore  in  common  language  a 
contented  temper  is  understood  to  imply  a  cheerfiil  or  a  happy  temper. 

On  the  other  hand,  discontent  always  carries  with  it  a  want  to  get  rid 
of  the  otgect  it  feeds  upon  ;  bat  any  gnawing  want  banishes  all  desires  out 
of  the  thoughts  which  might  find  present  means  of  gratification,  the  bitter 
of  it  giving  a  tastelessness  to  everything  else :  so  there  needs  only  to  for- 
bear chewing  the  want  of  restoring  our  relish  and  putting  us  into  a  state 
of  real  enjoyment,  for  when  that  is  gone  out  of  the  thoughts,  there  will  be 
tittle  desires  enough  ready  at  hand  to  engage  our  activity  in  something  or 
other  that  shall  make  the  time  pass  agreeably. 

It  is  true  that  wants  moat  sometimes  be  encouraged,  as  being  necessary 
upon  particular  occasions ;  for  we  have  not  always  skill  or  strength  enough 
to  raise  desires  sufficient  to  carry  us  on  to  oar  remote  advantages,  in  whi^ 
case  we  must  submit  to  drudge  for  them  through  the  thomv  paths  of  nn- 


Therefore  fear  and  obligation  have  their  seasons  and  their  subjects 
wherein  there  is  need  enough  of  them  for  driving  those  who  cannot  be  led ; 
compunction,  vexation,  and  remorse  at  having  done  amiss  are  generally  the 
harbingers  of  virtue,  for  where  there  is  no  love  of  rectitude  yon  must  plough 
and  harrow  and  tear  up  the  ground  to  prepare  for  its  reception  by  a  shame 
and  abhorrence  of  vice  ;  and  where  there  is  but  little  reflection  yon  must 
engage  it  first  byraising  a  quick  sensibility  of  mischief  beblliug>  or  dangers 
impending  ;  thus  making  men  uneasy  and  discontented  with  their  present 
situation  in  order  to  put  them  upon  exerting  their  endeavours  to  amend, 
it ;  and  when  any  long  or  laborious  work  is  to  be  undertaken,  it  is  difficult 
to  raise  anch  a  fervency  of  desire  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  ns  through, 
but  that  upon  rnbs  or  disappointments  it  will  sometimes  degenerate  into  a 
want.  But  then  in  all  these  cases  where  we  run  ourselves  upon  uneasiness 
or  the  danger  of  it,  we  ought  always  to  know  what  we  do,  to  have  the  con- 
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sent  of  our  calm  jud^ent  upon  the  necessity  or  expedience  of  the  thing, 
to  make  it  onr  own  volnnlary  act,  but  never  inbmit  to  be  dragged  along 
by  impulse  of  passion,  or  importunity  of  habit. 

3.  Therefore  it  will  be  expedient,  so  &r  as  is  feasible,  to  keep  the  eye  of 
nndentanding  perpetually  open,  to  watch  the  little  motionB  of  oar  ideas, 
and  obeerve  whether  they  proceed  from  mere  mechanical  impnlae,  or  whe- 
ther they  can  answer  the  end  proposed  in  them ;  for  this  is  the  most  likely 
meant  to  prevent  an  evil  habit  from  taking  root,  and  to  wear  it  off  again 
when  unhappily  contracted. 

For  habits  steal  insensibly  upon  us  before  we  are  aware,  and  this  of  dis- 
content haa  many  causes  contributiDg  to  its  'growth :  the  folly  of  servants 
and  indiscretion  of  parents  sow  the  seeds  of  it  in  our  childhood,  and  when 
we  come  out  into  the  world  there  are  examples  Bronod  us  more  than  enow 
to  cherish  their  growth  ;  the  godly  fret  at  the  profeneness  aud  licentious- 
ness of  mankind,  at  the  prosperities  of  the  wicked,  at  their  own  want  of 
more  than  human  strength  to  perform  pnnctaally  all  the  rigorous  tasks  they 
have  enjoined  themselves;  the  poor  fret  at  being  subjected  to  labour,  the 
rich  of  losing  opportunities  of  growing  richer,  the  proud  at  having  their 
tribute  of  homage  withheld,  the  accomplished  at  the  want  of  due  encou- 
ragement to  merit  i  the  connoisseor  in  music,  if  one  may  use  the  catbeacre- 
sis,  delights  to  make  himself  miserable  on  hearing  anything  that  is  not 
Italian,  the  elegant  on  seang  things  vulgar  and  out  of  taste  about  them. 
In  short,  how  amply  soever  we  are  provided  with  materials  of  enjoyment, 
there  is  something  still,  as  Prior  says,  For  books,  for  horses,  houses,  paint- 
ing ;  to  thee,  to  me,  to  him  is  wanting :  that  cruel  something  onposaest, 
corrodes  and  poisons  all  the  rest. 

Especially  in  theae  countries,  whether  from  the  gloominess  of  onr  climate, 
the  plenty  of  frpsh  meats,  or  the  wtmtonneu  of  liberty,  there  is  more  dis. 
content  and  less  ground  for  it,  than  in  most  nations  upon  earth,  llie  spirit 
of  censoriousnesB,  critidsm,  detraction,  and  calumny,  make  us  torment  our- 
telves  to  plague  one  another,  and  many  times  without  that  effect  by  vilify. 
ing  in  secret  those  who  cannot  sufier  thereby,  because  they  will  never  know 
of  it ;  but  a  man  cannot  be  pleased  within  himself,  when  displeased  with 
his  company,  nor  while  ruminating  upon  odious  objects.  Since  then  we 
live  in  snch  an  infectious  air  and  must  perpetually  run  hazards  of  catching 
this  distemper  of  the  mind,  which  many  times  generates  a  similar  distem- 
perature  of  the  bodily  humouis,  it  behoves  us  to  stand  upon  our  guard 
against  the  contagion,  and  keep  our  minds  in  tranquillity  whatever  turbn. 
lence  we  see  boiling  around  us,  resolved  never  to  part  with  onr  present  ease, 
unless  upon  security  of  some  future  good  to  be  bad  in  exchange :  for  en- 
joyment is  the  treasure  that  makes  everything  relative  to  it  valuable,  there- 
fore it  is  a  folly  to  give  up  one's  pleasures  without  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
greater  pleasures  to  be  purchased  by  the  sacrifice. 

It  may  .be  expedient  sometimes  to  censure  and  complain  heavily  as  an 
engine  to  work  upon  the  passions  of  other  people,  but  he  is  an  mukilful 
manager  who  is  catched  in  his  own  artifices ;  he  is  like  on  unlucl^  boy 
that  snatches  the  coachman's  whip,  and  whips  out  his  own  eyes  in  going 
te  lash  the  horses.  And  though  TuUy  and  Horace  have  admonished  their 
orator  and  poet  to  be  vexed  and  grieved  themselves  if  they  would  excite 
compasrion  and  vexation  in  the  audience,  yet  there  is  a  wide  difierence  be-- 
tween  an  assumed  sentiment  the  effect  of  judgment,  and  a  spontaneous 
emotion  the  impulse  of  habit ;  therefore  we  must  learn,  like  the  orator  and 
I)oet,  to  raise  a  teiUporary  passion  to  such  degree  and  continuance  as  is  re* 
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quuite.  and  to  throw  it  uide  again  as  toon  bb  the  biuiaen  is  over ;  for  thit 

eeema  to  be  the  last  perfection  of  a  well-diaciplined  imagination. 

4.  But  if  we  find  any  sjnnptomB  of  the  splenetic  diseaM  in  our  temper 
(aH  who  is  tbcsre  who  may  not  find  them  if  he  watches  carefully  for  (heir 
appearance  ?)  it  will  be  a  useful  appUcation  of  our  industry  to  resist  their 
coDTnlaions  whsnever  we  percmve  them,  taking  cans  we  be  not  discontented 
at  being  nnable  to  quiet  our  disccmtent  upon  the  first  efiforts,  for  this  would 
deter  as  from  returning  to  the  charge  again.  Bat  habit  is  not  to  be  worn 
off  presently,  for  as  it  gathered  strength  by  repeated  acts  so  it  can  only  be 
weakened  by  a  continuity  of  repeated  resistances  ;  therdbre  diligence  will 
do  more  upon  it  thiin  strength,  and  a  calm,  steady  resolution  will  prove 
better  efiectual  than  violent  exertion. 

The  point  of  aim  for  oar  vigilance  to  hold  in  view  is  to  keep  judgment 
constantly  upon  her  seat,  to  preserve  an  even  steady  temper,  untold  by 
difficulties,  untransported  by  allnrements ;  to  dwell  upon  the  brightest  parts 
in  every  prospect,  to  call  off  the  thoughts  when  running  upon  disagreeable 
objects,  and  strive  to  be  pleased  with  the  present  circumstances  surronod- 
ixg  us.  We  may  practise  this  first  In  little  matters  such  as  occur  within 
the  compass  of  every  day,  when  called  away  from  a  pursuit  we  are  earnest 
upon,  whether  writing  chapters  or  sonnets,  whether  singing  a  third-hour 
hymn,  or  reading  a  novel,  or  finishing  a  head<dresB  ?  when  obliged  to  sit 
in  hoindrum  company,  or  wait  for  the  fifth  head  of  a  tedious,  heavy  ser- 
mon, when  reducol  to  coarse  fiu%  sod  bad  accommodatiDns  at  an  inn,  or 
having  wandered  out  of  our  way  upon  a  journey,  when  fbroed  upon  a  busi> 
neas  we  do  not  like,  or  debirrsd  a.  pleasure  we  had  promised  ourselves  a 
long  while.  For  by  maintainiitg  our  serenity  and  composure  in  these  lesser 
trials  we  shall  wean  oar  minds  tem  an  attachment  to  humour,  break  the 
force  of  habit,  and  prepare  omselves  for  patience  in  labours,  pains,  and 


And  the  consideration  of  these  consequences  may  encourage  ns  to  put  in 
use  the  means  for  obtaining  tbera,  for  nothing  happens  to  us  in  rain, 
though  we  may  not  always  find  out  Its  significaooy ;  but  we  may  look  upon 
those  exercises  as  easy  lessons  set  us  in'indulgence  to  onr  weakness,  to  fit 
ns  for  leoniing  the  huder  whenever  sammoned  to  them,  and  bring  as  to  a 
pliancy  of  attention  ready  to  turn  suddenly  to  any  new  matter  as  occasion 
shall  require,  and  enter  ftdly  into  every  present  business  without  uizietj  of 
rductanoe :  let  us  then  apply  to  onr  easy  exercises  of  which  we  may  tKM' 
tinaslly  have  store,  for  we  shall  reap  a  boiefit  from  them  though  we  should 
never  be  called  op  to  the  harder. 

For  this  will  forward  us  on  our  prcyess  In  learning  the  art  of  forbear- 
ance as  well  as  c^  endurance,  because  pleasures  enslave  by  tbfl  tmeasy  mmt 
tb^  raise  of  themselves  upon  being  denied ;  how  delightful  sosver  a  plea- 
sure may  be  while  et^oyed,  yet  if  a  man  does  not  want  it,  if  he  can  content 
himaelf  without  it,  he  will  always  have  the  iree  use  of  hii  iodgment  either 
to  gnti^-  or  forbear ;  for  though  actual  pleasure  may  lull  the  eye  <^  reaaon 
askep  by  totaiiy  occupying  the  thoaghte,  it  is  the  oneaslnest  of  a  craving 
Of^wtite  that  <bives  headlong  into  wilful  excesses.  And  by  a  focili^  ot 
entering  fidly  into  any  employment  before  him  be  may  etode  the  iraportn- 
mtf  of  habrt,  which  is  ea^y  resisted  for  a  tittle  while  till  M  last  it  fret* 
and  teases  into  a  oompliance,  but  when  the  attention  is  strongly  diverted  to 
snnethlog  else,  there  is  not  room  for  tbe  soIidtatioM  of  habit  to  intrude. 

A  caktt  and  nnraffled  mind  quickens  tbe  despatdi  of  bnsiiMss,  as  it  lien 
more  open  to  discern  ihe  means  of  extricating  oursdves  from  a  disagree- 
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^le  Mtoation,  uid  employa  the  whole  stream  of  activitj  to  the  beat  advan- 
tage ;  whereas  vezatioii  or  diacootent  clog  and  divide  the  thonghts  and  the 
forces,  wasting  more  than  half  of  both  in  improfitable  onotionB,  they  are 
Lke  convnlnona  in  the  lige  which  make  a  violent  kicking  about  without 
gaining  a  atep  forwards. 

Nor  do  the;  unfi-eqnenUy  defeat  the  very  purpose  ori^nally  jw^opoHed  by 
them,  for  thongh  mankind  are  generally  hdpful  in  proportioD  to  the  ex- 
preseionH  of  distress,  we  shall  sometimes  meet  with  spiteful  or  artful  people 
who  will  have  their  ends  in  making  us  vex  as  randi  as  they  can :  tlw  l^st 
honest  revenge  we  can  take  upon  the  one,  and  best  caution  against  the 
other,  will  be  to  bear  their  utmost  provocations  unmoved. 

A  command  of  temper  is  abscdutely  necessary  for  a  politician,  an  orator, 
an  ambassador,  and  a  general ;  nor  can  man  engage  in  a  law-eait  prudently, 
nor  maintain  an  argument  soundly,  nor  scarce  transact  any  business  of  im- 
portance safely  without  it.  But  it  is  too  late  to  stand  whetting  the  sword 
when  the  moment  of  action  is  come ;  therefore  we  must  inure  ourselves 
early  to  the  work,  or  vexation  snd  discontent  will  force  in  upon  os  in  spite 
of  all  our  resolution,  which  will  only  make  us  vex  the  more  at  its  weakness. 

5.  Nevertheless,  there  is  a  spurious  content  which  is  the  child  of  indo- 
lence, when  men  acquiesce  in  the  present  condition  of  things  as  happening 
to  bll  out,  because  they  do  not  care  for  the  trouble  of  mending  them :  so 
they  s^e  a  ri^ng  desire  that  would  stimulate  to  some  great  advantage, 
lest  it  should  coat  them  pains  in  the  acquisition.  But  this  is  m«lfing  faavoo 
of  appetite,  instead  of  correcting  it ;  it  is  plucking  up  the  com  together 
with  the  weeds :  for  when  our  desires  are  gone,  our  ease  will  become  in- 
sensibility, if  we  have  no  pains,  neither  will  there  be  any  pleasures  npr 
activity  to  procure  what  is  good  and  profitable. 

Genuice  content  lies  in  the  absence  of  wants,  not  of  desires ;  for  it  is 
one  prindpal  branch  of  it  to  be  content  to  labour  whenever  there  is  a  good 
reason, or  upon  prospect  of  something  desirable  to  be  earned  th^eby,  which 
di^Eition  will  be  aided  by  a  noble  ardour  taking  off  the  weight  of  difficul- 
ties, so  that  they  may  not  fret  upon  the  shoulders.  A  man  may  rest  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  his  present  situation  without  being  a  whit  the  more 
remiss  whenever  a  fair  opportunity  offers  of  exchanging  it  for  a  better,  nor 
is  tranqoiUity  of  mind  at  all  incompatible  with  indastry  :  but  that  is  vicious 
content,  which  stands  as  a  bar  against  improvement,  for  though  it  be  com- 
mendable to  consnlt  our  present  ease,  we  must  not  so  consult  the  present 
as  to  neglect  the  future,  but  apply  our  cares  to  either,  as  prudence  shall 
direct.  Acquiescence,  like  all  other  sentiments,  ought  to  lie  as  much  as 
possible  under  control  of  the  judgment,  and  depend  as  little  as  possible 
upon  mere  habit,  or  the  impulse  of  mechanical  springs,  to  be  made  an  act 
of  the  wiU  (dioosing  by  the  lights  of  understanding,  and  the  principal  habit 
governing  all  the  rest,  ought  to  be  that  of  readiness  in  the  imagination,  to 
take  the  ply  that  discretioo  would  give  her. 

For  with  good  management  we  may  make  an  excellent  use  of  the  power 
given  us  over  the  ideas  in  our  imafpnation,  to  shut  out  some,  and  dwell 
npon  others,  to  join,  to  separate  or  compare  them,  to  brighten  or  fade  their 
coloius :  by  this  means  we  may  often  .stir  up  a  desire,  or  stop  it  when  cor- 
rupting into  a  want,  raise  a  temporary  persuasion  ftv  our  present  nse  « 
oolaee,  excite  a  fervid  earnestoees  when  needAil,  and  calm  it  again  when 
the  completion  of  its  purpoee  or  a  change  of  ciruumstaBces  render  it  fruit' 
1ms  or  hurtful. 
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But  the  mirfortane  18  that  men  choose  to  be  passive  even  in  their  activity, 
being  driven  by  some  fovuurite  error  or  fond  passion  to  exert  the  power 
over  their  ideas  in  ehutting  out  such  as  would  thwart  tbem,  and  encourage 
such  as  confirm  them  :  like  the  fox  in  the  &ble,  who  cried  down  the  grapes 
for  toot,  becaose  he  could  not  reach  them.  If  his  passion  r^Uj  Wnded  ^ 
his  judgment  ho  as  to  put  him  out  of  conceit  of  grapes  ever  after,  he  was  a 
beaat  indeed :  but  as  Esop's  beasts  are  generally  men,  I  should  rather  sup- 
pose it  was  an  honest  artifice  to  atop  the  discontent  rising  upon  his  disap- 
pointment ;  and  if  this  were  the  case,  it  was  a  pattern  wortity  onr  imitation. 

For  every  method  deservea  our  practising  that  may  inure  us  to  tTvnqoillity 
without  lesseniDg  our  industry  or  abating  our  discretion ;  but  the  happiest 
temper  of  mind,  if  it  could  be  acquired,  is  that  of  being  never  contented 
with  our  condition  when  a  feasible  means  occurs  of  improving  it  in  any 
respect,  and  never  discontented  with  a  pressure  we  cannot  help,  or  that 
cannot  be  removed  without  imprudence. 
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As  much  as  we  may  aflect  to  define  Man  a  reasonaUe  creature,  daily 
experience  will  manifest  to  him  that  obs^ves  it  attentively,  that  reason  has 
a  very  small  share  in  our  motions :  it  c&n  only  direct  soQie  of  the  principal 
of  them,  but  the  intermediate  spaces  are  occnpied  by  trains  of  ideas  and 
impulses  rising  mechanically  b  onr  imagiiwtion  :  and  it  is  well  if  the  prin- 
ciiml  be  directed  by  reason,  for  the  farther  we  can  extend  its  authority  so 
much  the  happier  for  us ;  but  with  all  our  diligence  we  can  never  make  it 
, complete,  but  the  machine  will  still  retain  a  greater  inflnence  upon  onr 
conduct  than  we  can  gain  for  ourselves.  For  we  many  times  enter  upon 
cooreea  of  action  unthinkingly,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  them  proceed 
scarce  with  any  consciousness  of  the  minute  steps  we  take ;  if  reflection 
does  plainly  mark  out  our  path,  we  do  not  always  follow  it,  being  hurried 
a  quite  contrary  way  by  the  impetuosity  of  paaaion  or  fondness  of  desire ; 
and  when  best  disposed  to  take  the  benefit  of  our  understanding,  it  proves 
but  an  imperfect  guide.  For  the  proper  goal  for  reason  to  lead  as  to,  is 
the  greater  good,  or  balance  of  enjojnnent  to  result  from  all  the  conse- 
qneuces  of  an  action ;  but  these  it  is  seldom  quick- sighted  enough  to  dis* 
ceni  BO  as  to  make  a  fair  computation  among  them. 

This  being  our  constitution,  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  settii^  our  under- 
standing to  lead  the  active  powers  continually  by  the  hand,  or  expect  to 
hold  in  contemplation  the  whole  expedience  of  every  measure  we  take  ;  the 
exercises  of  that  faculty  are  best  bestowed  in  habituating  the  internal  wheels 
of  the  machine  to  run  spontaneously  in  such  trains  as  appear  most  eligible  ■ 
when  the  lights  of  reason  idiine  clearest,  or  the  eye  of  Contemplation  has 
the  fiiliest,  distinctest  prospect  in  view ;  and  in  storing  up  nUn,  maxims, 
and  judgments  in  the  memory,  which  may  serve  oocasionaUy  for  immediate 
direction  in  shaping  our  conduct. 

For  in  time  of  action  we  have  not  leisure  to  examine  the  expedience  of 
things,  we  should  make  no  despatch  among  them  if  we  were  to  go  dxint 
it,  but  must  follow  implicitly  the  role  resolved  on,  or  the  judgment  occur- 
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ring ;  beiidei  tiiat,  what  reflection  we  are  masters  of  is  little  enough  to 
guide  na  in  making  application  of  them  to  the  particular  circamstancea  be- 
fore m  :  to  that  when  we  act  most  rationally  we  cannot  so  properly  be  eaid 
to  know  why.  aa  to  remember  that  we  formerly  did  know,  nor  do  we  march 
immediately  under  the  banner  of  reason,  but  under  tlie  leading  of  thosu 
rabaltcm  impulses  which  she  has  chosen  for  our  govcmora. 

Since  then  this  is  the  case  with  men  of  the  best  natural  and  improred 
understandings,  what  can  be  expected  from  the  bulk  of  mankind  who  want 
capacity  or  leisure  to  trace  the  long  and  intricate  line  of  expedience  ?  to 
teU  them  of  a  perpetual  dependence  upon  their  reason  is  the  same  as 
bidding  them  be  different  creatures  than  they  were  made :  they  mnst  hav« 
a  clue  put  into  their  hands  by  which  they  may  find  their  goal  without 
knowing  where  it  ties,  for  their  goal  is  happiness,  but  their  clue  will  some- 
times lead  into  labour,  trouble,  and  uneasiness,  a  road  by  which  they  little 
think  to  find  it :  and  it  behoves  every  man  so  far  as  he  is  able,  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  towards  spinning  the  clue.  For  we  were  neither  bom  nor 
talented  for  ourselves  aloae,  we  are  citizens  of  the  universe,  inhabitants  of 
the  little  comer  thereof,  the  dirty  pellet  where  we  are  now  stationed,  and 
whatever  we  can  do  for  her  compatriot  reptiles  crawling  about  ns,  is  ths 
best  thing  to  be  done  for  ourselves. 

But  rule,  custom,  and  ^hion  are  the  engines  by  which  men  may  be 
drawn  into  an  expedience  they  do  not  discern :  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
very  cautious  of  weakening  the  authority  of  a  good  rule  because  we  may 
foncy  it  needless  for  ourselves,  much  less  because  It  lies  under  some  present 
inconvenience.  It  were  to  be  wished,  that  rules  could  be  formed  attended 
with  no  inconvenience  or  mischief;  but  in  this  elemeotary  globe,  the  off- 
epriug  of  a  chaos  not  yet  grown  to  perfect  symmetry  of  parts,  we  must 
expect  to  find  nothing  good  without  ita  alloy,  so  shall  do  wisely  to  take 
the  good  with  the  bad ;  better  submit  to  one,  than  lose  the  other. 

2.  Rule  is  the  substitute  of  reason  to  direct  in  times  of  darkness  when 
there  are  not  lights,  a  blaze  sufficient  for  informing  the  underatanding,  and 
to  restrain  the  ravings  of  appetite  by  its  authority:  abut  to  do  the  latter  there 
must  be  an  attachment  to  it,  and  it  must  itself  have  grown  into  something 
of  an  appetite,  for  else  it  will  remain  en  unavailing  speculation  which  can 
only  serve  to  make  our  errors  wil&l,  because  it  is  the  departure  from  a 
known  rule  which  renders  a  procedure  faulty ;  agreeably  to  what  St.  Paul 
has  remarked,  that  where  there  is  no  law  there  can  be  do  transgression. 

But  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  many  rules  to  answer  the  several 
exigenraes  that  may  occur,  for  where  they  are  few,  they  will  be  too  general 
to  serve  for  direction  in  particular  cases,  without  a  greater  strength  of  reason 
than  we  have  to  employ  :  but  when  numerous,  it  is  unavoidable  that  they 
must  sometimes  clash,  and  hence  arise  the  perplexities  we  meet  with  in  the 
practice  of  morality ;  for  where  there  is  but  one  rule  applicable  to  the 
business  in  hand,  the  road  is  plain,  so  that  we  cannot  miss  of  it  unless  by 
want  of  resolution  to  execute  what  we  know  ;  but  when  two  rules  point  to 
opposite  measures,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  know  whether  we  have  taken 
the  right,  or  the  wrong. 

A  man  is  ui^ed  by  his  bcne&ctor  to  wbat  he  thinks  not  quite  expedient 
for  the  public,  his  service  is  due  to  both,  which  then  shall  he  prefer  ?  why 
the  pnblic  undoubtedly,  whose  interests  he  lies  under  a  higher  obligation 
of  pursuing  than  those  of  any  single  person  whoever :  so  you  think  here  is  a 
clear  decision  of  the  point  if  he  have  but  virtue  enough  to  follow  it ;  and 
indeed  there  is  in  matters  of  importance,  but  is  the  delusion  etjnally  dear 
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in  tbings  of  smftller  coaceni  7  what  if  his  friend  desires  i'yeBcfa  wine,  miMt 
he  not  gratif]'  him  for  fe&r  of  encouraging'  «  trade  detrnDenta]  to  the 
public?  for  a  man  ma;  be  faultily  acrai>uloiie,  as  well  as  kudably  conadm* 
tioas :  bot  who  can  distinguish  precisely  in  all  cases  between  trifles,  and 
matters  of  comequence  to  the  public,  whicfa  ao  mtes  of  ayHity,  cortom,  or 
private  obligatiofi  on^t  ever  to  supersede  ?  aiid  in  cotmnon  tmuactions 
there  ii  a  rnle  of  justice  and  of  equity  requiring  an  exact  impartiality  to 
all,  yet  something  is  due  to  favour  and  to  private  pmdence  ;  but  it  is  hard 
to  settle  the  precise  bovodariefe  between  them  so  as  nerer  to  stand  at  a  loss 
in  what  instances  we  are  to  side  with  a  friend,  or  deal  equitably  with  a 
stranger,  to  take  care  of  ouraehFcs  in  a  bargain,  or  proceed  witti  an  honest, 
open  Bimplicity. 

These  difficulties  have  been  made  the  anhject  of  declamations  wherewith 
to  exercise  scholan  in  the  art  of  prudence ;  and  we  nay  find  some  of  them 
canvassed  in  Tully's  offices  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  smooth  them  all,  nor 
^ould  we  be  mncb  gainers  if  they  could  be  totally  removed,  because  they 
put  ns  opon  exerting  ovr  ondentanding  to  extricate  ourselves  out  at  them. 
Experience  shows  the  Itttje  avail  of  those  tomes  of  casuistry  which  have 
hcea  compiled  in  former  times,  attempting  to  frame  rules  for  eveiy  occa- 
sion that  can  happen,  rules  for  governing  the  exceptions  to  be  made  is 
fhose  rules,  and  settling  the  precedence  among  them  :  if  such  a  scheme 
could  be  completed  so  as  to  suit  every  one's  apprehension,  we  should  then 
Eve  by  apprehension  alone,  having  no  use  for  our  rational  faculty  to  deb- 
berate,  to  weigh,  to  balance,  and  strike  out  new  lights  for  onraelves. 

Bat  we  hirve  all  some  httle  portion  of  onderstandtng  given  ns  which  will 
admit  of  improvement  by  continual  use,  and  though  we  can  seldom  act 
entirely  by  reason  we  may  often  take  assistance  from  it  in  the  construction 
and  application  of  om"  rules,  in  comparing  them  together,  penetrating  into 
the  spirit  of  tbem,  and  trying  them  by  the  more  general  f^m  whence  they 


If  whenever  &t  eye  sees  double  so  that  the  point  of  rectitude  appears  on 
opposite  sides,  we  could  look  along  the  line  of  expedience  to  its  origin  the' 
greater  good,  we  might  then  infidUbly  distingui^  the  reality  tron  die  ^i- 
pearaftce :  but  since  opportunities  for  such  large  discernment  very  rarely 
'  happen,  the  sole  remedy  to  supply  the  want  of  it  lies  in  determining  (he 
precedency  of  our  rules,  and  settling  the  degrees  of  authority  among  ^m, 
BO  that  we  may  know  which  ought  to  sup^sede  another  by  the  stock  we 
shoiild  feel  upon  breaking  through  it :  but  then  great  care  mnst  be  taken, 
that  some  secret  jH-ejudice  do  not  intrude  in  the  deeieiAn,  and  the  vexation- 
of  disappointing  some  favourite  inclination  be  not  mistaken  for  the  shock  ot 
an  ofience  against  rectitude ;  for  it  is  very  common  for  self-interest  to  per- 
vert judgment,  and  for  desire  to  assume  the  garb  and  likeness  of  a  rule. 

Therefore  it  is  ttie  part  of  every  man  to  add  what  he  can  to  the  sa&ction 
of  salutary  rules,  and  preserve  Ae  subordination  among  them,  which  be 
may  be  encouraged  to  db  for  his  own  sake  as  well  as  that  of  the  genenu 
fity ;  for  nobody  can  attain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  points  neceKary 
for  his  conduct  so  as  to  proceed  by  science  in  all  the  several  branches  of  iCr 
but  he  that  is  ^le  to  prescribe  in  soma  things  may  be  ^ad  to  follow  the 
leading  of  his  neighbours  in  others.  Nor  how  well  soever  he  may  be  qua- 
lified in  point  of  ^lU  to  prescribe,  has  any  of  ua  anthority  enoogh  to  attempt  it 
with  probability  of  bucccsb  ;  therefore  we  diall  be  most  serviceable  by  join- 
ing in  witii  our  example  and  recommendation  to  add  weight  to  the  but  of 
those  whid)  are  already  prerailing. 
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3.  But  as  tite  beet  plants  are  qtt  to  Imwiate  if  not  earcfullj  mtebed 
and  ikilfully  tended,  bo  tbe  «tticbmeat  to  nlcs  aomctnoet  grows  too 
etrong,  making  them  a  clog  inetead  of  a  help  to  our  motions  ;  tiie  hunger 
and  diirst  after  righteouaneae  toraa  into  a  vitiated  appetite  prodiuang 
righteoujuteas  ovtamtich,  and  the  lortt  of  rectitude  becantea  a  preciaeneai 
and  rigidity  nnplioDt  to  the  common  occastom  ot  life.  Thia  indeed  addom 
hftppens.  aiid  then  it  is  by  an  attacbncBt  to  one  or  tvo  favourite  rolea  in 
nej^ect  of  all  tbe  leat,  for  vtule  we  pa;  a  due  regard  to  them  all  tbej  will  - 
moderate  oae  another,  oa  sohiait  to  the  moderation  of  aober  judgment. 
But  as  they  are  not  all  to  be  leAtned  at  once,  far  knowledgB  CMeea  bj  alow 
degrece,  I  ahonid  wish  to  see  joang  pct^de  a.  little  orerscrupolous  in  ^ber- 
ing  to  the  few  they  agre  accfuaiBted  vidt,  for  the  atme  retiou  th&t  Cicero 
Uked  better  to  find  im  sdwliff  in  litetoric  exuberant  than  bwren ;  becMiae 
luxuriance  is  nw^  eoaier  eared  than  aterillty,  as  a  vigoroes  jdant  nu^  be 
pruned  with  less  tronblft  than  yon  can  namiBh  up  «  weakt^.  Fv  the  over- 
stiict  will  ran  themsdves  into  inconTtnienccs  whidi  must  teach  them  expe- 
hene»  to  comet  their  cttm.  bat  the  licenttooa  can  never  be  nuide  semiUe, 
how  severely  soever  they  aixtkr  by  their  licentionsneBi,  becHKe  hsTing  no 
obtem^ot)  they  oannot  pro&t  by  expcrimee;  besides  in  one  case  you  will 
have  appetite,  ^  natural  propenaity  to  ease  and  plenaiite,  and  the  woiid  to 
aaeist  you,  whereas  in  the  other  theywffl  all  join  sticagly  with  the  enemy. 

The  gretfeat  nystake*  spring  from  an  apprehennon  of  intrinsic  vabie  in 
rules,  whereaa  neidier  the  rnks  of  rdigion,  nor  of  rectitude,  nor  of  honour, 
nor  of  pntdence,  are  good  in  tbemaelves :  they  are  oidy  Duasnrcs  tending 
to  a  good  beyond,  they  are  expedients  to  make  up  for  ouTHfaart-aightedneaB, 
and  supply  the  place  of  reason ;  therefore,  when  recourse  can  be  had  to  the 
principal,  the  authority  of  tiK  subetttute  is  stqwraeded.  So  it  bdiores  os  to 
study  the  uses  of  oer  acveral  nles,  and  where  they  can  be  discerned,  no 
attachment  to  tbe  letter  ought  to  withhold  us  from  procuring  the  spirit,  or 
gaining  the  end,  proposed  therein  by  any  nwtboda  most  efiiectaal  for  the 
purpose. 

But  then  the  dtscerament  ought  to  be  vuy  dear,  Ibr  tbe  presnn^on  lies 
always  strongly  on  the  side  of  received  rales ;  nor  mnat  the  jndgmcnt  be 
passed  upon  a  sii^le  inconvenience,  bat  computation  likewise  be.  made  (rf 
the  mjechjefa  that  may  eueee  at  otber  times,  either  to  the  public  or  oar- 
selves,  i^on  invalidating  their  force.  Sudi  discernment  is  most  l&ely  to  be 
had  where  it  appeaesevidently  there  has  been  an  iteration  of  circunatancea, 
which  may  render  a  rate  hurtful  that  was  highly  beneficial  before,  or  iriiere 
it  has  been  judpebly  misonderstood,  or  where  there  is  a  peculiarity  of  aitn- 
ation  incompatible  with  the  practice  of  it. 

Bnt  thoi^h  nilee  ought  to  be  founded  on  reason,  sometimes  the  rcMon  is 
none  other  than  for  regnlarity  and  method  sake,  in  which  case  they  may  be 
BO  far  arbitrary  or  accidental  as  to  give  a  preference  between  fisrms  perfectly 
iudiSerent  before.  If  there  be  a  long  cauaewfqr  with  a  hollow  way  by  the 
ude,  it  is  all  one  irtiether  the  passengers  going  and  coming  give  each 
other  the  right  hand  or  the  left,  yet  when  one  haa  been  pib^ed  npon,  it 
would  cause  great  confusion  to  break  into  it.  Men  acting  in  concert  can 
perform  much  more  than  if  each  were  left  to  take  his  own  way,  but  there 
is  no  uniting  forces  nnleas  all  will  aubmit  to  some  rule :  and  a  aingle  person 
may  dispatch  his  wock  quicker  bv  adhering  to  the  method  he  hadpresmbed 
himself  at  first,  though  perhapa  there  are  a  hundred  other  methoda.  whiclt 
might  have  answered  his  purpose  as  well .  One  principal  benefit  of  goxem- 
mcnt  and  subordination  is  that  the  words  of  a  superior  mas  be  a  rale  to  his 
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dependante,  whereby  nnmben  are  made  to  join  in  the  same  work,  and 

act  at  effectually  aa  if  the  Btreng:th  of  aU  could  be  gathered  into  a  aingle 

person. 

4.  The  proper  sanction  of  rules  is  fear,  ahame,  or  obligation ;  there  ia 
always  something  irksome  and  restrictive  in  them  which  we  do  not  choose, 
but  Habmit  to  through  necessity  :  to,  rule  is  the  same  as  to  govern,  and  the 
ruling  poBBion  does  not  deserve  its  appellation  for  the  pleasure  it  gives  when 
followMl  with  full  acquiescence  and  consent  of  mind,  but  because  it  acta  aa 
an  imperious  tyrrmt  driving  upon  difficulties  and  &tigues,  and  forcing  us  to 
do  things  against  onr  judgment.  Indeed,  while  we  can  hold  the  benefits 
attainable  by  a  rule  strongly  in  contemplatioD,  the  desire  of  them  may  take 
oat  all  spice  of  irksomeceas  belonging  to  it,  yet  still  the  end  remains  the  sole 
object  of  our  choice,  and  we  pursue  the  means  because  obliged  thereto  by 
their  being  necessary  to  compass  our  end.  When  roles  are  grown  familiar 
and  the  practice  of  them  spontaneous,  so  that  it  becomes  easier  to  fcdlow 
them  than  abstain,  they  lose  their  essence  though  they  retain  thdr  name ; 
being  now  no  longer  ndea  governing  the  conduct,  but  habits  or  ways  of 
acting  fallen  currently  into,  without  care  or  reflection. 

But  the  language  of  mankind  is  not  ao  accurate  as  to  keep  the  terms 
always  strictly  to  the  same  signification,  therefore  it  is  usual  to  call  those 
babitt  by  the  name  of  rules  which  were  first  contracted  under  the  idea  of 
obligation,  by  the  necessity  c^  escaping  some  mischief  or  insuring  some 
desirable  benefit.  Hence  comes  it  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
leading  a  regular  life,  and  living  by  rule ;  the  one  is  pleasant,  easy,  smooth, 
and  dispatchful,  the  other  uuengaging,  toilsome,  stiff,  and  generally  waiteM 
both  of  time  and  strength. 

Persons  who  Uve  by  rule,  though  of  their  own  Awning,  and  many  tiroes 
whimsical  enough,  are  not  esteemed  to  pass  their  time  the  most  pleamnsbly 
while  they  make  a  point  of  proceeding  in  certain  particular  fcHms  and  me- 
thods, for  they  still  act  under  an  obligation  though  imposed  by  them*- 
selves  ;  their  movements  are  not  a  whit  the  less  a  task  for  being  a  task  of 
their  own  setting.  Wherefore  prudence  should  incline  as  to  set  onrselves 
such  tasks  as  may  grow  into  engaging  and  profitable  habits,  for  then  we 
may  get  into  a  course  of  acting  accordiog  to  rule  without  being  restrained 
by  it :  that  this  is  possible,  appears  in  matters  of  language  ;  those  who" 
speak  correctly  never  deviate  from  the  rules  of  grammar,  yet  never  are 
guided  by  them  nor  once  think  of  them  :  it  is  wdl  known  how  laborious 
are  the  exercises  of  schoolboys  while  forced  to  put  their  words  together  by 
rules,  but  when  the  structure  of  phrase  has  become  hmiliar  to  them,  there 
is  an  end  of  rule,  whose  use  ceases  in  proportion  as  a  regulari^  of  diction 
grows  to  be  hsbitnal :  and  we  learn  upon  the  authority  of  Cicero,  that  the 
rules  taught  by  rhetoricians  were  not  of  their  own  invention  but  drawn 
from  obaervation  upon  the  ways  of  managing  an  argument  practised  by 
orators.  So  that  the  purpose  of  rules  is  nothing  more  then  to  lead  into 
that  regularit)'  of  speech,  and  of  working  the  springs  of  persuasion,  which 
was  first  acquired  without  any  rule  at  all ;  and  the  effect  of  proficienqt  in 
learoiug  ia  to  get  rid  of  the  necessity  of  rules. 

The  same  it  ia  with  the  arts  of  religion,  morality  and  prudence;  vremust 
submit  to  rules  at  first,  some  of  them  irksome  and  rigorous  enough  to  the 
novice,  and  this  is  the  thorny  way  leading  into  virtue ;  but  trouble  is  not 
wisdy  undertaken  unless  for  the  sake  of  that  ease  which  ia  the  child  of  ex 
pertnesa,  therefore  our  business  is  by  a  steady  adherence  to  salutary  rules 
to  bring  the  mind  as  fast  as  possible  into  a  liking  of  them  and  turn  them 
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into  habiti ;  for  then  imsgination  will  be  diadplined  to  ran  montaneonaly 
in  legulftT  traina  moat  oondnciTe  to  OUT  benefit,  uid  deeire  viD  anticipate 
judgment  by  prompting  continually  to  the  very  connee  which  that  would 
recommend :  and  then  are  we  past  the  thorny  way,  uid  arrived  in  the  de- 
lightful champaign,  where  ell  is  smooth,  and  clear,  and  engaging. 

NeverthelMa,  while  grovelling  in  this  vale  of  mortality,  we  shall  still  find 
many  qnarteis  of  the  coimtry  beset  with  the  like  thoTTia,  throogii  which  we 
most  open  onrsetvei  a  passage  by  the  like  reiolntion  and  penererance, 
striving  to  work  as  many  beaten  road*  as  we  can,  that  we  may  rangeabont 
in  porsuit  of  our  own  advantagea  and  those  of  onr  neighbonr,  inth  the 
better  ease  and  dispatch. 

5.  There  is  an  affinity  between  role,  habit,  and  cn>tom,  for  they  all  tend 
to  produce  a  uniformity  of  conduct,  to  prevent  onr  motions  from  being  de< 
soltory,  and  join  them  together  into  certain  conrves.  Role,  as  1  said  be- 
fore, is  generally  fbonded  on  obligation,  and  begun  with  some  d^ree  of  re- 
luctance ;  but  custom  is  oftener  fallen  into  accidentally,  or  introduced  by 
convenience,  or  if  it  were  sometimei  imposed  by  rule,  the  origin  is  nsnally 
forgotteD,  and  men  follow  it  without  other  reason  than  because  they  see 
it  followed. 

There  is  often  a  very  strong  attachment  to  customs,  not  only  for  the 
trouble  and  awkwardness  found  in  going  an  unbeaten  road,  but  for  ike  vene- 
ration tbey  are  had  in,  which  raises  a  kind  of  a  scrnple  of  conscience  against 
departing  from  them ;  they  are  conceived  to  be  good  in  themselves,  to  make 
a  rectitnde ;  for  it  is  a  constant  argument  among  the  common  people,  that 
a  thing  must  be  done,  and  ought  to  be  done,  because  it  alwajrs  has  been 
done.  History  produces  instances  of  insurrections  that  have  been  raised  by 
endeavouring  to  put  people  out  of  an  insignificant,  and  periiaps  inconvenient 
custom ;  and  every  nation  esteems  its  Own  customs  wise,  becoming,  and 
land^e,  but  those  of  other  coontries  absurd  and  ridiculous.  Many  forms 
in  religion  have  been  held  sacred  and  stickled  for,  fox>th  and  nail,  witbonf: 
other  reason  assigned,  than  their  ancient  and  general  usage,  and  yon  may 
observe  people,  very  different  with  respect  to  tbe  principles  of  their  sect,  sub- 
mit to  many  inconvenienceB,  rather  than  be  put  out  of  the  way  they  have 
been  accustomed  to. 

Nor  does  the  prevalence  stop  at  actions,  it  reaches  to  the  sentiments  too ; 
for  men  have  as  high  a  veneration  for  theh"  usnal  ways  of  thinking  as  of  be- 
haviour ;  what  they  never  questioned  in  their  own  minds,  and  never  heard 
questioned,  passes  for  an  innate  principle,  a  self-evident  truth,  needing  no 
evidence  to  support  it,  and  which  no  evidence  can  overthrow.  It  was  upon 
this  foundation  1  suppose  that  Lucretius  asserted  so  roundly  that  nothing  ex- 
cept body  can  touch  or  be  touched,  and  that  there  can  be  no  understanding 
unless  in  a  human  shape,  because  he  had  never  seen  an  intelligent  creature 
in  any  other.  And  this  I  suspect  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  speculative  athe- 
ism i  for  being  constantly  accustomed  to  the  operations,  and  to  seek  for  the 
causes  of  all  phenomena  in  die  qualities  of  matter,  men  cannot  bring  their 
imagination  to  depart  from  its  customary  track  so  for  as  to  conceive  any 
otlier  power  to  c^)erata, 

T^s  likevrise  makes  it  so  extremely  hard  to  distingnlsh  between  creation 
and  compoution,  or  change  of  form,  between  essence  and  existence,  between 
the  accession  of  quality  and  production  of  substance,  because  it  has  been 
always  customary  to  apprehend  things  by  their  qualities,  to  give  them  new 
names  when  in  aasorbnent  which  they  had  not  while  separate,  and  esteem 
them  different  Beings  from  their  constituent  parts.  This  keeps  men  so  littl* 
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■cqnaiiited  with  their  real  BelveB,  and  vherein  their  penonnlity  conditt,  be- 
cause  they  have  been  cooitantly  aoenstomed  to  dmomiDate  the  person  by 
the  bodUy  appeueaoe  (xt  the  chuncto',  and  because  they  never  remember 
themtdves  ezistiiig  vithoot  organs,  therefore  count  the  organs  component 
parts  of  themselves. 

NevatbeleascustomhasitBiuee,  and  those  not  incoasidersble,  as  well  for 
thinking  as  actjog ;  our  mrest  rauKininga  proceed  upon  principles  already 
known  and  never  doabted  of,  some  cnstomary  a])prehBiiaipns  onut  iscrre  for 
the  beuB  even  of  those  discoveries  which  wean  us  .Iram  otheivi  'Onr  know- 
ledge of  OQ  immsterial  agent  springs  from  having  ooBitantJiy  obaerved  iip«B 
every  dose  examination  into  ^e  operations  of  matter,  that  it  never  begina 
nor  tnereases  an  impnbe,  bnt  only  trauiaitB  pretitdy  the  same  it  had  re- 
ceived from^sewhere.  ,  . 

Cnstom  begets  expotneas  and  renders  things  esay  whidi  were  difficult 
and  irksome  before ;  it  gives  ns  our  erect  postnre,  for  nature  made  na  prone 
like  the  beasts,  and  endows  us  with  speech  which  one  cannot  soppoee  the 
fint  moi  leamt,  nor  cm  yon  teach  yonr  children  by  rale  tad  gnunowrt  tt 
cements  society,  for  nothing  knits  men  so  firmly  together  ae  a  oomfnniuon  (^ 
usages,  and  if  yoa  know  the  customs  of  a  country  you  may  know  where  t^ 
find  company,  and  how  to  join  with  theia  io  their  ways  of  proceeding ;  it  is 
the  retuler  to  dispense  the  useful  imports  of  science  among  the  vnlgar,  in 
whom  many  piactices  of  Religioa,  of  good  polity,  the  msnagonent  of  their 
children,  and  measures  of  private  prodeooe,  ore  mere  costom.  thon^^  intro- 
doced  originally  by  wisdom,  extensive  discenunent,  and  mature  deliberatton : 
nor  is  there  any  morhant  in  knowledge  of  so  universal  correspondence  us 
to  import  oommodiUes  of  all  kinds,  bnt  must  still  resort  to  the  shop  of  gene- 
ral usage  for  seme  things,  nor  has  a  bettor  cceson  to  give  for  memy  of  hia 
jveceedinga,  than  becaoae  other  people  do. the  like:  it  multiplies  engage* 
ments,  and  eivea  currency  to  the  buunese  of  life,  for  most  men  would  staod 
idle  unless  when  some  urgent  deore  is  afloat,  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  dtspoee 
of  themselves  if  there  were  not  certwn  cnstomary .  methods  of  employing 
their  time.  Though  it  tnflnences  by  attraction  vriUioiit  adjfreseing  to  tha 
reason,  yet  it  always  carries  the  presamption  oC  reaam  on  ila  jude.  for  ooboify 
would  begin  a  peniidous  or  incooTenient  custom ;  andaonetimea  it  makea 
reaaon,  for  where  there  are  several  roads  of  equal  kagth  kading  to  the 
•ame  place,  the  beaten  is  always  the  smoothest,  the  aidcat,  and  tte  Mioit 
aodaUe. 

But  cnstoma  may  become  bad  b^  an  alteration  of  duuaotera  or  circam- 
itances,  or  may  have  been  fallen  into  unthinkingly  without  sufficient  in- 
formation on  the  inconveniences  attending  them :  therefore  it  is  dangeiona 
to  cmtrect  soch  an  attachment  for  old  usages,  as  no  eiperience  nor  coiii- 
sidnation  can  loosen,  for  nothingought  to  supenede  the  antbtaity  of  reason 
when  the  judgments  of  it  are  dear  :  to  follow  any  inferior,  guide  implidtly 
is  slavery,  not  diadpliiie :  but  then  we  ought  to  be  very  inre  of  having  a 
good  wairaat  iia  the  liberties  taken  with  prevailing  custom*,  for  the  burden 
of  the  proof  lies  strongly  npon  him  that  would  impeach  them;  namanis 
justified  in  breaking  them,  because  he  does  not  see  their  expedience,  nor 
unless  he  plainly  sees  a  mischief  attending  them. 

6.  Rule  operates  as  a  motive  of  necessity  to  esciqw  an.  evil  or  damage 
coosequent  upon  the.n^lect  of  it,  CusUmd  as  a  motive  of  use  for  some  rral 
or  imaginary  eipedimce  apprehended  in  it,  and  Fashion  as  a  motive  of 
honour  being  followed  to  raise  our  credit,  or  save  ns  from  discredit.  Iltcre 
i*  a  similitude  between  the  three,  they  often  rise  from  one  ancrther,  and 
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g;row  into  one  tnother,  and  common  langua^  is  not  m>  exact  as  to  prevent 
their  being  apolcen  of  pn>mi«caoiiBlf ;  but  if  we  make  the  distinction,  thou 
seem  to  be  the  proper  marks  for  aacertaining  it :  for  a  man  in  a  desolate 
island  might  form  mlea  for  his  conduct,  and  fall  into  some  cnstomarr 
methods  ot  employing  his  time,  but  could  never  have  any  sncli  thing  a* 
fiisbion. 

The  proper  province  dt  ftuhion  lies  in  little  matters,  socli  as  dress,  fonii- 
ture,  diversions,  equipage,  disposition  of  houses  and  gardens,  compliments, 
variations  of  language  or  of  idioms,  and  the  like,  for  which  there  is  not  pro- 
vision made  by  the  other  two :  therefore  it  has  the  greatest  inflaence  npon 
persons  of  moch  liberty  and  much  leisure,  or  in  hoars  of  leisure  upon  high- 
days  and  holidays,  at  least  in  this  country,  where  dot  ortiicerH  think  nothing 
of  it  while  busied  at  their  work,  but  the  French  carpenter  cannot  saw  his 
boards  without  a  long  pig-tail  and  ruffled  shirt,  nor  calling  to  his  fellow. 
Monsieur,  have  the  goodness  to  readi  me  that  file.  It  stands  in  lieu  of  all 
obligations  with  the  ladies  who  tend  a  sick  relation,  take  care  of  their  chil- 
dren, go  to  church,  tnd  perform  the  moet  important  duties,  because  what 
would  people  say  ?  how  strange  and  odd  it  would  look  if  th^  were  to  omit 
them.  Nor  are  some  men  behindhand  with  the  fair  sex  in  aHegmg  for  justi- 
fication of  what  they  do  in  preservation  of  their  estates  or  maintenance  of 
their  rights,  that  otherwise  they  should  be  Unghed  at :  as  if  there  were  no 
other  grounds  of  conduct  than  the  estimation  of  the  world.  In  short,  per- 
haps there  is  more  honesty  and  good  order  produced  among  us  by  the  fear  of 
one  anotbo'a  censure,  than  of  the  divine  judgments,  the  stings  of  conscience, 
or  the  rntroBidies  of  our  own  reason. 

As  fouion  prevails  by  the  desire  of  admiration  and  shame  of  discredit,  it 
necesearily  occasions  perpetual  flnctnationa  in  matters  of  indifference,  some 
taking  up  nevr  modes  to  Hi»rtngniah  them  from  the  vulgar,  and  the  vulgar 
creeping  after  them  as  fast  as  tbey  can,  to  put  an  end  to  that  distinction 
by  which  they  are  mortified.  So  the  contest  rises  upon  mnch  the  same 
foundation  with  that  between  Pompey  and  CwMr :  the  courtier  cannot  bear 
an  equal,  nor  the  citizen  a  superior ;  the  country  dame  would  have  you  ready 
to  think  she  had  lived  in  Loudon  all  her  life,  and  the  town  lady  strives  to 
make  tiie  difierence  so  grcftt  yon  (Day  see  it  a  mile  off. 

Therefore  the  reoommendation  of  a  fashion  is  not  that  it  is  the  prettiest, 
the  neatest,  the  most  commodious,  or  most  useful,  but  the  newest,  and 
adcqited  by  persons  of  highest  rank  in  the  place :  nor  does  there  need  other 
recommaudatioD,  bD  others  being  virtually  contained  in  that,  for  novelty 
and  high  example  will  make  things  beautiful  and  useful  diat  were  never 
esteemed  ao  before,  nor  ever  wilt  be  again  when  those  causes  cease. 

How  eombersome,  how  ugly,  bow  ridionlonB  do  we  think  the  mfis  and 
farthingales  of  former  timesl  yet  no  doubt  they  were  vastljj  pret^  when 
in  vogue,  and  oar  great  grand-mothers  could  trip  aboat  as  nimbly  in  them 
as  OUT  daughters  can  in  their  wide  fiat  hoops,  made,  like  the  mercer's 
counter,  to  set  off  the  silk  rather  than  the  wearer.  He  mothers  dioose 
their  n-naments  for  the  intrinsic  value,  a  few  diamonds  of  good  water,  or 
string  of  oriental  pearl,  were  thought  to  ootshine  a  multitude  cS  tawdry 
trinkets ;  bnt  now  if  there  are  any  real  jewels  they  most  be  overwhelmed 
with  a  profusion  of  £slse  stones  and  silver  flourishing,  to  be  new  set  every 
two  years ;  and  the  ears  are  often  loaded  with  French  paste,  coloured  glass, 
and  other  fiutartic  baubles.  A  few  years  ago  the  hoop  could  not  be 
pretty  nnleta  it  rose  on  each  side  in  a  camel's  hump,  so  that  the  sleeres  wera 
2ita 
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forced  to  be  stiffened  and  made  to  ttand  np  like  a  bantam's  co«i  tail,  tiiat 
they  might  not  hitch  in  the  petticawt.  One  prindpal  eoorce  of  beauty  in 
expression ;  bnt  it  is  long  met  the  bean,  almost  throttled  in  a  large  soli- 
taire, and  his  hair  strained  tight  to  the  bag,  till  ready  to  start  from  the 
temples,  was  thought  to  appear  most  charming  mider  an  expression  of  the 

I  was  grievously  mortified  the  other  day  on  happening  unthinkingly  to 
prtxluce  ten  pennyworth  of  half-pence  out  of  my  pockets  in  presence  of  a 
fine  gentleman ;  he  raised  a  violent  outcry  upon  me  for  the  absurdity  itf 
loading  myself  with  such  an  enormous  weight,  and  of  such  filthy  nutal 
Ihat  one  could  not  touch  without  daubing  one's  fingers ;  now  he  always 
logs  about  a  swinging  sword  vrith  him  that  weighs  ten  times  as  much  as 
my  half-pence,  and  has  left  an  indelible  mark  of  its  neatness  in  a  long 
sooty  smudge  upon  the  lining  of  my  coach ;  but  I  durst  not  retort  upon 
him,  becaose  I  knew  very  well  that  feshion  has  a  magical  power  to  inake 
anything  light  or  heavy,  cleanly  or  nasty,  by  a  lang-h  or  an  exclamation. 

Nor  does  fkatuon  want  the  like  power  in  other  in«iTim»^Hi  to  ^snge  the 
qualities  and  appearances  of  things :  we  prefer  dry  veal  becaose  it  is  white, 
and  adulterated  bread  for  the  like  reason,  taking  for  our  snpport  a  withered 
keds  instead  of  (he  staff  of  life  :  we  admire  white  ashes  and  stewed  cucum- 
bers that  look  as  if  they  had  been  eaten  once  b^re,  and  garnish  the  rims 
irf  oar  dishes  with  dabs  of  chewed  greens :  boiled  rabbits  are  trosaed  up  to 
appear  as  fiightful  as  possible,  and  made  to  resemble  that  terror  of  our 
childhood  Haw  neck  and  bloody  bones.  Our  town  houses  are  thonght 
moat  commodious  when  the  family  is  squeezed  up  in  scanty  closets  for  th« 
sake  of  having  a  spadooB  hall  at  the  entrance  ;  and  in  the  country  we  an 
forced  to  cut  down  our  shady  groves  and  arbonrs,  that  a  visitor  may  have 
a  foil  view  of  the  house  htddf  a  mile  off;  thus  contriving  for  show  in  pre- 
ference to  use,  and  for  momentary  pleasures  in  prejudice  of  the  more  dura- 
ble. Persons  of  no  ear  learn  to  die  away  in  ecstacy  at  the  charms  of  mu- 
sic they  have  been  told  is  Italian :  contradictions  become  elegance  and  pro- 
priety of  language,  for  a  thing  may  be  excessively  moderate,  vastly  little, 
monstrous  pretty,  wonderous  common,  prodigious  natural,  or  devilish 
godly;  andalady  last  winterwalkingfroiB  the  next  street  to  see  my  Serena, 
told  her  she  found  the  way  she  came  along  so  dirty,  thai  in  one  part  it 
was  idMolately  impassable. 

Nor  are  the  teamed  exempt  frtuu  the  influence  of  fubion,  for  as  that 
impels  they  read  their  Cireek  by  its  own  accent,  or  by  the  Roman ;  and  in 
reading  l4itin  perpetually  make  false  quantities,  judging  of  the  sound  by  the 
spelling,  or  what  is  more  extraordinary  by  the  signification,  so  that  Cauo 
proDOunced  exacUy  in  the  same  manner  shall  nevertheless  be  a  short  sound 
when  it  signifies  I  sing,  bnt  a  long  when  construed  Grey  headed  :  snd  on 
hearing  Uie  word  Manas  you  cannot  possibly  measure  the  quantity  by  your 
ear,  until  yon  know  from  the  context  whether  it  was  used  for  both  hands 
or  only  one. 

7.  Yet  is  fiuhion  Hot  without  its  ases,  and  those  oo  contoitptible  ones : 
it  fitmishes  some  persons  with  the  whole  employment  of  their  time,  there- 
by rescuing  them  from  that  most  forlorn  condition,  the  having  absolutely 
nothing  to  do,  and  fills  up  the  vacancies  between  other  eoct^MUions  for  the 
rest  of  the  world.  How  would  the  fine  lady  or  the  pretty  gentleman 
dispose  of  tbemsdves  if  it  were  itot  for  the  labours  of  the  tcnl^te,  for  auc- 
tions, or  exhibitions,  tiil  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  duty  of  visits, 
the  attendance  at  plays,  routs,  drums,  or  Ranel^hs,  from  seven  in  tht 
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ftftcrnoon  till  one  in  the  erening  ?  and  tboM  engaged  in  any  profesnon, 
employment,  or  aoence,  might  be  at  a  Iom  for  recreation  in  their  interrals, 
if  Uiere  were  not  methods  in  vt^e  ready  marked  oat  to  their  hand.  Nay, 
periiapa  we  ploddiDg  Iblks  might  plod  on  to  onr  mischief,  like  n  hen  that 
wonld  nt  till  ahe  BtarTes  bers^,  were  w«  not  forced  off  onr  nest  hy  some 
neccMaiy  oompliBncea  with  the  mode. 

Religioa  aod  conndente  reason  can  detaroine  only  the  main  brsnchee  of 
onr  condoct,  yet  we  mnst  always  be  doing  something,  bnt  shonld  have  no 
choice  in  matters  left  indifierent  by  them,  if  we  bad  not  the  example  and 
recommendation  of  the  world  to  direct  tw.  It  is  this  inflnence  that  chiefly 
snpidies  desires,  nonriahes  habits,  eonstitntes  elegance,  and  gJTes  a  relish 
for  the  ordinary  enqtloyments  it  leads  into.  The  men  take  direction  from 
hence  what  books  to  read,  the  ladies  in  what  works  to  employ  their  needle, 
and  both  to  touch  neither  books  nor  needle  when  the  prevuling  mode  of 
the  time  or  place  happens  to  nw  against  them.  He  same  test  detennines 
what  shall  be  deemed  an  accomplit^ent,  what  game  at  cards  or  dice,  or 
what  ezerciie  shall  be  agreeable. 

Nor  is  it  in  onr  actions  alone  and  lildnga  of  eztemel  objects  that  we 
drive  inth  the  stream,  but  the  same  impnlse  likewise  guides  the  tnms  of 
ezpresHoa  and  models  the  cast  of  imagination,  as  is  evident  from  the  taste 
and  genius  peculiar  to  difierent  agea  and  countries,  which  cannot  be  owing 
to  tlK  soil  or  climate,  nor  any  other  cause  than  the  prevalence  of  custom 
drawing  thoae  who  consort  together,  into  similar  trvins  of  thinking.  Many 
order  their  household,  breed  up  th^  children,  regulate  their  expenses,  and 
take  their  most  inqtortant  measures  according  to  what  they  see  done  by 
others :  so  that  this  ties  aa  a  ready  rule  for  multitudes  who  could  not 
strike  out  any  rules  for  themselTCs  by  their  own  reason  and  observation, 
bat  mnst  else  wander  at  h^t-hazard  or  stagnate  in  maoertainty. 

And  it  is  the  easier  rale,  becaose  it  operates  by  attraction  ratter  than 
compulsion,  not  driving  npon  a  disagreeable  task,  bnt  ruring  a  good 
opinion  and  liking  of  the  pixctices  it  enjoins.  In  which  ciFcurastance  I 
wish  the  rules  of  religion  conld  be  brou^t  to  resemble  it,  and  we  might 
be  taught  as  recommended  in  Chap.  XXVI.  to  serve  (sod  in  contemplation 
of  the  benefits  accruing  therefrom,  rather  than  of  the  mischiefs  incurred  by 
disobedience.  Bat  for  snch  as  think  themselves  able  to  form  rules  upon 
the  reas(m  of  things  by  their  own  sagacity,  still  an  attention  to  general 
practice  is  not  BaperfluDOS,  tor  the  measures  of  conduct  proper  for  the 
(USerent  octairrences  in  life  are  so  various,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  man 
to  trace  them  all  to  their  foundations ;  but  he  that  is  qualified  to  lead  upon 
one  occasion,  will  find  himself  under  a  necessity  of  fbUowing  upon  others. 
Besides,  as  we  live  in  society,  conuaon  usage  makes  the  reason  in  many 
cases,  becanse  witboot  a  regard  to  that,  onr  several  manners  of  proceeding 
would  be  so  uncouth  to  one  another  that  we  could  never  join  in  interoonrse 
eiUier  for  mutual  aseistance  or  entertainment :  thertfore  when  people  are 
attached  to  their  own  particalar  w^rs,  you  find  it  very  difficuh  to  transaet 
any  bnuness,  or  partake  in  any  diveruon  with  them. 

Were  people  never  to  consort  mless  when  some  bonnese  of  importance 
brings  them  together,  occasions  of  this  sort  hiq)pen  so  rardy,  tiiey  would 
continue  in  a  manner  strangers  to  one  another ;  bnt  the  roles  of  civility  are 
the  threads  completing  the  junction  of  society  b^:uo  by  our  mutnal  needs. 
The  forms  of  good  breeding  and  general  topics  of  diecourse,  lying  upon  the 
leve,  of  every  capacity,  enter  us  into  conversation  or  serve  to  fill  up  Uw 


by  Google 


£98  RULE.  CUSTOM,  AND  FASHION. 

vacsndes  of  it,  thereby  fonuih  an  opportnni^  for  introducing  nuttcn  of 
greater  moment  without  solemnity,  for  diioemi^  one  anotfaer'a  diaractera, 
and  lead  into  the  knowledge  of  the  «<n-ld.     "Hiej  giro  a  larger  scope  to 

rl  natoie  by  preparing  a  beaten  track  wherein  to  exercise  itsdf  in  tnflea, 
how  well  soever  dispoeed.  we  Bhonld  not  know  how  to  proceed  in 
pleaung  one  another,  if  Uiere  were  not  ceitun  methods  of  behanonr  which 
AOBtom  has  made  agreeable  to  everybody. 

8.  The  Bagee  of  old  have  nmked  oourtesy  among  the  virtnes,  though  the 
kweat  of  the  nomber :  nor  ia  it  only  a  virtue  itsdf  bet  iutrodacea  a  email 
degree  of  many  otfaerv.  It  first  weans  from  boyish  humours  and  sadden 
impolsea  of  wantonness,  reconciles  to  something  of  discipline  and  orderly 
dqxstment,  curbs  the  eagemesB  of  appetite,  and  inures  to  bear  little  con- 
atiaints  and  adf-daiials ;  thus  teaching  some  small  rodiments  of  endurance 
and  forbeanncei  which  how  small  soever  are  yet  a  valuable  acquisition, 
being  one  degree  better  than  uncontrolled  licentJonsocM.  It  creates  a 
sensibility  of  approbation  and  censure  more  attentive  to  the  rectitude  of 
actions  than  to  present  pleasure  or  profit,  as  finding  superior  satitfoction  in 
the  conscionsness  of  having  acted  right,  a  di^KMttioa  rendering  the  mind 
nsoeptible  of  the  sublimest  virtues :  and  thou^  the  rale  of  rectitude  be 
br  from  the  most  perfect,  yet  is  it  of  no  small  benefit  to  mch  as  have  not 
a  better,  nor  a  useless  monitor  to  such  as  have,  for  it  has  been  constantly 
remarkol,  that  those  who  affect  an  ntter  contempt  of  the  world  always  &U 
into  some  fatal  error  or  gross  absurdity ;  for  no  man's  judgment  is-  so  com- 
plete as  to  set  him  above  learning  any  thing  frcon  his  nei^bonra. 

By  preserving  this  regard  to  others  it  throws  some  chet^  ufiaa  self- 
sufficiency,  malung  men  sensible  of  a  motnal  dq)endencei  as  it  likewise 
draws  them  nearer  to  an  idea  of  their  intrinsic  equality  by  the  afihbility 
and  oondeacemsion  it  recommends  towards  inferiors,  and  the  vcdnntuy 
respect  land  reverence,  instead  of  servile  dread  and  fwced  obeisance, 
towards  eapeiicffs.  For  in  despotic  countries,  where  the  arintiary  will  of 
the  power^  leaves  no  room  for  courtesy  to  interfere,  tiie  popslace  are 
scarce  considered  as  homan  creatures,  and  the  women  treated  as  slavea  or 
poesessions,  many  times  sold  to  the  best  bidder,  as  one  woold  a  horse  or  a 
picture. 

If  courtesy  be  the  lowest  of  the  virtues,  politeness  is  the  lowest  of  the 
sciences ;  yet  a  science  it  is,  therefore  wdl  worthy  the  carefol  attentioB  of 
Boch  as  ara  not  qualified  for  any  higher,  as  it  will  keep  them  to  such  obsa:- 
vation  and  exercise  of  their  judgment,  as  they  are  capable  of  making ;  nor 
is  it  below  the  regard  of  the  moat  profoond,  so  fiir  as  it  can  be  prosecuted 
without  intempbon  to  things  of  greater  moment,  for  it  will  make  them 
more  generally  nseful,  abating  the  sti&ess  of  the  closet,  and  enabling 
them  to  accommodate  their  conceptions  to  the  trains  of  thought  and 
expressions  cnrrent  in  the  world,  l^us  science  requires  no  great  ingenuity 
nor  laborious  application ;  a  desire  to  learn,  and  assiduity  under  the  best 
mastm,  that  is,  the  politest  company,  will  suffice ;  fiir  it  is  more  to  be 
catched  by  sympathy,  than  taught  b^  instmctioB.  It  wants  little  previous 
preparation  to  qualify  the  schcJar  for  making  proficiency,  for  a  man  may 
be  very  well  behaved  without  other  learning  than  that  gotten  mder  a 
dancing-master  to  give  an  ease  and  grace  to  his  motioDS :  yet  it  admits  (tf 
many  grafts  if  titen  be  capacity  and  inclination  cooagli  to  cuhivate  them, 
whidt  render  a  gentleman  more  accomplished,  and  afford  him  a  larger 
scope  wherein  to  exercise  his  politeness ;  such  as  music,  painting,  building, 
gai^ning,  agriculture,  maoubctares,  commerce,  chancters,  ciutoms  and 
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mniBidra  fomga  aud  donectic,  poetry,  wit  and  bomonr,  oriticitm,'  tegtdier 
with  MUih  nuattenng  of  natunl  philosophy  and  the  pnrfoimder  acienco,  u 
may  serre  to  gin  a  K^dity,  without  closing  the  eaic  or  damping  the 
IneUiieM  of  converaation :  for  good  breeding  is  moat  fully  exemplified  whea 
one  appeara  to  nndaratand  aomethiog'  of  every  thing,  but  it  is  not  aeedfiil 
to^  pame  any  thing  to  the  bottom. 

9..  It  would  be  a  vain  attempt  in  me  to  go  abotit  drawing  a  perfect 
character  of  poUtenesa,  a  qnality  for  whidi  I  never  wa*  funona  myaeV,  as 
being  too  much  taken  up  with  my  apecnlationa  to  pa^  those  aasdnitiea  to 
the  best  maaters  whidi  I  hare  just  now  pronounced  neoeeenry  for  gaining 
the  fall  and  genuine  completion  ot  politeness :  but  as  in  a  former  place  I 
have  called  it  the  skin  and  outside  of  virtue,  and  the  skin  always  cwifbrms 
ttwlf  to  the  lying  <A  the  solids  beneath,  the  shape  though  not  the  colour 
seems  to  fall  properly  within  my  province ;  and  how  deficient  soever  in  the 
practical  part,  I  may  still  examine  the  prindpal  fbondations  whereon  the 
theoty  stands  erected. 

-  Politeness  then  I  perceive  may  be  styled  the  representattve  rf  charity, 
employed  where  she  is  absent,  to  execute  her  office  in  little  matten :  for 
chwity,  thoQ^  principally  driving  at  the  sohd  good  of  onr  fellow-creatures, 
yet  whenever  opportonities  for  such  service  do  not  offer,  she  prompts  to 
please,  to  oblige,  and  to  gratify :  for  present  pleasore  is  a  good  when  not 
bringing  on  any  sabaeqnent  mischief,  and  adds  a  mite  to  the  stock  of 
h^pinesa.  In  this  respect  poUteness  imitates  her,  urging  to  the  same 
woiks  that  she  does,  dunigh  not  with  the  same  view ;  for  charity  seeketh 
eot  her  own,  she  proceeds  directly  upon  a  principle  <rf  good  mil  to  the 
party  gratified;  but  poUteness  carries  self  in  view,  ainimg  at  the  credit  of 
the  performer,  and  to  gain  the  good  lildng  of  those  whom  he  ccmvenes 
with.  Yet  is  it  a  considerable  advnntage  to  become  halntuated  to  worics  o( 
virtue,  though  done  upon  another  motive,  because  this  will  render  the 
genwne  virtue  more  easy  to  be  acquired ;  for  virtue  has  a  natural  beauty 
oigagiDg  to  most  men  while  held  in  contemplation  alone,  but  when  they 
come  to  the  jnactice,  it  is  the  difficulty  of  breaking  off  their  old  oonraes 
that  sets  them  against  her,  therefore  if  they  can  be  previondy  led  into  the 
GOBTsee  she  recommends,  this  obstacle  being  removed,  she  wiU  find  an  easy 
reception. 

Nor  is  it  unprecedented  Gxat  men  have  been  drawn  insensibly  by  the 
practice  of  good  breeding  into  a  hearty  benevolence  of  temper  :  and  I  be> 
lieve  it  will  not  be  doubted  that  in  conntries  where  civility  and  ^^ood  roan- 
nen  prevail,  there  are  more  instances  of  true  pnblic  spirit  and  disinterested 
kindness,  than  among  the  barbarous  and  uncultivated.  I  have  before  said 
that  private  affection  is  the  proper  avenue  to  Charity,  and  poUteness  helps 
omaideTably  forward  on  the  way :  affection  first  diaws  ns  oat  of  onrselves, 
hot  then  it  fixes  our  regards  upon  a  few  particalar  objects ;  whereas  polite- 
ness, likeoharity,  spreads  them  more  diffiiBely,  so  that  all  ot^ects  indifferently 
presenting  to  the  view,  become  qualified  to  attract  them. 

It  is  the  mle  of  charity  to  love  your  neighbour,  that  is,  every  poson  nho 
oomea  within  the  reach  of  your  good  offices ;  and  it  is  the  rule  trf  pt^iteness 
to  make  yomself  agreeable  to  the  company,  whatever  powtns  it  happens  to 
consist  of.  As  the  one  covers  a  multitude  of  sins,  so  the  other  covers  a 
nnhitade  of  defects  :  if  there  be  any  imperfection  or  deformity,  any  coarse- 
ness or  inelegance  of  dress,  gesture,  or  language,  any  mark  of  ignoranee  or 
pecoUarity,  any  variance  of  sentiment,  it  overlooks  them  aU,  and  strives  to 
Hiit  itself  to  the  taste  of  those  that  are  present. 
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Superior  akill  uid  ability,  ob  all  talents  ought,  are  esteemed  given  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  and  employed  for  the  greater  eaae  and  entertainmeDt  of 
■ach  aa  want  them ;  so  that  imbecility  of  all  kinds  gives  the  larger  title  to 
deference  and  oomplusance.  llie  weaker  sex,  who  in  nnpolished  ootmtries 
are  considered  as  the  property  of  the  stronger,  have  by  ^  the  greater 
share  both  of  the  legislative  and  executive  Buthority  in  the  kingdom  of 
foshiou :  they  are  likewise  the  depositaries  and  judges  in  matters  rdating  to 
form  and  ceremony,  so  that  the  soldier,  the  scholar,  the  divine,  and  the 
metaphyiician,  onddlled  in  the  niceties  of  ceremonial  law,  stand  in  awe  of 
their  decisions ;  as  Hector  dreaded  the  Troadas  elkisepeplons,  the  IVojan 
ladies  with  their  sweeping  trains. 

As  politeness  stands  in  the  passage  between  afilection  and  charity,  it  as- 
sumes the  conntcnance  of  the  farmer  as  vrell  as  of  the  latter ;  whoever 
makeaone  in  the  circle  around  yon  is  to  be  treated  as  your  particular  friend; 
you  are  to  rejoice  in  whatever  has  fallen  out  to  his  <mBhes,  and  sympathize 
with  his  displeasnrea,  to  be  solicitous  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  his 
relations  or  intimates,  and  tbke  his  part  against  all  that  are  absent,  to  ex- 
press a  predilection  of  hia  persoo,  an  esteem  of  his  qaalificatjons  and  defe* 
rence  to  his  judgment,  or  if  keeping  op  theballof  disconrse  yon  may  offer  a 
variation  of  opinion,  it  must  be  doile  by  way  of  suggestion  in  order  only  to 
obtain  his  determination.  The  polite  man  has  no  will  of  his  own.bnt  takes 
the  pleasure  of  the  company  for  the  guidance  of  hie  motions  :  he  is  superior 
to  pain,  for  if  hia  tooth  aches  or  shoe  pinches  him,  he  most  not  make  wry 
faces,  nor  complain  test  it  gives  other  people  uneasiness :  he  has  the  stoic^ 
apathy  capable  of  making  all  things  indigent  and  submitting  his  homoars 
to  those  of  any  body  else ;  no  perturbation,  anxiety,  nor  eagernesa,  bnt 
possesses  a  calm,  unruffled  serenity,  and  proceeds  with  awakeni^  ease  which 
is  the  child  of  expertness  not  of  indolence.  If  anything  of  contention  be 
unavoidable,  he  shows  a  reluctance  in  entering  upon  it,  manages  it  with 
tenderness  and  good  manners,  and  never  suffers  you  to  think  his  esteem  or 
good-will  suspended  for  a  moment.  Upon  proper  occasions  he  can  give 
advice  without  insulting,  admonish  of  an  indiscretion  without  displeasing, 
and  rally  without  giving  oSence. 

AsBurance  or  courage  ia  a  necessary  ingredient  of  politeness,  for  if  people 
are  satisfied  yon  could  do  a  rude  thing  if  you  had  a  mind  but  never  have 
that  mind  in  any  single  instance,  your  merit  is  greater  with  them,  than  if 
complaisance  were  forced  from  you  by  dread  of  their  oensnres :  for  there 
is  a  difference  between  respect  and  servile  fear,  the  one  is  amiable,  the  other 
contemptible.  Some,  who  would  be  thought  extremely  well  bred,  how 
obsequiously  soever  they  behave  to  everybody  in  their  presence,  make  a 
practice  of  censuring,  criticizing,  and  calumniating  them  as  soon  as  their 
backs  are  turned :  now  with  submission  to  the  best  mistresses  in  the  science, 
this  seems  to  me  a  defect  of  politeness ;  perhaps  I  may  be  misled  by  my 
notion  of  its  similitude  with  charity,  which  hopeth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  and  thinketh  no  evil;  but  to  my  apprehension,  the  essence  of  poUte- 
heae  requiring  a  dispassionate  temper,  whatever  betrays  the  mailu  of  envy, 
rancour,  animou^,  ill-nature,  or  other  intemperance  of  mind,  mnst  be  in- 
consistent with  it.  One  may  indeed  gratify  the  humours  of  the  company 
by  depreciating  others,  bat  then  if  they  have  any  reflections  they  mnst  see 
that  the  same  talent  will  be  turned  agaim  themselves  another  time ;  so  they 
love  yon  for  a  moment,  but  will  be  afraid  of  you  ever  after. 

Iherefore  I  conceive  that  the  polite  man  who  desires  to  raise  a  durable 
credit  with  the  woiid,  will  not  be  forward  to  speak  ill  of  anybody,  but  select 


by  Google 


RULE.  CUSTOM,  AND  FASHION.  601 

the  bright  spot!  of  a  character,  and  seek  for  extennatioiis  m  diose  parts 
-whidi  cannot  entirely  be  defended ;  for  by  using  to  give  everybody  their 
dne  commendation,  his  civilities  to  persons  present  will  appear  to  be  sin- 
cerity and  not  mere  compliment. 

In  former  times  there  was  a  good  deal  of  conatraint  in  the  modish  ways 
of  treating  one  another,  people  were  forced  to  eat  and  drink  more  than  they 
liked,  and  pressed  to  stay  upon  a  visit  longer  than  was  agreeable,  bnt  now 
those  nniaancea  are  happily  removed,  and  Uberty  is  become  the  basis  of  our 
laws,  as  well  of  fashion  as  of  the  land ;  but  liberty  is  best  advanced  by 
every  one  restraining  himself  in  such  fancies  as  must  prove  a  restraint  npon 
those  of  other  persons,  indulging  those  desires  only  which  are  compatible 
with  tiieirs,  and  making  it  his  principal  desire  to  contrive  and  labour  for 
their  entertainment.  Therefore  where  there  is  a  number  of  thorough, 
well-bred  persons  joined  in  an  expedition,  I  conceive  it  the  truest  miniature 
of  an  Utopian  or  paradisiacal  state :  things  lie  in  common  among  them, 
there  is  no  greediness,  contention,  or  suspicion,  no  tnmble  is  grudged  for 
the  general  accommodation,  and  every  one  strives  to  make  things  as  i^^ree- 
able  as  possible  to  the  rest. 

10.  But  as  there  is  no  good  thing  in  this  world  witbont  its  alloy,  polite- 
ness, which  we  have  seen  of  such  excellent  use  to  promote  order,  barmcmy, 
and  enjoyment  among  mankind,  produces  its  evil  weeds  copiously  enough 
as  well  as  its  salutary  fruits.  I  have  said  just  now  that  it  assumes  tbe 
countenance  of  afiection  and  i^iarity,  bnt  too  often  carries  the  countenance 
only  without  on  atom  of  the  substance.  It  is  become  a  proverb  that  the 
Spaniard  often  kisses  the  hands  he  wishes  wra«  cut  off  i  and  your  very 
coDTtly  people  appear  extremely  obliging  to  persons  they  do  not  care  a 
&rthing  for;  nor  does  tbe  aflidiility  of  tiie  wdl-bred  always  make  theqi  a 
whit  the  more  candid  to  think  well,  or  more  inclined  to  wish  well  to  others. 

lUs  proceeds  from  their  taking  the  credit  of  politeness  for  theur  ultimate 
pcunt  of  aim,  puranin?  it  rather  as  a  brilliant  accomplishment,  than  as  a 
valuable  quality,  which  renders  the  reality  superflnoos,  because  credit  most 
result  from  ^»eanmces,  not  from  smcerity  and  heartiness  whidi  cannot  be 
diacerited.  This  accomplishment,  as  observed  above,  is  an  avenue  to  vir- 
tve,  bat  he  that  has  gone  no  further  on  his  way,  than  just  to  enter  the 
avenue,  has  made  very  little  progress :  it  is  well  il  he  does  not  strike  asida 
into  the  by-paths  of  error  and  mischief.  Tbe  case  here  is  mnch  the  same 
with  that  of  Religion,  where  forms  and  ceremonies  are  the  necessary 
avenues  conducting  into  the  substance :  but  it  is  well  known  what  extrava- 
gances have  been  mn  into  by  those  who  mistake  the  form  for  the  sobstance. 
As  indiscreet  headlong  zeal  has  proved  the  somce  of  superstition,  censo- 
liouaoesB,  animosity,  and  persecution,  so  an  eagerness  to  be  admired  for 
the  pink  of  poUteness,  has  sometimes  given  occasion  to  a  pemicions  deli- 
cacy and  refinements  in  vice,  making  men  worse  than  they  would  have 
been  by  mere  natural  inclination ;  whence  some  have  maintained  that  tbe 
polite  arts  have  been  a  mischief  to  the  world,  because  enormities  abound  in 
countries  where  they  prevail,  which  are  unknown  among  savages. 

This  may  be  owned  without  proving  them  a  mischief,  if  their  benefits 
greatly  overbalance  the  abuses  made  of  them ;  for  the  best  things  when 
comipted  turn  into  the  worst,  which  does  not  destroy  thdr  value  u^ess  the 
corruption  were  to  become  general.  We  have  seen  in  the  last  sections, 
of'  what  excellent  services  an  attentioa  to  poJitenees  is  capable  when  ander 
the  guidance  of  judgment,  and  directed  to  the  advancement  of  virtue,  bnt 
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when  takcii  np  for  K  first  prindple  of  action,  vhen  made  tn  object  of  mb- 

bition,  it  prodnces  direct  contrar;  effecta. 

Instead  of  promoting  thazitj,  condeaoenuon,  and  a  betta  attue  of  in- 
trinaic  equality,  it  generates  contempt  and  ktathin^,  and  videna  the  dif- 
imaee  between  man  and  man,  making  the  nide  asdTolgu  legai'ded  as  an 
ii^ierior  speciee  of  creatures.  It  ioapiree  irith  vanity  and  the  detire  of 
excelling  instead  of  that  of  ezcellence.  for  things  are  not  coveted  for  tiietr 
intrinaic  value  or  naefalness,  bnt  for  their  being  elegant  and  modiah.  Per- 
Bona  under  this  infiuence  disdain  everything  that  is  vulgar  or  does  not 
distingoish  them  from  tbe  common  herd ;  they  perpetually  vie  with  their 
equals  and  emulate  their  superiors  ;  which  gives  them  an  utter  aversion  to 
trouble,  to  coaaideration,  regularity,  and  discipline,  aa  mean  things  fit  only 
to  keap  tite  pqiukce  in  order,  and  nms  them  mto  all  &tdii(»iable  follies, 
AssipDitioD,  and  nunous  expenaea. 

lie  superfine  gentleman  must  not  put  on  Ida  own  dotbes,  look  into  hi* 
own  estate,  nor  eat,  nor  talk,  nor  do  anything  like  the  bulk  of  mankind : 
he  has  no  judgment  of  his  own,  bat  tak«8  hia  measarea  of  all  lands  from 
the  modish  standard,  and  even  chooses  liis  diveiHons,  not  because  he. likes 
them,  but  because  followed  by  the  beau  monde :  he  scorns  af^cation^and 
seriousnees,  economy  and  jnstiee  to  his  tradesmen,  becaoae  he  aeea  them 
disregarded  by  persons  of  faahion,  and  wotdd  be  ashamed  to  poisne  a  dose 
troiii  of  thought  or  argunentalion  aa  being  pedantic,  bat  decides  every 
thing  at  once  by  positiveness  and  exclamatiim :  he  camiot  endmc  to  be 
alone,  because  then  having  no  opportunity  of  riiining,  bnt  aima  to  sparkle 
in  all  companies  even  before  hia  own  servants,  and  is  as  proud  of  under- 
standing ^  the  ponctuoUtiea  and  niceties  of  elegance,  aa  Alexander  was  <^ 
oonqoering  the  world. 

It  has  been  observed  in  the  last  section,  that  politeness  teaches  to  sDbniit 
your  owa  bomours  to  those  of  the  company;  therefore  so  far  may  be 
deemed  a  epedes  of  useful  self-denial ;  but  then  it  affords  no  cbed  upon 
tbeir  humours,  so  that  when  made  the  sole  prindple  of  action,  it  encourages 
the  indnlgakce  of  every  homour  and  folly  wherein  otben  will  join,  and  yoa 
■hay  even  lead  them  into  whatever  &ncy  you  please,  so  there  be  no .  constraint 
nscd,  but  yon  can  make  the  thing  agreeable  to  them.  Thus  the  denial 
of  pivatB  desiree  serves  only  to  instigate  and  give  a  larger  aoope  to  the 
generaL 

Its  abject  being  to  please  and  entertain,  rather  than  to  do  a  real  benefit, 
it  natnrnlly  fixes  the  attetdion  upon  little  fiirms  and  modes  of  behaviour, 
which  best  answer,  its  piupoee ;  or  if  it  urges  to  any  learning  or  accomplish- 
ment, they  ore  such  tmly  and  to  be  cultivated  so  far,  as  may  make  a  man 
more  agreeable  in  conversation,  not  more  serviceable  to  himself  or  others 
in  life ;  as  if  the  sole  business  of  mankind  were  amusement.  By  this  means 
things  of  moment  and  trifles  are  made  to  change  their  nature,  greet  stress 
ia  laid  upon  the  latter  so  as  to  engross  the  thoughts  in  contempt  of  the 
fanner :  and  a  man  is  estimated  not  by  bis  skill  in  any  science  or  merit  in 
his  profesaon,  but  by  hia  manners  of  entering  a  room,  the  fluency  and  livtt- 
ItDSas  6f  hia  discourse,  and  readiness  in  m airing  ■  handsome  compliment. 

It  is  diffictdt  to  say  where  the  legislative  power  in  mattera  of  fashios  r^ 
Sides;  tfae  womoi,  as  said  before,  have  a  considerable  share,  bat  they  do 
Bot  proceed  by  sesaimi,  deliberation,  or  council,  so  their  statutes  are  manf 
times  fantastic  and  arbitrary ;  and  if  chance  and  whim  have  an  influence 
anywhere,  it  most  certainly  be  here.     The  admiration  is  carried  on  with 
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the  utmost  ligonr  of  legal  jiutice  tuitempered  bj  equity,  no  allowance  made 
for  misUke,  or  ignorance,  or  want  of  inforiBatum,  but  whoerra'  does  not 
confona  exactly  to  the  letter  of  the  lew,  is  cried  down  as  a  brute.  For 
though  the  thorough  polke  overlook  all  involontary  filings,  there  is  always 
a  set  of  people  one  may  style  the  execntioBers  of  the  law,  who  pretending 
to  ererythiDg  of  politeneu  except  an  eqsitable  temper,  pass  very  severe 
judgment ;  for  though  the  rt^olations  change  every  year,  it  is  the  highest 
crime  with  them  to  be  nnacquainted  with  the  several  alterations  as  soon  as 

Ihe  wants  of  nature  are  soon  satisfied,  but  men  mukiply  wants  to  them- 
selves by  their  inordinate  deBires ;  and  if  they  can  moderate  their  own  de- 
sires within  a  reasonable  compass,  still  the  world  will  be  perpetually  urging 
them  to  new  crovingB,  and  imposing  many  things  as  necessary  to  keep  up 
their  appearance  and  estimation :  if  it  could  be  computed  how  much  we  are 
forced  to  do  for  satisfying  others  which  we  should  not  choose  of  our  own 
accord,  perhaps  it  would  be  found  that  many  of  us  pay  higher  taxes  to  the 
Csshion  than  to  the  national  supplies.  Nor  are  we  raily  controlled  in  oar 
expenses  but  cramped  in  our  Uberty,  much  of  our  time  and  activity  being 
disposed  of  at  the  will  of  others,  and  the  necessary  compliance  with  modes 
and  ceremonies  sometimes  prove  a  grievous  iutnruption  to  engagements 
we  might  have  pursued  with  more  satisiaction  and  emolument, 

11.  Since  then  we  see  so  much  good  and  evil  flow  from  the  same  sourct^ 
it  will  behove  as  to  proceed  with  diacretioD,  that  we  may  avoid  Ox  one, 
and  gather  the  other  :  but  there  it  no  making  a  choice  while  ^ven  by  the 
torrent  and  moving  by  impulse,  nor  unless  we  employ  the  current  to  carry 
us  more  commodiously  to  some  certain  mark  we  keep  in  our  eye,  for  which 
purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  the  uses  ot  politeness  and  what 
course  it  takes  to  arrive  at  them. 

The  uses  I  conceive,  are  to  make  onr  time  pass  more  pleamrably  in  thoee 
many  intervals  wherein  there  is  no  room  for  important  services,  to  supply 
us  with  methods  of  exercising  our  charity  in  little  matteis,  or  enable  as 
more  easily  to  communicate  the  benefit  of  any  improvements  we  have  at- 
tuned :  and  the  course  Uea  by  making  us  agreeable  to  one  another,  and 
matuBlly  indulgent  to  our  desires.  Upon  tius  view  it  appears  evident  that 
politeness  ought  >mt  to  be  taken  up  as  an  ultimate  aim,  but  employed  in 
subserviency  to  further  ends,  nor  is  complete  without  something  more  solid 
to  give  it  a  sabetance ;  for  the  art  of  communicating  erne's  thoughtB  hand- 
somdy  when  one  has  nothing  to  communicate,  is  but  a  jingling  playUiing 
at  best.  Neither  will  a  fom^ess  fi»-  brilliancy  help  to  steer  in  the  right 
course,  which  is  better  pursued  by  striving  to  be  agreeable,  than  to  gain 
admiration :  many  think  to  show  themselves  polite  1ty  extraordinary  ele- 
gances not  to  be  paralleled  elsewhere,  but  this  is  a  deviation  from  the  nde 
of  poUteness,  as  tipKosing  a  selfishness  and  desire  of  excelling  not  of  gra- 
tifj^ng  others,  who  they  may  suppose  caunot  be  well  pleased  at  seeing 
themselves  excelled  and  outdone. 

But  the  polite  man  will  take  the  real  pleasure  of  others  for  the  mark  of 
direction  whereby  to  steer  hie  conduct :  he  wilt  not  think  of  self  any  further 
than  to  beware  of  things  unbecoming,  which  might  render  h™  disgustfol 
to  them,  nor  will  he  do  anything  tw  show  unless  it  he  of  his  readiness  to 
oblige,  for  this  he  may  wish  to  show  as  being  a  prospect  in  its  very  nataie 
soothing  to  the  heliolder.  For  the  like  reason  he  will  nather  be  foremost 
or  hindmost  in  the  fashions,  neither  scrupoloasly  exact  nor  careleaaly  defi- 
cient in  forms  and  punctilios ;  (or  he  wUl  have  so  much  respect  for  the 
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world  and  for  persoiu  with  whom  he  converaea,  as  never  to  exprew  s  con- 
tempt of  them  either  by  his  eingnlarity  or  by  nnderteking  to  ■urpnss  them- 
He  will  see  that  politeneaa,  like  charity,  extends  ita  verge  to  all  ranks, 
though  exerting  itaelf  in  different  maiuierH,  so  that  the  low,  the  ill-bred, 
and  the  ignorant  still  are  objects  of  its  regard :  therefore  he  will  condescend 
and  place  himself  upon  the  level  with  all,  avoiding  whatever  might  mortify 
or  lay  them  onder  difficulties,  yet  without  demeaning  himself  or  stooping 
to  things  unsuitable  vrith  his  character ;  for  this  would  render  him  lest 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  by  whose  mlea  of  decorum  he  wiD  be 
guided,  and  not  by  a  foadnees  for  dignity,  even  in  the  bounds  he  sets  to 
his  condeacenuoD. 

As  there  are  various  talents  of  ell  sorts  and  sizes  among  mankind,  those 
whom  nature  or  educatioa  have  rendered  unfit  for  anything  else,  do  right 
in  making  it  their  boainess  to  study  the  modes ;  for  any  business  is  prefer- 
able to  total  indolence  and  inattention  :  but  before  they  vriue  themselves 
upon  their  proficiency,  I  would  have  them  satufied  that  they  were  utterly 
incapable  of  better  employment  If  this  be  their  case  they  stand  approved, 
as  having  performed  the  part  allotted  them,  for  nothing  is  insigiuGcant  in 
the  hand  <^  Providence ;  the  botterfiy,  the  goldfinch,  the  fiddler,  and  the 
beau  have  their  eeverol  uses  in  this  sublunary  system,  and  he  that  does  his 
beat,  how  trifling  soever  it  be,  does  all  that  was  wanted  firom  him. 

We  do  not  reckon  our  houses  finished  as  soon  as  the  mason  and  the 
carpenter  have  performed  their  part,  but  there  stiU  remains  employment  for 
the  paonter,  the  carver,  the  gilder,  and  the  paper-hanger :  nor  b  the  con- 
dition of  life  complete  when  the  uses  of  it  are  snpplied,  but  something  is 
etill  wanting  to  be  done  for  embellishment  and  amusement ;  and  in  those 
seasons  wherein  no  oppcatunity  otttn  of  promoting  a  solid  benefit,  enter- 
tainment and  present  pleasure  la  our  business,  which  will  then  bear  a  refer- 
ence to  the  grand  intention.  Therefore  those  innocents  who  stand  in  no 
situation  to  do  any  service  in  life,  may  deserve  oor  applause  if  they  contri- 
bute what  they  can  to  the  dieeifulneas  and  enjoyment  of  it ;  for  this  world 
ia  a  stage,  and  it  is  not  the  importance  of  the  port,  bat  the  performing  it 
well  that  merits  a  plaudit. 

.  Yet  if  there  be  any  seeds  of  genius  or  application,  they  may  be  better 
bestowed  in  cultivating  some  of  the  polite  arts  than  in  matters  of  mere 
show,  and  form  and  raahioD,  still  remembering  that  those  arts  serve  only 
for  embellishment  and  engagement  of  the  time,  therefore  must  not  grow 
into  a  passion,  nor  be  made  an  olgect  of  vanity,  nor  suffered  to  engross  the 
thoughts  from  all  prudential  coneidermtions.  Such  as  have  no  judgment  i>t 
their  own,  must  take  their  measuree  solely  upon  what  they  see  done  by  others; 
but  with  the  best  judgment  there  is  stiU  a  deference  due  to  the  ways  of  the 
vrorld,  which  deserves  an  authority,  not  a  servile  submission.  We  have 
seen  in  the  last  section  how  many  mischieis  are  endoi^ered  by  driving  im- 
petuously with  the  impulse  of  fashion ;  therefore  we  must  learn  to  stem  the 
torrent,  to  dare  to  be  singular,  to  bear  the  censures  of  the  multitude :  yet 
this  need  not  abate  our  diapoution  to  comply,  hut  rather  ia  a  necessary 
foundation  to  support  it,  for  compliance  ia  ncrt  itself  when  forced,  nor  can 
anbaist  in  a  fcehle,  passive  temper. 

I  have  observed  in  a  former  place,  that  he  who  can  never  refuse  a  fitvomr 
can  scarce  ever  be  said  to  grant  one,  fisr  it  ia  wrested  from  him,  and  not 
given ;  in  like  manner  he  that  follows  the  mode  because  he  cannot  help  it, 
can  no  more  be  said  to  comply,  than  a  prisoner  complies  with  a  constable 

who  carries  him  to  gaol.   Yet  there  is  no  need  to  resist  for  reaiatance'  sake. 
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nor  affect  ungolarity  merely  to  show  our  ittirdiiiess,  for  occaMvne  enow  nill 
offer  whotin  we  shall  find  it  expedient  to  jni^  for  oniaelTea,  and  when- 
ever Boch  do  not  offer,  non-compliaoce  is  a  iault. 

For  the  preemption  liea  Htron^y  oa  the  aide  of  general  practice,  which 
therefore  ought  to  prevail  otdeaa  when  the  judgment  clearlj  diacema  an 
incoDvenience  therein  :  and  even  then  the  disposition  to  compliance  ought 
not  to  abate,  bnt  always  weigh  in  the  scale,  nor  even  faH  to  draw  down  the 
haUnce  because  become  light  in  our  estimation,  but  because  overpowered 
by  a  greater  weight.  There  is  that  deference  dne  to  the  world  and  to  the 
company,  which  requires  to  submit  our  particular  humours  to  theirs,  bnt 
not  to  submit  om*  reason  :  and  hence  ariaes  a  difficulty  in  the  commerce  of 
the  world,  for  bmnoar  so  often  asaumes  the  garb  and  countenance  of  reason, 
that  it  is  not  easy  to  know  them  apart ;  therefore  here  a  careful  and  tho- 
rough examination  la  requisite,  that  we  may  be  very  sure  of  having  a.  suffi- 
cient warrant  from  the  necessity  or  manifest  expedience  of  the  case,  when- 
ever we  venture  to  move  in  an  eccentric  orb. 

12.  Rule,  precedent,  and  mode  supply  the  place  of  judgment,  therefore 
are  necessary  for  the  direction  of  those  who  cannot  trace  the  reasons  of 
things  themselves,  and  of  all  persona  in  such  matters  whereof  they  want 
experience  or  opportunities  to  form  a  judgment  upon.  They  are  the  means 
whereb)'  the  judgment  and  experience  of  some  become  serviceable  to  many, 
and  the  principal  channels  through  which  the  benefits  of  society  are  mutually 
communicated.  It  is  by  their  aid  that  theory  may  he  made  practical,  nor 
is  speculation  of  any  better  avail  than  to  strike  out  some  salutary  rule  or 
manner  of  conduct,  which  ia  frequently  the  result  of  many  observations  and 
trials,  correcting  one  anotiieT  to  accommodate  it  to  a  general  use. 

Therefore  there  ia  a  reverence  due  to  them  not  to  be  destroyed  by  any 
Uttle  defects ;  for  as  my  Lord  Coke  says,  the  law  will  ntfaer  suffer  an  in- 
jmy  than  an  inconvenience,  so  it  is  betta"  submit  to  a  present  inexpe- 
dience,  than  break  through  a  prevailing  usage  convenient  ^  the  commerce 
trf  the  world. 

Mode  and  example  are  more  efficacious  and  easier  methods  of  conveying 
hnprovement  than  instruction,  because  there  are  more  people  that  have 
senses  than  understanding,  or  that  can  follow  yonr  ways  than  enter  into 
your  reasonings  :  beside  that  the  benefit  yon  do  will  be  likely  to  spread 
more  diffusirely,  for  he  that  imitates  what  he  sees  done  may  become  an 
example  to  draw  others  after  him,  bnt  it  is  not  so  easy  for  him  to  commu- 
nicate the  knowledge  he  has  learned  without  dropping  the  greater  part  by 
the  way.  Add  to  this,  that  the  influence  of  general  practice  lightens  the 
work  to  the  learner,  rendering  it  scarce  needful  to  use  any  el&rts  of  his 
own ;  for  it  allnres  and  assists  him  in  the  progress,  it  operates  upon  the 
machine  by  means  of  sympathy  and  the  passions  whose  springs  are  stronger 
than  those  of  the  nnderstanding,  and  vrill  carry  him  on  almost  whether  he 
irill  or  no.  Therefore  we  sometimes  see  persons  who  move  always  jnechmx- 
ioally,  without  any  consideration  or  vigour  of  mind  to  help  themselves,  yet 
led  insensibly  into  a  propriety  of  action  and  sentiment  by  having  fallen 
among  good  company. 

It  were  much  to  be  mahed,  though  little  to  be  expected,  that  rules,  cns- 
toms,  and  modes  for  the  common  transactions  of  life  might  be  introduced 
by  discretion  and  mature  judgment  of  their  several  uses,  instead  of  sprouting 
vp  accidentally  from  a  coincidence  of  passions  and  fancies,  or  the  wanton 
humour  of  such  as  have  the  eyes  of  the  moltitude  tamed  upon  them  :  hot 
then  regard  must  be  had  to  the  passions  and  tempers  of  men,  to  what  is 
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feuiUe  ratbo'  than  yibat  it  rigoroiuly  right,  and  the;  moat  be  ctHuliicted 

into  such  vnjPB  u  are  paaakble  by  th«m  without  constraint  or  reluctance. 

And  I  wem  to  perceive  that  use  is  more  consulted  in  those  matten  by 
my  GOQtempcNrBries  than  ia  former  timet :  but  then  it  is  a  ose  that  tends 
as  otUa  to  mere  convenience  and  entertainment,  as  to  more  solid  advan- 
ta^.  Both  these  deserve  a  share  of  consideration  in  their  proper  placea, 
yet  where  a  practice  can  be  brought  into  vc^ue  that  tends  to  encourage 
any  profitable  self-denial,  any  well-directed  indaatry,  any  increase  of  har- 
mony and  mutoal  good  irill,  or  any  impravement  of  the  rational  fitcoltiea, 
surety  it  ought  to  carry  the  preference. 

Sinne  perhaps  may  Amcy  that  if  we  had  examples  of  what  is  right 
in  every  iiarticiilar  before  our  eyes  which  might  draw  as  mechanically  to 
follow  them,  there  would  be  no  place  for  private  judgment,  which  derives 
ila  clearness  from  observation  of  the  errors  of  others,  and  its  strength  from 
opposition  to  their  perversities  driving  like  a  torrent  upon  ns  :  but  I  con- 
ceive we  should  still  find  a  use  for  our  reason  in  applying  the  example  we 
wonld  imitate,  to  the  particular  circnmatanoea  of  our  own  situation,  for  he 
that  follows  another  blindfold,  may  plunge  into  a  dirty  hole  the  other  atepa 
over ;  and  a  use  for  our  resolution  in  making  continually  fresh  conquests 
over  tiie  frailties  and  passions  of  our  nature,  which  can  never  be  totally 
mastered.  But  there  is  no  need  to  fear  that  we  shall  ever  want  employ- 
ment for  ow  nnderatanding  by  having  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  propri^ 
beaten  oat  bcAire  us  wherein  we  might  be  constantly  led  by  our  f^low  tca- 
vellera,  without  making  our  own  observations  upon  the  road ;  for  there 
will  always  be  ao  much  of  the  casual  and  the  fontastica]  in  the  ways  of  the 
worid,  as  will  find  eierciBe  enongh  for  onr  reasrat  end  onr  resolution  to  guard, 
na  against  the  mischieft  of  th«m. 

Unless  the  tea  rig^teoss,  aeTenl  times  qioken  of  before,  should  arise; 
fiv  they  we  may  toppose  w^  make  good  use  of  those  powerful  endues  by 
which  imagination  may  be  bronglit  into  any  train,  and  made  unknowingly 
to  execute  the  works  of  reason :  they  will  soon  raise  a  credit  by  the  impor- 
tance, the  regularity,  the  propriety,  the  easiness,  the  amiableness  of  their 
own  deportment ;  and  having  gained  the  authority  of  leaders  they  will  pe- 
netra^te  into  the  secret  springs  cf  human  nature,  discern  the  characters  of 
mankind,  and  know  what  practicea  may  most  oseftiUy  be  introduced  among' 
them.  Hey  will  keep  their  ultimate  end,  the  perfection  and  happiness  of 
the  species,  constantly  in  view,  and  observe  by  what  line  of  beanng  every- 
thing may  tend  to  promote  it.  Nor  will  they  n^lect  matters  of  trifle,  the 
common  transactions  and  daily  oocurrencea  d  life,  as  well  knowing  that 
these  may  be  made  remotely  subsannent  to  important  uses. 

Ihey  will  prevail  to  fix  the  point  of  honour  upon  endeavouis  to  advance 
the  general  good,  and  bring  an  unafiected  charity  to  become  the  genuine 
mark  of  poUteness;  to  make  a  juat  confidence  in  the  protection  of  Provi- 
dance,  a  proapect  of  futurity  and  unmiatmstfal  hope  in  the  divine  goodneaa, 
be  reputed  fiisluonable  sentiments ;  to  cast  a  general  disrepute  up(m  all 
selfiituiess,  indulgence,  indolence,  over  deUcacy,  vanity,  greediness,  dread 
of  pain,  labour  or  self-denial,  and  lead  men  into  a  true  sense  of  that  nioe, 
but  vaehi  distinctioa  between  a  desire  of  exeellenoe,  and  a  desire  of  ex- 
celling. Nor  will  they  only  employ  the  impulse  of  example  and  fashion 
for  leading  the  world  into  courses  ol  conduct  without  knowing  their  expe< 
die&oe,  but  inure  them  likewise  to  observe  the  benefits  resulting  therefrom, 
and  search  for  the  reasons  malting  one  manner  of  proceeding  preferable  to 
another.     For  they  will  af^ly  thur  cares  to  rectify  the  reaaoninga  a|)  wd^ 
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u  actions  of  nunlund,  jotrodadng  methods  for  choosing  the  otsjects  soited 
bi  their  several  opacities,  and  jndging  soundly  according  to  the  tights 
respectively  afforded  them ;  so  ^t  each  man's  improvenient  vill  be  the 
fruits  of  hu  own  industry  and  judgment,  taking  only  the  assiitanoe  of  ex- 
ample to  suggest  materials  for  exercising  them  upon ;  and  thus  when  all 
hands  are  brought  to  unite,  the  work  of  reibrmation  may  he  expected  to  go 
on  with  a  rapid  progress. 

13.  In  the  mean  while  until  Euchconaommate  masters  appear,  it  will  behove 
ns  imperfect  creatures  to  keep  an  attentive  eye  upon  the  inodes  and  practices 
Gorrent  around  us,  not  to  take  direction  fkim  thence  for  our  own  conduct 
and  commerce  with  one  another,  but  likewise  to  employ  them  as  engines 
for  bringing  the  rest  of  the  wurld  into  a  little  better  order :  for  we  are  all 
pnUic  persons  stationed  here  not  for  ourselves  alone,  bat  to  improve  every 
opportunity  that  opens  for  working  a  benefit  in  any  respect  for  othen  with 
whom  we  have  intercourse. 

But  it  will  be  said,  we  are  not  of  consequence  enough  to  strike  out  a 
mode  or  become  a  pattern  for  the  generality  to  follow  ;  this  I  am  sensiUe 
of,  and  would  have  it  never  slip  ont  of  mind,  that  we  may  not  take  upon 
ns  more  than  is  becoming,  for  then  we  sbaD  never  affect  anything.  It  is 
the  grand  mistake  of  the  well-intentioned  to  aim  always  at  doing  mighty 
matters;  but  true  industry  lies  attentive  to  small  profits  whenever  ac- 
eming. 

A  private  man  must  not  think  of  introducing  new  practices  into  vogue, 
nor  givmg  a  sudden  check  to  those  he  dislikes  ;  yet  he  may  a  Uttle  weaken 
the  torrent  he  cannot  stop,  and  add  a  trifle  of  briskness  to  the  stream  he 
did  not  set  agoing.  For  customs  prevail  by  degrees  and  subside  by  de- 
grees, as  individuals  successively  fell  into  them,  or  lay  them  aside,  so  that 
each  has  his  proportionable  share  in  the  force  Uiat  mitJces  the  stream ;  iu>r 
can  it  be  foreseen  what  effect  one  man's  perseverance  may  have  to  give  it  a 
general  turn,  at  least  his  example  may  l^ve  an  influence  npon  his  family. 
His  neighbours  or  his  intimates,  or  by  thor  means  may  sometimes  extend 
elsewhere  further  than  he  could  have  imagined.  Therefore  let  him  not  think 
himself  so  insignificant  as  to  make  it  wholly  indifferent  with  respecttoother 
perKins  how  be  behaves,  nor  so  important  as  to  pretend  an  authority  over 
them,  to  dictate,  to  rebuke,  to  censure,  or  stand  in  open  defiance  against 
them :  for  gentle  bending  will  do  more  than  force,  nor  need  this  bending  be 
attempted  avowedly  by  premeditated  design,  for  a  steady  tenor  of  conduct 
pnrsned  upon  good  foundations  for  a  man's  own  convenience  or  good  liking, 
will  attract  the  courses  of  other  persons  to  warp  the  same  way,  almost 
without  their  percwving  it. 

By  tlua  means  a  man  may  enlarge  his  scheme  of  conduct  and  add  many 
little  strokes  to  fin  up  his  [dan  of  rectitude,  so  as  scarce  ever  to  stand  idle 
or  useless  for  want  of  some  commendsble  aim  to  pursue.  For  his  virtue 
wiU  not  be  confined  to  arduous  and  burdensome  tasks,  but  taught  to  tread 
the  patha  of  pleasantness,  and  will  find  employment  in  bis  familiar  conver- 
•ations :  so  he  will  not  think  the  time  lost  that  is  not  spent  in  devotion  or 
important  services,  while  it  can  be  bestowed  in  adding  something  to  the 
good  order,  the  decency,  the  convenience,  or  innocent  enjoyment  of  those 
about  him.  He  will  seldom  proceed  solely  by  the  impnlse  of  pleasura,  but 
for  the  most  part  find  some  good  end  whereto  bis  pleasures  may  be  made 
■ubeervient,  which  he  can  reflect  on  afterwards  as  a  profit  gwned;  thua  by 
continual  practice,  learning  more  and  more  the  art  of  sanctifying  his  com- 
mon actions  in  the  intercourse  of  the  world :  for  whatever  makes  a  little 
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profit,  the  best  that  the  occasion  would  permit,  will  bear  a  reference  to  hw 
great  ultimate  aim,  the  glory  of  God  pursued  by  every  acceeeioa  of  bappt- 
neas  among  his  crei^res. 


CHAP.  XXX. 
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Ab  much  as  a  man  may  be  counted  by  nature  a  reasonable  creature,  cer- 
tain it  is  from  constant  experieiice  that  he  ib  not  bom  in  pOBsession  of  that 
faculty :  Nature  only  fnmiehes  the  aoil  and  sows  Uie  seeds  wbereout  reason 
is  to  grow  afterwards,  in  long  process  of  time.  The  plant  is  not  reckoned 
to  show  itself  uotil  seven  years  old,  and  then  appears  feeble  and  scarce  per- 
ceptible ;  during  the  warmth  of  youth,  it  Ilea  Voiced  onder  the  weeds  of 
passion,  appetite,  whimsy,  and  inordinate  desire,  nor  is  believed  to  arrive 
at  matarity  mitil  forty.  But  whether  it  shall  ever  oome  to  full  maturity  at 
■11,  or  what  condition  of  health  and  vigour  it  shall  then  attain,  depends  as 
much  upon  cultivation,  upon  bronrable  drcnmstiuices,  and  upon  fortune,  as 
upon  nature.  Nay,  the  gifts  of  nature  herself  may  be  ranked  among  those 
of  fortune :  for  it  was  chance  to  us  at  what  time,  in  what  country,  and  of 
what  family  we  were  bom,  what  was  the  constitution  and  state  of  health 
of  those  fiiHn  whom  we  derived  our  own,  what  intemperances,  follies,  and 
accidents  oar  mothers  bave  escaped  which  might  have  ruined  our  bodily  or 
mental  powers :  and  when  come  forth  into  the  world,  we  lie  at  the  mercy 
of  nurses  and  servants  by  whose  cardessness  or  giddiness  we  might  have 
contracted  diseases,  or  received  hurts,  the  bad  effects  of  which  we  could 

r  organs  and  faculties 
entire,  still  the  degree  of  improvement  to  be  made  with  them,  depended  upon 
the  care  or  negligence,  the  pradence  or  indiscretian  of  our  parents  or 
tutors;  nor  upon  that  alone,  but  upon  the  examples  before  our  eyes,  the 
companions  consorting  with  us,  the  incitements  to  good  behavionr  striking 
our  notice,  the  temptations  foiling  in  our  way,  the  secret  turns  our  inclina- 
tion happened  to  take,  and  a  thousand  external  accidents  which  no  pru- 
dence could  foresee,  no  care  nor  judgment  certainly  provide  or  prevent. 
While  under  the  government  of  others  the  danger  is  not  so  great  or  not  so 
^parent,  for  what  mischiefo  have  been  contracted  early  may  be  generally, 
though  not  always,  discovered  and  rectified  by  their  authority  and  good 
management ;  but  when  the  reins  of  liberty  b^n  to  be  loosened,  then  ia 
the  critical  time,  for  the  latent  seeds  of  evil  weeds  will  then  sprout  vigour- 
onaly,  and  others  be  received  from  quarters  wliere  the  ground  was  well 
sheltered  before.  So  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  certainly  how  a  lad  will 
prove,  notwithstanding  all  the  good  governance  that  has  been  bestowed 
upon  him ;  but  some  fond  passion  miscalled  love,  some  ill-placed  friend- 
ahip,  some  ezb^vBgaoce  or  debauchery,  some  violent  fimcy  or  eagerness  of 
pleasure  may  frustrate  the  best  culture,  and  overturn  the  most  promiung 

Hie  years  from  sixteen  to  twenty-five  may  be  reckoned  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  life,  as  determining  Uie  colour  of  all  the  rest :  the  time  lost 
then  can  very  ru^y  be  retrieved  by  subsequent  diligence,  nor  is  there  room 
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to  expect  Kny  BBbseqnent  diligence,  after  a  hat»t  of  idlene»  contritcted  then: 
-bat  the  mamier  of  disposing  thst  interval  nmst  decide  whether  the  man 
shall  be  good  far  something  or  nothing,  or  what  he  shall  be  good  for  erer 
after;  and  the  disposal  depeoda  principally  upon  himself;  he  rosy  receive 
assistance  from  friends  and  parents,  bqt  it  lies  in  bis  own  breast  what  nse 
he  shsH  make  of  their  assistance.  In  this  in^Mrtant  season  which  is  to  fix 
his  hte  as  well  in  this  as  in  the  other  world,  what  sore  direction  has  he  to 
carry  him  through  the  business  of  it  ?  his  psseiona  are  then  most  impetuous, 
the  joy  of  new-gotten  liberty  urges  bim  to  throw  off  the  restraint  even  of 
his  own  reason,  or  if  he  has  a  notion  of  reason,  he  Iie«  liable  to  mistake  the 
impokes  of  passion  ior  its  dictates,  and  think  whatever  he  stands  strongly 
inclined  to  demonstrably  right :  his  judgment  is  erode,  hasty,  opinionated 
and  obstioBte,  founded  upon  two  or  three  &vourite  maxims  as  npon  abso- 
lute certainty,  vAich  if  they  h^tpen  to  lead  the^ght  way,  it  is  rather  an 
eflect  of  good  lock  than  of  discernment. 

Thus,  how  tme  soever  it  be  that  each  man  makes  bis  own  fortune  in 
h^ipiness,  it  Cs  as  true  that  the  previous  indulgence  of  fortune  led  him  into 
the  proper  di^)ositionB  and  methods  for  making  it ;  and  any  one  who  will 
reflect  impartially  on  the  follies,  the  erroneous  notions,  and  strong  propeo- 
Ntjes  of  his  yonUi,  mnst  think  it  almost  a  minu^  Oat  he  has  escaped  the 
mischiefs  of  tbetn  so  tolerably  as  he  has  done. 

'2.  But  fortune  is  bat  another  name  for  providence,  from  whose  dlsposi- 
Iron  of  causes  all  fbrtuitona  events  as  well  as  the  stated  laws  of  natnre  flow; 
therefore  to  \im,t-  origin  is  owin^  that  we  are  what  we  are,  as  well  in  our 
moral  character,  as  in  our  lituatiou  with  respect  to  externals.  For  though 
we  have  nndoubtedly  a  freedom  of  will  and  our  actions  follow  precisely 
npon  our  volitionB,  yiet  we  shall  use  our  freedran  according  to  the  judicata 
and  sentiments  of  our  mind,  derived  to  us  from  external  causes  not  of  our 
own  procumncnt ;  so  that  we  have  as  much  reason  to  thank  Heaven  for 
any  good  deeds  we  have  peribrmed,  as  for  the  daily  bread  we  eat. 

Tho*  witboot  entering  into  the  subtilties  of  freewill,  we  may  satisfy  our- 
■dves  by  experience  of  the  world  around  as,  and  by  contemplating  the 
progress  of  the  homan  &cultiea  in  their  several  stages  of  growth,  that  there 
isa  certain  line  of  life  marked  out  to  every  man,  not  1^  a  compulsive  &te 
or  predestination  1  but  by  the  provision  of  causes,  for  ftimishing  him  with 
those  natural  parts  and  subsequent  acquirements,  those  ideas,  habits,  indi- 
nations,  and  ways  of  thinking  which  shape  the  whole  of  his  condncL  He 
is  left  in  numbtrleas  instances  to  do  as  he  pleases,  but  derives  from  prior 
sources-  the  springs  of  action  determining  what  he  shall  pleflse  to  do  in 
every  one  of  tiiem.  Had  he  been  otherwise  constituted  or  instructed,  be- 
held other  examples,  foUen.into  other  company,  met  with  other  accidents 
of  the  diagnstfol  or  alluring  kind,  thou^  his  dioice  might  still  have  been 
eqnally  bee,  he  would  have  made  it  in  another  manner. 

From  this  consideration  that  nothing  ftdls  out  either  in  the  moral  or 
natural  world,  either  among  the  actions  oi  man  or  of  matter,  without  the 
pennisnoQ  or  appointment  of  our  Almigfa^  Coventor,  ariae*  a  stumbling- 
block  not  presently  to  be  gotten  over,  for  we  cannot  easily  reconcile  oar-- 
selves  to  the  thought  of  evil  proceeding  originally  from  the  same  fountain 
vrith  good.  Bat  the  ways  of  he«veu  are  all  estaUished  in  perfect  wisdom, 
goodness,  and  equity  :  therefore  we  may  rest  assured  that  whatever  is  evil, 
BO  for  as  we  can  see  of  it,  terminates  in  some  greater  good,  to  us  unseen  : 
we  can  discern  that  vices  often  correct  one  another,  and  the  miseries  they 
VOL.  II.  2  a 
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'  involve  some  penons  in,  Mrv«  for  k  wBRung  to  dctn  nwttittiilet  from  to- 
Gurring  the  lilcej  so  ahhoo*))  a  grKvona  hnit  to  particnkrB,  they  arc  » 
beDefit  to  mankind  in  general,  and  we  am  DDdentaad  tbem  sent  in  mercy 
to  those  who  profit,  not  in  anger  to  tbooe  who  au&r  by  them. 

Bat  the  fint  foil  of  man  and  that  proneneas  in  kuman  nature  to  offend, 
which  renden  a  continual  warning  and  an  oppoaitiim  ol  contnry  vices  oe- 
cemary,  cannot  be  thought  permitted  in  kiadneaa  to  the  hnman  spedea, 
therefore  we  most  (xmclnde  them  redounding  to  some  neceasarf  service 
of  the  universe,  and  that  there  are  oth^  creatnree  to  whom  the  profits  ac- 
cruing therefrom  are  greater  than  anj  snflerings  occasioned  by  them.  lUa 
reflectioD  may  serve  for  a  due  in  the  most  myBterioos  disftensationB  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  afford  ns  comibrt  under  all  the  evils  of  sm  and  suffering  we 
see  in  others,  or  have  ^en  into  ourselves,  being  persoftded  that  all  things 
are  ordered  oltimatelj  for  the  best,  and  whatever  yielda  twthiqg  bat  mischief 
to  man,  tends  by  some  unknown  way  to  the  advantage  of  the  spiritaal  host, 
whose  numbers  are  infinitely  larger,  and  their  intemts  more  valuable  than 
those  of  (he  visible  creation .  And  «s  we  have  hope  in  the  divine  Eqnity  oi 
being  onrselvee  incorporated  into  tiiat  host,  though  pertiaps  at  a  very  re- 
mote distance  of  time,  yet  the  remotest  time  will  one  day  be  the  present, 
and  we  shall  then  find  onr  happiness  su^^ported  by  the  like  dispensatitma 
among  inferior  creatures  with  those  which  aAict  and  gall  as  now 

Yet  such  reflection  can  only  furnish  ground  of  cottteat  in  what  evils  we 
csnoot  help,  but  none  for  being  remiss  in  warding  off  those  we  can  any 
ways  avoid ;  Providence  indeed,  which  is  styled  Chance  in  the  language  i^ 
men,  disposes  all  things  for  the  best ;  yet  it  is  of  the  essence  c^  pmdance 
to  leave  as  little  to  chance  as  possiUe :  but  pmdence  must  take  her  mea- 
sures, not  upon  what  is  best  in  the  all-teeii^  eye  which  w«  can  never 
know,  bilt  npon  vAatt  appears  so  to  our  best  discernment. 

We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Hoe  of  causes  lying  behind,  which 
brought  us  OUT  knowledge,  oar  eestinwnta  and  abiUtics ;  it  is  oar  basiiiess  to 
look  befbre.aloDgtbelineofconsequeneeevrhichmay-reBnlt  from  our  actions, 
and  steer  our  course  according  to' what  we  discover  thwe.  We  have  a  cer* 
tain  compaaa  of  power  and  freedom  allotted,  and  a  portion  of  uaderstanding 
to  direct  as  in  the  proper  uses  to  be  made  of  them ;  bat  our  understanding 
is  of  the  provision  of  Heaven,  therefore  what  good  conduct  flows  froq 
thence,  may  be  presumed  to  promote  the  general  interest  of  the  oaiveis^ 
as  weQ  as  what  flows  by  any  other  ebarod ;  ao  tt»t  ance  we  cannot  tier- 
tainly  Vnow  in  what  instances  our  good  or  evil  eohthict  will  prove  moat 
ben^cial  to  invisible  creatarea,  it  behoves  us  to  jiaraie  our  own  advantage 
and  that  of  oar  fenoW'Creatarea  with  whom  w«  have  a  visible  intercoune, 
by  mdh  methods  as  our  reason  and  those  salotary  roles  which  were  the 
result  of  former  reasonii^  shall  direct ;  and  the  rather  because,  so  far  as 
we  can  judge,  the  doing  good  to  any  singk  member  is  the  most  likely  way 
tb  increase  the  common  stock  and  promote  the  good  of  the  whcdc. 

llierefore  our  contrivance  and  industry  is  dne  to  the  gM>d  of  our  neigh- 
bour, that  is,  any  creature  to  w4iom  w«  have  a  pi«^ieet  of  beit^  able  to  do 
a  service.  The  spiritual  host  lies  too  renwle  from  oar  kaowletlge  to  stand 
in  any-  d^ee  of  Dcighbonrhood  with  as,  so  we  have  no  care  to  take  for 
their  service,  but  may  trust  PnrvidBnae  to  guide  as  unknowingly  into  the 
measures  that  shall  best  answer  their  ooeaakms :  but  our  concern  lies  with 
our  own  species,  whose  interests  mere  or  leas  general  we  may  have  of^r- 
tonities  of  promoting.  And  smce  the  introductiaa  into  life  is  made  t^ 
helpless  iofiincy,  capable  in  great  measure  of  being  made  the  orelude  to  a 
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hnppy  or  miserable  life,  of  being  moulded  into  an  useTol  or  nifdiiavou 
niember  of  lociety  according  to  the  hands  wherein  it  ftih,  tbcarefore  wb 
ought  to  look  upon  our  children  and  other  other  jonng  persons  nnder  oar 
management  as  the  nearest  of  oar  neighbonra,  to  whran  oar  cares  may  be 
moat  □sefblly  applied,  as  well  for  their  own  ben^t.  u  thst  of  the  worid 
wber^Q  they  are  afterwsrds  to  bear  a  part. 

3.  Perhaps  I  shall  be  conntod  too  speculative  in  recommending  a  thougld 
to  be  had  c^  our  children  even  before  their  hirth,  hut  it  is  certainly  of  great 
importuice  to  them  in  what  manner  we  bring  them  into  the  world,  and 
therefore  deserves  to  be  esteemed  a  matter  of  importance  by  vs.  if  we  can 
extend  a  regard  beyond  ourselves  to  those  who  are  nearest,  aiid  ought  to  bo 
dearest  to  ni.  Were  this  consideration  duly  attended  to,  it  must  put  a  check 
upon  nnlawfol  amours,  which  how  much  soever  a  sport  to  the  partiaa  en- 
gaged, may  prove  death,  or  what  is  worse  than  death,  a  miserable  life,  to 
the  nnhappy  produce  of  them. 

NiM*  let  people  fancy  their  offspring  indebted  to  them  for  an  entiance  into 
being ;  for  how  know  they  by  what  laws  the  creation  of  souls,  or  introduc- 
tion of  them  from  some  former  state,  are  administered,  or  that  the  same  aont 
would  not  have  found  an  entrance  by  some  other  passage  into  a  better  sta- 
tion, where  it  would  have  had  the  foil  ben^t  of  that  parental  auction  and 
tenderness  which  now  it  is  likely  to  miss  of  ?  For  children  drawn  into  the 
world  throngb  this  by>way  are  look^  npon  as  a  burden,  a  shame,  and  a 
miafbrtane  to  their  parents,  often  made  away  with,  generally  neglected,  and 
very  rarely  find  the  due  share  of  fcmdness  and  countenance  needftil  in  their 
helpless  condition,  and  to  which  they  are  naturally  entitled,  Tho^  an 
those  who  think  to  excuse  Aemftelvee  in  these  pranks  by  pretending  to  fol- 
low the  impulses  of  natare ;  but  surely  it  is  a  atraiige  wt^  of  following 
nature  to  do  that  which  tends  to  choke  the  growth  of  all  natural  afiectioa, 
>  provision  which  Nature  has  Tendered  as  neoeasory  for  the  well-boag  of 
ha  infant  productions,  as  the  mother's  milk  for  their  sustenance;  or  rather 
more  so,  because  if  the  milk  fails,  there  are  other  ways  of  supi^ying  its 
place  by  nurses  and  paps ;  but  parental  instinct  is  not  to  be  bought  with 
money,  nor  a  snccedanenm  to  be  gotten  ibat  will  answer  the  pnipose  efiee- 
tnally ;  for  no  man  can  have  &ie  same  hearty  tenderness  for  anothnr's 
bastard  as  for  his  own  children. 

fint  snppo^e  the  father  ever  bo  strtnigly  inclined  to  procnre  aD  advaatagM 
for  his  child,  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  do  it  completely,  for  to  sncceed  theniii 
he  will  want  some  assistance  and  countenaoce  of  other  people,  which  1m 
muBt  not  expect  to  find :  he  cannot  introduce  hna  among  tus  friends,  rela- 
tioni,  nor  acqnaintance,  nor  teach  him  that  nsefol  science  of  tbe  worid 
which  is  only  to  be  learned  by  experience  and  observation ;  he  has  not  a 
continual  opportonity  of  inspecting  his  conduct,  bnt  his  cares  of  him  moat 
be  tricen  by  stealth  or  at  a  distance ;  in  caaa  of  aiortaJity  he  has  nobody  to 
trust  who  might  prove  a  second  fatber,  for  nobody  will  regard  him  oa  a 
friend  or  rdation,  entitled  to  any  more  than  mere  charity  and  compasnon 
demand  for  a  fellow-cnature  in  distress ;  and  with  all  his  endavours  he  can 
never  secure  him  from  the  disconragements  and  brow-beating  of  censtwiooa 
and  ill-Tiatnred  personi.  In  short,  let  any  man  conaider  how  he  wonld  Eks 
to  have  been  bora  himself  under  such  disadvantages,  and  then  apply  Am 
golden  rule  to  those  who  are  to  be  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood. 

Nor  is  it  enuDgh  to  avoid  the  hazard  of  brmging  them  into  the  world 
in  a  manner  that  shall  make  them  «  ihame  to  ns ;  some  little  consideraiiao 


by  Google 


613  EDUCA'HON. 

■eems  reqaisite  of  what  other  parent  we  ^ve  ttmn  upon  woom  their  tatart 
health  of  body  and  mind  is  to  depend  jointly  vith  ourselves.  People  choou 
solely  for  their  own  pleuore  or  convenienoe  withoot  a  thought  of  their  ris- 
ing hmilies,  unleu  perhaps  to  provide  a  maiateoance  for  them  by  settle- 
ments, and  thu  not  always ;  for  our  novel-haateTB  learn  to  despise  all 
common  prudence,  under  the  notion  of  mercenuy  views  i  their  fancy  of 
circling  joys  which  will  never  end  makes  them  giddy,  so  that  they  can  be- 
hold nothing  calmly  and  steadily  ever  so  little  remote :  an  mgaging  person, 
a  talent  for  diverting  conversation,  includes  all  merit  with  than,  and  con- 
slitutes  the  whole  of  happiness.  But  if  they  like  to  live  in  a  hollow  tree 
themselves,  or  could  be  pure  they  shall  like  it  as  well  ten  years  hence  aa 
they  do  now,  will  their  children  be  happy  by  being  bom  hi  one,  and  having 
nothing  but  the  slender  bark  and  barren  leaves  for  their  shelter  and  sup- 
port ?  It  is  sorely  of  concern  to  them  that  both  parents  should  have  some 
discretion,  considerateness,  knowledge,  and  abilities  capable  of  discembg 
other  objects  beyond  the  cirding  joys ;  and  there  should  be  a  harmony  and 
mutual  esteem  between  the  funilies  on  both  sides :  for  all  these  things  will 
have  a  idiare  of  inflnence  in  determining  the  colour  of  their  lives. 

Bat  h^[Hness  ia  made  up  of  many  ingredieuts,  requiring  foretboaght  to 
provide  for  them,  and  if  any  principal  ingredient  be  wanting,  it  will  render 
all  the.  rest  of  no  avail ;  therefore  it  is  a  cruelty,  or  at  best  an  uupardonabls 
n^Iigencei  when  people  entail  diseases,  distemperatore  of  brain,  weakness, 
or  poverty  upon  their  offspring  by  unsuitable  matches,  or  provide  them  with 
a  parent  who  knows  notluDg  but  trifling  dissipation  and  amusement,  inca- 
pable of  iteadiness  or  consideration,  or  of  helping  then  either  by  instruc- 
tion or  example.  This  is  sacrificing  their  children  to  their  ovm  fond  fancy, 
or  the  glare  of  riches  and  splendour,  whichever  of  the  two  idols  happens  to 
possess  their  imagination 

1  know  one  cannot  hope  to  have  things  at  all  points  exactly  to  our  wish, 
bat  roust  do  the  best  that  is  feasible ;  therefore  shall  not  dictate  how  tu 
the  interests  of  the  parties  themselves  are  to  give  way  to  those  of  their  chfl- 
drea  yet  unborn,  which  must  be  left  to  every  one's  own  judgment  upon  die 
circumstances  of  his  case  :  I  only  say  the  latter  ought  not  to  be  so  totally 
overlooked  as  too  commonly  is  (kiae,  especially  by  very  young  persons,  b^ 
deserves  admittance  into  the  scale  of  consideration,  and  to  have  its  doe 
wei^t  in  determining  the  choice.  And  if  such  weight  has  been  given  in 
making  the  connection,  I  presume  it  will  not  cease  to  operate  afterwards 
during  the  time  of  gestation  ;  but  the  mother  wiU  abstain  from  such  intem- 
peranoeH,  diversi<Hii,  and  hazards,  as  might  prove  hurtful  to  the  burden  she 
bears,  preserving  suoh  a  steadiness  and  sobriety  of  temper  as  may  secure 
her  against  frights  and  lougings ;  and  the  fatlier  will  strive  to  ward  off 
whatever  might  excite  any  turbulent  passions.or  urge  to  any  improper  exerdsea 
which  would  disturb  the  vc^tation  of  the  growing  plant,  or  vitiate  its  juices. 

4.  But  all  that  could  be  urged  npon  these  topics  is  scarce  likely  to  be 
much  heeded,  or  prevail  on  any  to  forego  a  fond  passion  or  fovourite  desire, 
which  hea  nothing  more  than  self  for  its  object :  therefore  I  shall  siqtpoee 
the  children  already  come  into  Being,  and  then  it  may  be  presomed  there 
will  be  a  motion  of  instinct  towards  them;  but  it  is  very  material  whether 
this  principle  be  left  to  operate  at  randon,  solely  by  its  own  impnlaes,  or 
guided  by  jadgment  and  difcretion. 

If  due  eonaderatioB  be  bad,  they  will  not  be  regarded  merely  as  t^y- 
tlungs  ka  the  parents  to  divert  themselves  with,  or  d^ow  about  among  thdr 
friends  and  viHtors  to  remark  how  toll,  how  lusty,  and  how  lively  they  are 
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bat  u  an  important  charge  committed  to  our  hands,  u  onr  neareit  neigh- 
bonra  whose  fortnne  in  this  world  and  the  next  depends  upon  our  manage- 
ment, which  thnefore  deewvea  ta  be  esteemed  a  aerioiu  afiwr,  and  be  made 
the  object  of  onr  coostant  attention.  For  the  constancy  of  the  applicsticm 
ia  of  more  conteqaence  thui  the  vehemence  of  it,  as  a  little  negligence  or 
indiscretion  will  overthrow  the  good  effects  of  many  cares.  People  are  apt 
to  be  prodigiously  anxious  for  their  children  by  starts,  just  when  it  comes 
atrongjy  intb  their  heads,  and  then  think  no  more  of  them  for  long  interrtUs 
afterwards.  In  their  serious  moods  they  collect  treatJaee  of  education,  in 
hopes  to  God  a  secret  there  for  becoming  excellent  managers  by  the  bare 
perusal :  but  theee  aids  at  moat  can  only  direct  them  in  some  perticulora 
how  to  apply  their  iodostry,  but  can  never  infuse  it :  they  must  draw  this 
principle  from  their  own  fond,  and  have  gotten  an  habitual  diligence  before 
they  become  qualified  to  reap  any  benefit  from  the  obserVBtionB  soggeeted  to 
them.  It  is  not  a  set  of  rules,  how  complete  soever,  but  a  steady  vigilance 
and  readiness  to  seize  every  opportunity  of  practising  them,  that  most  do 
the  work  :  where  there  is  the  Utter,  it  will  go  a  great  way  towards  supply- 
ing deficiencies  in  the  former,  for  we  see  people  with  very  little  knowledge  or 
JD^iment  succeed  well  enough  for  common  use  by  an  assiduous  application 
of  such  judgment  as  they  have,  and  there  are  many  more  errors  committed 
in  the  world  throogh  n^ligence  than  ignorance. 

.  I  know  very  well  the  nursery  cannot  and  ought  not  to  engross  all  onr 
time,  for  thoagh  our  nearest  neighbours  reside  there,  we  have  other  nei^- 
hours  beside  to  whom  a  proportionable  share  of  our  regard  is  due :  but  thoee 
who  are  nearest  deserve  to  be  foremost  in  our  thouf^ts,  and  that  there  be 
no  want  of  attention  by  which  they  might  snfier.  The  business  of  a  pTo- 
fesnon,  the  duties  of  our  station,  and  other  necessary  avocations  must  be 
complied  with,  and  therefore  may  be  allowed  to  abate  somethmg  from  our 
assiduities  to  home  concerns ;  but  the  lattw  clearly  daim  the  preference 
before  matters  of  mere  amusement,  diveruon,  and  self-indulgence:  which 
therefwe  ought  to  be  pursued  only  so  for  as  can  be  done  withoat  detrimoit 
to  them. 

Yet  self-indulgence  is  not  the  only  dancM  to  be  guarded  against,  the 
Csndneas  which  first  attaches  ns  so  stron^y  to  our  own  homoart,  when 
tranaferredupontbelittleones,  may  dotbeminfinitemischief :  those  nearest 
neighbours  certainly  deserve  to  be  loved  as  oarsdves,  but  it  has  been  shown 
in  a  f(>nner  pltux  that  whoever  loves  himself  improperly  does  no  kindness 
to  aitother  by  loving  him  in  the  same  manner,  and  may  offend  grossly 
against  the  law  of  charity  by  doing  as  he  would  be  done  by.  If  we  neglect 
our  own  intavsts  t»  gr^ify  some  present  fond  deure,  it  a  ft^y  ;  if  we  do 
the  Lke  by  our  children,  it  is  injustice  and  cruelty :  for  nature  has  given 
them  no  knowledge  of  their  own,  hnt  entrusted  them  to  our  judgment :  if 
therefore  we  refose  them  the  full  benefit  they  might  receive  therefivm,  we 
betray  onr  trust. 

Tenderness  we  cannot  have  too  much,  provided  it  be  under  the  control 
of  reason ;  and  this  may  incline  us  to  procure  them  all  the  pleasure  and 
eaaeconsistent  with  th^  good,  but  never  give  way  to  a  present  indulgence 
thai  may  be  attended  with  mischievoas  or  dangerous  consequences.  I  have 
heard  people  value  themselves  upon  their  inability  to  reast  an  opportunity 
they  know  to  be  hnrtfol :  but  if  this  be  excusable  from  the  weakness  of 
human  nature,  certainly  it  is  not  matter  of  glorifying,  they  ou^t  to  be 
ashamed  of  it,  and  strive  to  mend  it  as  soon  as  possible  :  for  they  know  not 
how  Nverely  their  darlings  may  rue  for  the  delay. 
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But  feodnmi  »  geiunlly  aooompuiied  wkh  aa  anxiot]'  that  Btagnifiei 
daogen.  and  renden  Utem  >n  obctai^  agwiut  measures  we  should  ocber- 
iriwjttdgeaxpedient;  but  theraia  a  fbrtitiule  requisite  in  our  dealti^  with 
thoK  under  our  care  as  well  aa  in  our  peremal  coocema,  and  this  b  anrart 
founded  upon  the  coatcfoplatiao  of  Providenoe.  We  know  that  children 
are  the  gift  of  God,  not  given  for  our  aalcee  alone,  for  iiiej  bear  their  purt 
in  the  general  ifaten,  and  inuat  nodergo  whUever  fate  the  interest  of  ths 
whole  shall  require ;  therefore  we  must  not  tlnnk  to  have  them  excnpt 
from  aocidenti,  bat  {irepare  to  rest  couteDted  under  whatever  shall  befidU 
as  being  well  aatiafied  that  the  most  mystenooa  4iBpeQ*atiotis  are  orderad  in 
perfect  wMmn  for  the  beat.  Nevcrtbeliaa,  tt  behoves  us  to  take  all  the 
cantion  we  can  agaiait  accidents,  nor  ever  to  hazard  them  wanttmlf,  and 
then  we  m^  rest  aaanred  that  howerer  unfavouniUe  the  eveot  may  appear. 
it  will  tnm  out  in  the  end  to  some  naknown  benefit  both  <^  ourselTes.  and 
of  those  on  whom  our  cares  were  beatowed.  Nor  are  they  liable  to  exter-i 
nal  chances  alone,  but  likewise  to  suffer  many  by  dips  and  failures  in  ow 
aehea ;  with  all  our  resolution  to  the  contrary,  we  shall  sometinieB  b« 
n^ligQnr,  remiss  in  oar  oares,  and  wholly  taken  op  in  gratifying  Our  own 
paaaions  and  foncies :  it  b  better  we  should  be  apprized  of  oor  in&mity 
beforehand,  for  then  we  shall  be  less  mortified  and  disheartened  when 
mistakes  do  happen,  and  shall  staod  toon  upon  the  watch  to  prevent  them. 
For  oonfidenee  b^cts  cardeasBeea,  and  he  that  is  too  aure  of  succeeding  in 
any  worit  cora^etely,  oommonly  &ils  to  the  perfonoaiice  throng  that  very 
aemrity. 

5.  Bat  tboogh  a  rteady  industry  and  vigilanoe  be  the  principat  things, 
they  will  yield  more  profitable  fraita  according  as  directed  by  better  jn^- 
meot  and  tnfonsation.  which  being  derivable  from  many  quarters,  every 
oae  may  be  allowed  to  add  what  ligfats  he  can  to  the  eonunon  riodi  for  tfa« 
dkance  of  making  tiie  road  dearer  in  some  of  its  bearii^.  There  have 
been  too  many  and  too  masterly  systems  of  edwcwtion  already  compiled, 
for  me  to  make  any  improvement  upon  them  ;  yet  since  old  thiogs  re- 
peated  in  a  different  manner  may  sometimes  obtam  a  reconsideiatioB  after 
having  beea  nf^lected,  I  may  attempt  to  remind  people  of  what  they  had 
ovarkobed  or  forgotten,  without  pretending  to  instruct  them  in  what  they 
do  not  know.  Nor  do  I  purpose  to  deal  so  moch  in  rales  and  maxims,  aa 
in  snggeeting  the  porticulBr  aims  to  be  had  in  view  in  the  application  of 
our  cares ;  for  having  nsed  myself  as  fiur  aa  possible  to  proceed  by  reaaoti 
father  than  by  rolg,  and  seeming  bo  have  found  benefit  in  this  practice,  it 
is  natural  to  recommend  to  others  what  has  proTod  beneficial  to  myself. 

And  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the  i^oper  pwit  of  intention  to  he 
pQiBMediqion  everyoccaston  could  be  disoemed  and  bomein  mind,  common 
sense  wosld  seUom  &it  e€  directing  to  the  proper  measures  for  attainii^  it : 
for  it  is  eaavtff  see  whit  would  prevent  the  powth  of  slothfulness,  iaton- 
perance,  impetuouty,  and  sqneanush  deUcacy,  than  to  remembo'  or  be  fully 
seoaible  of  the  "■■'■*r^  bf  those  evil  habits. 

In  order  to  procoed  with  regularity  and  effect,  it  will  be  requisite  to  have 
aomething  of  a  plan  eonlaiaing  an  ultimate  end  to  be  {nxmosed,  together 
widi  Ute  snbordinate  aims  eoodnctiag  thereto :  the  end  to  be  steadUy  ad- 
hered to  throughout,  bat  the  conducting  lines  will  admit  «f  conttBiial 
additisas  and  slteratioaa  to  be  made  oacseioaally  according  aa  there  is  room 
for  any  inprovemeni,  or  some  inisdiicf  to  be  remedied,  or  some  danger  to 
be  gaudsd  against.  Bat  I  ooaieeire,  a  great  deal  depend*  upon  the  aha 
and  expectations  with  which  parents  set  out  at  irst,  which  ihcy  generall/ 
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trbj  much  too  higa,  jet  cunot  d^Ntrt  from  nntil  sohw  grierouB  diK^t- 
pentment  quite  diwcawerts,  uid  throws  them  oat  of  any  turn  at  all. 
PBofie  are  apt  to  &mk  their  dtildren  ocnpaiiels,  the  sole  object  deserving 
admiratiaa  and  regazd,  and  depend  apon  their  parts  and  their  own  sagacitj 
tor  i^fiting'  them  something  extracvdiiMVf  and  aDpereminent  above  their 
eqnib,  ezpeoting  that  all  tiuaga  and  all  perauta  iboiild  [djr  to  their  interests 
and  desires.  By  this  means  tibty  miss  of  many  advantages  that  might  have 
been  prooHedfot  diem,  as  lMingdectt«dbek>w  their  notioe,  tad  t(»ch  them 
to  be  adisii.  conceited,  onreaaoaaU^,  inpMient  of  contradiction,  and  fictfal 
nnder  diaappointments. 

Vniereaa  if  vnrj  man  would  consider  that  other  people  have  their  iiw 
tereats  and  desires  as  wdl  as  he,  together  wUh  an  equal  right  to  pursne 
them,  and  believe  it  possible  that  some  in  the  world  may  have  apter  subjeets 
to  work  npon  together  with  better  skill  and  management  to  improve  theo) 
than  hhoself,  he  wonld  be  then  more  likely  to  disoem  what  is  attainable  in 
\iu»  general  competition,  and  apply  hb  endeavours  thereto  without  nuting 
them  Dpoo  what  b  not  so.  For  haj^Hneao,  the  proper  ultimate  aim  of 
all  our  Bdiemce,  does  not  lie  in  comparison,  nor  is  the  value  c^  it  at  all 
altered  by  another's  poesesung  more  or  leas :  whoever  thinks  to  engross  it 
to  hknself  and  his  own  family  will  find  himself  defeated ;  he  may  siwoeed 
better  by  aiming  attentiv«ly  at  suchdiare  of  the  hleseings  poured  out  among 
raaniiud  as  the  tnorses  of  Providence  shall  from  time  to  time  bring  within 
his  Teach,  llierefare  Ae  solid  hsppiuess  of  our  ofispring  in  the  enjoyments 
of  this  life,  and  doe  preparation  for  the  next,  onglit  to  be  made  our  ulti- 
mate aim,  by  tl>e  tendency  whereto  all  our  other  desirea  for  them  ought  to 
be  regulated :  we  may  huidably  wish  tbem  all  the  good  we  can  reasonably 
imagine  sodi,  bnt  we  need  not  wish  all  othos  to  foil  inferior  to  them 
therein,  for  that  has  no  tendency  to  thdr  benefit :  for  as  has  been  shown 
m  a  former  place,  God  has  so  interwoven  the  interests  of  mankind,  that 
tnty  oiu  bu  a  panwaaJ  oonoeni  in  the  happiness  of  every  other,  nor  can 
iny  be  oompkteh  h>9py  untU  oU  are  so.  and  each  man  makes  his  own  od- 
vant^ee  more  effectwdly,  in  proportion  as  he  can  contribute  to  thoee  of  his 
lello4r-«Teatans. 

Henoeitqipeais.thatto  nakeadiild  us^ul  is  the  ready  way  to  make  Um 
happy,  nor  can  the  one  be  totally  disrtguxled  without  failing  of  the  other  i 
thenfon  oae  part  of  oar  ultimate  end  to  be  held  oonstaatly  in  view  onght 
to  be  the  trainii^  him  in  such  Ksnncr  as  may  r«nda  him  serviceat^  to 
the  frorid,  either  by  helping  forwatd  the  important  uses,  or  adding  to  tho 
conveniencto,  or  at  least  the  entertainment  of  others,  according  as  he  is 
qualified  and  sitMMd;  and  ev«n  in  those  many  punts  relative  only  to  his 
own  profit  or  ogoyment.  yet  prodance  will  require  as  to  pursne  them  so 
as  may  render  them  oompatiUe  with  those  of  ath«r  perscms ;.  for  if  ws  think 
to  gam  sn  advantage  for  him  W  irays  that  must  pi-bve  detrimental  to  tb* 
rest  of  mOnlund,  we  can  never  hope  to  sncoeed ;  or  if  we  should,  the  quc- 
ceia  wiU  be  fatal,  as  drawii^  g^vous  machief  after  it. 

A  selfish,  ^fKmm^uiuf,  overrescliing  temper,  somicion,  ranningj  and  dis> 
simnlation  are  sometiraes  inculcated  Uirough  a  mistaken  policy,  because  at 
first  sight  seeming  eminently  beneficial  to  the  possessor ;  hat  since  swdi 
qaafitiea  most  be  tronbleaome  and  hurtful  to  whomsoever  he  has  to  deij 
with,  they  will  turn  ont  to  his  own  great  damage  in  the  long  pm. 

So  thai  batldes  a  conformity  to  the  osages  and  characters  aroand  us  to 
be  regarded  for  our  own  sakes  that  we  may  know  how  to  steer  safely  and 
wisely  among  them;  h  is  necessary  likewise  to  have  an  eye  9poa  the  con 
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fonuity  of  intererts  unon^  muikind,  that  we  may  ky  our  » 

as  poBsiUe  in  puncuDg  our  own,  K>  as  not  to  clash  or  interfere  with  tboaa 

of  anyboby  elae;  not  considering   oar  hmiliee  as  distinct  and  separate 

bodies,  but  as  memben  of  the  oomniunity  whereto  we  bdong,  coparceners 

oi  the  blessings  distributed  among  the  whole,  and  entitled  to  the  best  we 

can  procure  for  them  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  other  daimaats 

for  BO  much  as  they  can  attain  for  tbemielvei. 

6.  Now  to  obtain  our  end  it  is  obrions  that  care  must  be  had  both  of 
the  body  and  of  the  mind,  each  in  its  due  proportion  to  be  noorished  iq>  to 
the  highest  perfection  the  materials  natnre  has  put  into  our  hands  are  ca- 
pable of,  neither  of  them  to  be  neglected  through  an  injudicious  ftnidnesa 
for  improving  the  other  :  for  a  constitution  enfeebled  fay  intense  Isbomr  of 
thonght,  or  an  exuberant  health  without  any  judgment  to  guide  it,  will 
never  make  uther  a  happy  or  «  useful  man. 

As  for  the  growth  and  health  of  the  body,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  ghr* 
directions  thereupon,  as  being  a  matter  whereof  I  hare  no  skill ;  ntv  do  I 
apprehend  any  great  skill  is  wanted  for  private  persona :  if  there  are  any 
natural  defects,  or  weakness,  or  diseases,  recourse  may  be  bad  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  faculty ;  and  if  there  are  not,  the  parents  themselves  will  ba 
sufficiently  directed  by  their  own  sagacity,  or  the  infjsrmation  of  their 
own  frieude  and  acquaintance,  to  the  proper  courses  of  management,  so 
they  be  careful  to  pursue  them ;  therefore  iqstniction  is  not  so  needful  lure, 
as  admonition,  lliey  may  please  then  to  remember  that  the  vigour  and 
abilities  of  manhood  is  the  object  whereto  they  are  continually  to  have 
respect:  it  is  not  enough  to  consult  the  present  ease  and  accommodationa 
of  the  diild,  to  keep  it  plump  in  good  lacing  and  lively,  but  att«itioB  is 
likewise  due  to  all  methods  that  may  strengthen  the  conatitation,  purify 
the  blood,  render  the  joints  supple,  and  give  it  a  dexterity  in  the  use  of  all 
its  limbs  and  organs  of  speech ;  that  no  ligatures  be  suffered  to  retard  the 
circulation,  nor  shoes  to  pinch  the  feet,  nor  anything  done  or  admitted  by 
which  it  may  grow  lumpish,  distorted,  or  feeUe,  or  be  otluraise  impaired 
to  its  foture  detriment  or  uneasiness. 

But  health  and  vigour  cannot  yield  their  full  benefits  in  a  tender,  delicato 
constitution,  therefore  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  any  person  to  have  been 
brought  up  in  hardiness  from  lus  childhood ;  for  this  quality  depends  almost 
entirely  upon  custom,  whidi  the  earlier  it  is  begun,  the  easier  and  com- 
pleter it  will  be  acqubred.  If  we  reflect  how  much  we  suffer  from  winds 
and  weathers,  how  much  more  liberty  a  man  has  and  greater  choice  of  em- 
ployments and  pleasures  who  can  take  up  cheerfully  with  bad  accommo- 
dations, and  thrive  upon  any  diet,  we  must  acknowledge  it  a  desirable 
thing  to  be  able  to  do  the  like :  and  there  are  examples  enow  in  the  world 
that  show  to  what  degree  of  hardiness  human  natnre  is  capable  of  being 
trained. 

I  do  not  expect  that  any  among  those  who  may  be  likely  to  give  me  the 
perusal  will  be  able  to  breed  up  tiieir  children  to  the  hardiness  of  a  porter 
or  higblander,  nor  if  they  were  able  is  it  fitting  they  should,  because  to  do 
this  they  must  inure  them  to  a  low  and  laborious  way  of  living,  unsoitabla 
to  the  station  they  are  to  occupy  hereafter,  and  neglect  the  oooompliahmenta 
necessary  to  aoquit  themselves  well  therein ;  eepocially  the  girls,  in  whom 
a  want  of  ccmipleiion  and  sof^ess  of  limbs  might  hinder  their  advance- 
meat.  Yet  it  may  considered  that  the  greatest  degree  of  hardiness  is  a 
thing  valuable  in  itself,  and  well  worth  the  having  if  it  could  be  attained 
witbont  inconveniences  in  other  respectt ;  and  whoever  bean  this  reflection 
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in  bum]  will  be  kmd  of  guning  ao  mnch  of  it,  u  etn  be  (tooe  comntmtlf 
with  thoM  other  respects,  wRt^ting  all  cqiportanities  of  improTing  it  thM 
an  pnoticable,  or  convement  in  the  conditioa  of  life  wherein  he  standi. 

But  the  greatest  of  all  absardities  is  that  of  teaching'  a  diild  to  value 
bimMlf  upon  his  tenderness  and  delicacy ;  this  is  making  a  gtoiy  of  imper- 
fectioni,  whiob  he  will  natnrally  be  prompted  to  increase  by  such  instiga- 
tion :  for  thon^  in  Duuty  cases  they  are  excusable,  either  Jrom  defect  of 
Gonstitntion,  or  the  manner  of  living  one  has  been  necessarily  accustomed 
to  in  ccHnpliance  with  the  company  one  has  consorted  amongst,  still  they 
are  imperfections.  Therefore  if  a  nun  cannot  bear  the  least  htigue  or 
hardship,  nor  rest  a  moment  easy  without  all  his  conveniences  and  d^andea 
about  tum,  though  1  should  not  presently  think  the  worse  of  him  upon 
that  acconnt,  any  more  than  I  sbonld  for  a  bn^en'  teg  or  want  of  an  eye : 
yet  I  tbould  thmk  it  better  and  happier  for  him  if  he  could  be  deliv^ed 
from  those  weaknesses,  which  good  nature  and  politeness  may  overtook, 
bat  folly  alone  can  take  for  topics  of  admiration. 

But  diere  is  a  moderation  in  all  things,  which  will  nstrmn  from  forcing 
lads  upon  things  beyond  their  natural  strength,  or  dangen  to  their  health : 
this  caution  is  not  much  wanted  for  parents  who  generally  transgress  the 
other  way,  bnt  young  people  have  sometimes  destroyed  themselves  t^ 
violent  exercises,  and  the  notion  that  nothing  will  hurt  them ;  they  are 
commonly  led  into  these  dangers  by  their  eagerness  in  pursuit  of  HOmetlung 
tfriking  strongly  opon  their  fancy,  which  urges  them  to  trials  tw  beyond 
any  they  have  eiperienced  before ;  nor  conndering  that  sturdiuess  is  to  be 
acquired  gradually  by  an  habitual  practice  of  the  methods  conducive 
tboreto,  and  not  to  be  gotten  at  once  by  sudden  starts  whenever  they  have 
a  present  occasion  for  it.  Nor  is  it  a  needlesa  caution  to  time  the  exercise 
of  those  methods  rightly,  which  are  then  most  beneficial  when  the  body  is 
in  perfect  health :  people  sometimes  when  taken  with  some  disorder  or 
feverishnesa  wiU  needs  just  then  resolve  upon  being  stout,  and  doing  as 
they  did  at  other  times,  but  this  is  fool-hardhiess  not  bravery,  which  is  ever 
canaistent  with  discretion,  and  watches  the  proper  seasons  for  exerting 
itaelf,  DOT  will  strive  against  nature  when  she  demands  an  indulgence,  that 
will  take  the  better  effect  in  recruiting  \ax  forces,  the  less  she  has  been 
used  to  it  while  not  wanted. 

7.  And  to  lessen  the  hazards  of  damage  to  the  health,  it  will  be  very 
material  that  no  fund  of  mischief  be  laid  in  by  intemperance  ;  for  when  the 
blood  abounds  in  humours  and  foulnesses,  they  are  easily  thrown  off  upon 
some  of  the  nobler  parts  where  they  may  prove  fatal ;  but  when  the  juices 
are  pm«  and  the  circulation  free,  if  some  over-fatigue.  Or  cold,  or  external 
accident  should  happen  to  raise  a  disorder,  nature  will  soon  work  it  off 
again  without  much  trouble.  She  has  given  us  appetite  both  for  our 
'  snstenance  and  entertainmeot ;  the  business  is  to  preserve  appetite  in  that 
gamine  state  wherein  she  gave  it,  for  then  it  wUl  answer  both  pnrpooes 
most  efiectoally :  bnt  there  are  a  thousand  causes  continnally  surrounding 
US  from  our  infancy  which  tend  to  pervert  and  vitiate  appetite  by  grafting 
annatnrat  eraviiws  upon  it. 

When  children  cot  their  teeth,  the  uneasiness  of  the  gums  urges  them  to 
pot  everything  into  th^r  mouths ;  whatever  they  can  lick  or  mumUe  from 
Ibenoe  they  swallow,  especially  if  it  have  any  tweet,  or  salt,  or  piqoanttaete 
that  arouaes  Aem.  As  soon  as  they  can  run  about,  petals  are  continually 
cramming  tiiem  with  cakes  and  sngar-plnmi ;  when  at  school,  the  example 
<^  their  companions  prompts  them  to  get  all  the  pies,  and  fruit,  and  trash 
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they  vtat  Uy  hsiids  Xta ;  t»d  viix»  they  oobk  into'  the  worid,  the  worid  ia 
perpetuiUf  labonriBg  b;  its  ^Kpathj.  by  ita  fksluou,  asd  Ub  exhertatioa^ 
to  extetul  If  petite  beyond  its  natHral  oompaw ;  it  i>  made  a  gcalted  kceoniT 
fdiduDent  to  have  a  tMte  for  c^egauoes,  curioaities,  and  dainties ;  variety 
of  all  IdudB,  the  tricka  of  cookuj,  dishes  of  tempting  fruit,  and  diSerent 
wines,  made  ohligatorr  by  the  jovial  custom  of  toaots,  are  ^>plied  at  aMl 
after  meals  to  atimnlate  to  excess,  and  eren  betwetu  ibeala  people  tlunk 
they  cannot  enjoy  one  another's  company  willioHt  somotliilig  to  eat  or  drink. 

I  am  not  ior  Waking  through  prevailing  custtnna  as  being  a  vain  and 
UDwarraiOaUe  aUeinpti  on  the  contrary.  1  have  before  laid  down  eom- 
pliance  M  a  virtue,  and  reoommended  a  confonnity  with  the  wwld  we  hv« 
in  as  a  priiicip«l  object  to  be  had  in  view  in  fonning.onr  scbtnKB;  there- 
fore 1  woold  not  wish  any  man  to  resdve  upon  never  eating  but  when  he 
is  hungry,  nor  taking  a  fait  more  than  nature  reqoirea ;  for  as  the  world 
goes,  udasbehimaeUhasbeenacciutomed,  bewouIdbysodoiDglooemor* 
than  half  the  comforts  of  society,  and  half  the  pleasnres  of  life.  My  pur> 
pose  is  only  to  remind  paroits  of  the  dangers  han^ng  over  their  cttttdren 
from  the  cradle,  that  tlwy  may  use  their  vigilance  to  guard  against  the 
miacbiefs  of  them  from  the  very  first,  to  beware  of  layiog  temptations  ia 
their  way,  to  bculcate  a  love  of  sobriety  as  a  valuable  quality,  to  make  a 
point  of  honour  in  having  the  command  of  their  craviaga,  and  to  teacb 
them  the  difference  between  cmnidiance  and  feebleness  of  temper,  drawn 
any  way  by  the  ilighte«t  attraction  without  consent  of  the  will, 

I  know  it  ia  impossible  to  keep  appetite  boat  ever  transgresoing  bovnda, 
and  therefore  tixre  is  the  more  need  of  care  and  contrivance  to  restrain  it 
within  bounds  so  &r  as  is  practicable,  that  it  may  never  mtdie  excursiona  of 
itself  beyond  what  the  doe  compliance  with  modes  and  customs  have  ren- 
dered nnavoidabk.  It  seems  a  deuraUe  thing  if  it  were  feasible  to  find 
plajrthinga  or  other  amusements  for  childr^i,  but  never  give  them  anything 
to  eat  i^rely  by  way  of  entertainment  when  not  wanted  for  their  eHj^iCHt 
or  health :  one  most  not  expect  this  regimen  can  be  followed  rigortnuly. 
but  it  will  be  prudent  to  approach  aa  near  to  it,  and  deal  out  those  emiue- 
ments  of  the  taste  as  sparingly  as  possible, 

I  have  indeed  said  just  now,  that  nature  gives  us  appetite  for  our  euto:- 
tainment  as  well  as  fiar  our  aastenance ;  and  when  we  n&eOt  on  the  conti- 
nual return  of  her  calls  three  times  every  day,  it  will  be  found  that  no  in- 
considerable part  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  consists  in  eating :  bat  to  have  it 
a  real  entertainmeDt  we  must  not  take  pain*  to  make  it  anch,  for  there  is 
no  sauce  like  hunger,  and  whatever  contrivances  we  practise  to  aopply  its 
I^BCe  lose  us  more  pleasure  than  Uiey  give.  Fleasttre  shows  her  coquetiahi 
disposition  more  in  this  article  than  any  other  ;  while  we  remain  indifferent 
to  her  she  will  court  ns  daily  of  her  own  accord,  but  if  we  betray  an  eagK-. 
Ben  for  her  fovours,  she  will  turn  her  badi  upon  ns,  and  allow  us  no  nxire 
of  them  than  we  can  estort  from  her  by  arts  and  contrivances,  whioh  must 
be  perpetually  varied  to  obtain  even  a  momentary  delight.  Nor  will  she 
suffer  us  to  return  without  much  difficulty  to  om:  former  tranquil  «tate,  fo( 
people  by  frequent  cramming  etretch  thur  stomadi  beyond  ita  natural  tone 
whidi  then  will  crave  more  than  it  can  digest ;  so  tluit  if  afterwards  they 
would  leam  moderation,  they  cannot,  but  still  eat  too  much  without  know- 
ing it,  because  having  com^ted  that  guide  which  ought  tn  set  the  boonds, 
they  have  no  rule  to  ascertain  when  the  call  of  nature  is  satisfied. 

8.  Tliere  is  likewise  an  inten^terance  of  sleep  very  necessary  to  be 
guarded  against,  because  extremely  apt  to  creep  upon  young  |>eople  espc- 
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cUlly  in  this  cnld  dim&te  wkere  it  gives  a  smart  pain  to  jump  out  of  a 
warm  bed  into  tiie  winter  air :  therefore  this  is  a  piece  of  hardiness  which 
cannot  be  inculcated  too  earlj  bj  aU  the  means  conducive  tltereto,  whether 
»drice,  injunction,  or  shame.  Whik  nnder  the  eye  of  parents  and  masters, 
they  may  be  kept  constantly  to  a  certain  boar,  which  will  make  it  the 
easier  for  tiiem  to  persevere  afterwards,  when  ^tten  from  onder  tbaX  con- 
trol :  if  no  disorder  or  accident  intervene,  they  will  need  no  more  than  ona 
nap  which  cnsbxn  will  have  bnnigfat  to  terminate  of  itMif  jnst  at  the  usual 
hour  I  and  then  if  they  tttm  upon  the  other  ear  to  take  a  second,  they 
shonld  be  taught  to  look  upon  it  as  an  intemperance,  not  at  all  redounding 
to  th^  credit.  But  this  second  nap  is  not  so  bad  as  l3ring  awake,  than 
which  nothing  tends  more  to  foul  die  blood,  to  sharpen  the  juices,  to 
exhaust  the  i^irits,  to  tmbraoe  the  solids,  to  heat  the  blood,  to  stupefy  the 
understanding,  to  destroy  hardiness  and  produce  other  inconveniences  of 
very  mischievous  consequence.  Let  them  sedc  dieir  amusements  dse- 
where,  bnt  reserve  the  b«d  ss  a  place  appropriated  to  sleep  and  sickneaa  t 
for  tf  it  were  possible  to  live  without  n^er  at  those  sa^)ensioDS  of  the  cn< 
joyments  in  life,  nobody  Would  ever  think  of  making  a  bed  a  part  of  his 
furniture. 

A  regularity  of  hours,  so  fiu'  as  is  practicable,  deserves  adherence  in  this 
article,  and  so  it  does  in  the  article  of  eating,  and  all  other  calls  of  Natnre; 
who  may  be  gently  bent  into  any  conrse  by  Custom,  her  second  self,  bnt 
cannot  be  suddenly  put  out  of  the  ways  she  has  been  inured  to,  without 
great  stress  upon  her  forces  and  hazard  of  impairing  them,  nor  can  she 
move  so  vigorously  and  easily  as  when  having  some  steady  course  to  pro- 
cced  in ;  for  the  hnroan  madiine,  as  well  as  a  watdt,  will  be  spoiled  by 
perpetually  setting  forwards  and  backwards,  by  hurrying  on,  or  stopping, 
or  ^storbing  its  movements. 

I  know  there  are  some  professions  which  require  a  frequait  depaiture 
from  rales,  and  every  man  may  sometimes  find  occasions  wherein  it  will 
be  expedient  and  neoessary  to  deviate  a  little ;  therefore  where  there  is 
anything  of  this  sort  in  view,  it  will  be  prudent  to  prepare  natnre  for  audi 
deviations  by  practising  them  beforehand,  that  she  may  receive  the  Icsa 
shodt  from  Uiem  when  they  become  necessary.  For  a  pliancy  to  necessity 
and  expedience  is  both  commendable  and  profitable,  nor  woold  I  have  a 
man  so  hedged  into  his  own  ways,  that  he  should  be  unable  to  stir  an  inch 
to  the  right  or  left  upon  any  consideration  ;  but  thongb  he  may  be  ready 
to  make  an  excursion  upon  good  reason,  he  need  never  suffer  himself  to  be 
put  out  of  his  course  by  any  humour,  or  carelessness,  or  indolence,  but 
adhere  steadily  to  it  so  fiu*  as  his  station  in  life,  and  the  circumstances  of 
his  situation,  shall  render  feasible  and  convenient. 

Bnt  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  a  man  from  his  pillow  till  he  is  quit* 
tired  of  it,  if  he  has  nothing  to  do  when  he  is  up ;  for  he  will  be  apt  to 
think  that  if  he  most  be  idle,  he  may  as  well  be  idle  a-bed  as  elsewhere ;  I 
do  not  say  this  is  a  good  reason,  but  it  will  certainly  weigh  as  such  I 
thus  Sloth  is  the  child  of  Idleness,  continually  uourished  by  it,  and  would 
die  away  of  itself  if  the  latter  could  be  removed.  Therefore  it  would  be  of 
neat  benefit  to  young  people  to  contrrve  if  possiUe,  that  they  should  alwaya 
have  some  employment  to  turn  to  immediately  upon  rising,  some  task  en- 
Joined,  whid)  if  they  despatch  early  they  shall  have  the  more  time  allowed 
them  aftervrards  for  their  own  amosonents ;  or,  which  is  better,  something 
to  dwir  liking  tliat  they  may  ^iply  to  with  pleasure,  and  will  start  fbramost 
in  their  thoughts  as  soon  as  awake.     For  where  inclination  can  be  pressed 
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into  tlie  aervice,  it  will  do  its  boNiKsa  more  efiectnallj  than  fear  or  aatboritr, 
BDd  will  oontinne  to  operate  afterwards  wheo  tbey  are  gotten  from  under 
the  verge  of  authority ;  for  having  experienced  the  benefit  of  this  manage- 
ment, uey  may  be  induced  to  prBCtiae  the  like  upon  thenuelves,  anil  choose 
something  ererj  night  for  which  they  find  an  eagerness,  either  woric  or 
diversion,  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  the  other,  for  the  firot  moming 
employment. 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  restrain  sleep  within  due  bounds,  if  Ote  waking  hours 
be  nSered  to  dream  away  in  a  torpid  indolence  not  much  difierent  from 
deep:  it  is  of  great  serrice  eroa  to  the  health  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  activity. 
continnaUy  exerting  itself  in  some  exercise,  utber  of  body  or  mind.  The 
former  is  more  necessary  for  the  animal  machine,  and  for  that  reason  de> 
serves  to  be  particularly  regarded  for  such  as  are  destined  to  follow  some 
sedentary  profesaion,  that  they  may  be  inured  by  early  custom  never  to  sit 
still  with  their  hands  before  Aem  in  the  intervala  of  bosiaess,  hut  to  move 
briskly  in  their  common  actions,  and  daily  to  practise  such  recreations  as 
may  keep  the  drculation  to  its  proper  flow,  and  prevent  ill  humours  from 
gathering  in  the  blood. 

Yet  an  activity  of  mind  too  is  not  useless  to  the  body,  there  being 
andk  an  intimate  connection  between  the  grosser  and  finer  organizations, 
&aX  irregularities  in  the  one  will  not  fail  to  produce  their  like  in  the  oUier  : 
there  are  some  who  love  to  sit  in  a  comer,  building  castles  in  the  air,  muung 
upon  improbabilities  soothing  to  their  fancy,  and  wishes  of  what  can  never 
happen,  or  perhaps  upon  something  that  has  vexed  them,  or  the  imaginary 
dread  of  mischieft  never  likely  to  befall ;  though  this  may  seem  an  intense- 
ness  of  thought  wherdn  the  mind  is  rather  too  busy  than  too  remiss,  it  is 
in  reality  not  an  activity,  but  passiveness  bound  down  to  an  object  rising 
mechanically  in  the  imagination.  Tempers  of  this  cast  have  a  perpetual 
Ustlessness  and  dilatoriness :  they  apply  to  nothing  readily,  they  do  nothing 
currently,  but  went  to  put  off'  everything  another  minute,  even  their  me^s, 
their  diversions,  and  their  beloved  nightly  repose.  Such  stagnation  of 
thought,  become  habitual,  must  inevitably  introduce  a  like  stagnation  of  the 
vital  juices,  fret  and  waste  the  spirits,  generate  fearfiilneaH  and  melancholy, 
and  impair  the  health  more  than  will  easily  be  imagined. 

nUs  mischief  then  deserves  an  early  anention  to  obviate,  the  more  be- 
cause difficult  to  be  discovered  in  ita  b^inninga,  for  we  cannot  penetrate 
into  the  thoughts  to  see  what  passes  there  :  but  before  grown  inveterate, 
it  wiU  show  itself  in  the  actions,  or  rather  in  the  inertness  of  disposition, 
and  then  no  time  should  be  lost  to  cure  it,  nor  any  means  omitted  that  can 
be  devised  to  teach  children  to  find  an  issue  for  their  thoughts  by  running 
them  in  current  trains,  and  to  take  pleasure  in  making  good  despatch  of 
evenrthing,  as  well  in  their  tasks  as  their  amusements. 

Nevertheless  it  must  not  be  forgot,  that  there  is  a  contrary  extreme, 
which  uiges  to  make  more  haste  than  good  speed,  a  continual  hurry  and 
agitation  never  satisfied  hot  when  in  motion,  an  impatience  to  do  things 
before  the  proper  time,  and  eagemeaa  to  despatch  them  at  once  by  .a  violent 
exolion,  an  over- solicitude  for  the  socceaa  of  measures,  and  a  vexation 
upon  any  rub  happening  to  fall  in  their  way.  This  temper  likewise  is  nn- 
favourable  to  the  health,  for  mischief  wilt  ensue  upon  predpitating  die  cir- 
culation of  blood  and  animal  spirits,  as  well  as  upon  retarding  it ;  a  calm 
and  steady  alertness  flowing  in  one  uniform  tenor,  always  briu  and  lively, 
never  anxious  nor  ti^idating,  is  the  desirable  point  to  be  pursued.  "Diere- 
Are  we  mnst  so  labour  to  cure  one  evil  as  not  to  incur  another,  and  keep 
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BO  eye  npon  Scylla  while  we  endeavour  to  ateer  dear  of  Charybdis.  I  Icddw 
it  i«  a  difficult  matter,  perbaps  impMaible,  ta  hit  exactly  the  golden  mean, 
but  we  shall  come  the  nearer  by  being  apprised  of  the  dangere  on  either 
hand ;  though  I  think  the  former  ie  the  greater,  the  more  frequently  fallen 
into,  and  harder  to  be  cured.  The  beat  can  be  done  most  be  by  diligence 
in  watching  the  approaches  of  either,  and  applying  the  praper  remedy  aa 
soon  as  they  are  perceived. 

9.  Thus  much  for  the  body,  which  in  earlieat  infancy  requires  more  at- 
tention than  the  mind ;  but  the  latter  will  soon  demand  a  preference,  and 
may  be  begun  upon  even  in  the  first  year  of  lite,  by  helping  the  little  Acui- 
ties to  open,  and  laying  the  foundation  of  that  most  valuable  quality  which 
will  stand  them  in  stead  ever  after,  I  mean,  a  pliancy  of  desire.  For  chil- 
dren naturally  cry  for  what  they  want,  but  it  is  of  greater  importance  than 
nurses  and  mothers  are  willing  to  own,  to  let  them  never  extort  anything 
by  this  means,  yet  not  to  refose  them  roughly  or  with  an  angry  counte- 
nance, but  smiling  and  amusing  them  with  aomething  else,  sometimes  even 
taking  away  thdr  playthings  in  like  manner ;  for  this  practice  will  save 
them  a  great  deal  of  trouble  at  other  times,  when  they  happen,  as  they  fre* 
frequently  will  do,  to  catch  up  things  that  would  hurt  them,  which  then 
you  most  take  away :  for  discipline  cannot  be  begun  too  early,  provided  it 
be  done  gently,  but  steadily,  without  intervals  of  remisoness. 

The  same  reason  nill  direct  to  prevent  the  constant  presence  of  their 
unrsea  from  becoming  neceasary  to  tbem,  that  they  may  bear  at  any  time  to 
see  them  go  out  of  the  room  and  be  left  contentedly  in  other  people  s  handa, 
more  especially  your  own ;  for  you  cannot  be  too  early  in  gaining  their  ac- 
quaintance and  liking,  of  which  youiULy  make  excellent  use  for  their  benefit. 
U  little  hurta  or  dangers  befall,  never  set  up  an  outcry,  for  that  will  frighten 
them,  but  try  to  jest  it  ofi",  for  thongh  they  cannot  enter  into  your  jeat,  they 
will  be  kept  in  humour  by  the  pleasantnesa  of  your  looks  and  gestures. 
When  in  pain  with  their  teeth  or  otherwise,  give  them  all  the  relief  and 
ease  you  can,  but  do  not  bemoan  them  nor  put  on  a  disconsolate  wofnl 
countenance,  which  would  teach  them  to  double  the  evil  by  grieving  it ; 
symp^y  catches  sooner  than  commonly  taken  notice  of,  and  indeed  is  the 
only  language  intelligible  to  children,  therefore  you  had  need  be  very 
eautiDUg  what  ideas  you  convey  by  thia  channel :  aa  pains  and  troubles  ac- 
company every  state  of  life,  it  is  of  great  advantage  for  the  inhnt  mind  to 
be  inured  to  bear  them  easily. 

Flaythinga  will  be  readily  admitted,  because  everybody  sees  they  divrai  the 
child,  but  present  amusement  is  not  the  sole  ol^ect  I  would  have  in  view ; 
wherefore  I  should  choose  such  as  have  some  movements  belonging  to  them, 
will  take  to  [uecee,  and  bear  being  banged  about  without  breaking :  for  they 
will  serve  b^  to  exercise  their  little  limbs  and  sagacity,  which  you  may 
asust  by  gradually  showing  him  how  to  manage  them  in  proportion  as  he 
is  capable  of  imitating  yon.  Nor  need  you  always  resort  to  the  shops  for 
materials,  a  little  hammer,  a  coffee-mill,  or  the  bell-trigger  will  do  to  show 
him  bow  they  are  to  be  used,  or  your  penknife  sheath  ?ar  him  to  pull  open 
and  shut  again.  I  have  sometimes  tried  to  throw  a  napkin  over  their  heada, 
thnut  a  pla3rthing  into  their  sleeve,  or  put  tbem  under  some  little  difficulty 
from  which  they  can  extricate  themaelvea :  the  women  always  interpose  im- 
mediately upon  those  occasions,  which  I  oonceive  tends  to  make  tlie  ^ild 
helpless,  and  dependent  upon  others  for  its  relief  in  every  trifling  instance ; 
but  my  view  is  to  teach  him  to  help  himself,  and  struggle  with  difficulties 
of  which  he  will  meet  with  numbers  when  he  comes  into  the  wide  vrorld  :  bat 
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tbencare  most  oe  taken  not  to  teaie  him  in  Hkm  experiments,  which  there- 
fore  I  wonld  never  aaSer  to  be  practised  opon  him  l^  other  children,  if  there 
mre  any  bi^er  in  the  house. 

You  may  lilcewise  Uy  him  upon  the  ground  to  sprawl  aboHt  aa  he  eta  ; 
if  yon  are  afraid  of  daubing  hie  frock,  you  may  ipread  a  sheet  for  him  to 
trawl  apcm,  and  if  that  be  too  fine  to  tout^  the  filthy  carpet  you  may  lay  a 
coarser  between :  when  he  is  tired  do  not  take  him  up  instantly,  byt  let 
him  wait  till  the  second  or  third  call.  Many  little  devices  may  be  thoagbt 
of  to  pnt  him  upon  striving  for  himself  and  acqairing  a  dexterity  in  the 
me  of  his  hands  and  his  feet,  nor  would  it  perhaps  be  useless  if  he  were 
taoght  to  make  a  variety  of  noises  instead  of  squalling  perpetually  in  the 
same  note,  as  this  roig^t  give  him  a  better  command  over  the  moscles  of 
bis  month  when  he  comes  to  learn  articulate  sou&da,  and  help  to  prevent 
lispbg,  starom«ing,  and  other  such  like  imperfections :  for  every  organ  of 
the  machine,  the  earlier  and  more  rariooe  play  it  is  iaured  to,  the  more 
pliant  it  will  be,  and  the  easier  to  be  managed. 

10.  When  the  child  can  run  alone,  and  prattle,  the  facnltiee  b^n  to 
spread  and  afford  a  little  larger  scope  for  improving  them  :  care  will  then 
Iw  wanting  to  make  him  Bp«ak  plain,  to  pronounce  words  of  similar  soond 
distinctly,  to  understand  the  diSerence  between  those  of  the  same  sound, 
and  to  know  the  meaning  of  what  he  says.  When  he  comes  to  read  there  will 
be  a  diffictdty  to  gn-event  his  getting  into  atone,  which  everybody  learns  more 
or  less  at  Snt,  and  not  one  in  a  thousand  can  wholly  get  rid  of  all  their 
lives  after.  The  most  likely  way  to  avoid  or  to  cure  it  seems  to  be  by 
writing  down  some  sentraces  that  yon  may  have  used  yonnelf  or  should  b« 
likely  to  use  npon  particular  occasions  in  common  diecoarse,  in  jtAing  and 
merriment,  in  anger  and  expostulation,  in  importuning,  in  compassionatiBg, 
in  telling  a  story,  in  relating  an  historical  fast,  in  describing  something 
grand,  magnificent,  or  snrprising :  and  teaching  him  ts  reed  them  exactly 
in  the  same  manner  as  you  spoke  them :  for  by  this  means  he  may  learn 
the  natural  emphasis  and  inflections  of  voice  belonging  to  the  several  st^ea, 
the  familiar,  the  hum(»ou8,  the  pathetic,  the  narrative,  and  the  snblime. 

The  object  now  to  be  had  in  view  vrill  be  to  encourage  the  growth  of  hi* 
faculties,  to  whet  his  sagacity,  and  begin  to  store  his  mind  vrith  such  little 
sparks  of  knowledge  as  be  is  capeble  of  receiving  :  for  which  purpose  it 
will  be  expedient  to  gain  hie  con6dence  and  friendship,  that  he  may  applf 
to  you  of  his  own  accord,  not  be  uneasy  in  your  company,  nor  want  to  nt 
away  among  the  servants,  that  he  piay  have  no  scruple  of  telling  yon  what 
he  has  been  doing  when  oat  of  eight,  nm  stand  under  perpetul  dreed  ol 
your  displeasure.  Yet  it  will  be  necessary  to  preserve  in  him  a  dependence 
and  reverence,  which  yon  may  better  do  by  steadiness  than  sternness,  not 
perpetually  constraining  him  in  his  motions  nor  interrupting  his  plays,  rather 
assisting  his  contrivance  in  the  prosecution  of  them :  laying  as  few  com- 
mands as  possible,  but  always  enforcing  those  you  do  lay  with  a  peremptory 
mildness,  and  so  far  as  feasiUe  pointing  out  the  reasons  and  expedience  at 
themj  If  correction  be  needful  it  must  not  be  adminietered  in  anger,  nor 
without  an  egression  of  nnwitlingnees,  and  showing  the  necessity  of  it 
for  prevention  of  worse  consequences. 

When  he  plies  yon  with  questions  do  not  discourage  him,  for  curiceity 
well  turned  is  the  main  spring  of  knowledge :  he  wiU  probably  ask  mors 
than  yon  have  skill  to  answer ;  if  tliis  be  the  case  acknowledge  it  honesty, 
and  do  not  save  your  own  credit  by  chiding  or  lan^iing  at  him  for  hit  im- 
peitinenee ;  if  the  thing  be  above  his  comprehension,  or  not  proper  to  be 
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knawn,  or  too  trifling  to  deserre  paine,  sbow  him  thst  calmly ;  if  none  of 
these  obatadei  interfere,  expictin  the  matter  cleariy  to  bis  capacity,  or  which 
is  better  where  it  can  be  dene,  follow  Socrates'  nietiiod,  by  leading  him 
dexteroutly  to  find  oat  the  proper  amwer  for  hinwdf. 

As  this  bownen  of  dealm^  with  a  child's  cnrioaity  is  a  veiy  difficuh  point 
to  amtage,  it  will  be  well  worth  the  parent's  while  to  stady  it  as  a  science, 
and  prepare  himsdf  be&>rel»nd  for  the  exercise :  for  by  this  way  yon  may  in- 
stil more  instnietion  than  by  precept  or  domment,'  becanse  while  you  give 
the  child  lessons  perhaps  hie  bead  is  running  a  wool^thering,  so  that  not  a 
word  of  them  sticks,  bnt  when  asking  questions  his  attention  is  open,  and 
iMJlhing  of  wtMtt  yon  can  pour  wiU  ran  over.  There  is  the  like  advantage  in 
eniplaying  little  plays,  feate  of  dexterity,  tridu  apon  cards,  bits  of  paper  to 
be  dispoeed  in  different  figures,  prints,  stories,  riddles,  and  sach  like,  for 
wbtfting  his  ingenoity :  nor  will  it  be  useleas  sometimes  to  criticiBe  his  ex* 
pressions  uid  try  to  pnzile  Um,  provided  the  attack  be  no  greater  than  he 
can  defend  >'i"H^f  agaimt,  or  that  you  help  bim  out  if  he  be  gravelled;  for 
then  he  will  not  be  disheartened  by  it,  but  learn  to  speak  warily,  correctly, 
expressively,  and  pertinently,  and  te  tUnk  of  what  he  says. 

But  every  tbing  is  «ot  to  be  made  a  p)ay  of,  either  in  childhood  or  ma- 
tority  of  age,  for  those  who  resolve  Co  live  b  whole  life  of  amnsement  are 
(be  mort  useless,  and  generally  the  arast  unhappy  of  mortals  :  therefore  one 
prisapal  view  moat  be  to  ianre  him  early  to  something  of  ta^  and  disci- 
pline, to  train  him  gnKhally  to  bear  close  application ;  and  so  fsr  to  consuK 
his  ease,  as  it  caa  be  procared  by  giving  him  a  taste  for  work,  by  tcachirg 
him  despsktch  in  it,  and  in^iring  him  with  an  ardoor  for  the  profidency 
to  be  attained  by  it :  for  the  enrest  road  to  ease  and  pleasure  is  not  by  fly- 
ing labour,  bntt  by  levning  to  take  delight  in  so  much  as  the  health  and 
forces  will  bear. 

Nevertheless,  different  subjects  require  very  difierent  management,  which 
makea  it  behovefal  to  observe  carefully  the  talents  and  disposition  of  die 
child,  that  yoa  may  know  what  he  is  capable  of,  and  which  way  his  genius 
points,  what  irr^ularittes  he  is  liable  to,  and  provide  agamst  tiiem  in  time, 
whetfer  he  be  rash  or  timorous,  impetuous  or  ringgish,  to  improve  nature 
when  she  la  bvonrable,  and  amend  her  where  she  is  deficient,  to  form  the 
behaviour  in  conversing  among  fttrangers,  that  it  may  be  clear  both  of 
rudeness  and  bashfulness. 

Renid  ebonld  likewise  he  had  to  At  profeauon  or  wav  of  life  he  is 
intended  to  folkm,  that  be  may  have  sach  sentiments  inculcated,  and  be 
■ccastomed  to  socb  courses  of  employment  as  are  suitable  or  preparatory 
thereto.  A  habit  of  keeping  account  of  expenses,  and  readiness  and  plain* 
nesB  of  st^  io  epistolary  oorrespondence  will  be  serviceable  in  almost  all 
atationa ;  it  is  of  more  impottanee  to  be  regular  than  minute  in  the  former, 
and  in  the  latter  to  bedrar,  easy,  and  lively,  than  to  be  witty,  or  if  this  ba 
aiaoed  at,  it  is  better  hit  by  the  practioe  of  catching  such  diverting  thoughts  as 
oocnr,  than  by  puaqttng  fov  them.  This  caotion  of  accommodating  we  first 
2Karaof  life  to  thoae  which  aretofcAow,  seems  particularly  needfm  for  gen- 
tlemen who  design  their  younger  children  for  trades  or  occapatioas  wherein 
tiiey  are  to  get  their  livcMiood ;  for  wiAout  very  pradent  raaoagement,  the 
elegances,  the  siyerftuities,  aad  round  of  pleasures  they  are  suflered  to  par> 
take  to  at  home,  will  titterly  iacapodtate  them  for  a  life  of  parsimony  and 
Bj^llicstisn  to  bBDneas. 

For  lads  intending  to  go  npoo  t^  line  «f  learning,  it  has  been  disputed  whether 
a  school  or  a  prixate  tutor  be  mate  eligible ;  the  ^seassion  of  this  point  seems 
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neeill«u  foi*  general  use  because  few  can  aibrd  the  latter,  and  pertnp*  iJier* 
are  some  parents. from  whose  example  and  manner  of  living  little  good  ia 
to  be  gotten  at  home,  no  they  had  better  pat  their  children  into  other 
hands.  Where  there  ii  a  robuet  conetitution,  good  principlea  well  riveted, 
and  a  sturdinew  of  temper  not  easily  wound  abont  hy  the  incitements  of  a 
companion,  I  conceive  a  large  acbool  may  be  beet ;  hot  if  the  frame  b* 
lender,  the  inclinations  SGBpicioDS,  or  the  mind  too  flexible  by  any  impnlae,  I 
should  prefer  a  small  one,  becaose  there  he  may  be  more  narrowly  obwrveiL 

When  delivered  up  to  the  master,  thinge  tnurt  be  left  to  bis  management, 
for  it  would  be  preBumptaooB  to  teach  a  professor  any  thing  in  his  own  sci- 
ence ;  yet  I  may  offer  by  way  of  Query,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
exercise  children's  memory  upon  things,  more  than  upon  words,  and  in- 
stead of  those  burdensome  tasks  usually  set  them  upon  repetition  days, 
which  seem  needful  only  to  qualify  them  for  stage  players,  to  put  thnn 
upon  repeating  the  substance  of  what  lessons  they  have  learned  the  week  be- 
fore, preserving  some  remarkable  words  and  turns  of  expression,  or  passages 
which  have  a  parti<  alar  beanty  or  energy.  And  likewise  whether  among  the 
Theses  given  to  declaim  'jpon,  it  might  not  be  profitable  sometimes  to  chooae 
those  wherein  the  boys  will  be  heartily  interested,  in  order  to  assimilate  their 
exercises  as  near  as  possible  to  the  real  business  of  life ;  such  as  whether 
law,  divinity,  physic,  the  army,  the  sea,  merchandize,  or  trade,  be  the  more 
eligible  profession,  and  for  what  characters,  and  to  persons  in  what  sitoatiOB 
of  circumstances  :  what  are  the  advantages  or  conveniences  of  the  comity 
each  boy  belongs  to,  wliether  cricket  or  prison-bar,  shuttle-cock  or  tr^i- 
ball,  be  the  better  amusement :  why  holidays  are  expedient,  and  what  pro- 
portion of  them  is  most  suitable. 

If  they  have  had  disputes  among  one  another,  or  entertained  any  favourite 
notion  either  on  morality,  behaviour,  politics,  nature,  dreas,  pleaanre,  d«- 
gance,  or  other  subject,  each  may  be  set  to  support  his  own  by  an  exotise: 
and  many  times  several  exercises  may  be  branched  out  from  one  beginning, 
for  it  is  common  in  disputation  for  one  point  to  generate  another.  But 
whatever  topic  they  maintain,  it  is  expedient  they  should  be  used  to  emfdoy 
such  arguments  only  as  really  weigh  with  themselves,  for  the  common  way 
of  filling  up  a  page  with  a  flow  of  plausible  words,  'imihit>d  from  books; 
perhaps  witiiout  having  ever  comprdiended  the  force  and  pertinenoe  of 
them  in  the  originals,  can  teach  them  at  best  only  to  omnsc  or  silence  a 
gainsayer,  but  will  never  help  to  afiect  or  convince  anybody.  I  know  it  ia 
necessary  upon  many  occasions  in  life  to  use  arguments  to  the  man  which 
you  do  not  feel  the  force  of  yourself,  but  then  they  ought  alwa,ys  to  be  sudt 
as  you  should  he  willing  to  act  upon,  if  yon  were  of  his  sentiments  in  other 
re^>ects.  This  practice  of  addressing  to  the  ear  rather  than  to  the  heart  or 
the  understanding,  is  1  ccmceive  the  occasion  of  so  much  emptinesa  and  mi- 
perflnity  abounding  in  the  discourses  of  mankind,  and  that  they  work  n 
little  upon  one  another  in  their  oonfereiices ;  and  what  ia  worse,  leads  them 
to  deceive  themselves  by  concealing  from  them  the  true  motives  of  their 
ac^ns,  and  palming  iqion  them  for  sndi,  whatever  false  colouring  occurs, 
that  might  pass  for  a  justification. 

Nevertheless,  a  school  is  not  to  be  depended  upon  for  everything ;  Mwnd 
principles  of  morality,  discretion,  and  common  prudence,  good  manners,  and 
politeness,  and  knowledge  of  the  world,  are  not  to  be  expected  from.thence; 
if  the  master  be  well  skilled  in  all  these  matters,  of  which  there  is  a  great 
chance,  he  will  not  have  leisure  nor  opportunity  to  teach  them ;  therefore  it 
is  incumbent  upon  the  parent  to  lay  the  foundation  well  beforehand,  to  im- 
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prove  the  growth  of  them,  and  correct  errorB  that  have  inBinimtcd  from  time 
to  time,  as  it  i«  preeamed  the  boy  will  come  home  at  br4aking8-iip. 

If  the  pareot  have  still  retained  the  confidence  of  hie  child,  to  aa  to  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  hia  beet  friend  aad  couaaellur,  he  may  get  from  him 
KD  ingenions  account  of  the  characters  and  behaviour  of  hia  achool-f^owa, 
togetiier  with  hit  own  trHneactions  among  them,  and  instnict  him  haw  to 
manage  with  them  eo  aa  neither  to  impose  nor  be  impoaed  upon,  to  pr«ctiBe 
art  and  reserve  for  aelf-defence,  but  never  for  overreaching ;  to  be  neither 
tame  nor  quarrelaome,  to  preserve  a  spirit  of  charitj,  of  hononr,  of  equity, 
and  decorum  in  all  his  dealinge,  even  his  squabblea  and  contcntiaas  to  ex* 
tricate  himself  oat  of  difficulties,  to  escape  anxiety  in  competitions,  to  bear 
hardships  contentedly  that  cannot  be  remedied,  and  rest  eaay  tmdex  disap- 
pomtmenta ;  thereby  qualifying  him  to  bustle  hereafter  through  a  turbulent 
and  coatentioos  world.  He  may  drew  off  bis  observation  from  extertud 
appearances  to  the  qualities  and  dispoeition  of  the  mind,  and  tescb  him  to 
judge  of  pereons  not  aa  children  ordinarily  do,  by  the  colour  of  the  eyes, 
features  of  the  face,  make  of  the  limbs,  gestures  or  tones  of  voice,  for  this 
will  preserve  hiro  from  fantastic  likings  and  avenions,  and  prove  of  signal 
•ervice  to  him  in  his  intercourse  with  mankind,  especially  when  he  cornea 
to  think  of  the  girls.  To  which  improvementa  it  may  not  be  too  trifling  to 
add  that  of  teaching  him  a  good  seat  upon  a  horse,  which  a  boy  may  eaailr 
learn,  hut  a  man  never  can,  tfaoo^  he  may  often  regret  the  want  of  it  both 
for  his  uses  and  bis  pleasures. 

1 3.  The  mcHids  uf  a  cl^ild  cannot  be  began  upon  too  early,  and  the 
corner-stone  of  car  bnilding  mnst  be  laid  in  Prudence;  this  Uien  ii  the 
ground  work  from  whence  aU  other  strokea  in  fbrmiog  his  character  are  to 
branch  oat.  But  to  prevent  mistakes  arising  from  the  ancertainty  ot  lan- 
gnage,  wherein  we  are  forced  to  use  our  words  in  difierent  senses  npon 
eerml  occasions,  I  must  give  notice  that  Prudence  here  is  not  to  be  nnoer- 
atood  of  a  sagacity  and  penetration  of  judgment  or  improvement  of  the 
facolties,  of  which  something  has  been  already  mentioned  in  the  forgoing 
aectiona.  For  these  are  indeed  desirable  things  but  no  part  of  the  moral 
character ;  and  eo  are  a  clear  eye,  a  good  ear,  a  eound  digestion  desirable 
things,  yet  nobody  ever  nmked  them  among  the  virtuea. 

IVadence  then  considered  as  a  virtue,  is  nothing  more  than  a  quick  sen- 
ubility  and  readincaa  of  apprehending  distant  pleasure  and  pain  in  equally 
strong  colours  with  the  preswt :  and  this  is  the  root  from  which  sU  the 
other  virtues,  as  well  moral  an  theological,  grow;  for  what  is  fortitude, 
temperance,  and  justice,  bat  Prudence  under  pains  and  dangeis,  allurements 
of  {^petite  and  impulses  of  self-interest  ?  What  influence  can  Faith  in  the 
divine  attributes  have  upon  him,  who  cares  for  nothmg  beyond  the  enjoy* 
ments  of  sense  ?  how  can  Hope  find  any  room  to  operate,  where  the  desires 
are  wholly  centered  in  the  present  moment  i  or  what  inducement  has  he, 
in  wfamn  they  are  so  centered,  to  Charity,  when  he  can  make  a  present 
advantage  by  doing  some  great  damage  to  his  neighbour  ?  But  this  ground- 
work of  morality  is  not  given  immediately  by  nature,  she  only  opens  the 
passages  from  whence  it  may  be  drawn  forth  by  careful  cultivation :  the 
appetites  and  desires  shooting  up  spontaneously  carry  the  tbou^da  a  little 
b^ond  present  sensation  ;  ^e  busiiwss  then  is  to  watch  their  growth,  to 
check  their  luxuriances,  and  conduct  them  gently  by  practicable  atepa  to 
reach  the  most  distant  fhtnrity,  for  their  ministry  we  must  employ  to  attain 
oar  important  pnrpoaea. 
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But  we  miiM  not  attempt  to  make  large  stridea  at  once,  for  diildren 
ar*  incapable  of  extending  their  concern  to  any  len^b  of  time ;  next  week 
is  an  age  to  them,  their  appetites  and  desires  fasten  opon  gnttification*  near 
at  hand,  their  fears  and .  aversions  are  tonched  with  miachiefa  t^prehended 
jnat  impending  over  them,  and  those  impnbes  may  be  skilfully  turned  into 
sndi  conrsee  from  whence  ■  fiirlher  good  progreaa  may  be  made  afterwards. 
Pleaanne  is  their  first  aols  aliorement  and  most  constant  motive  of  action, 
from  whence  in  a  little  time  will  grow  a  regard  to  use,  and  then  to  boDoor, 
by  proper  managemeot  in  making  them  obserre  the  subserviency  of  tmefal 
tbinga  totbetr  fdeasnres,  and  the  advantage  of  estimation  for  chaining  a 
Kpply  of  their  wants. 

Tht  &at  oM  they  will  be  sensible  of  is  that  of  having  the  aeeiBtance  of 
thrir  parents,  and  t}y:ir  first  ambition  to  stand  v^ell  in  tfaeir  good  graces, 
fbr  they  very  soon  begis  to  know  when  they  haVe  tbeir  friends  abont  them, 
abd  receive  eneouragement  from  plauditor;  gestares  or  tones  of  voice,  before 
they:  can  nnderatnnd  ^imr  w6rdfl.  This  propensty  then  deserves  to  be 
cultivated,  and  dutt  core  be  taken  to  lead  them  into  the  proper  meMoreS  by 
whiclt  the  object  of  it  is  to  be  attained ;  nor  ever  encourage  them  m  things 
which  you  must  bre^  theniof  aftervrards,  but  rather  in  aiich  whereof  you 
foresee  a  good  use  may  be  made  Bnotlier  time.  Yet  it  is  a  very  imperfect 
idea  tbeyeaaha^  ofuae,  while  dependiiig  cdtogether  upon  the  help  of 
othaiS  for  every  trifle  they  want:  therefore  it  deaervea  to  be  made  yoar 
constant  aim  to  lead  them  into  the  way  of  helping  themaelvea,  to  teach  thein 
the  iuee  of  their  little  power*,  and'engagc  ttiera  to  provide  for  the  amnse- 
BiantB  of  the  nest  hour,  or  the  n^st  day  i  stretcbing  their  views  stiU  further 
and  forther,  as  you  find  they  can  be  extended,  and  making  tfiem  6bserve 
the  benefits  tbey  rap  from  tiic  former  cares,'  or  any  little  skill  they  have 
tidten  paiuB  to  acqniie,  in  order  to  enoourage'them  to  repeat  (he  like  agaii^ 
By  this  means  they  may  be  bhio^  into  a  desire  of  things  and  accom* 
^dnhmeats  nsefol  ^Ihont  prospect  of  tke  -paitictilar  pleasures  to  resi^ 
ttwrefrnm  ;  and  Sieymay  be  said' to  have  made  abegioning  in  the  progreaa 
towards  PradCnce  by  faaviiqr  a  concern  for  objects  Kot  immediately  tooling 

Hie  desire  of  being  in. good  credit  with  yctt  may  wita  propto  management 
by  hdp  of  ayrapathy  and  e'xbortatiuDs  jndidondv  applied,  be  transferred 
upon  tioe  practices  the  child  sees  condneive  fo  gain  it ;  and  it  ie  very  mBte>- 
rnd  this  translation  should  be  made  tom^eUly,  for  it  will  funush  faim  with 
■  mratl  B«n»e,  make  him  be  tondted  with  things  laudable  and  blameabte^ 
f^ing  *  self-aatiafadtion'in  the  one,  and  a  compdnetion  oii  falling  into  the 
other. .  Ue  will  then  r^ard  tbinga  not  soiety  aa  pleasant  or  disgustful,  but 
Biiigtit  or  wrong,  and  have  a  guidance  of  his  own  to  keep  him  steady  when 
yoor  eye  is  not  over  faim,  whidi  is  a  necessary  provision  for  bis  fature  safe- 
gOard.  Par  he  must,  some  tiuK  orother,  go  from  nndtr  yoar  bands  to  act 
for  Umaelf,  and  the  earlier  he  nan  be  trained  and  gradually  prepared  to  do 
tfaia,  he  will  be  the  more  expert  afterwards.  But  great  care  is  reqnimte  to 
fii  the  manl  sense  and  tfaeldea  of  uiefnlneee  upon  [roper  objectt.  for  in 
[utiportion  as  you  can  do  this,  you  need  only  give  directions,  bnt  mav 
tmat  to  the  child  himself  for  the  execution  ;  and  it  vriH  be  both  besefidal 
and  encouraging  to:trust4iim.  so  fer  at  you.  can  aafely,  for  liberty  is  tbe 
great  privil^e  as  wdl  at  the' great  danger  of  human  naiore,  hoi'  can  there 
be  a  more  usefol.  tcienn,  especially  in  this  country  so  folile  -and  even 
luxuriant  of  liberty,  than  to  know  how  to  use  it  well,  so  tiiat  it  m^ 
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prove  >  real  Ueaaing  ananoyed  by  the  miachieft  conMqoent  npoo  the  abuM 
«fil. 

19.  I  have  laid  down  in  former  Ch^rtcn  that  honoiir  ^wi  from  ute. 
and  ktiiere  beat  deterred  where  it  nay  be  roost  nsefuUy  applied ;  fbrthoog'h 
all  oaeAil  thhiga  do  not  gain  honour,  yet  it  belongs  of  right  to  none  that  are 
not  nearly,  or  remotely  to.  If  a  tad  makea  a,  clever  declamation  upon  the 
exit  of  C^to  at  Utica,  It  may  be  of  no  importance  now-a-days  to  have  Uiat 
pMnt  wdl  discQwed,  but  the  ingenuity  with  which  he  baa  bandied  it  may 
be  of  great  service  to  himself,  and  the  world  too,  by  enabling  him  to  manage 
other  pointa  of  moment :  therefore  he  deserves  applanae,  beeauae  it  will  be 
uefnl  ai  an  incentive  to  diligence  in  ezercitiag  hit  ingenoity. 

I  apprehend  it  very  raateriBl  to  inure  him  to  bear  in  mind  thta  refereace 
of  honour  to  nse,  beoraae  it  will  direct  to  fix  the  sense  of  it  upon  the  pm- 
per  objeeta ;  for  this  sense  is  not  innate  nor  dtatinguithet  its  objects  natu- 
raUy,  like  the  eye  and  ear,  but  learned  by  iostrnction  and  sympathy,  and 
may  be  tomed,  and  frequently  is  turned  upon  very  di&rent  and  oppoate 
objects,  one  man  utterly  despiung  what  another  values  himself  highly  upon. 
Hence  it  appears  that  applause  oDght  never  to  be  bestowed  wantoi^y,  nor 
for  the  mere  present  amusement  of  yourself  or  your  child,  for  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent engine  for  working  upon  the  human  machine,  too  precious  to  ba 
employed  upon  trifles :  the  busineas  then  is  to  consider  what  connes  are 
most  conducive  to  his  future  enjoyment  and  happiuese,  or  to  >«nder  him 
eervioeable  to  the  WM-ld,  and  to  place  the  point  of  honour  npon  ^Mse  esps- 
maUy  if  you  find  he  has  no  other  incitements  to  pursue  them,  or  dier«  ia 
some  inclination  drawing  strongly  the  contrary  way ;  for  the  great  use  of 
hoDOor  is  to  raise  an  ardour  for  things  indifierent  befm^  and  overcome  the 
oppoaition  of  indolence,  appetite,  and  passion ;  what  we  stand  already  in- 
dined  to  do,  or  clearly  discern  Uk  use  of  towards  procuriDg  aometbiog  w« 
udentiy  desire,  needs  no  further  stimulus  lo  provoke  os. 

There  are  some  measures  of  conduct  nnivemlly  beneficiAl  in  all  stations 
<rf  life,  therefore  they  deserve  the  iDcitenMnt  of  praise  in  proportion  as 
wanted :  bat  some  are  roore  particularly  needfnl  for  sevenl  prafeaaions,  aa 
the  addier,  the  scholar,  the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  the  gentleifian.  the 
atateaman ;  therefore  r^ard  must  be  bad  to  the  way  of  life  wherein  you 
di3d  ia  lilcely  to  be  engaged,  and  his  idf-iqiprobation  directed  to  those 
•entiments  and  qoalificatious,  which  will  stand  him  in  most  stead  tharein. 
When  yon  have  pitched  upon  what  Hiii^  are  laudable,  and  settled  tbe  de- 
gree of  excellence  among  them,  great  care  is  requisite  to  ke«p  the  nsoral 
senae  attentive  to  the  things  theiuKlvea.  and  from  nnining  into  a  compa- 
rison of  persons,  that  there  may  be  a  strong  desire  of  excellence,  but  none 
of  excelling.  You  may  with  giwd  profit  set  examples  of  biudahle  qualitiea 
baforea  young  person's  eyes,'  in  order  to  give  him  a  livelio'  idea  of  them ;. 
but  yon  may  inspire  him  with  an  ardour  of  aoqairing  the  Uke  beu^t  and 
pleasure  of  poeseaaiDg  tbem,  witboiil  thonght  of  rivalship  or  anperioritj 
over  the  person  who  has  them. 

This  I  take  to  be  very  important,  and  at  the  same  time  a  very  difficult 
pomt  to  hit,  the  two  detirea  being  so  generally  confoonded  tog^her  in 
■DHi's  nunds,  and  die  cme  so  very  apt  to  degenwate  mto  the  other.  Tlie 
ezamtilei  and  disommue  of  the  world.  Hie  necesnty  of  rivahhip  freqnentlj 
oeeorring  in  casea  where  there  are  many  coinpetitius  for  a  pntt  which  on« 
(mly  caa  obtain,  co&tribnte  to  fix  the  idea  of  excdknce  in  that  of  anqMia- 
ing  otiwrs,  so  that  it  is  become  a  nice  ^atinctioa,  whidi  few  caa  readi^ 
2s  2 
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enter  into,  to  lepante  them.  One  can  tcarce  find  ezpretsioiu  of  applanM 
or  exhortation,  that  do  not  convey  coraething  of  comparigon  or  rivalahip  to 
the  imagination ;  and  it  is  generally  inusted  oa,  that  you  cannot  raise  a 
•etiM  of  honour  unless  hy  first  reising  s  spirit  of  emulation  «nd  eminence 
in  some  quality  or  other.  This  perhaps  may  be  troe  as  the  world  goes, 
though  1  apprehend  it  possible  in  theory  to  manage  otherwise ;  but  if  yoa 
find  it  impracticable  to  gain  your  point  without  this  expedient,  still  it  will 
be'  advisable  to  emploj-  it  sparingly,  not  a  jot  further  than  abKilutely  neces- 
sary, endeavouring  to  turn  the  sense  of  honour  upon  things  laudable  in 
themselves,  that  is,  upon  such  as  may  appear  so  without  reference  to  any- 
body else  possessing  them  in  a  higher  or  lower  degree. 

Since  then  there  is  such  perpetual  dangn'  from  all  quarters  of  having  the 
moral  sense  warped  to  a  ^se  direction,  and  we  ourselves  are  so  apt  to 
mislead  it  insensibly  when  we  think  of  nothing  leas,  there  will  need  all  our 
vigilance,  contrivance,  and  industry,  to  keep  it  steady  in  a  right  course,  as 
being  a  matter  of  the  utmost  consequence.  For  how  much  soever  the  de- 
sire of  excellence  and  that  of  excelling  be  blended  together,  so  as  to  form 
mie  and  the  same  idea  in  most  pe<q)le's  apprehension,  they  are  shown  ma- 
sifestly  di^rent  by  the  contrary  consequences  they  produce,  as  a  tree  ia 
known  by  its  fruits.  From  the  fondness  of  excelling  naturally  grow  vanity, 
pride,  ambition,  jealousy,  envy,  contention,  calumny,  petulanoe,  and  selfish- 
ness ;  Charity  can  never  bear  ingrafting  apon  this  stock,  for  the  man  whose 
passion  lies  in  surpassiBg,  has  a  separate  interest  from  that  of  all  mankind, 
whom  he  must  look  upon  with  an  eye  of  envy,  rivoJahip,  and  contempt,  and 
therefore  can  never  heartily  love  them. 

On  the  contrary,  a  glowing  ardour  for  things  excellent  is  the  great  in- 
centive and  cberisher  of  all  the  virtues,  and  all  valuable  accomplishments; 
for  though  virtue  be  profitable,  the  profit  of  it  generally  lies  too  reisote  to 
he  discerned,  or  to  touch  us  sensibly,  but  it  is  the  self-approbation  aooom- 
panying  that  carries  us  briskly  on  the  progress,  and  renders  the  exerciees 
^  it  a  present  reward.  Where  there  is  a  true  love  of  excellesce,  tbeia 
prudence,  discretion,  diligence,  charity,  equity  will  be  readily  entertained, 
as  things  supremely  excellent  i  whatever  is  so  in  any  degree  will  appear 
proporttonably  amiable  in  our  eyes  wherever  found,  so  that  we  shall  rejoic« 
to  behold,  and  stand  ever  ready  to  increase  it  in  others,  as  well  as  in  our- 
selves. We  shall  rtgard  the  necessary  competitions  and  contentions,  end 
contrary  attractions  (rf  the  world  around  us  as  so  many  trials  aikd  tempta- 
tions, sent  to  exercise  this  principal  virtue,  uung  ail  our  skill  and  diligence 
to  manage  among  them,  so  as  that  it  may  gather  strength  by  the  o^io- 
aitioa. 

]  4 .  Nothing  contribntei  so  ranch  to  inspire  the  love  of  excelling  as  an 
opinion  of  excelling,  which  grows  vf  almost  unavoidably  in  children  from 
ibe  manner  of  their  being  treated  ;  they  see  the  pomits  anxious  for  their 
welfare,  the  hmily  contriring  to  divert  them,  the  visitors  obliging,  and  the 
servants  obsequious,  all  the  cares  and  all  the  thoughts  they  can  Uke  notioe 
of  are  wholly  centered  upon  themselves ;  from  hence  if  good  care  be  not 
taken,  they  will  dide  insenstbly  into  a  notion  of  their  being  the  sole  obJ4ct 
worthy  rt^iard,  which  being  riveted  in  them  by  costiDaaU}'  bumouiing. 
when  they  come  oat  into  the  world  they  will  still  conceit  themselves  pre- 
cioBs  creatnres,  become  partial,  overb^ring,  and  oiuynpathiiing,  expect 
all  the  worid  should  bend  to  their  humours,  and  regard  every  minate  fulnra 
therein  as  an  insupportaUe  injury. 

In  order  to  obviate  this  min^ef,  which  will  sprout  up  natmvlly  unlesa 
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tiDHily  dtecked.  it  will  be  expedient  in  the  first  phce,  wha%  there  ore 
Kverkl  children,  to  preserve  an  exact  imputidhty  in  your  dealings  between 
tbem,  making  them  aennble  of  one  aBother'B  rights,  and  re&dy  to  allow 
one  uiother'a  cluma ;  then  te  let  them  see  that  yoa  have  odier  cares  upon 
your  hands  wherein  tbey  have  no  concern,  that  other  people  have  their 
several  intereets  with  an  equal  right  to  pnrsne  them,  and  inure  them 
gradually  to  entertain  a  sentiment  of  justice  even  towards  strangers,  and 
persona  they  do  not  like.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  them  from  consort- 
lag  with  low  company,  not  by  givins  them  a  contempt,  but  by  representing 
that  they  wiH  leam  Uiereby  a  bdiaviour  and  language  unsuitable  to  them- 
selves, though  very  proper  and  becoming  tor  persona  who  are  to  live  and 
laboor  in  a  cottage  ;  for  you  may  point  out  the  different  quaKficationH  re- 
qniute  for  different  ways  of  life,  without  dwelling  npon  the  Hnpertority  of 
one  above  another.  But  especially  beware  of  servantii  instilling  the  pro- 
digions  importance  of  master  or  mias  beyond  bH  others  of  their  inches, 
which  they  will  be  apt  to  do  through  mere  intfiscretiou  or  ignorance ;  you 
may  soon  discover  this  by  the  prattle  of  the  children,  who  love  to  repeat 
what  they  hear,  and  then  your  helping  hand  will  be  wanting  to  ^ply  the 
proper  remedy. 

Nevertheleas,  together  with  a  concern  for  the  rights  of  other  persons, 
you  must  not  omit  to  lead  them  into  a  warineBS  and  steadiness  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  own  :  and  that  they  may  more  willingly  receive  your 
inatractions.  apprize  them  to  expect  frequent  opposition  in  the  world,  as 
well  from  the  onreasonaUeness  of  some,  as  liie  misapprehensions  of  others, 
that  they  may  strive  to  ward  off  the  mischief  of  both  by  their  sagacity  and 
resolution,  rather  than  by  anger  or  fretting,  which  would  contribute  nothing 
to  hdp  them.  As  yon  find  them  capable,  teach  them  to  observe  the  dif- 
ference of  characters  both  on  the  good  and  l>ad  aide :  for  there  is  a  mixture 
in  all  men.  as  also  a  secret  bias  making  them  partial  to  their  own  intercits 
and  deures  without  knowing  it,  this  therefore  they  must  guard  agaiitat 
even  in  their  friends,  yet  without  taking  distaste  against  them  for  a  ^man 
infirmity :  nor  must  they  be  hasty  or  violent  either  in  their  friendships  or 
aversions,  yet  not  prone,  to  suspicion,  but  keeping  their  eyes  open,  nor  ever 
giving  themsetves  np  to  an  implicit  confidence  in  any. 

IS.  The  branches  of  learning  chosen  to  put  tbem  upon,  must  be  regu- 
lated by  their  gemus  and  capacities,  by  the  opportunities  you  have  of  im- 
proving them,  and  the  particular  station  of  life  whereto  they  are  destined  : 
remembering  to  cultivate  those  most  carefiilly  which  will  serve  Uie  important 
uses  <rf  life,  and  teaching  to  place  their  credit  on  making  a  progress  tberdn, 
r^arding  sneh  as  will  be  useful  to  them  for  their  general  commerce  in  the 
world,  as  well  as  for  Adr  private  occupations.  For  courses  of  life  requir- 
ing much  application  of  thought,  1  conceive  a  little  mathematiCB  will  be 
eminently  serviceable,  because  nothing  helps  so  much  to  doseness  of  atten- 
tion, exactness  of  observation,  deamess  of  reasoning,  aqd  acutmesa  in 
findk)g  oot  the  minute  steps  by  which  one  truth  mfaroduces  another.  To 
whidi  by  vray  erf  oounterpoise  may  be  joined  history,  biography,  and  what- 
ever lets  one  into  the  knowledge  of  men,  manners,  and  usages ;  because 
this  will  enable  them  to  render  abstraction  visible,  and  the  dlscoveiiet  of 
speculation  applicable  to  the  real  tises  of  life. 

Nevertheless  the  ornamental  accomplishments,  so  far  as  there  is  room 
for  them  without  breaking  in  upon  the  others,  deserve  not  to  be  neglected, 
for  they  have  their  uses  too.  They  furnish  engagement  for  the  time,  filling 
up  the  SI  aces  which  otherwise  would  be  worse  employed ;  they  find  matter 
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for  Um  judgDMnt  to  w<u-k  npon,  ezwciie  the  foculdef,  wid  ke^  titeta  ri.etdj 
to  one  regular  panait ;  they  procure  credit  to  die  poeaeGBor,  make  mea 
(odable  by  being  able  to  give  mutual  eutertaimneDt,  and  thereby  iatrodace 
9pportaiutie8  of  doing  one  another  more  important  service  by  bringing 
tbein  into  better  confidence  and  knowledge  of  their  redpro^  wanti. 
Ttiough  diey  tennioate  only  in  pleasure,  yet  the  araasements  of  life,  when 
to  be  had  without  an  after  reckoning,  are  an  object  well  worth  the  ttriviug 
for :  but  having  entertainment  only  for  their  otgect,  tbey  can  be  ranked  no 
higher  than  aa  manly  plaything*,  tbenfore  no  ioon  js  entitled  to  claim  a 
merit  upon  his  being  a  connoisseur,  or  having  an  exquisite  taste  in  any  of 
the  polite  artd,  unleBS  so  far  as  he  esteems  it  meritorious  that  he  does  not 
still  continne  a  child :  and  it  may  be  observed  that,  thoae  who  do  make  a 
merit  of  them,  are  always  infected  with  a  strong  tinctnre  of  the  deaire 
of  excelling. 

Nevertheless,  if  this  notion  of  merit  can  be  kept  c^ear  of,  they  will  *p- 
proach  nearer  to  aomething  of  real  merit,  and  m^y  c^ium.*  resemUance 
with  virtue  herself:  for  as  virtue  ever  prefers  the  most  general  and  moat 
diu^ble  good,  BO  these  sciences  of  pleasure  conduct  to  the  most  genend  and 
most  durable  entertainment.  Every  sinipleton  Icuows  what  he  likes  now, 
but  the  man  of  taste  alone  can  tell  bim  what  he  sfaaU  like  by  and  by,  and 
what  other  folks  will  like.  If  you  build  a  house  or  lay  out  a  garden  iq>on  yoor 
own  fancy,  you  may  be  prodigiously  delighted  with  )t  while  new,  yet  in  a 
little  time  disgusted  with  some  blemishes,  or  find  some  incoBveniencea  yam 
did  not  think  of ;  but  apply  to  the  connoisseur,  an4  he  will  dioose  yon  a 
utuation  and  give  you  a  plan  that  you  shall  never  be  tired  of,  nor  meet 
with  any  who  do  not  behold  it  with  approbation  and  pleasure.  Besides,  as 
imagination  is  capable  of  acquiring  many  more  tastes  tbanna^ire  gave  her, 
it  requires  art  to  know  beforehand,  and  conduct  her  into  what  tastes  will 
afford  the  strongest  and  most  aensible  relish. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  notwithstanding,  that  those  arts  are  not  expe- 
dient for  everybody :  many  a  young  tradesman  has  been  ruined  by  bis  taste 
for  elegance,  and  many  a  young  lawyer  spoiled  by  an  exquisite  judgment, 
or  the  opinion  of  it,  in  poetry  and  dramatic  performances :  therefore  they 
are  very  dangerous  to  people  in  business  who  do  not  want  engagement  for 
their  time  in  the  duties  of  their  profe«aion,  ^m  which  those  other  engage- 
ments would  prove  a  fatal  avocation.  Lads  intended  to  get  their  own  live- 
lihood bad  better  x  kept  close  to  the  science  of  doing  that,  and  serving 
the  public  therein,  than  permitted  to  study  the  science  of  pleasure. 

1 6.  Yon  cannot  be  too  care^  to  study  their  tempen  in  order  to  take 
the  fuQ  benefit  of  a  promptitude  to  anything  commendahle,  and  to  rectify 
whatever  you  find  amiss :  if  they  be  sly,  cunning,  and  crafty,  to  inculcate 
openness  and  sincerity ;  if  careless,  to  teagh  them  paution ;  if  sluggish,  to 
spar  up  dieir  activity;  if  impetuous,  to  moderate  thoir  ardour ;  if  obstinate, 
to  bring  them  flexiUe  by  methods,  the  gentler  that  will  do,  the  better :  if 
volatile,  to  fix  them  in  some  steadiness.  Nor  can  you  be  too  vigilant  to 
watch  the  sprouting  of  evil  weeds  that  may  start  up  in  them  £rom  time  to 
time ;  If  you  perceive  them  inclinable  to  lying,  triclung,  drinking,  gaming. 
wastefulness,  contemptuousne^,  envy,  or  spite,  those  evil  weeds  mutt  be 
nipped  in  the  bud,  or  it  will  be  too  1e^  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the?  are 

Cwn  inveterate;  for  it  is  too  tnie  a  proverb,  that  what  is  bred  in  the 
e  will  never  out  of  the  flesh ;  therefore  the  malady  most  be  cnred  early, 
before  it  penetrates  to  the  bone. 

There  is  one  thing  very  needful  to  be  well  guarded,  and  that  ■•  the  parity 
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of  their  mtumers.  and  Bebtiroentsi  this  a  the  atfiK  difficult  to  Kfure,  be- 
caoM  yoncctimot  c&ntion  tbempaiticular^frhattoAvoid  without  eoggestiiiK 
and  pcrliaps  nuiug.iQCentives  tothe  means  of,  offence.  The  ool; metlkoa 
is  hy  guarding  all  the  aTenuea  leading,  remotely  t,lLereto,  without  letting 
them  see  the  reasons  of  your  csudoQ,  by  making  thejn  .leave  their  pillow 
M  soon  as  awake,  findiug.  them  constant  emplo);ment  e>tlter.of  task  or  play, 
and  kee|Hng  them  out  of  company  that  mi^t  ^  d^fferous  or  indiHreet. 
Nm  is  il  enongb  to  prevent  the  rise  of  evfl  motions  jn  th^  ht^vt,  without 
attending  likewise  to  check  the  luxuriances  of  the  good,  for  they  may  be- 
come evil  too  by  their  excess :  desire  or  afiection  is  the  great  spring  c^  our 
movements,  witboat  which  we  could  make  no  progress  in  any  course,  nor 
find  a  preference  ia  one  thing  above  another;  but  desire  too  much  fostered 
is  apt  to  corrupt  into  a  paseion  which  differs  from  it  only  in  degree  of  vehe- 
mence, for  passion  is  nothing  else  than  an  extravagant  desire.  Therefo^ 
it  is  highly  expedient  to  observe  the  growth  of  inclination,,  that  it  may  . 
never  rise  above  its  pitch,  and  for  that  purpose  to  cultivate  as  gieat  variety 
of  them  as  you  can,  tiiat  they  may  moderate  and  balance  one  another  i  lev 
the  more  objects  we  can  affect,  the  larger  scope  we  shall  have  for  ^ratiSca- 
tion.  and  the  dioice  cf  them  will  lie  more  under  the  control  of  reason  and 
discipline.  ,     „ 

But  passions  can  ns^r  be  numerous. because  they  engross  so  mu^^  of 
the  mind  as  to  leave  bat  little  room  for  competitors,  and  for  one  Ratifica- 
tion they  meet  with,  theyJose  us  a  thousand  others  which  must  all  be  sacrificed 
to  their  interests  i  for  a  man  under  impul^  of  any  passion  cares  for  nothing 
else,  nor  can  turn  his  hahd  with  relish  to  abythitig  that  does  not  iinmedi- 
ately  coincide  therewith;  a  young  lad  deeply  smitten  retains  no  gust  of  hi* 
former  diversions ;  neglected  Tray  and  Pointer  lie,  and  coveys  uymol^^ted 
fly.  Therefore  if  yon  perceive  an  uncommon  eagerness  .  rising,  in  a  child, 
endeavour  to  stop  it  forthwith,  not  by  direct  contradiction  unless  when  ypu 
can  find  no  means  of  diverting  his  thoughts  some  other  way. 

T^e  like  with  what  has  been  said  <^  dedre,  may  be  applied  to ,  dielijte 
and  avepsion,  which  always  contains  a  desire  of  avoiding  the  otyect  dis- 
gutful,  sfid  )rill.  degenerate  sooner  into  a  passion,  because  evil  strikes 
stronger  upon  the  apprehension  than  good,  and  when  both  accost  together, 
the  bitter  of  Ute  one  quite  evaporates  the  sweetness  of  the  other,  lite  vlpst 
common  and  most  pemidous  of  the  repulsive  passions  that  urge  the  mind 
to  fly  their  object  is  fear,  which  is  an  excess  of  caution  corrupting  that  salu- 
tary quality  into  an  arrant  poison  :  for  caution  is  the  basis  of  judgment, 
tiie  prime  ingredient  of  prudence,  the  harbinger  of  mnfidence,  the  inonitior, 
in  dangers,  tUtd  safeguard  in  pleasures;  but  fear  enfrrates  the,,  powers, 
Gonfiises  the  understanding,  and  proves  a  cootinoal  torment  so  .ko^  jas..it 
operates.  Therefore  inure  your  child  to  be  as  cautious  and  qircuoispect  Jn 
aU  his  proceedings  aa  the  briskness  of  his  spirits  will  bear,  but  strive  with 
all  your  skill  to  keep  him  clear  from  Eean  of  every  kind,  whether  the  le- 
li^oDB,  ttte  political,  those  relating  to  life,  or  health,  or  fortune,  or  pain, 
or  diserace,  and  all  fantastical  tenors  of  which  there  are  more  among  man*, 
kind  Uata  one  can  well  ennmerate. 

You  will  find  it  necessary  to  preserve  an  awe  of  yoniself  over  him,  yet 
this  awe,  though  binding  upon  him  to  do  things  he  does  not  like,  may  be 
distlngoiahed  from  fear,  for  there  is  a  real  difference  between  fear  and  obli- 
gation. A  man  obliged  by  appointment  to  meet  somewhere  upon  a  party 
of  pleasure,  if  you  ask  him  to  go  elsewhere  vrill  excuse  himself  upon  that 
account,  yet  fear  and  terror  have  no  share  in  the  motive-that  sways  tuM  l9 
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refiue  yon :  to  yoa  may  ianre  the  child  to  r^ard  your  injimctioiu  ail  6b]u 
gatory  nithimt  weiog  anything  terrible  in  the  breach  of  them,  and  bring 
him  into  an  habitual  unwUtingrieas  to  inimr  yoor  diHpteasnre,  without  oaoe 
thinking  of  the  congeqnences  that  might  ensue  therenpon. 

17.  But  all  your  carea  will  be  of  little  avail  mileM  you  asBist  them  to 
take  effect  by  yonr  example,  setting  before  the  child  a  pattern  of  thoae  good 
qoalities  you  exhort  him  to  lettm ;  for  children  are  extremely  imitatiTe, 
obeervant  of  every  little  word  and  motion,  and  turn  of  nrantenance,  and 
way  of  acting  open  to  their  notice  :  and  I  am  apt  to  think  their  future  cha- 
racter depends  more  upcm  what  sentiments  and  manners  of  proceeding  they 
catch  inadTertently,  than  upon  what  is  generally  comprehended  under  th« 
term  Edacation ;  nor  would  I  pronounce  it  impouible,  that  children  might 
be  led  into  all  Linda  of  knowledge  and  useful  science  by  a  regular,  indoa- 
trions,  jndiciouB  conduct  of  all  persons  about  them,  without  o&er  aid  than 
BQch  instructions  to  their  ignorance  as  they  would  apply  for  of  their  own  ac- 
cord. How  much  soever  this  notion  may  seem  romantic,  certainly  a  great 
deal  may  be  done  by  that  influence,  and  by  expression  of  our  own  senti- 
menta  concerning  things  laudable  or  useful,  without  addressing  to  them  in 
the  way  of  document,  or  by  ught  of  the  measorea  and  method  we  take  in 
our  own  proceedings. 

Yet  if  there  be  not  skill  sofficiwt  to  make  aU  the  profit  that  might  be 
made  of  imitation,  atill  it  ia  in  e^aj  body's  power  to  avoid  doing  hurt  by 
it,  which  people  do  frequently  by  their  indiscretion ;  so  that  vigilance  is 
rather  needful  here  than  knowledge  or  judgment.  Example  has  been  al- 
ways counted  more  prevalent  than  precept,  and  by  its  bad  influence  may 
easily  overthrow  all  the  good  that  has  been  laboured  to  be  done  by  the 
other.  You  may  in  some  measure  abate  this  influence  from  the  examples 
of  other  persons,  by  ahowing  their  evil  tendency  or  turning  them  into  ridi- 
cule ;  but  you  cannot  condemn  nor  ridicule  your  own  actions :  you  will  have 
neither  inclination  nor  eyes  to  see  the  blameable  in  them  when  once  per- 
fitrmed,  nor  would  it  be  prudent  to  lessen  yourself  in  the  child's  esteem ; 
which  esteem  will  give  a  credit  to  what  be  seea  done  by  you,  or  where  it 
does  not,  still  he  nill  catch  yom-  manners  by  mechanical  sympathy  without 
designing  or  thinking  of  it. 

Juvenal  says,  the  greatest  reverence  is  due  to  diildren ;  by  which  must 
be  understood  that  we  cannot  be  too  much  upon  the  guard  how  we  behave 
before  them,  never  to  betray  any  marks  of  passion,  intemperance  of  mind, 
greediness  of  desire,  folly,  or  selfishness  in  their  presence :  if  we  have  a 
foible  we  are  resolved  not  to  part  with,  let  us  reserve  the  indulgence  of  it 
for  timet  when  they  are  not  by ;  for  how  can  wc  pretend  to  love  them 
nhai  we  cannot  restrain  any  present  sally  of  imagination  that  may  do  them 
mor^'iniachief,  than  all  the  benefits  of  education  can  compensate?  What 
ngnifies  exhortations  to  moderate  their  desires,  when  they  see  them  con- 
tinually breaking  out  with  violence  in  yourself?  What  inducemeot  can 
they  have  to  love  early  hours,  when  they  know  you  lie  a-bed  every  day  till 
noon  ?  What  encouragement  to  industry,  when  they  perceive  you  spend 
your  time  in  idling  and  trifling  ?  What  safeguard  to  their  purity,  when 
endangered  by  your  indecent  jests  and  discourse  ?  What  caution  againrt 
the  lure  of  intense  pleasures  and  diversions,  when  they  find  you  hunting^ 
after  them  perpetually  ?  How  can  you  instil  courage  and  an  opinion  of 
hardiness,  if  you  practise  an  aS'ectation  of  fearfulness  and  delicacy  upon 
every  trifling  occasion?  By  what  iDstmctions  will  you  make  them  candid 
and  e^ultaUe,  if  yon  show  a  selfishness,  greediness,  contempt,  and  party 
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Vinileiice  in  toot  own  temper  ?  How  can  you  expect  to  make  them  good 
numBgen,  while  yon  give  jonraelf  op  to  careleunesB,  waste,  and  disaipation? 

Bnt  yon  will  aay  it  is  nnsvoidable  to  do  many  things  before  children 
vhich  one  must  not  permit  them  to  do,  and  they  may  be  taught  to  know 
the  difference  between  thecwelves  and  grown  peraona.  I  do  not  deny 
them  capable  of  letiming  an  idea  of  propriety  which  makea  the  aame  pro- 
cedure becoming  in  one  person,  that  would  be  blameable  in  another,  and  it 
behoves  you  to  teach  them  this  idea,  together  with  the  mles  and  reaaona 
of  it,  in  pre^Ttion  aa  you  find  them  capable :  bnt  they  will  soon  perceive 
whether  thoee  actions  ot  yours  which  you  forbid  them  to  practLse,  proceed 
from  propriety  or  an  intemperance  and  wealineee  of  mind,  by  the  very  form 
of  your  injnnctiDns.  For  yon  may  say  to  a  child,  yon  must  not  get  on 
boraeback  thon^  I  may,  because  I  am  stronger  and  know  how  to  manage 
faim ;  hat  you  cannot  tell  bim  yon  roust  not  swear  nor  get  drank,  but  I 
Diny ;  yonr  prohibition  here  must  he  general,  as  against  things  wrong  and 
blaincsdrfe  in  ererybody.  Therefore  if  you  invite  him  by  your  practice  to 
what  you  prohibit  by  your  remonstrance*,  though  you  should  be  able  to 
keep  lum  in  order  for  the  present  by  the  awe  of  yonr  authority,  it  will  be 
a  state  of  irksomcness  and  bondage  to  him  ;  he  will  wiab  for  the  time  that 
shall  rid  him  of  his  restraint,  that  he  may  take  the  same  liberties  yon  do, 
and  perhsps  will  take  them  sooner,  as  often  as  be  thinks  it  can  be  done 
without  hazard  of  a  discovery :  therefore  discretion  should  withhold  yon 
even  from  some  things  allowable  for  yourself,  where  you  cannot  make  bim 
nndentnnd  the  danger  and  mischief  of  them  U>  him. 

Bnt  in  order  the  better  to  lead  bim  into  a  knowledge  of  propriety  ss  he 
grows  up,  let  him  be  taught  to  cast  a  retrospect  upon  the  stage  of  life  he 
has  already  passed  througb,  for  he  will  be  fond  of  remarking  the  impro- 
priety of  children  less  than  himself  doing  as  he  doesj  and  will  readily  enter 
into  the  reasons  of  it,  by  wbich  yon  make  him  sensible  of  the  di^erence 
between  himself,  and  others  that  are  older.  "Hie  like  method  yon  may 
em[doy  to  abate  his  fondness  for  pleasures,  as  if  they  could  never  lose  their 
rdish,  taking  the  benefit  of  what  little  experience  be  has,  which  is  slwajs 
n  stronger  root  of  knowledge  than  instroctiDn,  productive  of  more  kec^nng 
frnit ;  fn*  the  playthings  which  gave  him  vast  delight  in  the  nnrsery  he 
utterly  despises  at  school ;  the  kites,  and  marbles,  and  castle  tope  he  was 
fond  of  then,  afibrd  him  no  amusement  when  grown  to  full  statnre  ;  from 
whence  he  may  conclude  that  the  diveisiooa  and  gallantries  wherefrom  he 
now  expects  a  supremity  of  happiness  may  become  insipid  in  their  ttun, 
and  be  may  learn  to  provide  for  satLg&ctions  suitable  to  the  perfect  state  of 
manhood,  and  old  age. 

Nor  will  it  be  of  Uttle  service  for  your  conducting  him  if  you  can  recall 
to  mind  the  very  ideas,  desires,  and  Inncies  yon  had  yourself  at  his  years, 
for  this  will  be  b  sort  of  setting  the  old  head  upon  young  shoaldera ;  you 
will  feel  what  the  shonlders  can  bear,  be  less  severe  upon  his  failings  and 
sallies  which  once  were  yonr  own,  see  dearer  the  dangers  they  lead  into, 
and  know  better  how  to  manage  with  them,  lliere  is  an  indiscretion 
people  are  sometimes  gnilty  of  in  oonsnlting  while  their  children  are  in  the 
room  upon  the  measures  they  shall  take  with  them,  particularly  to  break 
them  of  some  unlucky  trick  -,  itiey  think  the  children  take  no  notice  because 
seeming  bosied  in  their  plays,  bnt  for  all  that  they  are  very  attentive  upon 
thoee  occasions,  and  will  bo  sure  to  coonterfdot  yon,  or  perhaps  arm  them* 
edves  wHh  an  obstinacy  you  will  find  very  difficult  to  surmount. 

Some  are  very  apt  to  vent  themselves  in  wishes  for  things  that  would  ba 
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taigh^  0(Hivel»^t,fiv.tbwi.  M  Umt  &£y  could  find  b  mine,  geCaprile  in 
the  lottery,,  obtain  M»Uc«.Rt ooBrt.  or  that.'eaiDC  overgrown  rich  ipao  voi4d 
Iflikye  thew  »  nivingiiv  legwqr :  M  tkeae  iouginatioiiB  arc  an  amuMment  to 
yOH,.liaweVer,.  keep  tii^m  iS-  fow^dfv  ^ti  let.  your.  (Md  hear  nothing  of 
thi;,  BQrt.  fpr  it  tQi«iy  teacih  Iued  to  be„diactHit«ated,  .Tuioiutfy,  and  perhape 
make  Iubb  a  prqjcctor,  ih'  agamester.  Bewaf  a  likewise  of  biiaHttiiK  of  yoUr 
family,, fortune,  taste,  abilities,  or  any  othei;  superiority,  and  of  cntitauiigt 
censuriog,  or  ridiculing  Qther.  penonai  for  this  would  lead  him  the  ready 
roa^.into  (ke  pcrtiicioiu  detirc  of  cxcellLog.  .-Neither  ory  np  bis  beauty,  hut 
Btoutpess,  tii>  porta,  or  hit  proficiency;  for  this  nmat  iiifuse  an  opiaioa.of 
eicdli^,  vhicb  in  pownoue  onlees  Bdmuiirtered  Bparinglj,.  ee  for  only  «• 
id.n^edfal  tp  give  him  ei)CoUrageioeDt  in  hi>  exercieea,  . 

But  th^  most  dangerons  incautioii,  becaius  the  moet,  cbmmon  and  least 
willingly  ^^ed  against,  is  that  of  ehowing  a  fobdnete.for  him  wbiEl)  yiix 
fire  unable  to  resist ;  therefore  you  cannot  be  too  cacefal  of  yoiir  gestatm, 
yooT  countenance,  your  expressions,  and  tones  of  voice,  that.thejt  do  .not 
betray  a  weakness  of  love  :  fisr.if  Jie  once  find.iumself  ,of  impoitance  to 
you,  and  that  bis  displeasures  give  you  a  seiuible  uneanuese,  he  will  Iw 
come  precioua  in  his  own  eyes,  domtoeeriug  over  the  Btrrante,.  and  asaum- 
iog  upon  everybody ;.  he  will  grow  bamounome,  preeomptuoas,  and  perpeta- 
ally  use  his  power  over  you  fur  gaining  his  own  little  ends.  Yoa  may  and 
ought  to  be  tender  of  ham,  but  let  it  be  .with  a  juificieua  tondeneas;  M  if 
it  should  not,  let  him  not  see  the  contrar]',  but  mapage  so  that  n<>tUng 
may  bioder  his  being  persuaded,  that  you  could  find,  in  .your  heart  to  nsa 
any  rigour  or  eeveriti^  his  behaviour  should  make  to  appear  neocUacy  in 
your  judgment.  ,, 

18.  lliere  is  no  need  tR  say  much  of  religiiut.  because  the  metbdds  for 
insb-Qcting  m  the  rudiments  of  it  ore  in  everybody's  bands :  it  is  enough 
therefore  to  ,recommead  tb^t  what  the,  child  leanu  by  cote,  or  beaA  dis- 
coursed of.among  his.el(l«rs,  he  should  be  made  to  .understand!  bat  tbia 
must  be  do!ie  el  jwly  and  gt&daally,  .in  proportion  as  be  is  capable  of  oon- 
prehendinjf  an  expnaat.'oii.  The  doctrines  of  religion,  as  I  have  endea- 
voured to  prpve  in  former  cbapteis,  are  so  far  from  superseding  tbe  use  of 
reason,  that  ibe.v  will  at^wer  no  useful  purpose  without  a  sober  aad.  earefid 
exercise  of  it:  tbev  wtire  given  not  to  supply  its  plaee,  but  as  diarks  t* 
direct  its  progress,  and  checks,  to  preserve  it  from  dangbious,  .or  .nnprofito' 
ble  deviations,  or  as  tbeaes  whereon  to  exercise  it  with  greatest. entolameDt. 
Therefore  it  is  good  husbandry  to  nourish  up  the  tender  .buds  of  reason  aa 
thej  open,  to  study  the  art. of  diBtinjuishing  the  bearing  twigs,  andl^ad* 
log  them  inta  positions  where  they  will  yield  tbe  foirert  &uit ;  for  ons 
must.  not.  expect  much  dlscerument  in  children  t  tbfl  huaiueeri  lies  in  finding 
out  what  conceptiona  and  turns  of  thought  are  the.  distant,  avenuea  con'' 
duoting  into  Boimd  discemmeat.. 

They  may  be  .taught  by  .degrees  to  distingnlsb  what  part  of  their  cdav 
position  is  themselves,  and  what  is. separable  foam  tiiem;  to remeDiber  that 
life  will  have  an  end, .  and  to  feel  a  concern  for  futurity,  by  being  put  in  Blind 
that  it  may  be  ended  very  «opn  by  means  of  acddent  or  diaease  i  to  form  aom* 
idea  of  an  invisible  power,  from  whence  all  the  visible  powers  (rfnature  must 
have  been  originally  derived ;  to  observe  a  conneclion  of  interests  betjreea 
fellow-creatures,  and  that  their  own  are  ejected  by  the  abilities,  tbe  d  afo- 
sitioDS,  and  behaviour  of  the  persons  they  live  amongst :  to  lead  them  into 
right  notions  of  goodness,  equity,  justice,  and  [vudencc.  But  very  little 
can  be  done  at  first  by  reasoning,  they  must  be  storad  with -rules  and  doc- 
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trines  to  be  taken  from  year  kathority  itpon  tnut.-  ivl»di  niBy  Mrve'lbrtlte 
foundstioa  and  mfttefials  wherenitb  sfUrwardt  to-  raect  the  amicturet  of 
reiMD.  Their  eytttta  mutt  be  wboUy  «aMtetic,,  i^iiittiiif;  nature  and 
cbtiQce  to  B  large  sbare  in  theproductiua  of  events,  and  tiie  divine  power 
represented  to  interfere  by  inunediftte  operation,  whereon  the  etoTerice  may 
be  introdaced  by  little  and  little  bh  the  untterttanding  ^jpens  to  compn^iend 
them,  taking  great  care  they  be  cot  misanmbended,  so  aa  to  teem  a  con* 
tradiction,  and  overthrow  what  h|d  been  inculcated  before. 

While  there  it  nothing  but  appetite  and  amoseipent  engaging  to  ttieir 
desires,  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  a  degree  of  fear  for  ke^ng  them  at* 
tentive  to  tbe  mattcrt  you  tcU  them  of;  but  the  lew  of  it  yoa  oan  do  nith 
the  better ;  and  in  proportion  at  yoa  can  get  other.springs  to  woric  upon,  as 
they  cone  to  have  an  idea  of  use,  to  find  a  relish  for  remote  advantages,  and 
can  be  ro^de  aenaible  of  the  beneficial  tendsocy  of  your  instructions,'  discard 
fear  as  superfluous,  and  always  mischieToos  wbeti  enf»er£aoas ;  for  though 
it  be  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  it  is  iaaimpatiUe  with  hearty,  rnireserred 
charity,  wherein  ttie  perfection  of  wisdom  termitatM. 

What  rules  and  focmt  you  judge  needful  kMp  them  steady  to  the  ob- 
tervanoe  of,  and  a  little  nore  strictly  than  yon  wish  ^ey  abonld  alwaya  ad- 
here to,  for  it  is  much  eoaier  to  relax  than  to  ttraighten.  I^enfore,  as  said 
in  a  farmer  place,  I  love  to  tee  young  people  rather  too  rigid  and  tcrapulovl, 
because  their  own  experioice  and  the  world  they  conYCTse  with  will  idnte 
of  this  excess  :  bat  Ubertinism  is  the  hardest  thing  in  the  world  to  core, 
because  disdaining  to  aubmit  to  any  regimen.  If  a  htd  were  not  aocuetomed 
early  to  the  use  of  prayer  and  cerenwnies,  he  woald  find  them  nnavailing 
conld  he  be  brought  to  try  them  afterwards,  for  the  Aangeneas  and  awk- 
wardness with  which  be  would  go  aboot  them,  fixing  faia  wbcde  amntion 
upon  tbe  external  appearances,  must  reader  them  an  empty  form  working 
nothing  of  that  Metanoia  or  change  of  sentinuiitt,  wherdn  their  sole  Virtue 
consists.  Hw  summary  of  Religion  havrng  been  comprised  in  one  short 
sentence,  to  Uve  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly ;  these  three  are  corre- 
spondent parts  of  the  compact  body,  which  it  sboidd  be  a  principal  aim  to 
make  children  sensible  of,  to  show  them  bow  the  two  first  may  be  derived 
by  a  reference  from  the  last,  and  the  last  is  best  attained  by  being  prosecated 
in  inch  manner  as  that  it  may  beoome  a  direction  and  aid  in  practiMng  the 
other  two  :  for  that  is  the  most  genuine  godliness  which  tends  to  mcrease 
sobriety  and  riKbteousneas,  and  these  are  beat  maintained  by  soond  and  lively 
aentiments  of  uc  former. 

19.  [  do  not  pretend  in  tbe  foregoing  pages  to  have  laid  down  a  oom^ 
plete  system  of  education,  nor  pointed  out  all  the  particular  aims  expedient 
to  be  held  in  view  therein ;  yet  1  coooeive  here  are  enow  to  make  a  happy 
and  a  useful  nuu,  if  steadily  pursued,  and  po^aps  more  than  can  he  por- 
sned  so  effectually  as  one  would  wish :  for  none  can  make  it  titeir  whole 
business  to'  take  care  of  their  chililreu.  it  ia  well  if  Aey  can  be  pennaded 
to  make  it  a  business  at  all,  and  not  a  mere  ■nmiwnieat,  or  an  eUigation  of 
custom  which  one  must  comply  with,  beeanstt  eba  what  will  tiM  wwM  say  ? 
A  thing  to  be  thought  on  only  1^  the  by,  when  one  ia  in  the  hunonr,  in 
the  vacandes  between  polite  engagaoMnts,  oonrialing  in  directjons  no#  imd 
thra  to  the  servants,  or  choioe  erf  a  adMal,  dt  a  tutor. 

My  intention  was  only  to  oSa  such  soggeations  as  occurred,  for  tbe 
chanoe  of  what  benefit  may  be  made  of  them  :  if  anybody  shall  find  one  or 
two  among  them  which  he  did  not  happen  tn  think  of  b^ire,  and  vriiidi  he 
judges  pr^table  and  practicable,  he  mil  do  wall  to  adopt  into  hi*  jdan. 
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taking  care  b«forc)Mnd  that  lie  has  finnneM  enough  to  prosecute  what  he 
determinea  upon  ;  for  no  aim  cau  be  attained  meretv  by  a  conviction  of  its 
desireableneaa,  nor  b^  a  niddea  violent  reaolution,  but  by  bd  (mbroken  per- 
teveraoce.  But  whenever  plan  he  resolves  on  or  additional  etrokea  he  ad- 
mita  into  it,  he  must  be  careful  to  examine  whether  they  be  suitable  to  the 
sot^ect  he  has  to  work  npon :  for  you  caimot  make  a  Mercory  of  every 
stick,  but  muat  endeavour  to  find  out  the  beat  that  can  be  done  with  it,  end 
adapt  your  scheme  to  your  materials :  nor  he  disheartened  if  yoa  find  a 
coarBenesa  in  the  grain,  for  every  wood  is  usable  for  some  good  purpose, 
and  Providence  who  put  them  in  yourhandshEisno  doubt  suited  them  to  ita 
own  design  ;  therefore  it  is  not  your  business  to  depend  upon  doing  great 
matters,  bat  to  take  care  that  nothing  be  lost  through  your  own  negligence 
or  miamanagement. 

Yet  there  is  a  certain  character  of  discretion  deserving  to  be  made  a  prin- 
cipal aim  in  all  cases,  as  being  attainable  with  email  talents  and  needful  to 
be  cultivated  with  the  greatest.  This  is  better  understood  by  observation 
of  persons  possessing  it,  than  by  any  explanation  of  words ;  but  the  marks 
of  it  may  be  seen  in  a  imiformi^  of  conduct,  and  pertinence  of  action,  void 
of  self-conceit,  affectation,  and  singularity,  giving  into  no  extravagances, 
nor  aiming  at  projects  beyond  its  forces,  proceeding  quietly  its  own  way, 
compliant  to  the  occasion,  hut  not  whiffling  about  with  every  slight  attrac- 
tion ;  attentive  to  every  light  that  breaks  In,  and  calmly  diligent  to  make 
use  of  it.  We  may  sometimes  see  persons  of  very  little  capacity,  who  by 
help  of  a  few  principles,  well  chosen  and  well  rivetted,  have  been  brought 
to  possess  this  quality,  proceed  almost  mechanically  by  its  direction,  pass  a 
sound  judgment  upon  things  within  their  narrow  sphere,  and  go  through 
life  with  more  comfort  to  thraaselves,  and  credit  among  their  neighbours, 
than  others  of  more  ^lining  accomplishments  whose  great  talenta  are 
vitiated,  and  overbala-wed  by  some  ^regious  folly. 


CHAP,  xxxvir. 


UofrAKiNa  grisly  king  of  terrors,  sole  universal  monarch,  whose  power 
no  prowess  can  resist,  whose  peremptory  call  no  artifice  can  evade ;  the  eye 
cannot  support  thy  looks,  nor  the  blood  forbear  to  curdle  at  the  thoughts  of 
tiwe ;  we  stifle  all  remembrance  of  thee,  that  we  may  enjcw  our  pleasures 
•ecorely,  which  would  utterly  lose  their  relish  or  be  embittered  thereby. 
For  thou  tearest  us  away  from  our  friends,  tnmest  us  out  of  our  possessions, 
hreakeet  short  all  our  beloved  schemea,  ^nd  deprivest  us  of  all  our  means  of 
enjoyment.  Whatever  reaaoD  may  suggest,  still  thy  stroke  seems  an  annihi' 
lation  to  our  fancy,  or  presents  an  nucertainty,  more  dismal,  wherein  ima- 
gination can  find  no  cotun  object  on  which  to  fix  a  distant  hope.  Thou 
oomeat  beset  with  puns,  uneasineBBes,  regrets,  ineapacity,  and  tastelessness 
for  all  oommon  engagements,  which  multiply  the  horrors  of  thine  approach ; 
and,  as  if  thy  native  frigfatfolneta  was  not  enough  to  dismay  us,  we  are 
trained  op  to  dread  Que  aorer  by  the  b«^vionr,  the  discourses,  and  customs 
of  the  wm'ld  around  us.  For  thou  art  spoken  of  as  the  worst  of  evils,  the 
danger  principally  to  be  guarded  against  before  all  others ;  men  will  parr 
with  anything  to  Mvs  their  lives,  undergo  any  severities  of  medicine  or  sor- 
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gery,  to  retard  thine  advance*.  wUdi  they  know  nmt  reach  them  one  time 
or  BDothcr ;  lamenta^na  are  made  for  the  loaa  of  frieuds,  which  would  be 
thought  lelGih,  if  arising  rather  from  our  own  share  in  the  Io«  than  theirs ; 
the  law  denooncea  death  as  her  severest  pomahment,  reserved  for  the  most 
Btiocions  crimes,  and  deems  burnings,  confiscationB,  toss  of  limba,  perpetoal 
exile,  and  imprisonment,  milder  chastisements ;  and  men  of  thought  have 
pronoonced  destmction  abhorrent  to  nature  herself  who  hu  given  an  innate 
principle  of  self-preservation  to  all  animals  without  exception. 

But  what  evidence  is  there  of  this  innate  principle,  since  animals  of  every 
spores  just  entered  into  life,  though  then  most  helpless,  show  no  signs  of 
fear  nor  sense  of  danger  until  taught  it  by  experience  of  pain,  and  the  causes 
bringing  hurt  upon  them.  Thej  then  indeed  begin  to  have  a  principle  of 
Self-defence  by  resisting  or  flying  from  whatever  threatens  them  with  mis- 
chief, bat  it  is  a  defence  against  pain,  not  against  destruction,  which  they 
know  not  what  it  is.  For  there  is  no  appearance  the  brutes  have  any  idea  of 
death,  or  the  least  imagination  concerning  the  continnance  or  discontinuance 
of  their  being,  consequently  can  have  no  fear  of  a  thing  to  them  wholly 
unknown  and  inconceivable ;  but  thej  have  an  abhorrence  of  pain,  a  dread 
of  terrible  objects  striking  them  with  an  apprehension  of  hurt,  a  love  of  h- 
berty  to  take  their  common  amusements ;  they  have  likewise  appetites  and 
instincts  of  variona  sorts  prompting  to  their  several  gntifications  t  and 
Providence  baa  wisely  adapted  these  principles  of  action  so  as  to  lead  them 
thereby  unknowingly  into  the  measures  needful  for  preservation  of  their 
lives,  by  an  aversion  to  things  destructive  and  an  appetence  to  those  requi- 
site for  their  accommodation  and  sustenance. 

With  respect  to  man,  the  case  is  much  the  same  while  he  oontinnes  to 
he  guided  by  motives  little  difierent  from  the  brutes,  to  wit,  present  plea- 
sured or  pains,  the  gratifications  or  aversions  of  appetite,  until  reason  b^n- 
ning  to  open  gives  entrance  to  new  appetites  which  nature  never  planted; 
therefore  inocnlaton  is  recommended  before  seven  years  old,  becsuse  then, 
children  have  no  fears.  But  when  arrived  to  the  competent  use  of  lan- 
guage and  reflection,  we  are  continually  warned  of  dangers  surrounding  us, 
excited  to  cares  of  self-preservation,  everybody  wishes  and  expects  long 
li&,  deplore*  the  loss  of  it  as  a  grievous  nusfortoue,  laments  every  disease, 
or  accident  seeming  to  endanger  it ;  we  love  to  think  how  we  shaU  employ, 
w  how  amuse  oundves  a  week  or  a  month  hence,  all  which  prospects 
death  cuts  short ;  we  see  it  brought  oa  by  painful  distempers,  tiresome 
sit^nesaes,  or  violent  hurts ;  the  forlorn  appearance  of  a  dead  body,  the 
dose  imprisoning  coffin,  Uie  yawning  grave,  and  melancholy  pomp  of 
funerals  strike  a  mechanical  dejection  upon  the  spirits,  to  which  add  the 
necessary  admonition*  of  Religion  respecting  a  future  reckoning  :  no  won- 
der then  if  all  these  causes  combining  to  operate,  raise  alarms  in  us  that 
would  not  have  sprouted  up  spontaneously,  and  give  us  a  strong  idea  of 
self-preservation  with  an  abhorrence  of  whatever  threatens  destruction. 

Yet  we  do  not  find  this  abhorrence  nniversal ;  Philosophy  can  overcome 
it,  enabling  the  professor,  like  Socrates,  to  swallow  the  d^dly  potion  as  a 
cheerful  glass  among  his  friends ;  Religion  can  demise  it  and  urge  the 
zealot  to  court  a  crown  of  martyrdom ;  ambition,  lame,  revenge  will  stifle 
it ;  vexation,  disappointment,  and  any  intolerable  pressure  will  outweigh  it ; 
the  mined  gamester,  the  broken  trader,  and  the  forsaken  courtier,  have 
sometimes  flown  to  death  as  to  a  sura  asylnm,  and  even  the  whining  lover 
has  taken  refoge  there  against  a  bntastic  evil  of  his  own  creating ;  tha 
common  soldier  and  the  sailor  lo*e  all  dread  of  it,  not  by  profound  reason 
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inga,  bnt  by  bmiliuity  witb  the  object,  by  the  tumta  and  jestx,  Ae  intre- 
pid conatenanoe  and  behavioor  of  their  comrBdce  :  the  imenli^htmed  Ca- 
nadian  takes  {»-ide  in  singing  while  tortured  by  hi*  conqneron;  and  there 
are  aome  who.  like  Shakespeare's  B^nardino,  seem  nerer  to  have  had 
a  seu^ulity  of  aaythitig'  beyomi  the  preseat  iadnlgeiiBe  of  tfaeirgnm ap-i 
petites. 

Huu  it  appears  that  the  fear  of  death,  nnkaown  ta  odier  aofanEtb^  h  not 
BO  de^ly  implaatsd  in  hnman  natnne  bat  there  an  methods  l^  whi^  it 
nwy  be  nxAed  out,  aod  one  mav  generadly  ohMrretbat  peraotiE'of  a  bai^' 
ntss  cqiable  of  enduring  pain  and  dietresw  are  iem  obnoxtoos  to  ft  tban  the 
delicate,  the  effeminiite,  and  the  Tolnptuooa,  who  have  no  way  of  posHsetng 
tiietr  mindi  in  tranquillity,  nnless  br  whoHy  banishiag '  it  out  of  theii* 
tboBghts.  But  rinee  tbia  practice  is  far  fronrbeing  reoonnnendabb,  b» 
serriog  at  best  only  for  a  present  expedient,  whidi  mast  fail  whenever  the 
near  approach  of  death  forcei  it  npce  oar  reflection  i  and  that  of  insensi-' 
bility,  though  necessary  to  qualify  some  penons  for  the'piddSe  Bervice;  i» 
hnt  reducing  them  in  that  respect  to  the  conditioD  of  brute  anintab  ;  for  we 
find  the  hor«  capable  of  being  dmuIb  as  fearless  in  battle  as  the  trooper 
who  moantB  him :  let  ns  try  whether'  we  cannot  help  ourselves  bdter  by 
tbe  use  of  our  reason,  eoasto  bear  hiofciog  death  cidnily  and  stesdlly  in  tfa« 
fcce,  to  contempUte  all  his  featorea,  and  examine  furiy  what  there  is  of 
terrible,  and  what  of  harmless  in  them. 

2.  In  order  to  do  this  more  edectnally,  it  will  be  necessary  to  analyze 
him  into  his  constituent  parts :  for  death,  although  esteemed  one  thing  and' 
called  by  a  name  of  the  singular  Bundier,  is  in  reality  a  complication  of' 
terrors  (fringing  &om  different  quarters,  and  it  is  their  coited  forces  aiding 
each  othn*,  like  the  poles  of  a  loadstone,  that  make  him  so  fbrmidable.' 
There  are  tbe  troablee,  the  sicknesses  preceding  the  convulsions,  agonies, 
ghastly' coDntenasoes,  and  the  expiring  groan;  the  regret  of  leaving  our 
friehda ;  the  deprivaticHi  of  all  our  possessions ;  the  breaking  short  of  all 
our  'schetnes ;  the  cutting  oS  our  prospect  of  things  we  used  to .  amoae 
oorselves  with  the  thoughts  6f  being  to  do ;  the  strat^eness  of  the  situation 
being  what  we  never  had  experienced  before ;  the  loss  of  our  powers  aitd 
ideas  wherewith  we  used  to  he^  oorselvea ;  the  nigfa'Spent  hour-glass  of 
time;  tbe  coming  on  of  an  event  it  has  ever  been  our  prinoqMl  care  ta 
■void ;  the  dismal  condition'  of  tbe  body  pent  up  in  a  cold  grsve,  in  solitndc ' 
and  daiknesa;  the  AfSculty  of  comprehending  happiness  in  tbe  abstract' 
without  sehstMe  objects  wherefrom  it  may  issue ;  -die  proneness  of  im*- . 
gination  to  forebode  mischief  is  uncertainty;  the  distrust  of  our  for- 
mer retsonings :  tbe  backwardness  to  credit  other  evidences  than  our 
teBMi  or  experience :  the  babitn^  aptne^  of  certain  terrors  to  rise  me- 
fduinically  we  know  not  why;  and,  lastly,  the  expectation  of  a  future 
reckoning. 

All  thMe  sonrcee  of  affright  pouring  m  their  a^tations  from  every  side, 
note  sneb  a  turbulence  in  tbe  centre  as  throws  the  mind  quite  off  hn-  basis : 
it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  assuming  them  all  together,  for  while  you  turn  to 
wrestle  against  one  adversary,  another  by  a  sudden  shock  darted  in  npon 
the  imagination  will  trip  you  up  behind,  .  llierefore  we  mnst  deal  with 
tliein  w  the  (dd  man  in  the  fitble  instructed  his  sons  to  deal  with  the  fagot 
whidi  tbey  could  not  break  with  all  their  might  until  he  had  untied  it,  and 
tttOL  tbey  found  no  difficulty  in  sniping  short  the  eingle  sticks.  In  like 
manner  it  behoves  us  to  separate  the  cansee  of  our  disquiet,  contidering 
each  of  them  distinctiy  i  bnt  this  sqMntion  is  not  so  easy  as  might  be 
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imagioed,  for  if  you  go  to  talk  to  people  npon  tbe  fuUy  of  fearing  bort  to 
the  dead  inwnuble  body,  they  will  cry.  But  then  to  toM  abont  in  a  sick 
bed  without  hopea  of  reoovery ;  try  to  comfort  them  apon  Out  article,  and 
the}'  interrupt  yon  with.  Bat  then  to  leave  all  one'*  ftiends,  one'i  home, 
one's  conveniences,  and  enjoj'menta :  thus  they  will  dodge  you  Found  with 
thar  Bat  thens,  so  that  you  can  never  get  hc4d  of  their  hand  to  help 
Aem. 

This  b^g  the  caae,  makes  it  more  expedient  to  enter  npon  the  task  in 
gdod'thne  while  in  health  and  v^onr.'wfaeh  the  object  appearing  at  a  dis- 
tance throws  no  confasion  over  the  mind,  but  we  are  able  to  draw  the  eye 
off  from  other  parts  of  it  in  order  to  contemidate  tgme  one  among  them 
more  attentively.  For  doing  this  effisctoally  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  con-, 
tent  ooraelvee  with  the  common  topics  of  declamation  chimed  in  the  ear 
withoQt  ever  sinking  into  the  heart,  but  to  «XBmine  the  point  thoroughl}) 
and  ftiirly,  not  stifling  what  we  dislike,  placing  everything  in  its  just  light, 
and  allowing  every  consideration  its  due  weight :  Ibat  so  we  may  become 
masters  of  the  tme  state  of  the  caie,  and  lAtain  a  full  conviction  fbmtded 
npon  eolid  reasons,  not  to  be  shaken  afterwards  by  suggestions  of  some- 
thing tiiat  bad  been  overlooked. 

But  an  inveterate  misapprenennon  cannot  be  cured  at  once  by  the  clearest 
judgment  of  the  nndentanding,  for  thei  holt  lice  iii  die  imagination,  which 
will  retura  to  its  own  bias  as  eodn  as  the  operation  of  tbe  other  facnlty. 
ceases :  dierefore  it  Will  be  necessary  frequently  to  revise  tbe  point,  running 
over  the  proCeas  whereby  we  fohnml  our  judgment,  until  we  bring  it  to  be 
an  habitual  train  of  tSiinking,  by  vrinch  onr  conviction  will  be  turned  into 
penoaston,  and  become  one  Inanch  of  the  Tittue  of  Faith.  Urns  although 
a  good  life  in  general  be  tiie^eat  preparaitlon  for  death,  yet  here  is  a  par-. 
ti«nilw  preparaticn  adapted  to  aecore  -a*  i^inst  the  fears  of  it,  and  vre  shall 
•ee  presently  ftat'  our  pni^rcsH  in  this  preparation  must  assist  our  endea- 
vovn  towards  leading  a  good  life:  so  ^at  fay  labouring  prudently  for  our 
temporal  ease  and  tranquillity,  vte  shall  in  so  doing  advance  a  considerable 
■tep  towards'oor  fiatoTE  interests.  For  in  tbia,  as  in  other  instances,  though, 
oar  well  being  in  tiie-  nest  hfe  be  our  proper  ultimate  aim  and  principal 
eoncern,  we  can  gather  no  light  frum  our  stores  of  experience  how  to  com- 
pass it,  but  onr  own  good  and  that  of  our  fdlow-creatures  in  this  world  and. 
the  marks  which  Gkid  has  given  us  for  our  sure  direction. 

3,  To  examine  our  object  then  by  piecemeal  in  all  its  several  parts,  let  ua 
b^n  with  tbe  pains  and  distresees  accompanying  it,  as  having  the  fajrest  title 
to  raiae  our  apprebeneions,  because  pain  is  grievous  to  human  nature :  but  so 
It  is  when  not  endangering^ the  life,  wherefore  we  have  no  more  reason  to 
be  afraid  of  it  then,  than  at  otlicr  times.  But  people  fancy  it  must  I « 
acater  then  than  at  other  time* :  why  so  ?  what  foundation  is  there  for  tbe 
fiUBcy?  some  obtain  tbeir  qtnetus  without  any  signs  of  pain  at  all,  as  if 
dn^iped  into  deep :  and  when  brought  to  tbeir  end  by  distemper,  there  is  no 
appearance  of  its  Ijdng  more  tormenting  for  being  ^tal.  Physicians  tell 
yon,  be  that  recovers  from  a  violent  disease  suffers  more  by  it  than  he  that 
faiia;  for  the  uneasiness  springs  from  the  strugglea  of  nature,  which  are 
greatest  before  tbe  orian,  or,  when  that  proving  favourable,  leaves  her 
itwn^h  nncxhansted  witii  whJdi  she  still  continues  to  labour  for  throning 
aff~die  totA  Qppicssiag  ber:  but  ^hen  tbe  scene  of  death  begins,  nature 
has  yielded  to  tbe  eoemy^  having  lost  her  vigour  by  which  she  agitated  tbe 
ncrvooi,  aa  weU  ag  Am  seevebwy  vees^s,  so  that  tbe  nniirn  Income  be- 
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numbed,  no  longer  able  to  Mrike  the  Mine  KDutioBB  u  in  dteJr  fonaer 

Therefore  in  some  dieeaaea,  u  the  palay  and  die  coma,  ease  and  iiuenri- 
bility  are  reckoned  the  moat  fatal  Bymptoma;  and  eo  it  is  in  violent  inflam- 
mations, which  are  extremely  painful  until  the  mortific»tion  begun  eets  the 
patient  at  perfect  ease :  thus  the  approach  of  death  ia  known  by  the  depar- 
ture of  pain,  and  probably  the  last  stage  of  all  distempera  ia  a  palsy,  where- 
in some  mechanical  motiona  remain,  but  those  which  reach  the  teDBorj 
cease,  or  act  but  feebly.  For  that  the  convuluona  and  those  called  agonies 
are  mere  motions  of  the  madiine,  not  stmggles  of  the  active  powers,  nor 
affecting  the  organs  of  aense,  may  be  gatiiered  from  their  ainulitude  with 
coDTukive  fits,  to  which  some  persona  otherwiae  in  good  health  are  aubject, 
when  come  out  of  them  they  can  give  you  no  account  of  what  passed  in 
them,  but  the  whole  time  aeems  as  much  lost  aa  in  sound  sleep:  so  after 
the  convulsions  of  a  fever,  if  there  be  an  interval  of  aenae,  you  do  not  find 
the  patient  complain  of  having  eoSered  under  them,  nor  does  he  remember 
anything  of  what  lias  happened;  or  aa  1  have  heard  inatances-of  some  pa-- 
aoDs,  when  too  weak  to  etir  themselves,  a  convulsion  has  suddenly  raised 
them  upright  in  their  bed  without  etopifying  their  senaee,  they  take  it  for  a 
voluntary  motion,  a  return  of  their  strength,  call  for  their  hat  and  gloves, 
want  to  go  out  opon  their  usual  business,  and  feel  no  other  uneasiness  than 
from  the  opposition  of  the  people  about  them. 

But  we  hope  to  escape  other  evils  by  caution  and  good  management, 
whereas  death  ia  inevitable  :  it  is  true  death  is  certain,  but  a  painful  death 
is  not  ao ;  and  aince  there  are  varioua  passages  out  of  this  world,  we  may 
confide  in  the  goodness  of  God  that  he  will  assign  ns  one  proportionable  to 
the  firmness  of  the  mind  he  has  given  na  means  of  acquiring,  and  not  im- 
pose upon  UB  a  burden  greater  than  we  are  able  to  bear.  It  is  our  part  to 
prepare  our  ahonldera  beforehand  for  whatever  burden  we  shall  be  called 
upon  to  bear,  by  storing  in  such  firmness  as  the  way  of  life  we  are  engaged 
in  shall  afford  opportunities  of  gaining,  and  by  patient  endurance  of  what- 
ever pains  or  troubles  foil  upon  us  in  our  course.  And  when  the  last  trial 
does  come,  we  may  take  encouragement  from  its  being  the  last,  for  it  is 
easier  to  pluck  up  resolution  for  atruggling  with  a  difficulty  that  cannot 
hold  long,  than  to  maintain  peraeverance  throngh  an  unlimited  series  of 
them :  but  we  may  be  sure  when  this  is  ended  of  having  no  more  bodily 
pains  to  go  throng,  nor  danger  of  diseases,  wounds,  fractures,  hoose- 
breakers,  invasions,  fiics,  loasea,  or  vexations,  that  osed  to  alarm  lu  so  fr«. 
quently  in  this  world. 

Now  likewise,  if  never  before,  we  may  find  a  relish  for  praver,  and  relieve 
ourselves  by  it  as  with  a  cordial :  as  it  ia  not  a  time  for  pursuing  esoteric 
ideas,  there  will  be  no  harm  in  giving  way  to  a  persoasion  of  moving  God 
by  onr  importunities,  but  then  they  must  not  turn  upon  obtaining  recovoy, 
for  there  is  no  room  to  expect  he  will  alter  his  conrsea  of  natoic  upon  oar 
acconnt ;  their  proper  object  is  for  resignation,  patience,  content,  and  such 
temper  of  mind  as  will  conduce  to  our  present  ease,  for  this  is  nomplying 
with  the  courses  of  nature,  and  indeed,  though  that  need  not  be  had  in  now, 
will  give  OS  a  better  chance,  if  there  be  any  left,  of  recovering. 

4.  Let  us  proceed  next  to  the  regret  on  leaving  onr  friends,  bang  tonwd 
ont  of  our  possessions,  conveniences,  and  places  whereto  we  oaed  to  reaort 
with  ddigbt,  and  breaking  off  all  our  favourite  schemes :  but  there  ia  no 
infiddi^  in  departing  from  (rienda  we  cannot  stay  with,  no  waste  aor  im* 
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pradence  in  quittiin^  poMCMions  we  curnot  keep,  aor  inconstancy  in  laying 
aside  Ktiemea  we  can  no  longer  punue :  so  we  have  nothing  to  blame  our- 
Klves  for,  if  we  should  cast  off  that  attachment  which  was  commendable 
only  becaoM  it  helped  to  supply  ub  with  the  materials  and  methods  of  en- 
joyment, and  made  us  serviceable  to  one  another.  Dut  we  can  expect  no 
more  of  the  pleasures  we  used  to  find  in  them  :  very  tme,  yet  neither  shall 
w«  feel  a  want  or  miss  of  them,  for  they  are  not  so  necessary  to  as  as  that 
we  cannot  subsist  in  tranquillity  without  them. 

S(»ne  of  our  friends  have  been  taken  from  us  long  ago,  others  were  not 
bom  till  we  had  enjoyed  many  years  of  life,  and  our  connections  have  fi-e- 
quently  varied,  yet  always  seemed  engaging  to  us  for  the  time ;  while  chil- 
dren we  had  no  poeaessions,  we  toiled  not,  neither  did  we  ^in,  yet  our 
Heavenly  Faliier  provided  for  ns  by  that  instinct  he  gave  our  earthly  pa- 
rents :  we  then  had  no  thought  of  those  schemes  and  store  of  coDveniences 
that  appear  so  indispensable  to  us  now.  Our  fondness  for  all  these  things 
proceeds  firom  habit,  because  we  have  been  used  to  affect  them,  and  from 
the  condition  of  our  bodies  requiring  provisions  of  accommodations,  asaist- 
ance  of  other  persons  in  our  uses  and  pleasures,  and  a  train  of  pursuits  to 
keep  UB  continually  engaged.  But  white  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  we  are  in 
no  condition  to  use  those  sources  of  enjoyment  or  engagement  that  have 
supplied  us  hitherto,  and  if  that  terminates  in  onr  disBolotion,  we  sbell  be 
as  little  in  a  condition  to  reap  any  benefit  from  them  ;  therefore  the  parting 
with  them  is  no  cause  of  regret,  as  it  would  be  to  a  hving  man  who  rtiU  re- 
tains many  wants  and  desires  that  cannot  be  Bstisfied  without  them.  But 
when  quitting  our  animal  machine,  we  quit  therewith  our  habits,  our  pro- 
pensities, ideas,  and  remembrance,  becoming  again  a  blank  paper  as  when 
we  first  came  into  this  world ;  so  that  if  the  objects  of  our  old  acqaaintance 
vere  presented  to  us  we  should  not  know  them  again,  nor  have  senses  to 
perceive  them,  nor  be  able  to  conceive  what  benefit  or  pleasure  they 
eoold  do  UB,  but  remain  as  indifferent  to  take  new  impreBsions  or  desires, 
and  run  into  new  connections,  as  ever  we  were  in  cur  original  state  of  in- 
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Yet  why  should  we  say  the  approach  of  death  breaks  off  all  our  schenieB, 
and  threatens  an  ntter  destitution  of  all  friendship  ?  There  is  one  scheme 
which,  if  we  take  care  to  make  our  principal,  and  bring  ell  our  nnder-views 
to  bear  reference  or  coincide  with  that,  will  not  be  frustrated  by  our  removal 
from  this  imperfect  state  :  <^en  when  the  peremptory  summons  comes,  we 
have  still  a  step  to  make  in  the  prosecution  of  it  by  patience  and  resig- 
nation to  the  call,  and  loosening  our  hearts  from  the  good  things  that  used 
to  delight  US  here.  And  if  we  have  cultivated  a  habit  of  charity,  r^arding 
ourselves  as  citizensoftbeworld.andall  perceptive  creatures  as  intrinsically 
equal,  we  shall  be  ciqtebte  of  a  good  will  to  any  of  our  fellow-citizeoB,  what- 
ever species  of  them  we  may  be  cast  amongst.  For  charity  in  her  first  mo- 
tion is  nniversal,  but  must  confine  her  intercourscB  to  particular  subjects, 
according  to  the  degree  of  neighbourhood  wherein  they  stand :  onr  present 
nei^bours  were  assigned  their  stations  by  the  disposition  of  Providence 
causing  them  to  be  bom  in  the  same  age,  of  the  same  country  with  our- 
selves, and  endowing  them  with  the  qualities  and  characters  that  have  ren- 
dered us  mutually  helpfiil  and  pleaang  to  one  another :  and  what  should 
binder  but  that  the  aame  Providence  may  find  ns  other  neighbours,  as  well 
qualified  to  engage  our  dependence,  and  endearance  by  intercouraes  niitable 
to  the  wants,  the  abilities,  and  indinationa  we  ahall  then  have  allotted  us  ? 
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fiesidea,  it  u  not  impoMibU  tliat  the  tuna  penons  may  bt  rentored  to  our 
tkcighbourhood  in  a  better  litutition,  where  there  may  be  oooe  of  those  little 
mistakes  and  aiieuDderatandiags,  clashing  of  iuteretts,  or  discordance  of 
humours,  which  have  sometimea  interrupted  or  abated  onr  haniKmy  bereto- 

5.  Of  like  aort  ia  the  complamt  of  having  all  our  prospects  of  eog^^ 
ment  or  amuBement  overclouded;  for  the  miod,  when  reatraiued  by  india- 
position  or  confinement  from  ezerciaiag  the  active  powers,  loves  still  to  feed 
ia  imagi&ation  upon  her  usual  objects,  she  roams  to  acenes  of  buainea*  or 
enbertainnient  expected  in  the  succeediog  days.  Tbia  ruminating  oo  dia- 
tant  prospects  ia  view  before  her  proves  a  solace  under  little  uneaaineaaea : 
but  when  the  reflection  darts  in,  that  all  is,  only  a  vain  imagination  of  soenea 
that  can  be  enjoyed  no  more,  they  tnni  into  scenes  of  horror  and  oppress 
the  mind  with  the  greater  vexation,  by  how  much  the  more  eagerly  they 
are  beheld ;  they  aeem  like  a  present  ponacsiion  torn  away  by  violence,  or 
they  fret  with  the  disappointment  of  meeting  a  sword's  point  in  the  very 
ijuiuter  whither  we  had  turned  for  relief. 

But  I  believe  we  need  not  apprehend  this  grievance  will  c^>[K«Be  as  much 
lOO  a  bed  of  sjckaeaa,  when  there  is  little  relish  left  for  common  amuae- 
jneata,  and  httle  leisure  from  present  pains  and  wants  to  think  of  other 
.tUnga :  it  can  only  be  in  some  intervals  of  quiet  when  the  distemper  ana* 
peada  ita  violence  without  having  impaired  the  senses,  or  in  those  ineuiaUe 
decays  which  waste  but  give  no  pain,  nor  aicknesa,  that  those  troubles  can 
assault  us.  Nor  will  the;  assault  us  with  any  force,  if  we  have  been  careful 
during  the  course  of  our  lives  to  hang  our  desirea  loose  upon  the  thinm 
around,  ao  as  to  be  removeable  opon  the  slightest  toudi  of  reason,  or  sight 
of  an  insnrmonntahle  obstacle  intervening.  I  do  not  mean  that  we  ahould 
endeavour  to  get  rid  of  all  our  desires,  for  they  make  the  pleasure  of  life, 
and  are  the  spring*  of  action ;  but  we  may  desire  a  thing  while  appearing 
attainable  without  such  ao  attachment  or  fondness  as  shall  make  us  suffer  by 
tl^e  fikilure  of  it  when  not  to  be  had. 

I  have  recommended  several  times  before  to  provide  oarKlvea  with  maii|r 
order  to  prevent  desire  ■troim  comipt- 
discipline  it  continually,  to  keep  the 
tments,  unanzious  fpr  success  in  her 
IT  unavailing  wishes  :  for  diia  will  not 
ommerccwith  the  woild.  but  vrill  be  a 
e  benefit  as  well  in  the  hour  of  death 
c  thought  of  our  pleasures  should  ma- 
inat  them  the  troubles,  contradictions, 
vbich  none  of  us  are  wholly  exempt ; 
have  sometimes  seemed  to  us,  it  will 
>ing  to  be  delivered  entirely  from  them- 
be  [Hiident  to  contemfilate  on  the  uik- 


e  strangeness  of  the  thing,  aabeiag  a 
had  no  ei^ierience :  ior  upon  proqiect  - 
.  it  is  usii^  to  fbrti^  ourselves  with 
u-  ve  bad  sustained  before,  of  whkh 
return  of  our  former  tranqnillity  and 
[ig  in  all  our  stores  of  memorr  wber«- 
igh  we  daily  see  others  go  befor«^ns. 
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we  cm  get  no  aecoont  from  Hiem  how  it  fared  trith  them  either  during  their 
paesBge,  or  at  tlie  end  of  it.  Yet  thia  very  circunwtaitce  of  the  paasege 
being  made  every  day  may  ^ord  a  tubRtantial  gromtd  of  comfort,  not  that 
an  evil  is  the  lew  ki  obc  mas  for  having  faOen  npon  others :  if  I  break  my 
leg,  the  pain  is  the  same  whether  tbooMnds  beaide  or  noboby  break  theira ; 
but  because  whatever  diepenaation  ie  nniveiMJ,  omnot  be  an  evil. 

If  we  have  been  used  to  behold  the  coarse  of  affain  in  tbia  world  with 
Ae  wdl-wiihtng  eye  of  benevolence,  untainted  with  the  prejudicea  of  pride 
and  edfishnese,  undervalniBg  whatever  ia  not  our  own,  we  shall  diacem  •» 
many  more  joye  timn  aorrows,  to  many  more  blessings  than  miachie& 
abounding  everywhere,  a*  moBt  convince  ua  that  the  whole  system  la  laid 
out  with  an  nnsparing  bounty :  and  though  there  be  aome  evila  scattered 
here  and  there  for  wise  enda,  to  us  inacrutaUe,  they  bear  a  very  kiconBide- 
rable  proportion  to  the  good,  the  proviaioaa  whereof  Me  general,  but  those 
of  evil  for  particular  individuala.' 

Since  dien  it  is  appointed  all  men  once  to  die,  and  we  may  add  all  anir 
mala,  who  had  no  share  in  the  ain  of  Adam,  it  mult  be  ranked  among 
tbobe  H^Kiintmente  which  are  the  produce  of  bounty.  Nor  may  we  acru- 
ple  to  call  tbe  departOre  of  oar  dearest  friends  in  some  sort  an  ezperieiice 
of  our  own :  if  we  have  esteemed  tbeui  for  their  honesty,  integrity,  and 
good  qualitiea,  we  aball  not  think  them  subjected  in  anger  to  the  common 
lot,  nor  believe  it  oo  rigorous  as  imagination  suddenly  represents ;  if  we  have 
taken  part  in  their  joys  and  sorrows,  sympathized  in  dieir  affectiouB,  they  will 
hkve  been  to  us  another  aetf ;  ocoorrences  happening  to  them  will  affect  as 
tite  asiae  aa  if  happening  to  our  own  persons,  and  love  and  shame  will  help 
in  to  bear  onreluotantly  vrtiatever  we  have  seen  them  go  throogb. 

Bat  imagination  Miggeita  a  strangeneee  becanae  it  ia  appomted  men  to 
die  once .-  is  the  particle  Once,  which  makes  the  strangeness,  a  cause  of 
complaint  ?  What  if  it  were  appointed  to  die  two  or  three  times,  and  c^e 
to  life  agwo,  that  we  might  know  what  we  have  to  go  through  when  the  last 
mmmona  comee?  SfaDnid  we  think  tbe  condition  of  life  mended  by  thia 
alteration  ?  I  falicy  we  should  not  accept  of  it  if  left  to  our  option,  for 
w*  are  not  very  fond  of  a  sicdinesa  though  it  do  not  prove  mortal,  and  thia 
would  furnish  as  with  some  of  the  experience  we  want.  Tor  the  worst  of 
tiie  passage,  aa  I  have  obeerved  befora,  ia  daring,  the  prt^reaa  of  the  dis- 
temper, which  those  who  have  recovered  fixna  a  very  dangerous  one  have 
gone  throo^,  so  tbey  do  know  what  it  is;  therefore  many  of  os  have 
already  so  far  died  and  come  to  life  again,  aa  was  needful  for  the  present 
pOTpoee  of  taking  off  the  straugeneas  of  the  thing. 

If  thne  be  anybody  who  still  holds  the  old  exploded  doctrine  of  pre- 
euMence,  it  ia  pity  hut  he  should  take  snch  advantage  horn  bis  peculiarity 
aa  it  iscapahle  (^yielding  him;  and  he  may  gather  (his  reflection  from  it,  that 
be  has  already  died  a  tbensaod  timea  in  the  coorse  of  his  exiitence,  po'baps 
M  <d^  aa  he  has  fallen  aaleep  in  thia  present  life,  yet  he  still  finds  himself 
ha  a  conditJon  to  enjoy  bia  bcang,  endowed  with  power*  and  (acuities  suited 
ti>  that  ptupoee,  withrat  remembrance,  yet  likevrise  without  want  or  regret' 
of  Aoaa  be  poaaesaed  in  any  former  itate.  Therefore  he  may  look  i^ton 
death  as  equally  fiwiilisr  to  him  with  deep,  only  returning  after  much 
loBger  intcmla.  but  tiie  return  of  both  having  frequency  enough  to  take 
oat  all  atraogepcea  from  the  thoughta  of  them.  And  that  the  plain  man 
of  common  sense  may  net  want  a  source  of  comfort  open  to  the  visionary 
naonUtist,  I  ihall  remind  him  that  he  has  already  passed  through  the  atate 
3t2 
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of  the  womb,  to  which  the  pusage  iato  this  worM  mutt  have  been  as  new 
and  Btrauge,  ea  the  passage  oat  can  be ;  jet  he  got  throagh  it  well,  it  wa« 
m&tter  of  coDgnttuladon  among  all  who  had  anj  concent  about  him,  iaitill 
remembered  with  lome  lolemnity  u  a  jo}^  event,  and  I  mippow  he  hu 
never  once  regretted  his  former  titaatton,  nor  wished  to  get  bade  again  : 
from  this  experience  he  maj  draw  courage  to  take  his  passage  out  (tf  Ihia 
life,  and  think  himself  only  going  to  be  bom  a  second  time. 

7.  With  respect  to  the  loss  of  our  powers  and  ideas,  it  thoqld  be  con- 
sidered that  those  are  valoKble  only  as  they  serve  for  onr  help  and  direction 
in  the  supply  at  our  wants,  bat  when  our  necessary  wants  are  gone,  we 
may  spare  tiiem  without  damage.  What  would  our  powers  of  walking 
ftvul  ns,  when  we  Iwve  no  ground  to  trend  upon,  nor  unwieldy  bodv  to 
heave  abont  from  place  to  place  f  What  good  would  our  language  do'  us, 
unless  we  might  eipect  to  meet  with  persons  who  could  talk  the  same  ? 
How  are  we  the  worse  for  being  unable  to  provide  ourselves  with  suste- 
nance, when  we  shall  get  rid  both  of  our  hunger  and  thirst  ?  And  for  the 
removal  of  our  ideas  that  most  be  rendered  light  by  its  being  total,  for 
when  all  are  gone  we  can  have  no  uneasy  ones :  our  desires,  cravings, 
wants,  vexations,  griefs,  will  be  wiped  away  together  with  our  knowledge 
of  the  means  for  t^eving  them.  Were  some  of  our  ideas  to  remain,  thejr 
might  torment  us  with  the  reflection  on  those  that  are  wanting :  he  that 
shoold  retain  en  idea  of  his  home  with  all  the  conveniences  therein,  bat 
none  of  the  way  to  get  thither,  or  of  his  provisions  for  the  table,  without 
any  remembrance  of  the  places  or  means  of  procnriiig  them,  would  be  mad« 
miserable  fay  the  little  knowledge  he  has  lefl.  Th<Tefore  our  security  lies 
in  having  the  whole  stock  obliterated,  because  then  we  cannot  be  sensible 
of  ^minutione  made  in  it,  neither  can  we  have  a  cnving  left  after  losing 
all  conception  of  the  objects  that  used  to  eicite  it. 

But  if  our  knowledge  remained  entire,  it  would  become  useless  for  want 
of  the  powers  to  be  employed  by  it,  and  if  both  knowledge  and  powers 
were  to  stay,  they  could  only  spend  tfaemselvea  in  fimitleas  exertions,  hav- 
ing no  longer  the  Bsme  materials  and  services  to  work  npon  whereto  they 
were  adapted ;  so  it  is  better  they  should  all  go  together,  than  that  we 
should  be  left  in  a  mutilated  condition  wherein  the  disabled  parts  must 
prove  ft  burden  and  a  grievance  to  those  which  still  retained  some  d^rea 
of  vigour.  Indeed,  during  some  part  of  the  passage,  we  may  find  great 
inconvenience  from  the  decay  of  our  powers  while  we  still  have  wants  that 
might  be  relieved  by  them ;  but  this  cannot  be  of  long  duration,  tor  insen- 
sibility soon  follows  weakness :  therefore  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to 
prepare  for  doubling  the  grievance  by  possessing  our  minds  beforehand 
widi  an  habitual  dread  of  impotence,  as  a  thing  wretahed  in  itself :  we  had 
no  abilities  nor  understanding  before  birth,  yet  have  fared  well  enough 
with  them,  aud  so  may  again  at  the  end  of  life ;  the  trouble  can  only  be 
temporary  and  perhaps  not  that,  if  the  decay  of  our  activity,  our  judgment, 
and  our  senses,  should  keep  even  pace  with  one  another. 

8.  But  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  find  our  g^ass  almost  run  out  vrilli 
only  a  few  gleaning  sends  collected  in  the  bottom  point,  for  we  have  been 
used  to  consider  time  as  onr  most  precious  treasure,  the  necessary  baus  to 
support  ell  our  other  possessions ;  we  have  always  pleased  ourselves  with 
the  thoughts  of  having  a  plentiful  stock  before  us,  which  makes  os  dqected 
when  that  pleasure  is  wrested  away,  by  seeing  it  shrank  to  an  alwming 
smallness,  how  much  soever  we  have  been  too  wasteful  while  not  perceiv- 
ing it  sensibly  decay. 
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We  have  mdeed  a  small  allowance  of  it  dealt  us  here,  and  mnch  we  have 
to  do  with  h,  therefore  prudence  should  incline  us  to  husband  it  well,  that  we 
may  loee  none  of  those  uses  and  innocent  amusements  for  which  it  was 
given  us :  yet  if  we  have  inured  our  demres  to  hang  loose  npon  their  objects, 
if  we  have  learned  a  calm  iadoatry  void  of  anxiety  or  eagerness  in  the  prose- 
cution of  oar  schemes  and  pleaaoiea,  we  ahall  feel  no  shock  on  seeing  our 
career  cat  short,  nor  farther  space  remaining  to  pur«ne  them.  For  though 
the  time  for  them  be  over,  yet  time  itself  is  not  exhausted,  having  the 
boundless  ocean  of  eternity  from  whence  to  replenish  his  glass,  larger  than 
alt  the  sands  of  the  Atlajitic,  the  Pacific,  and  every  other  sea  together. 
Since  then  we  have  sach  an  immense  estate  of  time,  we  need  not  grudge 
the  expense  of  fifty  or  three  score  years  irrecoverably  gone  firom  us ;  for 
this  trifling  diminution  no  more  leaves  ns  the  poorer,  Disn  a  man  of  ten 
tboosand  pounds  a  year  would  be  the  poorer  for  having  dropped  a  sixpence. 
Whoever  bears  this  reflection  in  mind,  will  not  wish  to  recall  the  years 
that  have  lapsed  over  him.  nor  he  so  apt  as  many  people  are  to  complain  of 
seeing  the  rising  generation  grow  up  to  shove  Uiem  out  of  the  world ;  the 
great  boys  at  school  do  not  make  this  complaint,  because  little  ones  are 
daily  coming  in  to  shove  them  out  of  their  places;  nor  do  travellers,  if  hen, 
on  setting  oat  again  after  having  baited  at  an  inn,  they  see  other  company 
coming  in  to  take  the  commodious  room  and  refreshments  which  they  must 
now  resign. 

But  this  life  is  a  school  to  prepare  our  ftkculties  for  other  exercises  than 
those  set  us  here;  it  is  a  journey,  or  rather  one  stageof  our  journey  through 
matter :  we  have  onr  pleasures  and  our  uses  of  ^e  span  allotted  us,  and 
welcome  be  all  others  to  the  pleasures  and  uses  contained  in  their  span.  For 
that  there  are  further  uses  than  we  can  trace  in  all  the  transactions  of  pass* 
ing  here,  I  have  before  given  reasons  to  evince ;  those  uses  then  being 
answered,  we  want  no  more  sand  to  keep  our  glass  rmining,  but  may  leave 
time  to  find  another  glass  to  conduct  us  onward,  through  onr  next  stage. 
And  this  consideration  well  inculcated  might  encourage  us  against  all  fears  of 
the  ^ass  breaking  before  quite  ran  ont,  for  God  knows  what  uses  we  have 
to  serve,  and  what  length  of  time  is  requisite  to  complete  them,  and  no 
donbt  has  so  adapted  our  strength  of  constitution  together  with  the  courses  of 
fortune  respecting  us  to  aflbrd  sufficient  space  for  the  purpose ;  therefore 
whenever  we  find  the  glass  run  out.  or  shed  its  sand,  we  may  rest  contented 
that  the  uses  for  which  it  was  given  are  satisfled. 

9.  Nor  is  there  just  ground  for  more  grievons  disappointment  at  the 
glass  breaking,  because  it  is  an  event  we  have  been  always  most  careful  to 
prevent;  see  the  world  in  general  solicitous  to  escape,  and  been  taught 
from  our  infiincy  to  make  our  principal  concern,  as  being  right  and  incum- 
bent upon  ns  so  to  do.  It  is  certainly  right  to  take  all  proper  care  of  our 
preservation,  and  were  to  be  wished  that  the  voluptuous  and  debauched 
would  ^ve  more  attention  than  they  do,  to  dangers  which  threaten  the 
shortening  of  their  days :  but  when  we  consider  why  it  is  right,  we  shall 
see  that  the  laudableness  of  our  cares  doea  not  exclude  an  indiflcrcDce  for 
their  success,  if  they  should  prove  ineffectoal. 

life,  considered  barely  in  itself,  is  a  thing  indifferent,  neither  good  nor 
evil  i  if  the  kings  of  Colen,  as  legends  pretend,  slept  three  hundred  years 
in  a  cave,  they  mnat  have  been  alive  all  that  time,  but  were  no  mon  the 
better  nor  worse  for  being  so,  than  if  they  bad  lain  in  a  state  of  nonentity ; 
but  it  is  the  enjoyments  and  uses  of  life  that  make  its  value,  for  since  they 
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cannut  be  had  when  life  u  gODc,  the  praaorvrntMrn  of  U  b  die  6nt  Ud  iw 
ceuM7  ingredieiit  in  our  cares  for  tLem.  There  may  be  use*  end  eigt^ 
meats  be]>ond,  but  of  thoae  we  have  no  partieulu-  loumledge :  all  that  we 
can  koow  eesnTedly  concwwing  them  it,  that  there  are  certain  prqiaiatorr 
measnrea  needful  to  be  taken  Kere ;  which  jieMa  an  additional  renaon  for 
endeavonring  to  keep  our  atatioB  as  long  as  we  can,  tluU  we  ma;  bare  tina 
to  make  the  better  preparation.  But  when  there  are  visible  uses  to  the 
public  in  departing  Uieiefrom,  or  the  rules  of  duty  carrying  an  irrefragaUa 
presumption  of  such  nsea  demand,  it  is  more  lawlable  to  sftcriftce  life  with 
all  its  enjoyments,  than  still  to  retain  a  fondness  for  it :  nerertheleas,  even 
upon  these  occasions  it  remains  commendable  to  ase  aU  our  dJB  and  in- 
dnstry  for  escaping  the  danger,  bo  br  as  consistent  witb  oar  dvty.  For 
life  appears  a  good  to  us,  and  rectitude  coaBists  in  adhering  ttebdily  to  what- 
ever appears  soch  in  our  best  judgment :  therefore  our  oares  ior  self-preser- 
vation are  justifiable,  nor  does  it  contradict  the  habit  of  practisiBg  them; 
that  we  acquiesce  in  an  event  which  they  could  not  turn  aside. 

We  may  look  upon  the  shortening  of  life  through  our  owa  ne^igenoe  as 
a  real  evil,  and  if  we  make  the  prevention  of  this  evil  the  ot;ject  (rf  oUr  soli- 
citude it  will  keep  us  constantly  attentive  to  our  preeervati<»i,  and  yet  the 
approach  i^  death  when  inevitable  will  not  be  the  thing  we  have  been  ac- 
customed to  dread.  We  have  acted  right  in  warding  it  off  while  we  could, 
ioT  so  long  it  was  an  evil,  and  we  certainly  do  not  wrong  when  it  is  for«ed 
i^on  us,  for  this  is  no  act  of  oars  :  it  must  come  some  time  or  other,  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  believe  it  an  evil  whenever  it  comes  witboot  oar  own 
procnrement.  It  is  not  unlikely  there  may  be  a  critical  time  wherain  it 
will  be  best  for  us  to  depart  oat  of  this  world,  becanse  opening  the  best 
entrance  into  another  i  we  know  our  lot  here  so  &r  depended  -opoi^  tlw 
time  of  its  being  cast  upon  us,  as  that  we  could  not  have  been  bum  witli 
just  the  same  constitution,  natural  parts,  Aunily  nor  fortune,  at  any  other 
time ;  for  as  soon  as  the  little  ftetus  is  formed  for  the  reception  of  a  pero^- 
tive  spirit,  the  laws  of  nature  require  that  one  ehould  be  lodged  in  it;  there- 
fore if  our  creation  had  not  been  made  at  that  instant,  we  must  have  had  r 
lodgement  assigned  us  in  some  other  body.  And  how  know  we  that  it  may 
not  be  more  material  to  &11  upon  the  lucky  roomeut  for  oar  second  birth  ? 
for  the  spirit  newly  created  was  alike  indifferent  to  occupy  anybody,  but 
this  life  being  a  preparntiou  for  the  nest,  and  the  courses  of  it  very  variooa 
among  us,  we  must  go  out  of  it  very  variously  qualified,  so  that  every  station 
there  will  not  suit  as  alike ;  therefore  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  find  our 
passage  when  there  is  a  oommodious  station  vacant,  and  the  causes  that 
prepare  for  our  receptioa  are  operating. 

It  is  not  possible  for  us  to  know  when  those  circumstances  are  fiivoara- 
Ue,  but  we  must  truat  providence  for  having  ordered  the  course  of  events' 
in  both  worlds,  moat  opportunely  to  tally  with  one  another ;  and  a*  the 
•ottl  ia  created  when  there  is  a  body  capable  of  receiving  it,  so  is  it  «i^iiH 
out  again  when  the  most  suitable  station  lies  ready  for  its  ocoqiancy : 
therefore  it  would  be  extremely  hazardous  either  to  anticipate  by  our  in- 
temperance and  negligence,  or  retard  by  oar  timidi^,  the  time  that  has 
been  chosen  for  us  by  a  wise  and  beneficent  patron  i  for  by  so  doing  wa 
may  chance  to  cast  oiirselves  upon  some  uncomfortable  spot,  to  which  otu 
prepaiationB  have  been  in  no  respect  suited.  Hiub  we  aee  the  preservatkia 
of  life  while  the  means  of  preservation  are  allowed  us,  and  the  willing  re. 
■ignatioa  of  it  when  they  are  withdrawn,  are  so  ^  fitnu  being  contfadic- 
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tor;  itatimtaU,  or  ttw  oae  >  violent  tbtagt  frora  tlw  adm-,  that  they  botft 
Bntamlly  riae  bwether  from  the  mdb  ptiDdple,  uul  coincide  in  their  ten- 
danor  to  •ecoDi^iih  &b  ume  poipoee. 

10.  The  melaiidwly  i^pcannce  of  n  lifetew  bodj,  the  muuion  provided 
for  it  to  inhabit,  dark,  cold,  doae,  ud  ec^twy,  kk  shocking  to  the  izaa- 
ginatioB;  bat  it  in  to  the  imaginatioD  aiHj,  not  the  Haderstandin^,  for  who- 
ever conaoltB  Aia  faculty  will  aee  at  first  gience,  that  there  is  nothing  diHtntd 
in  all  these  ciromnitanocB :  if  the  eorpae  w«-e  kept  wrapped  ap  in  a  vrarm 
bed  widi  a  roaating  fire  in  the  diainber,  it  would  feel  no  comfortable  warn)  A 
tberefrcon  ;  were  itore  of  tapen  lighted  up  aa  eooa  as  day  shuts  in,  it  wouM 
see  no  idgecta  to  divert'it :  were  it  left  at  large,  it  would  have  no  liboty, 
nor  if  nuralmillod  with  company,  would  be  cheered  thereby ;  neither  are  the 
diitorted  featorea  exprrwimw  of  pain,  oaeaBiuess,  or  distress,  'niis  every 
one  Imowa  and  will  readily  allow  upon  bemg  suggsated,  yet  still  eannot 
behold  nor  avea  cast  a  thooght  upon  thoee  objects  vrithout  ehudderi^;  for 
Imowtng  that  a  living  peiaon  mast  suficr  grievously  under  taeb  appear- 
ance*, tbey  become  habitually  formidahle  to  tl>e  mind,  and  strike  a  me- 
dianical  horror  iriiich  b  increased  by  the  cnstoms  of  the  world  around  as. 

It  ie  GomnMn  to  fi^t  duldrea  into  taking  of  their  pliysle  by  tetiing 
them  that  else  tbey  mnit  be  pot  into  the  pit-hole ;  when  grown  up  the 
tolling  kndl,  the  sidemn  pomp  of  funerBl*  help  to  depress  their  spirits,  the 
doleful  countenances  and  duconrtes  of  other  persons    dr«w   tiwm  by 

mpnthy.  and  all  the  scene*  of  death  are  heightened  bv  poMs  snd  rhapso- 
As  for  the  pit-htde,  I  see  no  need,  of  that  in  roedicJDe,  for  if  terror* 
arp  waotiog.  those  of  the  rod  might  do  full  at  Well  to  make  the  poticm  go 
down:  deoeacy  in  buriala  indeed  i*  practised  in  All  civilized  countriee,  nor 
is  it  an  idle  ceremony,  becanse  liae  omission  of  it  might  introdace  a  aavago- 
neae  and  (Curacy  of  temper,  that  would  be  dangerous  to  the  living,  tfaere^ 
fore  it  is  serviceable  only  to  raise  a  feeling  in  the  thoughtless,  winch  may 
make  them  more  helpfol  to  persons  in  sickoeas  <x  danger ;  but  for  auub  a* 
have  a  aensibility  and  a  sympathizing  temper,  it  behovee  them  to  take  care 
this  iH^tviaion,  mlutary  to  the  generality,  do  not  become  poisonous  to  them 
by  stirnog  up  a  sympathy  with  the  dirouded  carcass,  and  tainting  their 
imagination  with  a  dread  of  being  themselves  one  day  the  subgect  of  a  liko 
doleful  ceremony.  It  would  be  vain  to  use  arguments  here,  for  none  aro 
wantiug,  the  understanding  being  already  satisfied  that  there  is  iko  suflering 
within  th«  coffin,  wherewith  to  sympathize  ;  the  sore  lies  in  the  imagina- 
tion, which  is  not  to  be  dealt  with  by  accnmnlating  new  ar^mentt,  hot 
by  coutinnaQy  nmning  over  in  the  mind  what  was  Known  wril  enongh  to 
the  reawn  before,  that  so  it  may  be  loosened  fiom  the  hoid  gotten  upon  it 
by  the  ecnaea.  and  bron^t  to  run. in  trains  not  suggested  by  external  ap- 
pearances. 

Therefore  it  will  be  e^edient  ofUn  to  contemplate  the  nature  of  our  com- 
position consisting  of  two  parta,  one  of  which  serves  only  for  a  channel  of 
conveyance  or  instrament  for  the  otlier  to  perc»ve  by,  until  by  this  practioo 
we  have  familiarized  o»t  thought*  to  the  idea  of  a  substance  which  is  not 
body,  nor  an  ot^ect  of  sight,  or  touch,  or  any  sense,  yet  peratsves  whatever 
stands  exhibited  by  the  eensea,  which  is  property  oomlves,  makes  whatever 
else  comes  into  vital  union  with  it  to  be  port  of  onnelve*  for  the  time,  is 
capable  of  uniting  with  other  portioos  of  matter  which  then  would  beeom* 
parts  of  Qs,  and  has  no  further  concern  widi  them  when  dinmited  agaiB, 
but  they  no  more  remain  part*  of  us  than  of  any  other  person. 

,  If  we  find  these  ideas  too  abstracted  to  make  impression  upon  tis,  we  may 
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aid  tham  by  experienoe  of  our  eouea  ;  we  know  tbat  limbs  hare  been  cut 
off,  and  tjtieit  whatever  treatmeat  is  bestowed  upon  them  au  more  affects 
the  former  owner  than  it  doea  a  atranger :  we  daily  Ke  the  alaoghtered 
animal  serving  for  our  food,  yet  without  apprehension  of  any  hurt  be- 
foUing  them  by  the  cuttings,  the  roastings,  and  bashings  they  nndergo  : 
why  then  aboidd  we  fancy  a  dead  fian,  pent  up  in  a  coffin,  and  laid 
in  the  grave,  more  miserable  than  a  dead  chicken,  closed  np  in  a  pye  and 
baking  in  the  oven  ?  Yet  we  shudder  at  the  dead  man's  vituetion,  tiiinkin^f 
how  dreadful  it  would  be  to  us ;  so  it  certainly  would  if  placed  there  alive, 
and  BO  would  the  chickni's  if  pat  in  with  all  its  feathers  on,  bef(n«thened( 
was  wrong ;  and  both  have  been  in  a  situation  as  little  suited  to  onr  liking, 
one  immcned  in  a  slimy  yolk  inclosed  in  the  shell,  the  othet-  not  msdi 
more  agreeably  lodged  in  the  womb  ;  yet  the  thought  of  that  yields  no  ap- 
prehension of  misery,  though  there  then  were  senKa  to  suffer  bj  it :  why 
then  should  we  tremble  at  a  condition  where  there  are  oo  senses  to  be  af- 
fected at  anything  passing  there  ?  But  whatever  conaiderations  we  employ 
will  not  avail,  bj  ouce  or  twice  suggesting ;  wemuatbeindnatrions  to  apply 
them  upon  every  alarm  starting  up  in  the  thought :  for  knowledge  is  not 
the  thing  we  want  here  but  faith,  and  persuasion  being  a  habit,  is  neither 
to  be  weakened  nor  worked  upon  unless  by  repeated  efforts  made  at  proper 
seasons  for  bringing  the  ideas  to  run  apontaneonaly  in  trains  conformable  to 
our  knowledge,  without  disturbance  from  extemsj  appearances. 

1 1.  Nevertheless,  after  imagination  is  cured  of  anxiety  for  the  body,  aa 
being  devoid  of  all  sense  and  ceaeiug  to  be  a  part  of  us,  it  will  retain  a  so- 
licitude ioT  that  part  which  still  coutinnes  to  be  ounelves,  lest  it  should  at- 
terly  lose  all  powers  of  perception  on  losing  the  body  which  contained  all 
the  organs  of  sensation  and  repository  of  ideas  within  it ;  and  this  inability 
to  comprehend  what  means  of  enjoyment  or  occupation  we  shall  then  have, 
strikes  a  horror  upon  the  mind.  For  even  the  persuasion  of  happiness  ordina- 
rily does  not  satisfy,  nor  can  scarce  be  entertained  without  prospect  of  lOiiM 
particular  channel,  through  which  that  happiness  may  flow :  pleasure  in  the 
abstract  is  not  easily  conceivable  ;  when  we  go  to  frame  an  idea  of  it,  we 
constantly  think  of  something  pleasant  to  the  tODcb,  or  the  taste,  or  some 
other  of  the  senses,  or  to  the  reflection  which  draws  all  its  mateiiali  from 
the  fond  of  sensation  ;  and  when  we  try  to  raise  an  idea  of  pleasure  where 
all  those  materials  are  withdrawn,  there  starts  up  a  frightfol  phantom  in  its 
stead,  made  formidable  by  its.confusedness,  as  having  neither  shi^M,  nor 
colour,  nor  distinguishable  murk  for  the  thought  to  rest  upon. 

This  difficulty  will  always  perplex  us,  unless  we  have  used  ourselves  to 
carry  reflection  beyond  the  immediate  operation  of  the  senses,  and  to  distin- 
guish the  impression  they  strike  upon  &e  mind  from  the  springs  employed 
in  atriking  it.  We  have  pleasures  of  very  various  sorts  with  respect  to  their 
objects,  and  sometimes  pass  through  very  quick  successions  of  them,  jet 
with  equal  pleasure  all  the  while :  a  man  sits  down  to  a  dinner  he  likes 
extremely,  when  that  is  ended  he  chats  awhile  among  agreeable  company, 
he  then  takes  a  very  diverting  book,  from  which  he  goes  directly  to  a  concert, 
which  terminates  in  a  ball ;  his  pleasure  all  along  may  be  the  same,  though 
the  sources  of  it  have  varied,  which  shows  us  that  pleasure  ia  something 
different  from  the  causes  exciting  it,  and  may  differ  from  itself  in  degree, 
hnt  never  in  kiqd,  though  the  causes  continually  differ  in  kind.  We  find 
oar  amusements  doj  upon  repetition,  becoming  fijatindiflferent,  thenirkaome 
from  delightful  they  were  before ;  the  colours,  the  sounds,  the  savours,  or 
whatever  else  was  in  the  objects  that  arouaed  us  continue  all  along  the  sam^ 
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bMt  nottung  ii  more  t^ppocito  than  plesaure  and  pun  ;  therefore  Bince  tbe^ 
nn  botli  be  joiiied  mcceesiTely  to  the  same  aensBtioDS,  tbey  mint  be  Mme* 
thing  diffiuent  from  thnn,  capaUe  of  sabautiniT  without  them,  cud  intro- 
dacible  by  other  chaaDeU.  Yet  wheDerer  we  receiTe  either,  there  must  be 
KiiDething  acting  upon  us,  for  aa  the  eye  camiot  aee  itself,  bo  neither  can  the 
mind  operate  npon  itself,  but  to  have  eujoymeot  mnat  have  wme  pleasurable 
object  to  affect  it. 

Bat  why  should  we  not  conceive  it  may  be  so  effected  without  aid  of  the 
bodily  senses  ?  Their  ministry  is  necessary  in  this  present  state,  because 
all  oar  ot^ects  lying  at  a  distaiice  without  us,  could  not  reach  our  notice 
unleae  by  their  intervention  :  yet  we  may  consider  that  perception  is  not 
taken  at  the  eyes,  or  the  ears,  or  the  fingers'  ends,  th^  only  propagate 
their  motions  to  the  particles  of  car  sensory  which  strike  us  immediately 
with  perceptions  ;  and  why  cannot  we  imagine  there  may  be  other  particles 
poesesung  the  like  quality  without  hsving  their  motions  conveyed  through 
a  long  complicated  mechanism,  so  that  the  naked  mind  may  have  objects  to 
perceive  analogous  to  those  furaishiog  our  sensory  ?  Or  lF  this  be  hard  of 
Donception,  it  will  be  much  less  so  to  apprehend  the  mind  not  going  ont 
naked,  but  invested  with  a  set  of  organs  capable  of  transmitting  notices 
from  external  objects,  for  the  probability  of  which  I  have  already  given 
msons  drawn  from  the  doctrine  genetslly  received  upon  the  best  authori' 
ties  of  this  life,  being  a  preparation  for  the  next :  so  that  we  shall  still  have 
a  channel  of  sensation  to  supply  us  with  engagement;  and  though  our  new 
senses  should  be  totally  different  from  those  we  now  possess,  this  need  not 
disturb  us,  for  having  an  idea  of  sensation  to  work  upon,  we  do  not  want 
a  ground  whereon  to  fix  uur  idea  of  enjoyment,  A  man  bom  blind  can 
form  no  conception  of  the  pleasnres  we  know  are  received  by  eight,  neither 
can  a  child  in  the  womb  of  the  varions  enjoyments  in  life,  nor  yet  an  infant 
of  most  of  the  tastes  and  gratifications  belonging  to  manhood ;  thus  we 
have  experience  of  creatures  capacitated  to  receive  pleasures  upon  a  change 
in  their  organs,  of  which  they  are  not  now  capable  of  forming  any  distinct 
idea ;  wbidi  may  help  us  to  comprehend  the  easier,  how  we  m^  still  find 
matter  to  occupy  u«  in  the  use  of  new  senses,  unknown  to  murtsl  man. 

Nevertheless,  for  a  further  aid  to  our  imagination,  it  has  been  common 
to  employ  sensible  images  for  figuring  the  condition  we  may  stand  in  ;  but 
Nnce  some  people  have  stumbled  at  the  descriptions  of  angels  with  wings, 
or  creatures  shaped  and  sized  like  ourselves,  whether  with  gross  bodies  or 
flimsy,  unsolid  textures,  if  they  find  the  Tcbicular  hypothesis  better  snited 
to  their  taste,  they  are  welcome  to  the  suggestions  I  have  oflisred  concerning 
it !  only  let  them  not  be  mortified  at  their  minuteness,  for  we  jndge  of 
magnitude  by  ourselves ;  children  think  grown  persons  huge  creatures, 
and  we  call  them  little  creatures ;  whatever  diminutive  size  wc  may  be  re- 
duced to,  no  doubt  we  shall  esteem  ourselves  proper  persons :  if  a  thousand 
of  us  can  creep  into  a  grain  of  corn,  we  shall  not  fancy  ourselves  mites  for 
all  that,  but  the  corn  swoln  into  an  enormous  mountain,  abounding  with 
sparious  caverns  where  we  may  ramble  about  commodiously. 

12.  Yet  how  difficult  soever  we  find  it  to  forma  clear  idea  of  pleasure  in 
the  abstract,  nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  apprehend  pain  and' uneaaineas 
without  any  particnlu'  object  wherewith  to  concrete  them  ;  which  makes 
imagination  so  prone  to  forebode  mischief  in  uncertainty,  being  then  re- 
duced ta  abstractions  it  can  readily  find  the  idea  of  pain  among  them/  but 
nothing  to  counterbalance  it.  But  pain  cannot  befall  without  some  agent 
to  hurt  us,  and  some  organ  to  convev  the  hurt ;  for  a  man  whose  senses  arc 
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ttiqnfied,  ii  incxLpBble  of  reMtviag  soy ;  wtudi  d)owm  that  pna  k  in  itt 
oabue  u  little  fitted  for  an  abatreot  idea  ■■  eajayiautt,  and  our  being  >Uc 
to  conceive  it  mote  readilj  mut  be  owing  to  cnaUmi.  wbich  makea  tM 
Iwnleit  things  easy ;  frota  wiicnoe  we  may  gather  enconrag^nt  to  try 
whether  by  pmdently  habitnating  ow  nindB  to  tlie  tfaongkt,  we  caooot  attain  a 
Uve^  cOBp^tioa  of  liappinen  too  in  tbeaiatiact,  wittewt  Innwtedgeof  any 
panicular  speciea  of  enjoymetite  wliereof  it  is  to  conaist ;  for  this  is  a  mora 
desirable  pemuuion  ^tan  that'  of  the  Vehicles  or  Mundane  Son),  which 
though  to  me  appearing  a  very  probaUe  hypotheaia,  itiU  ia  but  hypothesis. 
If  we  proceed  to  examine  how  we  eonie  to  fell  into  the  praodoe  of  ab- 
Btracting  pain  rather  than  pleaaurs,  we  ma;  perc«7e  it  introduced  hf  the 
narrowaess  of  our  dsaires  confimog  o>  to  their  wreral  objects;  thet«- 
fore  when  s  pleasure  is  proposed,  we  are  willing  to  lean  someUung  parti* 
colar  idwat  it,  &at  we  may  know  whether  it  be  toitaUe  to  our  taate,  lor 
elu  we  would  not  give  a  fsithii^  for  it :  hot  all  uofasiness  is  disgnstAd  tp 
us,  therefore  when  any  threatois,  ws  do  not  oae  to  inquire  Aotiier  what 
■peciea  it  ii,  before  we  feel  sn  BTtnion  to  it.  Ilien  ovr  enjoynwnts  fnrtbe 
most  part  require  a  long  train  of  measures  to  be  taken  befbrdiand  for  their 
procurement,  which  miMt  be  laid  upon  oonaideralioo  of  the  particillar 
soBTcea  Irem  whence  they  are  to  be  bad;  the  stepa  by  iriiiidi  we  adnnce 
towards  tfaem  become  dtemsdvea  pleasant  to  the  thought,  which  oonnaalj 

loves  to  run  ■■■  *ti^  ,4i«niu.l    mnA  p«irti«p.  »»»i«.  a  h>^^Tn  «f -MnMi™-^ 

in  pujsBcution  of  them,  than  from  the  pleasure  at  the  end.  Bnt  ■t™'>''"fir 
niTreand  ns  on  sll  quarters,  so  it  ia  necewary  to  keep  up  a  general  cswbou. 
ready  to  take  alarm  against  whatewr  (hnger  i^proachee :  if  twenty  plea- 
Borea  offer,  we  fix  upon  one  in  preference  to  all  the  rest;  if  twenty  evils 
thret<tea  na,  we  want  to  escape  ihem  all ;  we  hunt  about  for  the  eonrcea  at 
pleaaore  when  they  do  not  present  of  their  own  accord,  but  we  do  not 
choose  to  think  on  the  causes  of  uneoainesa,  nuleaa  when  needfol  to  guard 
against  them. 

Bat  the  same  csntlon  which  ia  oar  safeguard  hcrei  can  do  na  no  service 
when  we  have  new  orgsns  and  a  new  set  of  oljecta  to  deal  with :  for  we 
know  not  what  danger*  to  watdi  for,  nor  what  to  take  alarm  at,  tfacrcAire 
may  safely  discard  our  f<aifnhi<ws  as  being  wbcdly  unavailing :  and  having 
observed  from  whence  it  proceeds,  namely,  from  the  narrowness  of  our 
deaires,  this  will  point  out  one  way  of  curing  it.  I  have  before  leeom- 
inended  the  multiplying  our  desires  as  much  at  possible,  striving  to  be 
pleased  with  everytiiing,  and  to  posseas  a  eontented  mind,  which  is  always 
a  liappy  mind  in  every  situation;  if  we  have  pnctiacd  this  method,  we 
shall  gala  R  more  general  and  abetntct  idea  of  plsaanra,  not  confined  to  a 
few  particular  species  of  it,  and  become  kas  apt  to  take  alarm  merely  fraa 
the  uncert&inty  of  our  prospect,  without  scmiie  apparent  gromid  making  it 
ivndeat  so  to  do. 

And  in  order  to  satisfy  oursdves  that  a  state  of  muerlainty  is  not  neeea 
sarily  a  state  of  terror,  we  may  oonaider  that  children  and  animals  have  no 
foresight  of  the  [deasarca  and  peins  that  will  bcAdl  Uiem  :  bnt  ynu  will  say. 
they  have  no  sense  of  danger  ocr  knowle^  of  the  acddents  whereto  they 
are  liable  i  trae,  but  we  who  do  know  they  ara  so  liable,  yet  aie  not  »£•■ 
fri^ited  for  them  upon  the  mere  uncertainty,  unless  we  see  some  portxalar 
danger  impending.  We  may  reflect  likewise  that  we  have  never  yet  lived 
in  a  state  of  absdute  eecurity,  bnt  know  ourselves  continnaHy  liable  to 
dangers  and  changes  of  situation,  of  whidi  we  can  have  no  clear  apiH^ben' 
sion  wliat  they  may  produce,  yet  have  been  able  to  possess  our  minds  in 


by  Google 


IffiATH.  «J1 

tranqBtUitr,  notwitbitaiidug :  from  whenn  we  nwy  Wrn  to  familianse  our 
thougldi  to  B  deprndeace  vpoa  fortune  in  mattas  whereof  ne  have  no  light 
gtren  as  to  Mp  onnelvea.  For  what  appcan  to  oa  ch«ace  or  fortune,  ia 
indeed  a  r^nkr  Mriea  of  cuues,  boond  <af  in  one  vyVtna  with  the  Uwb  of 
nature :  and  we  eee  how  nnture  provides  euitable  accommodationB  for  every 
•peotes  of  ^nin«l«  as  boob  as  ibe  bring*  them  into  life,  by  which  vxperianee 
^ofy  attended  to  we  maj  turn  onr  oncertainty  into  an  asMrance,  that  what- 
ever oar  waata  and  c^Mcitiea  shall  be  in  the  next  state  of  life,  she  has  made 
the  tike  provimoa  for  our  auitahle  accommodation  tha^. 

Not  need  we  fancy  our  being  left  oncutuu  with  respect  to  what  parti- 
cidar  sensations,  objects,  and  enploymmts  will  be  osaigned  as,  as  an  effect 
of  diakindncsBi  for.  tf  we  bad  sach  particular  knowledge,  it  must  intermpt  as 
in  the  duties  of  onr  station,  we  should  be  perpetually  lunuoating  on  the 
scenes  before  ua  instead  of  attending  to  the  business  in  haod,  and  apon  any 
little  distaste  we  might  be  tei]q)ted  to  end  our  lives  before  the  appointed  time : 
therefore  it  is  a  blewing  that  we  are  allowed  no  further  insight  into  futurity 

'  than  to  discern  that  our  conditiou  there  dqtends  upon  the  pmdeat  manage- 
ment of  our  own  truest  interests,  and  those  of  our .  fellow-creatures,  upon 
earth :  thia  ia  enough,  if  borne  enough  in  mind,  to  keep  us  steady  in  our 

<  proper  occupation  here,  and  open  an  exhilarating  though  indistinct  prospect 
of  an  hereafter. 

18.  By  such  considerations  we  can  aasSy  satirfy  our  minds  for  a  season, 
Wt  the  difficulty  liea  in  preserving  the  vigour  of  ^eir  influence  unimpaired 
at  all  seaaona,  for  thare  are  some  wherein  we  find  ourselves  very  apt  to  sus- 
pect the  justneES  of  onr  former  reasonings.  Fear  will  often  l^ng  on  a 
dead  weight  of  prejudice,  as  well  aa  hope :  what  we  eagerly  wish,  we.can 
believe  upon  no  foundation ;  and  what  we  vehemently  dread,  appears  a  cer- 
tain evil  while  there  remains  a  possibility  of  imagining  that  it  may  come. 
In  this  case  we  commonly  set  ourselves  with  all  our  might  to  hunt  for 
argument  in  suf^Mrt  of  our  terrxtr,  and  imi;reas  them  iu  atrongeat  cdours 
upon  the  mind :  if  any  one  goes  to  quiet  ua,  we  expect  a  demonstration 
that  shall  force  upon  us,  in  apite  of  our  utmost  resistaooe,  a  glare  of  light 
to  strike  through  our  eyelids  when  we  shut  them  against  it.  This  par- 
tiality of  fear  springs  from  a  like  partiality  to  our  deurea,  and  our  indo- 
lence ;  we  are  conscious  ctf  having  made  hasty  decisioiu  either  because  they 
humoured  oar  wishes,  or  to  avtnd  the  trouble  of  further  examination,  which 
brings  an  fitter- discredit  upon  our  judgment,  so  that  we  can  never  tell 
when  to  trust  it,  but  become  incxedulous  by  knowing  that  we  luiie  always 
been  too  credulous  before. 

Haviag  found  what  raiaea  this  barrier  round  onr  fears  rendering  them 
inaccessible  on  all  quarters,  it  behoves  us  to  guard  against  the  workings  of 
indolence  and  partiality  of  desire,  topreveut  the  mischief  that  will  be  very  bard 
to  remedy.  We  may  remember  that  absolute  certmnty  was  not  made  for 
nwn,  and  learn  to  content  ourselves  without  it :  our  clearest  evidences  do 
not  give  thor  fall  lustre  at  once,  until  we  have  examined  them  on  all  sides, 
and  observe  what  other  evidences  there  may  be  to  weaken  their  force :  as 
onr  tmainesB  lies  with  probabiltlies,  it  will  be  needful  to  practise  the  art  of 
aacertainiQg  their  degrees,  that  we  may  become  expert  iu  weighing  them 
turly,  and  discerning  when  there  is  a  visible  jH^pooderancy.  If  we  have 
inured  ourselves  to  this  method  so  that  it  is  grown  habitual,  we  ahalj  pass 
no  judgment  upon  matters  we  do  not  understand,  and  where  we  do  pass  a 
judgment  sh^  be  able  to  oMifide  in  its  decisions  with  an  unreserved  aaient 
and  ntoral  aeianuice  not  easily  Eusccpliblc  of  doubts  and  misgivings.    All 
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thkt  remuDi  to  be  done  is  by  frequently  reviewing  the  determiBBtiona  of 
our  reason  to  fix  them  strongly  upon  the  imagination,  that  they  may  rise 
there  Bpoutaneontly  in  their  full  ooloun,  whenever  wanted  i  whereby  oon- 
victioD  will  be  tamed  into  pereiuuion,  and  if  it  were  npon  a  pcrint  ot  im- 
portance, will  become  an  article  of  Faith. 

Bnt  fttith  is  never  so  steadfast  as  when  first  grotmded  on  solid  raticmal 
cwnviction,  after  having  stood  the  test  of  the  strictest  scrutiny  that  each 
man  baa  capacity  or  opportunity  to  go  thioDgh :  therefore  one  shovld  be 
desirous  to  have  the  reality  ui  m  Provideoce,  that  corner  stone  of  all  liUth, 
fully  disouBsed,  and  every  a^nment  that  can  be  suggested  in  opposition  to 
it  fairiy  enmined,  that  there  may  remain  no  suspicion  of  oar  having  been 
drawn  into  the  belief  of  it  by  the  torrent  of  custom,  or  our  jut^ent 
biassed  by  a  secret  partiality,  for  partiality  will  have  an  influence  here 
as  well  Bs  in  other  matters. 

Many  persons  fond  of  an  uncontroUed  ^berty  of  indulging  (heir  passions 
have  been  drawn  into  the  disbelief  of  a  God  by  thnr  earnest  denrv  that 
there  were  none :  but  the  Lucretian  comfort  is  none  to  me,  for  not  to  mNi- 
tion  that  the  prospect  of  annihilation  appears  to  my  thinking  no  very  com- 
fbrtattle  prospect,  nor  that  my  notion  of  the  individuality  of  every  perceptive 
Being  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the  prodnction  of  one  by  a  coalition  of  im- 
perceptive  atonie,  I  say,  stepping  over  these  difficulties  and  sapposing  it 
demonstratively  proved,  that  a  certain  composition  of  matter  might  become 
a  reasonable  creature,  I  should  not  yet  be  freed  fr^xn  my  fears,  nor  find  a 
salve  for  them  in  the  thoughts  of  annihilation.  For  I  should  preaame  that 
whatever  power  had  created  me  once,  might  create  me  again  after  being 
annihilated  ^  if  a  certain  lucky  assortment  of  corpuscles  could  produce  me  into 
being  before  when  I  was  not  emtent,  what  should  hinder  but  that  another 
assortment  may  produce  me  from  non-existence  into  bdng-  a  seccmd  time  i 
And  the  sevend  assortments  working  this  effect  may  be  very  difierent  for 
au^t  I  know,  for  I  see  no  necessary  connection  between  my  personality 
and  any  particular  atoms,  or  particular  position  of  them  among  one  another. 
litis  composition,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  Edward  Search,  might  have 
constituted  some  other  person  with  still  the  same  material  substance,  the 
saioe  texture  of  brain  and  sensibility  of  organs,  if  chance  had  so  happened  : 
in  this  case  the  same  Chapters  would  have  been  written,  and  the  same  en- 
joyments of  life  passed  through,  yet  I  should  have  had  no  share  in  either, 
but  might  perhaps  have  not  been  at  all,  or  been  some  other  among  those 
many  millions  of  compositions  forming  men  and  animals,  each  having  their 
respective  personalities,  their  respective  volitions,  and  feelings  distinct  from 
those  of  every  other.  In  like  manner  among  those  innnmerable  sentient 
oorapositions  which  shall  continue  to  be  formed  after  my  annihilation, 
what  Bssorance  have  I  that  my  personality  may  not  be  annexed  to  some 
one  of  them,  so  that  I  may  become  a  Spanish  n^ro,  a  prisoner  in  the 
inquisition,  a  toad,  an  adder,  or  spider,  or  something  more  vile  and  mise- 
rable than  human  experience  has  yet  known,  or  imagination  figured  ?  And 
all  this  to  depend  upon  a  blind  unfeeling  inconsiderate  cdiance ;  whii^  pre- 
sentsamoetalarmingproapect.involved  in  darkness,  uncertainty,  andhomv. 

Therefore  it  appears  to  me  an  extremely  desirable  thing,  that  there 
should  be  a  Providence  extmding  to  all  the  regions  I  can  possibly  be  cast 
upon  hereafter,  as  well  as  this  I  now  inhabit :  and  knowing  that  I  have 
this  prejudice,  I  stand  constantly  upon  my  guard  against  it,  lest  it  should 
draw  me  tu  admit  ivoo&  in  favour  of  what  I  wish  too  hastily,  before  hav- 
ing examined  them  to  the  bottom,  and  given  a  fair  hearing  to  whatever  my 
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own  thoughts,  or  the  ingenuity  of  other  persons  may  tDj^est,  in  opposition. 
For  I  want  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  solace  which  shall  not  Iwl  me  in  time  of 
need  i  my  reasonings  I  cannot  expect  to  contiane  when  the  weskness  of 
distemper,  the  consternation  of  sonie  htal  accident,  or  the  debilities  of  old 
age  shall  alarm  me  with  a  near  prospect  of  my  end ;  some  conclnsions  from 
my  former  reasonings  I  may  retain,  and  am  willing  to  have  my  confidence  in 
than  strengthened  by  the  canscioosuese  of  haviug  drawn  them  with  the  utDHMt 
impartiality  and  caution.  This  consdoasness  I  apprehend  is  in  everybody's 
power  to  secure ;  for  thongh  all  have  not  the  same  leisure  firom  the  duties  of 
their  station  to  pursue  their  examination  equally  &r,  yet  all  may  proceed  with 
care  and  impartiality  so  for  as  they  have  opportunities  to  go,  and  if  thev  cannot 
dive  to  the  bottom  themselves,  they  may  confide  in  the  judgment  of  all 
sober  and  judicious  persons,  whom  they  will  find  unanimous  iqxin  this  article. 

14.  The  i^ffidence  of  our  reasonings  proceeds,  1  apprehend,  not  so  mnch 
from  flaws  discovered  in  them,  as  &om  the  want  of  colours  wherewith  to 
paint  the  conclusions  resulting  Irom  them,  so  ss  to  appear  clearly  visible  to 
our  imagination ;  for  they  lead  into  such  as  are  not  at  all  conformable  to 
our  experience,  nor  the  scenes  exhibited  by  our  senses.  For  our  senses 
being  the  first  inlets  of  alt  oar  knowledge,  we  having-  recourse  to  their  de- 
cision upon  all  dif&colties  wherever  we  can  (whence  comes  the  saving,  that 
seeing  is  believing,)  and  being  continually  conversant  with  their  objects, 
we  find  a  difficulty  in  conceiving  an  idea,  that  is  not  made  np  of  materials 
drawn  from  them. 

With  Ds,  not  seeing,  or  not  finding  a  thing  capable  of  being  seen,  is  dis- 
believing; whatever  is  such  as  no  man  has  bad  experience  of,  nor  can 
easily  be  represented  to  the  imagination,  seems  a  vision,  an  absurdity,  a 
nothing,  which  no  proofs  can  support.  When  told  of  s  substance  we  think 
it  must  be  something  that  can  be  felt,  for  common  language  sppropriates 
the  epithet  substantial  to  things  for  their  hardness  or  compactness,  there- 
fore we  ?ay  roast  beef  is  good  substantial  food,  but  water-gruel  not ;  and 
hence  it  appears  unintelligible  jargon  to  talk  of  a  substance  that  is  not  the 
object  of  any  sense.  We  distinguish  the  persons  of  men  by  their  outward 
appearance,  and  by  their  chaiacters  and  sentiments  discoverable  in  their 
looks,  words,  and  actions,  so  have  no  notion  of  a  person  separated  from  all 
those  organs  of  motion,  and  means  of  expression,  whereby  they  are  made 
known  to  us.  We  see  that  men  have  eyes  to  see  with,  ears  to  hear,  and 
fingers  to  teach,  and  know  that  if  there  be  any  obstruction  in  those  avenues 
the  sensation  cannot  enter,  therefore  have  no  comprehension  how  therecan  be 
perception  without  any  of  those  inlets ;  for  a  sixth  sense  must  be  an  extra- 
vagance because  nobody  ever  met  with,  or  heard  of  a  creature  possessing  it. 

We  can  scarce  give  entrance  to  the  thought  of  a  Providence  working 
imperceptibly  without  any  of  those  sensible  operations  we  employ  in  aU  onr 
performances:  we  want  to  see  visible  appearances  giving  motion  to  mossy 
bodies,  to  hold  disoonrse  with  the  secret  agent,  to  call  for  particular  events 
at  our  pleasure,  or  at  least  to  find  changes  made  in  matter  which  could  not 
have  been  effected  by  any  natural  powers.  Our  knowledge  of  nature  extends 
no  further  than  those  qualities  of  bodies  or  ctHnpositions  of  bodies  felUng 
under  onr  observance,  so  have  no  archetypes  from  whence  to  draw  the 
image  of  anotho-  nature,  proceeding  by  different  laws  with  differently  quali- 
fied materials ;  bnt  the  thought  revolts  against  ever;  suggestion  of  this  sort, 
as  unnatnial  and  fantastic. 

Nevertheless,  the  senses  themsdves  lead  us  to  the  knowledge  of  some- 
thing that  is  not  their  object  if  we  lay  their  notices  together,  lor  the  eye 


by  Google 


854  DEATH. 

which  SMS  can  hem  nothing,  tha  ear  which  heara  can  MC  noOing,  and  the 
finger  whit^  toiu^es  can  neither  see  nor  hear,  but  it  ia  tht  same  aoTDethiag 
which  wcB,  and  bemn.  sad  feck,  and  this  something  ranet  be  diatiiict  froni 
the  or|;ana  which  are  wholly  destitute  of  each  other's  sensations,  and  mnat 
be  a  imI  nibetance ;  for  what  is  not  so,  can  no  more  feel  than  he  felt.  Bat 
we  erteem  the  organs  parts  of  ourselves,  because  we  can  have  no  perception 
of  their  objects  without  them :  no  more  can  I  touch  the  ceiling  without  a  tone 
pole,  nor  see  the  satellites  of  Jnpiter  withont  a  telescope ;  yet  I  never  think 
them  parte  of  myself,  because  I  can  do  the  same  by  taking  another  glass,  or 
without  either  if  I  could  be  raised  up  near  enough  to  the  ob)ectB ;  so  diat 
which  is  capable  of  perceiving  by  the  organa  I  now  have,  mvr  as  well  be 
(^pable  of  perceiving  by  other  organs  wherewith  it  may  hereafter  be  invested, 
or  peihaps  without  any  organs  at  aS,  if  the  ohjecte  which  lie  at  a  distance 
wiUioutside  the  body  should  be  tmmght  within  the  sphere  of  its  perception. 

Or  if  the  idea  of  a  purely  spiritual  substance  be  too  thin  for  imagination 
to  take  hold  on,  vre  may  easier  comprehend  what  is  not  improbaUe  to  be 
tlie  real  case,  that  we  have  a  minute  but  complete^  formed  body  within  the 
grosser,  fixed  in  the  centre  of  onr  nerves,  like  a  little  spinner  in  the  oentre 
of  bis  web,  who,  as  Pope  says,  feels  in  each  thread  and  lives  along  the  line, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  spinner's  web  hanga  in  the  pelding  air  inca' 
pable  of  molesting  it,  whereas  onr's  runs  iaterwoven  among  the  solid  bonee, 
the  stiff  muscles,  and  other  cameoos  parts,  which  yet  are  dieposed  in  such 
wonderful  contrivance  as  not  to  hinder  or  obstruct  its  vibratiuncleB,  so  that 
aotwithstanding  their  incumbrance  we  stQl  can  feel  in  each  thread  and  live 
along  the  line.  While  the  spinner  remains  in  this  situation,  perhaps  his 
sensationB  all  appear  rec^ved  at  the  thrtber  extremities  of  his  threads ;  be 
lives  only  along  the  line,  nor  perceives  himself  living  or  existing  anywben 
else  ;  yet  if  yon  detach  him  from  thence  to  put  him  npcm  a  leaf,  yon  can 
easily  imagine  how  be  may  run  about  with  his  little  l^s,  and  receive 
variety  of  perceptions  withont  any  of  his  threads. 

Then  if  we  consult  experience  concerning  the  phenomena  apparent  to  our 
senses,  she  will  inform  us  that  matter  cannot  b^n  an  operation  withont  on 
impulse  received  from  elsewh«e ;  for  nothing  is  so  oontrary  to  experience 
as  that  a  stone  should  jump  and  dance  about  of  itself,  without  any  impulsive 
force  to  move  it ;  or  to  reastHi,  as  that  the  particles  of  air,  of  fire,  or  cir> 
enlating  juices  in  plants  and  animals  should  do  the  same :  she  likewise  tells 
us,  that  bodies  fay  their  contrary  motions  may,  and  continually  do,  dertioj 
one  another's  impulses,  but  can  never  renew  tiiem ;  that  we  ounelves  never  ■' 
act  without  motives  and  ideal  causes  impressed  upon  ns  by  Ao  operations 
of  matter ;  therefore  that  all  the  adton  we  behold  ahMuid  us,  must  derive 
originally  from  some  other  agent  than  matter,  or  the  spirits  of  men.  So  that 
■•  on  touching  upon  some  desolate  island,  if  we  found  avenues  <^  large  trees 
and  ruins  of  buildings,  vre  should  say  we  saw  the  hand  of  man  in  them,  ti- 
thou^  the  men  wbcoe  works  they  were  had  been  gone  many  yean  ago^  in 
like  manner,  on  beholding  the  course  of  affairs  in  this  world,  we  ms^  tav 
with  eqoal  propriety,  that  we  see  the  finger  of  God  therein,  although  we 
know  not  at  what  remote  distance  of  time  that  finger  gave  the  toueh.  And  ' 
tboagf)  sll  oatore  in  onr  comprehension  be  comprised  in  the  properties  of 
elementary  and  other  bodies  coming  within  oar  notice,  yet  being  satiifi«f 
that  the  form  of  it  was  establiehed  by  the  choice  and  energy  <tf  the  Firft- 
Cause,  there  seems  no  great  difficulty  in  apprehending,  ttut  the  san«' 
agent  may  have  eatabliBbed  another  natore  with  dements,  compounds, 
and  machineries,  totally  £&rent  ftom  any  ire  have  yc£  had  experience  of. 
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iittt  it  W1&  not  snflice  for  oar  pupoM  to  run  ortr  tbne  oonteDiplatiOn* 
onh-  now  and  then  upon  extraordincuy  occnskinB ;  we  muat  endesTOur  ta 
)i«])itiiate  &nd  bniliarize  them  to  our  thoughts,  th«t  they  taa.j  occur  ipon- 
taneonsly  at  *ny  intervals  of  iHUDeniDii  anuwg'  senaiUe  objects,  yet  wi^ont 
iolermption  to  the  bnsineM  in  hand ;  which  is  a  brtmcb  of  that  espertneM 
nod  ease  mentioned  in  f  13  of  Chat.  XXI.  [p.  381  of  thie  vohime],  of  in- 
tenperung  Mrioiis  rdectionB  among  common  traasactiona  witboot  KJem- 
nity ;  fbr  if  we  have  gsined  this  boilty,  we  may  find  many  opporbmities 
withoat  impediment  to  any  btuinees  or  dtversitm  going  forward,  to  cast  a 
tranaient  thought  npon  the  probalnUty  of  the  multitudes  who  have  paeaed 
off  this  worldly  stage,  and  particularly  ow  own  departed  friends,  bdng  at 
tiiat  instant  as  dee^y  engaged  in  occnpatians  suitable  to  their  situation,  as 
we  are.  By  frequent  praotioe  of  this  sort  we  may  loosen  oar  attachment  to 
&K  objects  of  sense,  yet  not  abate  that  atteotion  to  them  which  the  duties 
of  oar  present  station  reqoire^  bnt  inare  imagination  to  entertain  other  ideas 
besidea,  whicii  then  will  not  appear  strang«  nor  hard  d  conception  in  sea* 
sons  when  we  shall  want  them  fbr  our  solace,  and  to  occupy  the  jriaces  of 
such  as  would  only  fill  ua  with  regr^ 

15.  Yet  after  all  our  cares  there  may  stiU  remain  an  aptitude  of  cer. 
tain  terrors  to  rise  spontaneously  we  know  not  why,  either  forced  upon 
Bs  by  the  imprCHsion  of  external  objects,  or  starting  np  mechanically  in  the 
im^tnation  without  fresh  groandB  of  alarm  to  the  understanding.  EW  the 
senses  many  times  afTect  the  mind  by  an  immediate  operation :  beauty  in- 
dines  to  love,  deformity  to  avnsion,  nastiaeBS  sets  our  stomachs  a  kecking, 
liegance  and  Active  scenes  make  as  cheerfhl.  close  gloomy  caverns  dqect 
<niT  siurits,  and  the  discoonring  or  reflection  npon  those  things  will  have  it 
proportiimBble  effect.  Bo  the  appearance  of  graves,  or  skeletons,  or  any 
thmg  that  puts  m  in  mind  of  death,  or  even  expreoaions  and  angle  words  rela- 
tive thereto,  strike  the  eye  and  ear  with  a  sodden  horror,  though  not  fore- 
boding any  particulBr  danger  to  otuselvea. 

This  efiect  does  not  proceed  from  nature,  but  from  early  castoni,  our 
wcond  nature,  for  there  is  no  more  resAon  either  l<^;ical  or  physiological  to 
.  ba  given,  why  tlie  uf^t  of  a  human  sknll  and  bones  macharuel-honse  should 
dmck  as  more  than  the  sight  of  a  calve'e  hend  or  a  pair  of  marrow-bones 
in  a  dish,  fbr  both  are  emhlema  alike  significant  to  remind  ue,  that  all  ani- 
mals most  die ;  hot  we  have  been  used  from  our  infancy  to.be  afirighted  at 
the  one  and  funiliarized  to  the  other. 

When  the  wheds  of  imagination  have  been  once  set  to  tins  play,  they 
wiU  renew  it  again  of  their  own  accord,  vrithont  any  external  appearance  or 
visible  cause  to  pot  them  a-going.  Yet  there  are  several  cansca  frequently 
Dot  adverted  to,  where  it  might  prove  no  smdl  comfort  to  know  them  :  in- 
digestion, thirlnT*—  or  poorness  of  blood,  east  wiuds,  changes  of  weather, 
want  of  proper  exercise,  or  engaging  employmeut,  to  which  we  may  add  a 
stagnation  or  weariness  of  thought.  For  there  are  people  who  perpetoally 
pnule  their  tnaina  yet  can  scarce  be  said  ever  to  think  at  all ,  for  they  6x  npon 
one  idea  and  find  no  corrency  nor  issne  to  their  thoughts  ;  so  they  vrearV 
themselves  withont  making  any  progress,  and  then  take  the  nneasy  sensa- 
bos  of  this  weariness  for  Bomethiog  terrible  in  the  idea  they  contemplate.' 
I  take  this  to  be  the  case  many  times  with  perscms  righteous  overmudi,  who 
bdieving  themselves  under  an  obligation  to  think  on  serions  Eubjects  longer 
than  their  natmral  strength  will  bear,  fall  into  mechanical  despondences,  &t 
would  be  better  prevented  hy  a  seasonable  recreation  as  soon  as  they  per- 
oeLve  them  ooimng  on. 
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Tberefbre  it  behovee  ua  to  etody  oar  conititntion  thoroagbly,  that  wa 
may  know  when  the  disorder  lie*  in  the  mind  itself,  Hprin^ng  tram  grounds 
of  danger  apparent  to  our  underatandiDg,  and  when  it  is  only  sympathetic 
of  a  duorder  in  the  body ;  the  latter  may  be  borne  with  the  same  resigna- 
tion as  we  do  other  nattual  evils  ;  for  the  spirit  of  a  man  will  bear  his  in- 
firmities, but  a  wounded  spirit  what  shall  snpport  i  by  knowing  the  true 
place  of  the  wound,  we  slull  prevent  its  ulcerating  the  mind  hereelf,  nor 
be  ready  to  think  ourselves  nndane  because  the  springs  of  our  machine 
happen  to  be  a  little  discomposed.  But  a  disorder  of  the  machine,  even  in 
the  organs  of  imagination,  cannot  be  cored  by  arguments:  yon  might  u 
well  think  of  haranguing  a  man  out  of  a  fever,  as  go  to  vanish  his  scmplea 
arising  from  that  rause  by  the  remonstrances  of  reaaon  :  the  patient  must 
help  himself,  and  since  his  malady  sprung  from  habit,  he  must  try  to  ac- 
quire a  contrary  habit,  taking  care  in  the  first  place  to  avoid  every  occasion 
of  encouraging  the  old  one.  Therefore  it  will  be  dangerous  to  deal  much 
with  gloomy  write™,  tragical  representations,  or  dolefiil  tales,  or  to  con- 
verse with  penons  that  have  a  knack  of  giving  everything  a  melancholy 
turn,  or  to  indulge  a  humour  of  being  ruffled  at  accidents ;  for  there  is  a 
near  affinity  between  vexation  and  fear,  the  babit  of  making  ourselves  soon 
uneasy  by  the  one,  will  render  us  more  susceptible  of  nneasinesa  from  tbe 
other ;  as  on  the  contrary,  if  we  have  been  accustomed  to  possess  our  minda 
iu  tranquility  and  even  tenor  under  some  situations,  we  shall  the  readier 
leam  the  art  of  doing  the  like  under  the  rest. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  but  a  temporary  expedient  to  shut  out  the  thought  of 
our  terrors,  or  try  to  laugh  them  off;  for  when  reduced  to  the  company  (rf 
doctor,  apothecary,  and  nurse,  we  shall  have  no  stomach  to  laugh,  nor  veil 
to  cover  the  reflections  which  then  will  force  in  upon  ns;  therefore  the 
abstinence  from  melancholy  subjects  I  recommended  just  now  is  only  to  pre* 
vent  B^ravation  of  our  distemper ;  as  for  that  degree  of  malady  we  have 
already,  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  probe  it  to  the  bottom,  to  examine 
frequently  the  groutids  of  all  our  qiprehensions  at  the  brightest  calmeaC 
eeaaoni  when  we  can  do  it  impartially,  that  they  may  not  give  a  double  shock 
in  coming  upon  us  by  surprise,  to  store  np  carefully  whatever  comfintaUe 
topics  may  occur  or  be  suggested,  impressing  &em  often  upon  the  imagi- 
nation until  it  becomes  habituated  thereto,  to  catch  what  courage  we  can  by 
sympathy  and  imitation  from  such  as  have  it,  and  choose  the  conversation 
of  persons  wbo  can  discourse  on  solemn  snl^ects  with  seriousnesa,  and  yet 
widi  tjanqnillity  and  cheerfolneaa. 

16.  The  last  source  of  terror  upon  quitting  this  mortal  stage  is  that  of 
an  after  reckoning!  and  this  I  can  offer  no  solid  ai^uments  to  remove 
where  there  is  just  cause  to  apprehend  it  will  terminate  in  our  disfavour. 
For  bow  much  soever  I  have  spoken  of  an  equality  among  all  perceptive 
creatnres  upon  computation  made  of  their  enjoyments  and  suffering* 
throughoat  the  whole  extent  of  their  existence,  this  does  not  hinder  great 
inequalities  in  the  several  stages  of  it ;  and  the  stage  of  being  we  are  noxt 
to  enter  upon,  may  have  a  duration  exceeding  our  powers  of  arithmetic, 
which  makes  it  an  etemi^  to  us,  and  we  are  tau^t  to  look  upon  it  as  such 
by  the  best  authorities :  if  there  be  a  third  life  still  beyond,  we  know  at 
nothing  to  be  done  here  for  afiecting  oop condition  tb^^in ;  so  our  most 
important  and  whole  concern  lies  with  that  'immediately  snccee^g  the 
present.  And  the  only  way  to  remove  our  apprehensions  upon  this  artide, 
is  by  a  rational  piety,  and  sound  sentiments  concerning  our  relation  to  God 
and  our  fellow- creatures,  exemplified  in  the  practice  erf'  good  works,  to  re* 


by  Google 


DEATH.  ,6»7 

move  the  cuue*  of  them  ;  for  though  Faith  or  ea  habitual  right  diipontioB 
of  mind  be  the  saving  prindple,  yet  the  man  who  pretends  to  have  Faith 
but  never  shows  it  in  his  actions,  deceives  himself,  and  the  truth  is  iiot  in 

Neverthdess,  as  there  are  miupprehensions  conoeniing  the  saving  Faith, 
which  soDietiines  occasion  very  temfying  scruples,  I  shall  ofler  my  idea  of 
it,  which  whoever  pleases  may  examine  in  time  of  health,  making  such  al- 
terations and  amendments  therein  as  he  shall  find  reasonable,  and  store  in 
mind  for  his  use  m  time  of  trial.  This  Faith  then  1  apprehend  to  consist 
in  sound  sentiments  <A  the  dirine  Attributes,  a  firm  penuaiion  and  trnst  in 
the  goodness  of  God,  an  habitual  bent  of  mind  to  refer  all  thing*  to  hia 
dory  manifested  in  the  bappinesB  of  his  creatures,  or  a  hearty  disposition 
to  give  the  greater  good  a  preference  before  private  interest,  appetite,  and 
passion,  styled  in  Scripture  langnage  (»ming  to  the  Father ;  together  with 
ouch  other  points  of  beli^  as  stand  bo  connected  with  the  former,  that  it 
cannot  be  attained  nor  act  vigorously  without  them,  called  in  the  same 
language  passing  through  the  Son. 

As  for  many  particulars  more  strongly  stickled  for  in  the  Christian  worid, 
they  seem  to  me  no  parts  of  the  thing  we  are  describing ;  but  whoevw 
believes  the  word  of  Christ  to  he  the  word  of  God.  and  that  by  airefuUy 
exercising  his  reason  therenpon  he  shall  find  a  sm'e  direction  for  bringing 
him  to  the  bthn*,  needs  no  fmther  belief  unless  such  as  will  strengths 
and  keep  bim  finn  in  this.  For  I  have  observed  in  the  Cht^ter  on  the 
Trinity,  that  these  are  the  remote  fundamentab  which  serve  like  gates  and 
ramparts  to  protect  and  conduct  into  the  essentials :  in  a  siege  all  the  fight- 
ing is  at  the  oatworks,  which  as  mankind  stands  inrcumstanced  it  is  necea- 
•ary  to  defend  strenuously  far  sake  of  the  dty  within  :  but  having  no  in- 
trinaic  value,  it  is  likewise  necessary  to  cast  a  greater  d^^ee  of  awe  and 
eacredness  upon  them,'  because  else  you  cannot  make  the  plun  man  sensible 
(rf  their  importance,  as  you  can  the  moral  and  theological  virtues  which 
have  a  worth  of  their  own  exidainable  to  bis  understanding.  But  how  safe 
and  pmdflitial  soever  it  may  be  during  the  coarse  of  our  lives  to  exert  a 
proper  vigoor  in  the  maintenance  of  these  remote  fundamentals,  I  conceive 
seal  for  forms  and  stannch  orthodoxy  no  solid  ground  of  comfort  in  the 
hour  of  death,  nor  of  defence  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

I  shall  remark  further,  that  Faitb,  whatever  he  the  pn^r  object,  is  a 
habit,  not  a  single  act;  Ur  the  one  may  subsist  while  the  other  cannot  be 
exerted  :  a  man  may  have  a  true  fondness  for  hunting  or  other  diversion, 

a  find  no  relish  for  it  at  particular  times  when  his  stomadt  is  Ml,  or  his 
y  indisposed ;  so  he  may  have  a  real  Faith  though  ecarcie  able  to  make 
a  faint  exercise  of  it,  throngh  some  weakness  or  indiqneitian  of  his  organs, 
therefore  had  better  take  his  estimate  from  the  tenor  of  bis  post  conduct, 
than  from  the  present  colours  in  hia  imagination. 

But  who  can  have  the  testimony  of  a  consdence  void  of  ofience  ?  Fiv 
in  nptny  things  we  offend  sU.  where  it  was  poasihle  for  us  to  have  acted 
better:  but  we  must  distinguish  between  what  is  possible,  and  what  is 
praeticable ;  every  £ulure  of  our  duty  most  be  in  instances  where  it  was  in 
nnr  power  to  have  done  otherwise,  for  what  is  not  in  our  power  cannot  be 
a  duty ;  yet  it  is  impracticable  in  this  vale  of  mortaUty  constantly  to  use 
our  power  well,  so  as  to  perform  an  nnninnjpg  obedience ;  this  perfection 
Ja  reserved  for  those  who  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  the  just,  and  be  com- 
pletdy  saved  from  the  original  sinfulness  of  human  nature ;  to  w hidt  atata 
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we  can  anXj  makt  •ome  tbort  advattc«*  here.  For,  u  tAmerrd  in  tiM 
Chapter  on  Redemption,  we  are  none  of  m  completely  Mved  in  Hum  life. 
iMTing  not  mttained  that  character  of  perfect  endnraooe  and  fOTbenrance 
which  must  put  tu  into  poMession  of  lalvation ;  yet  may  not  tmpropeiiy  be 
Mid  to  be  saved  by  bein^  entered  into  a  tare  way  that  will  ctmdnct  na 
ttiereto :  and  if  we  have  contmually  straggled  with  onr  inordinate  ^ipe- 
titet,  and  been  ovenxmie  by  them  only  by  sarpriae  or  through  natural  im- 
faetnUty  widiont  ddiberate  oonaent  of  the  mind,  and  have  a  sincere  lore  of 
teciitnde  aa  a  thing  dedrable  of  itself  without  regard  to  the  pwiishnentt 
•acaped  by  it,  tJiere  ia  no  cause  to  be  afirigbted ;  for  there  ia  mercy  witfa 
God  a>  well  as  justice ;  the  one  fiowa  volnntarily  frtm  him,  but  the  oth^ 
H  drawn  by  the  exigenciee  of  the  creation :  and  I  hope  many  a  man  can 
have  the  testimony'  of  his  conscience  for  so  much  a*  this  amounts  to.  lUa 
teatimony  will  find  the  fairer  reception  if  we  have  used  onrsclTea  to  mm 
openness  of  heart  and  willingneat  to  think  w^  of  other  peraons ;  for  it  ia 
maoli  easier  to  believe  that  God  is  good  to  many,  than  to  a  choaen  few; 
but  the  rigoiouB  and  narrow-minded  throw  ro  many  difficnlties  in  tiie  wi^ 
4)t  advation,  that  they  can  never  be  B«ire  of  having  mrmoonted  tiiem  them- 
adves ;  thos  it  is  true  in  this  case  that  with  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shaU 
be  meaaored  to  yon  again ;  and  I  believe  the  doctrine  of  the  strait  gate,  aa 
nilgidarly  nnderatood,  has  been  the  eooroe  of  many  diBqnietadee,  which 
■i^t  be  removed  by  the  exposition  given  in  the  Chapter  last  cited,  yet 
wiAaut  abating  our  vigilance  and  indostry  in  striving  to  enter  it. 

If  there  shoajd  still  remain  a  suspicion  that  being  on  our  departure,  but 
u  tite  road  to  salvation  not  entirely  delivered  from  the  cmruption  al  oar 
nature,  we  may  still  continue  liable  to  some  evils  and  severe  exercise*  to 
perfect  OS  completely,  let  us  consider  that  we  shall  at  least  be  deUvered 
teom  thoee  troubles  which  oppreas  us  here :  and  if  there  be  others  of  an- 
ather  kind  needfiil  to  be  gone  through,  we  may  be  content  to  take  our 
•hare  with  the  rest  of  onr  fellow  travellera,  and  may  ai  we  proceed  onward 
in  our  progress  be  Me  to  bear  them  better  than  any  we  have  suatained 
here;  yet  not  with  the  Stoical  presumption  of  blunting  the  edge  of  them 
by  onr  eturdineis ;  for  evil  were  no  evil,  nor  could  answer  the  secret  pur- 
poses rendering  it  necessary  tc  be  sofiervd,  if  tbe  mind  were  so  steeled  as 
not  to  feel  it,  hut  confiding  in  the  Goodness  of  God  that  be  will  lay  no 
bioden  upon  ns  greater  than  we  shall  be  able  to  bear. 

17.  I  have  BOW  done  my  best  towards  unravelling  that  texture  of  terron 
«riu6h  render  the  thoughts  of  death  so  dreadful,  and  pointing  out  the  topica 
of  oonnderatioa  by  wludi  we  may  loiow  bow  to  deal  with  them,  and  pre- 
vent their  entangling  among  one  another  again.  But  let  no  aoan  expect  to 
Jnd  a  core  vpon  once  giving  me  the  bearing :  he  had  better  uae  what  be 
Me*  here  aa  hints  for  giving  scope  to  his  own  thonghta ;  for  our  own  ima- 
ginations and  onr  un^rstandinge  are  a*  variously  formed  aa  tbe  features  of 
our  faces,  so  that  ihe  same  dyect  wbidi  strikes  upon  one  person  with  the 
moat  forcible  colonra,  soarody  touches  another ;  whatever  he  can  dnw  from 
hi*  own  Bagacity  and  ofaeervation  will  do  him  more  service  than  a  thonwnd 
amnents  aag^nted  by  anybody  elae,  bcoaose  they  wifi  not  eo  readily  oois- 
■ide  and  join  with  his  usual  traina  of  thinking  to  make  his  ayirtem  all  of 
m  inece.  Only  1  beg  leave  to  warn  him  once  more,  to  keep  dear  of  hie 
But  diene,  and  pwane  hi*  reflections  upon  one  so'jrce  of  alarm  to  the  end. 
beCore  he  give*  adHiisaion  to  a  second ;  for  while  be  euSera  them  to  break 
in  tqKn  one  anotber,  he  will  oerer  oome  to  an  end  widi  anvof  thaai. 

And  I  flatter  myself  that  he  may  find  encouragement  in  the  foregoing 
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Mctioiu,  to  enter  upon  th*  tuk  with  a  rMolution  to  malce  it  one  principal 
busineaB  of  hia  life  i  for  while  the  fear  of  dwth,  which  may  be  atifled  daring 
health  hy  a  continual  round  of  engagements,  is  apprehended  only  for  the 
Tineasiness  it  may  occaeion  for  a  few  days  or  a  few  houra  on  the  near  ap- 
ptoftch  of  hia  end.  he  may  think  it  scarce  worth  while  to  give  himietf  inaoh 
tronhle  or  mnch  intermption  to  the  course  of  his  pleaeores  for  sake  of  ea> 
raping  BO  transitory  an  evil.  But  upon  heing-  pat  in  min<j  here  what 
tnethods  and  habita  of  thinking  are  needful  to  secure  him  quiet  in  the  day 
of  danger,  he  will  see  that  by  escaping  a  transient  evil  he  will  attain  a 

Eitire  and  Hnbstanttal  good,  for  that  many  of  them  will  help  him  to  pass 
time  more  nsefolly  and  setis&ctorilj  in  this  world,  and  promote  his  in- 
terests in  the  next. 

For  our  abhorreoces  and  tormenting  paesions,  as  well  as  the  soothing, 
were  designed  for  our  benefit,  that  in  straggling  with  them  we  may  not 
only  deliver  oorselvea  from  their  tyrany,  but  gain  the  Spolia  Opima,  the 
richest  spoils,  in  an  accession  of  strength  to  our  epintnal  body  from  the 
contest.  Fear  of  Death  was  given  to  man  for  its  usefulness  :  for  I  may 
style  it  given  althongh  not  innate  bat  the  child  of  coatom,  hecause  the 
cnnrse  of  affairs  in  the  moral  werld  which  introdofxd  the  coetom  ^t  gene> 
rated  it,  lay  ander  the  disposal  of  Providence,  and  it  has  other  naes  besides 
tfaoae  answered  cdlaterally  in  the  endeavours  to  maiter  it.  '  It  ia  commonly 
said,  a  man  who  values  not  his  own  life  has  every  other  man't  in  hia 
power,  so  that  if  there  were  not  a  sense  of  self-preservation  which  make* 
the  law  formidable  by  its  capital  puDishments,  there  oottld  be  no  order  nor 
government,  the  number  of  housebreakers  and  banditti  mast  increase,  a 
great  part  of  mankind  would  become  sBvag«  beasts,  the  more  dangercns 
by  how  much  they  have  the  more  cunning. 

The  dread  of  death  provea  likewise  some  little  check  to  intemperance 
ivhea  the  excesses  of  it  have  brought  th«n  into  apparent  danger :  it  makes 
them  compusuonate  to  sickness  and  accident,  for  they  seldom  pity  another 
for  the  tooth-ache,  or  other  complaint  that  puts  the  life  to  no  hazard,  to 
Mrengthen  which  sympethiziog  temper  is  the  nse  of  bnrial  ceremonies,  and 
it  puts  the  giddy  upon  thoughts  of  Religion  and  another  world,  which  woald 
never  enter  their  heads  amid  the  bustle  of  amuBements  without  some  power- 
ftil  alano  to  force  a  passage  :  nor  is  it  auavailing  to  anybody  so  &r  a«  it 
nrges  him  to  exert  his  endeavours  to  ov«\»me  it,  not  by  shotting  hia  eyas 
■gainst  it,  for  this  is  more  a  cowardly  flight  than  a  braTe  oonqnest,  but  by 
taking  the  proper  raeasares  to  turn  the  dreadful  object  into  a  harmiesa  one. 
Hie  cry  of  Memento  tnori  is  generally  thought  a  dismal  soond,  and  lo  in- 
deed it  is  become  through  the  indiscretion  or  artifices  of  those  who  make  it 
londest  in  such  mannw  as  increases  the  natural  terrors  of  mankind,  that 
fliey  may  govern  them  the  more  easily  in  the  eonfiisedness  of  their  minda. 
Hermits  and  holy  men  are  described  sighing  over  death's  heads,  sobbing 
and  groaning  at  their  being  men  and  not  angels,  practising  onataritiee  and 
tdf-denials  without  intermission. 

Bnt  why  do  we  need  a  death's  head  for  a  memento,  when  every  chnrehr 
yard,  every  probate  of  a  will,  every  newspaper,  or  wall  of  a  hondred  years 
•dd,  nay,  every  botcher's  or  poulterer's  shop  we  pass  by,  m^ht  do  as  well, 
if  we  turned  ihem  that  way  in  oof  thoughts.  If  we  peroeiva  a  osa  in  any 
particnlar  exercise  of  aosterity  or  self-denial,  either  for  our  fatore  ease  in 
this  world,  or  preparation  for  the  next,  let  os  go  through  it  manfully  in 
God's  name,  with  a  view  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained  thereby,  at  we  an> 
venngp  oonehes  t»  any  othm  bbcwions  or  disagroeahle  taA  by  peospoot  ai 
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the  profit  expectant  tlierdVom ;  bat  wli^  need  we  aiBict  our  bonliea,  cmly  to 

deject  our  tpiritB,  aod  double  the  horror  of  that  which  is  formidable  cnou^ 

18.  For  we  Bbttll  do  well  to  examine  the  uses  of  every  meunre  before  we 
employ  it,  and  know  why  we  wish  to  keep  ourselves  and  others  constantly 
in  mind  of  our  mortality ;  the  memento  mori  serves  first  to  strike  a  terror 
upon  the  thoughtless,  not  for  the  wke  of  tomtenting  them,  but  to  bring  them 
into  a  babit  of  serioos  conaideratioD  :  this  point  once  gained,  the  memento 
deservee  still  to  be  continued,  not  to  iucrease  their  terrors  which  now  are 
become  needless,  having  already  answered  their  purpose,  but  with  a  con- 
trary view,  namely,  to  allay  them  by  so  familiarizing  the  object  to  their 
thought,  that  they  may  be  subject  to  none  of  those  mechanical  alarms  which 
shock  with  their  suddenness  and  their  strangeness,  and  by  connecting  them 
in  tnin  with  other  lightsome  objects  which  shall  take  out  all  the  dismal 
colours.  For  people  who  seldom  think  of  death,  when  forced  upon  it,  can 
think  of  nothing  else,  it  so  fills  their  imagination ;  whereas,  when  used  to  the 
reflection,  it  overwhelms  with  no  confusedness,  but  leaves  room  aud  even 
introduces  other  ideas  of  more  pleasurable  aspect,  so  that  tbey  can  think 
ctdmly  and  cheerfully  while  thinking  most  seriously. 

llierefore  our  endeavours  ought  to  tend  to  make  the  memento  mori  a 
memento  renasci  or  memeoto  vivere,  that  the  remembrance  of  our  being  to 
die  may  suggest  a  remembrance  of  our  being  to  be  bom  into  some  other 
Mate,  and  of  the  mauner  wherein  ne  are  to  lay  our  plan  of  conduct  for  this 
present  life.  For  which  purpose  it  may  not  be  unserviceable  to  entertain 
the  idea  of  an  Aion,  journey  through  matter,  consisting  of  several  stages 
whereof  the  passage  through  this  visible  world  is  one,  but  divisible  into 
the  under  stages  of  gestation,  childhood,  aud  manhood. 

On  our  expidsion  from  the  womb  we  left  at  once  all  the  provisions  for 
our  warmth,  for  our  sustenance,  for  our  circulation,  necessary  to  our  sup- 
port there :  in  that  state  we  were  formed  and  foshioued  with  members  fitted 
for  the  conveniences  we  now  fijtd  in  them ;  our  eyes  and  ears  and  curioua 
organs  of  sense  were  fabricated,  of  no  use  to  us  there,  but  to  be  of  signal 
service  afterwards ;  it  may  be  presumed  we  had  some  pleasurable  sensa- 
tions, some  enjoyment  of  life,  and  some  pains  which  prompted  to  many 
little  motions  beginning  that  suppleness  of  joints  and  agility  of  limbs  from  . 
whence  we  now  reap  so  continual  advantage.  In  our  childhood  we  wer* 
sent  to  school  or  apprenticeship,  or  some  other  method  of  preparation  for 
the  socceeding  stage  of  life,  for  I  suppose  nobody  who  was  assured  his  son 
could  not  live  beyond  fourteen,  would  ever  think  of  subjecting  him  to  the 
disdpUne  of  a  school :  we  had  our  holidays  and  amusements  allowed  n* 
there,  and  have  passed  our  time  agreeably,  insomuch  that  many  look  upon 
that  as  the  happiest  part  of  our  Uves :  the  pleasures  permitted  us  there, 
were  not  only  compatible  with  our  learning,  but  hod  their  uses  too  with 
respect  to  our  condition  of  manhood,  as  they  invigorated  our  heidth,  en> 
livened  our  spirits,  and  whetted  our  sagacity  by  tlu  little  contrivances  we 
practised  to  enhance  them. 

Hus  by  reflection  on  the  stages  we  have  already  passed  through  as  porta 
in  the  whcde  line  of  our  visible  existence^  we  may  habituate  our  minds  ta 
the  idea  of  this  toe  being  the  part  c^  a  much  longer  line  to  run  on  throng 
many  centniies :  as  upon  what  passed  with  us  before  birth  depends  our 
coMtitntKin,  our  natural  talents,  the  limbs,  muscles,  and  Sitna  which  are 
the  sole  instnmenti  of  our  action  now,  and  what  passed  with  us  under  the 
MlMwlawter,  sapi^ied  us  with  the  degree  of  expertneaa  we  reap  the  botefit 
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gf  in.  our  pKMBt  oecnpttttoni ;  so  it  is  not  nnlikdy  that  what  passe*  with 
u*  now,  may  oontribote  to  the  formBtion  of  organa  and  facalties  capable  of 
being  enqiloyed  ta  bettn  purpose,  a  hnndred  ;ean  hence.  In  our  itjaacj 
we  had  no  notvin  of  the  improrements  then  going  forward  for  onr  snbse- 
qnent  benefit,  and  in  onr  yonth  we  could  have  little  more  in  prospect  than 
tiie  roles  aod  directions  prcacribed,  without  discerning  the  expedience  of 
them  ;  but  as  the  jadgment  ripens  we  can  discover  groaads  for  the  com- 
mnnity  of  interests,  and  see  that  our  proper  direction  for  attaining  a  good, 
nnluiown  in  the  renMuning  stage  of  onr  Aion,  is  by  doing  apparent  good  to 
ourselves  or  others,  great  or  tmaH  aa  opportonity  serves,  for  we  are  mem< 
hers  of  the  oommnnity  whose  interests  we  are  to  consult ;  and  true  industry 
will  attend  to  little  profits  in  defanlt  of  greater,  be  it  oidy  of  a  present 
amoaement,  which  is  a  mite  added  to  the  stock  of  happiness. 

tbenion  the  memento  is  serviceable  for  keeping  us  steady  in  this  track 
that  we  may  not  run  a  gadding  after  oar  fond  desires  without  considering 
whethw  any  mischievous  consequences  may  ensue.  For  if  by  help  of  thu 
monitor  we  have  been  accustomed  to  carry  our  references  to  the  glory  of 
God  manifested  in  the  good  of  his  creatures,  and  to  receive  the  enjoymeota 
of  life  aa  the  bounties  of  a  gracions  Father,  indulgent  «ven  to  om"  bamonrs 
when  thej  can  he  indulged  without  hurt,  should  anybody  set  a  death's  bead 
before  us  while  busied  in  oar  lawful  occupations  or  even  in  our  pleasures 
that  have  had  licence  fi^m  oar  sober  jodgment,  it  would  be  so  ftr  from 
proving  an  interruption  or  dain}»ng  of  them,  that  we  might  be  ready  to 
say,  this  is  nothing  new  to  me,  for  this  I  had  in  my  thoughts  before  when 
laying  the  plan  I  am  now  pursning. 

19.  Whoever  once  reSecta  that  the  improvements  needfiil  for  his  weQ- 
being  in  the  remaining  part  of  his  Aion,  are  not  to  be  worked  by  single 
acta,  but  an  habitual  turn  of  sentiment,  and  considers  how  much  attention 
and  perseverance  are  requisite  to  gain  a  habit,  will  not  care  to  lose  sight  of 
his  memento,  lest  be  should  thereby  lose  all  his  opportunities  till  the  last 
moments,  when  there  will  not  be  time  for  the  business  he  has  to  do ;  for 
if  he  delays  at  all,  there  is  a  great  chance  he  will  delay  till  then.  Pro- 
crastination is  a  habit  which  like  other  haUts  gathers  strength  by  every 
repeated  indulgence;  so  that  if  yon  pnt  off  your  work  to-day,  you  wiU 
stand  more  indined  to  put  it  off  to-morrow.  Not  that  I  or  anybody  wilt 
deny,  that  a  habit  may  be  broken  or  created  by  one  violent  impulse  of 
something  operating  strongly  upon  the  imagination :  a  burnt  child  dreads 
the  fire,  being  cored  once  for  eJl  of  the  habit  of  playing  vrith  it ;  but  this 
veJ^  rarely  happens,  and  is  nevw  to  be  depended  on,  upon  several  accounts. 

For  there  is  great  hazard  of  having  no  opportunity  in  the  last  moments  : 
many  are  cut  c^  by  sudden  accidents,  apopl»ieB.  [Mlsies,  snd  other  disor- 
ders giving  no  warning:  others  will  not  take  warning,  still  fiattering  them- 
selves to  the  last,  or  being  flattered  by  their  atteodantB  with  hopes  of  a 
recovery ;  most  distempers  come  ancompanied  with  pains  and  bodily  uneasi- 
nesses which  engross  the  whole  attention,  or  if  the  body  be  toterahly  quiet, 
thej  darken  and  weaken  the  faculties  of  the  mind  :  so  that  perhaps  there  is 
not  one  in  a  hundred  who  on  the  last  day  of  their  present  stage  have  it  in 
their  power  to  do  anything  eftwtually  for  their  advantage  in  the  next. 
And  if  an  opportunity  be  afforded  it  is  generally  wrested  away  again  by 
other  engagements,  the  care  of  settling  temporal  a&ira,  the  solicitude  for 
destitute  children,  the  vexation  of  sdiemes  broken  off  abruptly,  the 
memento  now  forced  in  with  a  sudden  shock  and  appearing  in  a  terriblv 
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•tm^oiuB,  HI  ooafue  dw  ttobd,  that  nha  hat  ■ 
tak«  care  of  her  own  ooooenut 

But  loppoNDg  wu&Acot  warning,  eaae  of  body,  davneaa  and  ifattugth  of 
mind,  leiiure,  calmneaa,  freedom  from  all  iatemiptXMii,  and  everything 
elM  yon  can  wish  bat  have  no  reason  to  expect,  how  can  yon  be  aecon 
that  TOUT  repentanue  will  be  nncere,  that  it  will  be  a  tme  metanoia,  ■ 
thorough  change  of  ientimenta  and  deaires  ?  For  when  deetruetion  hangv 
over  yon  jost  ready  to  seize,  voar  sorrow  may  be  attrition  only,  not  oon 
trition,  an  abhiMTence  (^  the  puniBhrnent,  not  of  the  coDrses  lea£^  into  it, 
withoat  a  spark  of  love  to  God,  but  in  lervile  submiwion  and  dread  of  bis 
vengeance,  without  any  indioBtion  to  virtne,  thongh  yoa  wish  ardenthr  to. 
hare  followed  it  because  you  wish  to  escape  the  mis^ieft  that  might  have 
been  prevented  thereby.  For  though  fear  be  the  beginning  of  wiedom.  it 
is  not  perfect  so  as  to  answer  any  good  pnrpose,  nntil  the  avernon  first  be- 
longing to  the  object  of  fear  b  completely  transferred  upon  Vrorka  of  fdUy, 
and  turned  into  a  hearty  desire  of  wisdom ;  but  you  can  nerer  be  oertahi  it 
is  BO,  until  you  have  had  experience  of  the  avenion  and  denre  subsiatilii' 
at  times  when  the  terrible  object  was  not  held  in  contemplHtion. 

Nevertheless,  there  i*  a  work  peculiarly  proper  for  the  hour  of  death  if  it 
be  so  circumstanced  as  that  any  work  can  be  done  in  it,  recommendKble  as 
well  to  those  who  have,  as  those  who  have  not  done  any  good  iioA  before. 
The  old  proverb  holds  good  here,  better  late  than  never :  while  there  ie 
life,  I  can  scarce  say  there  is  hope,  but  there  is  a  posaihility,  and  who 
woidd  not  bestir  himself  in  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  so  long  as 
there  is  a  poeeibility  that  he  may  Bncceed  ?  Some  addicted  to  hard  druk- 
ing  have  cured  themselves  of  it  by  one  strong  resolutitm  upon  a  sense  of 
the  danger  it  brought  upon  their  health ;  otiten  have  got  rid  of  a  fond 
pBBWon  of  love  in  like  manner  by  a  lively  representation  of  the  mlschiefh 
attending  it :  many  have  been  turned  by  an  alarming  distemper  from  a  course 
of  dissoluteness  and  indulgence,  to  sobriety,  and  regularity,  never  after- 
wards  to  be  parted  from ;  and  the  great  St.  Paul  was  converted  from  fe 
penecutor  to  an  apostle  by  a  fright :  if  these  persons  had  been  called  away 
immediately  after  their  change,  we  cannot  doubt  but  God  would  have 
numbered  them  among  the  righteous,  and  that  he  did  bo  in  one  instance 
the  trite  example  of  the  penitent  thief  is  an  evidence.  Yet  this  possibility, 
which  had  better  be  treated  with  the  contempt  it  deserves  while  we  have 
length  of  tinje  and  &irer  opportunities  before  us,  that  we  may  not  be 
tempted  to  neglect  them  for  such  a  slender  dependence,  can  do  no  hurt  hv 
being  magnified  into  a  probable  aiEurance  to  him,  who  is  reduced  to  it 
alone  :  therefore  it  is  rightly  done  by  such  as  are  odled  in  upon  these  oc- 
caeions  to  preach  nothing  bat  comfort  and  hope  to  the  patient  from  midli 
efforts  as  he  is  then  able  to  make ;  not  only  for  his  present  quiet,  whidi  is 
an  object  worth  r^ard,  but  because  it  may  spread  a  calmness  and  compo- 
sure  over  his  thoughts,  which  will  give  him  the  fuller  and  better  use  of 
them:  and  if  be  can  be  brought  to  suspend  his  terrors  and  feel  an  imme- 
diate aatiBfaction  in  the  topics  suggested  to  him,  this  may  make  hiu  see 
the  vanity  of  sensual  pleasures  or  worldly  pumuts  and  the  demnblenen  of 
good  sentiments,  which  will  go  a  great  way  towards  infuung  tbem  with 
the  force  of  a  habit,  and  efiecting  that  thorough  metanoia  whidi  is  the  one 
thing  needful.     , 

20.  Nor  need  the  last  hour  past  uitem^oyed  widi  those  who  &ave  ^)ent 
many  preceding  hours  with  a  view  tn  that    their  bodily  pains  and  mieasl'- 
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MtMMi  or  if  perlup*  they  have  tonie  meciiaiucal  trsmors  c^  noiod  tbejr  mftv 
ccHuidef  as  throes  of  the  new  birth  introducing  them  into  another  norld  more 
oomiDodioiiB  than  thia,  and  with  a  more  agile  better- constitutioned  body, 
wbidi  vhMher  they  batcy  it  will  be  six  feet  high  or  the  thousandth  part  of 
an  itt^  it  is  no  raatter,  oo  a«  it  be  a  spiritual  body  making  them  almoat 
pnTely  rational  creatures  with  very  little  of  the  sensitive,  no  more  than  can 
be  well  managed  by  the  anperior  faculties.  They  will  regard  this  ai  a  hut 
labonr  finbhi^  the  work  they  had  to  do  here,  and  if  there  be  any  work  to 
do  hereafter  it  will  be  rendered  easy  and  sure  of  success  by  what  they  have 
done  here ;  for  this  life  only  is  a  state  of  probation,  the  next  a  state  of  cer- 
tainty and  uninterrupted  progress  towards  perfection.  They  know  that 
habits  are  strengthened  by  single  acts,  and  the  benefit  they  now  find  in  the 
good  sentiments  they  have  been  habituated  to  by  their  former  conduct  wiU 
encourage  them  to  expect  the  like  benefit  in  futurity  from  such  acta  oC 
patience,  tranquillity,  resignation,  and  trust  in  the  divine  goodness,  as  they 
ore  able  to  exercise. 

If  they  have  been  always  taught  to  look  upon  the  favoura  of  Heaven  aa 
obtained  by  interest,  it  is  not  a  time  now  to  deal  in  argumentations,  they 
must  avail  tbemaelvea  of  such  ideas  as  they  find  ta  their  poueaaiou ;  but 
they  cannot  have  a  bett«r  patron  than  their  Redeemer,  to  whom  tbey  may 
resort  directly  without  needing  an  introduction  or  other  passport  braide  a 
sincere  love  of  rig^theouanese,  and  true  cordiality  for  their  fellow-members 
of  bis  body,  which  he  has  made  the  scde  conditions  of  hia  intercesatou. 
Or  if  they  regard  his  mission  and  sacrifice  as  the  sole  necessary  means 
leading  mankind  into  that  righteousness  which  will  make  them  acceptable 
to  the  Father  without  any  interest,  and  reflect  that  they  attained  what 
d^^ree  of  righteousness  they  have  by  adherence  to  the  doctrines,  ioetitu- 
tions,  and  instrucdona  delivered  from  him,  this  will  confirm  their  depen- 
dence on  him  for  his  further  atd  in  their  new  state  of  Being :  and  the 
signal  interpositions  of  God  in  his  second  and  third  persons  to  rescue  the 
human  race  from  the  oorrnptton  of  their  nature,  will  be  an  earnest  and  ex- 
perimental proof  of  his  care  over  them  throoghout  all  the  atages  of  their 


To  which  may  be  added  another  evidence  springing  from  the  contem- 
plation of  this  world,  for  their  openuesaof  heart  and  wdl-wisbing  eye,  quick 
at  descrying  prosperities  and  enjoyments  everywhere,  which  must  have  dis- 
covered to  them  a  copious  flood  of  bounty  poured  on  man  and  animal* 
reptile  and  insect,  wherein  themselves  likewise  have  had  a  share,  will  have 
fitmiharized  them  to  the  expectation  of  a  nature  and  conrae  of  events  called 
fortune,  together  with  divine  interpoeitions  if  there  be  vacancies  left  re- 
quiring them  in  that  part  of  the  universal  plan  respecting -other  worida,  not 
leas  beneficent  and  gracious  than  those  whereby  st^lunary  affairs  have  been 
condocted. 

These  reflections  inducing  a  serenity  of  mind  and  acquiescence  in  the 
smnmons  whether  given  by  the  call  of  nature  or  of  accident,  they  need  not 
want  emf^OTment  in  ruminating  on  such  sound  sentiments  concerning  the 
divine  Attrnrates  and  government  of  Providence,  as  having  been  deeply  in- 
culcated by  their  former  reasonings  and  a  conduct  conformable  thereto  are 
become  firm  perauaaiona  or  articles  of  Faith.  To  which  may  be  added  any 
little  kmd  offices  of  charity  which  occur  readily  without  solitatnde,  to  hunt 
for  them,  and  can  be  performed  without  much  exertion.  But  I  do  not 
mean  leavii^  legacies  to  ))iuui  uaes,  for  this  la  not  bo  much  ^ving  as  com- 
pelling executors  to  give,  but  whatever  may  be  profitable  whether  bv  way 
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of  admonition  or  example  to  othen  who  stay  behind.  For  the  toltaaitf 
of  the  scene  make*  enary  little  object  strike  a  strong  impreanoo,  not  pre- 
■ently  to  be  de&iced :  so  that  a  single  word,  a  gesture,  or  composorc  of 
countenajice  of  a  dying  person  may  do  signal  service  to  tbe  by-standen,  or 
others  to  whom  they  report  it.  And  charity  being  the  fulfilling  both  of 
law  and  gospel,  the  best  ruling  principle  to  gnide  the  conduct  of  oar  lives, 
the  only  one  of  tbe  three  virtnea  which  wUl  bear  us  <»nupany  into  the  othn' 
world,  we  cannot  end  our  course  in  this,  better  than  by  an  act  (rfdurity. 


CHAP.  XXXVIII. 

CONCLUSION. 


Mt  labours  are  now  drawn  to  an  end,  not  by  having  exhausted  my  sub-i 
jects,  which  perhaps  were  inexhaustible,  but  my  stock  of  materiali :  and 
labours  they  have  been  to  roe,  who,  wanting  that  readiness  of  thought  and 
expression  which  many  people  have  at  command,  found  great  difficulty  in 
coUccting  and  digesting  my  matter,  drawing  out  the  threads  of  argumenta- 
tion, preventitig  them  from  entangling,  guarding  against  misapprehensions, 
and  against  giving  occasion  for  inferences  to  be  cb%wn  from  my  words 
which  I  never  intended.  The  women  generally  end  their  letters  with,  Ex- 
cnse  mistakes  through  haste ;  and  many  male  authors  affect  to  give  you  a 
hint,  that  they  could  have  done  better  if  they  had  a  mind  or  would  have 
allowed  themselves  more  leisure :  but  I  happen  not  to  be  of  a  humonr  to 
desire  excuse  for  mistakes  through  haste ;  1  bad  rather  the  reader  should 
stand  satisfied  of  my  care  and  honest  zeal  in  his  service  thoogh  at  the  ex- 
pense of  my  abilities,  and  believe  where  he  sees  a  blemish,  that  1  ahonld 
have  done  better,  if  I  had  known  how.  For  of  how  little  importance 
soever  this  attempt  may  prove,  it  seemed  the  most  important  I  was  qualified 
to  undertake ;  and  I  have  laid  down  all  along  that  it  is  not  so  much  the 
significancy  of  the  part  assigned,  as  the  just  and  diligent  performance  of  it 
that  merits  a  plaudit. 

Having  this  testimony  of  my  own  conscience,  I  may  now  make  holiday 
with  a  quiet  mind,  and  with  the  same  joy  as  a  workman  njfon  having 
finished  his  task  before  tbe  evening  of  his  day  is  quite  spent ;  bnt  my  plea- 
sure is  considerably  abated  by  finding  the  performance  fall  short  of  the  idea 
preconceived  at  entering  upon  it.  Nevertheleaa,  I  may  comfort  myself  with 
this  being  a  common  accident  happening  to  thousands  besides  myself:  the 
projects  of  ambition,  the  contrivances  of  avarice,  almoBt  all  tbe  schemes  of 
life,  whether  in  great  designs  or  small,  promiie  more  than  they  perform, 
not  only  by  rubs  falling  in  the  way,  but  when  sufiered  to  take  their  course 
they  give  greater  expectation  in  the  embryo,  than  satbfiiction  in  their  full 
maturity.  And  it  is  necessary  they  should  do  so.  that  the  bosinesa  of  die 
world  may  go  currently  forward,  for  our  indolence  is  so  lumpish  that  it 
cannot  be  stirred  unless  by  flattering  hopes :  we  will  not  work  for  small 
wages  and  do  not  deserve  great ;  therefore  when  Providence  has  any  Uttle 
serdce  to  put  us  npon,  we  are  permitted  to  magnify  it  in  our  imagination, 
or  else  we  should  vrant  ardour  to  exert  onrselves ;  yet  when  the  toil  is  over 
it  is  quickly  forgotten,  like  the  pains  of  a  woman  npon  her  delivery ;  and 
one  may  rest  contented  with  a  less  favoui«ble  success  than  was  neceatary  for 
uifiog  one  to  undergo  it.     I  now  perceive  by  experience  that  my  design  re- 
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qdred  »  more  expert  utd  ronsterlj  hand  to  execute,  appeving  m  hem 
tDsnagfid  ratiber  >  tiasne  of  aeparate  euajn,  than  a  neat,  cnnpact,  and  work- 
maiiMe  composition,  Btrengtheaed  in  all  ita  parts  by  their  matual  depend- 
ence and  dear  connection  among  one  another)  yet  has  it  something  o{a. 
sh^w  and  a  jnnctnre  between  the  principal  members. 

2.  My  aim  in  the  first  volume  was  to  bring  men  acquainted  with  their 
own  natnre,  the  frame  and  texture  of  their  compoaition  consisting  of  a  per- 
ceiving part,  and  a  machinery  of  organs  and  inatnunente  to  serve  its  naea ; 
to  diMingoish  between  secondary  properties  resnltiDg  from  composition,  and 
the  primary  belonging  separately  to  the  parts,  which  are  the  foundation  of 
the  other ;  for  if  one  of  the  wheels  in  a  watch  were  changed  for  a  waxen 
wheel,  the  watch  could  not  go ;  to  observe  tiM  a  compound  can  neithtf 
act  nor  receive  action  within  itsdf  unless  by  an  operation  of  some  one  of 
the  parts  npon  another,  for  in  aD  acticm  there  must  be  a  distinct  agent  and 
a  patient ;  and  to  discern  that  the  common  transactions  of  life,  eacii  whereof 
we  are  obliged  for  convenience  sake  to  esteem  one  entire  action,  are  divisible 
into  many  little  motions  or  acta  succeeding  one  another  instantaneously, 
one  completed  before  the  other  begins. 

The  next  inquiry  mna  npon  the  cbuech  of  action,  with  an  endeavour  to 
•how,  that  the  mind  never  stands  indifferent  to  operate  either  in  her  great 
or  small,  her  deliberate  or  sudden  motions  without  some  view,  however 
transient,  to  prompt  her ;  that  this  view  always  contains  an  idea  of  ber 
own  immediate  sotisfaction,  nnder  which  term  I  take  leave  for  brevity  sake 
to  comprehend  the  escape  from  uneasiness :  bnt  this  naked  aatis&ction 
cannot  be  had  alone  without  some  sensation,  or  other  pleasing  idea  to  in- 
troduce it,  which  therefore  as  it  occurs  is  the  motive  determining  to  every 
exercise  of  our  activity. 

It  seemed  then  to  follow  in  order,  that  we  sbotdd  search  out  the  rise  of 
onr  ideas  from  the  two  funds  c^  sensation  and  reflection,  bow  they  unite 
into  combinations  and  trains  supplying  us  thereby  with  apprehensiona, 
opinions,  assents,  and  judgments.  It  appeared  expedient  likewise  to  dis- 
tinguish the  two  faculties  of  imagination  and  understanding,  the  former  the 
executive  power,  having  for  the  moat  part  the  direction  of  our  conduct,  the 
latter  the  legislative,  to  be  resorted  to  only  upon  great  occasioDs,  and  ser- 
viceable chiefly  for  putting  the  other  into  proper  trains :  frvm  whence  it 
i^pears  that  we  are  sensitivo-ratifHial  creatorea,  having  a  larger  mixture  of 
the  sensitive  than  the  rational,  more  of  the  brute  than  the  angel  in  our 
composition,  and  must  learn  to  treat  ourselves  accordingly  with  disdplius 
sod  honest  artifice. 

FVom  this  we  pass  on,  perhaps  a  little  immetbodioally,  to  the  variety  and 
generation  of  motives,  touching  npon  the  pasatona,  aflections,  aversions, 
and  habits  which  give  most  of  them  their  currency  and  colour,  and  have 
titeir  seat  in  the  imagination.  After  this  to  bring  the  multitude  of  oar 
motives  into  some  distingnisbable  order  we  distribute  them  into  foor  general 
classes,  Pleasure,  Use,  Honour,  and  Necessity. 

Having  done  for  the  present  with  imagination,  we  consider  the  fecultyof 
reason,  which  muat  have  some  certain  end  to  pursue  :  this  proves  to  be  the 
same  as  that  vrbtch  actuated  the  other  faculty,  with  this  only  diflerence, 
that  imagination  with  all  her  train  of  psssions,  appetites,  and  desires, 
catches  always  at  the  Batisfaction  of  the  present  moment,  whereas  reason 
looks  forward  to  aU  distances  and  all  quarters  to  find  the  larger  snm  of 
satiriactionB,  or  greater  good  that  will  result  from  her  measures.  Never- 
theless, reason  is  too  short-sighted  to  discern  clearly  ox  make  just  compu- 
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tation  of  nil  the  cooMqaences  to  follow  upon  the  mcuuret  ahe  iiu  %aAae 
deliberatioii,  therefore  mut  take  eone  role,  the  product  of  her  fanner  ex- 
erciKS  or  of  other  person*'  ezperience  and  jodgmeBt,  for  her  mark  of  diiec- 
tioD ;  lo  that  her  ultimate  end  is  verj  rarely  her  ultimate  point  of  view,  yet 
is  it  her  buatoeaa  alwsya  to  extend  her  view  as  far  and  wide  u  opportiwi^ 
or  the  piOEpect  lying  before  her  will  permit.  But  when  she  has  fixed  opoD 
her  point,  whether  ultimate  or  subordinate,  it  will  avail  nothing,  imagina- 
tion being  the  executive  faculty,  until  she  has  raised  an  appetite  or  habit 
there,  creating  an  immediate  satisfaction  in  the  prosecution,  or  nneaainen 
in  deviating  from  it. 

Henoe  apring  the  virtues,  which  are  habits  or  tnms  of  aentiment  inclin- 
ing spontaneously  to  such  points  of  aim  or  coorses  of  action  as  sober  reastni 
and  sound  judgment  would  recommend  ;  and  hence  likewise  it  ia  dangerous 
to  break  the  force  of  a  virtue  for  sake  of  some  apparant  good,  because 
grader  good  may  be  lost  for  wont  of  this  impulse  at  other  times,  when  the 
line  of  expedience  is  not  so  apparent.  I^iis  being  the  nature  of  the 
virtues,  it  is  evident  their  foundation  must  stand  upon  Prudence,  whidi  is 
the  habit  of  weighing  distant  good  and  expedience  in  a  fair  balance  with 
present  pleasure,  or  of  being'affected  with  remote  satia&ctions  and  evils, 
as  strongly  a*  with  those  that  are  nearer.  The  other  cardinal  virtnea  are 
only  particular  exercises  of  Prudence  under  the  attacks  of  danger  or  pain, 
the  alluremena  of  pleasure,  or  temptationa  of  self-love  drawing  us  into  a 
total  disregard  of  our  fellow-oreaturea  :  the  last  I  have  split  into  two,  mak- 
ing a  fifth  cardinal  of  Benevoleuoe,  which  aeems  naturally  distingnishable 
from  tbe  oUigations  of  Justice,  for  kindness  does  not  be^n  till  obUga- 
tion  ends. 

Having  collected  these  grounds,  I  thought  it  might  be  expedient  tb 
aketdi  out  a  plan  of  morality  snoh  as  would  Ue  thereupon,  defective  indeed, 
not  in  the  main  drift  of  the  design,  for  it  would  be  hard  upon  any  hypo- 
tbeas  to  assign  an  ultimate  end  beyond  that  of  each  man's  own  go&d,  hot 
in  the  scantiness  of  oar  limits,  being  confined  only  to  the  pleasures  of  this 

E resent  life.  But  it  was  advisable  to  go  through  with  the  examinatiDn  of 
nnuu  natnre,  and  form  something  of  a  regular  system  out  of  the  materials 
(bnushed  by  continnal  ezperienoe.  before  we  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
at  futurity :  because  men  are  to  attached  to  their  own  peculiar  notions 
npon.  matten  relative  to  Aiturity,  that  they  will  deny  experience  itself  if 
they  perceive  it  leading  into  a  way  they  do  not  like.  The  safest  course  to 
escape  the  bad  infiiience  of  prqudice,  must  be  by  first  mni-ahnllmg  all  the 
■tores  we  can  gather  from  experience  in  their  proper  order,  that  we  may 
know  ithen  to  find  them  again  npon  occasion,  and  then  applying  them  to 
correct  or  serve  for  the  basis  of  our  ^ecnlative  opinions. 

And  the  obeervant  reader  will  perceive  in  the  sequel,  that  the  subjects 
handled  throughout  tfaeeevolamesarcDotthe  playthings  of  wanton  curiosity, 
for  I  make  &eqaent  use  of  them  afterwards,  when  coming  to  higher  mat- 
ters. But  if  he  expects  to  profit  by  me,  he  meat  atill  make  la^  use  of 
his  own  nndentanding  for  putting  the  rude  ill-joined  materials  presented 
him  into  neater  order,  shaping  and  pobshing  them  in  his  own  manner  to 
have  a  crancidenoe  with  his  ordinaiy  trains,  that  they  may  Ue  ready  and  con- 
venient for  his  servjce. 

Nor  will  it  be  needful  to  familiarize  his  thoughts  to  the  difierence  of  pri- 
nary  and  secondary  qualities,  the  analyzation  ^  action,  tba  deliberate  and 
transient  motives,  the  two  faculties  of  imagination  and  understanding,  the 
ultimate  end  and  ultimate  point  of  view,  and  other  minut«  but  useful  dls- 
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tiDOlioiu  f^icb  I  hm  ciHed  fignmmly  microMCpie  obHrmtioBi,  F^ 
if  theM  thing!  are  to  be  •crntinized  over  again  every  tima  application  ia 
made  of  then,  the  seqael  in  many  places  will  ■ppew  dry,  tadaMae,'aQd  oiu 
inteOigible,  b^t  with  a  readinciB  in  them  he  will  be  able  to  judge  eui^ 
and  dearly  vbat  iB  or  ii  not  worth  his  reception  afterwarda, 

3.  The  tcope  of  ray  aecond  volume  tends  to  Mq>ply  the  deficiency 
left  in  the  former  by  such  researdiei  as  we  are  Me  to  mske  into 
fiitnrity,  the  fint  point  whereof  mnet  he  to  inquire  whether  we  are  likely 
to  have  a  continuance  therein :  and  this  depends  upon  our  being  compound 
or  simple  aubetances,  for  the  laws  of  nature  can  only  produce  or  destroy 
the  former  by  bringinf^  the  materials  of  them  together,  (v  dibiolving  them 
agKio,  but  have  no  power  ow  the  latter,  either  to  increase  or  diminiih  their 
nnmber.  In  order  to  discnat  this  pcunt,  we  are  still  obliged  to  employ  tha 
raicroecope  for  examining  the  nature  of  composition,  wluch  appcsn  to  be 
nothing  else  than  a  oertxin  urangement  or  juncture  of  eubstancea,  each 
having  a  distinct  existence  of  its  own  before  their  coming  together ;  m 
that  a  compound  is  no  new  existence,  but  a  collection  o^  things  already 
existent  though  perhaps  not  discoverable  by  our  senses ;  and  upon  the  com- 
ponnd  being  destroyed,  there  is  not  a  bong  lost,  though  perbiips  the  parts 
may  be  dispersed  beyond  reach  of  our  observation.  But  neither  can  a 
collection  <»-  compoond  perceive  without  a  distinct  perception  in  all  its 
conttitnent  parts,  for  if  anne  of  them  have  a  perception  the  others  want, 
it  is  the  parts  and  not  the  oompooud  that  perceives ;  so  that  perception 
most  be  ft  primary  property,  not  a  sec(«iitary  resulting  from  compoaitioB. 
Tlierefore  frotn  the  consciousness  of  our  personality  and  ezitteooe,  and 
from  our  perceptivity,  tnay  be  inferred,  that  we  are  individuals  or  simple 
enbstancei,  not  conusting  of  parts,  nor  destructible  by  all  the  powers  of 

FW>m  the  faculty  of  perceiving  likewiee  it  appears  that  we  are  not  ma- 
terial substances,  for  it  is  of  the  essence  of  matter  to  be  inert  and  stupid, 
nor  would  a  grain  of  sand  placed  in  the  most  exquisite  organization  perceive 
ever  the  more,  therefore  being  incapable  of  receiving  the  notices  broaght 
to  it  from  external  objects :  and  Una  substance  specifically  different  from 
matter  is  called  spirit,  which,  wherevo-  it  shall  fall,  or  of  what  compound 
soever  it  may  beoome  an  ingredient,  will  stiU  retain  the  same  personally, 
and  always  continue  to  be  our  very  selves. 

Nevertheless,  the  discovery  of  oar  perpetual  doiKtion  will  avail  ns  little 
without  some  fhrther  light  into  the  manner  how  it  may  pass,  whether  in 
ntisftiction  or  uneasiness,  of  both  which  we  ere  capable.  Bat  here  exp«- 
rience  can  give  us  no  help,  fin:  we  most  expect  to  lose  alt  intercourse  with 
the  objects  from  whence  we  receive  onr  satisfoctions,  by  loeiog  our  organa 
which  were  the  channels  through  which  they  flowed ;  nor  have  we  any  ex- 
periment whereon  to  found  a  otHijeotore  in  what  manner  the  floating  par- 
ticles of  matter  may  afiect  ns  without  organs.  We  must  noi^  ther^ore 
take  &.t  telescope  in  hand,  as  having  distant  objects  and  extensive  pros- 
pects to  behold,  and  must  survey  the  fwx  of  n«tare  lying  visible  before  us* 
which  experience  testifiee  is  a  tissue  of  eAects  produced  by  a  train  of 
operations  depending  upon  one  another :  this  line  we  must  inveatigate  mi 
to  its  original,  whi^  will  qnickly  lead  n  to  a  God,  the  fountun  of  u 
powers,  and  intelligent  disposer  of  all  events  we  see  around  as. 

Having  found  thrae  is  a  Ood,  the  next  step  of  inqoiry  tends  to  the  know- 
ledge of  wh«t  he  is,  whirb  we  on  only  gather  frtmi  contemplation  of 
visible  nature  whereof  we  have  experience,  together  with  such  conelusions 
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u  we  can  drew  from  theoce  in  oar  oontiderBte  jadgment  eoiiceniog  tbs 
'  dwneter  uid  attribatea  of  its  Author.  Of  these  tttribntee  I  firet  cuuider 
Only  the  primary,  poatponing  thow  I  call  Kcondary,  as  resulting  from  tha 
nature  of  the  creatures  orauidered  jointly  with  that  of  God,  till  a  better 
opportuiity.  Perhaps  I  may  be  singalar  in  havinx  made  an  attribute  of 
Equity  which  is  commonly  blended  with  that  of  Justice,  but  seems  to  ma 
appnreDtly  diEtingnishable  from  it ;  the  one  making'  a  difierence  between. 
persons  according  to  their  deeds,  the  other  void  of  dl  partiality,  favour,  or 
predilection,  and  no  respecter  of  persons.  And  I  should  be  glad  the  in- 
telligent reader  would  examine  this  point  thoroughly  in  his  own  mind 
before  he  goes  on,  because  if  I  have  made  a  mistalie  anywhere  it  is  the 
most  unlucky  here,  as  being  the  comer-stone  of  my  subsequent  building. 
He  may  please  to  conwder  among  all  th^  causes  tlut  can  incline  to  par- 
tiality or  favour  of  one  perscni  above  another,  whether  they  must  not  pro- 
ceed from  some  want  or  weakness  which  can  have  no  place  in  the  Almighty : 
tad  if  be  thinks  an  attribute  of  Equity  most  agreeable  to  his  reason,  be 
may  suspend  objections  arisiog  from  the  various  distributions  of  fbrtane 
among  mankind,  and  from  Scripture,  until  he  sees  in  the  sequel  bow  far 
I  can  bring  them  reconcilable  therewith. 

Yet  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  this  list  of  attributes  for  «  complete  analy- 
ns  of  the  divine  nature,  for  there  roust  be  other  attributes  besides,  whereof 
we  can  have  no  imagination  to  account  for  the  origin  of  evil,  the  limitatioa 
of  goodness,  and  the  effect*  of  its  being  conveyed  by  the  contrivances  of 
wisdom,  rather  than  the  operetion*  of  power;  for  to  our  apprehension  it 
seems  that  Omnipotence  might  have  distributed  what  portion  of  good  and 
evil  was  judged  proper  Co  the  creatures  by  immediate  acts,  as  weU  as  by  a 
long  complicated  tissue  of  second  caoses.  But  since  the  method  of  acting 
by  the  intervention  of  second  causes  has  been  constantly  pursued  so  far  as 
our  experience  and  observation  can  reach,  it  may  be  presumed  the  divine 
conduct  is  uniform  and  of  a  piece  throughout,  and  therefore  that  there  is  a 
plan  of  nature  extending  to  tjie  invisible  w(»-ld,  whereof  this  of  the  visible 
is  a  part,  the  second  causes  employed  in  the  one  being  calculated  to  produce 
effects  in  the  other.  And  it  being  impossible  for  us  certainly  to  investigate 
in  what  particular  manner  the  causes  at  work  here  can  effect  our  condition 
hereafter,  or  to  know  what  scenes  may  pass  with  us  then,  there  seemed  no 
hurt  in  imagining  a  manner  in  order  to  render  our  general  idea  of  being  so 
affected  less  hard  of  conception  :  for  as  observed  in  the  former  volume,  ima- 
gination is  our  strongest  faculty,  and  the  convictions  of  reason  seldom  have 
much  weight  or  duration  unless  the)'  con  be  represented  iu  sensible  imagt* 
npon  that.  In  this  view  I  have  ventured  upon  my  two  hypotheses  of  the 
Vehides  and  the  Mundane  Soul  carried  on  in  thb  Vision,  as  a  narnUive  of 
mattoa  of  foct,  the  better  to  illuminate  my  idea  with  visible  colours.  I 
am  not  conscious  of  those  notions  being  hurtful  to  the  substantials  of  Re- 
ligion or  doctrbee  of  the  Church  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  sometimes  found 
a  use  for  them  in  treating  of  those  matters,  and  their  being  capable  of  this 
service,  if  it  be  not  thought  an  evidence  in  their  favour,  may  at  least  pass 
for  my  excuse  in  entertaining  them. 

IVmn  these  specolationa  I  proceed  to  the  dominicm  of  Providence  extend- 
ing to  all  events,  comprehending  every  minute  motion  that  may  influence 
them,  and  leaving  no  room  for  chance  to  interfere.  FVom  hence  may  be 
gathered,  that  ihere  is  a  plan  of  Nature  and  texture  of  second  causes  spread- 
ing  over  all  the  regions  of  the  universe,  yet  not  cjcduding  immediate  in- 
terpositions mterwovsn  therein,  to  be  «xerted  at  predetermined  times  for 
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Hipplying;  of  vacanciM  left  on  purpose  for  making  them  reqoisitB.  But 
difficukies  being  apt  to  start  in  this  idea  of  FroTidenoe,  aa  appearing  ant>- 
versive  of  liberty,  it  was  neceMsry  to  enter  into  a  minnte  diKosuon  of  thia 
privil^e  in  haman  nature,  in  order  to  ahow  that  a  man  is  free  when  nothing 
hinden  him  from  doing  or  choosing  just  as  he  pleacei,  notwithstanding  tho 
certainty  of  prior  causea  inclining  him  to  choose  or  act  in  one  particolar 
manner,  and  to  make  it  intelligible  how  Providence  mav  govern  the  actions 
of  men  by  having  the  sources  of  their  inclinations,  moiivee,  and  apprehes- 
■ions  at  command,  as  well  as  by  a  compulsive  force  or  aothority. 

I  come  now  to  nuke  application  of  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  oar  experience  and  meditations  thereapoD,  concerning  visible  natnre 
and  the  divine ;  from  alt  which  it  appears,  that  as  til  matter  is  homoge- 
DeoQB,  the  same  everywhere  in  solidity,  mobility,  and  other  primary  pro- 
perties, the  difference  of  qiiality  and  operation  in  bodies  rwlting  from 
their  composition  or  arraDgement  of  parts,  and  the  action  of  other'  bodies 
upon  them  ;  so  have  we  no  coloor  of  evidence  to  disprove  that  all  created 
spirits  are  likewise  homogeneona,  possessed  alike  of  perceptivity,  activi^, 
and  other  primary  properties,  their  difi^ences  arising  soldy  from  the  ma^ 
(erial  organizationa  wherewith  they  are  nnited,  or  the  action  of  other  sub- 
stances  affecting  them  and  their  secondary  qnalities,  aa  also  their  percep- 
tions varying  according  to  changes  made  in  the  material  composition,  or  in 
the  suhstauoea  whereamong  they  are  conversant.  Hut  the  laws  respecting 
the  formation  of  all  compounds,  and  the  particular  operationB  of  ^  sq)i' 
■tances,  being  comprised  within  the  universal  plan  of  Providenoe,  whatever 
good  any  creature  receives,  whether  procured  by  his  own  industry,  or  con- 
veyed by  the  channels  of  nature  or  fortnne,  must  derive  originally  iroai  the 
divine  bounty,  with  certain  knowledge  and  direct  intention  that  it  should 
oome  to  his  hands. 

Tlien  taking  into  conuderation  the  attribute  of  Eqni^,  by  which  the 
distribution  of  bounty  mnst  be  regnlated,  there  will  follow  an  exact  equality 
npon  the  balance  of  good  and  evil  aUotted  to  evNy,  perceptive  cieatnre. , 
Nevertheless,  this  equality  in  their  whole  portion  is  not  inconsistent  with 
inequalitiea  in  the  present  wwld,  where  they  receive  a  very  amall  part  of  it, 
bnt  requires  ineqiuUtiee  in  some  other  part  to  compensate  the  differences 
made  here.  Nor  can  it  be  thought  an  improbable  condoaioQ,  that  there  is 
some  immense  period  wherein  the  balance  between  all  creatures,  although 
greatly  unequal  for  a  time,  shall  be  brought  even  at  last.  Hence  follows  a 
general  connection  of  interests  throughout  the  universe,  a  partnerahip  in  one 
common  stock,  which  cannot  be  increased  or  diminished  in  any  individual 
without  proportioosbly  affecting  the  share  of  every  other :  to  that  every 
hurt  done  by  one  creature  to  another  hurts  his  own  interests,  as  every 
good  advances  them,  and  every  diq>enBation  of  Providence  bringing  damage 
upon  individuals,  mnst,  to  be  consistent  with  our  ideas  of  goodness  and 
eqdi^,  terminate  in  some  greater  good  of  the  creation,  and  therein  of  the 
party  suslkdning  it> 

I  thea  examine  into  the  secondary  attribute  of  Justice,  having  its  foim* 
dation  in  the  short-sightedness  of  the  creatures,  and  their  inseuMbility  to 
£ttaat  advantage  needful  enough  for  spurring  them  up  to  wM-k  in  the  atr 
tainntent  of  good  nnteen,  or  too  remote  to  toudi  their  desire,  by  the  nearer 
ezpeotatioB  of  reward  and  pnoiahment,  which  thongh  distributed  aooording 
to  the  oondnot  past,  it  ie  alwaya  with  a  view  to  their  iufioenee  upon  the 
fatnre,  and  tbia  influeooo  thev  nay  tometimea  have  when  brought  upon  ooa 
person  by  the  deedt  of  another.     From  these  obtervatitmt  it  ft^ws,  thaf 
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pumshment  cumot  be  absolntdy  endl«M,  which  woqM  Tiolate  Equity  hy 
keeping  the  balance  perpetually  aa  one  side  ;  for  rince  nickedness  ia  pennit- 
tcd  by  HeaTen,  and  it  nitut  noeda  be  that  oftncei  come,  imdonhtedl^r  for 
•ome  neceuary  usea  of  the  creation  redonnding  from  their  puniahment,  thei« 
would  be  a  partial  withholdingr  of  bounty,  nnleM  the  infierer  were  to  take 
hi*  share  in  the  benefit  of  thoacaeTereserrioea  he  is  permitted  to  go  through. 

Tbh  ia  the  only  point  I  am  seniible  of,  whereat  ofience  may  be  taken,  as 
•eeming  contnuiictory  to  a  received  opinion  ;  for  which  reason  I  would 
glully  have  suppreised  it,  bnt  could  not,  it  being  a  principal  link  in  the 
chain  of  reaaoning,  wherry  the  intereeta  of  our  fellow  creatures  are  txo- 
nected  with  our  own,  from  whence  I  conceive  al)  the  mles  and  dotica  of 
life  may  be  derired.  If  I  have  erred,  it  has  been  in  company  with  men  of 
gjeat  note  even  in  the  Chnrch,  and  hope  to  atand  acquitted  of  having  pto- 
eeeded  wantonly,  with  a  diaregard  to  contequencea,  by  the  pains  tt^en  ta 
expatiate  upon  the  intenseneM  of  punishments  to  continue  for  a  dnratioa. 
whereof  no  man  knowa  the  bounds ;  which  may  well  be  styled  an  eternhf 
in  the  language  of  the  poor  to  whom  the  Gospttl  was  preached.  For  though 
tt>  God  a  thousand  years  are  but  as  one  day,  to  us  they  are  an  eternity,  th« 
utmost  length  of  our  view  and  our  concern  :  and  it  were  happy  for  ua,  tf 
we  never  deemed  a  much  ehorter  length  expected  to  pass  in  the  pleasures 
of  this  world  an  eternity,  beyond  which  we  need  take  no  thou^t,  Hie 
subtle  speculations  concerning  the  possibility  of  succesiive  etemitiea  to  fol- 
low one  another,  if  bfameable,  will  show  me  too  Eealous  rather  than  too 
indifferent  in  saving  the  credit  of  established  tenets  from  being  shaken  by 
anything  I  have  advanced. 

Thus  having  shown  in  the  first  volume  that  each  man's  own  ntiafaction. 
Interest,  or  happiness,  is  the  primnm  mobile  or  the  first  spring  of  all  his 
achemes  and  all  his  actions,  as  well  rational  as  inconsiderate,  and  that  the 
acquiution  of  moral  prudence  or  the  sensibility  of  enjoyment  certainly  to 
come  at  any  distance  of  time  equally  with  the  present,  is  the  sole  and  rndy 
road  t9  attain  tbat  purpose ;  having  then  in  this  volume  deduced  the  con- 
nection of  interests  throughout  the  creation,  whereby  every  individual  be- 
comes interested  in  the  pwd  or  evil  be&lling  anywhere :  fnwi  these  two 
premises  follows  the  grand  Aindomental  rule  <rf  conduct  of  labouring  con- 
stantly to  increase  the  common  stock  by  any  beneficial  service  or  preven- 
tion of  damage  among  our  fellow-creatures  wherever  we  can,  preferring 
always  the  greater  discoverable  good  and  good  of  the  greater  number,  be- 
fore the  less. 

4.  My  design  in  the  treatise  on  Thecdogy  vraa  to  bring  our  theory  recon' 
eileable  to  pmotice,  in  order  whereto  the  great  fundamental  rule  is  fiM 
parted  into  two  main  branches.  Prudence  and  Benevolence,  commonly 
csllsd  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  our  neighbour,  the  one  directing  to  ths 
care  of  our  private  interests,  the  other  to  ttiose  of  our  fetlow-creatures  with 
whom  we  have  a  visible  intercourse:  for  we  are  members  of  the  universe, 
therefore  whatever  we  can  do  for  ourselves  without  greater  detriment  to 
any  other,  is  an  tnorease  of  happiness  u)Km  the  whole,  and  hy  pravesting 
others  from  eucroacfaing  upon  us,  or  forbeariag  to  eaoroaoh  upon  tbem,  wa 
alfte  save  Oie  common  stock  from  diminution. 

Bnt  since  to  keep  ns  steady  in  the  exercise  of  these  two  branches  it  is 
iwoesMry  to  inculcate  just  sentiments  of  the  supreme  Being,  beesiist  it  is 
by  the  knowledge  of  the  Attributes  alone  that  we  oan  discover  anytUng 
with  assurance  concerning  things  luvisible,  or  trace  the  oonneotion  of  inter' 
ssti,  or  discern  anv  mensares  of  eondsct  in  this  worU  ouidueive  to  th« 
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unprorement  of  our  condition  in  the  nazt ;  hence  >rise»  a  third  ksndt  of 
the  fondamental  role,  onr  dutv  to  God.  For  the  founiktion  of  thu  dntj  m 
not  the  obligHtioii  ot  aerring  God  binwelf,  of  which  we  ore  otterly  inc^mbte, 
but  because  by  to  doing  we  serve  ouraelves,  and  one  another  most  effoctn- 
aDf.  This  Aatj  is  fulfilled  bj  the  best  eserdse  ot  our  rational  &cnltiea  to 
fbnn  tiie  louiidest  notiona  they  are  able  to  reach  <rf  his  essence  and  manner 
of  government,  and  then  employing  aoch  expedients  as  the  nature  of  our 
constitution  requires  to  impress  them  deeply  upon  the  imagination,  that 
they  may  rise  spontaneously  in  th^  genuine  lively  colours.  Uat  the  under- 
ataadings  and  imaginations  of  men  being  very  various,  it  seemed  a  nsefol 
attempt  to  explain  the  distinction  so  mudi  talked  of  among  philosophera, 
between  the  esoteric  and  exoteric  doctrines,  and  to  show  that  they  were 
not  contradictory  to  each  other,  nor  the  one  a  concealment  of  treaaurea,  w 
the  other  an  impoeitioD  upon  the  vulgar,  bnt  both  an  expression  of  the  same 
aubstance  in  di^rent  languages,  accommodated  to  the  difierence  of  concep- 
tion among  mankind. 

Here  seemed  the  proper  place  to  disoonrae  on  the  three  remaining  secon- 
dary Attributes,  namely.  Purity,  Majesty,  and  Holincas,  which  are  rathei 
of  die  exoteric  kind,  being  not  expressive  of  anything  in  the  divine  nature, 
but  preservative  of  the  idea  of  it  in  onr  hearts  against  the  heterogeneous 
mixtures  innnuating  from  the  imperfections  of  man,  for  man  being  made 
after  ^e  image  of  God,  it  waa  natural  to  take  our  idea  of  him  from  his 
likeness ;  but  then  we  must  remember,  there  are  many  features  in  the  inisge 
utterly  unlike  the  original,  and  be  careful  to  admit  none  of  them  into  the 
composition. 

lie  last  of  these  subjects  gave  occasion  for  endeavouring  to  remove  a 
Bcruple  that  night  have  arisen  from  our  doctrine  of  nniversal  Providence 
extending  to  all  events,  jm>dnced  as  weU  by  man  as  by  matter,  and  showing 
that  God  notwithstanding  can  in  no  propriety  be  styled  the  author  of  sin, 
nor  do  his  proviuons  give  a  aanctian  or  warrant  to  the  commissioo,  nor 
exempt  it  from  being  an  act  of  disobedience  nor  from  the  punishment 
consequent  thereupon.  The  Chapter  on  Providence  having  been  mostly 
esoteric,  scarce  applicable  to  common  nee,  it  was  needful  here  to  reenme 
the  subject  oiore  in  the  other  language,  and  show  that  although  all  eventa 
Withont excq>tion  were  contained  witbintbe  plan  of  Providence,  neverthe- 
less there  is  a  profitidile  lUstinction  to  be  made  between  those  which  are 
providential,  and  othere  whidi  are  not :  this  diaqniution  perhaps  cmitains 
more  striking  evidences  even  of  the  being  of  a  God,  though  not  more 
•olid  than  those  produced  in  the  beginning  of  diis  Volume :  and  some  per- 
■ODS  of  good  common  sense  who  had  the  patience  to  hear  my  works  only 
because  diey  were  mine,  have  declared  that  this  wss  the  first  chatter 
wherein  they  found  me  inteOigible. 

6.  Hitherto  I  have  proceeded  by  the  sole  light  of  nature ;  I  come  now 
to  compare  the  discoveries  made  therd^  with  those  imported  to  us  from 
tin  reUgion  wherein  we  were  bred  up,  in  order  to  find  what  there  is  of 
edkiformity  between  them,  and  with  a  desire  of  bringing  them  conformable 
in  pdnta  where  they  have  been  thought  to  stand  at  variance ;  agreeabiy  to 
my  i^nctpal  intention  set  forth  in  die  general  introdootion  cd  eftwting  a 
feconeUement  between  controdtog  parties  rather  tiian  taking  side  with  either, 
to  whidi  design  the  observant  reuler  may  already  have  perceived  a  tcndeocy 
tt  several  times  by  occasional  allnnons  and  introdnctioa  of  passages  from 
the  sacred  text ;  but  having  now  gotten  together  and  pr^ared  my  mate- 
rids,  it  is  a  proper  time  to  enter  directly  spm  the  applieftion. 
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The  title  Religion  {nvfized  to  the  next  chapter  belongs  ntbo'  u  a  nin- 
ning  title  to  the  whole  remainder  than  to  this  particular  chapter,  which 
contains  little  more  then  an  address  to  both  parties,  suggesting  a  presump- 
tion that  if  one  would  always  strive  to  find  a  rational  cooatmction  agreeaUe 
to  our  natural  notions  in  the  divine  oracles,  and  the  other  would  consider 
the  facta  of  the  evangelic  history,  though  supposed  to  proceed  from  mereljr 
natural  caoses,  as  events  extremely  providential,  having  an  extensive  bene- 
ficial influence  npon  mankind,  the  result  of  both  would  terminate  in  a' system 
of  sentiment  and  conduct  very  little  different  in  substantials :  and  extiortia|f 
them  to  deal  with  one  another  not  as  adversaries,  but  as  persons  in  an 
amicable  conference  upon  their  common  interests,  for  so  the  issue  of  their 
conference  may  justly  be  deemed,  because,  the  general  connection  through- 
ont  the  nnivene  being  borne  in  mind,  whoever  hurls  himself  hnrU  me, 
therefore  if  I  think  another  in  a  wrong  way  I  shall  endeavour  to  bring  him 
into  the  right  by  such  methods  as  are  likely  to  prevail  with  him,  but  if  I 
cannot  do  that,  I  shall  strive  to  turn  his  own  opinions  to  his  greatest  ad- 
-rantagt.  Bat  the  work  of  reconcilement  being  a  very  nice  business  to 
manage,  requiring  a  sober  freedom  and  strict  impartiahtj  void  of  all  bias 
■OT  prejudice,  it  was  needful  enough  for  my  own  direction  to  examine  what 
is  true  freedom  of  thought,  and  wherein  it  differs  from  bigotry  on  the  one 
hand,  and  that  called  freetbinking  on  the  other ;  and  to  take  warning  againat 
every  danger  that  might  threaten  our  liberty  of  judgment,  whether  from 
scrupuloos  fear,  obstinate  attachment  to  old  notions,  fondness  for  noveltjr, 
secret  self'Conceit,  or  the  vaoity  of  doing  something  extiaordioary.  This 
blemish  of  human  nature  creeping  in  some  measure  upon  us  sll,  extending 
its  influence  to  all  our  motiins  as  well  momentous  as  trifling,  deserved  a 
particular  discussion,  the  drift  whereof  was  to  ascertain  the  difference  he> 
tween  true  and  false  honour :  for  honour  being  the  source  both  of  the 
brightest  virtues  and  most  pernicious  extravagancies,  it  was  attempting  a 
good  service  to  settle  it  upon  its  proper  foundation,  which  is  the  prospect 
of  attaining  things  excellent  in  themselves,  rather  than  that  of  excelling  or 
anipaasing  other  persons. 

Armed  with  these  cautions,  I  enter  upon  some  of  the  doctrines  of  oor 
religion ;  for  I  do  not  undertake  to  go  through  with  them  all,  that  would 
have  been  above  my  pitch,  but  what  I  have  done  may  serve  as  a  spedmea 
of  what  ia  capable  of  being  done  this  way,  which  may  encourage  abler 
hands  more  expert  at  the  task  to  complete  what  I  have  left  defective. 
Bnt  the  reader  must  not  expect  to  see  me  enter  into  the  evidences  proving 
the  truth  of  those  doctrines ;  this  would  have  been  a  violatiou  on  my  iieu> 
tiality  necessary  to  be  adhered  to  in  a  scheme  of  reconcilement.  beauM 
without  it  there  can  be  no  hopes  of  gaining  a  favourable  attention  &om  the 
opposite  partiea  i  it  vras  my  business  only  to  examine  how  they  are  capable 
d  being  understood,  and  to  seek  fer  soch  expositions  as  they  may  easily 
receive  without  changing  or  wresting  a  single  word  in  the  forms  deliveredt 
as  might  be  reconcileable  with  our  knowledge  of  nature,  with  philosophy, 
and  with  the  tenor  of  the  foregoing  work  ;  nor  have  even  my  bypotfaeiea 
been  serviceaUe  in  some  places  for  explaining  my  idea.  And  I  have  suc- 
ceeded BO  far  in  my  own  ap^ehension,  as  that  the  chapter  on  things  above 
and  contrary  to  reason  is  become  almost  snperfluoos,  having  by  taraiog  the 
sabjcct  about  in  my  thoughts  brought  some  points  to  lie  conunodioosly 
widiin  the  compaw  of  my  own  reason,  which  I  had  tbonght  inexplicaUe  ft 
ttw  time  of  writing  that  chapter. 

n  the  myatoriee  I  shall  wish  to  put  myaelf  apon  the 
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jodgment  of  pen^iu  who  can  tte  an  honnt  intention  thougili  wnt^d 
roand  in  the  mi*ti  of  error ;  with  othera  an  inadTcrtent  word  upon  micb 
aacrtd  auhjecta  ia  deemed  as  the  ain  of  blasphemy.  I  by  no  meana  deaire  to 
leaaen  their  Teneration  for  those  Hubjecta,  bat  have  offered  reasons  why  k 
greater  degree  of  aacredness  is,  and  onght  to  be,  sometimea  annexed  to 
ontworka  than  to  the  aubitantiala  within ;  so  that  the  sacredneaa  of  a  tenet 
is  no  certain  mark  of  ita  being  an  essential  ingredient  of  the  saving  Faith. 
The  having  jnst  aentimenta  of  our  Maker,  of  his  goverment,  of  oar  depen- 
dence on  him,  and  of  the  relation  we  stand  in  to  one  another  as  children 
of  the  same  fother,  I  take  to  be  the  essentials  of  natural  Religion:  anb- 
mission  to  Chriat,  taking  hia  word  for  the  word  of  God,  reliance  on  hia  in- 
stitutions and  amistance  for  conducting  na  into  the  former,  or  being  per- 
enaded  ttiat  no  man  can  come  to  the  Father  unless  through  tiie  Son,  I  take 
to  be  the  essentials  of  ChriHtianity :  all  particular  orticlea  beside  I  humbly 
conceive  to  be  no  more  than  necessary  outwarics  for  protecting  the  sub- 
.stance,  and  therefore  demand  a  sacred  veneration  in  proportion  to  tba 
danger  tkat  substance  must  be  exposed  to  by  abandoning  them.  But  it  is 
well  known  the  rules  of  fortification  vary  in  different  ages,  therefore  some 
defences,  which  were  indispenaable  formerly,  may  be  safely  alighted  now, 
and  of  those  which  remain,  the  angles  and  breastworks  may  be  new  planned 
to  accommodate  them  to  the  modem  methods  of  attack,  as  carried  on  by 
the  great  Demetriua  PoHorcetes  the  freethinker,  who  battera  not  with  the 
balistte  and  catapults  of  old,  dnwn  from  the  Fathera,  the  Councils,  or  the 
Mishna,  but  with  cannon  and  musketry  and  even  squibs  of  witticism,  stolen 
and  transmodified  from  the  storehouse  of  Philosophy. 

After  the  doctrines  next  in  order  fiillow  the  Virtues,  comprised  nnder 
three  general  heads,  carrying  a  consistency  with  the  cardinal  virtoea  of 
philoaophy.  I  have  endeavoured  to  reecue  Faith  from  the  imputation  of 
being  no  voluntary  act  of  the  mind,  by  explaining  its  nature  upon  the  basia 
of  our  sensitivo-rational  constitution,  and  showing  that  it  is  not  assenting 
to  certain  propositions,  bat  turning  the  convictions  of  our  understanding 
into  habitual,  hvely  apprehensions  of  the  imagination  that  constitutea  it  a 
virtne.  If  the  province  of  Faith  according  to  my  representation  be  thought 
too  comprehensive,  as  extending  to  the  inclinations  of  the  heart  as  well  as 
the  opinions  of  the  mind,  it  may  be  considered  that  happiness  in  the  pros- 
pect depends  wholly  upon  opinion,  and  our  desires  follow  our  persoaaioni ; 
for  we  take  affection  to  thinga  because  we  believe  they  will  prove  satiste- 
tory  in  the  possession,  the  parsuits  of  avarice,  ambition,  and  all  other 
schemes  that  engage  us  so  eagerly  proceed  upon  this  foundation :  therefore 
if  a  roan  could  have  a  perfect  knowledge  and  lively  apprehension  of  every- 
thing conducive  to  hia  benefit,  bis  deaires  would  be  rightly  set.  and  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  conduct  run  in  a  right  coarse  by  necessary  consequence : 
for  we  all  live  by  faitb  of  some  sort  or  other,  though  too  often  it  ia  a  rot- 
ten one :  whence  ^patently  it  is  a  matter  of  the  ntmoet  importance  to 
work  oar  soundest  conceptions  into  vigorons  apprehensions,  for  till  then 
they  are  not  completely  oar  own,  nor  will  have  an  influence  upon  oni 
practice. 

Upon  the  artide  of  Charity,  which  in  vulgar  estimation  may  be  defined 
giving  guineaa  to  the  Church  and  baU-Muce  to  bmiara,  I  have  strove  to  re- 
store it  to  ita  ri^tfiil  dominion,  extending  in  wiu  and  dispoaition,  like  the 
bomtty  of  Heavsn,  to  all  created  beinga  without  respect  of  persona,  but 
confined  in  its  exerdaes  by  the  acantineaa  o(  onr  powera  to  the  degree*  of 
VOL.  It.  ax 
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ociglibcniibood  wherdn  they  mqwctirelv  are  Mtuated,  evm  contentioM 
uid  the  hart*  done  to  loine  having  their  foundation  in  Charitjr  to  otben  ; 
and  to  abow  how  theiv  may  be  Charity  towards  Ciod,  althoogfa  we  aland 
in  no  capacity  to  do  him  any  service  or  kmdDMa. 

Having  gone  thna  far  in  this  diapenaation  of  God  to  mankind,  whether 
yoa  anppoee  it  conveyed  by  his  ordinary  or  extraordinary  ^vvidenoe,  it 
ifipeared  not  nnterviceable  to  take  a  fuller  nmrey  of  the  adtninsitration  of 
the  moral  world,  and  obaerve  the  ehare  this  had  therein.  In  dmng  this  I 
lay  no  stress  upon  prophecy  and  mirBcle,  i»  being  contested  points  unfit 
fi^  the  use  of  a  neutral,  but  proceed  upon  historical  fttcta  notoriona  to 
everybody  ;  from  the  course  of  which  may  be  gathered,  that  there  is  a  pro- 
g^Ptsa  towards  perfection  of  the  human  speciea,  in  general  snalogoos  to 
that  of  single  persons  through  the  stages  of  infancy,  youth,  and  complete 
EOMihood,  carried  on  hy  the  workings  of  three  great  springa.  Religion,  Pfai- 
loaophy,  and  the  science  of  conunon  life,  concnning  by  slow  and  impercep- 
tible degrees,  and  sometimes  with  temporary  retrogressions,  to  advance  the 
grand  iksign.  • 

If  I  have  toudied  npon  the  Millennium,  it  was  not  to  dw^  npon  num- 
ber sizes  nor  the  preciK  term  of  one  thousand  years,  nor  the  return  to 
CMtb  in  gross  bodies  like  our  present ;  for  these  tbinga  are  figurative, 
denoting  a  time  of  perfect  righteousnets,  moral  wisdom,  and  happiness, 
whidi  whether  it  shall  pass  npon  this  terraqneous  globe  or  among  tiie 
Vehicles,  it  is  no  matter:  but  this  kingdom  of  the  just  will  be  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  or  state  of  reward,  as  the  RbsorptiiHi  in  the  Mundane  Soul, 
when  he  delivers  up  all  dominion  to  the  Father,  will  be  the  kingdom  of 
God  or  atate  of  nndistinguishing  bounty.  FVom  hence,  besides  the  gene- 
ral cannec;tion  of  interests  throughout  the  universe,  there  results  a  nearer 
connection  among  the  human  eperiev,  because  none  of  the  inheritors  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  just  can  be  completely  happy,  until  all  are  so  by  their  com- 
jnoii  nature  being  perfected  ;  which  yields  an  additional  incitement  to  seize 
«%ery  little  opportunity  of  contributing  towards  an  advancement  of  the 
great  work,  and  to  prevent  everything  that  appears  likely  to  retard  it. 

It  might  have  been  thought  a  suspicious  silence  if  I  had  said  nething  of 
lbs  rites  end  institutions  of  the  Church ;  therefore  I  have  taken  some  of 
them  into  consideration,  still  pursuing  my  plan  of  reconcilement  between 
Knthority  and  reason ;  for  f  have  proMeded  upon  a  postnlatnm  whieh  I  ap- 
preheDd  many  very  good  and  orthodox  Christians  will  grant  me,  namdy, 
that  the  commands  of  God  are  none  of  them  arbitnu-y,  but  given  for  the 
benefit  redundant  therefrom  to  the  racelvns :  and  though  it  be  no  warrant 
for  as  to  reject  a  command,  becatiae  we  see  no  benefit,  for  we  ought  to  tntst 
the  wisdom  of  the  giver  that  there  is  some  which  our  short-sigbtedncM 
will  not  permit  us  to  discern,  yet  it  is  a  commendable  mqniry  to  search  to 
Ar  as  we  can  into  the  manner  wherein  the  benefit  accrues,  becauM  it  will 
help  to  discover  the  design  of  the  command,  and  to  perform  it  according  to 
the  spirit  rather  than  the  dead  letter.  This  is  what  I  have  aimed  at  doing 
upon  the  articles  tak'n  in  hand,  endeavouring  to  explain  how  they  may 
be  rationallv  understood,  what  is  their  efficacy  and  manner  of  operation, 
tui  bow  they  are  calculated  for  our  sensitivo- rational  nature  to  bring  hnagi- 
nation  to  act  in  the  services  of  reason.  If  my  explications  have  rendered 
them  ess  mysterions,  I  hope  it  will  not  leuen  our  reverence  and  attach- 
ment  to  find  their  uses  made  inteUigible,  and  be  shown  they  have  a  solid 
foundation  in  human  natnn,  and  the  knowledge  sprin^ogfram  experience.' 

The  oonsiderution  of  reUgious  institationB  being  despatched  so  fiiir  as  any 
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tiling  pertinent  oocnrred  opon  the  >nb}«ct,  there  renainnl  Mmething  to  h& 
ndded  concerning  the  apiiit  and  principle  of  religioD  in  general,  to  reeene  it 
from  the  extnTagancea  futened  thereupon  by  some  indiscretely  rigfateoua 
pentma,  with  good  intention  I  am  willing  to  beliere,  but  dangeroua  in  the 
conaeqnences,  «a  tending  to  drive  the  weak  into  despair  b;  aetting  them 
upon  taalci  far  beyond  their  fbroee,  and  to  draw  them  off  from  their  duty  to 
their  neigfabonr  and  tbemadvei,  hy  a  miatakei:  zeal  in  their  dnty  to  God.  I 
have  attempted  to  explain  what  is  to  be  undentood  by  doing  all  things  fbr 
tbe  divine  Glory,  ihowing  first  that  it  is  Bpecnlatively  possible,  next  how 
fin  it  is  practicable  as  men  stand  circumstanced,  and  lutly  recommending  _ 
aome  means  for  iacrcaaing  in  the  practice  of  it.  The  principal  diflbrence 
between  me  and  the  persona  joat  mentioned,  ties  in  their  employing  so  per- 
petnally  the  motives  of  fear  and  obligation,  whieb  I  would  get  rid  of  as  tut 
oa  we  can  aubatitate  a  better  principle  in  thrir  room.  1  know  the  work 
matt  be  begun  by  fear,  and  that  there  hnnga  an  obligation  upon  w  all  to  do 
our  beat,  t»it  if  we  can  learn  to  fiilfil  oar  obligation  without  thought  of  ite 
being  one,  I  conceive  we  ahalt  succeed  better :  nor  are  divine  services  com- 
pletely acceptable  until  we  can  perform  them  upon  inclination  and  persuasion 
of  their  being  beneficial,  withont  being  dragged  thereto  by  the  reflection  of 
their  being  duties. 

From  the  topics  of  phikisophy  and  religion  I  have  descended  to  aome 
practical  sabjecta  applicable  to  the  conduct  of  life,  which  having  been  treated 
of  man  amply  by  m§ny  abler  hands,  I  could  not  expect  to  add  any  thing 
material  to  whet  has  been  done  by  them,  bat  was  willing  to  Bhnw  that  my 
■pecolations  may  be  turned  to  common  use  by  deducing  from,  or  correcting 
by  tiiem  such  rules  and  obaervations  an  may  prove  of  general  service  :  sut^ 
jeiDing  thereto  a  few  DumgfatH  relative  to  education  and  such  methoda  for 
caring  the  tear  of  death,  as  in  the  pursuit  of  them  may  prove  profitable  to 
na  while  living,  and  yield  us  a  benefit  for  ages  after. 

7.  By  Ais  miniature  of  my  performance,  which,  like  a  convex  mirror, 
■trengthens  the  colours  and  taken  off  the  coarseness  of  ol^ects  by  contracting 
them,  or  like  the  chart  of  a  wilderness  prodnces  a  discernible  form  by  draw< 
ing  ell  the  mazes  within  compaee  of  a  single  view,  it  may  possibly  be  seen 
there  ia  a  unifonn  design  puraued  steadily  throughout,  a  contexture  of 
siuewa  and  muscles  deriving  strength  from  their  mutual  dependence,  and 
fonokig  Bomething  of  a  regi^  body,  yet  disguised  by  the  unskiUtil  mamier 
ofputtiug  the  limbs  blether,  and  defective  in  point  of  symmetry  or  ele- 
giDCe  of  shape. 

It  is  castomary  to  give  the  reader  his  bill  of  fare  before  hand,  but  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  gratify  him  herein,  having  not  been  able  upon  repeated 
trials  to  sketch  out  the  lines  of  my  design,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  more  to 
do  afterwarda  than  fill  up  the  colourings.  Pnrauits  and  inquiries  are  gene- 
rally only  deecriptlona  of  a  route  already  preconcerted  and  travelled  over  by 
tha  author  in  his  own  mind,  and  this  may  be  the  moat  masterly  way  of  pro- 
ceeding for  such  as  can  take  it ;  but  my  inquiry  has  been  a  real  one  even  to 
myaalf ,  producing  disooveriee  of  tracks  I  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  at 
«ettiiq[  ont,  often  not  knowing  what  would  be  the  subject  of  die  nest  chap- 
ter nitil  the  preceding  was  ended,  aometimea  forced  to  rebandle  my  pre- 
inifei  to  fit  them  for  a  farther  application,  and  continually  finding  my 
materials  grow  out  of  one  another.  Perhaps  it  baa  happened  never  the 
worse,  either  for  myself  or  my  readers,  that  I  could  not  do  otherwise,  hav- 
ing thereby  escaped  the  inffnence  of  that  prejudice  mentioned  above  in  the 
2x3 
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*econd  secboD :  for  irhen  there  ie  a  iichienie  ready  p'epued,  ooe  \ma  mder 
a  temptation  of  miuppreliendiDg  or  nndetignedly  wreating  Aicte  in  orda  to 
accommodate  them  clererly  thiaeta ;  and  as  few  people  ere  without  ^leir 
•chemea,  they  will  not  look  with  jui  itnpartial  eye  apon  anything'  offered  to 
them  which  they  forecee  or  aospect  will  contradict  any  part  in  that  tker 
have  already  adopted :  besides  that,  when  it  is  known  beforehand  what  u 
to  come,  there  arises  an  impatience  of  arriviag  at  it  too  haatily  without  fully 
digesting  the  matters  necessarily  preparative  thereto :  therefore  it  is  safert 
to  examine  the  foondatioDB  first  by  themselves,  without  casting  an  eye  nptm 
anything  else ;  and  when  they  are  well  settled,  then  is  the  time  to  oonsidtf 
what  SDperstmcturea  may  be  raised  thereon :  nor  is  it  always  necessary  that 
the  superstructures  shoidd  be  novel,  for  we  may  find  old  ones  that  wiH 
-stand  firmly  apon  our  groundwork  after  having  a  little  smoothed  their  hot- 
tome,  and  struck  off  the  tottering  stilts,  upon  which  they  had  been  awkwardly 
hoisted  before.  This  is  what  1  have  all  along  been  more  desirous  ^f  doin^, 
than  of  drawing  conclusions  entirely  my  own,  having  so  much  deference  for 
the  general  opinions  of  mmnkind,  as  to  presume  them  just,  if  they  could  he 
cleared  from  the  misconstructions,  colonrings,  and  ezcreacenoea  which  maks 
them  appear  to  rest  upon  a  false  foundation. 

8.  For  the  manner  of  handling  my  subjects  I  HbaU  need  great  aOowmnoea ; 
and  for  those  who  are  diq>osed  to  make  none,  I  shall  be  best  [leased  if  they 
should  happen  to  disagree  among  themselves  in  the  particular  spots  thej 
condemn :  for  as  I  have  had  different  persons  in  view,  it  was  impottsible  to 
hit  the  taste  of  every  one,  it  will  be  great  luck  if  he  finds  something  suiting 
it  in  places  that  others  dislike.  Some  may  think  me  too  light  and  otho* 
too  profound,  or  perhaps  find  me  guilty  of  both  extremes  at  different  tintes : 
but  they  will  please  to  distinguish  when  the  obscurity  is  unavoidaUe,  ■■ 
arising  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  when  owing  to  unskilful  manage- 
ment, charging  the  latter  only  to  my  account ;  and  may  ascribe  the  levitiea 
and  singularities  of  thought  to  a  desire  of  enlivening  ahstroae  matters, 
and  rendering  them  visible  by  familiar  images,  not  always  chosen  by  tho 
courtly  standard,  for  want  of  perfect  acquaintance  with  modem  delicacy. 

For  I  live  a  good  deal  retired  within  myself,  little  conversaat  with  pcdi- 
tical  or  other  performances  of  general  currency  among  my  compatriots,  to 
perhaps  have  taken  too  strong  a  tincture  from  the  exceptionable  parts  in 
the  ancients,  among  whom  I  find  Plato  mingling  low  humour  and  coarse 
objects  among  the  most  serious  subjects,  and  Homer  comparing  Ajaz  to  an 
ass  drubbed  by  boys,  Agamemnon  to  a  bull,  and  making  Helen  call  herself 
impudent  bitch,  which  may  have  led  me  to  transgress  Uie  modem  mJes  of 
elegance  and  decorum,  though  I  hope  in  no  instance  so  groady  as  the  laat- 
dt^  example.  Repetitions  and  misplacinga  I  fear  there  are  several,  for 
being  more  solicitous  for  the  substance  than  the  form,  if  any  d^rer  e^ila- 
nation  or  further  application  occurred  than  had  been  made  before,  it 
seemed  more  pardonable  to  resume  an  article  already  de^Mtched.  that> 
omit  anything  material,  or  lose  a  use  it  was  capable  of  being  turned  to. 

If  propriety  of  diction  and  harmony  of  composition  trave  suffered  in 
siaay  places,  or  the  period  has  like  a  wounded  snake  dragged  its  slow 
length  along,  it  has  not  been  through  inattention  but  an  unwillingness  to 
curtail  the  sense  for  the  sake  of  roeasnre ;  and  though  Honice  directs  to 
send  back  the  ill-tamed  line  to  the  anvil,  I  have  found  the  first  working 
too  laborious  to  leave  me  strength  for  a  second  hammering,  yet  I  may  pro- 
bably go  through  a'  slight  revisal  to  retouch  some  few  parts  where  it  i> 
moat  wanted.     I  have  endeavoured  to  be  indostrious  but  not  profound ; 
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ftinktng  it  a  kM  ftnlt  fbr  the  bone  to  be  a  little  too  mMtleeome  tliaq 
jadish :  thenfore,  after  carefolij  coasidtring  r^j  nnbatance,  have  chosen  to 
follow  tmpalee  rather  than  nde  in  the  dispeution  and  clothing,  yet  keeping 
the  rein  in  mj  hands  to  check  it  npon  oecaaion  for  which  my  own  word 
miut  necesearilv  be  tdcen,  becmne  nobody  dae  can  know  in  what  instances 
J  hare  restrained  its  scamperings.  And  I  have  generally  observed  that 
prodnctioas  which  were  more  tbe  growth  of  nature  than  of  art,  have  been 
better  received  than  those  which  proceeded  with  a  scrupulonB  unvaried  ex- 
actness ;  for  men  have  such  an  indolence  of  temper,  they  wuit  something  con- 
tinnally  to  awaken  it,  and  will  easily  pardon  negligences  springing  from  a  close 
attention  to  that  view.  Nor  may  these  prove  unserviceable  to  attract  the 
notice  of  such  hb  have  quicker  eyes  and  better  memories  for  a  bkmish  than 
a  beanty,  becanse  while  hn»y  in  picking  out  the  chaff,  they  may  chance  to 
find  clinging  thereto  a  few  grains  of  sound  com,  which  they  would  uther- 
irise  never  have  meddled  wiSi. 

9.  Mankind  has  been  nsually  distribited  into  two  general  dasses,  here- 
tofore called  the  adept  and  die  volgar,  bat  I  woald  rather  entitle  them  the 
contemplative  and  the  active ;  because  the  word  vulgar  ia  now  become  an 
expression  of  arrogance  and  contempt,  though  formerly  innocent,  having 
no  relation  to  lownesa  of  rank  or  want  of  natural  capacity,  but  only  of  that 
particidar  expertness  gained  by  assiduous  application  of  the  mental  ^ulties. 
These  two  classes  must  be  addressed  in  two  difierent  larguageB,  the  eso- 
teric and  the  exoteric ;  but  there  being  s  variety  of  gradations  between, 
requires  an  equal  variety  of  mixtures  of  the  two  languages  to  accommodate 
tiiem  to  every  one's  taste,  so  that  you  cannot  talk  to  a  man  sotishctorily, 
tin  yon  know  what  portion  he  has  of  the  contHnplative  and  of  the  popular 
in  lus  composition,  wliich  yon  must  find  out  as  well  as  yon  con  ;  for  if  he 
would  tell  you,  he  cannot,  never  knowing  himself  how  much  there  is  of 
tiM  latter.  This  variance  of  languages  has  laid  me  under  considerable  diffi- 
cnltiesr  requiring  all  the  caution  I  could  nuster  up,  as  well  as  all  Uie  freedom 
needful  to  maintain  the  cause  of  truth :  for  being  desirous  of  attempting 
something  for  the  benefit  of  both  classes,  it  was  unavoidable  that  I  must 
appear  unintelligible  to  some,  and  hazard  die  scandalizing  of  others^  which 
I  know  no  way  to  prevent  unless  each  person  will  be  so  kind  as  to  suppose 
whatever  he  dislikes  was  intended  for  other  people,  without  a  thought  of 
perplexing  or  offending  him. 

But  it  may  be  perceived  that  my  principal  view,  especially  in  the  former 
parts  has  lain  towards  the  intelligent,  whom  I  would  not  presume  to  in- 
struct, hot  only  to  offer  hints  which  may  save  them  some  tronble  in  making 
discoveries  for  themselven.  Revelation  indeed  has  begun  with  the  vulgar, 
for  the  Gofpel  nas  preached  to  the  poor,  and  we  all  know  how  the  know- 
ledge imparted  by  it  has  passed  through  the  channels  of  superstition  and 
monkish  ignorance  to  the  heights  we  now  are  blessed  with.  But  this  ia 
one  of  the  intricate  ways  of  Providence  explorable  only  by  the  all-seeing 
eye,  which  purblind  man  must  not  pretend  to  imitate  ;  human  reason  can 
only  i^ply  to  reason,  and  if  her  votaries  by  csrefnllv  contributing  their 
lights  can  come  to  a  conformity  upon  any  material  article,  they  will  want 
neither  skill  nor  authoritv  to  draw  the  rest  of  the  world  after  them. 

Tlte  fundamental  article  1  have  aimed  at  est«bli.>hing  is  that  of  universal 
charity,  nnreserved  benevolence  or  public  spirit,  not  conined  to  our  ovni 
country  alone,  but  extended  to  every  member  of  the  universe,  whereof  we 
■11  are  ritizens  -,  these  terms  are  in  every-body's  month,  and  the  principle, 
of  action  expressed  by  them  meets  with  ever)'  body's  applause,  probably  be- 
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moat  die  exedlencc  of  it  ii  lo  generally  admowledgcd  tbey  >re  ■ 

tc  appear  amgnlar ;  for  it  gaiiu  the  full  aaient  at  their  imdentuKfing,  jet 

perhape  wHhoat  u)  intimate  penoaaion  in  the  sensitiTe  Acuity  of  it*  nal 

valae.     Tliis  perauaaion  can  oiUy  be  woHud  in  the  penona  X  am  now  qieak- 

ing  of  b;  clear  dednctiona  of  reaB<ni,  evindng  Uiat  tbe  good  done  to  another 

ie  an  advantage  aecmcd  to  the  doer  ;  for  it  most  be  owned  that  each  man'a 

own  happioes*  is  the  true  original  spring  and  proper  firat  mover  of  all  hi» 

BCtioDi,  lo  that  the  profit  of  othera  can  have  no  atdid  weight  with  him  in 

hia  ooDteniplatiTe  moods,  until  shown  conducive  to  that,  or  at  leaat  mnat 

have  an  irresistible  weight  when  once  to  manifested. 

Therefore  I  wonld  entreat  him  to  examine  well  the  several  links  of  the 
chain  whereby  this  dedoction  baa  been  attempted  :  the  oatore  of  man  con- 
stantly actuated  by  motives  either  of  judgment,  inclination,  or  fancy,  void 
of  all  free-will  of  indifference  giving  a  preference  to  things  which  had  none 
in  hiB  apprehensLon  before,  yet  having  a  freedom  of  action  and  choice  to 
execute  what  in  hia  present  idea  appears  eligible,  the  individuahty  of  lus 
perceptive  part  rendering  it  indestructabk  by  all  natural  pow«?,  the  insuffi- 
ciuncy  of  chance  and  nature  for  first  cauaee,  the  divine  Omniscience,  the 
nnivmal  plan  of  Providence,  comprehending  all  tbiogs  aa  well  general  as 
particular,  the  derivation  of  good  from  the  divine  Bounty,  the  Attribute  of 
Equity  concerned  in  the  distribution  thereof,  from  whence  follows  an  exact 
equality  of  fortune  computed  upon  balance  of  the  whole,  however  unequal 
in  the  several  parts,  and  consequently  an  universal  partnership  wherein 
every  profit  accrues  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  and  <tf  every  component 
member ;  which  brings  home  the  interests  of  bis  fellow-creatures  to  himself. 
To  which  may  be  added  as  a  corollary,  that  the  more  general  interest  and 
the  greater  good  always  deserves  pref«%nce  before  the  less,  nor  ought  to 
be  iMt  for  fear  of  bringing  a  damage  upon  one  which  will  be  over-compen- 
sated by  its  produce  to  the  party  aostaining  it,  or  to  others :  and  that  every 
benefit  or  even  present  gratification  and  pleasure  procured  for  any  indi- 
vidual, not  excepting  himself,  if  unattended  with  bad  consequences,  is  a 
profit  made  to  the  whole. 

10.  Yet  the  necessity  we  lie  under  many  times  in  the  commerce  of  the 
world  to  punish,  to  hurt,  to  thwart,,  and  contend  with  one  another,  and  to 
maintain  our  [vivate  interests  in  disregard  or  opposition  to  those  of  our 
neighbour,  is  apt  to  loosen  out  attachment  to  the  general  good ;  making  it 
B]^>ear  impracticable  and  romantic,  because  finding  ourselves  perpetually 
^ven  into  measures  aeeming  contmry  thereto.  But  when  we  consider  how 
much  the  world  would  be  the  worse  for  a  total  oaiission  of  those  mcAsures, 
for  every  one  proceeding  by  a  aoftnesa  and  milkiuess  of  temper,  untouched 
by  injuries,  unmoved  at  offences,  unconcerned  for  hia  private  interests,  we 
shall  be  convinced  that  the  practice  of  them  is  no  deviation  from  oar  prin- 
cipal aim,  the  good  of  the  whole.  But  since  it  is  the  nicest  point  in  aU  the 
adenoe  of  morality  to  distinguish  how  for  the  impulses  of  affection,  resent- 
ment, and  self-interest  coincide  with  the  public  good,  and  when  they  en- 
damage it,  we  shall  do  well  to  trace  our  references  thereto  continually  with 
our  beat  skill  and  discernment,  examining  the  tendency  of  our  conduct,  not 
only  in  its  immediate  consequences,  but  likewise  in  the  infiuence  it  may 
have  by  example  and  sympathy  upon  the  by-standeis.  By  frequent  custooi 
of  doing  this,  we  may  gradually  bring  uur  common  aims  to  become  lines  ia 
the  sciwme  conducting  into  our  principle,  shall  have  a  warrant  therefrom  to 
^uiet  our  eonsciencei  in  the  prosecution  of  them,  and  having  thus  accom- 
modated it  to  daily  use,  «hali  never  need  to  swerve  from  it :  whence  will 
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fraw  Midi  sn  tuibittnl  attachineDt,  n  will  mdilj  rMtraio  any  deura  or  im- 
polM  that  nr^v  appareDtly  to  a  deputnre  from  our  plan. 

It  caimot  be  expected  that  men  in  bnay  life,  how  good  soever  their 
taleota  may  be,  but  haviog  other  duties  to  employ  them  in,  should  find 
leisuTB  or  gain  expertneci  euongh  to  trace  their  references  fully,  and  briog 
all  their  measnreB  of  conduct  into  an  aniform  system  dependent  throughout 
upon  the  nltimate  end,  bat  must  proceed  oocaeionally  upon  particular  views, 
and  masuns,  whereof  they  do  not  see  dittinctly  the  foundation.  For  though 
imbibed  Axim  custom,  they  appear  to  need  no  foundation,  being  wlf-eap- 
ported  by  an  inherent  certainty,  the  strangeneM  with  which  any  doubt 
raised  ^^inst  them  sounds  in  the  ear  giving  them  a  character  of  self-evi- 
dent truths,  llieee  principles  then  respecting  not  only  Religion  but  mi>- 
laUty,  natural  pbiloiophy,  poUtics,  politeDeaa,  private  prudence,  and  aU  the 
measurea  of  conduct,  some  whereof  pass  for  self-evident  trutba  in  one  coun- 
try and  with  one  man,  but  for  self-evident  falsehoods  and  palpable  abaordi- 
ties  in  auollier  country  or  with  other  men,  are  nevertheless  the  materials  to 
be  employed  in  rendering  theory  practicable.  Therefore  if  any  man  thinks 
he  has  pursued  his  science  to  the  lowest  fouudations  of  experience  and  rea- 
son, and  formed  his  own  speculative  plan  tbereupou,  let  him  next  consider, 
how  &r  it  is  practicable  to  bring  others  to  co-operate  therewith;  for  which 
purpose  be  must  give  attention  to  the  opitiious,  desires,  and  ways  of  think- 
ing prevailing  among  them,  endeavouring  to  discover  wherein  he  can  con- 
tribute, be  it  ever  so  little,  towards  correcting  or  tumiug  them  to  the 
geueral  advantage. 

But  this  advantage  requiring  abilities  as  well  ag  right  disposition  to  pro- 
mote it,  (for  a  man  of  great  talents  but  very  slight  regard  for  his  fellow- 
creatures  may  do  more  service  to  the  public  than  auoiber  wiih  the  most 
upright  intentions  but  little  capacity,)  he  will  conciu"  in  encouraging  those 
propenntis  which  urge  men  to  inipi-ove  and  exercise  their  powers;  for  it 
is  better  they  should  do  good  undesiguedly,  or  upoii  private  views,  than  not 
to  do  it  at  all.  Nor  will  he  strive  indiscreetly  to  eradicate  alt  fond  desirea, 
if  they  be  needful  to  cuuuterbalance  others  more  pernicious :  for  he  will 
bear  his  nltimate  md  constantly  in  view,  weigh  in  all  his  measures  what 
profit  will  accrue  upon  their  whole  conseqnenccs,  and  proceed  with  a  judi- 
cious moral  policy  and  sometimes  practise  honest  artifice.  Bat  the  better 
to  succeed  herein  he  cannot  be  too  careful  to  clear  himself  from  every  fibre 
of  that  evil  weed  the  desire  of  excelling,  which  would  unavoidahlv  make 
him  conceited,  opinionative,  and  selfish,  fond  of  things  new  and  extrawdi- 
nary,  negligent  of  small  services,  atpiring  to  be  the  leader  of  a  sect,  and 
more  toUcitous  to  maintain  a  point  than  discover  a  use  to  be  drawn  Axtm 
his  obwrvations.  Nevertheless,  if  the  whole  reason  of  things  together  with 
all  its  connections  cannot  he  laid  open  to  the  busy,  yet  they  might  be  led 
into  a  compendium  of  it  containing  the  principal  links ;  some  whereof,  tucfa 
as  the  Being  of  a  God,  the  creation  of  substances,  the  superintendency  of 
Providence,  the  spirituality  and  unperishableness  of  the  soul,  are  now  be- 
come popular  tenets,  though  in  andent  days  the  subject  of  dispntet  and 
philosophical  uiquiries. 

And  a  geoerid  humanity  and  benevolence  of  mind  is  so  far  a  popular 
doctrine  too,  as  that  nobody  will  deny  its  obligation  and  commendablenesa, 
yet  I  fear  without  an  intimate  persoasion  of  the  truth  they  acknowledge 
with  their  inouths,  owing  I  presume  to  the  injudicious  practice  of  teaching 
'  Religion  and  nsorality  as  a  distinct  science  ftom  that  of  common  life,  which 
is  indeed  a  branch  of  the  other,  aud  deserves  a  diligent  endeavour  to  ex- 
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of  hia  printe  mtereata,  and  a  proper  notice  of  injurica  or  ofiencM,  acta 
therein  for  the  poblic  good,  becauae  it  is  better  for  the  world  that  mea  ia 
general  ahould  do  ao,  than  that  they  should  omit  it.  For  though  the  iutO' 
reata  of  our  greater  Aiou,  commonly  called  the  bliia  of  Heaven,  be  de- 
tervedly  the  ultimate  aim  of  all  our  schemes,  yet  we  caonot  dlsccmr 
.rither  by  anatomy,  or  politics,  or  natocH]  philosophy,  or  any  other  humao 
'  acieDce,  by  what  methods  to  attain  it :  but  the  temporal  happiness  of  our 
fellow -creatures,  or  the  greater  good  resulting  to  one  or  more  of  them  from 
oar  actions,  is  the  mark  which  God  has  given  ue  as  well  by  his  light  of 
natore  as  of  Revelation,  for  oar  sore  direction  thereto.  Therefore  if  men 
of  thou^t  would  join  the  knowledge  of  the  world  to  their  abstract  acience, 
end  observe  what  reference  the  common  transactions  and  even  amusements 
of  life  may  bear  to  the  general  good,  they  might  remove  that  objecttoa 
■gainst  the  possibility  of  acting  steadily  upon  this  motive,  which  start*  up 
in  people's  minds  when  they  cry  we  must  take  a  prudent  care  of  earaelve%, 
we  mnat  sometimes  contradict,  oppose,  do  hart,  and  displeasure  to  on« 
another :  for  they  might  show  that  whenever  those  things  mutt  be  done, 
they  tend  to  increase  the  common  stock  oi  happiness,  and  whenever  they 
have  apparently  a  contrary  tendency,  there  ia  no  most  in  the  case,  but  they 
may  and  ought  to  be  fortrame. 

I  do  not  suppose  the  whole  line  of  this  tendency  can  be  made  visible  to 
every  common  eye.  but  the  principal  parts  might,  and  the  connection  want- 
ing between  would  be  supplied  by  the  authority  of  the  persons  tracing  it, 
if  unanimous  in  their  drawings,  so  that  a  principle  of  universal  chanty 
would  be  generally  esteemed  the  highest  prudence,  which,  as  I  have  severu 
times  said  before,  must  in  time  restore  a  paradise  upon  earth :  mistake* 
might  be  made  at  first,  but  experience  and  the  mutual  endeavours  of  all  to 
asaist  each  other  in  improving  upon  it,  would  correct  them,  it  would  be 
too  sanguine  to  hope  this  can  ever  take  effect  completely  while  the  present 
sublunary  form  of  human  nature  continues,  yet  this  is  the  point  whereto 
all  our  aims  ought  to  be  directed  with  discretion,  and  cahn  perseverance 
rather  than  eager  zeal ;  the  more  bands  concur  in  the  work,  the  quicker 
advaoces  will  be  made,  and  every  tittle  approach  will  yield  its  proportionable 
advantage. 

For  the  business  of  life  seems  to  lie  in  extending  and  enlai^ing  our 
views  :  while  children,  we  care  only  for  ourselves  and  the  present  minute, 
in  a  little  time  our  concern  reaches  to  the  next  honr,  or  the  next  day  and 
to  the  persons  about  us ;  in  youth  we  look  forward  to  the  pleasures  of  some 
years  before  ue,  and  take  part  m  the  successes  of  our  friends  or  acquaint- 
ance :  when  arrived  at  full  manhood,  we  deem  ourselves  in  some  shape  or 
other  public  persons,  and  entertain  prospects  of  fiunily,  fortune,  or  feme; 
but  these  are  still  delusive  or  narrow  views,  nor  is  the  heart  opened  to  its 
juat  dimensions  unless  by  an  universal  charity,  prompting  to  every  service 
of  our  fellow -creatures  that  opportunity  shall  make  practicable,  whereby  to 
secure  to  us  and  them  a  happy  establishment  for  ages  to  come. 

11.  But  though  I  have  had  the  speculative  chi^yin  mine  eye,  m'-vtew 
hat  not  been  to  them  alone,  but  beiddes  the  efftirts  towards  forming  a  r^n- 
lar  system  for  their  accommodation,  1  have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  the 
•ensitivo-rational  constitution  of  human  nature,  by  the  study  of  which  they 
may  leom  to  apply  th^  knowledge  to  the  service  of  auch  aa  want  either 
capacity  or  leisure  to  make  the  foil  om  of  their  own  reuon ;  and  have 
given  qiecimens  of  the  manner  wherein  aoroe  of  the  p'^ar  doctrine*  may 
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be  fbnndeo,  ezpbineil,  and  enfbrced  npcn  onr  theory.  For  it  seenu  too 
narrow  a  vnlgaritf  in  thow  who  ratue  tiiemidTea  apon  being  raised  abova 
the  vulgar,  to  despise  every  old  woman  that  thrama  over  good  books  all 
day,  and  groans  for  her  tiuB,  because  she  does  not  uaderstand  Latin,  and 
has  no  interes',  in  the  county :  tnj  notion  is  apparent  enough  by  this  time 
cnnceming  the  intrinsic  eqaality  of  the  spiritual  individuals,  their  difier- 
ences  proceeding  from  the  structure,  and  fitting  up  of  the  habitation  wherein 
they  are  lodged,  therefore  I  can  regard  none  of  my  fellow -creatures  as  be- 
low my  notice.  Perhaps  the  learned  reader  will  take  this  oddity,  if  he 
thinks  it  one,  u  an  excuse  for  some  sections  up  and  down  which  were  de- 
signed for  the  old  lady  :  as  I  hope  the  latter  will  admit  the  like  excuse  upon 
the  merit  of  those  sections  for  what  she  finds  strange  and  latitadinariait 
elsewhere,  believing  me  a  well-intentioned  body,  but  a  little  bewildered  by 
dealing  too  moch  among  heathen  authors. 

But  one  mnst  run  hazards  of  dii^gusting  some  in  endeavouring  to  accom< 
modate  othen ;  for  all  expect  to  have  their  own  oceasions  solely  consalted, 
and  whoever  does  otberwise  they  censare,  the  wise  pronouncing  him  a 
weak,  and  the  simple  a  bad  man.  Tbia  danger  was  unavoidable  in  the  pro- 
•ecntion  of  my  design,  for  I  wanted  to  bring  both  dasses  to  be  more  so- 
ciable and  mutually  helpful  to  one  another,  by  making  the  one  a  little  more 
•ympathizing,  and  the  other  a  little  more  rational.  My  apprehensions  of 
blame  are  greatest  from  the  latter  daae,  as  abounding  wore  io  al<eoIute 
certainty  and  self-evident  truths,  and  consequently  of  a  less  forgiving  tem- 
per, because  every  questioning  of  a  self-evident  truth  can  proceed  from 
nothing  but  wilful  wickedness :  and  I  know  not  whether  they  may  not  he 
known  by  this  characterlHtic,  or  whether  how  well  soever  a  man  may  un- 
derstand LaUn  and  Greek,  orhow  deeply  soever  be  read  inCoUin's  Heraldry, 
or  the  Parliamentary  Journals,  yet  if  he  be  positive  in  his  conceptions,  and 
look  with  a  contemptuous  strangeness  upon  everything  that  does  not  ex- 
actly  tally  with  them,  this  ought  not  to  be  taken  a*  a  sure  mail:  that  the 
sen^tive  part  is  predominant  over  the  rational  in  his  composition. 

But  though  desirous  of  keeping  upon  good  terms  with  every  body,  1  am 
bas  solicitoiis  of  the  two  to  save  my  own  credit  than  to  avoid  doing 
real  hart  to  any :  I  have  used  all  the  caution  in  my  power  when  handling 
of  ticklish  sobjects,  and  if  I  have  tranagressed  the  hounds  of  discretioa  in 
some  material  point,  the  candid  reader  may  please  to  know  that  my  con- 
versation for  tome  years  past  has  fallen  among  persons  who  had  other  ways 
of  employing  their  thoughts  than  those  I  have  travelled,  so  was  forced  to 
break  through  the  briers  of  abstraction  by  myself,  without  company  or 
assistance  on  my  journey ;  therefore  he  will  consider  me  as  inopem  coosilii, 
destitute  of  advice,  and  grant  me  the  same  indulgence  which  the  law-courts 
upon  the  like  cooperation  allow  to  a  will,  wherein  they  endeavour  to  dis- 
cover the  testator's  intentions,  without  inaistiug  upon  a  legal  nicety  of  form 
or  expression ;  so  he  will  judge  upon  the  spirit  rather  than  the  letter,  and 
upon  the  line  of  view  followed  upon  every  particular  occawon,  than  acci- 
dental slips  made  for  want  of  better  eyes  or  seasonable  admonitions. 

I  wished  to  have  imparted  my  thoughts  to  diflerent  persoiu  separately, 
but  this  was  impossible  in  a  written  treatise  where  the  reader  chooses  tus 
book,  not  the  author  his  readers.  I  should  tiien  have  pud  a  due  respect  to 
the  self-evident  truths  which  some  diacem  by  the  eye  of  hith,  and  others 
by  the  moral  sense,  which  two  oi^puu  sometimes  discover  abwilate  certajn- 
tiea  contradictory  to  ead  other,  llie  former  may  take  acandal  at  my 
ascribing  too  much  to  nature,  as  derogating  from  the  divine  dominion,  and 
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the  iKtter  at  my  Hupporttng  the  credibility  of  iwmediate  interpoHtioiu,  m 
implying  a  wut  of  skill  in  the  Maker  to  conatruot  his  work  perfect  nitboat 
needing  to  be  perpetually  rectified  by  hii  own  band.  But  my  idea  of  na- 
ture ia  not  that  of  a  di»tinct  independent  agent  or  power,  but  a  tiaaoe  of 
second  cames  ut  at  work  by  God  with  certain  foreknowledge  and  intaitioB 
of  every  minute  effect  they  should  produce  :  therefore  I  cannot  be  charged 
with  impiety  for  attributing  too  largely  to  natrn^,  or  even  supposing  the 
rewards  and  punishments  of  another  life  effected  bj  natural  causes,  becanse 
by  pving  to  nature  I  take  nothing  from  God,  every  operation  she  performs 
being  his  act,  as  truly  aa  if  done  by  a  direct  exertion  of  his  omnipotence. 

And  if  there  have  been  immediate  interpositions  atnong  mankind.  I  do 
ROt  conceive  them  employed  for  correction  of  defects  or  overEights  in  tfaa 
original  plan,  but  interwoven  thereinto  on  the  first  formation,  for  manifes- 
tation of  the  divine  agency  to  the  creatures,  lest  by  oonBtant  attention  to 
nature  alone,  they  should  forget  there  was  a  superior  power  esliUtliahing 
her  laws,  end  giving  the  first  motion  to  all  her  conraea.  So  likewise  tf 
there  be  a  written  word,  my  conceptiom  ot  the  Almighty  represent  him  as 
ccmuatent  and  uniform  throughout  in  bU  fata  dispenaationB,  therefore  his 
word  cannot  be  new  laws  repealing  any  of  tfaoee  promulgated  by  the  voios 
of  Reason,  but  contains  only  Huggtstions  leading  to  the  discovery  of  secrets 
in  nature  we  should  never  have  hit  upon  without  that  aid  ;  whidi  when 
traced  down  to  their  foundations  become  parts  of  our  natural  philosophy, 
taking  that  science  in  its  largest  latitude  extending  beyond  what  is  BtyWd 
physiology,  to  the  laws  of  natmv  respecting  the  invisible  world,  of  which 
we  can  ^ve  no  other  knowledge  than  what  can  be  gathered  from  contem* 
plation  of  the  character,  and  observation  npon  Uie  ways  of  their  fonndv. 

12,  Hie  generality  of  mankind,  how  acute  soever  their  optics  may  be, 
rarely  have  them  set  either  for  microscopic  or  tdescc^ic  observatuns,  thar 
necessary  commerce  in  the  world  confining  them  within  certain  dimensioac 
convenient  for  common  use,  beyond  which  compass  tbey  can  see  no  object* 
greater  or  smaller  than  the  familiar  sizee.  This  gives  a  strangeness  to  all 
discourse  upon  a  plan  of  universal  nature,  a  series  of  causes  running  im- 
measurable lengths,  the  connection  of  interests,  the  foundation  of  justice 
upon  expedience,  and  an  equality  worked  by  the  balance  between  a  diver- 
sity of  states  in  some  immense  period :  as  on  the  other  hand  it  creates  a 
difficulty  of  analyzmg  the  component  parts  of  compoundt,  of  •cti<ni  and 
•peration,  which  are  i^^rriien^  in  the  grots,  trf  discemiug  the  latent  and 
sudden  motives  necessary  to  be  knovni  for  a  thorough  insight  into  human 
nature,  and  noting  the  variations  of  langnage  according  to  the  several  oc- 
casions whereon  it  is  used. 

Hence  sping  the  difficulties  upon  free-will  and  the  dominion  of  Provi- 
dence, the  self-moving  powers  of  nature,  the  idea  of  chance  as  an  agent, 
the  propensity  for  having  recourse  to  Omnipotence  without  intervention  of 
seci^d  causes,  the  intrinsic  goodness  of  rectitude  and  virtue  without  rela- 
tion to  conseqaences,  and  confused  notion  of  the  soul  as  being  purely  spiri- 
tual yet  poBseesing  powers  whidi  cannot  subsist  without  material  iustru- 
ments.  Hence  likewise  the  diversity  of  dialects  distinguishing  them  into 
esoteric  and  exoteric,  wherein  several  words  carry  diSeKot  and  sometimes 
opposite  senses,  such  as  pleasure,  interest,  tubstance,  person,  iudividual, 
divine  agency.  Providence,  besides  many  others :  tu  that  the  same  expres- 
sion may  contain  sonnd  orthodon  in  one  person's  apprehoMion,  and  gnWty 
scandalise  others,  and  this  not  by  any  real  variance  m  thew  ojijnemt.  but 
from  their  variously  understanding  the  terms  wherein  it  is  coucMct*    'nts* 
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{iiUow  plfluure,  and  ootuult  yoar  own  iutarest,  are  fundamsatal  rules  in  tha 
Motoric  code  whereon  til  the  oUieatioos  of  religion,  morality,  and  diacredon 
are  primarily  mpported,  but  woi^  be  extremely  ftitat  to  such  as  epeak  only 
the  vulgar  tongae,  because  with  them  pleacare  and  interest  are  two  great 
deceivers  ne  muit  warn  men  against,  as  continually  leading  tfaem  aatray : 
for  those  terma  in  the  former  case  denote  the  whole  sum  of  satisfacticma 
ooDBequent  upon  a  measure  ander  onr  option,  in  the  latter  they  eignify  the 
p«aent  gratification  of  some  deeire  starting  appermoet  in  the  fancy. 

So  likewise  it  ia  a  maxim  holding  invariably  true,  that  the  end  sanctifies 
the  meonu ;  but  then  this  ia  to  be  understood  only  of  the  ultimate  end  when 
olearly  discerned,  and  the  road  thereto  apparent  beyond  all  hazard  of  a  mis- 
take :  yet  it  would  make  wild  work  among  the  generality,  who  act  always 
nnderanboniinate  ends,  many  times  palmed  upon  them  without  their  knowing 
it  by  some  secret  passion,  if  they  were  allowed  to  pursue  their  end  by  any 
mean*  whatever,  good  or  bad.  For  tliis  reason  I  am  a  little  in  pain  about 
incouveniencea  from  my  doctrine  of  the  Vehicles  and  Mundane  Soul ;  for 
though  I  do  not  know  that  those  hypotheses  tend  to  invalidate  any  one  ar- 
tide  of  religion  or  morality,  not  even  the  eternity  of  punishment,  under.. 
standing  that  term  by  the  popular  idiom,  yet  there  is  a  hazard  tiiat  some 
folks,  capable  of  apprehending  nothing  nnless  by  sensible  images,  if  onoe 
persuaded  the  room  is  full  of  mundane  spirits  with  some  departed  souls 
intermixed,  may  take  it  into  their  heads  to  &ncy  they  see  them  whisk  to  and 
fro,  or  feel  them  in  their  insides,  or  hear  them  buzzing  about  their  ears,  or 
putieive  some  operation  performed  by  them;  but  I  mnst  desire  such  people 
not  to  charge  their  superstitious  notions  at  my  door ;  for  in  my  idea  of  spi* 
ritual  substances  they  are  not  the  object  of  any  sense,  and  though  I  have 
supposed  them  concerned  as  first  movers  in  the  c^ieiations  of  mattei'.  they 
act  therein  as  instruments  in  steady  conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  with 
clear  underBtaoding  of  his  great  and  gradous  design,  and  the  propriety  of 
their  several  parts  for  carrying  on  the  courses  of  nature  markeid  out  in  hia 
plan  of  IVovidence,  nor  are  they  liaUe  to  any  of  those  vagaries  or  irregula- 
ritiEH  too  continually  practised  by  ourselves.  And  for  the  Vehicular  gentry, 
if  we  have  any  of  them  in  our  company,  ^leir  minuteuess  is  such  that  we 
can  have  no  intercourse  with  them  whatever,  nor  see  them  with  all  our 
straining  any  more  than  we  can  the  corpusclea  of  air,  wherec^  uevertheless 
we  know  the  room  ia  full. 

It  was  lucky  1  happened  to  escape  the  notion  of  pre-existenoe ;  for.diougfa 
I  have  shown  upon  aeveral  occasions  how  that  whimsy  may  be  twned  to 
excellent  advantages,  yet  it  might  have  set  some  &ncif lA  pe<^e  a-dreaming, 
that  they  conversed  with  the  unborn  in  their  sleep,  or  had  scenes  renewed 
of  occurrences  passing  with  thetn  in  a  former  state,  or  peihapa  they  might 
have  given  into  the  only  foible  remaining  upon  record  of  Socrates,  who 
imagined  that  when  a  man,  after  poring  over  amathematical  demonstrtitiou, 
happens  at  onoe  to  discern  the  force  of  it,  this  was  a  reminisceiiae  or  recol- 
lection of  a  truth  femiliarly  known  to  him  a  hundred  years  before;  just  as 
if  you  had  an  intimate  friend  gone  to  the  East  Indies,  and  after  twenty  years 
absence  you  see  somebody  you  think  you  have  seen  before,  but  do  not  know 
where,  tUl  upon  examining  his  features  carefully  you  feel  a  sudden  joy  npos 
recollecting  it  is  your  old  acquaintance. 

But  the  scientific  system  in  general  is  by  no  means  convenient  for  com- 
mon use ;  it  serves  only  to  rectify  the  ordinary  rules  whereby  we  must  act, 
to  restrain  their  extravagances,  to  determine  between  their  variaaeea  where 
they  appattf  to  clash,  and  to  prevent  their  being  misapprehended  or  mis- 


by  Google 


CM  CONCLUSION. 

applied.  For  how  can  tbe  artiMui,  how  c*a  the  mui  of  bonneu,  dedace 
hia  meaaores  of  conduct  from  the  general  good  of  the  nnireTse,  fint  parting 
it  into  two  principal  branches,  prudence  and  benevolence,  and  from  thence 
drawing  oat  the  particular  twig«  anitable  to  hia  own  occasions  ?  or  howtd) 
in  what  manner  his  coatentions  and  caution  in  bargains  are  condudn 
thereto  ?  therefore  he  must  follow  the  daties  of  his  prc»eauon,  and  maximS' 
of  private  prudence  or  self-defence,  as  fint  principles.  And  he  may  answer 
the  end  of  his  vocation  thereby,  aa  well  aa  men  of  deeper  penetration  :  for 
liK  parpose  for  which  our  apan  of  life  was  given  na,  as  observed  above, 
aeema  to  be  for  strengthening  the  judgment  bj  exerting  it  in  opposition  to 
qipetite;  therefore  not  he  who  has  the  most  piercing  judgment,  hot  he 
who  makes  the  best  use  of  such  judgment  as  he  has,  is  the  better  man ;  bnt 
■trength  is  gained  more  by  the  struggle  than  by  the  victory,  for  when  op- 
poMtion  ceasee,  judgment  grows  into  an  appetite,  and  we  act  under  it  by 
habit  or  impulse  without  aid  of  the  rational  foculties :  therefore  whoever 
adheres  steadily  to  any  rules  which  have  the  approbation  of  his  jodgment 
upon  the  best  evidence*  he  can  obtain,  performs  his  part  completely  so  far 
aa  relates  to  his  own  merit  in  the  execution. 

But  since  there  are  variooa  offices  among  monlciud  co&tribatiDg  to  the 
service  of  the  whole,  various  talents  distributed,  and  itations  assigned  re- 
spectively suitable  thereto,  some  being  qualified  to  examine  the  propriety 
and  general  expedience  of  measures  which  others  can  only  execute,  the 
former  ought  to  consider  themselves  as  persons  placed  upon  a  promontory 
far  sake  of  others,  not  as  a  peculiar  privilege  to  themselves,  to  make  signsla 
to  their  fellows  below,  waming  them  against  deviations  from  what  they 
discern  to  be  the  proper  ultimate  point  of  pursuit :  not  atriving  to  force  at- 
tention with  a  dictative  authority,  but  choosing  rather  to  proceed  by  ways 
of  friendly  admonition  and  gende  peranasion,  adapted  to  the  cbaneXa  of 
those  on  whom  they  would  prevail. 

13.  I  have  taken  pains  to  suggest  plans  of  observation  to  my  brother 
sentinels  for  the  bett^  execution  of  theu"  office,  and  have  not  be^  wholly 
negligent  to  take  my  part  among  them,  by  giving  notices  to  such  of  the 
travellere  below,  as  are  vrilling  to  receive  them ;  but  those  pains  have  coat 
me  BO  many  weary  hours,  they  seem  to  need  an  apology  with  the  worid  for 
undergoing  such  drudgery.  For  amusement  is  so  much  tlrongfat  the  sole 
buainess  and  obhgation  of  one  who  is  not  driven  from  it  by  necessity,  or 
the  dohiea  of  a  profession,  that  all  voluntary  labour,  or  abridging  one's  self 
erf'  divenjons  in  one's  power,  appears  an  oddity  and  strangeness,  and  by  that 
mark  must  needs  be  self-evidently  wrong. 

Yet  I  think  there  is  one  exception  against  this  role  in  the  case  of  self- 
interest  :  a  man  may  constrain  himself  in  his  pleasures  for  the  aake  of 
raising  an  immense  fortune,  or  getting  a  place  among  the  ministry,  or  a 
title,  or  for  establLshing  an  influence  at  the  country,  without  imputation  of 
folly  or  bejag  thought  a  strange  creature.  This  exception  I  may  claim  tbe 
benefit  of,  Ming  in  principle  one  of  the  most  selfish  mortals  upon  earth  ; 
not  bnt  that  to  my  stuune  it  must  be  owned,  I  daily  swerve  in  my  conduct 
Irom  this  unerring  guide,  but  then  it  is  upon  being  taken  by  surprise,  ob- 
scnred  by  the  darkness  of  my  optics,  hurried  by  some  impetuous  or  begnUed 
by  some  sly  passion,  or  driven  by  the  torrent  of  the  world  ;  but  in  roy  con- 
templative moods,  when  having  tbe  best  use  of  my  understanding,  self  lies 
at  the  bottom  of  all  my  schemes ;  and  this  work  being  the  produce  of  my 
considerate  tranquil  hours,  it  may  be  admitted,  that  1  was  actuated  all 
along  therein  by  the  same  laudsble  motive.     But  it  will  be  asked  what  pri- 
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Tate  ftdiaotage  1  can  pro|ioie  by  taking  a  courte  which  lies  neittieT  in  tlie 
road  to  profit,  nor  hononrs,  nor  popukrity,  nor  can  be  expected  to  draw 
notice  enough  for  gaining  an  empty  reputation,  tbete  objects  indeed  I 
had  not  in  prospect,  not  even  the  last  of  them,  for  the  world  admire  what 
they  love,  and  love  what  gratiGee  their  humours,  not  what  aims  at  correct* 
ing  them :  coincideuce  with  a  popular  vassJon  will  make  a  single  line  of 
half-starved  vpiders  fed  on  half-atarved  fliea,  outshine  all  the  sublime  o( 
Homer  and  Milton,  and  obtain  a  corrency  almost  equal  with  the  Bible ;  bat 
though  I  have  Tanked  compliance  among  the  virtues,  1  am  uulackily  ill 
qualified  for  a  servile  compliance  either  with  court  or  common  council.  Be- 
■ides,  supposing  the  most  that  can  be  supposed,  performances  of  the  kind  I 
present,' if  they  make  their  way  in  tbe- world  at  all,  do  it  by  very  slow  de- 
grees, being  first  regarded  only  by  a  few,  until  by  them  recommended  to 
public  notice ;  so  that  I  cannot  hope  to  reap  a  benefit  therefrom,  for  a  few 
years  will  enrol  me  among  tbe  Vehicles,  where,  if  I  should  know  any  thing 
of  what  paKsea  here  below,  I  should  probably  retain  as  little  relish  forthe 
trumpet  of  earthly  fame,  as  I  do  now  fortiie  applauses  bestowed  in  my 
childhood  upon  having  made  a  pretty  bow,  or  repeated  cnrrenlly  the  foble  of 
tbe  frog  and  mouse. 

.  Nevertheless,  I  have  already  in  part  reaped  some  benefit  from  my 
labours,  having  thereby  cast  my  thoughts  into  a  more  regular  train  afibrd< 
ing  light,  wanted  before  in  some  points  a«  well  of  speculation  as  of  daily 
nse,  tlwreby  rendering  my  conduct  a  little  more  consistent  and  satisfactory. 
Oonld  I  confirm  my  practice  completely  to  my  own  doctrines,  and  turn  ^1 
ray  convictions  into  habitual  lively  persuasions  of  tbe  sensitive  faculty,  I 
ahoold  be  a  clever  fellow  and  a  happy  man :  but  6l  this  I  fall  greatly  defi- 
cient, yet  this  very  failure  is  not  without  its  benefit,  as  helping  to  check 
that  noxious  weed  tbe  desire  of  excelling,  by  making  me  fully  sensible 
how  little,  ground  of  encouragement  there  is  for  expecting  to  succeed  in 
■Dofa  a  desire.  For  self-conceit  grows  most  copiously  out  of  ignorance,  as 
heath  and  brakes  do  from  b«iTen  sands :  tbe  better  a  man  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  what  is  real  excellence,  tbe  more  he  will  be  mortified  on 
finding  how  iax  he  falls  short  of  it ;  and  he  will  sometimes  discover  those 
very  sentiments  and  proceedings  to  be  weakness,  which  otherwise  he  would 
have  been  extremely  proud  of. 

Yet  if  anybody  ^se  can  make  a  better  use  to  his  own  emolument  of  the 
lights  here  struck  out,  he  is  heartily  welcome :  I  do  not  mean  this  aa  a 
Gomtdiment,  nor  to  beg  an  applaose  of  uncommon  disinterestedness :  for  to 
confess  the  honest  truth,  I  am  ao  tborongbly  selfish,  that  I  should  hardly 
ooncem  myself  much  with  what  happens  to  other  folks,  if  I  did  not  think 
my  own  interests  involved  with  theirs.  For  I  have  taken  so  much  tinc- 
ture bom  my  speculations,  as  to  stand  persuaded  of  the  general  connexion 
and  partnerdiip  throughout  the  Uniiferse :  so  that  by  playing  a  beneficial 
branch  of  trade  into  a  partner's  hands,  1  serve  myself,  and  whatever  good 
is  procured  for  a  fellow- creature  will  ledonnd  upon  the  author ;  either  in 
the  exoteric  language,  by  reward  annexed  to  the  declaration  of  that  sen- 
tence, Inasronch  as  ye  have  done  it  onto  the  least  of  these  my  brethren  ye 
nave  done  it  unto  me ;  or  in  the  esoteric,  by  provisions  already  made  in  tlte 
laws  of  oniversal  Nature,  working  the  same  efieot  through  a  chain  of  con- 
sequences uninvestigable  by  human  science. 

14.  Perhaps  it  will  be  aaked  again.  What  consideraUe  (ax^ress  I  ex- 
pect to  make  in  the  reformatioo  of  mankind  with  aD  my  toiling ;  for  people 
win  not  easily  pardon  you  for  taking  great  poina  without  great  piospecta  ; 
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and  thia  hatnoor  of  the  norid  Keaia  to  be  figured  in  the  pcnble  of  di^ 
talents,  where  it  wu  the  one  talent  only  that  wais  abused ;  for  we  may 
Buppow  the  poaseasor  of  it  argued  with  himtelf  in  this  manner.  Had  I 
been  entrusted  with  five  talents  there  would  had  been  good  encourage* 
meat  to  have  umed  at  obtaining  the  government  of  five  cities,  but  it  it  not 
worth  while  to  plod  with  a  single  talent,  for  take  of  the  slender  prc^t  that 
may  be  made  of  it  by  ttie  beat  management. 

But  my  idea  of  industry  has  been  seen,  wherein  its  genuine  cfaHracteristic 
appears  to  be  attentiTeness  to  small  profits  in  default  of  opportanity  or 
powers  for  greater ;  so  I  am  not  solicitons  to  measure  the  size  of  roy  talent, 
nor  find  out  important  services  to  employ  it  in,  but  to  turn  it  to  the  best 
advantage  it  is  capable  of.  I  am  not  gifted  to  serve  my  country  in  the 
cabinet  or  aenate,  nor  to  declaim  in  prose  or  verse  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
without  understanding  or  well  considering  what  liberty  ia,  and  am  of  too 
timid  a  constitution  to  address  my  sovereign  with  professions  of  inviolable 
loyalty,  but  upon  proviso  that  he  will  employ  such  mmisteia  as  I  shall  like : 
therefore  to  how  little  purpose  soever  I  have  bestirred  myself,  I  know  of 
no  other  way  wherein  I  could  have  attempted  a  better.  And  I  aeem  the 
fitter  for  proceeding  in  this  way  by  my  siluBtion  in  life  aubjecting  me  to  no 
prior  engagements,  which  renders  the  passage  more  expedite  and  open  to 
me  than  to  the  clergy,  within  whose  province  it  might  be  thought  properly 
to  lie :  for  besides  that  they  are  suspected  by  many  peraons  in  all  they  say 
as  coming  from  parties  interested,  firom  advocates  retained  to  support  a 
cause  rather  than  friendly  monitors  or  impartial  inquirers,  they  are  like- 
wise a  litUe  confined  in  their  motiona  by  the  necessary  regard  to  tlieir  pro- 
festioD  and  characler ;  for  the  eame  truths  are  and  ought  no  more  to  be 
spoken  by  all  men,  than  to  all  men ;  there  is  a  respect  due  to  the  audience, 
and  a  decency  to  be  observed  that  nothing  may  be  let  slip  unbecoming 
one's  station.  This  I  conceive  still  restrains  them  a  little  in  their  freedom, 
notwithstanding  that  of  late  daya  they  make  frequent  excursiona,  so  br  U 
that  commendable  regard  to  decency  and  discretion  will  permit,  in  the  way 
of  rational  explanation,  the  same  I  have  attempted  to  travel :  to  instance 
particularly  in  one  article,  that  npon  the  operation  and  efficacy  of  prayer, 
there  seeros  to  be  some  strokes  of  similitude  between  my  chapter  and  the 
treatise  of  Archdeacon  Stebbing  upon  that  aubject ;  and  I  flatter  myself  the 
resemblance  would  have  been  greater,  if  either  he  had  addressed  to  the 
studious,  or  I  been  to  write  for  the  better  sort  in  a  country  parish. 

With  respect  to  my  own  expectations  of  success  from  my  labours,  I  do  not 
look  for  much  notice  to  be  taken  of  them,  nor  much  service  to  be  done  by 
them  directly,  for  want  of  a  facility  in  expressing  my  trains  of  ideas  with 
deamese,  which  perhape  nay  be  further  obacnred  by  tiie  desire  of  gratify- 
ing that  general  fondness  for  amusement,  mentioned  above :  for  one  is  apt 
to  judge  of  the  rest  of  the  world  by  the  little  circle  of  one's  own  acquain- 
tance ;  and  though  they  perpetually  recommend  books  to  my  perusal,  I 
never  hear  them  do  it  benuee  the  boot  is  instructive,  but  because  enter- 
taining, nor  do  tbey  tell  me  the  author  has  handled  his  subject  with  soli- 
dity and  judgment,  but  with  spirit  and  Bmartness  :  ao  this  idea  of  obligation 
to  aim  at  livelinesa  may  sometimes  have  overwhelmed  the  substance ;  for 
though  I  have  endeavoured  all  along  to  be  serious  without  being  solemn, 
and  to  keep  something  solid  in  view  even  when  appearing  moat  familiar 
and  playful,  this  stratagem  may  foil  of  taking  efi'ect ;  because  aoine.  like 
children  to  whom  yon  give  a  pill  wnpped  up  in  a  raisin,  will  suck  the 
p!um  and  spit  out  the  medicine,  while  the  indigriatjoa  of  others  will  rise 
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on  seeing  themselveB  trealed  like  children,  by  gving  to  tempt  them  with 
sugar  plums. 

Yet  how  little  benefit  soever  I  can  hope  to  do  myself,  it  is  not  imponible 
but  this  imperfect  attempt  may  put  Bomebudy  or  other  upon  the  like  method 
to  erect  a  system  of  Religion  upon  the  foundation  of  human  nature,  and  such 
knowledge  of  our  Maker  as  can  be  gathered  from  contemplation  of  the 
yrorld  around  us,  taking  directions  from  the  Sacred  Writings  in  what  lines 
of  bearing  to  pnrsae  his  inquiries :  and  as  Falttaff  valued  Umself  upon  the 
cause  of  wit  in  other  men,  so  if  my  rude  sketches  should  occafion  some  com- 
pleter production  which  may  gain  general  currency  and  do  signal  service  among 
mankind  when  Search  and  his  embryo  work  are  clean  forgotten,  I  may  still 
take  credit  for  it  in  my  own  account.  For  had  1  been  able  to  do  the  like, 
those  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  my  education,  or  by  whose  works  I  hav« 
profited,  would  have  been  entitled  to  their  share  in  the  produce ;  and  who- 
ever is  remotely  instrumental  to  a  good  purpose,  though  achieved  fay  other 
hands,  promotes  his  own  interests  therein.  Therefore  I  shall  conclude  with 
k  wish  well  becoming  a  selfish  person,  which  is,  that  this  in  any  manner 
may  prove  wholesome  bread,  which  I  cast  apon  the  waters,  for  1  do  not  fear 
to  find  it  again  after  many  days. 


,   Grrat    Windmia  Slrfl. 
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